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IN MEMORIAM 



"Grcattr love both no man than this, 

That a man loy down his life for his friends.'* 
New Testoment: John xv,13. 



7 o tRe memot^ nuvte iRan iWa iK^niAanA one ^nrui/tecl men oncl 

o|^lceo^ o^ tRe Se>^entR ^^IXnUed. §tot '3nfant^, wRo pou/tecL oat tRela 
££oo<{ ^oa tRe coude<& o| mntvRlncl and caunVv^, pyi tRe and Rono^ 

tRec/i Receded dLs^piment tRat it nti^Rt ne^2e/i |aif in ltd middion piam S'edoRa 
to ^e/ccRtedg^aden, and v^Ro nav2 oepode peoce^u££^ in Woteo^ ^ao^2e^ tRe 
occand, decuS and ai^e/td o^ex v^RicR ^Rc^ oddauRted, ox A^UtRin ^pxa^ed on tRe 
ReocRReodd, tn tRe da£fe^ and p£ain6, tRe |oxedtd and tRe xu^ed moun- 
taind 'vSRexe tRe^ Wa^ed tRe ^a££ant |i^Rt, tRi^ WoxR id dedicated; and v2e, tRe 
Mi/i/ii/la/LA, p£ed^ ouxdeRi2ed to Reep failK; Gf a£l cxeedd, o^ a££ WafRd o^ Ri^, 
ond^ puun a£l Stated o| tRe ^^IXnion tRe^ come. 3*Rou^ d£eep |ox |xom 
tReix Romed, in tRe Reoxtd o| tReix £o^2ed one^, and in tRe Reoxtd af tRetx 
comxodcd-in-axfnd, wRo puL^&t R^ tRe ix dided, tReix memox^ Wi£{ £i^ |ox- 
edex. 3od ^xont tRem a doRdiex^d xedt. 



"Soldier, rest! thy worfare o'er. 

Dream of fighting fields no more; 

Sleep the sleep tbot knows not brooking. 
Mom of toil, nor night of waking." 

Scott. 'The Lody of the Loke" 
conto i, St. 31. 
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COMBAT INFANTRY REGIMENT 





United States Banners 

Today, while the Regiment is stationed in Kentucky, thirty-seven campaign, battle and citation 
streamers are proudly flown from the colors of the Seventh United States Infantry. It is believed that the 
number is correct, but it is possible that the number should be greater. 

It will be noted that the streamers for World War II fighting which was probably as severe as the 
fighting in any previous war for the Seventh Infantry, actually number only four though the Regiment won 
official credit for eight campaigns. It seems then that the War Department policy in regard to such awards 
has been an inconsistent one. The second streamer given for this last war is actually for three campaigns 
while the third and fourth streamers are each for two campaigns. 

Information as to how the Regiment's record compares with that of other old regular United States 
Army regiments is not available at this time but it is believed by the writer that the record of the “Cotton 
Baler ' or “7(h Light Foot“ Infantry rates among the highest in the glorious record of American arms. 
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Foreword 



The Seventh Infantry Regiment, one of the oldest fighting organizations in the United States military 
service, with an enviable record in the annals of American military history from the Indian War of 1811 and the 
War of 1812 to the end of World War I. has in the North African. Mediterranean and European phases of 
the Second World War added to its long and colorful history. In keeping with its fighting traditions, the “Cotton 
Baler" Regiment or “7th Light Foot" Infantry, was among the first to see action in the Second World War on 
8 November 1942, at Fedala. French Morocco, and entered Casablanca three days later. 

Storming ashore in the first assault waves west of Licata, Sicily, 10 July 1943, the Seventh distinguished 
itself in the whirlwind, thirty-eight day, Sicilian Campaign by capturing Agrigento, Palermo, and Messina. 

It was the Seventh Infantry which spearheaded the Third Infantry Division's attack across the swollen 
Volturno River in Italy, 1 3 October 1 943. in one of the bloodiest engagements of this war and drove the enemy 
to the heights of Mignano. Its troops were among the first on to the beaches south of Nettuno, 22 January 1944. 
and won new laurels during the four months of hell on the Anzio Beachhead, during which time German forces 
tried desperately to destroy the Allied forces. Suffering numerous casualties the Seventh Infantry nevertheless, 
survived all onslaughts of the enemy and in the break-through, commencing 23 May 1944, drove on to capture 
Cisterna di Littoria. The Regiment helped drive the Boche from the Albano Hills and was the first to enter 
Rome, the Eternal City, on Sunday, 4 June 1944. 

On 15 August 1944 the Seventh Infantry made its fourth amphibious assault against hostile shores during 
World War II at Cavalaire-sur-Mer, France. Reducing enemy resistance along the Riviera coast the Regiment 
then sped up the Rhone River Valley and passed through Aix-en-Provence. North of Montelimar, along a twelve 
mile stretch of road, "Cotton Balers" first observed and fired upon enemy vehicular and train convoys which 
subsequently became trapped between Third Division and VI Corps forces, and were destroyed. The Regiment 
played a principal role in the capture of Besancon on the Doubs. Penetrating the Vosges mountains the 
inimitable “Cotton Balers" crossed the Moselle, Mosellotte and Mortagne Rivers to engage in some of the bitter- 
est fighting for Les Rouges Eaux and Le Haute Jacques, the "Cross Roads of Hell." The Meurthe River was 
crossed and the Seventh Infantry was first for the Third Infantry Division to enter the ancient province of 
Alsace. The enemy’s Kehl bridgehead in Strasbourg, the Cathedral City on the Rhine, was wiped out. then the 
Seventh Infantry maintained its first “Watch on the Rhine" during the Second World War. 

When the Third Infantry Division came under the command of the First French Army for the "Colmar 
Pocket" Operations, the Seventh Regiment successively held defensive positions along La Fecht River and in the 
Vosges Mountains. Swinging to the attack in the dead of winter, successive assaults were made across La Fecht 
River and the Canal de Colmar to capture several towns and seal Colmar off from the north and east. The assault 
was continued between the Rhone-Rhine Canal and the Rhine River, Biesheim was captured in a house to house 
battle and Ncuf-Brisach was sealed off and wrapped up for other forces to enter unopposed. During the three 
phases of the "Colmar Pocket" attack the Regiment was never in reserve but always in the assault and played the 
prominent role for Third Infantry Division operations which won the coveted French Fourragere from the 
French Government and a citation from the President of the United States. 

Following a second "Watch on the Rhine" in Alsace, the Regiment led the Third Infantry Division into 
Germany, participated in the breaching of the Siegfried Line, forced a crossing of the Rhine River in the face of 
strong opposition, and was first into Niimberg, first into Augsburg, first into Miinchen, first into Salzburg. 
Austria, and captured Berchtesgaden, Germany, the prize of all military objectives in Europe. The former 
mountain hideout of Adolf Hitler, the objective of seven armies,^ was captured on 4 May 1945 by the Seventh 
United States Infantry alone, and the story of how the "Cotton Baler" Regiment, under the command of 
Colonel John A. Heintges, outmaneuvered both the enemy and friendly forces, will always be told wherever 
“Cotton Balers" gather in future years. 

What a record! From Fedala, French Morocco, to Berchtesgaden, Germany, in eight campaigns, over a 
period of two and one-half years against the best soldiers of Italy and Germany. A record unsurpassed. 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦ 



The chief sources used in writing this history have been the Seventh Infantry S-3 and S-2 Reports; Third 
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Infantfy Division G-3 and G-2 Reports; Seventh Infantry Battalion and Regimental Journals; statements and 
reports of action made by various commanders; evacuation reports; Third Infantry Division* Army and War 
Department general orders. Personal interviews were held with survivors of particular actions. For the period 
May* 1944* to the end of the war in May, 1945* the writer has personal knowledge of the Regimental plans 
and actions. 

Mote than sixteen thousand men and dSem served with the Seventh Infantry from Fedala to Beichtesgaden. 
The ccnnplete and true history of the Regiment for the war just ended would not only tell the story of its action 
as a unit* but recount that of its component elements* as well as describe the thoughts* feelings, sufferings* 
privations* heroic actions and dx>rtcomingi of each indhridnal member. Needless to say all that has been im- 
possible* nor would one even attempt it. This worit is primarily a history of the Regiment. The reader is 
reminded that it is **a** rather than “the" history of the Seventh United States Inhmtry. 

Work for this vtdume was conunenced in June, 1945* diortly after die close of die war while the Regiment 
was assembled in Salzburg* Austria* and* was for the most part, completed in January* 1946* in Bad Hersfeld, 
Germany* where Headquarters were established for the tour of occupational dnty conducted hy the Raiment. 
Better results of course would have been obtained had an historian and fdiotograidier been assigned the mission 
of recording the Regiment's action back in 1942 and followed the Regiment through the eight campaigns in 
which it participated. 

The writer is indebted to the many men who have shown an interest in this work and contributed to its 
completion. Acknowledgment is made of the work of Technician Fifth Grade Milton A. Solomon of Service 
Company* who collected many of the Signal Corps pictures and others shown in this volume. Technician Hfth 
Grade Hosea T. Hollis* Chaplain Raymond E. Vint and Captain George W. YamaU contributed pictures. 
Phoiosof deceased members of the Regiment and of medal winners were made available to the author by next of 
kin or by m em bers diemselves. It is regretted that photos of all the dead heroes ot the Regiment were not available 
for publication. Time* Inc* contributed the picture of the military cemetery on the old Anzio Brachtirad and die 
pictures which show scenes of the taking oi Cittema di Littoria. 

The writer is particularly indebted to the several map makers who labored long and drelcssly to make the 
originals of the many nuqps which accurately diow the movements of the Regiment during its World War II 
service. Redeployment tended to remove Ailled men after they had proven their ability but in die end all maps 
were completed. Technician Fifdi Grade Donald Cheperka of the S-3 Section made the combat course map. die 
original colored drawings for the Regimental colors, crest and battle s tre amers * and. with the exception of Map 
No. l.dKtactkad mips to the NordiAhican. Sicilian and Soudi Italian 1 was made by 

Mr. John R. Ferguson of Soudibcidge* M as sac hus etts. Following Chepccka's departure* Private First Oass John 
F. Fitterer* formeriy of Gonqiany became die mainstay of the map making dq iar t m ent and worked over- 
time to conplete the woHl For dxirt p eriod s he was asmted by Private Hist Oass Edwin ML Ebur of Regi- 
mental Headquarters Company and Technician Fourth Grade Murray A. Strand of the Third Infantry Division 
G-3 Section. In the end Herr Walter Nblte* a di s diar gedGecasan officer, formerly of the Luftwaffe, wasenploycd 
by the writer and helped comp l ete the work. Two maps ate reproductions of ones printed in the “Scars and 
Strqxs** newspaper and one other was c opi ed from a Ivench map, 

C W. Van Scoyoc of Oitmg, Washington, kindly made available a litt of *XMoaA of die Seventh 
Infantry" from ISOS to 1941. an wdl an a pktsm of Oilond William (1S0S-1S15). Lientenant Cokind 

Frank M. Imour supplied information whidb helpe d complete the Itsc. 

Private Hist dans Raymond J. Thombn i g* a veteran of Company vdio soffcicd wounds dniing 
action, p er f o rm ed cxodlent service an typist. Private George Bcrtoncelfi of First Battalion Headquarters Company. 
PrivateOienJ. Heiodi of Third BantaKon Hradqnaiteri Omipany, HnvateFfcatClaaiHi^McDanidrif Com- 
pany **E" and Private Frank Pirozxi of Service Company all faebnd to compile the several fists which a ppe ar in 
the appendix. 

Any opinions expressed in dus book are those of the author and should not be construed as leiicting thoae 
of any of the icgunental oommandeis or their superiors. 

RW.W. 

Pkesqne Ue, Maine 

30 May 1946 
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A Brief History of the Seventh United States Infantry 

from 1798 to 1941' 

The Seventh United States Infantry was first organized in 1798 but after an existence of less than two years 
was mustered out of the service on 15 June 1800. On 3 May 1808 the Regiment was reorganized and since has 
seen continuous service to this day. 

The first famous battle engaged in by the Seventh Infantry occurred during the Indian War of 1811. That 
year Tecumseh, the great chief of the Shawnee Indian Tribe, attempted to band together all the tribes of the Old 
Northwest, the South and the eastern Mississippi Valley, as the Indians, urged on by the British, were incensed 
over the approaches of the Americans. General William Henry Harrison led American forces in an expedition 
against the Indians. On 7 November 1811, on the site of the present town of Battle Ground or Prophettstown, 
Indiana, the American forces which included the Seventh Infantry broke the power of the Indian military move- 
ment in the Battle of Tippecanoe by defeating Tenskwatawa, the Shawnee Prophet and brother of Tecumseh. 
The Seventh Infantry won honors in that battle which brought great fame to General Harrison and helped elect 
him to the Presidency of the United States years later. 

The Regiment’s first battle with a foreign foe was fought during the War of 1812 against the British at 
Villier's Plantation, Louisiana, 23 December 1814. There and at Rodrignez Canal, 1 January 1815, the 
Seventh Infantry performed with the conspicuous bravery which has been its custom down through the years. 
But it was 8-9 January 1815 that the Regiment won undying fame in the Battle of New Orleans. It was in 
that battle, in which the American forces under General Andrew Jackson practically annihilated the opposing 
forces, that the Seventh Infantry won its nickname of the “Cotton Baler” Regiment. Using bales of cotton as 
breastworks Seventh Infantry riflemen shot down hundreds of British “Redcoats.” Lord Pakenham, veteran of 
the European wars against Napoleon and a member of English royalty, with two thousand British soldiers, was 
killed in the action while the Americans suffered but a dozen killed. From that time the Seventh Infantry has 
always been known as the “Cotton Baler” Regiment. Its action in the War of 1812 was ended at Fort St. 
Phillip on 9 January 1815. 

From 1815 to 1846, nearly all that time under the command of Colonel Matthew Arbuckle, the Regiment 
was stationed for many years at Fort Gibson, located above the junction of the Grand and Arkansas Rivers near 
the present town of Muskogee, Oklahoma, and participated in numerous Indian operations. During the period 
1839-1842, it took part in the Florida War against the Seminoles, who were fighting under their celebrated chief. 
Osceola. The Regiment took part in the following engagements in that war: Fort Drane, Florida, 15 March 
1840; Fort King, Florida, 24 March 1840; Martin’s Point Hammock, Florida, 28 December 1840; Wahoo 
Swamp, Florida, 11 May 1841; Fort Wacahoota, 17 May 1841. 

As difficulties with Mexico assumed serious proportions in 1846, the Seventh Infantry was concentrated at 
Corpus Christi, Texas, then moved to the Rio Grande, where opposite Matamoros, Mexico, it helped construct 
Fort Taylor, named for General Zachary Taylor. While garrisoning the new fort the Regiment successfully 
withstood a minor siege by the Mexicans, 3-9 May 1846. The fort was renamed Fort Brown in honor of Major 
Jacob Brown who was killed during the siege. 

The Regiment then proceeded to Monterey, Mexico, arriving in time to take part in the Battle of Monterey, 
21-23 September 1846, and contributed to the successful assault on the town. 

Joining in the siege of Vera Cruz, which ended in Mexican capitulation on 24 March 1847, the Seventh 
Infantry accompanied the march into the interior. The Regiment performed brilliantly and won recognition for 
capturing the heights of Cerro Gordo, 17-18 April 1847. The entrenchments of Contreras and Churubusco 
were carried in August 1847, and finally the great works of Chapultepec, 12 September 1847. Mexico City was 
entered with colors flying. 14 September 1847. 

Returning to the United States the Seventh Infantry remained on the frontier, building posts, making roads, 
and protecting settlers until 1858, when ordered to assemble at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, and to move to 
Utah for service during the Mormon troubles. In 1860 the Regiment campaigned against Indians in New Mexico. 
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During the Civil War the Regiment added many battle streamers to its collection and participated in the fol- 
lowing engagements: Mesilla, 25 July 1861; Valverde, 21 February 1862; Fort Craig, 14 April 1862; Corinth, 
April-May, 1862; Fredericksburg, 11-15 December 1862; Murfreesborough, 31 December 1862-3 January 
1863; Chancellorsville, 1-3 May 1863; Hoover’s Gap, 25-26 June 1863; Gettysburg, 1-3 July 1863; 
Wapping Heights, 23 July 1863; Chickamauga, 19-20 September 1863; Siege of Chattanooga and Missionary 
Ridge, 24-25 November 1863; Buzzard’s Roost, 9-11 May 1864; Resaca, 13-15 May 1864; New Hope 
Church, 24 May-5 June 1864; Kenesaw Mountain, 22 June-3 July 1864; Neal Dow Station, 4 July 1864; 
Utay, Peach Tree Creek and Battle of Atlanta. 20 July-30 August 1864; Jonesboro, 1 September 1864. 

The years from 1869 to 1898 indelibly identify the Seventh Infantry with the development of the West, 
the complete history of which would fill a library. Fights with the Indians were resumed. A battle was fought at 
Pryor’s Fork 4 August 1871. In the Sioux Campaign of 1876 alone the Regiment marched seventeen hundred 
miles in six months and nineteen days, during which time it fought several engagements and, among other 
exploits, rescued what was left of General Custer’s command, after the massacre at Little Big Horn. On 9 August 
1877 the Regiment was engaged at Big Hole Basin, Montana. Its last operation against the Indians occurred 
in 1891. 

During the War with Spain the Seventh Infantry fought in Cuba at El Caney, 1 July 1898, and at San 
Juan Hill, 2-3 July 1898. In 1901 and 1902 the Regiment fought on Luzon and Samar in the Philippines to 
help suppress the insurrection. Arduous service was later performed in Alaska. 

World War I found the Regiment well prepared. It distinguished itself in the following operations in 
France: Aisne Defensive, 1-5 June 1918; Chateau-Thierry Sector, 6 June- 14 July 1918; Champagne-Marne 
Defensive, 15-18 July 1918; Aisne-Marne Offensive, 18-27 July 1918; Meuse Argonne Offensive, 3 September- 
27 October 1918; St. Mihiel Offensive, 12-15 September 1918. A grateful French Government awarded the 
Seventh Infantry the Croix de Guerre with Star. 

After serving in Germany in the Army of Occupation from 18 November 1918 to 12 August 1919, the 
“Cotton Baler’’ Regiment returned to the United States. Following brief stays at several posts it moved in 
September, 1922, to Vancouver Barracks, Washington, where it remained until January, 1941, when it moved 
to Fort Lewis, Washington. 



^ Sources used in writing this brief history were the battle streamers attached to the Regimental colors and metal bands on the standard 
which name the campaigns and battles with their dates. The Seventh Infantry Yearbook of 1941 and a typescript bulletin entitled 
"Through the Years with the Seventh Infantry," issued by Seventh Infantry Headquarters in 1944, were also used for reference. 
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CHAPTER I 



The Invasion of North Africa 



In October, 1942, the Allied situation in World War 
II was critical. The Germans were secure in Western 
Europe and. in the east, were inside Stalingrad. In Africa 
the Germans had reached El Alamein in Egypt. The 
Japanese were consolidating their newly won gains in 
the Pacific and there was danger that Hitler’s dream of 
combining forces with Japan would come true. Offensive 
action against the Axis powers was imperative. 

An important offensive action was planned against 
Germany and her satellite, Italy. It was to be made by 
American forces in a North African invasion timed with 
a push by the British Eighth Army from El Alamein. 
The objective was to free North Africa and destroy 
the Afrika Korps of the German desert fox, Rommel. 
Infantry divisions prepared to take the field in this first 
American offensive against the Axis forces and included 
the Third Infantry ( “Rock of the Marne") Division 
of World War I fame. 

Following the sneak Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. 
7 December 1941. and the declaration of war by Ger- 
many and Italy against the United States of America, 
the Seventh United States Infantry, as a unit of the 
Third Infantry Division, participated in extended am- 
phibious training in conjunction with the Marine Corps 
at San Diego, California, during the spring of 1942. 
Then it moved to Fort Ord, California. Though many 
thought the Regiment would soon see action in the 
Pacific Theatre of Operations, the "Cotton Balermen" 
in September, 1942, moved east to Camp Pickett, 
Virginia. 

In mid October, 1942, American forces were ready for 
their first big test and the plans were completed for the 
invasion of North Africa. Actually war had been waged 
in Africa for several years commencing with that black 
day in October. 1935, when Italian troops invaded 
Ethiopia from Eritrea and Somaliland on the pretext of 
border incidents caused by the Ethiopians. Addis Ababa 
was occupied in May, 1936, and the conquest was com- 
plete. During the successful German offensives in Western 
Europe, 1939-1940, which saw Poland, Denmark, Nor- 
way, the Low Countries, Belgium and, France herself, all 
very decisively defeated and overrun, and while the Battle 
of Britain was waged, only minor military action oc- 
curred in Africa but Italy did invade and conquer British 
Somaliland. Britain assembled troops in Palestine, Egypt 
and the Near East, from her far flung empire, and pre- 
pared for desert fighting. On 13 September 1940, Field 
Marshal Graziani, with an army of 200.000 men. 
launched the first Axis offensive from Libya for the Suez 
Canal and captured Sidi Barrani, but was stopped after a 
penetration of only seventy miles into Egypt. On 9 
December 1940. the first British offensive got underway 
under the direction of General Wavell. The Italians were 
driven out of Egypt back into Libya. Bardia, Tobruk. 
Benghazi and El Agheila were all seized by 9 February 
1941. British Somaliland was also recovered and the 
Italians in Ethiopia were defeated. Haile Selassi returned 
home again. 

Warfare in Africa was suddenly changed when the 
Germans succeeded in shipping two crack panzer divi- 
sions and a division of light infantry to Libya to bolster 
Italian forces and morale. To command the field troops 
Hitler sent one of his most skillful field generals, Lieuten- 
ant-General Erwin Rommel, who had won brilliant suc- 
cesses for the Nazis in Europe. On 24 March 1941, Rom- 



mel’s forces opened the second Axis offensive in Libya 
which overran advanced British forces and by mid-May 
was at Halfaya Pass within Egypt. Tobruk was not 
captured during that advance but held out for seven 
months. With Rommel at Halfaya, Great Britain concen- 
trated men and materiel in Egypt and with a new com- 
manding general for the Eighth Army, General Cunning- 
ham, launched their second Libyan offensive on 17-18 
November 1941 . But in just a few days the British were 
checked and the situation became critical for them. Gen- 
eral Ritchie replaced General Cunningham as Rommel’s 
forces turned to the attack themselves and inflicted heavy 
losses on British units. 

On 26 May 1942, Rommel opened the third Axis 
offensive in Libya. Maneuvering his mobile forces 
masterfully he penetrated British mine field positions and 
when British armor moved against him he attacked their 
lines of communication. On 13 June 1942, his forces 
succeeded in ambushing and destroying 230 British 
tanks which settled the issue of the campaign. The Brit- 
ish then withdrew, Tobruk surrendered and the "Desert 
Fox" drove 120 miles into Egypt, to El Alamein where 
just sixty miles from Alexandria, he was stopped with 
great difficulty. 

On 23 October 1942, the British Eighth Army, 
under a new commander. General Sir Bernard L. Mont- 
gomery, re-inforced and re-equipped with American 
materiel, opened the third and final British offensive in 
Libya which broke Rommel’s El Alamein line on 3 
November 1942, and sent his forces into retreat. While 
British forces hammered against the Axis troops from 
the east. American forces were to make one of the greatest 
overseas invasions in all history and put on a squeeze 
from the west. The combined operation under the 
supreme command of Lieutenant General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower of the United States Army, was to bring 
about the end of the Axis power in Africa. Without the 
American invasion the see-saw battle might have con- 
tinued indefinitely. 

"Torch" was the code name given to the amphibious 
operation which was to change the complexion of the 
entire war. American strategists planned for simultane- 
ous landings on the Atlantic and Mediterranean coasts 
of French colonial territory. Of the army of nearly one 
quarter million men the United States had built up in 
England and Northern Ireland, 126,000 were scheduled 
to take part in the invasion, while 65,000 others in 
America were to make a direct crossing of the Atlantic to 
strike at North Africa.^ The forces from the British Isles 
(designated as Center Task Force) were to pass through 
the Straits of Gibraltar and land in the vicinity of Oran 
and Algiers in Algeria. The Western Task Force sailing 
from America, and under the command of Major Gen- 
eral George S. Patton. Jr., was to make a three point 
landing in French Morocco with Sub-Task Force 
"Blackstone" on the right in the vicinity of Safi. Sub- 
Task Force "Brushwood" in the center in the vicinity 
of Casablanca and Sub-Task Force "Goalpost" on the 
left the vicinity of Port Lyautey.- At a later time Eastern 
Task Force, comprised of British units, would land near 
Tunisia. 



• Detzer. “The Mightiest Army.” Pleasantville. N. Y.. 194 5. p. ^8. 
- FO No. 1 . Hq. 3d Inf. Div.. Camp Pickett. Va.. 17 Oct. 1 942. 
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Constituting Sub-Task Force “Brushwood" which 
was to land northeast of Fedala. French Morocco, on 
D-Day, H-Hour, to establish a beach-head and advance 
southwest to capture Fedala and Casablanca was the 
Third Infantry (“Rock of the Marne") Division, 
reinforced. 

Plans of Major General Jonathan W. Anderson of 
the Third Infantry Division called for the Seventh In- 
fantry plus attachments, designated as Regimental Land- 
ing Group 7, to play the major role in the landing of 
Sub-Task Force “Brushwood" by landing two battalion 
teams on Beaches Red 2, and Red 3, at H-Hour. Their 
missions were to advance inland, attack and seize the 
town of Fedala, French Morocco, from the east, as well 
as seize crossings over the Wadi Mellah. One rifle com- 
pany of a third battalion landing team was to land at 
H-plus one hour, advance inland and seize a crossing of 
the Mediouna-Fedala Highway over the Wadi Mellah 
and the railroad crossing 1 100 yards to the south. The 
30th Infantry, as Regimental Landing Group 30, was 
to put two battalion landing teams ashore at H-Hour on 
the left of the Seventh Infantry on Beaches Blue, ad- 
vance inland and capture hostile coastal defenses east of 
Wadi Nefifikh. The 15th Infantry was to be initially in 
reserve and commence landing at H-plus two hours on 



naissance flights over the Casablanca-Mediouna-Fedala 
area were to be made at daylight. The Naval air group 
was to be prepared to carry on bombing and strafing 
missions against enemy troops on roads or railroads ap- 
proaching the beachhead as well as other targets on call. 

Following receipt of the Third Infantry Division 
plans and orders. Colonel Robert C. Macon, command- 
ing the Seventh Infantry, designated the First Battalion 
Landing Team commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Roy 
E. Moore to land at Beach Red 2, on the right, at H-hour, 
advance inland, to attack and capture Fedala from the 
east. He also designated the Second Battalion Landing 
Team commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Rafael L. 
Salzman to land at H-hour on Beach Red 3, advance in- 
land and seize the crossings over the Wadi Mellah. Major 
Eugene H. Cloud’s Third Battalion Landing Team was 
was to land Company “L" at Beach Yellow 2 at H-plus 
one hour, advance inland and seize the crossing of the 
Mediouna-Fedala Highway over the Wadi Mellah, and 
railroad crossings 1 100 yards south of it. The remainder 
of the Regimental Landing Group was to land on the 
beaches on regimental order. The Third Reconnaissance 
Troop, to be transported in the same vessel with Com- 
pany “L", was to land at Beach Yellow 2, advance in- 
land, capture hostile installations in a golf course area and 




beaches to be designated. It was then to assemble and be 
prepared to move on order. One combat team of the 2nd 
Armored Division and the Second Battalion 20th Com- 
bat Engineers were to land on order after H-plus three 
hours and assemble in the vicinity of Fedala. The 436th 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery (AW) Battalion was to land on 
order on a beach to be designated and provide anti- 
aircraft protection. 

Naval fire support groups of an American fleet were 
to support the attack commencing at H-hour against 
illuminated searchlights without call and at daylight, on 
call from battalion landing teams, against defended areas, 
hostile formations, and routes of advance. Naval air 
groups were to attack enemy aircraft at the Casablanca 
(Gazes) Airport and in fields in the vicinity, as well as 
any enemy submarines in the Casablanca harbor. Recon- 



assist the Seventh Infantry in capturing Fedala. 

Supporting and attached units were assigned their mis- 
sions. The 10th Field Artillery Battalion, 10th Combat 
Engineer Battalion and the 756th Tank Battalion placed 
batteries and platoons with each landing team. The 
443rd Coast Artillery Separate Battalion assigned bat- 
teries with each team and the 36th Combat Engineer 
Battalion attached shore parties to each group, as did the 
3rd Medical Battalion. 

The enemy situation for the entire operation did not 
appear too difficult to handle but there were some un- 
known factors which were puzzling. The known enemy, 
the German and Italian troops, were quite busy indeed 
in Libya, backtracking for Tunisia before the British 
Eighth Army. None were known to be in Algeria and 
French Morocco. But those places were French territories 
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which supported the French Colonial Army and off 
shore were powerful units of the French navy. What 
would the French army and navy do? Technically they 
were not our enemies but since the downfall of France 
in June, 1940, the government of “Unoccupied France" 
established itself in Vichy and collaborated extensively 
with the Nazis in power. The French people not yet 
under the German yoke were divided between the Vichy 
French and Free French. The commander-in-chief of all 
French forces in Africa, both army and navy, was Ad- 
miral Jean Darlan, a Vichy appointee. It therefore seemed 
likely that some fighting would result but no one knew 
how much. Would the French fight to the bitter end, 
offer only token resistance or let the Americans land 
unopposed ? 

The French Moroccan Army was most strongly con- 
centrated in the vicinity of the port areas especially that of 
Fedala-Casablanca. Two battalions of Moroccan and 
Senegalese Infantry plus two troops of Spahi Cavalry 
and one battalion of 75mm French Artillery were located 
at Fedala. Fixed coastal defenses, consisting of four 
138.6mm guns, two 75mm guns, four 100mm guns, 
and four large guns of unknown calibre, were northeast 
of Fedala. The French were known to have strong anti- 
aircraft defenses with 13.2mm, and 90mm guns with 
searchlights, and guns of other calibre. Systems of 
trenches were located along the coast and Cape Fedala. 
At Mediouna. twenty miles away from Fedala, was 
located a battalion of Moroccan Infantry that could be 
brought up in a day's time. At other places from twenty 
to one hundred miles from Fedala were troops that could 
be brought to the defense of Fedala and Casablanca 
within a short time. 

Many French naval units were in Moroccan ports. At 
Casablanca were the battleship Jean Bart, two light 
cruisers, eight to ten destroyers, ten to twelve submarines, 
two motor torpedo boats and twelve navy fighter air- 
craft. It was estimated the French had an air arm consist- 
ing of seventy-four fighters, thirteen reconnaissance 
planes and eighty-one long range bombers at coastal air- 
dromes. Long range German bombers operating from 
French and Spanish Airfields could reinforce the defend- 
ing air forces. It was expected that French defense would 
initially be air and naval attacks against the convoys and 
stubborn defense of Fedala-Casablanca. 

The Fedala beaches are divided by rock and are each 
about one-half mile in length and subject to flanking 
fire from Cape Fedala. One thousand yards off shore the 
water is thirty feet in depth and the surf is heaviest be- 
tween November and March. Port de Fedala is an arti- 
ficial harbor built in the extreme west end of the Bay of 
Fedala. Fedala was, at the time of the invasion, the prin- 
cipal Moroccan port for oil and oil products and had a 
population of 2,500 Europeans and 13,000 natives. At 
the westward end of the town and projecting one thou- 
sand yards northward is the Cape of Fedala. The terrain 
between Fedala and Casablanca, sixteen miles to the 
southwest, is gently rolling and generally cultivated. The 
stream Wadi Mellah, west of Fedala, flows between 
deeply sloped banks. Northeast of the town is the stream 
Wadi Nefifikh. 

Following detailed study of the plans by responsible 
leaders, final preparations were made, and Regimental 
Landing Group 7 loaded on four transports in the Nor- 
folk Navy Yard. The First Battalion Landing Team 
boarded the U.S.S. Leonard Wood, the Second Battal- 
ion Landing Team loaded on the U.S.S, Thomas Jeffer- 
son, the Third Battalion Team minus Company “L“ 
stowed its gear on the U.S.S. Joseph Hewes. Company 
“L“ and the 3rd Reconnaissance Troop boarded the 
U.S.S. Tasker H. Bliss. Anti-Tank Company, Cannon 
Company, Service Company and the 7th Infantry Band 



were divided among the various landing teams for the 
crossing. The Personnel Section, some surplus trans- 
portation and a number of officers and men temporarily 
in the hospital remained behind, to join the regiment at 
a later date. 

Steaming out of Norfolk Navy Yard 24 October 
1942, the four vessels transporting Regimental Landing 
Group 7 joined the convoy comprising Sub-Task Force 
“Brushwood", which in turn as a part of the Western 
Task Force and the forces from the British Isles repre- 
sented America's first sizeable offensive in World War 
II and was the largest amphibious force America had yet 
assembled. “Never before in history had so much fire- 
power, so many well-armed soldiers, so much materiel 
of such great variety, such quantities of supplies, been as- 
sembled for an attack by sea against an enemy-held con- 
tinent. The 700 ships carried 22,000,000 pounds of 
food, 38,000,000 pounds of clothing, 10,000,000 gal- 
lons of gasoline, more than 1,000,000 copies of 1,000 
different maps. And big guns by the thousand, tanks and 
bull-dozers, tons and tons of ammunition."® 

America had to do overnight, it seemed, what her 
enemies had taken years to do. The problems of mobiliz- 
ing, equipping and training the huge forces that were 
necessary to defeat Germany, Italy and Japan had hardly 
begun when the forces for Operation “Torch” sped to 
their task of striking our first blow at the enemy in North 
Africa. 

Confident in its leadership and in the ability of its 
troops, thoroughly schooled in every branch of amphibi- 
ous warfare, the Seventh Infantry faced the future with- 
out misgivings. Equipment and weapons were modern 
and their efficiency proved by repeated testings. There 
was the general belief that the time of “Too little and 
too late" was past and the members of the Seventh In- 
fantry were proud to be in the van of America’s first size- 
able attack against Axis forces. 

Rough weather was encountered as the convoy fol- 
lowed a tortuous course across the heaving swells of the 
South Atlantic Ocean, On several occasions German sub- 
marines made futile attacks against the convoy but were 
driven off by powerful protecting naval and air forces. 

Cruising time was put to good use as many soldiers 
received their first instruction in the Army's new rocket 
launcher, the Bazooka, aboard ship. Orientation lectures 
presented information as to African climate and the cus- 
toms and languages of the people. It was emphasized 
that the French people were not our enemies and that one 
of our primary objectives in the forthcoming campaign 
was to strengthen the position of the fighting French 
units and to stimulate the resistance movement in France. 
The French were expected to capitulate when faced by a 
strong, aggressive attack. 

All elements of Regimental Landing Group 7 were 
made familiar with the plan of action, the scheme of 
maneuver, and the objectives in detail. Orders were given 
that in the event of dispersal or lack of communication, 
units should proceed separately to their objectives. 

Troops were to wear herringbone twill uniforms for 
the landing with each soldier displaying an American 
flag on his left arm. Because of the uncertainty of supply 
in the initial phase, each man was issued an individual 
reserve of one and one-third “K" rations to be carried on 
his person and one “C", one “D" and two-thirds “K" 
rations for each man were held in initial reserve. Two 
canteens of water and extra ammunition were to be car- 
ried. Orders were given that no rifles were to be fired be- 
fore daylight, except on order of an officer. Bayonets 
were to be used to dispose of sentries. 
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\t 2400, 7 November 1942, the ships of Sub-Task 
Force "Brushwood" anchored about nine miles off the 
coast of French Morocco, in the vicinity of Fedala Bay, 
and troops awaited H-hour which had initially been 
set for 0400 on 8 November, D-Day, but postponed to 
0445 because of unavoidable delays. Shortly before that 
time recordings of a speech prepared by President Roose- 
velt were broadcast to North Africa. The prepared speech 
announced the landings about to occur and appealed to 
the French forces in Africa to join with the Americans 
and British to expel the enemy from the continent. Those 
who wished to co-operate were asked to stack their 
weapons and point searchlights into the sky. Contrary 
to the highest hopes, however, the troops were to meet 
opposition, though not too prolonged in some places. 

THE LANDING AT FEDALA. 

FRENCH MOROCCO, 

At 0445, 8 November 1942, the Seventh Infantry 
actively engaged in World War II. At that hour the first 
troops of the First and Second Battalions began landing 
northeast of Fedala. As the Poet Burns once said "the 
best laid plans a’ mice an* men gang aft a-gley," so it 
was with the well laid plans of Colonel Robert C. Macon 
and his subordinate commanders. 

Naval coxwains guiding the Higgins boats to the 
beaches were not familiar with the coast line and as a 
result in the black night, which was "darkest just before 
the dawn," very few, if any, of the boats in the first 
waves landed on their assigned beaches. Instead they 
crashed on coral reefs and rocky shores. Men were injured 
and drowned. Units were broken up and scattered to 
the winds. Much confusion existed and soon some of the 
assault troops drew enemy fire. Later on, while moving 
inland, assault troops were shelled by their own support- 
ing naval guns as well as by French artillery. The Third 
Battalion Landing Team landed in daylight under 
machine gun and artillery fire. A few enemy planes 
strafed the troops. The operation was not executed too 
brilliantly but in spite of being put ashore in wrong 
places, and being shelled by their own navy, "Cotton 
Balers" turned the operation into a success through the 
determination and aggressiveness of individual members 
and groups. 

FIRST BATTALION CAPTURES FEDALA 
AND THE CAPE 

Company "A" which was to be landed on Beach Red 
2 near Fedala, and to move inland between Rue Dela 
Fey and the beach to the Cold Storage Plant to capture 
the Point, was landed by the Navy east of Beach Red 2 
on sharp coral rocks at about 0445. Some equipment was 
lost and the company became badly disorganized. Cap- 
tain Albert Brown, the company commander, did not 
reach the shore in the first wave because of motor boat 
failure. 

Company "C" commenced landing on the rocks left 
of Beach Red 2 at 0445. One boat of the first wave 
developed motor trouble and did not land until 0515 
two hundred fifty yards from the beach. Coordination 
was difficult and the various platoons, operating inde- 
pendently, pushed on for the objectives in Fedala. The 
Second Platoon of Company "C" commanded by Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Clarence A. Potterfield, organized as 
left flank platoon in the first wave for the attack on Fed- 
ala, experienced difficulty in landing. Its boats crashed 
against coral rocks east of Beach Red 2. Private First Class 
Roy W. Wilson lost his life in the water during the 
landing. Second Lieutenant Potterfield and Sergeant 



Glenn S. Foote literally pulled several men out of the 
water and rapidly organized the platoon for the advance 
on Fedala. The first friendly units that the platoon en- 
countered were men from Company "A" but it succeeded 
in joining the company headquarters group on the Rue 
de Kasha and moved on toward Point Petain where 
Captain Herman E. Wagner was found reorganizing part 
of the company. 

At about 0500 Private First Class Cecil C. Harrington 
of Company "A" prevented the Higgins boat in which 
he was riding from smashing against the dangerous reefs. 
He jumped overboard into water of unknown depth and 
with the aid of a rope held the craft from being smashed 
to pieces against the reefs while his comrades landed in 
safety.^ 

COMPANY "D" MEN DISPLAY GALLANTRY 
IN ACTION 

Company "D" commanded by Captain Leroy A. 
Haselwood began crashing on a reef with the first waves 
at about 0500. Several boats were broken and part of the 
load of one had to be transferred to another. Two boats 
slid over the reef and moved on into the beach. Other 
boats backed off of the reef and later moved to the shore 
to debouch their loads. Due to the tireless efforts of the 
officers and men very little equipment was lost. Private 
First Class Perry Coburn and Private Reino Wayrynen 
displayed great courage and initiative during this action 
by recovering a 30 calibre machine gun from the water 
after their assault boat had struck the coral reef. After 
scrambling to safety they returned to the wrecked craft 
voluntarily, wading through deep water under heavy 
artillery fire. They secured a rope to the wrecked boat 
and searched the coral bed until the weapon was found 
and carried back to the shore.^ 

Private First Class Bert A. Rodman of Company "D" 
voluntarily recovered the machine gun and tripod be- 
longing to his squad from its wrecked Higgins boat, 
which was beached on the rocks. The boat had sus- 
tained a damaged ramp and was filling rapidly with 
water. The men had landed without equipment and 
Private First Class Rodman returned twice through 
enemy fire to the wrecked boat to recover the equipment, 
wading approximately fifty yards through water over 
five feet deep.® 

Second Lieutenant William Tolbert of Company "A" 
commanded the group in Boat Number 7 of the second 
wave which careened off one landing boat and hit a coral 
reef some distance off shore. The men crawled over the 
bow of the boat onto the rocks but before they could 
clear the rocks a searchlight from the point flashed sky- 
ward and then swept the beach. As the men scrambled 
for cover a machine gun from one of the landing boats 
farther up the beach fired on the light. 

Lieutenant Colonel Roy E. Moore, commanding the 
First Battalion, landed with the third wave on the rcKks 
east of Beach Red 2 at about 0530 and spent about thirty 
minutes climbing over rocks before level ground was 
reached. Lieutenant Colonel Moore encountered men 
from both Companies "A" and "C", his assault com- 
panies. Finding only one officer in the group. Lieutenant 
Nielson of Company "A", the Lieutenant Colonel placed 
him in temporary command of the Company "A" group 



* GO No. 7 HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 27 Jan. '43. Pfe Harrington was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

® GO No. 1 1 HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 1 1 Dec. '42. Pfe Cobum and Pvt. 

Wayrynen were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

® GO No. 11 HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 11 Dec. '42. Pfe Rodman was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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and a non-commissioncd officer was placed in charge of 
the Company “C" men. He then sent scouts out to the 
front and a three or four man patrol to the left flank. 
The remainder of the two groups was ordered toward 
Fedala. First Lieutenant Robert W. Stephenson, the com- 
pany executive officer, arrived and assumed command of 
Company “A” which proceeded on its mission. Enemy 
machine gun fire barely passed over the heads of the men 
as they moved behind the mask of a low ridge along the 
beach. Enemy artillery fire searched in the fields to the 
east. At about 0600 in early dawn as the company pro- 
ceeded behind the mask, approximately a platoon of 
Senegalese soldiers were seen outlined against the sky. 
The two assault platoons of Company “A" hit the 
ground and allowed the Senegalese to come within 
seventy-five yards of their position. Lieutenant Tolbert 
went forward and induced the Senegalese, who had a 
60mm pack mortar and a machine gun, besides small 
arms, to surrender. 

The Intelligence Section of First Battalion Headquar- 
ters Company landed with the first wave under the com- 
mand of First Lieutenant Roosevelt Plummer and event- 
ually captured the Telephone and Telegraph Building in 
Fedala. Private First Class Everett P. Cardullo, of Head- 
quarters Company First Battalion, alone and at the risk 
of his life halted and effected the surrender of a platoon 
of Senegalese soldiers while on a mission to the Telegraph 
office. The troops leveled their guns at Private Cardullo, 
but were commanded to lower them by their officer. Sur- 
rendering their arms, the Senegalese were then held cap- 
tive by Private First Class Cardullo until he was relieved 
by an officer. Cardullo then proceeded on to a building 
where one squad of the Regimental Intelligence Section 
was held captive by the French. In conversing with the 
French, Private First Class Cardullo influenced them to 
release the captive Americans and return their arms and 
equipment."^ 

The Third Platoon of Company “C" commanded by 
Second Lieutenant Floyd L. Hardy entered Fedala at 
about dawn, stopped an enemy passenger car and a truck 
and captured nine German officers and men who were 
members of the German Armistice Commission that had 
fled from the Hotel Miramar. A detachment of the First 
Platoon and company headquarters moved rapidly for- 
ward ahead of the rest of the company and attempted to 
capture the coast artillery battery at the base of Cape Fed- 
ala as soon as possible. Firing positions were taken up 
about one hundred fifty yards from the battery and there 
was evidence that the position was going to surrender, 
when the Navy opened fire with heavy guns. After being 
subjected to about twenty minutes of the shelling the 
group withdrew to the balance of the company. Captain 
Herman E. Wagner then ran to the beach to try to get 
the Navy to stop shelling the Cape. During his absence the 
company was subjected to further shelling and suffered 
casualties. First Lieutenant Virgil W. Smith, Jr., second 
in command, withdrew the company from the shelled 
area only to receive machine gun and direct artillery fire 
from an anti-aircraft battery located at the west edge of 
the race track. As orders of the Battalion Commander had 
been for Company "C" to seize the race track before 
taking Fedala, First Lieutenant Smith launched an attack 
on the enemy positions. Slow but steady progress was 
made over the open ground against emplaced enemy 
machine guns. Second Lieutenant William Tilley com- 
manding the First Platoon and Sergeant Alvin G. White 
of the Intelligence Section armed with a rocket launcher 
moved forward to eliminate the enemy machine guns. 
After several well placed shots were fired, the enemy put 
up a white flag. Second Lieutenant Tilley and Sergeant 
White got up and walked toward the enemy but almost 
immediately were fired upon and wounded. Enraged 



members of Company “C" immediately opened fire with 
a heavy volume from all along the line inflicting casualties 
on the enemy. Sergeant Talmadge Miller went to the aid 
of Lieutenant Tilley and Sergeant White, who were mor- 
tally wounded. Without hesitation he crossed the open 
terrain in full view and under fire of the enemy.® The 
enemy actually surrendered the position the second time. 
Staff Sergeant William K. Dieleman reorganized the First 
Platoon. 

While this was going on the first squad of the Second 
Platoon of Company "C" under Sergeant James W. 
Cowling moved west of St. Jacques Church. Private 
First Class Bond fired his Browning automatic rifle 
down Rue de Foch upon an enemy machine gun at Point 
Pasteur. The squad was ordered to withdraw to Point 
Petain and in so doing spotted seven enemy soldiers con- 
structing a rock position 150 yards west of the city 
hall. Sergeant Miller and Private Sanford crawled to 
within thirty yards of the enemy from the rear, and 
quickly covered and captured them. 

Company “A" continued its advance toward Fedala 
encountering many armed Senegalese on the way, who 
offered however little resistance. Near the junction of 
Boulevard Moulay Youssef and Boulevard Moulay 
•Ismael two enemy machine guns of approximately 50mm 
calibre, an anti-tank gun of 20mm calibre, and some 
60mm pack mortars were destroyed. As dawn was break- 
ing Company “A” reached the edge of Fedala where a 
company of Senegalese troops were quartered in some 
barracks. They were quickly captured and sent to the 
rear. 

The First Platoon of Company “A” led by First 
Lieutenant Robert W. Stephenson and Second Lieuten- 
ant E. W. Staible surrounded the Miramar Hotel at 
0730 and entered it without resistance. Papers and 
effects of lately departed Germans were found. At this 
time both the U. S. Naval batteries and enemy artillery 
placed heavy concentrations on Fedala with two direct 
hits scored on the Hotel Miramar. Heavy shells began 
falling on the troops east of the hotel. One of the con- 
centrations killed Private William H. Marshall and a 
Senegalese soldier, besides wounding Corporal Charles 
J. Peters and Private Joseph G. Krumski. Much confus- 
ion resulted. The First Platoon became separated from 
the bulk of the company which managed to become lo- 
cated in some trenches just west of Casino Park. 

At about 0900 that exciting morning Private Paul E. 
Bruns, also of Headquarters Company First Battalion, 
rescued a fellow soldier, whose legs had been rendered 
useless by enemy machine gun fire, from drowning in 
Fedala Bay. At the time Private Bruns was engaged in 
taking ammunition from the beach to the dumps. He was 
returning for another load when enemy machine guns 
from the Cape began firing on the beach. A soldier about 
twenty-five yards out in the water was hit in the legs 
and Private Bruns, went to the aid of the soldier and 
successfully brought him to the safety of the dunes on 
the beach.® 

At 1000 Company "A" attempted to move forward 
again but was unsuccessful due to the heavy concentra- 
tions of naval, artillery and machine gun fire. At this 
time Private First Class Edwin S. Dowling. Jr., of Com- 
pany *‘A", exposed himself to enemy machine gun fire 
to give aid to his wounded squad leader upon whom the 



■ GO No. 11. HQ 3d Inf. Div., 11 Dec. ’42. Pfc. Cardullo was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

® GO No. 6, HQ 3d Inf. Div., 25 Jan. ’43. Sgt. Miller was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

^ GO No. 11, HQ 3d Inf. Div.. 11 Dec. '42. Pvt. Bruns was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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enemy was firing. His actions afforded the members of 
his squad the opportunity of outflanking and capturing 
the enemy who were only three hundred to four hundred 
yards distant and had excellent observation. This action 
reflected great credit on Private First Class Dowling.^® 

Company “B" commanded by Captain C. C. Crall, 
was the reserve company of the First Battalion, and had 
started crashing on the rocks at about 0525 in the third 
and succeeding waves. The platoons became separated. 
However Captain Crall organized as much of the com- 
pany as possible and started moving it inland at 0545 
sending security troops to Rond Point Lyautey, Road 
Junction No. 2 and the Railroad Station. At 1030 the 
company was disposed in the vicinity of the Market Place 
in Fedala protecting the rear of the First Battalion and 
preventing hostile forces from entering the town. The 
second platoon was sent forward to reinforce Company 
“C" and entered in a fight with French Marines on a 
patrol boat mounting a 75mm gun. The enemy were 
driven from the boat and retreated. Company “B” (less 
its Second Platoon) remained in its position during the 
rest of the day and night. The Second Platoon, following 
its successful attack on the French Marines, assaulted and 
captured a warehouse containing arms and equipment. 

Also during the landing operations while enemy shell 
fire was being received. Private Alfred Bowles of Com- 
pany “D" distinguished himself in action. He braved the 
enemy shell fire and rescued Corporal Thomas A. Rehak 
from the water into which he had fallen after debarking 
from a Higgins boat of the fourth wave. The front end 
of the boat was damaged when it collided with another 
craft about 800 yards from shore. The boat proceeded to 
shore and landed against a coral reef. Corporal Rehak was 
among the last to debark. As the corporal stepped over 
the side he slipped off the reef and fell into the water; he 
was weighted down with his equipment and ammunition 
and was in a perilous position between the reef and the 
boat which was being pounded by the waves. In the 
meantime Private Bowles had taken his equipment and 
8 1 mm mortar tube to the beach where the remainder of 
the company sought shelter. In the face of constant fire he 
returned to the damaged craft and alone assisted Corporal 
Rehak out of the water and onto the reef thereby saving 
the Corporal’s life.” 

When Company “D” finally reached some degree of 
organization, sections of heavy machine guns were sent 
to the Rond Point Lyautey and Rond Point Petain to 
cover the left flank of the First Battalion and control the 
streets in the rear of the two assault companies. One pla- 
toon of heavy machine guns was attached to Company 
"B” for defense of the beachhead. 

At 1030 the Second Platoon of Company “C", intact 
for the first time since leaving its transport, took its posi- 
tion on the left flank of the company which moved 
toward a large enemy encampment south of Casino Park. 
While the platoon moved on the left flank, across open 
terrain, a fifteen minute exchange of fire was carried on. 
At about 1120 an enemy civilian notified Lieutenant 
Potterfield that the garrison desired to surrender. Wish- 
ing to avoid casualties among his men he moved into the 
enemy lines unarmed, and without actual knowledge that 
they would surrender. This exceptional bravery brought 
success and the garrison of fifty men were influenced to 
capitulate, thus saving the lives of many men.^“ Terms 
were reached and the American flag was raised over the 
fortified area. 

Captain Wagner in returning from the beach with a 
few men assumed his company was attacking the coast 
artillery batteries and moved toward the Cape. Private 
First Class John L. Cupka of Company “C" employing 
a rocket launcher for the first time, silenced a 100mm 



coast artillery battery on Cape Fedala after advancing 
through hazardous terrain.^® 

Meanwhile our naval batteries engaged enemy shore 
batteries in a duel, with shells falling close to Captain 
Brown’s stranded boat. Attracting the attention of a 
boat returning from the shore Captain Brown's group 
was towed back to the U.S.S. Leonard Wood but the 
second boat also developed engine trouble just as the 
transport was reached. Getting into a third Higgins boat 
the captain finally reached Beach Red 2 at 0930 and 
with his group headed for Company “A” ’s objective. 
With about thirty men he succeeded in rejoining his 
company in the trenches near Casino Park at about 1 100. 

An enemy gun on Cape Fedala continued to inflict 
serious damage on our small landing craft and on the 
troops landing at Beach Blue, thereby threatening the 
entire operation. Lieutenant Colonel Moore ordered 
Company “A” in conjunction with four attached tanks 
which had landed about 0830 to attack at 1120 to 
silence the gun and seize the enemy's fire control station 
located in a building on a hill and protected by barbed 
w'ire. Company “A" attacked on schedule against small 
arms, automatic weapons and high trajectory fire and 
successfully passed through the town capturing the Cold 
Storage Plant and reaching the open field leading to the 
Cape. Firing positions were taken behind a wall and the 
company concentrated its fire on the control station. A 
mortar opened fire and scored a direct hit on the station. 
Staff Sergeant Robert A. Marvin of Company “A”, led 
an attack which was successful in destroying an enemy 
machine gun nest. Leaving two men to deliver frontal fire 
on the position he went alone approximately one hundred 
yards to the flank, creeping over terrain which was ex- 
posed to enemy sniper fire, in order to get within sub- 
machine gun range of the emplacement. Lying behind a 
rock only large enough to protect part of his body he fired 
successive bursts on the enemy until the rounds in his 
clip were expended. A white flag was raised at the em- 
placement before he could reload his piece.^^ 

Captain Brown stepped in front of his company, gave 
the order to fix bayonets and give assault fire with move- 
ment. He led his company across the open field as the 
enemy opened fire with all weapons. Private Frank D. 
Leppar of Company “A” distinguished himself during 
the action on Cape Fedala. 

Browning automatic riflemen protected men with wire 
cutters who made holes in the barbed wire for the rifle- 
men to dash through. One tank moved forward to the 
front through the barbed wire but overturned when at- 
tempting to go up the slope of the hill. As the enemy 
fired from the upstairs windows of the fire control sta- 
tion, Company "A” closed in from all sides in the final 
assault, killing five enemy, taking twenty-two prisoners 
of war and capturing three coastal guns and a .50 calibre 
gun. Snipers were still active on the Cape and Company 
“A” sent out parties which eliminated them. At 1201 
Second Lieutenant Joseph H. Reay called Company “A” 
to attention as Captain Brown raised the American flag 
over the fire control station. Lieutenant Colonel Moore 



GO No. 8, HQ 3d Inf. Div., 28 Nov. '42. Pfe Dowling was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 8, HQ 3d Inf. Div., 28 Nov. '42. Pvt. Bowles was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 32, HQ 3d Inf. Div., 26 Apr. '43. 2 Lt. Potterfield was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 11, HQ 3d Inf. Div., 11 Dec. '42. Pfe Cupka was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

I'l GO No. 14, HQ 3d Inf. Div., 21 Feb. ’43. S/Sgt. Marvin was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

15 GOs No. 2 W 32. HQ 3d Inf. Div., 8 Jan. W 26 Apr. '43. Capt. 
Brown ^ Pvt. Leppar were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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soon arrived at the control station and made plans for 
an attack at 1300, following a five minme 8lmni. 
mortar concentration, to captnre a small calibre battery 
known to be on rhe very rip o£ the Gape hot not firing 
at that time, ComjMny ' A’* tanks attached 

was assigned the mission. one tank became en- 

gaged with snipers in a building Campany did not 
attack at 1300 sharp, Captain wagner of Company '"C'* 
with a number of his men arrived oh the Cape and joined 
Company Just as the two com were about to 
Stan their attack a French civilian arrived and stated the 
enemy forces on the tip of the cape Would surrender if 
given the fights of prisonm of war. Captain Brown went 
to the Capc*s point and accepted the surrender of eighty 
enemy who piled up tbeit arms and ammunition; At this 
time some American soldiers opened fire on the gronp 
but no casualties resulted. A guard arrived and took 
charge of the prisoners. Company ''A'* remained on Cape 
Fedala during the night of 8-9 November, 

SECOND BATTALION LANDS OFF ITS 

COURSE AND CAPTURES FORT BLONDIN 

The boat waves of the Second Batialion Landing 
Team were directed astray and became greatly dispersed 
on the way to assault assigned beaches. The first and sec- 
ond waves landed at points east pi Mafjsouriab ar 0530, 
five and more miles east of the assigned bcachr The third 
wave landed oflF its course about four miles east of the 
assigned beach and si)t hundred yards cast of the point 
on which Fort Blondin is situated. The remaining waves 
were distributed between Eleach Blue 1 and Beach Red 3. 
which was the assigned beach. 

With the surf high and the shores tough and rocky 
the landing boats could approach only one hundred yards 
off shore in some places, Landing was made in deep Water 
under heavy fire from Fort Blondin which in turn was 
being shelled by the American naval support vessels. 
During the landing some casualries were suffered by 
drowning and gun fire. Sharp rocks made swimming and 
wading difficult, particularly with the heavy weight of 
the equipment and extra ammunition the members 
carried. 

Companies and "F‘" were the two assa nit com- 
panies of the battalion landing team which landed in 
the first two waves in the vicinity of the Mansouriah 
fuil road srariom in thr^ ^2^ of the 30tb Infantry. The 
landing was against tough, rocky reefs and many boats 
became daraSgedv Once ashore, however, the corapanies 
encounicred no opposition on the ground, and moved to 
the west abreast, along the one metre gauge railway 
tracks and seasonal xoad towards Fedala, iSuring the 
approach march hostile planes strafed the troops but 
w^erc driven off by massed rifie fire. : 

Company “G'*. witheJemenw of Gompany - -H’ V part 
of the Medical Dctachmen? and the atrillery liaison group 
landed with the Battalion Commander, Lieutenant 
Colood Rafael L. Salzman. in the third and fourth 
waves at several places., with only one group landing on 
the assigned Beach, Red 3, 

During the landing when members of Corn pan y ''H** 
were in dangeraf drowning. Staff Sergeant Garl P. Papa- 
nek ri^ued several men and c<|uipnient. bringing 
them ashore through heavy surLand under heavy artillery 
fire from ^ batteries. His serious saved not only the 
lives of several mem but also equipment essential to the 
continU^rion of (he landing operations. 

The Battalion Commander, his ekccutive officer; S-2 ; 
four rifle squads of Company ‘ one section of 81 mm. 
momfs and Ode section of heavy machine gtms from 
Company : part of the medical dejaclmient, com- 
muniLritOtrs sectiotr. and two rivilian photographers 



landed at about 0615 in the vicinity of Fort Blondin 
which was being shelled by Naval firc; It was necessary 
to withdraw from the immediate vicinity until the fire 
ceased. 

It was at that time that other elements joined the 
group and were organized into one force. At Q730 the 
naval artillery barrage on Fort Blondin ceased, having 





KO.LED IN ACTION 

Tbtee of 15 ''Cotton Balm*' 
KIA on A Nov, 1V42 doting tb< 
Inv^asion of North Africa. Abovc^ 

L. to R,. Pfe, Jobji H. Oaxron 

Chaptlaifl Ckment M. Fair- 
est, 3d Bn. : Lrft, 2 Lt Wiltiam 

M. Tinte, "C”- 



shclled the fort for one hour and a half. One ariiilery gun 
in the fort was still ahk to fire bowVver. in addittoh ta 
several machine guns and rifles. 

Fort Blondin was not an assigned objective of the 
Second Battalion but bad been assigned to the 30tb 
Infantry. Receiving fire from the fort, Lieutenant Colonel 
Salzman decided military necessity warranted an attack 
Oft the fort by his forces. 

Tb« Batulion ConunAnd^ ueing tbai ib« 50ib Infantry; 
wboje task it was to ukc tin fort, wen nowbtre neat the ansa 
of the fort, ofdertrd an anack on the forr from the south and 
ca«. He took personal command ot iheafuek.’r 

While mortar and machine gnn fire were delivered 
ea.st of the Fort and the enerav returned artillery and 
machine gun fire, Lieutenant Colonel Salzman person- 
ally led the four rifle squads from Company "'G*' in a 
flanking movement to the north and east The flanking 
force came under heavy machine gun fire. The Second 
Battalion leader disringurihed himself during action 
which eltminated the a nem V weapon/* ^ 

CO 8. HQ 3d Inf. Div , 28 Nov '4i. S^S^t'. Pa pan ek was 
' awarded the Silver Star 

" Htff - of 2 Buj Inf.. Norfolk Op. ' p 1 . 

OO No/ 13< HQ >d fnf Div., 2U Pdj '43. Li, 

.awl! pled the Silieer SfjJi Medal 
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As the attacking riflemen were within two hundred 
yards of the Fort the last remaining artillery gun of the 
defenders was put out of action by a mortar round. 
Machine gun and rifle fire continued to be delivered at 
the attacking riflemen of Company “G" as they closed in 
rapidly, crawled through the barbed wire defenses and 
started into the enclosures. Several of the enemy had been 
killed and wounded, and the surviving forty quickly 
surrendered. 



companies were landed far from their assigned zones and 
were to the rear of the Third Platoon, such a mission 
could not be performed. Second Lieutenant Perry J. 
Stockman knew that part of the battalion’s objective was 
the railroad crossing over the Wadi Mellah. He accord- 
ingly led the Third Platoon toward that battalion objec- 
tive. Joined by a section of machine guns from Company 
“H” under Lieutenant Tietze, the small detachment ar- 
rived at the crossing to find detachments of the enemy 




The fort was taken after one of our mortars had put the 
remaining gun out of action and our fire had silenced some of 
the machine guns. The Battalion Commander was among the 
first to enter the fort and he received the surrender of the Com- 
mandant of Fort Blondin. After the Battalion Commander had 
received the surrender of the Commandant, the battalion com- 
mander of the 30th Infantry came up to the fort with some of 
his men. After having explained the situation, the Second Bat- 
talion Commander moved out of the fort and proceeded to his 
ow^n objective. The resistance of the French was spirited and the 
action of the Second Battalion probaWy saved the 30th Infantry 
some heavy losses as the I rench only gave up w’hen our elements 
were up to the barbed wire 

The Third Platoon of Company “G”. less one squad, 
landed on Beach Red 2. Its assigned mission was to gain 
contact with the First Battalion and protect the right 
rear of the right assault company. But because assault 



guarding the western end. Aggressive action drove the 
enemy away and the group dug in. set up defensive posi- 
tions and awaited the arrival of other friendly forces. 

After leaving Fort Blondin. Lieutenant Colonel Salz- 
man reported to the Regimental Command Post and then 
made a motor reconnaissance to, and beyond the Wadi 
Mellah. He found the two rifle squads of Company "G " 
under Second Lieutenant Stockman and the section of 
machine guns under Lieutenant Tietze covering the rail- 
road bridge. The battalion commander continued his 
reconnaissance and located Companies "E ” and “F ” 
and brought them to the Wadi Mellah. 



“Hist, of 2 Bn. 7th Inf..“ Op. cit. p. 2. 
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THIRD BATTALION FOLLOWS UP TO THE 
WADI MELLAH 

The Third Battalion Landing Team less Company 
“L" under the command of Major Eugene H. Cloud 
also experienced much difficulty in landing. Delays oc- 
curred, due to a shortage of landing craft and many boats 
developed engine trouble. The biggest factor however 
was opposition from the enemy in the form of artillery 
and machine gun fire. The Third Battalion Landing 
Team was unable to follow up the First Battalion land- 
ing as rapidly as scheduled. On approaching Beach Red 2 
the artillery and machine gun fire was so heavy that the 
Third Battalion Landing had to give up hope of landing 
there and was forced to use Beach Red 3. But opposition 
was encountered there and many casualties were suffered 
in the water and on the beach. Much equipment was 
lost and a great number of the landing craft were 
destroyed. 

The Third Battalion Catholic Chaplain, First Lieu- 
tenant Clement M. Falter, attempted to aid a wounded 
soldier but was killed by enemy mortar fire.^ The bat- 
talion commander received a slight shrapnel wound 
but continued on. After crossing the beach the Third 
Battalion occupied a field where deep ditches offered some 
protection from strafing enemy planes. An enemy plane 
dived and strafed Company “M’\ 

Sergeant Amos J. Bemis of Company “K” performed 
admirably in rescuing Private Gerald R. Howard from 
the water off the reefs during the landing operations.-* 
Private Francis Slavik of the Medical Detachment re- 
mained on the beach to attend wounded sdldiers when 
other personnel were moving across the beach and out 
of the danger zone as quickly as possible. -- 

Company ‘T" and the 3rd Reconnaissance Troop 
which units were assigned the special mission of landing 
on Beach Yellow 2 at H and H-plus 60 to advance in- 
land. secure the highway and railroad over the Wadi 
Mellah, and capture hostile installations in the golf course 
area, never did accomplish their mission. The U.S.S. 
Tasker H. Bliss which carried the special force became 
lost during the night and reached the transport area late. 
Company “L" did not leave the ship until 0705 in the 
morning. The advance to Beach Yellow 2 was made in 
the small boats during broad daylight and was contin- 
ually subjected to intense artillery concentrations and .50 
calibre machine gun fire when within range. Four separate 
attempts were made to land at Beach Yellow 2 but all 
attempts were without success. The naval ensign in 
command of the boats ordered them to return to the 
ship. Captain Mark L. Cory commanding Company “L" 
intervened and ordered the ensign to put the company 
ashore “somewhere," which was done at Beach Red 3 
between 1115 and 1130, between artillery barrages. 
Rapidly clearing the beach the company reorganized in 
the cane brakes where it was strafed twice by enemy 
planes and suffered one casualty. 

The Third Reconnaissance Troop did not land with 
Company “L" but returned to the U.S.S. Tasker H. 
Bliss after being in the Higg ns boats for about seven 
hours. The Cavalry troops remained on the Bliss until 
10 November when they landed. Company “L" joined 
the Third Battalion which moved on order to the Wadi 
Mellah and made secure the highway bridge on Route 

2*5 1 Lt. Falter was born at Landeck, Ohio, 6 Oct. 1904. He was 
ordained to the Holy Priesthood on 3 May 1930 and served as a 
professor at St. Joseph's College in Indiana from 1932 to 1942. 

21 GO No. 2. HQ 3d Inf. Div., 8 Jan. '43. Sgt. Bemis was awarded 
the Silver Star Medal. 

22 GO No. 2, HQ 3d Inf. Div., 8 Jan. '43. Pvt. Slavik was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 



Secondaire. No opposition was encountered during this 
movement. Outposts were set up and defenses prepared to 
repel any counter-attack. 

COLONEL WILBUR WITH HELP OF 

CORPORAL FORBES PERFORMS MISSION 

OF VITAL IMPORTANCE 

On the morning of 8 November 1942, Colonel Wil- 
liam H. Wilbur, not a member of the Seventh Infantry, 
but with a mission of vital importance, came ashore in 
one of the boats of the First Battalion Landing Team. 
He carried letters signed by General Patton, Command- 
ing General of the Western Task Force, and approved by 
the President of the United States, directed to the Com- 
manding General of the Casablanca Division and to the 
Admiral commanding the French Fleet at Casablanca. 
The Colonel had an amphibious jeep especially equipped 
with a powerful radio and carried an American silk flag 
and a white flag two feet square. Corporal Sanford M. 
Forbes of Regimental Headquarters Company, with full 
knowledge of the great risk involved, had volunteered to 
drive the jeep and was with Colonel Wilbur. Upon land- 
ing, however, the amphibious jeep proved unequal to the 
task. When one of the successive waves landed a jeep 
it was commandeered by Colonel Wilbur who trans- 
ferred the flags to the new jeep and started out for Casa- 
blanca with Corporal Forbes driving. Captain Jean Ap- 
ler of the French Army was picked up in Fedala to act 
as a guide. 

On the trip from Fedala to Casablanca many French 
elements were passed — groups of two or three French 
soldiers: one Spahi patrol; one battalion in close forma- 
tion, without any security units however: as well as 
guarded road blocks. At one road block the officer in 
command ordered his Senegalese machine gunners to 
open fire on the group. Although the order was given 
three times it was never carried out by the soldiers as 
Colonel Wilbur also spoke to them in French. He told 
them the members of his group were Americans who had 
not come to fight the French but only the Germans. After 
a delay the jeep with its occupants sped on to Casablanca 
where some of the people cheered as they saw the Ameri- 
can Flag. They drove to the Casablanca Division Head- 
quarters where Colonel Wilbur was told by General 
Desre and Admiral Ronarch of the French that they had 
no authority to treat with anyone, and that Admiral 
Michelier at the Admiralty was in command. Leaving a 
copy of his letters Colonel Wilbur left and was driven 
to the Admiralty by Corporal Forbes, guided by Captain 
Apler, while bombs and shells began to fall in Casa- 
blanca, and French anti-aircraft guns fired heavy bar- 
rages. 

Colonel Wilbur’s efforts at the Admiralty met with 
little success as he was not permitted to see Admiral 
Michelier or have his letters presented, and finally was 
told to get out. Returning from the Admiralty along 
the water front, shells and bombs landed very close to 
the jeep. Some French sailors with very threatening atti- 
tudes were met. so Corporal Forbes increased the speed 
of the jeep. The return trip from Casablanca to Fedala 
was made at a high speed. Reporting in at Third Divis- 
ion Headquarters Colonel Wilbur sent the following 
radio message to General Patton: 

Letter to the commanding General Casablanca Division has 
been delivered to him. I went to the Admiralty in Casablanca, 
but Admiral Michelier refused to receive me. The French Army 
docs not want to fight. I will report to you on the Augusta. 

Corporal Forbes then drove Colonel Wilbur toward 
the beach where the Colonel intended to find a boat 
which would take him to the U.S.S. Augusta. They 



10 



Digitized by 



Google 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




came upon the light tanks of the Second Platoon of 
Company “A", 756th Tank Battalion, which had 
landed at about 0830 under fire from coast defense guns 
located on and near Cape Fedala. While the water-proof- 
ing was being taken off the tanks, Second Lieutenant 
John M. Rutledge, in command of the platoon, and 
Sergeant Ames, had returned to the beach to locate the 
position of the enemy guns which were firing on 
the beach. They located some French 75mm guns near 
the oil tanks in the Port de Fedala. They returned to the 
tanks shortly after Colonel Wilbur arrived. The two 
officers talked of the necessity of going into immediate 
action against the guns. Though the First Platoon of 
tanks had been assigned the mission of supporting the 
First Battalion in Fedala and on the Cape they had not 
yet landed. 

Colonel Wilbur commandeered the platoon of Second 
Lieutenant Rutledge which had been reduced to four 
available tanks at that time because one had gone astray 
after landing. Riding on the outside of Second Lieuten- 
ant Rutledge's tank, Colonel Wilbur directed the vehicles 
toward Fedala and encountered Colonel Robert C. Macon 
who did not object to Colonel Wilbur's riding into 
Fedala with the tanks but did object to any plans he 
might have entertained in regard to directing the fight 
and reminded him that Lieutenant Colonel Moore was 
in command of the operations in Fedala and that the 
tanks were to be used in accordance with Lieutenant 
Colonel Moore’s plans. The tanks moved on into Fedala 
where the First Battalion commander was met and ar- 
rangements were made for the tanks to join Company 
“A” in the attack. One tank became “shorted” out. The 
remaining three took up defiladed positions behind an 
hedge and fired on enemy positions. The gun triggers of 
weapons on another tank went out of action. One tank 
however eventually crashed-in the barbed wire barricade 
before the control station, but, as previously mentioned 
overturned. 

For performance of his mission to Casablanca and his 
participation in the battle of Fedala, Colonel Wilbur, on 
recommendation of higher authority, was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. For his bravery in driv- 
ing Colonel Wilbur through the occupied enemy coun- 
try and for later driving the unarmored jeep toward the 
enemy battery on Cape Fedala Corporal Forbes was 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, which was the 
first award of that medal to a “Cotton Baler” during 
World War IL^ 

SECOND AND THIRD BATTALIONS ADVANCE 
BEYOND THE WADI MELLAH TOWARD 
CASABLANCA— 9 NOVEMBER 1942 

At 1600 on 8 November Colonel Robert C. Macon 
reported to Major General J. W. Anderson at Third 
Division Headquarters in Fedala and received orders 
from him to advance the Seventh Infantry to a line south 
of the Wadi Mellah. He returned to his command post 
and issued orders for a meeting of unit commanders at 
the Second Battalion Command Post for 1900. Accom- 
panied by the Regimental S-3, Captain William B. Ros- 
son. Colonel Macon arrived at the Second Battalion 
Command Post at the appointed time and issued orders 
for an advance that night by the Second and Third Bat- 
talions to a line approximately two miles southwest of 
the Wadi Mellah. which line would serve as a line of 
departure for the continuation of the advance, beginning 
at 0730, 9 November. The First Battalion was to remain 
in Fedala and on the Cape during the night guarding the 
vital installations. As soon as relief could be affected by 
the Second Battalion of the 20th Engineers the First 



Battalion was to assemble south of the Wadi Mellah to 
the rear of the two assault battalions and remain in 
reserve. 

At 1730 an enemy plane attempted to strafe the Sec- 
ond Battalion troops and appeared over the high ground 
to their rear. A well-placed burst of fire from an anti- 
aircraft gun manned by Staff Sergeant Haywood M. 
Wolfen, of a Cannon Company platoon, was seen to hit 
the plane. A dense column of black smoke emerged from 
the rear of the enemy craft, which was seen to lose alti- 
tude rapidly, disappearing in the wooded slopes beyond 
the Wadi Mellah. No one doubted that the plane had 
been destroyed. During the hours of darkness the Second 
and Third Battalions crossed the Wadi Mellah. The 
Third Battalion closed into its area at 0130. Beginning 
at 0130 the Regimental Command Post was moved to a 
location approximately twelve hundred yards southwest 
of Si Bu Lanouar, and about one thousand yards behind 
the front lines. 

During the day and night elements of the Regimental 
Landing Group had continued to land and by 2000 the 
10th Field Artillery Battalion, most of the tanks and 
Cannon Company were ashore. One section of Anti- 
Tank Company consisting of two mine squads, a pla- 
toon of headquarters group, and one gun squad with a 
one-half ton weapons carrier spent about ten hours in 
the bay in a landing boat and was not landed at Beach 
Red 2 until 2300. The troops got little rest or comfort 
during the night. Clothes were still wet from the land- 
ing operations. The chilly wind that swept in from the 
ocean caused much shivering and sleep was impossible 
without blankets. Nevertheless the morale of the troops 
was at a high level. 

The advance of the assault battalions on the morning 
of 9 November, started as scheduled with the Third Bat- 
talion on the right and the Second Battalion on the left. 
Company “D” reinforced the Third Battalion for the 
purpose of supporting the left assaulting company and 
filling any gaps that might occur between the two attack- 
ing battalions. Companies “I” and “L” made up the 
attacking forces for the 7'hird Battalion with “L” on 
the right. Immediately on crossing the line of departure 
Company “I” received small arms and machine gun fire, 
and was in contact with enemy forces throughout the 
day. Company “I” commanded by Captain Clarence H. 
White, Jr., progressed rapidly, nevertheless, by advancing 
one platoon and then another. Each platoon assisted the 
other's advance by flanking fire while mortars and light 
machine guns supported the riflemen. On one occasion 
Sergeant Earl J. McCarry's squad was suddenly trapped 
by Spahi cavalrymen. The sergeant displayed courage and 
assured the safety and proper deployment of his men. 
He then inspired an attack which caused the enemy to 
withdraw.-^ 

Early in the afternoon Corporal Clyde R. Lynch of 
Company “I” distinguished himself as a leader by lead- 
ing his machine gun squad into position near the enemy 
lines. He exposed himself to the enemy so that he might 
spot the enemy machine gun positions. This action re- 
sulted in the destruction of two enemy machine gun crews 
and their protecting riflemen which were holding the 
advance of the right flank platoon.^® Company “L” 
advanced along Route Secondaire and encountered only 
delaying actions by mounted Spahi Troops. 

The Second Battalion crossed the line of departure 
with Company “E” on the right. Company “F” on the 
left and Company “G” in reserve. Wide dispersion was 

23 For authority sec GO 1 9 Allied Forces Hqrs., 23 Nov. 1 942. 

24 GO No. 8. FIQ 3d Inf. Div., 28 Nov. '42. Sgt. McCarry was 

awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

2r* GO No. 8. HQ 3d Inf. Div., 28 Nov. '42. Cpl. Lynch was 

awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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made from south of Route Principale to the west of the 
railroad. The junction of the Mediouna-Fedala highway 
and Route Principale was reached by noontime when the 
Second Battalion commander ordered his assault com- 
panies to attack an anti-aircraft installation which had 
been located in the vicinity of Sid Bou Azza and was 
active against our supporting aviation as well as ground 
forces. Before the position could be attacked, however, 
the Second Platoon of Cannon Company commanded 
by Second Lieutenant William E. Mick. Jr., and attached 
to the Second Battalion, took up hasty positions, and in 
its first fire mission of the campaign delivered such accur- 
ate fire that the enemy withdrew from the position. 




At about 1400 Lieutenant Colonel Ben Harrell of the 
Third Division Staff delivered orders from the com- 
manding general to Colonel Macon directing that the 
advance be halted on a line approximately five and one- 
half miles south of the Wadi Mellah pending the unload- 
ing of additional supplies from the transports and the 
moving up of the 15th Infantry on the left flank. The 
15th Infantry had taken over the zone of the 30th In- 
fantry and was to the left and rear. Colonel Macon in 
turn issued orders to organize on this line in readiness 
to continue the attack. He then delivered his orders to 
the Third Battalion in person while Captain Rosson 
delivered them to the Second Battalion. Accordingly the 
forward battalions halted their advance at about 1500 
and set up defensive positions, being subjected to heavy 
artillery barrages from French emplacements at Casa- 
blanca. El Hank and Oukacha. One enemy plane strafed 
troops of the Third Battalion but riflemen and machine 
gunners returned heavy fire, damaging the plane so that 
it flew out over the Atlantic Ocean with smoke trailing. 
Cold winds from the ocean continued to chill the troops 
who had received very little, if any. rest since leaving 
the transports. At about 1 530 Colonel Macon visited the 
command post of the 15th Infantry and obtained in- 



formation of the forward elements of that regiment 
which was still to the left and rear of the Seventh In- 
fantry. 

The First Battalion, which had been relieved of guard- 
ing installations in Fedala by the Second Battalion 20th 
Engineers during the evening of 8 November, had re- 
mained in Fedala and on the Cape during the night. Early 
in the morning of 9 November, it marched without inci- 
dent. except for one low-flying Italian plane which flew 
over the battalion and was fired upon, to an area about 
one and a half miles in rear of the front lines near the 
boundary of the forward battalions and assembled in 
regimental reserve. 

7th INFANTRY CONTINUES THE ATTACK 
10 NOVEMBER 1942 

Battalion commanders assembled at the Second Bat- 
talion Command Post during the night and received 
orders from Colonel Macon to continue the advance at 
midnight to a coordinating line on the outskirts of Casa- 
blanca from which an attack would be launched at 0730 
10 November. The advance of the assault battalions 
started as ordered at 0001. 10 November. During the 
approach march the battalions came under interdicting 
artillery fire. 

SECOND BATTALION CAPTURES 

BEAULIEU-AIN-SEBA IN HARD FIGHT 

The Second Battalion moved out in a column of com- 
panies with Company “E". under the command of Cap- 
tain John C. Casteel, as advance guard. Companies “F", 
“G ". and “H" followed in order. Men of the heavy 
weapons company became quite fatigued during the 
march burdened with the weight of their weapons. Their 
condition and experiences of that night are best told in 
the official report and is quoted verbatim. 

This time in column of companies, at 0001 of the 10th 
November Company 'H” was again on the move: tired men 
shifted their loads and groaned very quietly; the silence in which 
the battalion moved was worthy of real veterans; and the 
knowledge that we were approaching the objective, with the 
probability of real action and, incidentally, expending a good 
part of all that heavy ammunition we had been carrying since 
early morning of the 8th, encouraged every one. 

Tired legs stretched out, bent backs straightened, deep 
breaths could be heard; and across the Bled (open) country 
toward Casablanca marched the battalion. After a while we 
were on the smooth pavement of a highway. 

In the darkness of that night, with a thin rain coming down 
persistently, and a chill wind that penetrated to the very bones, 
no man could appreciate the smooth walking of a surfaced road, 
after all that stumbling, shuffling, sinking, on plowed fields, 
and climbing walls and fences. 

All the length of the column, long as it was, and wide, no 
sound could be heard other than a low rustling of shoe leather 
meeting asphalt, but off the front and to right and left, hun- 
dreds of dogs howled a continuous alert, keeping up with the 
column, never quite dying down, gaining in volume occasion- 
ally. 

Periodically, almost monotonously, the batteries of Ain El 
Diab roared, accompanied by a great flash. The rush of wind 
and the scream of shells passed over our heads. After a while 
the men forgot to duck. That instinctive shrinking of heads into 
shoulders had not been due to fear but to unfamiliarity with the 
sound. 

Now, from time to time, a new noise could be heard; a man 
would stumble, fall forward on his face, get up, and try to pick 
up his load again, but though the spirit was strong, endurance 
had reached its limit. This was particularly true in this company. 
Heavy machine guns and the corresponding load of ammuni- 
tion, heavy mortars and their heavy shells, were never meant to 
be man-carried day after day, night after night, by soldiers who 
had their own heavy equipment to carry, and their own indi- 
vidual weapons. 

They kept up. and they fell, not once, but many times, on 
that march to Ain Sebah, and always they got up again and 
walked some more, and were grateful for the rests that had to 
come more and more frequently now. 
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We had reached Ain Sebah, and it was still at least one hour 
before daylight; we were in the midst of houses, walled gar- 
dens, factories, and toward the front as well as on all side, a few 
yards away, complete darkness. Suddenly the formation halted; 
up ahead, a good distance to the front, there was gun fire; a 
few shots and then the sound of exploding grenades; soon the 
firing increased in volume, machine guns joining rifles. 

The company extended to right and left and small units 
sought cover for themselves and weapons; there was no possi- 
bility of their employment before daylight, and in that respect 
the enemy had all the advantage; for it soon was evident that 
they were firing on predetermined lines and when their artillery 
joined in the chorus, which it did very quickly, it was also evi- 
dent that here the enemy 'was making his real stand, and that w’e 
had in front of us a very strong position, amply supported by 
artillery not only of 75mm, but by the sound, of even heavier 
calibre. Preparations were made for immediate employment of 
the heavy weapons at daylight,-® 

At about 0430 the Second Battalion encountered the 
enemy. The First Platoon of Company “E”, making 
up the point and advance party of the column, was at 
the edge of Beaulieu-Ain-Seba and reported obstacles and 
enemy activity to the front. From the right front came 
scattered rifle fire and soon afterward fire from small 
calibre cannon. The troops had orders not to fire rifles 
or machine guns before daylight but to fight with hand 
grenades, bayonets and knives in order to prevent con- 
fusion and unnecessary casualties on their own units. 
The advance party encountered a road block composed 
of overturned ore cars and defended by rifle and auto- 
matic weapons fire. Fire from heavier calibre weapons 
and increasing small arms and machine gun fire was re- 
ceived from the left front. The battalion commander 
who had been marching with the advance party ordered 
Company “E'’ to remain in position, seek cover and wait 
for daylight while Company “F" could be brought 
abreast of “E” on the left. Then with support of heavy 
weapons an assault woulcf be made. At about 0450 
enemy artillery and mortar fire began to fall on the 
battalion. Captain John C. Casteel of Company "F" was 
killed and numerous other casualties resulted. 

The forward elements had passed a quarry and cement 
factory. The enemy fire came from the right front and 
the right rear. In the darkness the men could see nothing 
to fire at as the enemy were well dug in. The enemy 
artillery increased but was not too accurate. The bat- 
talion commander organized Company “H" and ele- 
ments of the three rifle, companies in the quarry and 
moved them out at 0555 as in five minutes time the 
American Navy was scheduled to shell the quarry which 
was an enemy marine ammunition depot. As the troops 
moved to the left for a hill shells began to fall in the 
quarry area. 

With the coming of daylight the two assault platoons 
of Company “F” found firing positions and prepared 
to assault the enemy. From the left front of Company 
"E" a battery of 75mm artillery guns fired in the com- 
pany at a point blank range of three hundred yards. In 
the first minutes of daylight the battery was located and 
rifle fire placed upon it. Then Captain Lambert J. Hruska 
led the first two platoons in an attack on the artillery 
position. The assault was made over a distance of about 
seventy-five yards through direct fire of small arms and 
the fire of land and naval artillery. Private First Class 
Kurt Steenback and other riflemen closed in to hand 
grenade range and silenced the battery. First Lieutenant 
William M. Cheever. leader of the first platoon, was 
killed during this action and Captain Hruska wounded. 
Later on Private First Class Steenback voluntarily carried 
a message through the shelled area to his battalion com- 
mander calling for artillery support. Open terrain was 
crossed under enemy machine gun and rifle fire.-^ 

During the morning two enemy warships, apparently 
light cruisers or destroyers, about two miles off shore 
fired rapidly into Seventh Infantry zones of action. 



Daylight came, and with it a new sound; that of naval guns, 
which for a while we thought was our own naval gun fire sup- 
port; two small warships could be seen close off shore, and they 
were firing fast . . . but their shells came closer and closer to us; 
they couldn’t be ours . . . and they were not. They were enemy 
warships, adding to the already preponderant artillery fire which 
the enemy was delivering on us. The thought came to us: 
“Where, then arc our ships, and the naval concentrations against 
Ain Sebah 

Lieutenant Colonel Salzman made heroic efforts and 
was greatly assisted by Captain Gilbert C. St. Clair of 
Company “H" and Second Lieutenant Perry J. Stock- 
man of Company “G’' in the execution of the flanking 
movement and advance to the left against the strong 
enemy resistance to the high ground near Route 106. 
Captain St. Clair refused evacuation for treatment of a 
head wound and continued to lead his company in action. 
Second Lieutenant Stockman displayed resourcefulness 
and coolness under the heavy fire and steadied the troops 
by his example. He assisted in the destruction or silencing 
of several enemy machine guns that had been firing 
against his unit.^® The flanking troops moved farther to 
the left 

. . . but from the high ground south of Ferme de La Jon- 
quicre there came suddenly heavy machine gun fire directed at 
us; two men were wounded by this fire. But this high ground 
should have been occupied by the 15 th Infantry which was to 
be on our left, eventually it was found that it was not the 15th 
Infantry, but the enemy, who had installed a number of machine 
guns, but a long time was wasted in establishing their identity 
before placing fire on them. 3® 

During the morning of 10 November any movement 
of vehicles or tanks, was signaled to the enemy by Arabs 
or spotters. It was believed that the Arabs must have 
been informed of intended artillery barrages because 
when the artillery fell there were no natives about, and 
when conditions were quiet, many Arabs appeared on 
the road or ran up and down the terrain. 

During that dark morning of 10 November 1942, 
First Lieutenant Perry E. Rowe, Second Battalion Sur- 
geon, located the Battalion Aid Station in an apparently 
sheltered position and gave medical attention to the 
wounded. With daylight it was discovered that the loca- 
tion of the Aid Station was very close to the enemy lines, 
and it came under fire of enemy artillery and small arms. 
Under trying conditions he treated many wounded and 
performed emergency operations which undoubtedly 
saved many lives. 

During a temporary cessation of the advance that 
morning four soldiers of Company "F" and one from 
the Medical Detachment volunteered to rescue a number 
of wounded comrades who had fallen well within the 
enemy lines. On the return trip with the wounded it was 
necessary for them to defend themselves, against machine 
gun and rifle fire aimed directly at them. These men 
made the forward and return journey under constant 
heavy artillery, machine gun and rifle fire. The conduct 
of Sergeant Raymond Kotz, Private First Class Ray- 
mond Cruz, Private First Class Gordon Shook and Pri- 
vate William Hemmenway of Company “F” with Pri- 
vate Peter Gettman of the Medical Detachment served 
as an example and inspiration to others of the battalion 
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“Hist, of Co. H’, 7th Inf., Fedala-Casablanca Op., 9-11 Nov. 
•42”. 

GOs No. 14 y 18, HQ 3d Inf. Div., 30 Dec. ’4 2 W 24 Feb. ’4 3, 
Capt. Hruska & Pfc. Steenback were each awarded the Silver Star 
Medal. 

Hist, of Co. ‘G’, 7th Inf., Fedala-Casablanca Op. 9-1 1 Nov. 
'42“. 



GOs No. 2 « 8. HQ 3d Inf. Div., 28 Nov. *42 H 8 Jan. *43. 
Capt. St. Clair 0 2 Lt. Stockman were each awarded the Silver 
Star Medal. 

“Hist, of Co. ’H’, 7th Inf., Fedala-Casablanca Op. 9-11 Nov. 
’42”. 



GO No. 23, HQ 3d Inf. Div , 18 Mar. ’43. 1 Lt. Rowe was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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area. However about thirty minutes later the objective 
was changed and limited to the Camp Dc la Jonquicre 
which was on the edge of the more heavily populated 
part of the city. Deeming it necessary to make an addi- 
tional reconnaissance in the zone of action of the left 
battalion, the Regimental Commander took fifteen tanks 
that became available and riding in the lead tank, with 
Captain Rosson in the second, reconnoitered the hostile 
front line positions. In the vicinity of A El Bouirel the 
party was subjected to a heavy concentration of artillery 
fire. The group continued and located the Second Bat- 
talion whereupon the Regimental Commander got out of 
the tank and continued his reconnaissance on foot to the 
top of a ridge where a second artillery concentration was 
directed at the group making it necessary for the members 
to take cover. Learning of the difficulties the Second Bat- 
talion had encountered and the exhausted condition of 
the men, that battalion was ordered to hold its position 
and reorganize.^® 

The First Battalion attacked at 1045 with Company 
“B" on the right. Company “C" on the left. The ad- 
vance was met with artillery fire and Company “B” 
drew ahead of “C ' whereupon the company held until 
*C” was able to move up. The company commanders. 
Captains Crall and Wagner, conferred with each other 
and plans were made for a coordinated attack. The first 
platoon on the right of Company “B ’’ was taken under 
enemy machine gun and rifle fire and moved forward 
behind a knoll. The objective was but eight hundred 
yards distant. At this time the entire company was sub- 
jected to a devastating mortar and artillery barrage. 

Advance elements of Company “C” reached a thirty - 
foot cliff, about five hundred yards from the enemy posi- 
tions, where the company was reorganized. Corporal 
Alton J. McDermid. of Company “C”, scaled the cliff in 
order that he might observe and reconnoiter. While sub- 
jected to observed fire in his position Corporal McDermid 
directed the fire of the mortar squad, which action resulted 
in the silencing of an enemy machine gun nest and al- 
lowed the company to advance.^® 

The Second Platoon of Company "C” was sent to the 
left flank to cover the enemy with fire while the balance 
of the company maneuvered and attacked over bare level 
terrain against direct artillery and machine gun fire. 

The Third Platoon of Company “B" entered a walled 
estate and was later joined by part of “C” Company. 
The fight was continued with the enemy in the barracks 
throughout the afternoon. The 60mm mortar section 
went into action and set fire to a hay stack on the right 
flank which contained an enemy machine gun that was 
firing on the First Platoon. The light machine gun of 
the Third Platoon engaged an enemy gun located in an 
unfinished, steel -girded building one thousand yards to 
the right flank. A messenger was sent back to find the 
battalion headquarters with the request to send tanks 
or place artillery fire on the enemy mortars and artillery. 
The Second Platoon, echeloned to the right rear to 
cover the exposed flank, was forced to withdraw by the 
heavy artillery fire but moved in good order around a 
low hill. The force in the walled estate was under con- 
stant heavy fire from the enemy but remained there 
throughout the day. 

Sergeant Frederick T. Bear of the First Platoon, Com- 
pany “C", voluntarily advanced beyond the front lines 
across the open terrain through the machine gun and 
artillery fire in an attempt to silence an enemy machine 
gun. Sergeant Bear’s rifle was .^hot out of his hand but 
upon recovering it he continued his one man advance 
toward the machine gun nest. One of our own mortars 
silenced the gun before he could reach it.^^ 

The problem of communication between platoons 
and elements of the company was critical. Private First 
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Class Vernon C. Perry of Company “C'’ displayed great 
courage and tireless effort under the constant fire in con- 
veying valuable information to the various units. He 
moved on several occasions among exploding shells and 
machine gun fire over terrain that was devoid of cover. 

At dusk the “B" Company Commander with the 
communication sergeant and a mesenger moved out of the 
walled estate and re-organized his units during the night. 
All around defenses were set up with the men using their 
helmets and hands to dig fox holes in the open flat ter- 
rain. A platoon of Company “D" joined Company “B" 
at 2230. The enemy fired spasmodic machine gun fire 
until shortly after midnight and snipers were active. 
Company “C” held its positions during the night. A 
critical shortage of mortar and machine gun ammunition 
existed in both the assault companies. 

During the day Private First Class George Meyers of 
Company “C” showed initiative and bravery to facili- 
tate a continuous flow of supplies to the assault troops 
of his company. He drove a loaded ammunition truck and 
trailer through the hazardous territory to within 300 
yards of the final advance. The company had advanced 
one and one-half miles over the rocky flat terrain. He 
drove his vehicle from the rear line to the forward posi- 
tion in the face of a rolling artillery barrage and fire from 
snipers. His action greatly encouraged the troops in in- 
tensifying their efforts."*^ 

Tanks supporting the First Battalion had run out of 
fuel and were unable to support the forward companies 
during the attack. At 1600 the regimental commander 
called the naval dive bombers to attack an hostile bat- 
tery in the dock area of Casablanca. In about twenty 
minutes dive bombers attacked but failed to silence the 
battery. A second request was made and another attack 
by the bombers completely silenced the battery. 

At 2200, 10 November, Colonel Macon issued orders 
to the unit commanders to resume the attack on Casa- 
blanca in the morning, at 0700, following preparations 
by dive bombers and artillery. The 7th Infantry was to 
make the main effort with its three battalions abreast sup- 
ported by Company “A", 756th Tank Battalion, and 
Cannon Company. Anti-Tank Company was to consti- 
tute the reserve. It was to be an all-out attack. Major 
Cloud was placed under the care of the battalion surgeon 
and Captain Carroll A. Plaquet was placed in temporary 
command of the Third Battalion. 

7th INFANTRY ENTERS CASABLANCA 

TRIUMPHANTLY 11 NOVEMBER 1942 

At 0500 November 1 1, Captain Plaquet appeared at 
the Regimental Command Post with a French major. 
Commandant Govin, and members of his staff. Com- 
mandant Govin stated that he had received orders direct- 
ing him to cease firing upon our troops. Colonel Macon 
told him that the Seventh Infantry was entering Casa- 
blanca at dawn, and that if the French intended not to 
fire they should assemble their units, stack arms and be 
prepared to turn over their ammunition as our troops 
should advance. Commandant Govin agreed to those 

GO No. 1, HQ 3d Inf. Div., 4 Jan. '43. Col. Macon was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 2 3, HQ 3d Inf. Div.. 18 Mar. ’4 3. Cpl. McDermid was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 11. HQ 3d Inf. Div., 11 Dec. '42. Sgt. Bear was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 4. HQ 3d Inf. Div., 20 Jan. ^4 3. Pfc. Perry was awarded 
the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 11, HQ 3d Inf. Div., 11 Dec. '42. Pfc. Meyers was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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and Bavaria, as well as other cities, were to welcome them 
in future days. Many lessons were learned by the Navy 
and Army regarding amphibious operations that were to 
be helpful in the future landings. It must be remembered 
that there were no LCIs, LCTs, or LSTs^^ in the Fedala 
landing, but regular transports debarked the troops into 
Higgins boats which held on the average thirty-two men. 
Dispersion of the boat waves had caused much confusion 
initially. It was difficult to get the armor and artillery 
ashore and the problem of supply was acute in the initial 
stages. However in spite of the difficulties, by the determi- 
nation of all, the operation had been a success. 

Cost of the three-day campaign to the Seventh Infan- 
try was forty-eight killed in action, one who died of 
wounds a month later, four who are still missing from 
the action, seventy-nine seriously wounded in action 



and sixty-six lightly wounded in action; or a total of 
one hundred ninety-six battle casualties. 

The great success of the North African landings was 
due mainly to the element of surprise and overwhelming 
power of the attacking forces. An important factor also 
was, in general, the spotty resistance of the French Co- 
lonial Army. Algiers fell to the Americans at seven 
o'clock in the evening of the first day, Oran capitulated 
on 10 November, and Casablanca defenses gave up early 
on the 11th. Total Army casualties for the three-days' 
campaign in French Morocco and Algeria totalled 860 
Americans dead or missing and 1050 others wounded. 

** Landing Craft Infantry, Landing Craft Tanks and Landing Ships 

Tanks Vessels. 

<5 Detrer, op. cit., p. 48. 



CHAPTER II 

The North African Interlude and Plans for a 
Second Amphibious Assault 



On the same day that the Seventh Infantry entered 
Casablanca Rommel's forces were chased out of Egypt 
as British Eighth Army troops seized Halfaya Pass and 
captured 1100 enemy, mainly Italians. The pursuit con- 
tinued across Libya. 

Following the successful American landings in French 
Morocco and Algeria, British First Army troops landed 
farther to the east at Bone and Phillipvillc near the 
Tunisian border, then, with spearheads of American 
forces, crossed over the border into Tunisia on 15 No- 
vember 1942. The Tunisian Campaign was on. Early 
that month the Germans had seized Bizerte and Tunis. 

The Seventh Infantry was not to reach Tunisia until 
a few days before the close of the campaign there, too late 
to fire a shot. Until early April 1943 when movement 
was made to Algeria the Regiment was kept stationed 
near the Spanish Moroccan border to help meet any pos- 
sible enemy move from that quarter. 

During the period 1 1-25 November 1942, the Third 
Infantry Division protected the Casablanca-Fedala ports 
and the Gazes Airport. The Seventh Infantry, with 
Company “A", 756th Tank Battalion attached, was 
bivouaced in the L'Oasis area. The Regiment organized 
positions within its sector and defended approaches to 
Casablanca. One rifle company outposted the Mazagan 
Road while another protected the Gazes Airport. Motor 
patrols were maintained in and around Casablanca and 
guards placed in the dock area. The 15th Infantry out- 
posted the Marrakech Road and the 30th Infantry or- 
ganized defensive positions in the Fedala area. The 436th 
Anti-Aircraft (AW) Battalion maintained two batteries 
each in the dock area and airport. 

Following the capitulation of the French on 1 1 
November all hostilities in French Morocco had ceased. 
However, French or German naval task forces continued 
their attacks. On the evening of 11 November, the 
U.S.S. Joseph S. Hewes, which had transported the 
Third Battalion Landing Team across the Atlantic, was 
torpedoed, and the next evening the U.S.S, Tasker H. 
Bliss as well as the U.S.S. Scott and the U.S.S. Rut- 
ledge were torpedoed. 



THE MARCH TO RABAT 

The Third Infantry Division ordered its organiza- 
tions and attachments to move by marching to a staging 
area in the vicinity of Fedala. The Seventh Infantry, with 
the 10th Field Artillery Battalion attached for move- 
ment, moved by battalions via the Grand-Ceinture-Route 
Principale No. 1 and closed into its area east of the Wadi 
Nefifikh on 27 November. The battalions conducted 
problems on the 28th. On 29 November at a Regimental 
formation held at Point Blondin, various members of 
the command received awards from Major General 
Anderson for gallantry in action displayed during the 
three-day campaign. 

But a few days were spent in the Fedala bivouac. On 
1 December the Regiment led the division on a march 
for the Rabat area. The Regimental Command Post 
group with the First Battalion crossed the initial starting 
point at 0800. Marching fifty minutes and resting ten 
out of each hour the Regiment took an hour off for chow 
at noontime and then resumed the march at 1300. At 
1445 a bivouac area was reached and the troops put up 
for the day. 

On 2 December at 0800 the march was resumed and at 
1530 a new temporary bivouac area in the vicinity of 
Rabat was reached. During the two-day march many 
men had fallen out of ranks because of bad feet. On the 
next morning the troops moved to the race tracks south 
of Rabat and spent the remainder of the day cleaning up. 
An order was issued that because of hook worms person- 
nel would not walk around bare footed. 

On 4 December the First and Second Battalions, 
preceded by the Seventh Infantry Band and Regimental 
Colors, paraded around Rabat to a bivouac area in the 
Memoura Forest northeast of Rabat, about one mile west 
of the Rabat-Meknes highway. The Third Battalion 
placed guards in Rabat and at the airport. 

The Seventh Infantry remained in the Rabat area 
throughout December and January. The battalions alter- 
nated doing guard duty in Rabat and vicinity and 
engaged in a program of training that was to be remem- 
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(fo-inrrif*r of '‘StelU ihe Belle of snd later KiA) . 

hered for all time. Road marches, speed marches. cile% 
tbenics. smdll units in the attack and defense were the 
order of the day . The MetTjoura Fbrcfct came to be knbwjfr 
as the "^Cork Grove' ^ to the troops; who bccsCme hardened 
tht^gh Ae daily training grind- However iittie inddertts 
and sj^cial events offered some change to the daily routine 
and passes were issued regularly for Rabat. On Sundays 
divine services were held. One day the Regimental Com 
munder received the report that someone bad stolen two 
bicycles belonging to Mademoiselle Renne Peyer of 
Kahat Iris not known if the mademoiselle ever , regained 
> 5 Cf bkytics. 

h during this period that legend and song regard- 
ing th^.F^ala landing, and subsequent action> developed 
and becam popular with the troops. Though the Regi- 
ment spent eight months in Africa during World War II 
its ^bting was Jixnited to the thrcc-day French Moroccan 



-We stormed Q>r the >eich, »rid j>o of room, 
Saw otjtf single xnaft Of that .big : 

Tlijce artill'ry ;;»*$ bnd»a-g---men d«ti with hUJi' 
They wen Intanity men front fi'en the last. 



'Then far tw^qt days ind nights imt were xight dn the ball 
Tbti r and bontbinyr didn't stop odi 

TVm^the Frtrict^ WiU 

We kept ilghtirtig on to bqr 



'And then came the Airmored Force, rugged and fterce, 
Aitcmpting the eftemr a front lines lo oiercc, 

Three little tanka went at Qne 
Bwt a few minutw liter 3c»i^^ 



As for pafathttce rhef *ften obwbiy^ aeotutd, 

And for tuikir and mites not a‘ one could tv fnUod- 
We jROt diVe bombeef onof. through 16(s. ot Ofil tape: 
For a couple of tough apots we alone couldn’t take 



’The Navy was there, »od they did a fine job 
BUiting shdte instatt»doi» as rough is:a 
And beside? that, de&troyesy. and avbmarires. too. 
They had JO contend with the blue, 



‘Gur Afr Force was 6ghr,i|ikat plaCe, 

Of ilie ’Antnorcd:foifce» toov l^ a ttyct i 

Those "three appear^ onto tne. 

Were jd St three Idfatitry 



listen you men. to a srfangr tale %7f mint 
Tik X atory of battk thacT ve pot Vato fkvmt^ 

And it’s itot die same story > rm suric yo»'U agree 
That fht impels put out for xhe puMic to 



^ W'ljeh .< h^ baltk wagr oyer « sdait bed iro u to w n 
T*>he chee Arty uf thdiwa oik arm^f were laid down 

CawhUnca^ WAs ottr!S 4 ^ 5 i 
The Infantry took it. ahd ftobady^^^^ 



' We 4y{t rild Camp Pickett aou rook io thfe sea 
Where wc jtHdifd>bQut: 0 Vr tiaid*^^t^ 

Or sat jieai; the cai^c' U tt wssiv*r too c»|d. 

And thr ga^mbUhg on deck waVji «ght tjc^ beftp 



'ter the 

As wc'fcy :^rxh eg^' dfink bad ycifjnOtt’Th;'^ - 
Bnt dc ?4 t iXU;jre. trie, fellows, ihsrls ttol my 
111 hr c^iturr- martiane^^ this getr 

v pfesT. C/.Va=itdej- Jagr.' ■. 



At the crack of the dawn on Uae eighib ot, Novenihcr— 
It’s a date I am scut you f^uite well irfvhemhek^ 

With out ciidere lb open Mo rocco'i front d«ro 



Wc went oVr ihr Side and headed lor shore. 



















ft 







During the stay ui the Memoura Forest the '‘Memora 
Publishing Company'* published, in mimeograph form, 
the song “Stella the Belle of Fcdafa' the words a pd music 
of which had been composed sometime after tlw land« 
ing by Lieutenants Toro Maroettc and Dave Murdpck, 
both of the 5*jy^nth Infantry and who^ubsequentiy were 
Killed in action. The song became very popular among 
the troops and spread to other organiiations. The song 
tells its own story . With the permission of the publishers 
it is reprinted in the appendix. 

On 1 9 December a parade wa.s held in Rabat by French 
troops and the First Battalion, after which Lieutenant 
Colonel Moore's command remained in the city to fake 
over the guard duties. Oil 22 December the Third Bat- 
talion eng^ed in j^me ait-ground problems with air 
miirs. On Christmas Band played in 

the bivouac area from eight till ten o’clock; in the mom- 
ing. Boy an^ from Rabat san| Christmas 

carols to the troops as Cerietal Anderson visited the area 
in the afternoon. 

New- Year's Day and 9 January 1943, the anni^^-f^ary 
day for the Seventh Infantry, were days of rest for the 
troops. On the 10th the Sultan's band played in the 
area at 1000 and seventy- five French officers and enlisted 
men arrived to commence training with American weap- 
ons and equipment under direction df the Third Bat- 
talion. A regular school was held for the French person- 
nel who were taught the assembly, disassembly and 
functioning of the rific, Model L Erowoihg automatic 
rifle, mortar^ machine guns. 37mm ahii-tank gUnS as 
well as the 75mm and 105mm cannons, then given, prac- 
tical w’Ork in firing all the weapons, This was followed 
by instruction in communications, and 
transportation equipment, as well as driving of vehicles. 
Many demonstrations w‘ere conducted fbt the French in 
regard to the proper use of Ametkan equipment. 

On 21 January J.943, Seventh Infantry troops took 
part in a review of the Third Infantry and S^aind 
Armored Infantry Divisions before President 
D. Roosevelt On the main highway leading noriii out of 
Sale. Aeconipanying the president were many djguttaries, 
and high civil and military personages including Harty 
Hopkins, Lieutenant General Mark W, 

Fifth Army and Major Generals Ckorge S. Paftokv 
than W, Anderson, Ernest Harrooor and Ha, 
of the First Arroored Corps, Third infantry 
xAtmored and Ninth infantry Divisions rcspectiyely'- ^ 
lowing the review the Pre.$idcni attended U>iJ» CisiManca 
Conference with Prime Minkter Win^^ 

Great Britain. 

On 25 January Gtoup I H consisting of two hundred 
thirty- nine officers and enlisted mea of the two hundred 
fifty-five left behind in the States, feloincd the Regiment. 
On 29 January, in a love^^ |n memorial 

services were held for Chaplain Cleifient M. Falter who 
had been killed in action on D-Day. On 30 January a 
general review and graduation exercises for the Ffench 
class Were held. 

PORT LYAUTEY AREA 
(r FEBRUARY 1943--*.$ APRIL 1943) 

Following Divine Services and 7 Febru- 

ary, the Regiment broke down tentf apd thade prepara- 
tions to move. At 0700 on the ^th the troops commenced 
leaving their "Cork Grove’* in the Forest and 

marched to a new bivouac area in the vklnity of Port 
Lyautcy. French Morocco, which was reached in the 
afternoon. The Regimental Cbntmarifi Ppst moved by 
vehicle and bad set up tP the new area during the 
morning. 



For the next feW days the usual duties were perforroed. 
On the JOth a group of officers including Liedtehant 
Colonel John O. Williams. Lkutenant CblonctRoy E. 
Moore. Major Robert C. Williams, Major Frank C. Sm^ 
sel. Captains Thomas M. Airial. Albert BraNvn.v John A. 
EJterkh, and Curtis C. Tigard, Lieutenant Leo K., Bus- 
cad and Lieutenant Abner D- Kupperstein left for a two 
Week period of training at Fifth Army Invasion Training 
Center. 




(1) Ci>, 7tb Inf., go<$ to cborcb uejr ibe Spanish Moroccan 
borckr. Serrkes 'Wfrt condocted by Chaplain iJytespn, 

(1) Membso of I Bn.. 7tb,rnf., ukr turn* ouji from .ijnard doty and 
swim in the Atlantic near tbs Spanish Moroccan bojrdat, 
Feb. 1943. 

On the 16th of February at 2000 hours in Pott 
Lyautey, French Morocco, the dorbes of a truck driver 
caught fire. Immediately Private Kenneth E> Votruba, 
of Service Company, who bad been conversing With the 
driver, flung him to the ground and attempted unsuccess- 
fully to beat out the flames with his bare bauds- Having 
no other means available. Private Votruba then threw his 
body over the drivers legs and succeeded in smothering 
the fiire. Although his own bands were severely blistered 
Private Votcuba drove the badly burned: map to the 
mental Aid Station. His quick and courageous action 
saved the driver’s life J 

February 1943 was a month which saw many changes 
in the personnel of the Seventh Infantry. Immediately 
■following the sad events in Tunisia when the Germ 
attacked and overran American force.s and br^ 
the Paid and Kasserine pas^s to inftkt 
two American divisions, the Seventh Into 
excellent men and officer.? as replacements’ 
divisions. On 1 9 February rixry officers and 
eighty-six enlisted men were selected to go fo. the Second 
Corps as replacements, They departed from the Regi- 
ment just a few days later. In future days some were to 
return to the Seventh Tnfantry but many of them bade 
farewell forever to the Rcgi mem they had given their 
best, while they were members of it, 

COLONEL MACON LEAVES 7th INFANTRY 
AND IS PROMOTED TO RANK OF 
BRIGADIER GENERAL 

On 20 February, as the troops that were leaving the 
Ri^glirient were being inspected: priot to departure, 
Colonel M^on Was relieved of command of the Seventh 
tbtorry apd notified of bk promotto to brigadier gen- 
era I. In a presenfation cetcfUbuy ay the Re Corm- 

rnat?d Po<it he was presented bis stai^ by major General 
Who later was t 6 bid fari Well to bis own staff 
^nd relinquish the command of the Tliird Iptotty 
Tbyiriorv,;' :■ ■■ 

t No- 105. HQ >4 I<ih DiVv 9 Jnfte '44 Pvi: Votruba was 

;iwame4:ffie 



Go glc 



The new brigadier general was bora in Washington. 
D. C> in tire year 1890. the son of a coast artillery officer. 
After completing his high school education in the capital 
dty, he maitinilated at Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 
from wheh he was graduated with a Master of Engineer 
ing degree in 1913 Ln 1916 he was commissioned in 
the Infantry, and from J919 to 1921 he commanded the 
13 th Infan try in China. Hesemd as a general staff officer 
with troops in Panama from 1931 to 1933 and with 
the Four th Armored I nf antry Diviision in 1 9 4 1 . In 
April 1942 he had assumed comrnand of the Seventh 
Infantry.'* 




Brig. Geti. C. Macon as he ay- 

ptsared ter relinqQtslilns command of die 
7ib U. S. Inf. ^ and 

te^Tihg bif atars,^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

B- Sbetma^ 

General Macon as Cornmapdihg^^ of the Seventh 

Infantry, was bom on ji Apri^ 18^ 

Falls, New Y otk. He graduated ftrim Livonia 
School in 1914 then entered the United States Miiltary 
Academy at West Point and graduated with the class 
of 1918. tfis first assignment as a Second Lieutenant was 
wJtfa tl» 45ih Infantry. He then served fot a period with 
the old 5lh Infantry in Panama before joining the 15tb 
Infantry in December 1941. He served as eitecutive 
officer of the "'Dragon*' Regiment until he assumed active 
command of the Seventh Infantry on I March 1943. 

On 27 February the Regiment received thirty-three 
first and second lieutenants .ftom GaSabUnca and on I 
March the officers who had left for the Invasion Training 
Center returned. Later other replacements were received 
and the Regiment was required to carry on a great deal 
of small unit problems for the benefit of the new mem- 
bers Intensive training was also conducted with tactical 
problems held day and night Troops were put through 
a battle course, mine course, »0d wire obstacle course. 

MOVE TO ST. LIEU. ALGERIA. AND 
INTENSIVE TRAINING AT ARZEW 
AhTO PONT DU CHELIFF AREAS 

Commencing 6 April 1943. the 
rail and motor from Port Lyautey tb the ykinitf of 
Lieu/ Algeria, where unti I May 1 943. mtenrive itain- 
ing for a second am phxbibns landing 

•againri hostile shores. The training stressed the follow' - 



1. Physical conditioning with road marches at the 
rate of five miles in one hour, or four miles per hour fot 
a greater distance than five miles. Log tos.sing, obstacle 
course runningv bayonet training and band to hand com- 
bat also were a part of the physical training progtam- 
Those who could not meet the standards required were 
eliminated. 

2. Combined Infantry 'Artillery problems during 
which the troops learned to follovi artillery fire closely, 
sometimes within one hundred yards, and acquired con- 
fidence in: its accuracy. Overhead mortar and machine 
gun fire added to the simulation of battle conditions. 

3. Mine laying and te.raoyal. The troops trained with 

all types of American, Brirish/Gcftnan and Italian mines. 
Demonstrarions of boOhy to be encountered 

were given. 

4. Embarkation and from all types of 

landing craft to be used shore amphibious 

operations. v ^ > 

From 25 to 28 April the Seven tb Infantry con- 
ducted an amphibious landing exercise in the Pont Du 
Cheliff area. Loading on to LCIs and LSTs on the first 
two days the landing group teams staged an assault land- 
ing under simulated conditions with a reinforced battal- 
ion from another regiment playing the enemy's part. 
Advances were made eight miles inland to objwtivcs and 
the exercise termlnaltd, Tv/o days; of mountain training 
were then conduaed in the Pont Du Cheliff area until 
abnitly halted by order of Third Division Headquarters. 

seventh INFANTRY WINS ITS SECOND 
CAMPAIGN STAR IN WORLD WAR II 
WITHOUT FIRING A SHOT 

In Tunisia meanwhile Allied forces had made up for 
xarlier disasters and were rapidly forcing the German- 
ftaltan forces back to the sea. To exploit the successes of 
the Second American Corps the high command decided 
bJ atcacb’ to it a fresb division, and the Third Infantry 
Division was selected^ Acting with gtcat speed and co- 
ordination the "Rock of the Marne'* Division slopped its 
tratAing on 30 April. During the first hours of darkness 
on 1 May, the 1 5th Infantry was on the road in trucks. 
The Seventh infantry followed out cjoscly at 1200 
on 1 May. By 7 May the Seventh Infantry with other 
units of the Third Di virion was concentrated inside the 
Tunisian border in the Chardimaou-Wadi Melis area 
and in Second Corps reserve, thus actually engagedin the 
dosing phases of the Tunisian Campaign. However be- 
fore the Regiment and the Division fot that matter, 
could fire a shot General Jurgen Von Ajnim surrendered 
his German- Italian forces unconditionally and the 
Tunisian Campaign was over. 

The Regiment moved to tfie Matent area. The period 
from the 1 0th to 1 4th April was spent in rounding up 
prisoners of war and salvage duties. The Regiment suf- 
fered five casualties during this period due to enemy 
action, though not ditectiy. On 1 2 in Porto Farina, 
Tunisia, an enemy truck overturned, killing in action 
Private Marion E. Moore of Company engaged in 
saiva^ duties. Also on the same day Privates First Class 
Anthony Pe Nucci, Edward V, D^bnar and Joseph 



^Shortly aftfet he r^inqabihed ronimand ot the Seventh Infantry 
General Macon re^tttrhed tv the United States and in 
Apdl IJ>45. htcame. Awistaol Divisioa Commander of the 83rd 
XnbiUiy January 3444 be succeeded to the com- 
mand of tbuV chVtsiuf* throe months lattt. 

Pfomoied tu Maiof GeeenLN tfwP moved his division to the 
continent aind commanded itxhrbHfhive campaigns from 4 July 
J:944foS May 



A. 'Varriaiw, all of Company were injured by 

anothfi^r memy truck ovcriuining in Ferry vilie. The 
13tb Infantry suffered six casual de3. Cpiripany of 
the lOfb Engineers tbm and Troop ‘'A*'. 91st Recon' 
naiSsance Squadron, one casualty during the salvaging 
period. On M \lay at Ferry ville Private Andrew F. 
Bartlett of Conipany ‘ E'' was kilted by an exploding 
anti^F>crsonnef mine. , 




KILLED IN ACTION 
Maj. Eugene H. Cloud. USMA '14. fomer 
GO, 3d Eow 7tb luL. ca Tuimila. 



The Tunisian Campaign for the Seventh Infantry was 
‘ short and sweet'^ but. because the Regiment sent «o 
many replacements to the hard bit uniu befeure it^ w 
ordered to the front itself, it cemtributed much to 
aucce^fiil cosciusion of that campaign. It is believed that 
ni^ny former /'Cotton Balers'* lo^f thrtr lives in the 
Tunisian fighting. Two who are definUely known to 
have been killed in action in that campaign are: Major 
Eugene H. Gknid, fottner commanding officer of the 
Third Battalion, while serving as aide-de-camp to the 
Lieutenant General K- A, N, Anderson, commanding 
British First Army, and Ll Jame? A. Richey while serv- 
ing with Company 168th Infantry of the 34th 

Infantry Division. 

On | 5 May 19434 the Raiment nuwed by rail and 
motor back to Algeria, this time to Pliil I ipevi Ik. Train- 
ing in fhe reduction of beach fortifications and plans of 
maneuver were conducted in the Jemmapes area. The 
Regiment began iraining with the objectivv of an assault 
landing and an advance inland of five miles. At this time 
the First Battalion was selected as the assault battalion of 
the Regiment while the Second and Third Battalions 
trained to follow op and pass througli the assault hat tab' 
ion with the view of capturing inland objccliveSv Street 
fighting drew tnoeh training nme as the battaUpus. con- 
ducted many night problems. The Jemmapes area was 
HOC suitabk for specialiaied amphibious training. 



RETURN TO TUNISIA AND FINAL 
PREPARTIONS FOR AN 
ASSAULT LANDING 

The Seventh Infantry compkied a motor march from 
Jemroapes, Algiers, on 14 jori>r 1943. and established a 
new bivouac in the vicinity of Maicur> Tunisia, among 
the stunted olive trees. Units were dispersed over a wide 
area as every possible effort was made to prevent enemy 
air observatipn. During this time Ferry yille and Bizertc 
and shipping were being raided regularly by enemy 
planes. Each individual had his own slit trench for pro- 
tection from ait attacks. The heat was terrific, dust a 
problem and the prevalence of ixtets and fiks necessi- 
tated rigid sanitary precautions. In eaq?ectation of immi- 
nent combat conditions, water and rations were held to a 
minijoium. The troops became thinned and hardened due 
to epnistant physical exertion during training hours 
which long and irregular. 

specialized training was conducted at Lake Brzerte 
coord with the Navy in all phases of 

Tihding removal of beach obstacles and mines, 

attack on ml German built pillboxes, mortar firing from 
landing craft and grapnel firing for the removal of beach 
wire^ As usual spe^ marches, including daily mile runs, 
were conducted to keep troops in top physical form. 

From 23 to 27 June the Regiment engaged with 
other IXvirion units in a big dry run or dress rehearsal 
fpe the next assault operation. Following this rehearsal 
the intensive iraining ended and the rioops were given 
somewhat of a rest. Drill hours were shortened and the 
men received more time for recreation. Nevertheless speed 
marches and physical conditioning continued* lo prevent 
Ipsing that physical fitness the troops had acuuired. On 
3 Jufy General Lucian K. Truseptt spoke to all officers of 
the Third infadirv Division in his fighting manner and 
the next day, ‘'Indqriendence Day/’ in a Division review 
ceremony, gave another fight talk to all troops. 

PLANS FOR A SECOND AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT 

During the time from March to July 1943 as troops 
trained faithfully day and night for an amphibious 
operation, planning ln>ards considered detailed coordi- 
nated plans for an operation against enemy forces in 
Sicily^ 

Final plans called foi an assault by a combined Ameri- 
can and British force against the southeastern portion of 
Sicily on D-Day to eaplure it as a base for further opera 
tions. A genera! line running from Pozallo on the south- 
eastern coast north to Ragusa and Vizzini was to sepa- 
rate the zones of action of the British Eighth Army on 
the east from that of the American Force 345/ or Sev- 
enth Army, on the west. The American Force consisting 
of the Second Corps on the right and a provisional corps 
named Joss Force on the left, had the mission of seizing 
and bolding the airfields at Ponte Olive and the one just 
north of Comiso. the air landing fields at Biscari and 
northwest of Licara, and the port of Licata. The Third 
Infantry Division, reinforced to about one- third it* 
normal riie and one combat team of the Second Armored 
13i vision under the command of General Lucian K 
Tniscott. roosripitvd Joss Force and drew the m^ion 
of seizing the Licata airfield and port..* Ilk Other mis- 
sions. of the American Force were assigned to the Second 
Corps consisring of the fighting FirsL Ninth ^nd ‘Forty - 
Fifth Ififanrry Divisians. The Eighty Second Airborne 
was to drop forces behind enemy lines on D- ! . 

*FO 5 Hq. 3d InL Div. f T viuma 2$ 3uoe 
1943. 
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Maj. Gen. t.udati K, Truicou* CG. 3d Div.. addfcsses itoop^ phpf to cmtxckattort 
from NoftJb Africa for Sicily 1 duly 1943» On rtie a tlose-np of 



JossFotcc planned to land a battalion from each of the company of the First Bp^ttaiion was to i 
7th. 1 5th and 30th Infantry regiments and the "Diird ground at T", on Tofte St:Kieo,la, rel 
Ranger Battalion on four beaches cast and wwof Lkata, the Third Ranger Battalion tlneret^n and 
designated Red, GreehV Yellow, and Blue, apd to follow flank and rear of the Green Force. Follov 
up rapidly with achcj: forces to accomplish iti mission* of its task the Fhst Bau was to ass» 
The Air Support Command had the mission of behind fhe Second Battalipn. 
providing alt support for Force 343 indoding aetiaV Ti^ Second BatuUon under the com 
hombardment of enemy strong poinU. teconnais^^ Everett W/ Duvall was to follow at a ha 
and fighter cover ip protect landing forces against attack through the assault battalion in its 

by enemy aircraft. . desctoy alt enemy ro be encountet^^ an* 

Naval gUn fire support was to he furnished by close -‘Tt* . the high ground it Tom Marat 
and deep supporting fires by five support groups of enemy north and west of the 
United States Navy cruisers and destfoyers includiog the mlsston of the Second Baittalioa to protein 
if.SS. Bfrnmglmm right flank, establish aitd cover a tailro^^ 

LtUdloWi iT.htS* Ro€>t XI •Sy^S^ SuHiHHOH of objective 

Wonl^^y. « Oenwnao* Cal^hrf John 

. V r n \ } u< mand of chc Thi>d^^^ 

Colonel Hatty the troops loaded bn the invasion craft. 
m.jde detailed fUns formas part m tb«. njemfe nf the Third Diviston G-3 Sccti 
operanm;7 Order ol^battle consisKd of the derailed sradws of Red Beach and was . 

tantry wttb a Deiachincnt 3rd Ssgttal Cdn^any, Shore on each short no 

F«*eCoatrt>l P^rNo, I anda of Wat Inteno- Battalion drew the mission, of follow 

Field Artillery Battaltoil Battalion at a half hour ihtervah to p 
*1'?’ i*"! Inlaritry Ba«ali 0 H. .Battety battalion in zone With nttnost^ 

'^1 enemy to be cncountctcd. and seize ot 

tfol: Party Ko. T^attached; hold the enemy north and west of the 

gineer BatfaUoflt ConwW A , 3tdMedical Bartahon: protect the left of th 

P ’ Bartahon; and Company the faUroad at 'T". One rifle t 

G , jSdtb Armwed be cstablisbed in tfw vicinity of •'T'' ti 

attached to tbe^evenfh Iftfantry fot_the landing only. ,pad demolidon detail, the Anti-Tank: 
When ashore ttey w^ie to esecn^te assigned to platoon and Company '*A“. 10th E: 

them by <^h«: htadqita^ , V t i e c o 'in its were to lay a mine field in the vu 

Ari.snp^tt Gafli including the U.S.S Gun Plawoh had the mission covering er 

Swanson Was to give threct support ^ 

Seventh irifautry. The Regiment was ro land on Beach wL li ^ -rk* r ts-*.. r 

Red about six miles west of Licata, $ictJy, at H-hody, 

D day.: T>ts Ft» the assault battalion 

matided by Lieutehadt & Roy E. Moont. with a by-passed c 

platoon of ettgideers was to reduce the beach defenses to S^"^” tomman 

Thtfc fitotiat squads of the Brst Platoon. Company 

3rd. Cbendk the the enemy strong point at V... Anti, 

assault waves prepared f O' fire ; > 

smpkrthe beach in event of a dayilght laudm^* C>ne rifle * w 5 Hq, 7tu fnf. Bts^^rre, T^ni^.Ta. 1 Xaiy.T94 
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commanded by Fir^t Lieutenant Thomas D. Rusk bad by a steep bluff varying from two to sixty feet high but 
the missions of clearing beach exits, protecting the beach- several breaks occur which could be used for vehicles, 
head /rom tank attacks and to be prepared to deUver iire The beach was reported firm but had loose sand at the 
against hostile emplacements. exits. Two stream beds with low banks Where the V. 

The zone of action assigned to the Seventh Infantry Secco and V, Madrc Chiesa flow into the sea made two 
was in the western third of the Lkata plain and the excellent beach exits for vehicles. Tratls and breaks in the 
western portion of the broken hill mass which rims the bluff at several oj^er places made excellent exits f(>r foot 
plain in an arc about Licata. The plain is undulating, has troops. Tortc Di Gaffe, a tower sixty feet high, and 
an extensive road net and stream net, which is dry in Torre San hJkola,. a tower one hundred seventy fert 
summer, and is largely cultivated with wheat, vine and were conspicuous libdm Off shore from Puata ^n 
orchard farmland. In the left of the zone the plain ends NicoU stands Roc^ia San Nicola one hundred feet high, 
and mountains rise to tlic north and west to average Enemy for^:es in SkiSy were estimated to be four field 
heights of one thousand fctn, Monte Darra is the highest division.^, five coast and two German Air 
with 1540 feet. Highway NOv lk$ funa par^lfet Force division^. With a total IiaUan Garm 

coast from Agrigento Co Ltcata and troops, a tptarGermXh Garmon of 24.0 

runs north from Licara into the biUs; There are siuttk? possibly field ttoo^ left afiei the fall of 

ous secondary jroads and trails. Tb^te are Tunis- Fneiny Tpcation$L^ juM prior to D-day indL 

lines which cross the plain in thi5.s??:dojv caced that tbe 26th Assieita Infantry Division could 

Icl to Highway No, 1 1 5 along thy coast movenp co the o^ Coastal Oiykipn 

(urns northward from Lkata toward .Qamfpob^^ la tbv Lkata area and atmek the Seventh Infantry on the 

Bcacb Rigd; on wht^ the Seven tk l<ft flanko Joss Force, Tlie €n^einy> capabilities seemed 

extends fpow' P di to he to defend at the waters edge Wrh defense 

S^n Nkola four thousand yarck east AVidth of to defend or tdaiiter-atbck from the high 
k f fQdi five lo tw^enty, yards Most cf the beich is baicked groumi along the line Palma di MontechtarO'Camaxtra- 
. ■ ''V'- " -^QunpQbeno. ■ . 



ICSSINA 






jCAytecvETffANO 






Lit AT ft 



COMBINED AMERICAN- 
BRITISH RORCE PLAr^S 
TO ASSAULT SICICV 



V)ZZ<Nt 



SIRACUSA 




PART TWO 



The Sicilian 



Campaign 



10 July— 17 August, 1943 



CHAPTER I 

The Landing West of Licata and the Capture 
of Agrigento and Palermo 



Embarkation of Regimental Combat Team 7 was 
accomplished at Bizerte, Tunisia. 5. 6. and 7 July 1943. 
The Combat Team was loaded on three convoys; a fast 
one consisting of the LCIs; a medium one of the LSTs: 
and a slow convoy of the LCTs. Enemy planes attacked 
the shipping in Bizertc Harbor at 0400 hours 6 July. 
During the half-hour attack three of the enemy planes 
were shot down by anti-aircraft crews. Other enemy air 
attacks were made but no serious damage resulted or did 
they materially slow the operations in progress. 

The fast convoy left Bizerte on 6 July and stopped 
at Sousse. Tunisia, 8 July, where troops went ashore 
for several hours. The medium and slow convoys left 
Bizerte 7 July. The three echelons were to rendezvous 
oflF Gozo Island near Malta 9 July. An unusual wind- 
storm occurred on that day over the Mediterranean. The 
fury of the storm rolled and tossed the vessels about. The 
slow LSTs changed their course. The soldiers thought 
that their landings would be postponed but by nightfall 
the storm subsided and the invasion forces approached 
the shores of Sicily. 

THE LANDING WEST OF LICATA, SICILY 

At about 0400, one hour and fifteen minutes after 
H-Hour, 1 0 July 1 943, the first assault waves of the First 
Battalion. Seventh Infantry, landed in a heavy sea at 
Beach Red, about six miles west of Licata, Sicily. Of the 
four assault battalions of Joss Force, it experienced the 
most trouble. Due to difficulty in assembling the mortar 
wave in the rendezvous area the three mortar squads did 
not precede the assault waves as planned. Tactical surprise 
was accomplished, however, and no fire was received by 
the first waves until the beach was crossed and the foot 
of the bluff was reached, but then machine gun fire from 
both flanks opened up and enemy artillery fire began to 
fall on our troops. Fortunately enemy defenses were 
poorly designed, containing few mines within barbed 
wire entanglements. Combat squads worked swiftly and 
aggressively to crush hostile strong points with concus- 
sion grenades and twelve pound satchel charges. The few 
pillboxes were soon reduced. Elements ran up the gullies 
and paths to the top of the bluff which over-looked the 
beach. 



Company “A”, commanded by Captain Celon A. 
Peterson, with one section of heavy machine guns 
attached, turned right and cleared the beach of obstacles 
and resistance within its zone of action as far as Torre 
San Nicola. Leaving one platoon to hold this point the 
remainder of the company moved over to relieve elements 
of the Third Ranger Battalion on Beach Green. At one 
point the company came under direct heavy machine gun 
fire from a fortified position about two hundred yards 
away. Private Frederick C. Holcomb and Private William 
V. Westenheffer. with the help of one other man led an 
attack on the left flank of the machine gun nest and in so 
doing they exposed themselves to aimed fire. The machine 
gun nest was destroyed and twenty enemy were captured. 
That action cleared the way so that Company "A" could 
continue to advance without suffering heavy casualties, 
and contributed materially to the accomplishment of the 
company’s mission.' 

Company “C", commanded by Captain Herman E. 
Wagner, with one section of 81mm mortars attached, 
turned to the left and cleared the beach area within its 
zone of action, as far as Torre di Gaffe, against very 
strong opposition. 

Company “B*', under the command of First Lieuten- 
ant Jack M. Duncan, swept the center of the battalion 
zone of action, organized the high ground and set up 
defensive positions on Hills No. 39, 40 and 53. 

Captain Carter C. Crall commanded Company “D". 
At about 0430 the boat in which Private First Class 
Frank M. Juarez and Private Carlos C. Asin were riding 
struck a large rock about two hundred yards from shore 
and was wrecked. Disregarding their own safety while 
under enemy machine gun and artillery fire, the two 
soldiers assisted fellow members of the company who 
were unable to swim, through the heavy surf to the 
beach. They then returned to the boat, which was under 
machine gun fire, three times to retrieve vitally needed 
equipment.^ 



1 GO No. 79. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 24 Oct. '43. Pfc. Holcomb and 
Pvt. Westenheffer were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

2 GO No. 64. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 9 Sept. ’43. Pfc. Juarez and Pvt. 
Asin were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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About fifty Italian ptwoners of war were taken by tbe 
First Battalion and a quantity of enemy arms and equip- 
ment was raptured. Within an hour Battalion 

had cleaned up all resistance in the ImwdiUte beach area, 
with the exception of one enemy 47mm gun oa the left 
flank. This gun cominued to hata^ss 
approximately two hours, storing dfet hits on LCls 
No. 1 and No. 5, the Utter being the command vessel of 
the Regimental Commander. Coloinel Harry B Sbermae, 
Captain James Boyd of C)ompany ‘TV\ PHvate Joseph 
,A, Slavik of Headquarters Companyv Third Batcalibn. 



locate leading elements of anoihe/ pUtOon and to signal 
bis company commander so that supporting weapons 
might be employed. He located the enemy front fine 
positions and signaled to friendly forces with tracer fire. 
Supporting 60mm morrars were put into action and 
seventy-seven enemy qukkJy surrendered.^ 

The enemy 47mm gun was finally knoclccd out at 
0615. Direct fire by mval 20mm gun crews on LCIs 
was Instrumental in xilenclng the gun. The. Naval gun- 
ners gave a good account of themselves by also stlenctng 
two enemy machine guns above the l4ach. The co- 
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and two other enlisted men were killed and stx enlisted 
men were w'ounded aboard the LCIs by the enemy fire. 

The Second Battalion landed at 0440 under machine 
gun. rifle and mortar fire. The LCI with Company "F" 
personnel was subjected to direct fire from 20mm wcap^ 
ons and machine guns. Company *'E** encountered stiff 
opposition from enemy troops entritiched on their 
objective; Heavy fire from eaemy riflemen and ihachtne 
gunners from two bund red to four hundred yards distant 
wounded two men and held up the platoon of StaiF 
Sergeant Lee H. Perkins. With another man he volun- 
teered to cross an open area four hundred yards wide to 



ofdinating lipc was reached at 0555 and at 0820 the 
Second Battalion objedrives» Hills 475. 469 and 429 
were taken. Communication was establfshed between all 
companies. Defensive positions were set up and Hills 
356, 224 and 363 ourpbsud. At 1400 the Second Batr 
talion was attached to the 1 5th Infantry, 

Last scheduled battalion to land was the Third. Lieu - 
tenant Colonel John A. Hein rges directed of the Navy 
Commander that the Blue Battalion be landed hefote 



9 Sept. M3. S/S'gt Partins v.*as 



GO Ho. f*4, HQ. 3d Inf. Vlv. 
aWardsrd 0*? Silver SurMtdAl. 
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daylight wherever possible. As a result instead of being 
landed behind the first two battalions the Third Bat- 
talion was landed to the left at 0510 on the part of the 
beach under the bluffs of Torre di Gaffe, which part had 
not been touched by the first two battalions. Some pro- 
tection was offered there from artillery fire but vigorous 
opposition from enemy automatic weapons entrenched 
on top of the bluffs was received. Sides of the bluffs which 
the troops had to climb were found to be wired. 

The leading elements of Company “L” came under 
heavy fire from several enemy machine guns and numer- 
ous rifles. Sergeant Lawrence B. Rogers, accompanied by 
three men, moved on through the fire, scaled an embank- 
ment and by vicious assault destroyed an enemy emplace- 
ment and captured nineteen Italian soldiers.^ 

Private Joseph R. Jojola of Company “L” advanced 
with the leading elements of his company across an open 
field. An enemy machine gun which was dug-in and well 
concealed, opened fire on the lead troops, and caused 
them to deploy and seek cover. Realizing the danger in 
the situation. Private Jojola. on his own initiative and 
without order, crawled forward through the gun fire to 
a location from which he could throw hand grenades 
into the emplacement. He succeeded in destroying the 
resistance thereby allowing his company to continue its 
advance.® 

Corporal Richard M. Sparks of Company ’L” lost 
his weapon during the landing operations due to the 
extremely rough surf and the fact that he had to swim to 
the beach from his landing craft. Once on shore though 
unarmed he advanced through woods in the direction of 
an enemy machine gun which opened fire on the rest of 
his platoon. Upon nearing the enemy position by skill- 
ful maneuver, he caused the machine gunner and addi- 
tional enemy soldiers nearby to surrender by his presence 
alone. The gunner was in position and ready to fire but 
the surprise of Corporal Spark’s presence caused his sur- 
render. Corporal Sparks thus reduced the enemy fire 
against the remainder of the platoon and enabled it to 
push on to its objective.’* 

After Company ”K” landed and scaled the bluffs it 
came under heavy machine gun, rifle and mortar fire. 
Captain Marcus K. Biggers mustered together several 
small groups and led them against the enemy weapons 
which were outflanked, destroyed and their crews killed 
or captured. That action resulted in a speedy reorganiza- 
tion of the company and a continuation of the advance.® 

Staff Sergeant Carl W. Boone, acting platoon leader of 
the First Platoon of Company “K”, advanced his platoon 
by covered routes in his zone of action, to within one 
hundred yards of an enemy pillbox and its surrounding 
defenses. The leading scout was fired upon and all of 
the defense opened fire on the platoon. Remaining cool 
under the enemy fire. Staff Sergeant Boone moved about 
directing his squads into position for an assault. On his 
order and under his leadership the platoon’s flanking and 
assaulting forces charged the defenses with grenades and 
bayonets. The strong point was over-run with but one 
casualty to the attacking forces.® 

The squad of Company “K” to which Private Lloyd 
L. Shipp belonged came under heavy well-aimed machine 
gun fire, the effectiveness of which caused the squad to 
take cover. Private Shipp however moved forward with 
skillful use of cover through the enemy fire. He maneuv- 
ered to within seventy-five yards of the machine gun and 
then fired an anti-tank rocket grenade into the nest which 
destroyed the enemy machine gun and allowed the squad 
to advance.® 

Companies “L” and “I” moved on toward the Third 
Battalion objectives on either side of Highway No. 1 15. 
When Captain James F. Steiner of Company “L” was 



wounded. Lieutenant Colonel Heintges led the company 
toward Objective “K". Second Lieutenant Wilbur V. 
Hamm, with an eight man demolition detail, advanced 
ahead of the leading companies and succeeded in blowing 
the bridge at “T”. All Third Battalion objectives were 
seized by 1000. 

As the rifle battalions advanced on their objectives, 
remaining units of the Regimental Combat Team con- 
tinued to land. Soft sand on the beach and steep dry 
streambeds, which were the only exits, made it difficult 
to clear the beach of transport. By 0930 hours the 10th 
Field Artillery Battalion, Company “G” of the 66th 
Armored Regiment, Company “D”, 3rd Chemical 
Mortar Battalion, Anti-Tank Company and Cannon 
Company were all in position to support the Infantry 
throughout the day. The beach was screened by smoke 
to cover the landings of the LCTs. Enemy batteries 
firing against the beachhead, were finally silenced by 
naval gun fire. By nightfall the Regiment was firmly 
established on Sicilian soil at a cost of twenty-two killed 
and thirty-six wounded in action. 

For the landing west of Licata, Correspondent Michael 
Chinigo of International News Service accompanied the 
Regiment. As soon as he was ashore he entered an 
emplacement which had been captured by “Cotton 
Balers’’. The Italian field telephone in the emplacement 
rang just as he entered. Chinigo picked up the receiver 
and spoke a few words of questioning in Italian. On the 
other end of the wire an excited officer at the Italian Army 
Headquarters in Campobello asked if it were true that 
Licata was being attacked. Speaking fluent Italian, Chi- 
nigo assured the enemy officer that the report was false 
and that the Allies would not attempt such an enterprise. 
With his fears quieted for the moment the Italian officer 
hung up and the amusing incident ended. 

At 1 550 Colonel Sherman ordered the First Bat- 
talion to assume defense of some of the positions held by 
the Third Battalion so that both battalions would be in 
better positions to spearhead the next day’s attack. The 
necessary moves were accomplished during the late after- 
noon and early evening as enemy aircraft bombed and 
strafed troops. Throughout the night the defensive posi- 
tions were occupied and maintained. Strong reconnais- 
sance patrols were active and brought in thirty enemy. 

The Seventh Infantry had no support from fighter or 
bomber aircraft over the beach on D-Day, but cub 
observation planes launched from improvised landing 
decks on LSTs located enemy artillery positions and 
aided in coordinating the attacking forces. Enemy planes 
made sporadic attacks on ships and beach dumps. Some 
ammunition and supplies were landed at Beach Red, but 
after D-Day that beach was not used because the sea 
approaches were unsatisfactory and the only exits were 
the dry, deep, sandy streambeds. 

THE THIRD BATTALION CAPTURES 

PALMA DI MONTECHIARO 

On 1 1 July at 0200 Colonel Sherman received orders 
for the Seventh Infantry to capture Palma di Monte- 
chiaro and seize the high ground to the west. Accordingly 
he ordered that the Third Battalion attack at 0430. The 
jump-off was delayed until 0600 when the Blue Bat- 
talion forces crossed the stream, Faci di Palma, which 

* GO No. 62, HQ. "id Inf. Div.. 6 Sept. '43. Sgt. Rogers was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

5 GO No. 61, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 4 Sept. ’43. Pvt. Jojola was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

^ GO No. 53, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 2 Aug. ’43. Capt. Biggers, S/Sgt. 
Boone. Cpl. Sparks and Pvt. Shipp were each awarded the Silver 
Star Medal. 
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was used as the line of departure. The First Battalion 
moved from its defensive positions at 0830 to support 
the attack and protect the right flank of the Regiment. 

The Third Battalion encountered resistance which 
resulted in sharp, brisk fire fights, and street fighting in 
Palma di Montechiaro itself. To the south and west of 
the town the Italians were dug-in in trenches. Treacher- 
ous ruses were tried by the Italians at this point. White 
flags would appear at one end of the trenches. As the 
Americans would advance to accept the surrender, 
machine guns at other points would open fire on them. 
This resulted in a greater loss for the Italians. The Third 
Battalion forces proceeded to slaughter sixty of them and 
captured two hundred. 

While the battle was in progress Private First Class 
Lenny A. Macklin of the Medical Detachment crawled 
through the concentrated machine gun fire to give aid to 
a corporal wounded in both legs and lying in an exposed 
position. After rendering first aid, he labored to carry 
the wounded non-commissioned officer to safe cover.”^ 

During the attack on Palma di Montechiaro Lieuten- 
ant Colonel John A. Heintges witnessed the ambushing 
of an advance party appointed to accept the surrender of 
the town. He immediately assembled and personally led 
a tank destroyer squad of ten men to their rescue and 
ordered the building, in which the ambushing enemy 
were located, to be demolished. Then after directing that 
two wounded American soldiers be sent to the rear, he 
continued the attack on the enemy, killing two, wound- 
ing two, effecting the capture of twenty-one enemy and 
causing the remaining enemy to flee the city in disorder 
into the surrounding hills, where they were subsequently 
captured. Although the enemy fire was of such intensity 
that several of his men were wounded. Lieutenant 
Colonel Heintges continued to lead the attack. The cool- 
ness and gallant conduct he displayed inspired the men to 
successful accomplishment of the mission.^ 

Private First Class Francis A. Slavik and Private Ray- 
mond H. Piper, both of the Medical Detachment, also 
exhibited extreme gallantry in action on 11 July 1943. 
during the attack of the Third Battalion. Seeing a seri- 
ously wounded American soldier in an open street which 
was being swept by machine gun. rifle and mortar fire 
the two medical aid men worked their way forward 
through the fire to the wounded man’s side and with 
great difficulty moved him to a place of safety.® 

Following the capture of Palma di Montechiaro. the 
high ground north and west of the town was occupied 
at 1330. The First Battalion had been halted on Third 
Division order north of the town. The Second Battalion 
was released from attachment to the 15th Infantry and 
rejoined the Regiment. 

On 1 2 July the Seventh Infantry consolidated its posi- 
tions west and north of Palma di Montechiaro and con- 
fined its activities to foot and motorized patrols. Friendly 
forces were contacted at Naro. to the north, and patrols 
operating in the direction of Agrigento brought in some 
prisoners of war. Two jeeps belonging to the First Bat- 
talion were disabled by enemy strafing but no loss to 
personnel was incurred. Naval and artillery guns fired 
concentrations in the vicinity of Agrigento and friendly 
planes dropped bombs on the city. 

FIRST BATTALION CONDUCTS RECONNAIS- 
SANCE IN FORCE TOWARD AGRIGENTO 

At 2200 on July 12 orders were received directing a 
reconnaissance in force on Agrigento. The plan provided 
for thirty-five reinforcing two and one-half ton trucks 
to transport one battalion west on Highway 1 15. as far 
as possible, then the reconnaissance was to be pressed on 



foot. At 2330 Colonel Sherman assigned the mission to 
the First Battalion and directed Lieutenant Colonel Roy 
E. Moore to entruck his troops at 0500, 13 July, pro- 
ceed west on the highway to detrucking point in advance 
of the Third Battalion’s positions, and from that point, 
by dismounted action, to conduct the reconnaissance. 
One battery of the 10th Field Artillery Battalion and 
another from the Second Battalion, 77th Field Artillery 
Regiment, were ordered to displace forward during the 
night, go into position in an area two miles west of the 
detrucking point, and support the advance of the First 
Battalion. 

The First Battalion moved on time and at 0600 
detrucked at a point south and west of Monte Narbone. 
The troops promptly deployed and initiated their recon- 
naissance in force, with their route of advance paralleling 
Route No. 115. The maneuver was carried out in the 
face of strong enemy resistance in the form of small arms, 
automatic weapons, artillery and mortars, many of 
which were located. Counter-battery fire was delivered 
successfully by the supporting artillery. Several casualties 
were suffered by the assault forces and were evacuated 
from the battlefields, some of them under the cover of 
darkness. Enemy fearful of our artillery fire were made 
prisoners and expressed the belief that they had been 
subjected to huge volumes of automatic artillery fire. 
That was the first indication to Seventh Infantry men 
of the terrific effect of their supporting artillery. 

While Company “A” was participating in the recon- 
naissance at about 1 500, Captain Celon A. Peterson went 
ahead of the line of scouts under enemy fire to locate 
enemy heavy weapons which were delaying the advance. 
He succeeded in locating five enemy machine guns upon 
which he then directed supporting mortar fire which put 
the weapons out of action and thus permitted his com- 
pany to continue the advance.® 

Sergeant John A. Mayo of Company “B” advanced 
three hundred yards over open ground while under fire 
to attack singlehandedly an enemy machine gun which 
he put out of action with hand grenades and his bayonet. 
Returning to his platoon while still under fire he dragged 
a wounded soldier to cover and recovered the wounded 
man’s rifle and equipment.’® 

The reconnaissance progressed to a line where the 
Naro River bends to the northwest to Highway 1 1 5 and 
extended two thousand yards southwest. Having accom- 
plished its mission, the First Battalion, on order of 
Colonel Sherman, withdrew under cover of darkness to 
an assembly area west of Monte Narbone and near the 
detrucking point. The reconnaissance had revealed that 
Agrigento would be difficult to take by frontal attack, 
inasmuch as its eastern perimeter was strongly defended 
by at least twelve direct fire, high muzzle velocity weap- 
ons. a minimum of one active battalion of field artillery 
and a number of mortars. Not too much Infantry was 
in position but frontal attack was indicated as imprac- 
ticable. During the reconnaissance in force a mule train 
operated to deliver ammunition and supplies to forward 
dumps and assisted in moving the rifle battalion into 
its assembly area. Medical units set up an aid station 
underneath a bridge at one place which received much 
hostile artillery fire but without effect. 

" GO No, 94, HQ, 3d Inf. Div.. 10 Dec. '4 3. Pfc. Macklin was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

* GO No. 53, HQ. 3d Inf, Div., 2 Aur. '43. Pfc. Slavik was 
awarded the 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star Medal. Lt. Col. 
Heintges and Pvt. Piper were each aw^arded the Silver Star Medal. 

® GO No. 55, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 13 Aug. '43. Capt. Peterson w'as 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 77, HQ, 3d Inf. Div.. 22 Oct. ’43. Sgt. Mayo was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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SECOND BATTALION TAKES FAVARA 
WITHOUT OPPOSITION 

At 0500, 14 July, Company "E” moved out of the 
Second Battalion assembly area to determine the enemy 
situation in Favara, and reached the Naro river. Combat 
patrols of Company “E" penetrated into Favara without 
opposition during the day. The remainder of the bat- 
talion moved across country at 2030 to catch up with 
Company “E". 

At 2130 14 July, the First Battalion jumped off across 
country, also in a northwesterly direction, protecting the 
left flank of the Second Battalion. By dawn the Second 
Battalion Command Post was established on Hill 533 
and the First Battalion was on the high ground south of 
Favara. Both battalions had traversed over very rugged 
terrain during the night. 

At 0900, 15 July, the Second Battalion attacked 
with Companies “F" and "G" abreast, “E’' in reserve 
and “H" in support. No opposition was encountered and 
the troops marched through Favara at 1450 to the high 
ground of La Montagna to the northwest, which was 
occupied at 1600. 

THE ATTACK ON AGRIGENTO, 15-17 JULY 

In the evening of 15 July it was apparent to Colonel 
Sherman that a rapid aggressive advance would break 
the thinning outer defenses and uncover Agrigento, the 
most important city on the south coast of Sicily, as well 
as Porto Empedocle to the southwest. The First and 
Second Battalions occupied high ground east of the Naro 
River and patrolled to the front while the Third Battal- 
ion was in reserve northwest of Palma di Montechiaro. 
The Third Ranger Battalion had become attached to the 
Seventh Infantry and was in the vicinity of the Second 
Battalion. Gambling on the speed and endurance of his 
Infantry battalions and support of attached artillery 
units. Colonel Sherman audaciously put into play a plan 
of maneuver that was to bring great success. 

The advance was begun with the Third Ranger Bat- 
talion and Second Battalion moving around to the north 
of Agrigento. The Rangers attacked at 1900 and Major 
Duval’s troops jumped off at 2245 for Hill 273 which 
was taken at 0247, 16 July. The appearance of the 
Second Battalion on this high ground in the morning 
was a surprise to the enemy. At 2100 the Third Battal- 
ion, in reserve, moved from its position to an area south- 
west of Favara. Also at 2100 the First Battalion attacked 
and under the cover of darkness advanced some two 
thousand yards to the southwest in the direction of Agri- 
gento. setting up defenses on prominent high ground 
which afforded excellent observation of the route into 
the city. During that move Company “B” encountered 
enemy resistance in the form of an outpost with auto- 
matic weapons, and destroyed the outpost without suffer- 
ing any casualties. Twenty-five Italian soldiers were 
taken prisoners of war. Another outpost was surprised 
by Company “C” and an additional thirty enemy 
were captured. 

During the morning the First Battalion probed enemy 
defenses with strong patrols and was subjected to shell- 
ing from enemy artillery and mortars. At approximately 
0900. 16 July, Company “C" was engaged in aggressive* 
patroling activities. While working its way forward 
down a slope enemy artillery fire was directed on the 
company from positions where the enemy had excellent 
observation. The fire caught many of the troops in the 
open without cover and had a demoralizing effect on the 
company. Observing this. Captain Herman E. Wagner 
left his position of relative safety at his forward com- 



mand post and moved openly to a position from which 
he directed his men to positions of safety which would 
not involve a withdrawal from the ground the company 
held. In this action Captain Wagner was killed by the 
artillery fire from which he sought to protect his men.” 

Corporal Chester R. Swanson left his defiladed posi- 
tion and singlehandedly set up his mortar in the artil- 
lery impact area in an effort to observe and destroy an 
enemy field piece. Ignoring high explosive shells which 
burst within thirty yards of him, Corporal Swanson 
adjusted on the enemy weapon twelve hundred yards 
distant, and succeeded in putting it out of action with a 
direct hit on his fifth shot.'- 

Private First Class Raymond J. Miller of the Medical 
Detachment observed the intensive artillery barrage 
w*hich killed Captain Wagner and severely wounded sev- 
eral men. He left his position of comparative security 
and advanced over two hundred yards of open ground 
through artillery fire, remained in the exposed position 
and administered first aid to the wounded men. Shell 
fragments flew all about him as he moved from man to 
man giving first aid.'^ 

First Lieutenant Henry H. Hancock of the Medical 
Detachment observed a soldier of Company “C” who 
was wounded in the chest by machine gun fire and bleed- 
ing profusely. In order for medical aid to be rendered 
to him it was necessary to move in view of the enemy 
positions. Lieutenant Hancock worked his way forward 
and was successful in evacuating the wounded soldier. 
The speedy rendition of medical aid and the unselfish 
courageous action of the lieutenant saved the wounded 
soldier’s life.'^ 

While engaged in a forward reconnaissance mission. 
Lieutenant Colonel John O. Williams, the Regimental 
Executive Officer, Sergeant Sanford M. Forbes who had 
won the Distinguished Service Cross in French Morocco, 
and Private Maurice Baillargeon were killed in action 
that morning by ambush. The vehicle was taken by the 
enemy but on a later day recaptured. 

At 1404 Second Battalion observers reported that the 
enemy was bringing up reinforcements by motor from 
the Aragona area. Large numbers of the enemy were seen 
debarking from trucks to the north and deploying for an 
attack. Artillery was requested which at 1428 com- 
menced concentrating on the enemy forces. Firing ceased 
at 1 537 and was resumed at 1700 for forty-five more 
minutes. Massed fire from the 10th Field Artillery Bat- 
talion, in support of the Regiment, and the 58th and 
65th Armored Field Artillery Battalions, and the 77th 
Field Artillery Regiment, attached to the Regiment for 
the attack on Agrigento, was very effective, caused one 
hundred casualties on the enemy, destroyed fifty assorted 
vehicles and stopped the enemy's counter-attack plans. 
At 1430 Colonel Sherman committed his reserve battal- 
ion, the Third, which attacked astride Highway 115, 
south of Agrigento. 

At 1 738 Company “G” moved out to attack Hill 333. 
Staff Sergeant Francis J. Collins led a combat patrol of 
Company “G" across five hundred yards of open terrain 
to reconnoiter the hill. Upon reaching the base of the hill 
he and his men were fired upon by machine guns, rifle fire 
and hand grenades which wounded one man seriously. 



’’ GO No. 63, HQ, 3d Inf. Div.. 8 Sept. '43. Capt. Wagner was 
posthumously awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

^2 GO No. 43, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 26 Mar. '44. Cpl. Swanson was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

13 GO No. 69, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 11 Sept. '43. Pfc. Miller was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

1 * GO No. 53, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 2 Aug. '43. 1 Lt. Hancock was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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Under a hail of bullets he went forward to make a recon- 
naissance and plan an attack. Heedless of the fact that the 
enemy outnumbered his own force by at least five to one 
and held the heights of the hill, Staff Sergeant Collins 
ordered his men to attack with fixed bayonets and gren- 
ades. Corporal Bert D. Schiele, leader of one of the 
squads, repeatedly charged the enemy positions, disre- 
garding rifle fire, machine gun fire and hand grenades, and 
personally inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy. The 
spirited attack led by the two non-commissioned officers 
resulted in the capturing of over a company of enemy 
machine gunners and riflemen.^® 

Sergeant Roy Langston, leader of a light machine gun 
section of Company “G", sighted enemy emplacements 
and retraced his course by crawling about two hundred 
fifty yards over the bare hill under a hail of small arms 
and mortar fire. On contacting the attached 81mm mortar 
section he personally directed the firing on the enemy 
targets, assisting materially in causing a disorganized 
retreat of the enemy, superior in number and weapons.'® 
The remainder of the Second Battalion moved for 
Hill 333 and reached it at 2240. Defensive positions were 
taken up. At 1800 Colonel Sherman sent the First Bat- 
talion toward the city of Agrigento. Moving in combat 
formation the troops of the First Battalion arrived at 
the outskirts of the city just as darkness was descending. 
This move was made in the face of enemy small arms 
fire which was quickly overcome, and approximately 



three hundred Italian soldiers were taken prisoners. 

Corporal Forrest L. Smith, Jr., of Company “A", 
armed with a Thompson sub-machine gun and covered 
by a companion, rushed into a cave and singlehandedly 
took eight Italian officers and thirty-four enlisted men 
prisoners. This feat enabled his company to advance more 
rapidly.'® 

At about 1500 Private Robert J. Green, also of Com- 
pany "A’', spotted a camouflaged enemy pillbox forty 
yards to his right, and, ignoring a machine gun firing 
from it in his direction, he dispatched the operator with 
one round from his M- 1 . He emptied the clip of his M- 1 
as he walked towards the pillbox, then fired his .45 
automatic pistol. Twelve of the occupants were forced 
to surrender. He killed four others who refused to sur- 
render by tossing a hand grenade inside the pillbox.'^ 
Lieutenant Colonel Roy E. Moore ordered his com- 
mand to enter the city and against heavy opposition from 
small arms and automatic weapons, the entire First Bat- 
talion stormed into Agrigento, engaging the enemy in 

15 GOs No. 61. 62. 63. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 4. 6 and 8 Sept. '43. 
S/Sgt. Collins. Sgt. Langston and Cpl. Schiele were each awarded 
the Silver Star Medal. 

1 ® GO No. 185. HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 3 Sept. '44. Cpl. Smith was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

11 GO No. 117, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 13 June '44. Pvt. Green was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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vigorous street figbring wherever the advances ot its 
troops were challenged. Headquarters Company Firsr 
Battalion and the Medical Detachment followed the 
assault dosdy, being only several hundred, yards behind^ 
the rifle companies. A call was sent back by an SI mm 
mortar crew for ammunition which was located on a jeep 
in the rear of the battalion. As the driver of the vehfufe 
w^as not present when the call for ammunition was re- 
peated as urgent* Private First Qaes Claude R. Miller 
of the Medical Detachment left his position with his 
snk, which was one of comparative safety, and drove 
the ammunition vehicle up the street to the morur posi-- 
lion in the midst of heavy sniper Are. His prompt action 
enabled the mortars to fire on their target and thus 
permit the colam ri to advance again 

Many Italian soldiers were taken prisoners during 
advance through the outskirts of the city, and were' 
marched in column iminediately behind the aswult ele- 
ments up to the civic center of Agrigento* at which point 
the Italian General Laurendis technically surrendered his 
command, including two thousand seven hundred troops, 
to Lieutenant Colonel Roy E. Moore,. The general and 
his staff were dispatched to Third tnfan cry Division 
Headquarters, under escort, at 2300. By 0030, 17 July,^ 
the entire city was under concrol. 

In the meantime tire Third Battalion advanced rapidly 
west of Highway 115 against scattered resistance and 
seized the key terrain ccjtnmandtrtg Porto EmpedocU 
which it occupied at 1900, after Agrigento had been en< 
circled from the north and west against only minot 
opposition. During the advance the Blue Battaiipn forces 
captured over twelve hundred enemy soldiers including 
forty officers, Eight cnctny coastal emplacements with 
guns pointed seaward were ovemin, A motor patrol from 
the Third Battaljo a accepted the sumnder of the towMi 
of Sicuitana, ten miles wes^t of Porto EmpedocIe on High- 
way 115, at 0200, 17 July. ; 

At 0145. 17 July, on order of the Commanding 
Offleer. the First Battalion moved around the city 
organmed a defensive pc«sition on the commanding 
ground on the northern edge of Agrigento. At 0400, 
friendly reconnaissance seh enemy armored 

patrol approaching Agrigento ftt>m the west, and the 
battarion was alerted and mewed higher up the face of the 
bluffs at the cdgc'ot the The battahon 
requested the assistance of Cannon Gotnpany. A combat 
squad of Company was dispatched to the scene with 
anti-tank grenades A^ a result; of the 
action on the part of tins combat squad, 
three light Italian tanks were captured, 
with (heir crews intact. Additional recon- 
naissance revealed no more enemy to be 
active in the immediate area. The First 
Battalion then moved across country 
through Monteperto to an aKsernbly area 
in tlie vicinity of Gardin a, 

The advances of the rifle battalions 
were superb examples of endurance, con- 
trOi and determination on the part of alf 
officers and men and reflected great credit 
on the units The capture of Agrigento 
where the main enemy strength in south- 
ern Sicily was located, netted the Regiment 
six thousand prisoners in all, fifty assorted 
field pieces and one hundred vehicles, in- 
cluding tanks, trucks and armored oars. 

Besides, many human casualties wete in 
flirted on the enemy. The Rcgimcnital 
- Comte Team was now free tci turn in- 
•land ro^rds the center of Sicliy, 

• r. Company which had been dis- 



patched to conduct the thousands of prisoners to the rear, 
rejoined the First Battalion jn (he vicinity of Gatdina. 
Dndet cover of darkness of the night 17- 18 July the 
First Battalion moved ^ positioas two rttiles «ouch of 
jRaffadali. PacroU found: clear of the enemy By 

noon IB July the Regiitif nt vicinity 

of Raffadaii and conducted iVggrmiVc patrols. A plaroon 
af Critnp^hy supposed by out 

a road block five miles northwest of Raffadaii, Company 
moved oortb along Highway llg to the Placani 
River to determine the enemy situation and conditian of 
Che roads. The company set up defensive podlions on 
Hill 430 on both sides of the highway. A motor patrol 
from Company “F" proceeded to San Elfsabetta. Angelo 
|MUiXaf;i and the Platani River where bridges were found 
blown 

THE ADVANCE ON PALERMO 

On Ifl July 1.943. Josfl For<«. was dissolved and the 
Third Infantry Divisioa reverted to its normal strength, 
provisional Corps ordered the Division to advance on 
Palermo. General Truscott allowed the Infantry five days 
to cover the one hundred miles to the capital city The 
$evcnfb Infantry was placed lu nrserve as the 15ih and 
30tb Regiments and the Tltird Ranger Battalion started 
ihv Division's drive north from A ragona and captured 
Casteltcrmioi, San Stef ano Quisquiaa and Gastrbnovo. 
At 1900, 20 July, the Regiment shuttled the First and 
Second Battalions forward by motor through Aragano 
aqd Ca^tvit^Ttnini to a detrucking point four miles north 
of two battalions then moved two 

miles by foot in the diiycriort of to assembly are;^ 

THIRD BATTAUOK SEIZES PRIZZl 

and GOREEpm 

Af 0605 the 7"hird Battalion jumped off in the main 
and frontal assault along the highway to Pfizzi while 
at Q705 the First Battalion attacked along the right flank. 
The advance of both baftaUony was biadvred by spotted 
resUtance and there were several skirmish^. W^bich re- 
suited in the capture, of many Italiatr soldrcts. At 0940 

le GO No. 55.. HQ. 5^ Inf. jQiv., l\ Aug. ’45; Pfc. Miller w« 
awarded d»f Silver Star Medal. 
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the Third Battalion was in possession ot 
Prizzi and had taken a total of five hundred 
prisoners of war which included an entire 
Italian cavalry squadron complete with 
mounts and equipment. Nearly two hundred 
horses and mules, and two large calibre mobile 
guns were among the captured materiel. Mem- 
bers of the Third Battalion were happy over 
their success. Shortly after the capture General 
Truscott, an ex-Cavalryman. appeared on the 
scene. While he conversed with Lieutenant 
Colencl Heintges about a hundred members of 
the Third Battalion suddenly appeared around 
the brow of a hill riding and leading their 
captured animals. The Commanding General 
exclaimed: “My God, what is that?” When 
told of the success and booty, he then ordered 
that the men dismount from the horses, with 
the remark: “You know, Heintges, we are 
still Infantry." It was shortly after that that 
the Third Battalion accomplished one of its 
great feats of the Sicilian Campaign by cover- 
ing thirty-two miles on foot in less than 
twenty-four hours over the rugged Sicilian 
country. 

Company “C" led the First Battalion ad- 
vance, and was accompanied by Lieutenant 
Colonel Moore. At one point the leading ele- 
ment, the First Platoon under the command of 
Second Lieutenant William J. Melgard, was 
suddenly fired on by two enemy machine guns 
at about three hundred yards range. Lieutenant 
Colonel Moore ordered Second Lieutenant 
Melgard to dispatch a squad to destroy the 
guns, on a flanking maneuver. The First 
Squad led by Sergeant Richard G. Hofelich 
was given the mission. Sergeant Hofelich led 
his squad up a hill in an attempt to flank the 
positions of the two enemy machine guns that 
were impeding the company's advance. One 
gun one hundred yards away suddenly directed 
intense fire at the group. Instructing his men to 
take cover Sergeant Hofelich crawled to with- 
in thirty yards of the gun and while bullets 
barely missed him stood up and hurled two 
grenades, knocking out the gun and killing the 
crew of two. He then killed two enemy rifle- 
men acting as security for the other gun, and 
his squad after a short fire fight captured nine 
more riflemen. Led by Sergeant Hofelich, the 
squad charged the second machine gun nest 
fifty yards distant and forced the crew of six 
to surrender.^® 

The Second Battalion which moved from 
the entrucking point at 0 1 30, 2 1 July, was in 
mobile reserve during the advance of the 
assaulting battalions and joined the Regiment 
in Prizzi at 1 145. At 1400 the Third Battal- 
ion again took up the advance and moved 
along Highway 118 for Corleone. The First 
Battalion followed at 1500 and the Second 
Battalion continued to be held in mobile 
reserve. During these moves the 10th Field Artillery 
Battalion, with the 58th and 9th Field Artillery Battal- 
ions attached, leapfrogged forward and delivered fire 
ahead of the Infantry battalions as needed. Enemy resist- 
ance was weak and disorganized and by 1840 the Third 
Battalion, under Lieutenant Colonel Heintges, had 
seized Corleone and two thousand enemy soldiers. 

GO N •>. 215, HO- 5d Inf. Div., 8 Oct. '44. Sgt. Hofelich was 

award>.d the Silver Star Medal. 



SECOND BATTALION SEIZES MARINEO 

From Corleone Major Duvall's Second Battalion 
assumed the Regimental lead and by a forced night march 
against only slight resistance seized Marineo during the 
early hours of 21 July and halted on order about a mile 
north of the town at 0915. 

The First Battalion moved by truck out of the Cor- 
leone assembly area at 0730 on the 22nd to a point 
beyond Marineo and detrucked. Lieutenant Colonel 
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Moore’s troops pushed through the Second Battalion and 
marched at a forced pace up Route 121 to Misilmeri. 
Reorganization was effected on the northern outskirts 
of the town. 

Cannon Company after protecting the move of the 
First Battalion through the Second Battalion at the road 
junction of Highways 118 and 121, departed on a 
forward reconnaissance mission. It encountered a road 
block two miles north of Misilmeri on Highway 121, 
where it knocked out two 88mm, high velocity weapons 
and one 179mm gun, thus clearing the way for the 
advance of the Infantry. At 1230, 22 July, the First 
Battalion deployed and started an advance over the high 
ground to the northwest in the face of small arms and 
automatic weapons fire which was delivered by the enemy 
defending positions on the heights. Aggressive action 
overcame the resistance and the battalion captured the 
objective with some fifty German soldiers and a like num- 
ber of Italian soldiers, a large quantity of war materiel, 
ammunition and explosive dumps and some new and 
recently installed large bore coastal defense guns. 

The Third Battalion had in turn entrucked and motor 
marched north through Misilmeri to Villabatc where 
the troops detrucked at 1400 hours. The battalion estab- 
lished itself in strong defensive positions and sent out 
patrols which encountered sporadic rifle and mortar fire 
from enemy occupying defensive positions and from 
other enemy groups attempting to escape along the coastal 
highway toward Messina. Heavy casualties were inflicted 
on the enemy in killed, wounded and captured and the 
Third Battalion forces penetrated the city limits of 
Palermo at 1619 hours to be first into the capital city. At 
1840 hours organized resistance in Palermo ceased with 



the surrender of the Sicilian commanding general to Cap- 
tain William R. Hicks. At 2030 hours the Second Bat- 
talion moved into the city and took over the dock area 
to prevent damage to installations. During the day’s 
advance 3,500 enemy were captured, the majority by the 
Third Battalion, and much valuable enemy materiel was 
captured. 

22 July 1943, was another great day for the glorious 
Seventh Infantry when it captured Palermo, the capital 
city of Sicily. It was another first to the long record list 
acquired by the Regiment down through the years. Will 
Lang, the war correspondent, in writing of it, had this 
to say: “As the various American forces approached 
Palermo, Patton defined a blue phase line just four miles 
short of the city beyond which no Infantry, excepting 
patrols, were to go. Patton’s tanks had been chosen to 
make the victorious entry into the island’s capital. This 
they did. with banners flying and cameras, grinding. But 
inside the city they found the Third Division's Lieuten- 
ant Colonel John Heintges and his entire battalion 
quietly patrolling the streets.’’^ 

It is said by some that General Patton was displeased 
to find that Seventh Infantrymen had stolen Palermo so 
to speak. It was not defiance to orders that led to capture 
of the city by the Third Battalion, Seventh Infantry, but 
a military necessity. Because of the aggressiveness of the 
Seventh Infantry one of its units was in the most advan- 
tageous position to capture the important city. Lieutenant 
Colonel Heintges was unaware of it but destiny was to 
have him figure most prominently in even a more impor- 
tant “military steal" nearly two years later when the 
great “Cotton Baler" Regiment would end its combat 
days for World War II. 



C H A P T ER II 

The Drive Along the North Coast of Sicily 



Following the capture and occupation of Palermo, the 
attachments to the Seventh Infantry which had assisted 
in the drive of the Regiment reverted to their parent 
organizations. The Second Battalion remained on guard 
duty in the city until relieved on 26 July, when it 
joined other units of the Regiment in the Villabate 
bivouac. On 24 July Company “L" was detached to the 
control of Third Infantry Division Headquarters and 
moved to the Prizzi Prisoner of War Inclosure for guard 
duty. Two days later the entire First Battalion was 
detached from control of the Regiment and relieved Com- 
pany “L". Activity of the remainder of the Regiment 
during the period consisted of re-equipping and normal 
duties. Rest and relaxation were enjoyed. 

On 25 July Lieutenant Colonel Roy E. Moore 
assumed the duties of Regimental Executive Officer and 
a former “Cotton Baler", Major Frank M. Izenour, 
destined to become one of the greatest battalion com- 
manders the Regiment has ever seen, assumed command 
of the First or Red Battalion. 

Ordered to move to a new bivouac in the vicinity of 
Altavilla Milicia, the Seventh Infantry minus the First 
Battalion closed out of the Villabate bivouac at 0600 
27 July. During the course of the movement the Third 
Battalion was ordered by higher headquarters to proceed 
to an area five miles east of Termini Imerese. The Second 
Battalion and separate units closed into the Altavilla 
Milicia bivouac area at 1000 and the Third Battalion 
continued on to its assigned area, closing in at 1300. 



The Third Battalion was given the mission of patrolling 
to the east on Highway 1 1 3 to contact the 45th Infantry 
Division, and to patrol the beach area in its vicinity. 

On 30 July 1943, the Third Battalion engaged in a 
scheduled recreational swimming period near Termini 
Imerese, following a mountain climbing exercise. Second 
Lieutenant Charles L. Treadway, Staff Sergeant Jim L. 
Dudley and Private Moran, all of “I" Company, got 
out into deep water and in attempting to return to shal- 
lower waters became exhausted and nearly drowned 
while combatting the undertow. The three exhausted 
men were rescued by Lieutenant Colonel John A. Heint- 
ges, Technical Sergeant Joseph Punska, Private First 
Class Elbert T. Worthington and Private William H. 
Miller.' 

Regimental activities in the Altavilla Milicia area con- 
sisted of routine guard duty, replacing and refurbishing 
equipment lost and damaged during the stress of battle, 
and. basic training exercises including combat firing. Ath- 
letics were featured and all possible recreation was pro- 
vided to assist in maintaining morale and physical condi- 
tion at a high level. Chaplains Dyreson and Horne were 
zealous in spiritual matters, holding church services at 



Lang, “Lucian King Truscott, Jr.”, Life Magazine, 20 Oct. '44, 

p. 106. 

1 GO No. 1 18, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 14 June ’44. Lt. Col. Heintges. 
T/Sgt. Punska, Pfe, Worthington and Pvt. Miller were each 
awarded the Soldier's Medal. 
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every opponanity. Music and singing we|:c enjoyed as 
many of the men had acquired Sicilian accordians and 
guitars, 

At Prizzi* the First BattaM<m improved and extended 
prisoner of war enclosures on batten, easily guarded hills, 
with emphasis on cleanliness and sanitation Utilizing 
prisoner labor, a guard area was developed in a grove on 
the banks of a clear mountain stream. Thousands of 
women gathered outside the cages Marching for lox'cd 
ones and joined with their men m a spoqtanecrus demon- 
stration of lelief and happiness when iJrroncous grapevine 
reports, that Italy had surrendmd. spread ihcough the 
camp like wildfire. The Second Armored Division units 
relieved the battaJibn on, 5 1 July a it entrucked for 
the eigbty-milc ride to the Alta villa Milicia assembly 
area and re joined the Regtmenl o 1 August. 

During the week the Seventh Infafitry bivbuaced in 
ViHabate and Altavi|{a Milkta. and ochec units of the 
Third Infantry the 45th Infantry 

Division had pushed off to the east toward Mes^^ana bat 
encountered heavy resistanee By the time the 45th bad 
reached San Stef ano Camastra the high comuqand decided 
to relieve it with the Third Infantry Division, 

On 1 August 1943, the Seventh Infantry commejiced 
movement to the front once more and at I fi 30 war 
assembled in the vkinity of Pollins Ininally the Seventh 
Infantry was in reserve as the Third Division tornmitted 
the 1 5th and 30th Regiments. During rh« night of 
3-4 August the Regiment displaced forward by trucks 
to a new assembly area in the vicinity of Caronia where 
it remained in readiness on the 4th ro pas.s through the 
I5tb Ig fan try, then eiperacing on the FohanrO River 
Forward reconnaissance was also accomplished on th 
day. Forty -seven rnpjacemtmts consisting of 
and forty -five enlisted meii joined the RegimefU. 

The enemy fought a strong delay 
ress of the Division was slow ^along this cdjat road. Dut- 
ipg tbt^ night 4;5 August the Second Battalio took up 
dercr^yeVp^itions on high groun^^^ west of the Furuno 
River dj^^cfy belrind the ^positions t5 th ,lnfantry.r 

which fegimvne - was esperknem^^^ 
with the enemy. At 6^50 .hours on 6 August the First 
and Second Battalions of the f5rh Infantry crossed^^ 
Furianp River and suceeded in pining a .fopchold^ only 
to encounter mortar and actUliety fc severity as 

to make their positions untenabk,: D 
a countec-attack by the enerny ibtccd^^& the 

Third Infantry Division to the west 
The Second Battalion of th*^ &venth infaniryr^ 
the withdrawal of these forces 

by 2200 hours, when die Seebnd reverted to 

the control of the Regiment. ; ; 

Strong opposition across the held up the 

Third Division advance alongthci:pa«tr^^T used 

heavy conGcntrafions of artiUeryv mottar an machine 
gun fire. A local countefattack l?y the enemy north of 
San Fraiello prevented any further advance during the 
day. 

To dislodge the stubborn enemy from San Frateljo 
and the ridges, higher headquarters planned to yommit 
the Seventh Infantry/as the Second Battalioni 30tb In 
fantry; rcinfotced, would behind -the- iines am- 

phibious landihg three miles east 

On 7 August Coionci Sh^rrman received orders for the 
Regiment to acrack thcougb die iSth^te across the. 
Furiano River and cpniimt« the advance cast on Highway 
1 1 3- Accordingly the TbtM Battalion was moved iot- 
ward thv.vianity Battalion dufiiig the 

evening,-- V‘V ^ 

^ tbe^. nsirow 

cqastal plain a^cror through one good higbxvay 



Go gle 



paralleled the coast line, A short distance itiland moun>- 
tains rose precipitately to commanding heights sue 
mouoted in many instances with fortress -like ancient 
towns Adding to the strength of enemy defenses were 
the rivenSh which ran north to the sea every few miles 
While dry at this season of the year, each could be a 
formidable obstacle when the stream beds and approaches 
were heavily mined and covered by mortar, rnachme gun 
and artillery fire. 

To screen the mpyemenis of die ^Venth Infantry> for 
the attack on FrateHo ridge, arrangements were made for 
a smoke screen five bundted meters in length, but it was 
not needtd . A f ter a thorough ar til Icty prepaf ation which 
aided in :spftening up the enemy for (he foot troops.. Ihe 
Second Batralidn jumped off at 0600. 8 August 1943, . 
stormed across the Furiarto River and was followed otic 
hofir later by the Third Battalion. Knocking out enemy 
strong points the Second Barlalion t coops pllinged into 
Acqikdalci at 0753 where a number ot Italian and Cier- 
man soldiers were raken prisoners, and at, HI 5^ 
Sant’Agata, There the advance was halted oh of 
Division until ar tillerY units could tfisplace f c>r.iv ard. 

Shortly afternoon the Third Battalion passed through 
the Second Battalion aiid proceeded east following: Higb^ 
way H3 to the RosmaritiG River which waii* Ughcly 
defended, though the bridges crossing it were demolished. 
The Third Battalion contacted troops of -the Second 
BatraIiob 3Qth Infantry at 1605 and irPs;f^Gthe RD$- 
matino at 19|5 encountering accurate machine gUUt 




Xt. O«o. George S. Patton. Jt., commanding tJ> S. 
rib Jtimy. looks at Pvt. Ftank Read, 7tb U. S. 
iniantry. at the Agngento Airdrome on 25 July 
594Jf, Pyf. Rrad su^trvd from shrapnel Wounds and 
wills others vvaiwd for evacuation hr air to Africa 
fb£ medical tseatnUnt. 

morur and aftillery fire iq effecting the crossing^. The 
barrafion set up defensive posittotw on tlye high ridge 
to the east, Thr S^condd Baitalion advanced ip an 
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assembly area adjacent to the highway, on the west side 
of the river. Both battalions conducted active patrols 
along the roads and to the beaches. San Fratello fell to 
forces of the 30th and 15th Regiments. 

The pressure placed on the enemy by all units of the 
Third Infantry Division compelled him to withdraw 
from the road south of San Fratello and cast of Di Zap- 
pula River. The enemy defenses had been bitter and 
determined and it was only after the full weight of 
superior fire power and maneuvering was brought to bear, 
that he withdrew. Patrol reconnaissance showed the 
presence of enemy tanks and Infantry formations to the 
south and east. To counter such a threat Company “G" 
and a platoon of Anti-Tank Company established a 
road block at Militello Rosmarino at 1 700 hours. Motor- 
ized patrols southeast to Alcera Li Fusi captured sixty 
Italian soldiers after a brief skirmish. 

The enemy was conducting a continuous rear guard 
action along the entire front. At this time the Third and 
Ninth Infantry Divisions were consolidating elements in 
preparation for a coordinated attack against known 
enemy positions. 

At 0200. 9 August the First Battalion moved forward 
from its Caronia area in organic transportation and at 
0530 detrucked in Sant'Agata. At 0700 the First Bat- 
talion supported by heavy artillery preparations crossed 
the Rosmarino River and passed the Third Battalion on 
its ridge positions, continuing the attack of the Regiment 
east along Highway 113. Progress was slow due to accur- 
ate hostile machine gun. mortar and artillery fire. Local 
envelopments featured the advance. 

At one place Company “B” was held up by enemy 
behind a stone wall, after the leading scouts had become 
wounded. Company “C" maneuvered to the left into 
the sea in water chest high and together the two com- 
panies assaulted and knocked out the enemy opposition. 

The First Battalion pursued the withdrawing enemy 
and engaged the foe in delaying positions, suffering 
medium casualties. Opposition was overcome and several 
German and Italian soldiers were captured. When con- 
tact with the retreating foe was lost the Red Battalion 
assembled east of Terranova and sent strong patrols for- 
ward to regain and maintain contact with the enemy. 

At 1 240. 9 August, the Third Battalion left its ridge 
position east of the Rosmarino River and attacked to the 
northeast via the rugged hills north of San Marco 
D’Alunzio. Only slight resistance was encountered in- 
itially by the troops who advanced so rapidly over the 
rugged terrain that Regimental Headquarters was not al- 
ways informed of their exact location. Once that day 
three battalions of our own American artillery laid in on 
the battalion and caused much havoc. The radio belong- 
ing to the forward observer from the 10th Field Artillery 
Battalion was knocked out and the observer himself 
became a casualty. The Commanding Officer of the Third 
Battalion succeeded in getting a “cease firing” order back 
to the Regimental Command Post where an officer had 
been directing the fire by map only. At first Lieutenant 
Colonel Heintges was censured for stopping the artillery 
shoot but being on the spot he knew where the shells 
were falling and being in command there he was obliged 
to save his men from slaughter by their own supporting 
weapons. After a reorganization was effected the Third 
Battalion drove on and crowned the heights of Monte 
Baebuzza. one mile cast of Capri Leone, at 1830. While 
located there four German 88s and mortars firing on 
First Battalion troops were observed and taken under 
fire. The enemy returned fire and inflicted a number of 
casualties on the Blue Battalion forces which included 
Second Lieutenant Wilbur V. Hamm. The battalion 
also became engaged with enemy machine gunners and 
snipers on both flanks. 



At 1625 the same day the Second Battalion pushed 
across the Rosmarino River and occupied San Marco 
D’Alunzio an hour later. Patrols from the White Bat- 
talion contacted a platoon of the 30th Infantry whose 
location on a ridge one mile northeast of the town was 
not known by its parent organization. The Second Bat- 
talion remained in San Marco D’Alunzio during the 
night. 

The Third Battalion overcame its resistance and at 
2100 moved from its positions on the northwestern 
slopes of Monte Baebuzza. At 2215 the troops occupied 
the high ground astride the unimproved road from Capri 
L.eone to Highway 1 1 3 overlooking Di Zappula River. 
The troops had to be supplied by mule train and during 
the attempt four of the animals fell over a cliff when they 
lost their balance. After many very trying hours the 
Third Battalion entered Capri Leone then sent a re- 
inforced platoon to Mirlo. Both towns were found clear 
of the enemy. In Capri Leone the dog-tired thirsty men 
found water. 

CROSSING OF DI ZAPPULA RIVER AND 
CAPTURE OF HILL DI MARCO 

The First Battalion attempted to cross Di Zappula 
River before daylight 10 August but failed in its initial 
attempt when a concealed trip wire discharged, in a series 
of blasts over a wide area, about eight German Teller 
mines which had been prepared as booby traps. These 
explosions killed seven men and wounded fifteen of the 
First Platoon of Company “B”, the assault company, 
and threw the rest of the company into disorganization. 

Private Bernard W. Heidemann of Company “B” was 
seriously wounded but refused to be evacuated and re- 
mained behind to cover the withdrawal of Company 
“B”. He remained under the heavy fire for several hours 
and greatly assisted the other elements of the battalion 
in establishing the bridgehead and seizing the objective, 
as well as enabling Company “B” to withdraw.- 

Private First Class Durward H. Moore of Company 
“B” voluntarily rescued four of approximately thirty 
casualties inflicted on his company by heavy enemy ar- 
tillery fire. Although he was wounded in the arm after 
performing his third rescue, he led a litter squad to an- 
other casualty, and then picked up still another wounded 
soldier unaided on his way back.^ 

After regrouping and clearing a path with mine de- 
tector equipment the First Battalion effected a crossing 
at 0500 in the face of concentrated mortar, artillery and 
automatic weapons fire and drove across the flat terrain 
to the base of Hill Di Marco. The forward elements of 
Staff Sergeant Glenn S. Foote’s platoon of Company 
“C” were crossing a wall when a loud explosion occurred 
which killed one man and wounded several others. With- 
out hesitation Staff Sergeant Foote climbed over the wall 
into the mine field to find safe passage for the remainder 
of the platoon. In his reconnaissance he discharged an- 
other mine trap and lost his life. His courage and devo- 
tion to duty reflected the highest traditions of the military 
service.”* 

From commanding and well prepared positions the 
enemy poured withering fire down on the attacking 
troops, inflicting heavy casualties. Intense enemy shell 
concentrations nullified the heroic efforts of wire crews 

- GO No. 64. HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 9 Sept. ’43. Pvt. Heidemann was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 29. HQ, 3d Inf. Div.. 29 Jan. ’45. Pfc. Moore was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

^ GO No. 73. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 17 Oct. ’43. S/Sgt. Foote was 
posthumously awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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to niAinlatfl telephone communications. Because radios 
were out of order, no aniilery support could be sum- 
moned, uttdvdue to lack of ammunition, suitable posi- 
tions and ol^ervation. Company ‘*D’' could render only 
limited sujf^ort with its heavy weapons. Nevertheless, 
the a^uhing rifle compaates, '‘A’’ and “C*, jfinally 
w tested positions on the summit of Hill Di Marco inflict- 
ing casualties on the enemy. Company "B" rook up posi-^ 
tjons to the northwest of Highway 1 1 3 opposite Hill 
Di Marco and reorganized. 

Ai. 1000, 10 August, before Companies “A" and 
‘'C-’ could fully organize defensive positions, the enemy 
subjected the two compaojes to heavy machine gun^ mor- 
tar and artillery Are, then launched a strong counter- 
attack with wo hundred Infantrymen, which forced 
back the '‘Cotton Baler’ riflemen, whose supply of 



Wendt of the Medical Detachment left his position of 
comparaiLve safety and crawled across an open space 
swept by machine gun and small arms Are to render first 
aid to a wounded man. Leaving, the casualty in a position 
of cover, he returned to his former position only to ob- 
serve that the man. had been wounded again by a sniper. 
Again he crawled across the bullet swept area and was 
engaged in rendering first aid a second time when be lost 
hiy life due to the sniper's^ fire. Private Wendt”s complete 
disregard for his own personal .safety in performing his 
act of betoism was an inspiration to all and contributed 
much to the morale and determiratiOn of the "Cotton 
Baler' iroops. Private Wendt was ; posthumously 
awarded the Disiinguishcd Service Cross ^ . 

T o;b uici^ Fifri> Grade Frederic R. Geer* Private First 
Glass OryiiirC- Gunderso Private^ Curtis G, Hagen 



FoBj of {hr 9i “Colton. BaUir*'^ kiUrd in a<lioo diffitjg ihc. {urioje 9-11 Angcuif the itf. Frvin Uft to 

right: I Lt. Daniel L Dnnkrlfeetgl^ of Co. Pvt. Co. VP*.^ t Lf Co. and 1 Lt. 

Paul C. Murphy of ' ' 



The situation of the First Battalion improved through- 
out the afternoon when supplies of ammunition and ra- 
tions arrived, through the combined efforts of motor 
transportation, mule trains and hand carrying parties, 
all of which suffered casualties in negotiating the exposed 
routes. Planes dive bombed enemy observation posts and 
reduced the effectiveness of the hostile artillery fire. 
Heavy machine guns and mortars exacted a heavy toll of 
casualties among the enemy. 

The Third Battalion which had been forced to stand 
enemy mortar concentrations which killed First Lieu- 
tenant John E. Putnam of Company “M" and wounded 
several others, was ordered by Colonel Sherman to retake 
Hill Di Marco. A sharp engagement was fought but the 
Blue Battalion forces accomplished their mission at 1945. 

While the fight for Hill Di Marco was going on the 
Second Battalion moved from San Marco D'Alunzio to 
Highway 113, then east on the highway to a forward 



Hans Larsen of Service Company lost his life while dis- 
tributing supplies. Staff Sergeant Richard C. Winans, 
Technician Fifth Grade Teddy E. Theodore and Private 
August F. Fetto, all communications personnel of Regi- 
mental Headquarters Company, and Privates Lewis C. 
Riley and Leonard R. Grimes, a command post runner 
and a field train cook respectively of the First Battalion 
Headquarters Company, all distinguished themselves.® 
At 2330, 10 August, the Third Ranger Battalion was 
attached to the Seventh Infantry and was ordered to join 
the First Battalion near Di Zappulla River. Plan of action 
for 1 1 August called for a move on the part of the Sec- 
ond Battalion from its assembly area to a line of depart- 
ure on the eastern slope of Hill Di Marco occupied by 
the Third Battalion, from there the Second Battalion 
was to jump off in an attack at 0600 and capture the 
towns of Malo, Pernicchia and Cresta Di Naso. The 
Third Battalion was to follow the Second in the attack 




assembly area one mile west of Di Zappula River, closing 
in at 1100. Company “G" and the Second Platoon of 
Anti-Tank Company (57mm) were relieved at the Mili- 
tello Rosmarino roadblock and joined their parent units. 

Throughout the day of 10 August the enemy sub- 
jected Highway 113 to very accurate shelling that made 
vehicle passage difficult. Casualties were sustained by 
troops in the rear echelon as well as the front line troops. 
Company “A", 3rd Medical Battalion, nevertheless 
maintained ambulance runs to and from the forward 
battalions throughout the day and night, despite the 
heavy shelling which knocked out three ambulances. 
Service Company, and the bulk of the battalion and sep- 
arate unit transportation, displaced forward in spite of 
the shelling. The 10th Engineer Combat Battalion con- 
structed by-passes which aided the advance considerably. 

Several members of the service forces of the Regiment 
performed gallantly to serve and supply the front line 
riflemen and the heavy weapons crews. Staff Sergeant 



and the First, with the Third Rangers, was to re-occupy 
Hill Di Marco. 

SECOND BATTALION CAPTURES MALO 
AND PERNICCHIA. 11 AUGUST 1943 

The Second Battalion commenced its movement at 
0300 as planned but due to delays imposed by rough ter- 
rain and darkness was unable to jump off until 0730. 
The troops advanced rapidly and aggressively, capturing 
Malo at 1030 despite accurate machine gun and mortar 
fire in its zone. Pernicchia was taken at 1145 following 



» GOs No. 61. 63. 64. 113 B 22. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 4, 8 « 9 
Sept., 29 Dec. '43 16 Feb. '44. S/Sgt. Larsen (posthumously), 

S/Sgt. Winans, T/5 Theodore, Pvts. Fetto, Grimes and Riley 
were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. Pvt. Grimes was also 
awarded the 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star Medal. 
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which the Second Batulion checked its advance ra re- 
organize. The Third Battalion pressed forward to the 
rear of the Second Battalion. 

At 1410 in accordance with orders froin Third In- 
fantry E>i vision Headquarters,, the Second Battalion was 
ordered to discontinue the advance on Cresta Di Naso, 
and to push With utmost speed against a hostile counter- 
attacking force (hreatening the Second Battalion of the 
30th Infantry, which had effected a briefing one mile 
west of Brolo behind enemy lines at 0300 that day. The 
battalion commander reccK'ed the order at 1500 by 
ariilkfy liaison plane, and fifteen minutes later uuiated 
the advance from Pernicchia. After a forced m^rch lead- 
ing elements of the Second Battalion reached Highway 
! 13, two miles West of Brolo. at midnight. wVtbqqtCidn'^ 
tacting the enemy. The battalion pa tfolle4 to the 
and west on Highway J}3 to gain conwt with ibt 
’‘Friscan” Battalion which was accomplished at 0230, 
However other elements of the ■ ‘Priscati''" Regiment at- 
tacking from Orlando had already reached the Second 
Battalion of the 30thTnfancr)': 

Following the Second Battalion jump off from Per- 
nJccbia the Third Barralion. initialed an attack on Cresta 
Di Naso and captured it at 1830, 1 1 Augu.st. During the 
attack First Lieutenant David N. Murdock, command- 
ing officer of Company was killed and First Lieu- 
tenant Charles L. Treadway was wounded in the shoul- 
der Lieutenant Treadway refused to be evacuated and 



KILLED m ACTION 

Pfc. Forresi L. Wim«ert. of 
Companf "l'\ on 12 Aogast 
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took comma nd of the company. Largdy due to his ag' 
gfcs.sive leadership the company took Its irn mediate oh jee- 
five. At dawn the following day his leadership again 
enabled the company to defeat an enemy counter-attack.^^ 
The Third Rangers, who were ordered at 1410 to move 
forward from Hill Di Marco and assist the Second Bat- 
talion in the rescue mission toward Brolo, were late in 
receiving the orders, due to failure of communications. 
The Rangers, who did not leave Hill Di Marco until 
1 725, reached Malo at midnight and at 0400; 12 August, 
were in a position one mile northeast of Naso, astride 
the Naso-OrlandQ roadv 

The First Bactalion marched during the night from 
Hill Di Marco to high ground between Orlando and 
Cresta Di Naso. 

During the morning while the Second Battalion was 
in its assembly area it was covered by an intense heavy 
calibrir artillery barrage of more than forty- five minutes 
doratio^n. Almost coincident with the first burst of shells 
in the came of wounded. Although the Bat- 

talion Aid Siition was near the wounded. Ted^hiViat^ 
Fifth Grade Emerald M, Smith and Private First 
Rudolph R. Riuer, both of the Medical Deu^LTOBL 
the safety of cbeir fox holes; and fearlessly 
hundred yards through a rain of shell friigmr'ou and 



falling debris and rendered medical aid to the wounded, 
as sl)ells continued to burst in the immediate YidnitT 
As the barrage rolled forward and another company 
came under fire the two men again ran into a swelled 
area and assisted the wounded. ” 

DuHn<? the days of 12 and 13 August, the Regimental 
Combat Team devoted its efforts to reorganization in the 
vicinity of Cresta Di Naso. The Second Platoon of Anti - 
Tank Company (57mm) was attached to the Third 
Reconnaissance Troop on the 12th, going into position 
on Highway 1 16 five miles south of Naso. The next day 
the plaroon was released from atcachment and rejoined 
its company. 

While the Regimcnr reorganized and temained in 
divi>don reserve sister regiments advanced on Cape Calava 
and Patti. On 14 August The Seventh Inlanixy and at- 
tachments were ordered to assemble in the vicinity of 
Fakonc and bt prepared to pass through the 15th In- 
fantry then engaged in ibe vkiniry of FiiTnari. Gannon 
Company embarked on I.GTs tn the vid^ of Brolo 
at 1600 on the 1 4th and Ae remainder of the combat 
team moved by reinforced transportalion at 1715. The 
truck convoy passed through where 

crowds thronged windows, from, which white sheet- 
fiags fiuctered Leading elements reached Oliveri at 1900 
hours and by 7230 the Regiment was completely closed 
in, From Oliven ch^ proops marched through Fakone to 
an area about one mile we$t of Furnari, where it went 
into position at 0230 hours on 1 5 August, The highway 
and area were subjected lo inlecmittent aniilcry and 
mortar fire during the night Company "B", 753rd Tank 
BatiaHon. (less one platoon ) > at ta to the Rcgt- 
ment. 

THE COASTAL DR tVE TOWARD MESSINA 

Commencing with daylight On I S AugusL the Seventh 
Infantry threw its full power into the final drive for the 
city of Messina. In two days and two nights it advanced 
forty miles to crowd the last of the Germans off the 
island of Sicily. The general strategy was the $ame as in 
the capture of Palermo, where tlix attack was made 
astride a main highway with a spearhead of Infantry 
supported by artillery, armor, arrn-tank and engineer 
umts, 3 S needed, To eliminate or assist in overcoming 
ctjcniy resistance Additional infantry battalicms took 
care of enemy -Strong points on the fiapk or enveloped 
positions uop dilficalt (o c.iprure by frontal assault. They 
also relieved lead troops so that assault elements went 
into reserve after a batik. E very effori was made to restore 
highways to service with the least possible delay so that 
fiiotor transportation could be used for sbu it Hog troops 
forward, and a constant stfeatn of supply could be main- 
tained. In the Messina drive, one fiank was protected by 
the sea and the task of securing columns from counter- 
attack wasTess arduous. 

At 0600. 15 August, the Seventh Infantry launched 
its final drive of the Sicilian Gampaign; At that hour the 
Third Battalion on the north and the First B«'itCaiion on 
the .south crossed the river Ime CAHt of Furnari which was 
the line of depari'urc. 

THIRD BATTALION CAPTURES 
BARCELLONA, MERI .AND SAN LUCIA, 

15 AUGUST 1943; 

The Third Baaah'on. spearheading the attack along 
Highway 113, punched il$ way into Barccllotia and 
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captured the place Irf 09? &. I3f tying steadily, de^spitif 
detetmtnud tocmy tesucaucit; the twtralvon 
jU5t an iKHic later.. 

In the mcantihjc the Fir?^ BaitahoA drov? wosj^ the 
ftcritory wuth of Highway i 13 betw fheFuniari and 
Tcfynifii Rivers and sei/jrd the towns of Monre 

Lombia. Rodt and Monte Cionia Frotd Monte Gonia the 
haaafidrr drove north to Highw*ay 1 13 and followed the 
Second Battalion which had itsiiJcd the Third ta^t along 
the highway. 

The Third Battal ion c:dnimtted “its rapid pace and 
oveft^n a series of srraceg,kally road blocks de- 

rinded by machine guhr» and tnorurs. and seized San 
l.ucta with a quantitv of 1410. ShlT 

driving on. the Third Batttihoft rapciired the key ridge 
line south of Highway 113 two milev Vest of Spadafora 
3ria00.v 

At this i^tH'nr the Ffrsv Baitalionr which had merved 
by yelnde 10 San Lucia, thence by foot along Highsvay 
f 1 3, passed through the left flank of the Thir^ Battalion 
ai 1945; 



stubborn f^sista ace from enemy in.Spadafora and on the 
high ground sou the town Company ‘ C" led the 
advance along Highway 1 13 and was taken under heavy 
5re by enemy B8mm guns. Captain Hugh V. Carico led 
the company the highway to an area of temporary 
safety, buf at about 1700 a heavy enemy andlety coo- 
centratidtj began falling into the Company ’'C“ ^arca 
inflicting numerous casualties. Captain Carico, quickly 
mogsizing the gravity of the situatioD. left bis posirioo 
and begih moving the members of his compatry to posi- 
tions oncringgrvaref protection. While so engaged. Cap- 
tain Carico was killed by the fire from which he was 
saving his men. He the second coramaoder Com/ 

panv “C'" teh killed in action during the Sicilian Cam- 
paign. Company ' C‘* following Captain Catico's orders 
moved to rhe post lion indicated by him and had no 
farther casoakies 111 that 3 rea^^ 

First Lieufenant Edward V. Busby assumed command 
of C'/ and i hiVcompany r$;sum^ the advance on Spada- 
fora, retufiiiog to Higbvvay iH dark Qom- 

p^y i^ntefed Spadakita and received a nto.si unwel- 
FIRST battalion CAPTURES SPADAFORA Dk'U’man led 

V IN; A HARD FIGHT'' 

The First Bat tahqn the atUftek and met yerf 
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eb€ advance guard which was followed by two files of 
rifiemcn>- First Lieu tenant Jame? R. Kilbutn kd the file 
od rbf kit edge of the road and Sergciint Richard G. 
Hateikh Iccl file. Immediately an enemy tank 

and four machine guns fired straight «Jb wo the toad. One 
man M*as hit iti the mid- section and blown to bits, as 
those who could , jumped foteover tn buildings on cither 
side of the road. Just as Sergeant Hof cl kh. dashed into a 
building on the tight sicie of the highway he heard some 




KttiBO IN ACTION 

Capi. Hu^ V. Canco iftd 1. Lt, Jam« R. Kilburn. 
both of Cjompany "C*’. oa .|y Augair 194.1. 



one crash to the ground behind him. Tum;ng. he saw ir 
was Lieutenant Kilburn W'ho had b^n killed instantly 
by a bullet through the licad. Those who escaped being 
killed by this sudden burst of fir? w'cre ejctrmdy fortua- 
ate. The atfongly defended enemy road block supported 
thus by automatic weapons, tank, mditar and artillery 
fire exacted Ireavy casualties on the company. 

While Company -‘C' became hca%dly^ in the 

fire fight the cemaindcr of the First Bat mUon executed 
an envelopmenr viA. th« high gtoand to the south of the 
town, in an effort to relieve the situation. In spite of 
complete darkness caused fay an eclipse of the moon the 
maneuver was successful and Spadafora w^a^s in complete 
possession of Seventh Infantry men at 0010. 1 6 August. 

Driving on in the night the First Battalion captured 
Rometta Station at 0430 and arre-sted its advance at 
that point. 

SECOND BATTALION TAKES OVER 
THE LEAD 

The Second Battalion which bad tracked from Meri 
to Spadafora passed through the First Banal ion at Rom- 
eita Station at 0600, 16 July.. Shortly after kaying 
Rometta Station the Second Battalion encountered heavy 
small arms, machine gun, mortar and artillery fire from 
an estimated company of bosiik Infaitfry, artillery and 
armored units making a determined effort |o defend the 
junction of Highways 1 1 3 and 1 35 in the BauscvOvWto 
area. The battalion moved to the south of Highway i l 3 
and pushed its advance forward sieadjiy, during tfie after- 
noon, over rough terrain and under occasionaily heavy 
fire. It cut Highway 133 two mik.4 Mwst at at 

1 700 Cannon Company,, from posifiom between Spada-. 
fora and Romecta Station, rendered effective? fire 
to the advance. 

While leading his machine gun squ^ in actiou G^^ 
poral Laverne E. Wang of Company was xaught iiv 



a heavy enemy artillety barrage, Rapidly, but cooly. he 
kd his squad out of the area, only to discover that hk 
gunner together with others had been seriously wounded. 
With disdain for the flying shell fragments and failing 
debris be voluntarily crossed two hundred yards of open 
terrain to retrieve the equipment of the fallen soldiers. 
He then kd the remainder of the squad into the attack 
In the course of the attack Sergeant Clarence W. Beaty 
of Company “G*' was leading his squad in the advance. 
A nest of machine guns believed to be three or more in 
number, at a distance of about two hundred yards to 
his fight oblique, opened fire, v.’^ounding Sergeant Beaty 
in the left shoulder. Although suffering fioni loss of 
blood he directed bis squad to envelop the position from 
the right fiank while he person ally assaulted the posifioti 
to the front, drawing the enemy fire, until hk squad 
enveloj^d the emplacement.. As a tysuR of bk orders and 
the actions of his squad the ;macltvhe g^ uesr was de- 
stroyed. Sergeant Beaty continued to command hk squad 
in the attack for about five mmut«$ antd he was forced 
to the rear tea use of hk wound 

While friendly ardikry units saturated the road June- 
tlofi and strong points in the s>pct^r of the Second Banal 
ion, a platoon of Company '‘B^^ 7S3^d Tank Battalion, 
puslied through BaUso to deyastale positions near 

Divieto destroyed a Mark IV tank, an 88mm and tw^o 
77mm field pieces as well as an enemy pillbox. It was this 
Mark IV tank had caused considerable damage 

on Highway 113. inclodmg the burning of ar. least four 
teen freight cars loaded with ammunition in tJie Rom- 
etta Station yards, Where the bursting shells from the 
flaming cars impeded traflic for several hours. 

The Third Battalion was moved to Rometta Station 
at 1430 and advanced to take over the Regimental lead, 
Passing thtough Bauso, Company *'K‘’ was detached 
and Sent southeast to Capture Serro. which was accom- 
plished at 1730, The cecruiinder of the Third Battalion 
contioDcd on to the junction of Highways 1 1 3 and 1 33. 
then moved cast on Highway 133. to pass through the 
Second Battalion and seize the heights overlooking Mes- 
sina from the, west. FoUp wing the capture of Serro, Com- 
pany rejoined the battalion by a cross country 
movement. The First followed up the Thicd 
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SUMMARY OF THE SiGiLiAN CAMPAIGN 

TIk SicHbn Campai^ Was a for the 

AlUfd forces. Thg. rapid cciriqaest of the isUcd hastened 
of Italy tq the Second \Vpr!4 War Italy's capitn 
lati^an sbortly after the tnpture of by the 

SvV^h tb I nf an try ; Folio w i n % the snccc^sfnf ampbibioos 
jandings the ground iotce<i the campaign al- 

most exclusively, as enemy aiir aedyity was almost non- 
existent and praciicaUV air superiority was 

enjoyed by the AiUes; Wlrh Itahan forces resistirjg duly 
iightiy in many places the; Gernt^ns on the island fought 
.^tubbqmv rearguard and d<^U\'ing actions, and withdrew 
as rapidly as possible, Tnlanfry played the important role 
in the pufSBit action of thc.rampiaign. Terrain and the 
limited road nets kept the artnor playing a minor pan lo 
thc“dirt Infantry*’ . Arlillery in general gave orvly limited 



Dtttmg thv^ ntghr>^ last Gerniati forces embarked 
IrOM the ikland ing a large amou nt of undee 

nmyed large body of Itiilun 

troops. In the W for small scattered 

groups of enepvy sni^^ organised rcsf%tance was. 

end ' * 

: Tiiird Barialion was com- 

the citg of 
buxJ'ihg. 
slipping Across the Atraii 
v^mporarv si^fety. Tt00|w that entered the dry cncooa- 

daylight the engineers constructed a by pass around t1>e 
la.st demolished bridge and artilieFy: faatiaUnns Were 



la.st demolished bridge and artilieFy: faatiaUnns 
setting Up their I 05 s, ready to fire into the 
the .strait to the mainland of Italy/ 



FIRST ENTRY AND CAPTURE OF MESSINA 

A patrol of Lieutenant Johnson and six 

men from Company "V^ probed ihe highway leading 
into Messma. About five hwiidred y^rds from the lop of 
a bill overlooking a Well defended road block 

was encDuntered. Enemy sprayed cb« patrol with machine 
gun and rifle grenade fire wbkh wounded the leader and 
forced the patrol to return. L,teutimant Cq.lon^^^^ 
then organized a re -in forced platoon from Company 
'L- ’ under the cDmrnand pf Second Lieu tenant Ralph J 
Yates and sent it astride the highw^^^ The 

platoon quickly overcame the m 1 sita|nce and drove into 
Messina at 2000 16 July. Sporitdk shiper fire and a few 
determined dp-or die imembers of Hermann Gpering Di- 
vision. Were quickly ervetedme- Second Lknfenanc Y ates 
and hix nien credit tor being firtf Intp 

Messina» a .5 they had the first entry info Palermo 



At 0810 . 17 August. Colonel Sherman issued orders 
for actual cajrture and occupavidn cd Messina. One hpur 
later Companies ' B'Y **F' and ‘*r’ and a comppske 
company of the First BatuUonc I '? 7 th Infantry, marcfKd 
into tbv heavily bewmbed c:Uy ; At lOOQ General Patton 
accampanjed Ckhccal TTruscott enlered the city undcc 
a .Strong motofcyck escort. Thousands of civilians re- 
turned to their homes from cave^ where they bad hidden 
for protection Ail were glad that the Germans were 
gone. By 1 3)0 hours the troops were bivouaced in lemon 
groves along Oiribaldi Avenue, and tl>e Regimental 
Command Post was established in the Messina City Hall. 
British patrols entered the city from the .south- 

During their entry and stay ih the city occupation 
iroopv Were harassed by light shelling from the Italian 
mainland. . T wu thousand prisoners were rounded up 
i n the city, an d in rhe hUls b.f i t:. 




support while the Service Forces experienced much diffi- talion. each in less than a day's time. Those rapid 

culty and were unable always to suppiV the troops advances put ilte Rc^funent in the ipost advantageous 

adequately: position to capture Palermo, or steal it rather from the 

All American and British fpircc^i engaging in the cam tankits of the Second Armored Division, driving on the 

paign contributed to its successful cpnclusion but an out- capital from the west. The capl8w:ife of Pa high' 
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Standing role was flayed by the Thi^^^ Divis.- lighted the entire campaign and brought to a close die 

ion which landed hi a siiperb tnanrict. captured Lkata first period of actual combat engaged in by the Regimpt 
and Agrigento, then crossed the island in four days and in Sicily. Results of the operations for the first period 
captured Palermo. After a brief test the Division over- were the capture of twelve thousand enemy including five 
came stubborn resistance along the north coast road by hundred Germans, one hundred fifty assorted field pieces, 
hard fighting and two behind-the-lines landings, then two hundred assorred vehicles, four ration dumps and 
ended the campaign by capturing Messina. eleven ammunition dumps of size warranting reports. 

Each team ot the Third Infantry Division played its During the second phase. I- J 7 August 1943. the Regi- 
parr in the campaign and played it well, but none sur- ment once again demonstrated its superior ability as a 
passed the work of the old and tried Seventh Infantry, fighting organizarion. Oh Hill Di M.arco, the ‘‘Million 
which accomplished every mission assigned to it by the Dollar Ridge", its roughest and costlijesl battle in Sicily 
commaoding general. For the Regiment the operations was fought and won. TTic sind aggre^ive- 

were divided into two periods. During the thirteen days mss on the part of the Battalion in advancing, at 
of fighting, and marching in the first period from 10-22 night againac stubborn enemy resistance was another 
July 1943, the “Cotton Balermen'V performed bril- highlight of the campaign. AH the diffiailties of night 
liantly. Landing on the left of the entire invasion force fighting confronted the battalion on the night of 15-16 
they encountered the most optK^smori but quickly over- August 1943 when Spadafora was captured With one 
powered the enemy. Following a reconnaissance in force company battling in a strongly defended urban area the 
toward Agrigento the “Cotton Ralers’^ captured the remaindcf of the baralion enveloped the town from the 
city in a beautiful maneuver of all battalions. Time and south across stream beds and intervening ridges defended 
again the troops demonstrated their ability to withstand by automatic weapons and mortars. The Seventh Rcgi' 
excessive physical strain and condueied tapid advances, mental Combat Team forced the: enemy to reiirvat eighty 
without the aid of normal vehicular support in many miles and captnred 5500 I talian and 180 German soldiers 
cases. The .sixty mile move the Regiui^nf made from the as prisoners of war The ach 

assembly area near Ostronovi in tbirty Regiment was the capture pf Messina. MatevifC 

seven and a half bpurS. by a combined foot shuttle- motor Cured during the last pha.se mci«ded 241? assorted vchklcs, 
march, using only organic transportation and displacing 9fi tons of ammunitian. two arsenals, guns of all ralibre. 
supporting units xs! Kquired, was an actpmpfifihmcm and numerous dumps of various kiind$. 
which included the foot marches of thkty-:tWO miles by During the entire campaign the “Cotton Balers" dis- 
the Third Battalion and thirty miles by the First Bar.-^ played xnagnificent fighting sy^dr. and 
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CAtABdA ibe td&t KOMt bastion whidb ba4 held up the advance 
the Bntisb l^i^hjb Army^ jfeU e»riy in August The, Ciefinaos 
and Italia nfc vfctt alceady ■vritbdnirwing Sirait of 

•Mcssiaa andtr bwvy lij bojnbardtnen*: And XCrttinued ipresaufc 
by out latottfld jfoKesi On J 6 Aug nst patj»U of ons 3d Di vision 
fntrttd M««»a from the *fest simulwioeouaiy » ifb British nniti 
(torn ti}i^ sonthean and ibf next day ot^timd tTsisiance cea&ed. 

In 39 days tbr Sidlian campaign bad ended. Thyongh use of a 
heavy concemrarion of aniiaiicxaft guns the Csermass managed 
to extricate tboQsands of tbcir fitst'^UW and airborne 

troops as vpell as a cansidirable ainounr of Ughi i«|«ip'm*nt over 
the Strait of Messina to ibe mainlaoti Neyertlielr«. for the Axis 
the los* of Sicily wai a rBa jtVj:: miliiairy diaasrer. Their casnalttea 
totaled 1 67.000 of which 37.000 «eit Germans, Our casual' 
ties mealed 3 l.l 58 killed, vrounded, and missing 

On 18 August, Company 753rd Tank Battal- 
ion and the First BattaJian, 1 57tla Infantry were released 
from attachment to the SeveiRtjh Infantry and returned to 
their parent organisations. B^oth^ u had contributed 
materially to the successful opeMions of the Regiment 
against Messina. 

was a total of 645 battle casualties; 149 killed in action, On 1 9 and 20 August, the Seventh Infantry conducted 
6 missing in action, 336 seriously wounded and 144 patrols on th? toad nets and hills west of Messina, and in 

lightly younded in action. Number of enenty killed and the city itself, and located much salvage materiel. A small 

wounded is unknown but is believed to be heavy. . huraber of dead were coUected. Vehicles in running order 

In a biennial report as Chief of Staff of the United or enable of towing, were assembled at collecting points 

States Army. General of the Army Ccargc C. Marsb.ll I. in Messina and Divieto. 



stajiuna. It required a superb “esprit de corps” and great 



CefmxD 2nd lutiAA pfi:so<iifrM <vf . wAr Are &hawe urar Messina after they were captured by the 7th U.. S, Infancry, 



desefibed bow the fall of I tail y in W War U was Until relieved on 19 August, the three rifle .:ompanics 
hremght about and summed up the 'B'*. “F“ and “F' had a very enjoyahle time combining 
To inforni the wader of the accomphs3>ments of the first their occupation duties with social activities. Enemy 
two days of the campaign by the Alb and give total artillery from tlie mainland of Italy she tied the city 
casualty figures for both the AMied and Ati's forces, bur methodkally inflicting no casualties on the battlc-wkc 
also to s^how that the entry into Mc$sina cOUsidtred troops however, though the medical units were kept busy 
by higher headquarters to be a ‘'simulUneoUs ' entry by patching up some of the civiJians> The three rifle com* 
Third infantry Division patrols and Bhiish unit^. thi: 

TCpori i? here quoted in part. As already 
Se*<^^uth Infantry claims first entry inre Messina. 

la the hwttwo dayx jyf ibe {n? 2 »on m»3cr \htn BO.QOp jpnm. 

7,000 lOO >atik^ Urtdtci; ccveFial stnaU 

parrA.>ud beta pUoid in cpecalion : at JeAit 
<«ptarfd.iiivd wfbj; Wing ; . . . - 

By 1 6 4 ttty tht bactfe If ns . frum a jpoitii lust wuib «f 

C^hnia f>a tfae PoiOd EmtK’doCb? bn thir 

. ^aaner pi tb WiU in out Hantis. By 71‘ .tuVy, 

forces m a rapid thrust acrosi the vifltern end of Ib^ 
islrnd the key peuT bf Palermo^ Fanhet «asi iTObps 

lor/.ed ittesdily abeid through ragged laocntaiaK rtt«bbpraly Je- 
reudfid by the enexrty . By the end Af July ouly the noitji>ca»t)enj 
ictfrnex »3f the isUftd mnaiaed lo 
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eral patfori. Officers’ scbooU were conducted three rimes 
weekly and the commanding officer of the 10th Field 
Arrillery Batralion directed a school for forward observe 
ers. Cannon and Anti-Tank Companies held gun drill 
for crew served weapons while rotation instruction was 
given in other Infantry weapons. 

While the Seventh Infantry was engaged tn guarding 
and salvage duties in western Sicily, leal y had signed an 
armisike with the United Nations on 3 September 3. 
The terms of unconditional surrender acot|ifvd by the 
Italian government were announced on 8 September by 
General Dwight D, Bisenbower. When news of the 
UalUn surrender reached Third Division 
the Seyenib Infantry was placed on two-feouir alert and 
then dispatched to guard several air ports in the vkinicy 
of. Trapant- It was thought that major units of the 
force might dy in to surrender and if was 
desired that the airports be heavily guarded^ 



On 20 August ocher elements of the Seventh Infantry 



moved from positions on the ridges west of Messina to 
a biyonac area adjacent to Highway 1 13 in the vicinity 
of Bausp pivieta where they remained for a few- 

Movement by motor convoy^ involving reinforced 
ttahsportaiiGh, was initiated from an initial point in 
Spada fora early cfi the morning ol 23 August. The 
eonvoy moved west on Highway 113 through BarceW 



lona^ Palermi>, Partinico and Galatafimi to a new bivouac 
area in the vicinity of Paceco. The two hundred forty 
mile move was completed in the afternoon of 24 August. 



TRAINING IN PACECO AREA 



The Paccco bivouac area was located in olive $rom 
a few miles inland from the port of Trapani The rail- 



Menitia war ponoUed in her final days. An Axis vessel sunk by ihe Allies in the atrial 
hntnbacdiiunt Ibat pteceded the capture of the city lies alongside the bomb-shsftcied dbcki 



road yards in the village of Paceco w’«re filled with In the afternoon of 8 September the Regiment moved 
wrecked equipment and twisted railSv Elsewhere demol-- to the vicinity of Castelvetrano. The First and Second 
ished buildings and bombinratm gave mute testimony to Baccaltonr established defensive lines north and wett of 
the battles fought and wbn by Casidveirano ^nd Thi^^ guarded the Max- 

Inspections of all individual and organizatmnal e^uip- ara airfield, Anti-Tank and Cannon Companies patrolled 
men l were held And f prhgcam of tfUi initiated, the roads somh and cast cif the towm The First Battalion 

Baitiilions condiict^ momired and pattob also conducted parrolA pn Highways 115 and 1 1 9 to the 

with emphasis on informa coast from CampoMlp and north on Highway 119 to 

of paCfoHing. CoThmurikAtip^^ ^*tsdnni^l conducted San Ninfa. A Phre^on o R^onn:ti,^ance 

command pt>sr ptofelems. were Troop Was attached to the Infantry ^nd also 

stre^d. in the bivouac; condutred patroh: > 

of dies sVete insfituced xp pm^ent the of djsea^. PaciDoliing acfivicks continued with ito umisua! hap* 

Church svN^ykes and pening$ until Sfptvmfecr 1 1 Whim the 

area and for/tlu fihft rimv in Were issued m First BaftaliDn. renurngd The 

the troops to. visit neighboring afternoon 'First/Batvalion remainjfJ in the vlciniry of Casrtelvttfano 

of 29 Attgust all units made art eight- mile march at conducting patrols and salvage duty until relieved on 

four miles per hour to the beach for swimming. The next 1 4 September. On 15 SeptcmhtT Ihe Seventh Infantry 

day. tn the morning, all officers and non-commissioned closed out of the Paceco bivouac area and moved to a 
officers from SCI geants up attended a talk given by Gen- staging area in tlie vicinity of Palermo. ' 
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Two Allied soldien look over tbe city and haibor of Messina. Sicily, to the mainland of Italy. 
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PART THREE 



The Campaign 



of Southern Italy 



CHAPTER I 

From Palermo Sicily to Centurano, Italy 

(19 September to 12 October 1943) 



Following the conquest of Sicily, American and Brit- 
ish armies lost no time in pursuing the German forces. 
On 3 September 19.43, the British Eighth Army crossed 
the Strait of Messina to the Italian mainland and drove 
up the Calabrian peninsula. 9 September saw new land- 
ings with the American Fifth Army invading the conti- 
nent of Europe at Salerno and Paestum. On the same 
day the British First Airborne Division invaded at Tar- 
anto in the heel of Italy. ^ 

In the Salerno landing the British Tenth Corps, in- 
cluding three American Ranger Battalions, landed on 
the left, and the American Sixth Corps, with the 36th 
Infantry Division making the assault, landed on the right 
on the Paestum beaches. The river Sele was the boundary 
between the two Allied corps.- 

The 36th Infantry Division encountered considerable 
German resistance and was subjected to German tank 
attacks shortly after the landing but succeeded in its first 
assignment of the war by taking initial objectives. The 
45th Infantry Division followed up the 36th and on 
the second and third days the beach-head was expanded 
against stiff opposition. The 82nd Airborne Division 
and the British 7th Armoured Division also took up 
positions. 

German reinforcements gathered in the mountains to 
the east of the beach-head and during the period 12-14 
September launched savage counter-attacks. Attempting 
to drive the American Fifth Army into the sea before 
the British Eighth Army could come up from the south, 
the Germans attacked fiercely. The situation was critical 
for the Allies and people on the home fronts of Britain 
and America watched the proceedings with great anxiety. 
The Sixth American Corps was on the defensive.® 

On 13 September 1943, the Third Infantry Division 
received word from 15th Army Group that it was to be 
moved to the Salerno beach-head as soon as possible. 
General Truscott took a small staff to Salerno and prepa- 
rations were begun for movement of the “Rock of the 
Marne" Division to the battle areas once more. The 30th 
Infantry was the first Third Division regiment to sail 
from Palermo for Italy. The Seventh Infantry departed 
from Palermo harbor by nine LCIs and three LSTs, at 
1 400, 1 9 September, and landed without incident around 
noontime the next day. The LSTs unloaded in the 
vicinity of the Sele River and the LCIs debarked person- 
nel opposite Battipaglia where, at 2100, the Regiment 
was assembled. 



By the time the Third Infantry Division arrived in 
Italy the Salerno beach-head was secure and contact had 
been established with the British Eighth Army by 
patrols. However it was planned for the Third Division 
to be committed immediately and to drive inland to the 
east and north. As the enemy withdrew to his mountain 
defenses the 30th Infantry led the Division advance, en- 
gaging only in minor skirmishes until Acerno was reached 
where an attack was launched at 0800, 22 September. 

The Seventh Infantry moved to a forward assembly 
area in the vicinity of Martino during the night of 21-22 
September 1943. The Third Battalion moved forward 
and occupied the high ground north of Montecorvino and 
sent a platoon to the blown-out bridge west of the town. 
Patrols from the Third Battalion contacted the 30th 
Infantry on the east and patrols from the Second and 
Third Battalions contacted the British force on the west. 

FIRST BATTALION IS COMMITTED 
22 September 1943 

On 22 September 1943 the First Battalion under Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Frank M. Izenour was committed on the 
left of the 30th Infantry, then engaged at Acerno, and 
the Seventh Infantry was actively entered in the Naples- 
Foggia Campaign. One mounted cavalry platoon and 
one pack platoon were attached to the Regiment and in 
turn attached to the First Battalion. At 1655 Captain 
Baker commanding the Provisional Remount Troop re- 
ported to the Command Post and told Colonel Sherman 
that the forty mule pack train would be ready in approxi- 
mately one hour. 

The First Battalion moved north by over-land route 
on foot, at 1815, and was followed by the Remount 
Pack Train. At 1250, 23 September, the First Battalion 
had not made contact with the enemy and was advanc- 
ing over difficult terrain. The mules were unable to take 
all the battalion's ammunition and part of the loads had 
to be dumped on the hills. At 1850 the battalion seized 
its objective and assisted the 30th Infantry in the capture 
of the village Le Croci Di Acerno. During the night of 



1 “Salerno, American Operations From the Beaches to the Vol- 
turno,” Military Intelligence Division, War Dept., Wash.. D. C.. 
26 Aug. 1 944, pp. 1 -2. 

“ Ibid., pp 7-8. 

3 Ibid.,pp 17-74. 
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23-24 September the remainder of the Regiment moved 
from the vicinity of Martino to an assembly area north 
of Acerno. 




SEVENTH INFANTRY ATTACKS 
TO THE NORTH 

At 0230, 24 September 1943 the Third Battalion 
advanced along the unimproved road leading north from 
Acerno and was followed by the Second Battalion. The 
Third Battalion passed through the 30th Infantry at 
0600 and resumed the Division advance on the Acerno- 
Montella axis. Small arms fire was received from the left 
flank as the battalion advanced. Seven bridges were found 
blown which delayed the advance. Artillery began to 
fall on the battalion. The unimproved road followed the 
Galore River north in a deep valley between high moun- 
tains, which were occupied by numerous enemy snipers 
and delaying forces. Company “I" left the road to the 
right and advanced toward Mount Sovero as a platoon of 
Company "K” under First Lieutenant Donald G. Tag- 
gart advanced on the left of the road up the deep valley 
and the remainder of the company followed. At 1815 
Company “I" had cleared Mt. Sovero but Company 
'"K" was held up by three enemy machine gun nests and 
a motorized machine gun in the mountain to the left of 
the valley. 

While the Second Battalion was moving forward 
behind the Third Battalion and along the highway, it 
came under a withering enemy artillery and mortar bom- 
bardment which halted its advance. The troops suffered 
casualties and the forward and rear elements became sepa- 
rated. Colonel Sherman, who was marching with the 
Second Battalion. Sergeant Andrew A. Michak of Com- 



pany “E”, First Sergeant John L. Butcher of Third 
Battalion Headquarters Company, Staff Sergeant John 
Thomas, Technician Fourth Grade Glen E. Converse 
and Technician Fifth Grade Anthony C. Pontarelli, all 
of the Medical Detachment, performed distinguished 
and gallant service during the bombardment by rendering 
assistance to the wounded personnel, and helping in the 
work of reorganization.** 

The Second Battalion cut inland along a trail and 
followed the stream F Di Acera. When the enemy with 
tanks and reconnaissance cars counter-attacked Company 
“F" positions on a hill, Staff-Sergeant Everett L. Dean 
advanced and fired rocket grenades at the enemy vehicles, 
disabling one reconnaissance car and killing two enemy. 
Although subjected to heavy enemy fire, he continued 
firing and caused the enemy to abandon one medium 
tank and made the rest of the attackers disperse.® A patrol 
of the Second Battalion entered Bagnoli during the night 
and received small arms fire. It reported back at 0400. 
The Germans withdrew from the town and blew the 
first bridge north as they departed. 

The next day the battalions conducted aggressive 
patrols as the Second Battalion received shelling from 
long range enemy artillery. Fontana and Piazza were 
penetrated and the Third Battalion reported five different 
bridges blown in its area. A Third Battalion patrol cap- 
tured a castle in its zone after a sharp engagement and 
secured an enemy motorcycle, armored car and jeep in 
good condition. The Third Battalion Observation Post 
was set up in the castle. Company “K" drove an enemy 
platoon off the mountain on the left of the valley. 

The First Battalion, 30th Infantry, was attached to 
the Regiment during the day and given the mission of 
protecting the right and rear of the Regiment. At 1745 
the battalions were ordered to send out reinforced pla- 
toons to seize objectives and patrol to the north. The 
First Battalion was ordered to send out three such forces 
to seize Hills 1257, 1 123, and 1213. The Second Bat- 
talion temporarily commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 
Theodore F. Bogart, was ordered to capture Hill 606. 
The Third Battalion was directed to seize Cassano. Two 
mounted platoons were attached to the Second Battalion 
for patrolling purposes. 

The First Battalion reached Hill 375 and found the 
bodies of several dead Americans, members of an ill- 
fated reconnaissance platoon which had been ambushed. 
A patrol from the Third Battalion entered Piazza and 
was later shelled by the enemy. A Company '‘K" patrol 
contacted Company “A" and met no enemy. 

On 26 September the Seventh Infantry supported by 
Division Artillery continued its vigorous patrolling ac- 
tivities. The three battalions each sent a patrol into 
Piazza. One First Battalion patrol contacted six Ameri- 
can paratroopers between San Lcucia and Avellino and 
encountered one German patrol. One patrol went to the 
high ground east of Volturara and the Third Platoon of 
Company “C", which went to Hill 1213, engaged a 
platoon of Germans in a fight with small arms, machine 
guns and mortars which lasted all day. 

Private First Class Harold Conway, company runner, 
requested permission to try to contact the platoon on 
Hill 1213. Permission was granted by First Lieutenant 
Irving R. Wyeth, commanding Company "C". Private 



^ GO No. 8, HQ, U. S. 5th Army. 17 Jan. '-14 and GOs No. 85. 
88. 102 and 175, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 15 and 23 Nov. and 17 
Dec. '43 and 8 Aug. '44. Col. Sherman was awarded the Dis- 
tinguished Service Cross. 1 Sgt. Butcher, S/Sgt. Thomas, Sgt. 
Michak. T/4 Conerse and T/5 Pontarelli were each awarded the 
Silver Star Medal. 

® GO No. 246, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 28 Oct. '44. S/Sgt. Dean was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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Firsr Class Conway crawled thirty-five yards through of water ceased to be a problem for' from that time on 
machine gun and die fire that was feectcd on him from rain fell almost continuously, day and night, causing 
an enemy position aboui two hundred yards distam. He much misery among the lightly clad fpot troops, many 
made two round trips during the next two hours, and of whom had discarded their packs during the hot dry 
then laicr. of hi^ own volition, look a very important period. 

message throiigb. but on the return trip was listed as Early on 27 September the First Battalion reported 
missmg in acijon , ^ immeasurably Hil} Jin taken as the Third Battalion reinforced pla- 

lo success of fhe epmpany^^ mission.^ toon approached against no opposition, Vigorouspatrol- 

Dufing the atternobn the First Batiauon sent out three concinued, as on preceding days, toward Monte- 

toute teconnaiswnes patrols, one lo the west along grid ,. 13,300 and along the routes to Volturara. The First 
Ime fifty to Hill 1 40? and beyond, two others to the Battalion patrols encountered light enemy resistance, 
north where they bfaatbfd off with one going to^tbe Late in the afternoon the battalions began wheeling to 
ngbt and the other to the left of Mt. Costa. Second Bat- , 1,0 nofCbwest, The First Battalion was ordered to move 
cahon patrols reported Bagnoli dear at 0700: went three ,o Hill 1272 and patrol to Volturara and Momemarano 
a ha f miles beyond Nusco and occupied Hill 606. while the Third Battalion was to move to Hill 1213. 
Tte Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon penetrated The Second Battalion was to leave Cotnpany 'T * in 
toNusco and refuroed by miclnigbt. BagnoU and one platoon at the river crossing, and then 

The Third and Second Battalions were ordered to move to the old Third Battalion positions near Cassano, 
move and the Third corn in^^nced advancing to the north The Third and Second Battalions began executing theh 
at 1503. passing through the villages of Monrdia, and movements at 1800 and closed into their new positions 
occupied Hill 591. near Cassano frpmo at 2)40. No at about 2400. The First Battalion jumped off at 2035, 
resistance was encountered along the way. The Second and dosed on to its objective at 0400. . 

Bsttalitm starKd moviftg^At 1 630 to concealed positions At 2 1 10, 27 September, the Division Commander, 
ea.st of Bagnolr At 2205 the battalion was in Bagoolt General Truscott. called the Regimental Command Post 

and ordered Colonel Sherman to prepare to move the 
First Battalion on Volturara, the Third Battalion to 
Mount La Foresta and the Second Battalion to follow 
in the center. The next morning General Truscott visited 
the Command Post. Receiving the report that the battal- 
ions were ready he set the time erf H-hour at 1200. The 
lOtb. 39th and 9ch Field Artillery Battalions took up 
positions and registered during the morning, and sup- 
poited the advance of the baiuHons, which started at 
the arranged time. 

The advance on 28 and 29 September was ovjpr the 
most rugged mountains yet encountered. Scattered pock- 
ets of resistance were located and eliminated. A number 
of enemy soldiers who hiad secured civilian clothes^^ 
tempted cb infiltrate the iin^ with the many 

refuge's sooth thrbugh^^ 

and booby traps oused w 

aggravated by the difiiculty of evacuatioB. 

The weather and ddficult tetram combing 
the advance of the Third Battalion but at 1 500 that unit 
approached Mount La Foresta. At j 540 new orders from 
Division directed the First Battalioii to continue on after 
capturing Volturara and .seize San Stefano, and for the 
Third Battalton to proceed to Hill 922 north of High- 
w'^ay 7 \ The First Battalion encountered mines outside of 
Volturara and captured the town at 1725 only after a 
determined fight in which foot troops wtWe supported 
by a pack howitzer company of the 10th Field Artilldry 
Battalion, whose 75mm weapons aided in kneteking out 
strong points. Many dvilians were injured when it bc^ 
came necessary to shell the church in whkb they had 
taken cover. The enemy was n,si ng the steeple for an 
observation post. Forward el of the First feartajipn 
drove on for San Stefano, 

The Second Battalion after hard going. over the rotigb 
terrain was one and a half miles of Volturara at 

and received intermittent .artillerv fire. Strong owtposts were stW into town to contact. the Htst 

were established on Hills 305. 601 and 752. During Battalion. Company ‘ F moved up to join ^ 
the night the Third Baitah^xn was ordered to send, ait Forward ctemenis of the First Battalmn emmd San 
daylight, a reinforeed: platpi>n to Hilt 1 213 to assist the Stefano at 0130, 29 September, and reported the town 
First Battalion platdun engaged in the fight there- The clear, At 0700^sorne of the battalion 
First Battalion JOth infantry, from Sev- slopes east of the rown but the bulk p| the 

enth Infanfrv control during the day. wa& scattered: jro.mVpltutaratp^ 

During heavy rain - twenryTour 

preceded by. 'an,£ledriVai Si\«^rni qf abtcnmdmg 

washed out many of bridges that bad been Na. -lUi 2 a Per. u - pt>, c>>nw.iy 

hastily constructed by engineer battalions The supply pie SJhiiT ySUf 

■ 4f 

Co gle 





hours. Many had straggled behind during the advance 
over the rugged terrain. During the morning the First 
Battalion outposted San Stefano with one reinforced 
platoon and concealed the rest of the troops in a bivouac 
area east of the town. Patrols were sent to Potito, Atri- 
paldi and Cesmali. During its advance the First Battalion 
contacted twenty paratroopers of the 509th Parachute 
Battalion forces which had been dropped behind enemy 
lines nearly two weeks previous. They told how the 
Germans had been withdrawing methodically to the 
north bank of the Volturno River. The First Battalion 
had sustained only two casualties during its advance but 
the troops were greatly fatigued by their march over the 
mountainous terrain. 

The Third Battalion also experienced a most difficult 
time with the terrain but succeeded in crossing Highway 
7, seized Hill 922 and advanced to the west toward Salza. 
In addition to the difficult terrain the Blue Battalion" en- 



thc 15th Infantry. Defensive positions around Avellino 
were secured as the enemy commenced shelling the troops 
with artillery. 

THIRD BATTALION PROTECTS DIVISION 
RIGHT FLANK TO MONTESARCHIO 

On 1 October 1943 the battalions were engaged only 
in patrolling action and the Regimental Command Post 
moved to Atripaldi. The First Battalion sent a patrol 
to Montefredan and found the town occupied by fifty 
to seventy-five Germans. The Second Battalion patrolled 
Highway 7 to the west and found booby traps along 
the way. Reports were received of an estimated German 
squad withdrawing to the west, killing all animals as 
it went. A White Battalion patrol moved to Ospedalclto 
without enemy contact. Blue Battalion patrols reported 




countered heavy enemy machine gun, mortar and artillery 
fire. The battalion was held up by the enemy fire in the 
morning of 29 September north of Highway 7. Enemy 
armored cars on the highway, which makes several sharp 
bends, fired on the Blue Battalion troops. Company 
“L” maneuvered and at 1435 was on the high ground 
north of Salza breaking the enemy resistance. Third 
Battalion troops controlled Salza at 1545 and pushed on 
for Parolise which was seized by nightfall. 

The Second Battalion which had trailed the First Bat- 
talion to San Stefano passed through the Red Battalion 
and moved north, seizing Sorbo, then moved west along 
the left of Highway 7. On 30 September the Second 
Battalion on the left of Highway 7 and the Third Bat- 
talion on the right advanced toward Avellino. Potito 
was overrun and at 0415 the battalions were closing in 
on Atripaldi. At 0800 the Third Battalion was ordered 
to swing north and seize the high ground north of 
Avellino. At 0900 the Blue Battalion left Atripaldi and 
the White Battalion, followed by the First, pushed down 
Highway 7 and into Avellino. the Third Division objec- 
tive, at 1021 against no opposition. The Germans had 
withdrawn in the night. The First Battalion then sent a 
reinforced platoon north to seize Candida and a patrol 
to Manocalzati. Another patrol went south and contacted 



three bridges blown and found a castle which was heavily 
booby trapped. 

The 30th Infantry continued the advance to the 
northwest through the Campanian Apennines at day- 
light 2 October, a comparatively easy task as the enemy 
was falling back rapidly to the natural barrier offered by 
the Volturno River. 

The Third Battalion was recommitted 2 October to 
protect the Division’s right and advance between the 
34th Infantry Division on the right and the 30th In- 
fantry on the left. The battalion advanced through 
Grottolella and toward Altavilla. As the 30th Infantry 
shelled the Blue Battalion’s original objective the troops 
held up on Monte Toro. Messages were sent to the 30th 
Infantry reminding them of the Third Battalion’s plans 
and directing them to cease firing on the objective. Early 
3 October the Third Battalion occupied Altavilla then 



The First Battalion was called the Red ’ Battalion, the Second 
Battalion the "White’' Battalion and the Third Battalion the 
‘Blue" Battalion. Later in the history the 7th Infantry com- 
panies arc also referred to sometimes by their code names, i. e.. 
Company "A” as "Able " Company. Company "B" as "Baker " 
Company, Company "C” as "Charlie" Company, ctc 
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swung west to Roccabasccrana. Contact was maintained 
with the adjacent units. Several blown bridges were 
encountered and small skirmishes occurred. Monte Col- 
onna was occupied at 1730. The Third Battalion had 
been constantly on the move since the night of 1 October 
and movement was continued in the night of 3-4 Oc- 
tober 1943. A torrential storm raged during the night 
and made movement across country all the more difficult. 
At dawn 4 October first contact with enemy in sizeable 
numbers was established. At the base of the mountains 
east of Montesarchio casualties were sustained by the 
Third Battalion caused by fire from enemy tanks and 
flakwagons. Enemy troops occupied Montesarchio and 
were supported by three tanks and two flakwagons. The 
Third Battalion succeeded in occupying its objective 
northeast of Montesarchio. As the 30th Infantry ap- 
proached, and Third Battalion, Seventh Infantry patrols 
entered Montesarchio. the enemy withdrew. The only 
escape route for the enemy was taken under artillery fire 
directed by the Seventh Infantry Third Battalion. The 
enemy was compelled to abandon two tanks. The 30th 
Infantry then occupied Montesarchio. 



Late in the day of 4 October the Third Battalion 
moved into Montesarchio and relieved the 30th Infantry. 
The next day the remainder of the Regiment moved by 
reinforced transportation from Atripaldi to the vicinity 
of Montesarchio where at 1500 the dispersed truck col- 
umn was bombed and strafed by a group of enemy planes 
which caused several casualties and destroyed two trucks. 
During the night of 5-6 October the Regiment moved to 
a concealed assembly area in the vicinity of Centurano 
just east of Caserta. Tents were again pitched with the 
Regiment greatly dispersed and each man digging-in for 
individual protection. Kitchen and baggage trains joined 
the Regiment. Though it still rained steadily the soldiers 
now had their pup tents and blankets. Clean uniforms, 
field jackets and raincoats made the wet weather more 
tolerable. New men joined the companies to replace those 
lost in action up from Montecorvino. 

During the period 6-12 October reconnaissance for 
crossing the Volturno River was carried out by the Regi- 
ment as other troops of the American VI Corps and 
British X Corps got into position to commence the second 
phase of the first Italian campaign. 




CHAPTER II 

The Crossing of the Volturno 



From 3 September to 6 October 1943 the British 
Eighth and American Fifth Armies had seized the heel 
and toe of the Italian boot and advanced up the ankle to 
a line “across the peninsula running south from Torre 
Petacciato on the Adriatic Sea for some sixty-five miles, 
then west to a point on the Tyrrhenian Sea just south of 
the Volturno. Along this line of rivers and mountains 
the Germans clearly intended to make a stubborn stand, 
hoping to delay, perhaps to stop, the northward ad- 
vance.® 

Prior to 6 October 1943 the American Fifth Army 
under the command of Lieutenant General Mark W. 
Clark had been instructed “to cross the Volturno River 
and drive the enemy some thirty miles northward into 
the mountains which extend from Sessa Aurunca. near 
the Tyrrhenian Coast, through Venafro to Isernia. the 
point of junction with the British Eighth Army.“® “In 
reaching the Volturno. the American VI Corps had made 



its way through difficult terrain. The main advance had 
been made by the 3rd Infantry Division, which had 
advanced along the axis Cancello-Maddaloni and was in 
the mountains above Caserta."^® 

Following the successful establishment of the Salerno 
beach-head by the American Fifth Army, troops of Field 
Marshal Albert Kesselring’s German Tenth Army con- 
sisting of the 3rd and 15th Panzer Grenadier Divisions, 
the Herman Goering Division and elements of the 26th 
Panzer Division had fought delaying actions in terrain 
and weather which gave them many advantages though 
they were outnumbered by the Allies. 



^ 'From the Volturno to the Winter Line”, Military Intelligence 
Div.. U. S. War Dept.. Wash.. D. C., 11 Dec. '44, pp. 1-2. 

® Ibid., pp 2-5. 

‘Road to Rome”. HQ. U. S. 5th Army, p 1 1. 



49 



Digitized by 



Google 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 






On 7 October Lieutenant General Mark W. Clark 
issued his orders for the attack on the Volturno. The 
American VI Corps, with three of the finest battle tested 
Divisions in the United States Army, the 3rd, 34th 
and 45th Infantry Divisions, was instructed to force a 
crossing of the river on the night of 9-10 October 1943 
in the vicinity of the Triflisco Gap and drive along the 
ridge line running northwest from Triflisco, in the direc- 
tion of Teano. The British 10th Corps was to attack 
the next night. Major General John P. Lucas of the VI 
Corps planned to assault with the 3rd and 34th Infantry 
Divisions. 




On the afternoon of 8 October 1843 Major General 
Lucian K. Truscott, Jr., commanding the Third Infantry 
Division, held a meeting of his regimental commanders 
and outlined his plan of attack for the division forces. 
He selected the Seventh Infantry to make the main effort 
for the division and to be accompanied in the attack by 
the 15th Infantry. Careful studies of the obstacles 
presented by the river and the enemy, and of the terrain, 
were made by the commander. His appreciation of the 
situation and his plans for the attack have been described 
in a study prepared by the Military Intelligence Division 
of the War Department as follows: 

The critical terrain feature in the Third Division zone was 
the ridge line running northwest from Triflisco. The ridge is 
actually an extension of Mount Tifata broken by the narrow 
gap formed by the Volturno River in forcing its way through 
the mountains to the coastal plain. The gap is so narrow that 
troops of the First Battalion, 15th Infantry, dug-in on the 
northern slopes of Mount Tifata, were exchanging small-arms 
fire with enemy troops hidden in the stone quarries and olive 
orchards on the north side of the gap. As long as the enemy 
held the ridge line, he would be in position to dominate the 
valley lying to the east and to command the best site for a bridge 
in the Third Division zone. Highway 87, running northwest 
from Caserta along the east and north sides of Mount Tifata. 
crosses the river within the Triflisco Gap and then cuts east 
across the valley toward Caiazzo. The natural site for the 



engineers to build a bridge for heavy vehicles was somewhere 
within the gap where the road parallels the river on both sides. 

Of almost equal importance with the Triflisco ridge was the 
hill mass to the east. Mount Majulo and Mount Caruso. It 
overlooks the Volturno Valley stretching two miles south of the 
river and dominates the narrow valley leading northwest along 
the Third Division's axis of advance. Just north of the river 
on the Division’s right flank are two smaller hills. Mount 
Monticcllo and Mount Mesarinolo. Rising from the level valley 
like solitary outposts, they serve to guard the approach to the 
Mount Caruso hill mass. Air photographs indicated that these 
two hills, as well as the nose of the ridge at Triflisco, were 
strongly defended by the enemy. Almost surrounded by the 
hills, the fertile valley of the lower Volturno, through which the 
river follows its winding course, presents a peaceful scene of 
cultivated fields and pink or blue farmhouses. It is a beautiful 
valley, but for the soldier trying to work his way forward 
under the fire of enemy machine guns and mortars there was 
only an occasional stone wall, sunken road, or stream bed to 
offer protection. A rapid advance into the hills overlooking the 
valley was therefore essential to the success of the Third Division 
attack. 

Aware that the enemy would be well prepared for any 
attack made across the Triflisco Gap, General Truscott planned 
to fake an attack on the left flank while making his main effort 
across the valley in the center. To effect this deception, the First 
Batulion, 13th Infantry, and the heavy weapons companies of 
the 30th Infantry were to concentrate all their available fire 
power on the enemy defenses across the gap. The demonstration 
was to start at midnight, two hours l^fore the main assault, 
and continue for the remainder of the night. If the enemy 
showed any sign of witdhrawing. the Second Battalion, 30th 
Infantry, was to cross the river, but. until such time as the 
enemy could be cleared from the ridge line, it was to be kept 
blanketed with smoke. While the enemy was being diverted 
by the demonstration on the left, the big push was to be made 
in the center by the Seventh Infantry, under the command of 
Colonel Harry B. Sherman, crossing the river at 0200 and 
attacking through the valley with Mount Majulo as its first 
objective. Company "A” of the 751st Tank Battalion and 
Company "C”. 601st Tank Destroyer Battalion, were to 
cross the river at daylight to support the Seventh Infantry 
attack. Sufficient materials were available to waterproof the 
tanks and tank destroyers of these two companies, and it was 
expected that they would be able to ford the river. On the 
division right flank, the 15th Infantry (less the First Batulion), 
under the temporary command of Brigadier General William 
W. Eagles, was to attack north from Mount Castellone. Its 
first objectives were the German strongpoints on Mount Monti- 
cello and Mount Mesarinolo. Once these hills were taken, the 
Regiment was to capture the high ground above the village of 
Piana di Caiazzo, secure the division right flank, and move west 
behind the Seventh Infantry. 

TTie key to the strategy of the Third Division attack was 
surprise. Only the 15th Infantry had units along the front 
chosen for the division attack. The Seventh Infantry had been 
kept in its concealed bivouac area east of Caserta. and the 30th 
Infantry had been in contact with the enemy only in the area 
now assigned to the 34th Division, The strength of the 
artillery, which was to fire a massed concentration for an hour 
before the Infantry jumped off. was also unknown to the 
enemy. Instructions were issued on 9 October that the artillery 
was to fire each morning for an hour but that not more than 
half of the guns were to be used. Every effort was being made 
to keep the enemy from knowing where the blow would fall 
and the amount of punch behind the blow. Once the attack was 
started, however, there was to be no pause. As General Truscott 
expressed it to his officers. ‘'This is undoubtedly going to be 
our first real battle — we must have the men imbued with the 
idea that they have to get to their objective and they won’t 
stop.”*! 

The 30th Infantry Regiment. 34th Infantry Division 
which had been in VI Corps reserve, and the British 
10th Corps needed more time than what was allotted 
them to effect reliefs and shift troops for the attack. 
Difficulties of rain, mud and poor roads slowed the work 
considerably. Therefore General Clark postponed the 
attack to the night of 12-13 October. 

The Seventh Infantry took advantage of the delay 
and continued reconnaissance of the river and terrain. Air 
photos were valuable in making the studies but invalu- 
able information was secured by the reconnaissance 

"From the Volturno to the Winter Line”, pp 13-16. 
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patrols which operated nightly. Each night the Regi- 
mental Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon and re- 
connaissance groups from each of the battalions recon - 
noitered for possible routes and crossing sites. Not all 
patrols were successful. The night of 8-9 October both 
First and Second Battalion patrols were fired on by 
enemy machine guns and mortars. The Second Battalion 
patrol succeeded in crossing the river and returning. The 
Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon and the battal- 
ions established observation posts. The First Battalion 
O-P was fired on by enemy artillery on the 10th and 
two men were killed and two more wounded. 

Patrols were unsuccessful in their attempts to cross the 
river the night of the 10th and 11th. Blue Battalion 
patrols attempted at three different places and failed each 
time, encountering enemy machine gun fire and one large 
enemy patrol, which had crossed to our side of the river. 
The enemy patrol fired machine pistols and flares at the 
Third Battalion patrol. A Second Battalion patrol 



reached the river but did not cross when enemy fired 
on it with pistols and grenades. Red Battalion patrols 
encountered no enemy that night but failed to cross. 
American artillery caused one casualty among our troops. 

The following night both Red and White Battalion 
patrols completed crossing missions assigned to them, 
finding the current swift, water chest deep, and steep 
firm banks with brush on the far side. A patrol from 
the Second Battalion which went out that night may 
be described as typical of the many others which probed 
the river for crossing points. 

After reaching the river a short distance up stream from the 
hairpin -shaped loop in the center of the Division zone, the men 
waded out into the dark, swirling stream. Although the water 
was not over chest deep, the current was very swift, and the 
men found it impossible to get rope across. The bank on the 
south side was sloping. The bank on the north side was ten 
feet high, straight up. and lined with bushes and trees. Moving 
downstream to the bend in the river just below the hairpin 
loop, the patrol again waded out into the river. Before the 




HAIRPIN LOOP 



SCAFA Dl CAIAZZO 



M. CASTELLONE 



The Hairpin Loop, Volcurno River. Italy. 
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men were across, enemy troops on the far bank opened 6re. 
One man fell. The patrol succeeded in getting back to the south 
bank, and a fire fight ensued between our machine guns and 
enemy machine guns and mortars located on both sides of the 
hairpin loop. Nevertheless, the bend in the river appeared to be 
a good place to cross since vehicle tracks leading to the water 
suggested that the enemy had once operated a ferry or a raft 
there. Although two possible crossing points had been tested, 
the patrol moved farther down the stream and made yet a 
third effort to cross. The patrol report states simply that “one 
man was across when fired on point-blank. He did not return 
but crossing by wading is possible." Seven members of the 
patrol were casualties, including three missing in action. 

The men who patrolled were the real heroes of the Voltumo 
crossings: men who waded alone across a flood-swollen river 
two hundred feet wide, never knowing when they might sink 
over their heads in the icy water or when the crack of an enemy 
rifle would spell sudden death: men who had to lie helpless 
and shivering on a muddy bank and watch a comrade be shot as 
he struggled with the current and who could then themselves 
move downstream and wade out into the river. It was grim 
work, but for every man who lost his life searching for cross- 
ing points and probing the enemy defenses the lives of hundreds 
of other men were saved when whole battalions had to fight 
their way acros.s the river.'- 

Private First Class Russell E. Brannon and Private 
Olcgario L. Valenzuela of Company “E" had to swim 
the Volturno to search for a suitable crossing site. The 
two soldiers made two crossings and on the second cross- 
ing were challenged and fired upon. Private Valenzuela 
escaped and returned but Private First Class Brannon 
was either killed or captured.*® 

Back in the bivouac area the battalions were busy 
assembling their equipment and making final plans as 
supporting engineers also gathered boats and bridging 
material. Company “C", 84th Chemical Battalion. Com- 
pany "A", 751st Tank Battalion, and Company “C”, 
601st Tank Destroyer Battalion, were attached to the 
Regiment to support the operations and also made 
preparations. 

The night of 12-13 October 1943 found the Seventh 
Infantry ready to make the main assault for the Third 
Division once more. Colonel Sherman had a trio of 
veterans to command the rifle battalions. Lieutenant 
Colonel Frank M. Izenour. Major Everett W. Duvall 
and Lieutenant Colonel John A. Heintges commanded 
the Red. White and Blue or First, Second and Third 
Battalions respectively. In the assault across the Volturno 
and in the drive to the heights of Mignano each was to 
display outstanding leadership. 

On the north side of the Volturno German troops of 
Field Marshal Kesselring were waiting for the impending 
battle. While the Seventh Infantry had reconnoitered and 
made ready, and other troops in the Fifth Army had 
swung into position the enemy had worked hard at lay- 
ing mines, digging gun pits, and organizing systems of 
machine gun emplacements to cover the river banks with 
interlocking bands of fire. Enemy artillery was ready to 
go into action. The enemy knew an attack was impend- 
ing. It was no secret but the enemy did not know the 
exact time or in what places the attack would come. The 
Fifth Army had numerical superiority but the German 
Tenth Army had defensive advantages behind a swollen 
raging river. 

The postponement of the attack had enabled the Fifth 
Army to plan a coordinated assault by the American VI 
and the British 10th Corps, each with three divisions 
(see Map No. 19). While the 3d and 34th Infantry 
Divisions were to attack across the Volturno the 45th 
Infantry Division on the right flank was to attack enemy 
defenses down the Calore River Valley toward the Vol- 
turno. In the British 10th Corps zone the assault was 
to be made with one brigade (equivalent to a U. S. 
Regiment) of the 56th (London) Division attacking 
on the Corps right flank at Capua, one brigade of the 
Seventh Armoured Division in the center at Grazzanise. 



and two brigades of the 46th Division on the left at 
Cancello. An amphibious tank landing with tanks 
loaded on LCTs was to be made north of the river 
mouth. 

7th INFANTRY CROSSES THE VOLTURNO 
BREAKTHROUGH AT THE HAIRPIN LOOP 

Like many big Infantry operations, the assault across 
the Volturno was initiated at night. At 0200 on 13 
October the riflemen started out to wrest the west bank 
of the river from the enemy's control. Many there were 
who were not destined to see the light of the next day. 
The Military Intelligence Division study described the 
Seventh Infantry crossing as follows: 

On the evening of 12 October 1943 as darkness settled over 
the Volturno a full moon rose, lighting up the sharp peak of 
Mount Tifata and spreading an eerie glow over the open fields 
in the valley. At midnight the uneasy silence which had settled 
over the Voltumo Valley on the Third Division sector changed 
suddenly to an inferno of fire and noise. All along the northern 
slope of Mount Tifata within the Triflisco Gap. rifles and 
machine guns spouted lead at German positions across the 
river, and exploding mortar shells covered the slope with puffs 
of smoke. With the assistance of all the heavy weapons 
companies of the 30th Infantry, the First Battalion, 15tb 
Infantry, dug in just south of Highway 87, was "demonstrating 
vigorously" on the Third Division left flank. An hour later, 
at 0100. the Third Division artillery opened fire against the 
north bank of the river. The targets were enemy machine gun 
and mortar positions which had been spotted during the days 
of preparation. For an hour shells plowed up the dirt and 
crashed into farmhouses all along the division front. Then, at 
0155, smoke shells were mixed with the high explosives to 
screen the crossing areas. Five minutes later the Infantry began 
the attack against the German river line. 

The Seventh Infantry which was spearheading the Third 
Division attack crossed the river at the hairpin loop: the First 
Battalion crossing just down stream from the loop, the Second 
and Third Battalions crossing upstream from the loop. At 
midnight, when the diversion on the left commenced, the First 
and Third Battalions were occupying a forward assembly area 
concealed in a deep gully on the eastern slope of Mount Tifata. 
The Second Battalion and the Regimental Command Post were 
on the east side of Mount San Leucio hidden along a dirt trail 
which the 1 0th Engineer Battalion had improved to get the 
tanks and tank destroyers down into the valley. 

The First Battalion started pulling out of their assembly 
areas at 0045, the men carrying their guide ropes, rubber 
pontoons, and improvised rafts. Off in the distance, looming 
out of the misty, smoke-wreathed valley, was the rocky mass 
of Mount Majulo (Hill 502), their objective. Slogging across 
the muddy, plowed fields, they reached the river bank. While 
carrying parties struggled to get the boats and heavy rafts 
down the slippery bank to the water’s edge, assault parties 
waded and swam the bitter-cold, rushing stream to anchor guide 
ropes on the far bank. Tracer bullets from enemy machine guns 
formed a criss-cross pattern of red flashes over the heads of the 
men as they worked feverishly to shuttle boats and rafts across. 

Crossing by boats on a narrow front, the First Battalion 
encountered many difficulties. Many of the trees used for 
anchoring the guide ropes pulled out. The improvised rafts 
broke up. one bv one, in the swift current; and the engineer 
party from the First Battalion, 39th Engineers, had trouble 
in keeping the rubber boats from drifting downstream. Fortun- 
ately for this operation, the enemy bank was higher than the 
south bank, and in the darkness and smoke the enemy machine 
gunners fired too high to hit the men as they crossed the open 
fields to the river. Dawn was breaking before all the men had 
crossed. With the morning light the accuracy of enemy fire 
improved. Shells began landing all along the river line, and the 
last boat to pull away from the south bank was the target 
for a direct hit. 

As fast as the men crossed the river, they gathered along a 
sandbar under the cover of the north bank and then moved 
upstream in column, clinging to the river bank for protection 
against the enemy machine guns. One man was killed by a 

'- /hid., pp 17-18. 

'3 GO No. 83, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 5 Nov. '43, Pfc. Brannon (miss- 
ing in action) and Pvt. V^alcnzucla were each awarded the Silver 
Star Medal. 

^ ‘ "From the Volturno to the Winter Line", p 25 . 
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mine. Several other men stepped on mines which threw up 
small geysers of sand and mud without doing any damage. 
The artillery fire was more serious. Shells splashing into the 
river hit a number of men as they worked their way along 
the bank to the point where a small stream enters the river 
on the west side of the loop. Here they left the river and 
deployed across the field south of Highway 87. 

While the First Battalion was crossing on the west side of 
loop, the Second Battalion, followed by the Third Battalion, 
crossed on the east side of the loop. The men waded the river 
holding their rifles over their beads with one hand and clinging 
tightly to the guide ropes with the other to keep from being 
swept off their feet by the current. Scrambling up the muddy 
bank, they went after the enemy machine gunners. In the 
darkness and confusion of the crossing it was not easy to 
locate every machine gun nest. Enemy snipers were still firing 
along the river until late in the morning. Without waiting to 
mop up these pockets of resistance, the Second and Third 
Battalions pushed on across the valley toward Mount Majulo, 
following the general line of the stream which flows south to 
enter the river at the north end of the loop. By 0800 the 
forward elements of the Second Battalion had almost reached 
the mountain, and the Third Battalion, under heavy artillery 
fire, was working slowly across the fields behind it. ^5 
Just after crossing the river Staff Sergeant Raymond 
L. Oliver of Company “C" led his eight-man squad 
four hundred yards along the river towards an enemy 
machine gun that was temporarily stopping the com- 
pany’s advance with withering fire. When an enemy 
threw a hand grenade that wounded two men, Staff Ser- 
geant Oliver charged and killed him with fire from his 



eluding an ofiicer. Elimination of this obstacle enabled 
the company to advance.'® 

At about 0230 hours on 13 October 1943 Sergeant 
Bennie L. Guffey of Company “C", while leading his 
squad in the assault on the enemy ’side of the Volturno 
River, stepped on a mine in the dark and from the result- 
ing explosion suffered four wounds. He refused to go to 
the rear for medical aid and continued to lead his squad. 
As the attack progressed his platoon leader, Second Lieu- 
tenant Jack M. Tatum, was killed by enemy machine 
gun fire and Sergeant Guffey immediately braved this 
murderous fire, which was coupled with withering mor- 
tar fire, to assure himself that each man of the platoon 
had suitable cover. Sergeant Guffey, suffering greatly 
from his wounds, continued the attack until he was again 
wounded, this time severely, by enemy shellfire. Still 
refusing to be evacuated he rallied the remainder of his 
squad who were not wounded, yelling, “Come on men, 
we’ve still got a machine gun to knock out up there.’’ His 
men followed but Sergeant Guffey’s wounds would not 
allow him to go further. By then our own artillery 
prevented further progress, but a gallant attempt at con- 
tinuance was made by Sergeant Guffey before he fell 
exhausted from his many wounds and finally was evacu- 
ated. For his extraordinary heroism he was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross. 




carbine. He then led the squad to within fifty yards of 
the enemy gun, and directed his men in a twenty minute 
soldier suddenly arose from a concealed position and 
fire-fight which knocked out the gun, wounding two of 
the enemy, and enabled the capture of three others in- 



is /bid., pp 26-31. 

11 GO No. 175, HQ, 3d Inf. Div.. 8 Aug. '44. S/Sgt. Oliver was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

17 For authority sec GO 48 Hqrs. Fifth Army 24 March 1944. Sgt. 
Guffey officially was transferred from the 7th Infantry on 1 8 
Oct. 1943. 
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Second Lieutenant Murlan F. Smith of Anti-Tank 
Company led a group of fifty men to assist the First 
Battalion in crossing the Volturno river. Corporal Wil- 
liam C. Foley, who was killed by enemy machine gun 
fire, Private First Ctess Francis C. Sereno and Second 
Lieutenant Smith performed gallantly while under 
enemy fire to stretch ropes across the river, secure broken 
cables and rafts, transport heavy weapons and other 
equipment across the Volturno, directing isolated groups 
to cover and rendering assistance to wounded riflemen.^® 
At 0500 Major John A. Elterich of Headquarters 
Second Battalion plunged into the Volturno in an effort 
to find a suitable exit for the Heavy Weapons and Head- 
quarters Companies of the Second Battalion. The com- 
panies burdened with their heavy equipment were unable 
to leave the stream at the point used by the rifle troops 
because of the steep, vine-tangled banks, and were being 
subjected to enemy machine gun fire as they jammed 
together in the water. Despite the close range machine 
gun fire which wounded twenty of the men and struck 
the water all around him. Major Elterich led the men 
to a more accessible path up the bank.'® 

After crossing the river the platoon of Company "H" 
to which Private First Class Eugene T. Muskey be- 
longed was caught in an artillery concentration and was 
also being fired on by enemy tanks. A member of the 




platoon was severely hit and dazed, and although losing 
large amounts of blood from his wound, got up and was 
running around, exposing himself to more artillery and 
tank fire. Private First Class Muskey left his place of 
cover and ran approximately forty yards through an 
enemy artillery impact area, caught the injured soldier 
who had by this time lost consciousness, bandaged his 
wounds and carried him to a place of safety.-® 

While enemy machine gun fire inflicted casualties on 
his platoon and threatened the remaining elements cross- 
ing the Volturno, Sergeant Stanley R. Dombrowski of 
Company “K" led his squad into the enemy lines and 
delivered a bold assault on the flank of the enemy posi- 
tions. Though wounded severely by an enemy rifle gren- 
ade. he continued the attack, hurling grenades and direct- 



ing his men until the position had been taken, the enemy 
gunner killed and the weapon destroyed.-' 

While leading another flank patrol, Sergeant Arne J. 
Holst’s squad, also of Company “K", came under heavy 
flanking fire from an enemy machine gun position. Ser- 
geant Holst directed his squad into firing positions, and 
though wounded as a result of the action, personally 
directed the fire of grenadiers sent to his support, refusing 
medical attention until the enemy position had been 
overcome. -- 

Just after Company “K" had crossed the river the 
squad leader of Private John R. Archabal's squad fell 
wounded and enemy fire disorganized the remainder of 
the squad. Realizing the situation Private Archabal, al- 
though only a few days in combat, assumed command, 
reorganized the squad and continued the attack on the 
enemy position. He inspired the men by his courage and 
initiative under fire. In subsequent action he was killed. 

About fifty members of Company “I" were attacked 
by eight enemy tanks shortly after the river was crossed 
and eleven men were wounded by the attack. Private 
First Class Lenny A. Macklin crossed seventy-five yards 
of open terrain which was being swept by the tank fire 
to render aid to the wounded. Under the heavy fire he 
personally administered aid to many men and helped 
evacuate five of the more seriously wounded. -- 

Captain Glenn E. Rathbun left the security of his 
observation post and went to the aid of the trapped 
group. Running and crawling four hundred yards across 
the open and flat field Captain Rathbun made his way 
through the aimed tank and machine gun fire to reach 
the isolated group. Crawling from one man to the next 
he directed each to where the battalion was reorganizing. 
During his search for the troops Captain Rathbun was 
directly fired at by a tank only fifty yards away and two 
machine guns one hundred fifty yards distant.-^ 

Daylight improved the accuracy of the enemy machine 
gun, rifle, mortar and artillery fire but it “also enabled 
Third Division observers to call for artillery fire on 
enemy guns and tanks in the valley. Tank destroyers of 
the 601st Tank Destroyer Battalion, firing from dug-in 
positions in the valley below Mount San Leucio, added 
the deadly fire of their high velocity shells. Bull dozers 
sought to break down the river banks so that tanks of 
the 751st Tank Battalion could cross to support the 
Infantrymen but heavy enemy fire from 150mm guns, 
or heavier, and machine guns drove the bull dozers back 
from the river. At 0730 a radio message was received at 
the Regimental Command Post from the 751st Tank 
Battalion which said that thirty-three enemy tanks were 
forming by some houses at the base of one of the hills. 
First Battalion skirmish lines moved north toward the 
railroad. When they were severely shelled by enemy 
artillery and tanks, the advance slowed as the enemy 
counter-attacked with Infantry. Lieutenant Colonel 
Frank M. Izenour moved forward with the artillery 
falling all around him and drew machine gun fire upon 
himself. Though he was directly fired on by enemy rifle- 

18 GOs No. 84 and 131, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 11 Nov. '43 and 27 
June '44. Cpl. Foley (posthumously), 1 Lt. Smith and Pfc. 
Sereno were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

19 GO No. 91, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 13 May '44. Maj. Elterich was 
awarded an Oak Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star Medal. 

-9 GO No. 106, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 21 Dec. '43. Pfc. Muskey was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

21 GO No. 84. HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 11 Nov. '43. Sgt. Dombrowski 
was awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

22 GO No. 84, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 11 Nov. '43. Pvt. Archabal 
(posthumously), Sgt. Holst and Pfc. Macklin were each awarded 
the Silver Star Medal. 

23 GO No. 108, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 9 June '44. Capt. Rathbun was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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men and automatic weapons, he continued to expose 
himself to command better the situation and skillfully to 
maneuver flanking fire on the enemy, breaking up their 
counter-attack and inflicting heavy damage. His actions 
were an inspiration to all men and his exceptional com- 
mand made possible a successful assault.^^ 

Private First Class Ernest Snead of Company “C" 
noted a wounded man lying exposed to the enemy fire 
sweeping the valley. Of his own volition he made his 
way from a position of cover to the side of the wounded 
soldier, in full view of the enemy, and dug a slit trench 
for the man's protection until he could be reached by 
aid men. 



had been halted and broken up, before this however, by 
the gallant Infantrymen, artillery and tank destroyer fire. 
Cannon Company was credited with having knocked out 
two enemy tanks and the artillery three, as well as some 
machine gun nests. 

As Major Everett W. Duvall’s troops of the Second 
Battalion occupied Mount Majulo the Third Battalion 
of Lieutenant Colonel John A. Heintges was in serious 
trouble throughout the afternoon. At 1620 the tanks 
and tank destroyers had not reached the battalion and 
the following message was sent to the Regimental Com- 
mand Post: “Our tanks and TDs no earthly use to me. 
Do not know their location. M-4s open up on Battalion 




Orders were sent to the First Battalion by radio to 
reorganize and hold its ground to protect the Regiment’s 
left flank until the tanks and tank destroyers could cross 
the river and render direct support. At this time the Blue 
Battalion received fire from eight enemy tanks and 
numerous enemy machine guns and requested tank 
destroyers. 

Men of “Company A”, 10th Engineer Battalion, 
worked heroically. Using picks and shovels they tore 
down the river bank, at a site below the goose neck, 
sufliciently enough to allow the tanks to move to the 
water’s edge without tipping over and to cross the river. 
At 1240 fifteen tanks and three tank destroyers of the 
supporting companies were across the river and moved to 
the support of the rifle battalions. The counter-attacks 



whenever movement begins. Our own artillery. Cannon 
or tank fire falling in our area 235860.’’^® 

The enemy launched several counter-attacks against 
the positions which had been captured by Company 
“K”. 

Private First Class Arthur J. Hulsey of Company “K“ 
was on an outpost while his unit was being reorganized. 
He observed and intercepted an enemy counter-attack. 
After sending back a man with word to the unit, he 
opened fire with his Browning Automatic Rifle causing 



2-* GOs No. 106 and 95, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 21 Dec. '43 and 13 
Dec. '44. Lt. Col. Izenour and Pfc. Snead were each awarded 
the Silver Star Medal. 

25 Unit Journal, 7th Infantry HQ, 13 Oct. '43. 



55 



Digitized by 



Google 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 









^ i-- 



many enemy casualties. AUbough the machine pistol, 
grenade, mortar and artiHcry fire was of such intensity 



machine gun and tank fire and made no headway. Lieu- 
Taggan was wounded during ihe .action, 



tenant 

that it drove back several adjacent outposts. Private First Throughout the night of 13-14 October the enemy 
Class Hulsey refused to withdraw, thereby allowing his tanks, machine guns and artilkfy continued to hammer 
unit time to move in and repel the enemy attack.^ at the Blue Battalion forces. 

From a forward observation post which was under 

enemy machine pistol fire, Fim Lieutenant Frank Per- ACTION ON THE RIGHT AND LEFT 

ruzei, commanding Company “K". directed his ntortar QF THE SEVENTH INFANTRY 

section's advance. He led his men in a skillful employment 

of rides, machine guns, mortars and grenades. By pmonal On tbe right of the Seventh Infantry two battalions 
c.tampk under an enemy artillery and mortar barrage^ of: Infancry AUpce^uKy cto^^ the Volturno 

hi$ under-strengtii company was greatly encouraged to 



knocked put a machine gu«: ^uad ancl 
casuiltiei. ampug them the section sergean Second L ieu- 
tenant Neville without a dashed 

twenty-five yards across an M full view of the 
entthy to drag the wouR^d sergi’ant intp' the^^ of 
3 nearby shell hole while enemy machiitegan bullets were 
striking three to five feet from him. He‘ rben 
heavy covering fire of rifics and machine! guns 
dragged the helpless soldier back across the open field. 
In subsequent action Second Lieutcna,Qt Neville was 
wounded and later died.^^ 

Lieutenant Colonel Roy E, Moore, Regimental Execu- 
tive Officer, accompanied by Second Lieutenant John D. 
Foulk, went forward from the Cammand Post during 
dayUghr to reconnoirer. He used a route within the field 
of fire of two enemy machmu guns that were already 
cfossfiring at a parly forward about two huiidred yards* 
When he was two hundred yards 
river, the same machine gun. fire was, ^ 
him but lie continued to go forward, Until 
exact position of the two guns and brPdght pj 
gun to bear on tbe enemy positions, kn^kVd 
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two regiments of the 34th Infantry Division had pressed 
forward and won a bridgehead across the river. 

On the immediate left of the Regiment the situation 
was not so good. The British 56th Division had failed 
to effect a crossing of the Volturno at Capua and suffered 
heavy casualties. Thus the area west of the Triflisco ridge 
was not cleared that day and the Seventh Infantry re- 
ceived the full shock of enemy pressure to the Third 
Division’s left flank. The Second Battalion of the 30th 
Infantry attempted in early afternoon to cross at the 
Triflisco Gap and succeeded in getting two platoons of 
one company across. A hail of machine gun fire was en- 
countered and the platoons withdrew across the river. 
A second attempt, following artillery and mortar prepa- 
rations, failed, when the 30th Infantry troops reached 
the river only to be pinned down by the deadly enemy 
fire which inflicted severe casualties. At the mouth of the 
Volturno the attack of the British 46th Division was a 
great success. Two squadrons of Sherman Tanks com- 
pleted their amphibious landing just north of the river 
mouth and assault battalions successfully crossed the 
river. In the center the 7th Armored Division met 
determined opposition and had to make three attempts 
before securing a small foothold on the north bank.^ 

Though the enemy continued to harass troops of the 
Seventh Infantry throughout the night, no more attempts 
were made to drive back the “Cotton Balcrmen’’ who 
had driven forward so swiftly and relentlessly, giving 
the enemy no opportunity to reorganize his shattered 
defenses. Recognising the superb work of the Regiment, 



Lieutenant General Mark W. Clark called Colonel Sher- 
man by phone, and through him, commended and con- 
gratulated each member of the Regiment. “The cold 
water-soaked men on the brush-covered slopes of Mount 
Majulo deserved to be congratulated. In one day's fight- 
ing they had crossed the Volturno and had won the 
commanding height, Mount Majulo (Hill 502) in the 
center of the Third Division front.’’®® 

Severe losses were suffered by the Regiment on 13 
October 1943. Forty-one members were killed and 
ninety-six wounded in action. Five were taken prisoners 
by the enemy and three had become missing in action. 

While the battalions had battled forward to their 
objectives Company “A” of the 10th Engineer Battalion 
constructed a jeep bridge across the river, at the bend just 
below the hairpin loop. Harassed initially by enemy 
machine gun fire, and artillery throughout the day, the 
engineers completed the bridge at 2000 hours. Other 
engineers completed an 8-ton bridge in the 1 5th Infantry 
sector at 0100, 14 October, and during the night combat 
vehicles of the Regiment and Company “C“. 84th Chem- 
ical Battalion, crossed by the two bridges. 

During the night the 30th Infantry troops and the 
remaining battalion of the 15th Infantry crossed the 
river. The 30th Infantry occupied the nose of Triflisco 
Ridge as the enemy withdrew from the knoll under the 
cover of darkness. The sweeping advance of the Seventh 
Infantry had laid the enemy left flank open and he did 
not wish to remain in that dangerous position the fol- 
lowing day. 



CHAPTER III 



From the Volturno to Mount La Difensa 



Early on 14 October Company “A’’, 751st Tank 
Battalion moved north, followed by tank destroyers, to 
assist the Third Battalion, but failed to reach the bat- 
talion before it jumped off in the attack at 0930 for 
Mount Fallano, Objective 6. The Second Battalion 
moved to the north slopes of Mount Majulo and the 
Red Battalion moved up along the Pisciarello stream. 

Encountering small arms, machine gun and some 
mortar fire the Third Battalion overcame enemy resistance 
and at 1130 was on its objective. The officer command- 
ing the tanks evidently misunderstood his orders as at 
1030 he called the Regimental Command Post for a 
clarification and was told the armor was to move north 
and clear out enemy tanks in the valley. The Second 
Battalion moved over to Objective 6. 

Early in the afternoon the Regiment stood ready to 
attack to the west and capture Pontelatone as patrols were 
sent toward the town to determine the enemy situation. 

At 1530 Division Headquarters ordered the Regiment 
to advance on a new axis, along the road to Liberi, the 
initial objective, and then to Dragoni, the final objec- 
tive. Colonel Sherman chose to attack in a column of 
battalions with the Third. Second and First in order, 
with hopes of capturing Liberi by dark. 

In mid-afternoon tanks of Company “A”, 751st 
Tank Battalion, reached the Blue Battalion. Enemy tank 
concentrations were reported in Liberi and enemy troops 
were in Cisterna. 

Moving out on schedule, at 1645. the Third Battal- 
ion immediately encountered enemy resistance in the 
form of machine gun. small arms and anti-tank fire. 

Corporal Warren B. Williams, of Company “I”, 
which was leading the Third Battalion advance, moved 



his squad under enemy machine gun and anti-tank fire 
up to within fifty yards of the enemy, killing five and 
wounding two of the Germans. This brave and well 
directed action cleared the way for the company to move 
safely into position and helped assure a successful 
assault.®' 

Overcoming the resistance along the way. heavier re- 
sistance was encountered in the little stone village of 
Cisterna on the forward slopes of Mount Fallano and the 
battalion was detained in an all-night fight. Tanks and 
tank destroyers of the supporting units supported the 
attack initially and reached Cisterna. where one tank was 
knocked out by enemy artillery fire. The armor was 
forced to withdraw. 

Company “I” moved to the north nose of the hill on 
the left and Company “L“ was moving to the right of 
the town with intentions of by-passing the enemy. Two 
batteries of artillery were firing on the Blue Battalion 
troops. The efforts to flank Cisterna were unsuccessful 
and at 0540. 15 October, the Third Battalion was still 
held up near Cisterna by intense artillery and machine 
gun fire. 

Private First Class Clement F. Merrill was a member 
of a forty-man group attempting to penetrate into the 
town. He advanced ahead of the group over open terrain 
that was swept by the intense enemy machine gun fire 
and he opened fire on the enemy positions. Private First 
Class Merrill knocked out one of the enemy guns but 

"From the Volturno to the Winter Line", pp 52-54. 

80 lbid.,p 32. 

81 GO No. 83. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 5 Nov. ’43. Cpl. Williams was 

.iwardcd the Silver Star Medal. 
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was badly hit himself. On the following day he became 
missing in action. 

The Second Battalion moving up behind the Third 
was also shelled by the enemy and at midnight by-passed 
the Third on the left. Advance over the rugged stony 
terrain was slow during the night. At about 0430 Com- 
pany “G’\ the advance guard of the White Battalion, 
suddenly encountered stiff resistance from an enemy 
strongpoint consisting of three Mark IV tanks, supported 
by entrenched machine guns, near Mount Mizzola, and 
was cut off by the by-passed machine guns. 

Sergeant Mike Hess of Company “G" quickly realized 
the situation, left his place of cover and crawled two hun- 
dred yards through the withering machine gun fire to 
aid the advance men. He located an enemy machine gun 
nest and braving its fire from an exposed position, 
knocked it out with hand grenades but he was mortally 
wounded during his act of heroism.®^ 

First Sergeant Buren V. Reynolds of Company “G" 
braved the enemy fire and moved forward to take con- 
trol of the situation. Dispatching one platoon to the left 
flank. First Sergeant Reynolds personally took command 
of a squad and attacked two enemy machine gun nests 
from the right. His aggressive action in the heavy auto- 
matic fire at only fifty yards range, promptly knocked 
out the two enemy machine guns, killed two Germans, 
wounded three and caused the capture of eight others.®^ 

Staff Sergeant Forrest W. Goercke of Headquarters 
Company Second Battalion was unable to fire from his 
position and moved about fifteen yards to an exposed 
firing position suitable for his rocket gun. Although 
wounded in the shoulder he stood his ground in the face 
of enemy fire and launched three rockets at an enemy 
tank, disabling it. The crew and supporting Infantry- 
men immediately fled when the tank was crippled.®® 

Closing in on the other enemy tanks and machine guns 
with bazookas and grenades, the White Battalion forces 
compelled the enemy armor to withdraw and knocked 
out more enemy weapons. Private First Class James L. 
Hale scored a direct hit on an enemy machine gun with 
a rifle grenade. He and Norman E. Raymond of Com- 
pany “H" contributed largely to the rout of the enemy.®® 

The Second Battalion pursued the enemy and knocked 
out two heavy personnel carriers. Prea was seized and the 
spearhead troops of the battalion moved rapidly up the 
road toward Liberi against small arms, machine gun 
and artillery fire, strivirig to catch up with the main 
enemy body. Corporal Richard H. Dana, of Second Bat- 
talion Headquarters Company, received credit for knock- 
ing out one of the enemy personnel carriers, with his 
rocket gun, and assisted in destroying the other. Immedi- 
ately an enemy tank supported by riflemen swung into 
position and opened fire on the “Cotton Baler“ non- 
commissioned officer and his men. Corporal Dana crawled 
forward for twenty-five yards under direct small arms 
fire to within ten yards of the enemy tank. With the use 
of rifle and hand grenades he killed one and wounded 
several of the enemy. The remaining enemy riflemen 
sought cover in the tank. The rocket gun squad brought 
its fire to bear on the tank and caused it to withdraw.®^ 

At 0930, 15 October, the First Battalion left its 
reserve positions and attacked north, by-passing the 
Third Battalion on the right, seized Strangolagalla and 
directed artillery on Sasso, where enemy tanks were re- 
ported rendezvousing. Meanwhile the enemy continued 
to shell the Blue Battalion. Lieutenant Colonel Heintges. 
though slightly wounded by a shell fragment, continued 
to command and asked that artillery smoke be placed on 
Cisterna. The enemy finally withdrew and yielded the 
town to the Third Battalion, which then reverted to 
Regimental reserve. 

Pushing on during the afternoon the First Battalion 



seized Morrone and Sasso, while on the left the Second 
Battalion advanced to a point about one thousand yards 
south of Villa and on the east slopes of Mount Friento. 
During the evening the First Battalion attacked Hill 561 
and in turn received a small sized counter-attack which 
was repulsed, but the Red Battalion troops continued to 
receive enemy small arms and mortar fire throughout the 
night. Reconnaissance patrols made little headway during 
the night. 

The Second Battalion advanced during the night of 
15-16 October against enemy machine gun and mortar 
fire to a point southwest of Villa, overrunning an enemy 
six inch gun and a 20mm anti-aircraft gun, before being 
ordered to rest the advance. On one occasion First Lieu- 




tenant Malcolm F. Phillips of Company “F“ crossed an 
area exposed to concentrated enemy artillery, tank and 
mortar fire to direct the fire of his 60mm mortar 
section. The enemy had moved machine guns to within 

32 GO No. 84, HQ, 3d Inf. Div,, 11 Nov. ’43. Pfc. Merrill was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

33 GO No. 13, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 20 Jan. '44. Sgt. Hess was post- 
humously awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

3t GO No. 51, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 3 April '44. 1 Sgt. Reynolds was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

35 GO No. 50. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 2 April '44. S/Sgt. Goercke was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 102, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 17 Dec. '43. Pfc. Hale and 
Pvt. Raymond were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

37 GO No. 111. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 28 Dec. '43. Cpl. Dana was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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twenty-five yards of his position and several of his men 
were killed and wounded as a result. Staff Sergeant Rob- 
ert B. Vogel singlehandedly set up one of the 60mm 
mortars. Although the mortar was hit by enemy machine 
gun fire as he set it up and bullets whizzed all around 
him as he fired, Staff Sergeant Vogel continued to operate 
his mortar until an enemy machine gun was knocked 
out, eight enemy killed and others caused to flee.^® 

Private First Class Nevin R. Ulmer and Private Ono- 
frio Mistretta, both of Company “H”, performed gal- 
lantly during the action. Private First Class Ulmer left 
a position of comparative safety to advance through the 
mortar and machine gun fire to rescue his wounded squad 
leader. The two soldiers and others braved the enemy 
fire to salvage a machine gun and ammunition which 
had been left by casualties. While the group moved for- 
ward it came under artillery fire and all members became 
casualties, except Private Mistretta who continued on 
through the heavy concentration for seventy-five yards 
and retrieved the weapon and ammunition which was 
immediately put into effective use against the enemy. 
Private First Class Ulmer died of wounds incurred in the 
action.^® 

The Second Battalion had suffered heavy casualties, 
which included sixteen of its members killed, and was 
ordered to hold up, dig-in and direct artillery fire to its 
front. The battalion was sorely in need of rations and 
ammunition. 

The Third Battalion also made a night advance from 
Cisterna that night and at 0345 attacked toward Hill 
524, the knob of which rises out of the tableland just 
north of Villa. Temporarily stopped twice by enemy 
artillery and mortar fire the battalion was on its objective 
at 0700 encountering enemy resistance, as American 
artillery fire also fell on the troops. The enemy then 
counter-attacked. 

During the enemy counter-attack Second Lieutenant 
Joseph F. Rosplock of Company “K'" rallied his men 
while under enemy machine pistol, grenade and mortar 
fire, and moved them forward, in some cases individually, 
to more advantageous firing positions. His ceaseless visits 
to his men insured the organization of the company's 
left flank. On countless occasions he personally joined the 
fire fight with an M-1 rifle. By these acts he inspired the 
confidence necessary to sustain his platoon’s combat effici- 
ency, and was materially responsible for the success of his 
unit against the heavy enemy assault.^® 

Private Louis M. Scheppard of Company “M” though 
seriously wounded by shrapnel in the back, head and 
legs from enemy mortars and grenades, secured a rifle and 
crawled approximately fifteen yards to a firing position 
to defend the exposed and vulnerable company flank 
which the enemy counter-attacked. 

The First Battalion attacked Hill 561 and again was 
counter-attacked at 0835 following an intense enemy 
artillery and mortar barrage. Second Lieutenant William 
J. Melgard of Company “C”, moved forward for ap- 
proximately two hundred yards to establish a forward 
observation post. Regardless of the fact that the best 
position was one utterly exposed and without protec- 
tion, Second Lieutenant Melgard chose that position 
from which to direct his 60mm mortar section's fire. 
Although artillery shells were breaking within fifteen 
yards of him he remained exposed and brought such 
effective fire to bear on the enemy, it was a major factor 
in the repelling of the enemy counter-attack. 

Company "C”, 601st Tank Destroyer Battalion, and 
Company “A", 751st Tank Battalion, were released 
from attachment to the Seventh Infantry because of the 
impossibility of maneuvering over the rough terrain. The 
work of the battalions during the night advances against 
enemy opposition was worthy of commendation and 



General Lucian K. Truscottt, Jr., called the Regimental 
Command Post and praised them for their outstanding 
achievements. 

At 1045 and 1120 the First Battalion repulsed two 
more strong enemy counter-attacks on its positions with 
heavy losses to both sides. The terrain favored enemy 
defenses as higher ground provided better positions for 
enemy automatic weapons and better observation for 
artillery firing. The crest of Hill 561 changed hands 
several times during the day. 

COMPANY ‘ STOPS FIERCE ENEMY 
COUNTER-ATTACK ON HILL 561 

The second enemy counter-attack of great fierceness 
and determination overran the rifle companies of the 
First Battalion and was finally stopped by the heavy 
weapons squads of Company '*D”. The commanding 
officer of that company was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in action that 
day and eight enlisted men of his command were awarded 
Silver Star Medals for their gallant actions performed on 
Hill 561. 

Company “D”, commanded by Captain William P. 
Athas, was attacked on that day by a superior force of 
enemy infantrymen supported by artillery fire. Although 
his depleted company was outnumbered three to one. 
Captain Athas immediately organized a defensive posi- 
tion to stem the attack. Having no riflemen to support 
him, he organized the ammunition bearers and company 
staff into a mobile rifle team, and after making a recon- 
naissance under heavy enemy fire, he led his riflemen into 
action. Disregarding enemy artillery shells falling within 
thirty yards of him and small arms fire directed at him, 
he moved among his men, checking their fields of fire 
and shifting them to positions from which to deliver 
more effective fire. When an automatic rifleman was 
wounded, Captain Athas took the weapon, joined in 
the fight and killed at least three Germans. Finding that 
only two of his machine guns were still in operation, he 
shifted these remaining weapons to fill gaps in his line. 
Four times he braved the fierce enemy artillery and small 
arms fire to reconnoiter for positions, and each time he 
led the displacement to these new positions, to prevent 
an enemy break-through. By his well planned tactics the 
enemy attack was stemmed. His courageous example of 
coolness under fire inspired his men to hold the valuable 
terrain feature and saved the battalion from probably 
severe losses. 

Private Clayton C. French moved his machine gun 
from a covered emplacement to an exposed position on 
the right flank in order to have better observation to 
prevent a breach which was imminent, and where, despite 
the artillery and small arms fire striking close around 
him, he laid down a band of fire across the right flank 
which was a major factor in breaking the attack. Private 
First Class Carlos C. Asin and Private First Class Alvard 
R. Buelna crossed an open area under the heavy enemy 
fire during the counter-attack and secured a machine gun 
after their own had jammed. They used the new gun 
to effective advantage against the enemy under the ex- 
tremely hazardous conditions. Private First Class Buelna 
then exposed himself several times to locate and carry 



38 GOs No. 7 and 22. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 12 Jan. and 16. Feb. '44. 
1 Lt. Phillips and S/Sgt. Vogel were each awarded the Silver 
Star Medal. 

39 GO No. 83, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 5 Nov. '43. Pfc. Ulmer and 
Pvt. Mistretta were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

^9 GOs No. 87, 90 and 1 10. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 23 Nov.. 1 and 27 
Dec. '43. 2 Lt. Rosplock, Pvt. Scheppard and 2 I.t. Melgard 
were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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up ammunition. Private Dave F. Scott, an assistant 
machine gunner, on the right flank, served his weapon in 
an open position under the heavy enemy artillery and 
small arms fire, supplying ammunition all the while. 
This was a great factor in stabilizing the right flank of 
the line and in repelling the attack. Private Charlie T. 
Tijerina, as machine gun ammunition carrier, delivered 
all his ammunition chests while under heavy enemy fire 
and then placed himself in an exposed position under the 
artillery and small arms fire, serving as a sniper protecting 
the company's right flank. 

Corporal Hilman V. Crews, and Corporal Carl A. 
Stoesscl, both squad leaders in the 81mm mortar section 
and Private First Class Weldon G. Thompson, mortar- 
man, performed gallantly. They kept the mortar crews 
in action under the concentrated enemy artillery fire until 
the supply of ammunition was expended, when aban- 
doned enemy mortar shells were found and used until 
also expended. The squads were then withdrawn and the 
mortar weapons placed in a cache under guard with in- 
structions to destroy the weapons if the position were 
lost. The three men then armed themselves with rifles 
and Browning automatic rifles and joined the riflemen 
where their line was weakest and where the enemy fire 
was heaviest remaining there until the attack was suc- 
cessfully repelled. 

The brave actions of these individuals so inspired 
others that the advancing Germans wilted under the 
deadly accurate fire, suffered heavy losses, and were 
repulsed. 

The Third Battalion started advancing from its posi- 
tions south of Villa at noontime and also ran into an 
enemy counter-attack. Members of Company “M" on a 
flank position distinguished themselves through gallantry 
in action. Corporal Barney P. Gillard, Private First Class 
Regino B. Sanchez. Private Ira B. Garrett and Private 
Earl L. Shank were killed by the intense enemy fire while 
Sergeant Frank Kamadulski and several others were seri- 
ously wounded. 

Private First Class Peter Locascio and Privates James 
C. Brier and William W. Webb stood by their machine 
gun and kept up a steady fire against the heavy opposi- 
tion. Although supporting riflemen had been forced to 
retire due to lack of ammunition the machine gun squad 
remained alone on a flank position. Although they were 
fired upon by small arms and machine guns from a dis- 
tance of twenty yards they held the position until the 
line was reformed and the enemy repulsed.'*^ 

Under the intense machine pistol and grenade fire Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Raymond D. Ewing, of Company “M", 
reorganized a machine gun crew after one of its members 
was killed, repaired the gun and resumed fire. He then 
discovered the enemy re-assembling on the flank. He 
directed mortar fire and remained in an exposed position 
to observe the effects of the firing. His initiative and 
brilliant direction under fire were great factors in success- 
fully repelling the attack. 

As the enemy commenced rushing reinforcements 
from Liberi one platoon of Company “C". 84th Chem- 
ical Battalion, started firing in support of the Regiment. 

Pressure of the Seventh Infantry impelled the enemy 
to withdraw from Villa and troops from the First Bat- 
talion occupied it at 1500. 

16 October 1943, was a costly day for the Seventh 
Infantry with forty-five of its members killed in action, 
sixteen from the Second Battalion, sixteen from the 
Third Battalion, eleven from the First Battalion and two 
from the Medical Detachment. A total of eighty-five 
were wounded in action on that bloody day. 



7tb INFANTRY RESUMES THE ADVANCE 
17 OCTOBER 1943 

At 0600, 17 October 1943, the Seventh Infantry 
resumed the advance with the First Battalion, and the 
Third Battalion of the 15th Infantry, which had become 
attached the night before, making the assault. 

The Red Battalion seized Mount Maro, its initial 
objective at 0715, then pushed on north. At 0939 the 
battalion was at Majorano di Monti. The attached bat- 
talion from the 15th Infantry seized the little town of 
Cese against no opposition. At 0835 the Second Battal- 
ion pushed through Villa and its two assault companies 
entered Liberi at 1000. By that time the Third Battalion, 
1 5th Infantry had taken Mount Etna, Hill 667, and was 
detached in the afternoon. 

Enemy resistance to the First Battalion stiffened 
toward noontime and the enemy counter-attack south of 
Majorano di Monti. In the afternoon the enemy hurled 
tank and machine gun fire at the Red Battalion forces. 
The Second Battalion became engaged in a heavy fire 
fight to the left of Majorano di Monti on the forward 
slopes of Hill 667. 

Captain Leroy A. Haselwood. S-3 of the First Battal- 
ion, entered the town of Majorano di Monti in an effort 
to locate and direct artillery fire on an enemy tank. The 
tank, supported by a large body of Infantry had halted 
the advance of the First Battalion temporarily. Close 
range machine gun fire barely missed him, but he advanced 
four hundred yards to a building where he established an 
observation post and attempted to adjust fire on the enemy 
tank. Although he provided a constant target for aimed 
enemy machine gun fire. Captain Haselwood remained 
nevertheless in an exposed position and continued his 
efforts for three hours. Because of its defiladed position, 
the enemy vehicle could not be reached by artillery, and 
Captain Haselwood retired from his observation post at 
dusk. Determined to eliminate this obstacle to his battal- 
ion’s advance. Captain Haselwood located a bazooka crew 
and six riflemen whom he formed into an assault group 
to lead against the tank. At a point within fifty yards of 
the objective an enemy rifleman twenty yards from him 
opened fire. Captain Haselwood calmly dropped to one 
knee and shot the German with his carbine. This ex- 
change of shots drew fire from seven hostile automatic 
weapons, and Captain Haselwood was fatally wounded. 
Despite his wounds and the massed automatic fire, he 
maneuvered his assault group so effectively that the tank 
was disabled in the ensuing fire fight. Captain Hasel- 
wood’s courageous determination and inspiring leader- 
ship enabled the removal of an obstacle to the battalion's 
advance. He was posthumously awarded the Disting- 
uished Service Cross.**^ 

Late in the afternoon the Blue Battalion moved north 
up the winding road, and passed through the First Bat- 
talion for Dragoni, which the commanding general 
wanted by morning. The troops advanced along the 
ridge east of the road, against light opposition. At mid- 
night the battalion was on Hill 371 south of Dragoni 
and sent out patrols. 

The Second Battalion after overcoming enemy resist- 
ance west of Majorano di Monti drove on during the 
night, seized Mount Longo west of Dragoni and sent 

For authority for DSC award to Capt. Athas sec GO 8 Hq. 5th 

Army 17 Jan. 1944. For authority for Silver Star awards to 

Cpl. Stoesscl, Pfc. Asin, Pfc.Buelna, Pfc. Thompson, Pvt. French. 

Pvt. Scott and Pvt. Tijerina sec GOs 83, 84. 92 and 94 Hq. 

3d Inf. Div. 5 and 1 1 Nov.. 8 and 10 Dec. 1943. 

^2 GO No. 9 3. HQ, 3d Inf. Div.. 9 Dec. '43. Pfc. Locasio, Pvts. 

Brier and Webb were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 84. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 1 I Nov. '43, 2 Lt. Ewing was 

awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

Ltr. Announcement of Awards, Hq. 3d Inf Div. 8 June 1944. 
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geant James C. Farguar and his were given the objectives and made preparations to support an attack by 
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patrols towards the initial objectives. The First Battalion 
established a road block on the road to the west and sent 
out one patrol, while the Second Battalion established a 
road block, with a reinforced platoon and a platoon from 
Anti-Tank Company, at Caianello Vecchio, and sent a 
patrol to Versano and Casate. Another road block was 
established north of Caianello and a small patrol was 
sent toward Teano. 

Following a one-half hour artillery preparation the 
Blue Battalion supported by Company “B'’. 601st Tank 
Destroyer Battalion, and Company "B", 751st Tank 




Battalion, jumped off in the attack at 0800, 31 October. 
In sixty minutes time the troops of one company were on 
their initial objective encountering no opposition. Hill 
250 was seized, then at 1418 the Third Battalion had 
seized Tuoro Furnaro, Terra Corpo and all the com- 
manding ground of Marzano Appio without enemy con- 
tact. Patrols were sent out to the front and to the south 
two miles, where they contacted elements of the British 
56th Division, thus eliminating the break that had 
existed for several days between British and American 
forces. 

The Second Battalion which patrolled the roads 
throughout the day encountered numerous demolitions 
and brought in six Germans. It moved during the night 
to the triangle caused by the meeting of the roads near 
Madonna di Costantinopli then moved across country 
to the northwest and by 0415, 1 November seized Civi- 
tella and surrounding high ground west of Via Casilina 
No. 6, against no opposition. Patrols immediately pushed 
on northwest to Picilli where the road through the town 
was found to be completely blocked by demolished 
buildings. 

The Third Battalion attacked to the northwest from 
the vicinity of Terra Corpo at 0700, 1 November. Enemy 
machine gun fire was encountered. At 1255 forward 
elements were on the objective just east of Viapiana 
receiving small arms fire. Artillery started to drop on 
the troops. In the afternoon advance elements trapped 
two hundred Boche in the vicinity of Conca Della Cam- 
pania. captured the group, with several vehicles, including 
one American half-track and two jeeps. 

The First Battalion moved to an assembly area behind 
the^Third Battalion during the day. At midnight one 
Third Battalion patrol was fired on by a large calibre 



tank, or armored car weapons, and machine guns two 
hundred yards northeast of Roccamonfina as the enemy 
controlled the road from Roccamonfina to Vezzara. 

Early on 2 November the First Battalion moved from 
its assembly area abreast of the Third Battalion on the 
left and at 0915 the two battalions jumped off to the 
northwest in the attack. 

The Blue Battalion forces headed for Mount Friello 
and encountered small arms, machine gun and mortar 
fire. One enemy machine gun nest was knocked out with 
two enemy killed and two more captured. At 1715 
Company “I” was on Hill 380 with the remainder of 
the battalion coming up behind through Conca della 
Campania. Late in the afternoon Company “I" was just 
south of Mount Friello receiving artillery fire from the 
north. The Red Battalion also encountered enemy small 
arms and machine gun fire but advanced steadily. 

I'he following day the First and Third Battalions 
continued their attacks and Company “E” of the Second 
Battalion was committed. The Blue Battalion attacked 
Mount Friello following an artillery preparation. The 
two forward companies. “L' and “L", met resistance 
from infantry units and artillery weapons. Company 
“K" was committed on the left of “L". 

The enemy threw a heavy counter-attack against 
Company “L" which was repulsed with casualties to 
both sides. During the action Private Leo Lahna kept 
his machine gun in constant operation, in spite of heavy 
shelling, until it jammed. Then he acquired an M-1 
rifle and joined the front line. In the action that resulted 
in the successful rout of the enemy. Private Lahna was 
killed. Several casualties were sustained from German 
Schu mines but in spite of all resistance encountered the 
Blue Battalion seized the mountain top. Outposts were 
established and a patrol sent to the road junction south 
of Mignano. 

Company “E" continued to occupy Hill 335. A patrol 
sent out from the company on 2 November reported back 
to its parent organization with a highly satisfactory 
report. The patrol which contacted the First and Third 
Battalions on 2 November had continued on to San 
Clemente where it engaged two enemy machine guns on 
the outskirts of the town which were protecting enemy 
demolition squads at work. The riflemen knocked out 
the enemy machine guns and stormed into San Clemente 
killed several German engineers and engaged enemy fleeing 
the town. Four members of the patrol were wounded but 
returned with the group. 

A squad which was part of a combat patrol from Com- 
pany ‘‘G’' on 3 November had received heavy machine 
gun fire from a German out-post. After placing his squad 
in a favorable firing position Sergeant Earl Corbin moved 
forward alone, opened fire on the enemy with his 
sub-machine gun, killed eight of the enemy and thus 
enabled his squad to complete its mission. Although 
seriously wounded in this action Sergeant Corbin refused 
medical aid and continued leading his squad until the 
mission was completed. His skillful and direct action in 
handling the enemy machine gun nest undoubtedly saved 
the lives of his squad members."*^ 

The next day, the 4th, the Blue Battalion remained in 
position on Mount Friello and patrolled toward Mig- 
nano as the First Battalion continued the attack for the 
important road junction south of Mignano. One platoon 
of Company “B” secured the road junction as Company 
“C'’ seized Hill 205. One platoon of Company “C" 
moved to establish a road block with bazookas at Anno- 
lisc. 

C'jO No. 9 7. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 15 Dec. '43. Pvt. Lahna was 

posthumously awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 111. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 28 Dec. '43. Sgt. Corbin was 

awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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On 1 Nov?mber the Seventh Infantry bad rtached the 
JB-W'bara Line, the German defense tine confronting the 
enttre Fif^ Army ffom the heights Dvwtooking the nppet 
Votfumo. through Moitnt M;ss5i<ro Ridge to the sea, In 
ffobt of the Seventh inf antr> it was a well defended line 
o;t ba^Vd ^nd ragged moun and was designed to delay 
actacBng fences Qntir the with Monte Cas 

sino as the strong point should be completed to the 
northwest. 

The American VJ Corps planned to attack the Get* 
man Barbara Line with the same three divisions, 3d, 34th 
and 45th- The 34ch. and the 45th which had been in 
Corps reserve since 20 October and was frcsh> were i6 
cross the upper Volturno while the Third on the left was 
to continue driving back the Herman Goering Panzer 
Divistor:- 

The enemy tactics and the Fifth Army actions from, 
the Volturno to the Barbara Line have been described 
as toJlows ; 

Bctw«n ibe VohQTna And ibe Batbam Liae thi enemy )*a4 
planned hi* a<lion» w gain die greatest amount of time wilh 
the lea.st cependitnie oi fonre. Outnuoijiettd fay the Allies znd 
facing superior aic and b re power, ihc Germans fwuf to depend 
on their skiO in uaing tht advantages of the terrain. The patnre 
of the operaticim a planned withdrawal, enabled thean to make 
a careful study of the areas which they expe»ited the Brinsh: and 
Americans to occopy, la deSUded or densely wpedtd gmaird, 
their effective shelling showed that they had preevae regutWitions 
on likely approaches, gun pewitiioas:,. and troop localicms and 
sciuld 6re on these targets sritbotrl liitect olwervaticn. Wher- 
ivci tb^ Fifth Army might move bti'Pua*:, tfac cnemv placed 
mines and booby imps, across rc«a<i$ and radwiyu. Wixkinfj the 
way anaubd detnoUoons. in stream* and river banks, arid in 
towns and vilbges. Anri-pef&OAtrtl mines' lay concealed ? long 
hedges and walls, and bopfa.y Ippu- hayiMtV*. : 

rartnes'. and otive groves, and pn ttmcey. 

1 o counteract the limirstthn by Commit* 

mrate to other fronts and by pcevk>u& liases- the Germans bad 
primarily ctsed small, mobile' for 
actions^ reinforcing them with- SefTprOpellod , 

f uns. whrrJb cottld hr bidden a;^;»in waUs hr nmonf trm and 
lynkkly aftri t|je tnlentryv witbdtjwal. 

wearpcni. Along the vgast in Ihi* 
whe^^ the open plarn oiTettrf Uw namsal djeffjnaive 
posititxife,- rbe yntimv had cpacentraryd bis strength in the tawnv. 
jatand/ im troops hid hcM on to the hei^^is ibov«E the vijUges. 
fropt they &>B commaa-jl A1|ced apptaachei and cover 

ihrir own, e*eipfc. If driven from these hrighw, they 

roonter actiiiked only when ilwcy was ar dwnrit'of impo^injg. 
further delay; otherwise they posit 

waitiog always nntil darknm liid flieir mcwemenri ftom 
Allied air putroh. 

Against these tactics the Fdtb Army h*cl. ^m twirnty 
r?f ftghting. seairrdt Its bridfi;ehiciul »Joog ffae «acir« length 
lower Voittirno River *aad l«d fifteen to twenty ntths^ 

along a fo^ty. miU Despot the bad wenthef. AUM 

fifzhttr bombers bid jfegain ?nd af,am in the 

atci ar tjbe head of the valley. The Fifth Amy had pot 
in gaged the maitT entwiT fr»rcrs bar the fact that i w advanced 
■zlrmiints bad tfeemm levml enemv gun f^aitionji inditated 
that the Gcttham were wirhiirawinji^ fisrer then they had 
intended, 

7th 1T4F A NTRY ATTACKS THE BARBARA 
LfME, 5-1*^ NOVEMBER 1943 

Dri 5 November the Third Infantry Divesion was pcjised 
tu make its attack on Mignana rittiatcd in the wide gap 
of iwounra»n« where the Germans had csrablished theit 
IBstbara lipe. A Commwntcafions and defensive center, 
Mignano was of tremendous value to tlic Geemaos, TIk» 
Third Division must gain the mountains on the flanks 
before the gap could be controlled. General Truscott sent 
the 3Drh Infantry, which bad been in reserve, after 
Mourn Roiundo and, Mown v Lungo on the north we.st 
Tb^ Seventh Ttifantty >-as to attacL and 

Mount !a Di Fcnt:a. to the soutbwej?r. The 1 5th Infantry 
which catHUred from the 

,ra'sf/ . • ■ ■ V • ' . : / 



On 5 November the Second Batialion moved u|3 to 
the front with the FinEf Batralipn. Moving out of its 
awembly area ac 0530 the crossed the line of 

departure the toad Company ''B*', at 

0900; Encountering orily fire, initially the 

battalion overran Ca^poVh^ early in the 

afternoon one enemy was knocked out on 

the figlu flank 

Two platoobs of Oim moving into the 

saddle which separates Mount Camin from Mount la 
Dl Feni^a encountered machine gun. mortar and grenade 
Are ftonv riw saddle and (be right, pf the saddle. Numerous 
casualties were suflered from the ^nerny fe 

Staff Sergeant Jean C. IDavis and Sergeant James P. 
Gocjdwitt moxTd forward to exposed positions lo locate 
several dug in enemy positions, which were holding up 
the progre^: of the platoons and infljctmg damage. While 
so doing they became targets for intense small arms fire. 




They remained io their exj^jied positions an directed 
fire from both Gannon Company and the chemical 
mortars, which reduced the enemy's fire to a mmimum. 
jn^ing it possible for the platoons to organize »occes.sful 
defensive posit ions and evacuate wounded perso n ncl 
Staff Sergeant Floyd S. Casey of Company “E" went 
into the midst of ibe concentrations, administered first 
aid ro the wounded men and then moved many of them 
CO a place of comparative safety 

The First Batwlicn on the right jumped erfl in (be 
attack coward Mjgnano at noontime. Encountering small 
arms, machine gun and direct artillery fire the Red Bap 
taliOD troops advanced to a point about five hundred 
yards southwest of Mignano w^here they held up for the 
night and prepared defeasive {xjsitions. intensive patrol- 
ling was earried on One patrol entered Mignano. 

During the night the Second Battalion strove to reach 
Its objective but failed due lo enemy hand grenade and 
machine gun fire. A Compaay “G" outpost killed four 
enemy and wounded others during the night. 

Early on 6 November the Third Battalion was placed 
in Division reserve while the Second continued to push 
forward. Companies “E*V and '‘G"‘ rushed the Mount 
Camino hill mass striving to gain obsen^ation on the 

‘ 'From the VoltVffCio io the Winter Line'’, pp 8 1 81,. 

GO No, 57; Hp. Inf. Diy., 15 De< ‘4> 6/Sgi. OavJs and 
Sj?i. GutJdwin «<'rw k^ch awarded the 'Silver Stir MjedaL 
GO Nd. I (<j, HQv 5d Inf. DrV , 17 OcCv. '43. S^^Sgt, t-asey 

Afas aY72.rU^ 




heights dominating the saddle. Mortar and artillery fire 
were received. One reinforced platoon succeeded in near- 
ing the top of Mount Camino as a platoon of enemy 
infantry and six machine guns strategically located held 
up the Second Battalion. In the afternoon the command- 
ing officer was convinced that it was practically impossible 
to reach the mountain top in daytime because of direct 
observation on the part of the enemy on any route of 
approach. 

All attempts to take the mountain and saddle that 
day ceased. Approximately twenty-five casualties were 
suffered by the White Battalion that day. The wounded 
lay in their exposed positions until darknes when some 
were evacuated as enemy snipers fired on the litter squads. 

The Red Battalion remained in position during the 
day and sent out a reinforced platoon to establish an 
observation post to view to the northwest. Vigorous 
patrols were maintained encountering enemy machine 
gun fire. The battalion supported an attack of the 15 th 
Infantry during the day. Enemy observers were seen in 
houses near the top of Monte Cassino. Artillery and 
Cannon Company fire were directed on the mountain. 

Early on 7 November the First Battalion Platoon was 
counter-attacked and driven from its position while the 
Second Battalion continued the attack on Mount Camino 
and Mount la Di Fensa. Troops nearing the top of one 
of the ridges encountered enemy fire from machine guns 
and Infantry troops. Company “F” progressed slowly 
up la Di Fensa against stiff resistance from enemy machine 
guns located on the rocky slopes above. As "F" ap- 
proached the top mortar fire was mixed in with the 
enemy machine gun fire and a bitter struggle ensued. The 
enemy had direct observation on all routes of advance 
and many casualties resulted. At 1610 Company ’F" 
won a great victory by crowning one of the heights of 
Mount la Di Fensa. The company then dug-in as best 
as possible. Meanwhile troops of Company “E" and 
“G” became locked in a terrific struggle for the saddle 
separating the two peaks, which became drenched in 
blood shed by casualties suffered by both sides. The 
enemy continued to control the saddle at the close of the 
day. 

The First Battalion continued its attack for Hill 358 
and at 1330 Company “A” was on the hill with 
Company “B” on the nose. One hundred Germans made 
a fierce counter-attack on Company “A" and succeeded 
in regaining the hill top. Company “C" was pulled in 
from its mission of patrolling the 15th Infantry left 
flank. 

The evacuation of casualties that day was extremely 
difficult due to the terrain and accurate enemy sniper fire. 

A platoon of 75mm cannon and a platoon of 105s 
of Cannon Company took up firing positions to support 
the Second Battalion. 

Early 8 November Companies “A" and "B" attacked 
Hill 385 and made very slow progress due to the difficult 
terrain and enemy opposition. During the night 8-9 
November intermittent artillery was received. The com- 
panies continued their slow progress the following morn- 
ing. Machine gun fire from the slopes above hindered the 
advance. In mid-morning the troops became engaged in 
a heavy fire fight. The supplies of water and ammunition 
were dangerously low. The commanding officer reported 
it was impossible to advance further until the supplies 
were replenished. 

The Second Battalion moved one company at a time 
to join Company “F” on Mount la Di Fensa and was 
opposed by the ever present enemy machine gun fire. At 
1440 Company “E” had joined "F" while “G” and 
“H” were half way up the mountain. During the night 
the Second Battalion attempted further advances and 
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was intermittently fired upon throughout the night. 
More casualties were suffered. 

Shortly after noon 9 November Companies “A"’ and 
“B" found themselves between two groups of Germans 
and received a strong counter-attack. The brisk fight that 
ensued was won by the Red Battalion troops. After six- 
teen of their comrades had been killed and one wounded 
in the hand-to-hand, close-in fighting on the sharp, 
ragged heights, twenty-four members of the 8th Panzer 
Grenadiers including two officers surrendered to the vic- 
torious “Cotton Balermen.” 

The Second Battalion troops also won a great victory 
that afternoon in a fire fight that lasted several hours. It 
was estimated that the White Battalion riflemen killed 
from fifty to seventy of the enemy on both flanks. 

On 10 November both the Red and White Battalions 
remained generally in position with only local attacks. 
Both battalions waited the arrival of ammunition, water 
and rations but were in contact with the enemy through- 
out the day. 

That day Staff Sergeant Richard L. Fisher of Com- 
pany “G“ on his own initiative left his covered position 
and scaled a high rock ledge to within fifteen yards of 
the enemy. Although he faced severe fire Staff Sergeant 
Fisher remained in observation for ten minutes, and 
definitely located the enemy positions. He then returned 
to the company command post and personally directed 
mortar and cannon fire on the enemy positions with 
good results. 

Evacuation of casualties from the mountains was 
difficult. A minimum of six hours was required to bring 
litter cases to the base of the mountains. Supplying the 
troops was a great problem. Everything had to be hand 
carried or dropped by plane. A man could only manage 
with a small amount since both hands were required to 
make the heights. 

The Second Battalion had enough rations that day 
to feed only one meal to one company. To make matters 
worse high wind kept grounded the cub plane that was 
loaded with supplies. 

Enemy patrols continued their harassing action, one 
infiltrating through the First Battalion front lines before 
being detected and driven off. 

Though still suffering from lack of food and water 
the Second Battalion asked that no further use be made 
of the supply planes as it did not wish to disclose its 
positions and thus draw additional fire. 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS FLOYD K. LINDSTROM 
WINS CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR 
FOR CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY ON 
MOUNT LA DI FENSA 

On 1 1 November the Second Battalion was subjected 
to a severe concentration of mortar, machine gun and 
rifle fire which caused casualties and some disorganization 
among the troops. Because of their exposed positions and 
low supplies the troops withdrew to positions affording 
more protection but held. 

Realizing the seriousness of the situation Lieutenant 
Colonel Everett W. Duvall left the battalion observation 
post, advanced through heavy machine gun fire, and pro- 
ceeded to reorganize the battalion to positions of greater 
safety. During this action he received a serious leg wound, 
but remained at his position refusing medical attention 
until the reorganization had been completed and the 

5-! GO No. 246. HQ, ‘Jd Inf. Div., 28 Oct. ’44. S/Sgt. Fisher was 

awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 13. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 20 Jan. ’44. Lt. Col. Duvall 

was awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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situation brought under control. His bravery and cool 
leadership under fire were an inspiration to his men.^^ 

The Second Platoon of Company “H” which was 
depleted to fourteen men and two serviceable guns was 
attached to Company “E” to furnish machine gun sup- 
port. Private First Class Floyd K. Lindstrom was one 
of the gunners. 

At about 0900 approximately forty enemy launched 
a counter-attack against the left flank of Company “E" 
and forced the riflemen and half the machine gun section 
to retire to a defensive position. 

“. . . The enemy, from his position on the command- 
ing heights,’' said Pvt. Marvin D. Crone, Assistant Gun- 
ner, “had excellent observation and when he opened fire 
on us he was deadly accurate. The bulk of the enemy 
were two hundred yards above us when he attacked. ‘E’ 
Company withdrew about one hundred fifty yards, 
because there was not enough cover for them at this point, 
leaving our machine gun section out in front. 

“Even though he saw the rifle company withdraw. 
PFC Lindstrom nevertheless instantly and without 
orders immediately set up a defensive position and opened 
fire with his machine gun. The enemy fire became intense 
as they started dropping a great number of mortar shells 
in our ‘section’ area and commenced to rake our positions 
with machine gun, machine pistol, and rifle fire. 

“. . . Lindstrom insisted on moving forward alone 
another ten yards for a better field of fire. He picked up 
the machine gun bodily and moved up hill over the rocky 
ground with his one hundred twelve pound load. In 
doing this he became the direct target of machine gun and 
small arms fire from some of the enemy who weren't 
more than fifteen to twenty yards away ... At least 
thirty-five hand grenades of the concussion variety were 
thrown at PFC Lindstrom in an attempt to silence his 
gun. 

“Lindstrom was aiming for one German machine gun 
and crew in particular when he singlehandedly carried his 
heavy machine gun forward, because he saw that it was 
the chief supporting weapon in the German counter- 
attack. Despite the heavy fire from their mortars and 
machine pistols, he moved to within about fifteen yards 
of this machine gun even though it was firing at him and 
missing him only by inches. 

“I could hear the Jerries yelling at him in pidgin 
English. ‘American soldier — you give up — we treat you 
fine — you no surrender, plenty trouble — we got you sur- 
rounded!’ This was repeated time and again and each 
time Lindstrom answered, 'Go to hell!’ and gave them 
another burst of fire from his machine gun . . . 

“When Lindstrom saw that the attack was likely to 
succeed if the enemy machine gun were not put out of 
action, he yelled at me to cover him with my rifle, that 
he was going to ‘get that machine gun,’ and armed only 
with the .45 caliber pistol which he always had at his 
hip, he frontally assaulted the machine gun in a mad 
up-hill dash. The Germans saw him coming and let go 
a continuous stream of fire which kicked up the dirt 
inches behind his heels as he ran at them. Somehow he 
miraculously escaped being hit by the continuous chain 
of automatic fire from the machine gun, got right on top 
of the gunners and shot them to death with his pistol. 
He then returned, dragging the German machine gun 
behind him, after which he braved more enemy fire to go 
back to their position and return with two full boxes of 
ammunition which he directed us to emplace and put to 
use in countering the enemy attack. We received no sup- 
port from our other machine gun during the counter- 
attack because it was unable to fire on the enemy from its 
position. . . .’’ 

Said Corporal Nicholas Alfier: “Lindstrom gave the 
gun to me telling me to use it on the German Infantry. 



and he immediately went back to his gun and opened fire. 

“Lindstrom’s spectacular action and withering ma- 
chine gun fire completely demoralized the Germans and 
their counter-attack seemed to disintegrate . . .’’ 

“The rifle company and the other machine gun of our 
section attempted to come to our aid while the attack was 
going on," said Private Sam G. Rohan, “but PFC Lind- 
strom so effectively handled the situation that it was all 
over before they could get into action. . . .’’ 

For this conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at risk 
of life above and beyond the call of duty Private First 
Class Lindstrom was awarded the Congressional Medal 
of Honor, the nation’s highest valor award.®^ He was 
the first “Cotton Baler’’ to win the award in the Second 
World War. Later he was killed in action. 

Corporal Alfier performed gallantly on that day also. 
Once when nine casualties occurred in the section includ- 
ing First Lieutenant Russell W. Newberry and Sergeant 
John D. Elmes killed in action. Corporal Alfier braved 
the heavy fire to rally the remainder of the section, crawl- 
ing from man to man over the bare terrain, devoid of 
cover and in full view of the enemy, giving orders and 
encouraging each individual. By his brilliant example, 
he inspired the men to withstand the determined counter- 
attack. He was later promoted to the grade of technical 
sergeant but was killed as a result of subsequent action.®® 
Major John A. Elterich, of Headquarters Staff, Sec- 
ond Battalion, climbed to an observation post fully ex- 
posed to enemy observation and heavy small arms and 
mortar fire and personally directed the fire of Cannon 
Company and the chemical mortars, which aided greatly 
in stopping the enemy thrust.®® 

Cannon Company performed a fine job 1 1 November 
supporting the rifle battalions aod received counter- 
battery fire. Casualties were sustained by the company 
and a jeep was destroyed. A platoon from the Second 
Chemical Battalion was attached to the Regiment and 
given the mission of supporting the Second Battalion. 

Shortly before dark a platoon of Company “B“ 
stealthily attempted to take a small knoll but was dis- 
covered and beaten back with heavy losses. Second Lieu- 
tenant Lewis S. Gregory was killed. 

After Cannon Company and artillery laid-in with 
several concentrations and the 4.2 chemical mortars 
thoroughly smoked the area the Regiment was able to 
evacuate some of the casualties that had been lying for 
days, unable however, to be carried down the precipi- 
tous mountain sides. Private Warner W. Pye of the 
Medical Detachment performed gallantly during the 
November days of 1943 on Mount la Di Fensa, crawling 
from one wounded man to another and administering 
first aid to all he could reach. He performed his errands of 
mercy while under intense enemy artillery, machine gun, 
mortar and grenade fire and while enemy snipers fired at 
the wounded.®^ 

The Third Battalion was in division reserve twice 
during the period 6-12 November and also assisted the 
attack of the 30th Infantry by occupying strong defens- 
ive positions. Several moves were made by the battalion 
and throughout the period it patrolled vigorously. One 
patrol was out three days before it returned. 

From three observation posts the First Battalion could 

For authority see GO No. 32 War Dept., Wash., D. C., 
20 April 1944. 

65 GO No. 212. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 6 Oct. '44. T/Sgt. Alfier was 
posthumously awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 48. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 1 April ’44. Maj. Elterich was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

5^ GO No. 92, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 8 Dec. '43. Pvt. Pye was awarded 
the Silver Star Medal. 

Medal GO 92 Hq 3d Inf. Div. 8 Dec. 1943. 
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Gviliaiis reported that the &raans bad twi> 

months preparing defensive positions along the Gassino 
hnev 

Following an artillery, cannon and mortar concen* 
tration the Second Battalion attempled another push for- 
ward to gain control of all of Mount la Di Fensa. How- 
ever one knob of the mountam could not be cleared that 
day. A perpendicular cliff sixty feet high confronted the 
troops and was the main obstacle. The ptcparation put 
on by the artillery. Cannon Company and the mortars 
took its toll of the enemy however, as German aid men 
were seen cleaning up casualties. 

Tanks and tank destroyers tried to get through the 
flats in the vicinity of Mignano but only one got neat 
enough to deliver several rounds before it became bogged 
down in the slimy mud of the 5at bottom. 

The battalions remained in posflipd: 13 November but 
patrolled vigorously. The amllcry, Gannon Company 
and Chemical mortars were umisnally busy that day and 



kept the enemy fairly quiet. 

During the night 13-14 November the Second Bat- 
uiion left Company ‘'G”, reinforced, on Mount la Di 
Fensa and withdrew the rest of the battalion. The fol- 
lowing day Company *‘K“* reinforced> relieved Company 
‘G'' The White Battalion troops who had suffered 
much from exposure, the enemy, and lack of food, 
assembled in the vicinity of Casate. 

The artillery observers missions on Cassino tar 
gels chrooghput 14 November. The Third Bartaiion 
sent out security patrols and patrolled in. the flats west of 
Mignano. 

The First and Third Battajions held their positions 
until 16 November, made local attacks and patrolled 
extensively as the artillery. Cannon Company and the 
4,2 mortars plastered enemy positions, but the enemy 
returned ffre. Many of the patrols were long overdue in 
reporting back to their units, Corporal Harold L, Fern- 
aid, Jr., and Private Charles F, Niles, both ojF Company 
p)efformcdgallantly on one occasion while members 
of a sDcccssfol combat patrol on a mission into enemy 
territory.®^ 

During the action of those days gallant deeds were 
performed. Staff Sergeant Chester B. Barnes, himself 
wounded, rescued his seriously wemnded platoon leader, 
^cond Lieutenant Joseph F. Rosplock of Company 
then assumed command and continued the fight. 



^cood Lieutenant Victor D. Reynolds of Company “A^' 
displayed great leadership while under machine gun, 
rifle grenade and heavy rifle fire.*® 

While leading an important reconnaissance patrol near 
Mignano,. Second Tieutenant Howard. V. Gcbing, of 
Company placed his men in a position of cover, 
and advanced alone to investigate a suspidoiis build ing. 
When be was abou t seventy -five yards fjom the Wila- 
ing he was fatally wounded in the chest by rifle fire. 
Ordering his platoon not to evacuate him but to bring 
fire on the enemy be retained control of the rituauon for 
about two hours, issuing instrucrions verbally and by 
hand and arm .signals. Staff Sergeant Frank . W, Bolson 
carried out the instrucrions Of his wounded platoon 
leader. The heroism and fortitude of the dying officer 
and the gallant conduct of the non -commissioned officer 
saved the entire platoon from destruction and caused the 
elimination of the hostile strongpointJ^* 

During the attack against Mount la Dt Feosa the 
Seventh Infaiury had suffered much but took a ter rifle 
toll from the enemy. Having advanced stvadily since 
22 September across rugged terrain, crossed tlie Volcuriio 
and advanced over more rugged terrain against strong 
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food, ammunition, and equipment on the backs of the 
men as hands were needed in climbing. Mules could not 
negotiate the cliffs. Only a little supply was dropped by 
planes as they were often grounded because of inclement 
weather and then, after initial attempts to drop supplies, 
commanders requested no further use be made of the 
planes as they gave away troop locations to the enemy. 
Medical aid men and litter bearers worked heroically 
under the worst conditions they had ever experienced, 
made worse by enemy snipers. 

The soldiers who fought there and endured such hard- 
ships will never forget Mount la Di Fensa. Since 5 
November sixty-three of their buddies had been killed 
in action and one hundred sixty wounded. Five were 
missing in action and two had been taken prisoners by 
the enemy. 

Other forces of the Allied Fifth Army were as 
exhausted, and in some cases more so. than the “Cotton 
Balermen.” On the left the troops of the British Tenth 
Corps were badly in need of rest. 

The 201 Guards began to show signs of exhaustion by 10 
November. The weather was becoming colder and the rains 
more frequent. Enemy counter-attacks and probings disturbed 
the troops constantly. The two forward companies, attacking 
Hill 819. suffered sixty percent casualties, almost all their 
officers were killed or wounded. During five nights and four 
days they had a 24-hour haversack ration, an emergency ration, 
and one water bottle per man. Their wounded lay on the 
ground without blankets, in cold that was almost freezing. 

The VI Corps was everywhere held up by bad weather, 
mountainous terrain, and stubborn enemy resistance The 
enemy had strengthened his left flank again on 9 November by 
bringing in the 26th Panzer Division , . . Soldiers suffered 
from the rain and cold and from lack of hot meals. The 
divisions needed rest and replacements if they were to maintain 
efficiency and high morale. General Clark considered these cir- 
cumstances and stopped the advance on 15 November.®® 

On the right of the Regiment the 15th and 30th 
Infantry regiments were busy digging in for protection 
from enemy mortar and artillery fire and tried to keep 
warm. On the right of the Third Division the 34th and 
45th Divisions had been through some fierce fighting 
crossing the upper Volturno and pushing on into the 
mountains. The 133rd Infantry had suffered four oflic- 
ers and eighty-one enlisted men killed, twenty-four 
officers and two hundred sixteen enlisted men wounded. 



and six men missing in crossing the river. Casualties of 
other regiments were not light. 

Seventh Infantry men were glad to turn over their 
positions to fresh laughing troops of the 36th Infantry 
Division many of whom entered the lines for the first 
time with ample supplies and heavy clothing not know- 
ing what was in store for them. 

The First Battalion Command Post received a direct 
artillery hit at 1630 killing Privates Thomas J. Ander- 
son and Gilbert D. Tomes. Staff Sergeant William A. 
Niemeyer and Private Glen E. Hardeman were wounded. 

Relief for the First Battalion and Third Battalion 
(Company “K“) was commenced early 16 November 
and completed that afternoon. Company “K“ was re- 
lieved during the night and assembled with the two 
battalions in the vicinity of Baja e Latina. On the 17th 
the Second Battalion moved from Riando to the Baja 
e Latina area. 

The Campaign of Southern Italy was over for the 
Seventh Infantry. As far as the “Cotton Balers" were 
concerned the campaign fell into four distinct phases, 
namely. ( 1 ) pursuit action from Montecorvino to the 
Volturno River. (2) the Volturno River crossing in the 
face of a strong well entrenched enemy. (3) pursuit 
action from the Volturno River to the Barbara Line, the 
outer defenses of the German Winter Line hinged on 
Cassino. and (4) assault on the Barbara Line. 

The enemy, a most difficult terrain and miserable 
weather had not stopped the Seventh Infantry in its 
relentless drive, but the troops needed a long rest. The 
accomplishments of the Regiment were not won without 
heavy cost. A total of 278 lost their lives during the 
campaign. 33 were listed as missing in action, 672 were 
wounded in action and 41 were taken prisoners by the 
enemy. The roughest days were 1 3 and 1 6 October 1 943 
when 41 and 47 members, respectively, were killed in 
action. 

While the fight had raged on Mount la Difensa in 
November. 1943. one “Cotton Baler" from Anti-Tank 
Company composed verse which prais^'d the Regiment. 
The poem is here published: 

®® “From the Volturno to the Winter Line”, pp 106-111. 



We left the States a year ago. 

Fcdala saw us land: 

And so when Casablanca fell. 

The Seventh was on hand. 

We marched the highway to Rabat. 

But rest I will assure: 

Was not in line for “Andy’s men,” 

We hit the road — 5 per! 

We bade our Anderson farewell. 

He’d gained the victor’s realm; 

But the mighty Third held true to faith 
With Truscott at the helm. 

Wc drilled and drilled for many days. 

And then we travelled cast: 

But Tunis and Bizarte fell. 

Before wc joined the feast. 

It wasn’t long before we sailed. 

The Mediterranean blue: 

And took the shores of Sicily. 

With colors flying true. 



Willing and Ahh 

We fought our way through rugged hills. 

Wc saw the Jerries flee: 

Then came the great Palermo dash. 

A feat in history. 

'Twas there we gained a breathing spell. 

Then, to the fight again: 

To take the dry and rocky steeps. 

Where others fought in vain. 

The battles raged for many days. 

We conquered hill and vale: 

And took each city in our stride. 

Fill Hitler’s troops turned pale. 

We fought and died as fearless men. 

We went through earthly hell: 

But still we were the front line troops. 
When old Messina fell. 

The Third Division did their share. 

The grand Fifteenth’s “Can do”; 

Were in the thick of many fights. 

But held their motto true. 

Then too, the Valiant Thirtieth, 

Hit twice behind Herr’s line; 

Our Country, not ourselves . ” they cried. 
They’re truly soldiers fine 



'Twas only then we took a rest. 

Which justly we deserved: 

But knew indeed the day would come. 
We’d fight again unswerved. 

The day is here, we’re fighting on. 

We’re now in Italy: 

But you can always count on us. 

Till final victory. 

First Avcllino fell to us. 

As cities met their doom: 

Then soon Volturno’s bed wc crossed. 
And headed on toward Rome. 

And so the battle rages on. 

Our motto still wc cry: 

“Willing and Able” to the last. 

We ll fight on — do or die. 

Just read the history comments and 
I m sure you will agree: 

That there is none which can compare 
With the Seventh Infantry. 



Sgt. Wilmer Feldman. 
Anti-Tank Company. 
7th Infantry. 
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PART FOUR 



The Anzio—Rome Campaign 



CHAPTER I 

Preparation and Planning 



From 18 November to 30 December 1943 the Seventh 
Infantry bivouaced around Baja e Latina, Italy. After a 
few days of rest and recuperation for the men and offic- 
ers who survived the previous campaign, replacements 
refilled the ranks and training schedules were undertaken 
to prepare the Regiment for new combat. As the training 
continued its pace accelerated and the men engaged in 
many night problems, long speed marches and practice 
river crossings. On 28 December the commanding officer 
was notified that the Regiment would participate in 
an amphibious operation known by the code name 
“Shingle", which had been under consideration by higher 
military authorities for some time. 

Training activities in the Baja e Latina area were 
suspended and during the last days of 1943 the Seventh 
Infantry shifted to a new locale, the Piano di Quarto 
area about ten miles northwest of Naples. The new area 
was a great improvement over the muddy flats of Baja 
e Latina, as the ground was sandy and well drained, with 
gravel surfaced connecting roads. A vigorous training 
schedule, calling for a minimum of twelve hours in the 
field and night amphibious exercises, was conducted. 
Physical conditioning was stressed with the speed march 
an important feature of the program. 

The First Battalion was designated as the regimental 
beach assault battalion and trained separately from the 
rest of the regiment in the passage of beach obstacles, 
unloading of both personnel and equipment, combat fir- 
ing and general orientation. Anti-pillbox squads were 
organized in the assault battalion and received special 
training in the reduction of strong points and pillboxes, 
using rifle and hand-grenades, bazookas, pole charges, 
and other expedients. The First Battalion commenced 
its training with a speed march to the beach, followed by 
day and night landings from invasion craft. As a result 
of an unfortunate accident twenty-six enlisted men and 
one member of the Medical Detachment were injured and 
required hospitalization, and replacements were brought 
from the Naples depot. On 5 January, the battalion 
moved five miles to a bivouac area nearer the sea, so that 
less time would be required in marching to and from the 
beach. Troops spent as much time on the water as on 
land, becoming experts at landing under any conceivable 
condition. Beach defenses were constructed by other units 
and the assault troops practiced their destruction by a 
variety of methods. Instruction was given on mines and 
booby traps in an endeavor to hold down casualties from 
those weapons. 

Anti-tank gun crews mounted their weapons on 
specially constructed platforms on DUKWS and fol- 



lowed the foot troops ashore practicing firing from both 
water and land. If Cannon Company divided its time 
between physical conditioning and gun drills. 

The Second and Third Battalions placed more em- 
phasis on the reduction of secondary defenses which they 
might expect to encounter after passing through the 
assault wave and started off with gun drill, speed marches 
and one mile runs, which distance was soon increased to 
two miles. Exercises were conducted in reducing pillboxes 
and storming strong points. A great deal of ammunition 
was expended in simulating combat firing to assure 
accuracy with all weapons. Troops practiced infiltrating 
enemy lines under cover of darkness for the purpose of 
creating confusion in enemy rear areas. Reconnaissance 
had shown that the proposed terrain was suitable for 
enemy employment of armor, and methods were devised 
to combat them successfully with Infantry weapons. 

Service units conducted classes in demolitions, mines 
and booby trap detection, bridge building and organiza- 
tion of beach parties and groups. Plans were made for 
waterproofing vehicles, appointing TQMs, and storing 
equipment. § 

The Regimental S-3, Major Frank C. Sinsel, joined 
a planning board conducted by Fifth Army at Caserta, 
while the Regimental S-2, Captain Lee L. Dymock, pre- 
pared a sand table project of the beach to be assaulted. 
The commanding officer discussed the plans and scheme 
of maneuver with the battalion commanders while brief- 
ing in turn was carried out with smaller unit command- 
ers and responsible non-commissioned officers. A high 
level of security was maintained throughout the training 
and planning period. 

On 9 January, the entire Regiment participated in a 
twenty-five mile tactical march, carrying combat loads 
over terrain similar to that expected in the vicinity of 
the enemy beach. The next day the Regiment prepared 
for a two-day landing exercise. This problem was con- 
ducted to iron out loading details previous to participa- 
tion in the division problem which was to climax the 
training period. Most of the day was required to insure 
that each unit was in its proper station. In the evening, 
the convoy moved out to sea, standing off Coroglio 
Beach early the next morning. Troops swarmed ashore 
in a simulated attack against other division units defend- 
ing the area. As vehicles were not yet waterproofed they 
could not be unloaded under tactical conditions. On the 



^ pUKW was an official Army designation for the lYi -ion amphib- 
ious truck. The popular pronunciation was "duck". 

§ TQM was an Army abbreviation for Transport Quartermaster. 
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cornpletion of the problem, the troops hiked ten miles to 
rheir bit’^ouae area. 

Additional classes were held during the next two days, 
with all units in the field perfecting attack technique, 
SUnd tables were studied by officers and non-com mis- 
sioned officers until all terrain features and landmarks 
were firmly in. mind. Some units organized defenses for 
another regiment’,s landing. Running and speed marches 
continued in the training program. 

Two days prior to the loadtngt vehicles were water- 
proofed and spotted. Trucks were loaded with rations, 
ammunition and equipment, for once abbard they were 
to remain aboard/ following the divisional problem, 
until the actual landing . Vehicles were assembled in the 
vicinity of Baia, Ntssida and Pozzuoli and were put 
aboard one day prior to the loading of the troops. 

On 15 January, a division formation was held for the 
purpose of presenting awards to personnel who had 
distinguished themselves by valor and devotion to doty. 
Troops passed in review before the Commanding Gen- 
eral of the Third Infantry Division, who made an 
address relating to the imminenc conflict. Commending 
the troops for tb^ir past achievements he emphasized that 
the way home lead through all of the Axis capitals. 

From 16 to 18 January 1944. the Regiment partki- 
patea with other division forces in the full scale rehearsal 




Top: Lt(t xo right. Pvt.. Abtahira Nadi<r and Sgi. betnard Nadler, 
brothers 3frving vith Co. their liRhc morut before Iqadina 

on landing craft for the ‘^Webfoot’* play exercise. Bottom : Cbaplaui 
(Cjpt. ) Delmar Oyteada had* * eritb bh a^cofdtan in the Baia 
area on i 6 January* IV44. 



known as the "Wcbfooc'* play exercise carried out on 
the beaches south of Salerno. It followed as closely as 
possible the routine for the actual landings to follow. 
Because of many naval deficiencies in landing the troops, 
faulty command arrangemenrs, and an extremely rough 
sea, the problem could not be carried through to comple- 
tion, and many losses were incurred, especially among 
DUKWS carrying field artUlcty, I05mjm howitzers. 
The conduct of the exercise was a very important part of 
the training program and, as proved later. Wms extrcrUcly 
beneficial to the Navy personnel, who took full advantage 
of the exercise to perfect their technique and correct all 
basic defects. 

The troops of the Regiment returned to Piano di 
Quarto by land in a fleet of trucks assembled fot that 
purpose. The next day,. 19 January, prepararions were 
made for breaking camp. Pyramidal tents were taken 
down, barracks bags assembled for storage and all of tfie 
equipment char the troops were 10 take with them was 
carefully checked. On 20 J an uary> person nel were loaded 
at Baia on LSTs while LCIs were loaded at Pozzuoli. 
Some LCTs and a few LSTs were loaded at Nissida. 
Rear echelon units that remained behind completed 
policing of the bivouac areas. 

PLANS FOR ANZIO-NETTUNO LANDING 

Whilz the Regiment was in bivouac at Baja c Latina 
and trained arduously in the vicinity of Piano di Quarto, 
plans were finally decided upon by higher headquarters 
for the '‘behind -the-lines’* landing to take place shortly 
after 20 January 1944. 

During the latter pan of Novemhei: and the moutb of 
Decembet Allied forces had battered ac the ^ubborn 
defenses hinged on the abbey of Monte Gassino without 
succeeding in effecting a penetration. Cold, rainy weather, 
coupled widi high winds, bad prevented effective employ- 
ment of air forces and reduced activity on the front line 
to a minimum of patrolling, With the accumulation of 
necessary stocks of war materiel and the prospect of more 
favorable weather, the American Fifth Army planned to 
end the stalemate by an “end nm“ and continue the 
advantc northward by an attack by land, sea and air. 

The amphibious landing: planned for the VI American 
Corpif was designed to secure a beachhead about twenty^ 
five miles doe south of Rome, around Anzio and Net- 
tun o, seize the high ground of Colle Lazialc, cut High 
ways 6 and 7, the routes of o^mmunication and supply 
of the German Tenth Army, and trap enemy forces 
holding up the allies before Cassino Major General John 
P. Lucas, commanding VI Chips, at his disposal 
for the landing, the Third lafantxy Division (Rein 
forced ), the 504th Parachute Infamry Regiment, the 
1st, 3rd and 4th Ranger BattalionSs the 509th Parachute 
Infantry Battalion, the First British Division and some 
British Commandos Otfer forces were to eventually 
reinforce the beachhead. 

Plans for the landing called f<^ i% Amerkan Third 
Infantry Division (Rcinfot^d) and one brigade of the 
Brilisb First Division to land north and 

south of Nectuno, haly, with the ternatning elements 
oL the British First Division held in floating reserve 
The Third Infantry Division was to land on “X-fay’' 
beaches sooth of Nertuno whjfe the British First Dmrioo 
was to Utjd on “Peter” beachef north of Anyio (.see 
MapNo.28). 

The mission of the Third Infantry Division was to 
land, destroy enetny beach defenses apd capture an initial 
beachhead extending generally to the line of the Canale 
Mussolini and its northwest branch. The division's left 
boundary was the main highway between Anzio and 
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Albano. The assault plan called for landing of assault 30th Infantries were to advance to the northwest, north 
battalions of all three regiments simultaneously, as well and northeast and clear and occupy the beach-head in 
as a battalion of Rangers just east of Anzio. the Rangers the division sector. The 15th Infantry, on the 30th’s 
to be tactically attached to the division as soon as contact right, was to relieve elements of the 3rd Reconnaissance 
was to be physically established ashore. The mission of Troop on crossings over the Canale Mussolini, protect 
the beach assault battalions was to clear the immediate the right flank of the division and be prepared with 
beach area of enemy defense and enable the follow-up remaining forces to pass to the west behind the 30th and 
battalions to land and pass through toward the regi- 7th Infantries and assist the Rangers in capturing Net- 
mental objectives. The order of landing was to be the tuno. Elements of the 601st Tank Destroyer Battalion 
7th, 30th and 15th Infantry Regiments from left to and 751st Tank Battalion, were attached to the regi- 
right and the assault battalions were the 1st Battalion, ments. to be loaded on LCTs and landed before day- 
7th Infantry. 2nd Battalion. 30th Infantry, and the light. It was believed vital to have powerful support 




3rd Battalion, 1 5th Infantry. The assault battalions had 
objectively trained to attack and destroy pillboxes, forti- 
fications and coast defense weapons, to cross beach wire 
and mine fields. The beach assault battalions were to be 
loaded on LSTs and to disembark and land in LCVPs, 
taking nothing but foot elements ashore. The Third 
Reconnaissance Troop and elements of the Third Pro- 
visional Reconnaissance Troop (MTD) were to land 
with the assault battalion on the right, proceed to cross- 
ings over the Canale Mussolini as far north as Bridge 5, 
blow the bridges and hold the crossings with light forces 
until relieved by the 15th Infantry. 

Following the assault battalions, the other two bat- 
talions of each regiment were to be landed in column 
from LCIs. These follow-up battalions of the 7th and 



and anti-tank weapons ashore before the enemy could 
stage a counter-attack with armored support. The 441st 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery Battalion was likewise to land 
elements from LCTs prior to daylight and provide anti- 
aircraft protection for the beach pending arrival of corps 
anti-aircraft artillery units, after which the 441st Battal- 
ion would resume its normal role of anti-aircraft pro- 
tection for division artillery positions. 

Naval gunfire support from two light cruisers and 
four destroyers was to be available to the division for the 
operation. Shore fire control parties were provided for 
each regiment and a naval liaison officer was attached to 
division artillery to provide naval gunfire support as long 
as it could be used effectively. Alternate channels of com- 
munication were set up to assure good communication 
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in any probable contingency. The navy was prepared to 
fire a preparation in case enemy shore defenses opened on 
our forces prior to the actual landing, however the 
preparation was cancelled during the operation in favor 
of obtaining surprise. Two rocket boats were to accom- 
pany the convoy however and fire rocket barrages on the 
division’s beaches at H-10 minutes. 

Prearranged air photo and armed reconnaissance flights 
were scheduled by the XII Air Support Command to 
cover the beachhead and adjacent areas on D-day and 
some attack aviation was to be available on call for close 
support of the division. Air liaison sets with each regi- 
ment and with division headquarters, under control of 
the division air liaison officer, were provided. The system, 
which was used successfully in Sicily, of launching the 
division’s own artillery cubs from a flight deck on an 
LST was also planned for the operation. Originally the 
504th Parachute Infantry Regiment (Reinforced) was 
to drop a parachute task force thirty-five mintes before 
H-hour, about eight miles north of Anzio, but that 
mission was cancelled and the parachute regiment was 
scheduled to follow the Third Infantry Division land- 
ing, in LCIs, as Corps troops. 

DESCRIPTION OF LANDING BEACH 

The X-Ray beach, arbitrarily divided into two equal 
beaches, is 2860 yards in length and from ten to twenty- 
five yards in width. From information obtained it 
appeared to be entirely satisfactory for personnel, with 
possible exits for armored vehicles. The entire beach was 
suitable for LCVPs with probable places for LCTs and 
LCIs to beach; however, it was believed that pontoons 
would be required for the LSTs. The sand anneared to 
be rough. Immediately to the rear of the ^.cach proper 
a sand dune formation, interspersed with loose boulders 
and rocky out-crops (possibly lava) rose gradually in 
some places, and rather abruptly in others, for two hun- 
dred fifty yards, to a low plateau at road level. The 
terrain lying between the sand dune formation and the 
metalled two-way road, five hundred yards in rear of 
and paralleling the coast was flat. The number of existing 
trails indicated that the ground was firm. The topog- 
raphy of the land did not permit rapid drainage there 
and the naval approach to the beach was not entirely 
satisfactory. A sand bar about one hundred fifty yards 
off shore reached the entire length of the beach with the 
exception of a gap of some four hundred yards, located 
approximately in the center of the beach. It was thought 
the weather might cause considerable shifting of the bar 
but a minimum of six feet of water over the bar was 



expected. Inside the outer bar the approach was unob- 
structed up to a point about fifty yards from the beach 
where another bar reached the entire length of the beach. 
The water depth over the inner bar was about two feet 
and did not deepen inshore of the bar. The composi- 
tion of the sea bottom was not confirmed but was be- 
lieved to be firm. The beach was exposed to both the 
south and west. 

Conclusions drawn from the study were that the 
beaches would be difficult to locate accurately at night, 
that an on-shore wind would make landing operations 
hazardous and that there was a definite, or strong possi- 
bility. that the inner bar, lying fifty yards off shore, 
would not allow the passage of landing craft beyond that 
point. Information concerning the depth of water inside 
the bar indicated the possibility of one hundred fifty 
feet of wading toward the beach in water knee-high and 
in some instances chest-high. The outer sand bar would 
not permit passage of LSTs at night though gaps might 
be found in daylight and passage permitted. Pontoons 
would still be needed, however, because of the poor 
gradient. On either side of the beaches the sea bottom was 
rocky and dangerous for landing craft. It was known 
that adverse weather would cause difficulties in motor 
movement off the road-net over the plateau in rear of the 
beach. 

SEVENTH INFANTRY IS READY TO MAKE 
ITS THIRD AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT 
IN WORLD WAR II 

D-Day was set for 22 January 1944 and 0200 was 
set as the time of H-hour. The Seventh United States 
Infantry was ready for its third amphibious assault 
against a hostile shore in this war. For the “Shingle" 
operation there were many new “Cotton Balers" in the 
forward line of the rifle companies that were to make 
the assaults, but the commanding staffs were practically 
the same as those that operated in Sicily and Southern 
Italy. Colonel Harry B. Sherman, assisted by Lieutenant 
Colonel Roy E. Moore, still directed operations and still 
had Lieutenant Colonels Frank M. Izenour and Everett 
W. Duvall of the famous Izenour-Duvall-Heintges trio 
of commanders. At the close of the Southern Italy or 
Naples-Foggia Campaign Lieutenant Colonel John A. 
Heintges was absent sick and returned too late to assume 
his old command for the “Shingle" operation. Major 
William B. Rosson. former S-3, was to lead the Third 
Battalion. Great changes were to be made in the person- 
nel of the “7th Light Foot" Infantry in the days that 
lay ahead. 



CHAPTER II 

The Landing South of Nettuno, Italy 

22 JANUARY 1944 

Late in the afternoon of 21 January 1944 the invasion On 22 January 1944 with a calm sea and a light wind 
craft bearing the amphibious, web-footed, “Cotton in their favor the “Shingle" assault waves hit the 
Balermen" set sail from the ports of Naples with the beaches on schedule at 0200. The actual landing was 
entire invasion convoy of VI Corps. While at sea the accomplished with great ease and was the easiest one 
weather for D-day was announced by radio from Algiers, participated in by the “Cotton Balermen" during this 
The troops could expect a light wind, no sea swell and a war though some mines were encountered and the Regi- 
light haze with visibility of six miles diminishing to one ment suffered some casualties. 

mile by morning. Air reconnaissance by the XII Air Had it not been for the rocket barrages which were 
Support Command reported that the only craft to be fired ten minutes before H-hour, the enemy would have 
expected between Gaeta and the mouth of the Tiber been caught wholly by surprise. However, as it was, the 
River would be small fishing craft. Germans had very few troops on hand to oppo.se a land- 
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ing in the AnztO'Nextuno and the operation went 
oiT about like a rehearsal. 

I'bc first wav£ of the Seventh Inlantrf*. consisting of 
First Eattaliofl troops, land<^ without much difSeulty 
at Red Beach 2 about three mUes south of Nett «no. The 
Red Battalion troops cleared tl>e beach and 
advanced on for objective '’E’^ At 0240 the Second 
Battalion troops bk the beach and twenty rninutes later 
the Third Battalion troops followed. 

Casualties on D- day for. the Third Infantry Division 
included twelve killed in adion and fifty-six wounded 
in action, a very small number when compared to other 
operations. Surprise of the operation kept the figures 
down. Of the twelve killed in action eight were from 
anti-personnel mines, one from dcowning and three from 
gunshot w*ounds.^ Most of the Thkd Division casual- 
ties Were suffered by the Seventh Infaiitry. A platoon of 
Company ‘"C'" sasrained a boat aeddent while unloading- 
Also troops of the Red Battalion and later some of the 
Blue Battalion encountered a mine field. Ten of the 
twelve dead were ‘Cotton Balmncn/’ The Regiment 
had a total of ten seriously wounded and ukieceea lightly 
wounded that day. 

Pushing forward the troops secured the imtM beach- 
head by 0800 within their zone of aclidn and captured 
the assigned objectives against very light resistance. The 
Red Battalion captured thirty enemy on objective '’E’\ 
A patrol from Company contacted the Rangers in 
Nettuno w'htlc the First Battalion established road blocks 
and put out mines. The Second Battalion established a 
strong defensive position on objective E- 1 with particular 
emphasis to the north and’ northwest defending against 
a possible mechanized counter-attack. Aggressive combat 
patrols to the front brought in sixteen prisoners of war 
while a strong reconnaissance patrol went to objective 
The Third Battalion occupied objective E- 2 and 



cations. Some enemy aircraft appeared over the area with 
one falling into the Third Battalion area. The pilot 
was killed. 

At 1800 the Blue Battalion troops began movmg 
north to an area southwest of Casale Torre Di PadigUonc 
and thirty minutes later the White Battalion troops 
moved for Objective Blue clased in ai\ new 

posit jpn at 2315 while the White forces dosed in on 
objective “D" at 0400. 23 January. Both battalions 
organized strong defensive positiqns to counter any 
enemy attacks. The White Battalion contacted the Btit- 
i$h 24th Brigade on the kf t. At 2000 the Red Battalion 
moved to reserve positions. The Regiment had eStab 
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lished its positions according to plan. During the night 
three friendly vehicles struck mines that had been laid 
by our own troops. 

Early 2a January the enemy had observation planes 
over the beachhead and in early afternoon enemy artillery 
coming from the direction of Cassino began to fall just 
north of the Third Battalion positions, In early after- 
noon a Second Battalion patrol had a skirmish with a 
German tank and fifteen enanv- T wo casualties were 
suffered but the engagement won when the tank 
and enemy withdrew. Xatv in t!>e afternoon the Seventh 
fnfan cry, less the. Third Ba rial ion. reverted to division 
reserve. During the niglR rhefct two battalions moved 
to an assembly area in the vidnity of the T ce CanceUi 
road junction. One platoon of Anti-Tank Company and 
one platoon of Company '‘A^V fiOIst Tauk Destroy ec 
BattaHon, remained at (ached to the Third BartaliOn . 

The other regiments of the div«lon Were as successful 
as tile Seventh infantry in obtaining their objectives on 
0«Day and the fallowing dav; The Third Recon nais 
sance Troop and the Third Reconnaissance Troop 
(MTD) reached and prepared for blowing all bridges 
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along Canale Mowolini from tl>c M*a to bfidge 7. 
Bridges 1, 3. 4. and 5 were blown. Guards were placed 
on aU bridges. The Rangers on th^ kft of the Regime 
and the British brigade on die extreme kft^h 
be<n successful in reaching their pfejecti ves. 

Though f he enemy bad only one andet:^iitrei3gth bac- 
tahon of inftfipr troops on heath to 

Oppose the Third Division landing, his rear non to the 
fanding was swift and every effort was made to nish 
troops to the arva to lUcet the emergency which 
etieii the sakty of the Tenth Army. Rome And its iin *. 
pPrtanl airfields Ax ided by bad west h?f whhh interkred 
with the bombing of his communication lines, the enemy 
wa.s able, with amazing rapidity, to move troops into 
thehne Ekmcius of the Herman Goering Division which 
was spread Ifom Ltftevria ro Pros in otic were the first 



$<;nt contact patrols to the other battalions, the Rangers^ 
parachute infantry troops and the 30ih Infamry. 

The armor of Company ' 'A*\ J3 1 st T ank Batuliqn, 
and Company “A“. 60 1st Tank Destroyct Battalion, 
landed within a short time the fdot ri^ 
to lollow the foot troops in irialiy because of 
terrain strewn with mints fidds, the armor up ppsi- 
tions dose to the beach^ Some hecam® 
and blocked the roads. It was 

and tank do/ers to extricatit them Anti- T ink Convpany 
debarked at 0420 while Can.nor4 Company 
until-in 'rhc arietttObn. '■ ■ ’ ' ' • \ ' 

.As the troops ptisbcd steadily inlanij the . XU Air 
huppptt Command pro vidM^ cover and - the ! 5th Sria . 
legic Air Force stmdc at Cerman rail and rpad co 
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eqcmy elements encountered after D-day oit the Third 
Infantry Division's front. During the first two days 
following Drday, reconnaissance, aati>aitcraff and engi- 
neer battalions of the Herman Goering Division put m 
an appearance, followed by Pander G^nadkr RegitnenU 
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some of the bridges oyer the Canale Mussolini on 23 
January. Enemy crossed the Canal at Bridges 2. 5, 6 and 
7 with strong combat patrols supipor ted by tanks. During 
the evening Third Division forces on the right of the 
Seventh Infantry began attacking these enemy bridge- 
beads which were cleared on the following day. The 
enemy started to harass the beachhead forces with strong 
combat patrols, frequent strafing and bombing raids in 
the beach area. Defensive positions were built by the 
enemy around houses south and west of Cisterna di 
Lircoria. 

Do 24 January il>e Third Battalion held its posidon 
and conducted intensive patrols. One paiiril went m 
search of two enemy artillery pieces which bad been 
reported, and found them destroyed. Contact pattofs 
were itiainCained with the 30th Inrantry at tegular infer 
vals day and night The contact point was in the wiriity 
of Campomorto. One patrol from Company had a 
sharp fight with an enemy patrol about eight hundred 
yards north of Padiglione and captured one prisoner. 
About fifty enemy appeared one thousand yards to the 
battalion s front. Mortar fire wa.s directed on the enemy 
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LIMITED ATTACKS OF 25-28 JAKUARY 

On 25 January the Third Infantry Division put on an 
attack. While the Fourth Ranger Battalion and the Third 
Battalion. Seventh Infantry, advanced and occupied 
defensive positions, the Fir.st Battalion, 30th Infantry, 
the Second BatraUon, I5ch Infantry, and the 504tb 
Parachute Regiment attacked on the right. Heavy resist^ 
ance was encountered by the battalions from the 30tb and 
I 5th Infantries ahout a mile and a half north of the 
Canak Mussolini. 

The Blue Battalion of the Seventh Infantry advanced 
af dawn pn the 25th about one thousand yards and 
occupied its objectives against only light artiHety fire. 
While on outposL near Carano, Private First Class Milo 
V. Bliss of Company *'K" observed the approach of an 
armored half-track vehicle about three hundred yards 
from his position. In order to be certain of a direct hit, 
he left his covered position and moved tvfenty-five yards 
across open, flat terrain to the edgy pf the road, where 
he was exposed to machine gun and machmc pistol fire 
which barely missed him. Just the vehkk came within 
ten yards of him. Private First Gla$.s BJ»s« fired bis rocket 
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gun from a standing position and registered a direct hit 
which halted the vehicle and seriously wounded the 
driver. As a result, other men were able to close in and 
destroy the enemy personnel who had dismounted from 
the vehicle. In subsequent action Private First Class Bliss 
was killed. 2 ’ 

As the left flank of the 30th Infantry was held up by 
the enemy, the Third Battalion was ordered to send one 
reinforced company to the assistance of the Friscan Bat- 
talion to bring more fire on the enemy.t Company “K” 
received the assignment and advanced early in the after- 
noon. In the vicinity of Torre di Padiglione, Company 
“K” dug in and sent a strong patrol to maneuver behind 
the Germans who were holding up the Friscan Battalion. 
Major Rosson and the S-3 of the 30th Infantry decided 
that the patrol was to make an attack in conjunction with 
Company “L" 30th Infantry at 1830 for the Pte Della 
Croceta road junction. The platoon of Company “K" 
succeeded in reaching the road junction where it encoun- 
tered extremely heavy small arms resistance supported by 
tank and flagwagon fire. The fire-fight lasted throughout 
the night. Meanwhile a contact patrol to the 30th 
Infantry Command Post found out that authorities there 
had no information of the battle in progress at the road 
junction. Later a telephone conversation, at 2000, be- 
tween the two regimental command posts revealed that 
the 30th Infantry still had no information in regard to 
the fight. Due to poor radio reception little communica- 
tion was maintained with the platoon during the night. 
Early the next morning. Company “K" launched an 
attack which extricated its platoon and seized the road 
junction. One enemy tank and a half-track were knocked 
out and two enemy taken prisoners. At 0945, 26 Janu- 
ary. the road junction was turned over to Company 
“L”, 30th Infantry. 

An enemy patrol approached and attacked a Company 
“K” outpost the night of 26 January. Private First Class 
John R. Harrington singlchandedly forced back the 
patrol which had opened up with intense machine gun 



and rifle fire. He exposed himself by stepping out into 
the open but fired his rifle with such rapidity and accur- 
acy that he killed one and wounded another of the enemy 
causing the remainder to withdraw.^ 

At 0300, 27 January, the Third Battalion was 
ordered to attack and take Spaccassassi and the road 
southeast to Carano. The battalion, less Company “K ', 
crossed the line of departure at 0530. Company “L" ran 
into a strong enemy outpost at Spaccassassi and after a 
long fight occupied the objective at 1030. Technical 
Sergeant Robert W. Aemmer, who led his platoon in an 
assault on two enemy machine guns performed gallantly. 
The enemy guns were destroyed, five enemy killed and 
two captured.^ The Third Battalion came under heavy 
enemy artillery fire during the afternoon. Private First 
Class Anton V. Costa rescued a wounded comrade dur- 
ing the height of the bombardment.** 

The Regiment, less the Third Battalion which came 
under Third Division control and remained in place, 
moved to a new area in the vicinity of Cle S Antonio. 
The Second Battalion then moved to Borgo Montello 
and established a semi-defensive and semi-assembly area. 
The First Battalion moved to Road Junction 47 and 
Company “G” was detailed to the 15th Infantry to 
guard bridges. After making its move “George" Com- 
pany became involved in a fight. Staflf Sergeant Joseph 
A. Domingo, Jr., located an enemy machine gun which 
was delivering a large volume of fire on his men. Jump- 
ing to his feet Staff Sergeant Domingo fired his “Tommy 
Gun" and advanced on the enemy position shouting for 
his men to follow. He was fatally wounded during the 
fight but his own fire enabled his men to reach a covered 
position from which they gave effective fire and forced 
the enemy to withdraw.® The following morning Com- 
pany “G" rejoined its battalion. t 

The night of 28-29 January, the Third Battalion was 
relieved by the 509th Parachute Battalion and assembled 
northwest of Cle Campomorto. 



CHAPTER III 

Attacks and Counter-Attacks 

30 JANUARY— 5 FEBRUARY 1944 



On 26 January, the British on the extreme left 
repulsed a strong counter-attack by two hundred fifty 
Germans supported by twenty-five tanks. In the action 
on the right the 1 5th and 30th Infantries failed to 
advance but held their ground. A battalion of the 504th 
Parachute Regiment had been attacked during the night 
and withdrew from Borgo Piave. 

The Anzio-Nettuno landings of 22 January were very 
successful and alarmed the enemy, who feared that forces 
confronting the American 5th Army would be attacked 
from their rear or a drive on Rome was in the offing. 
Neither developed because the landing force was insuf- 
ficient in size. Field Marshal Albert Kesselring who com- 
manded the enemy forces in Italy soon discovered that 
the landing force was only a “half measure" and gave 
orders to wipe it out. The Germans would have suc- 
ceeded in doing that had not the initial forces fought 
with great stubbornness and had they not been rein- 
forced. It is believed by the writer that Major General 
John P. Lucas, commanding the VI Corps, gave the 
correct order when he instructed the landing forces to 
dig in during the morning of 22 January and prepare 
defensive positions. The troops could have fanned out 



into the Albano hills and probably even reached Rome 
twenty miles away, but it would have been their doom 
as the Germans were then marshaling forces to attack 

- GO No. 76. HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 20 Apr. ’44. Pfe Bliss was post- 
humously awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

3 GO No. 131, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 27 June '44. Pfe Harrington w’as 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

** GOs No. 34 « 63. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 10 Mar. » 7 Apr. '44. 
T/Sgt. Aemmer Pfe Costa were each awarded the Silver Star 
Medal. 

® GO No. 76. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 20 Apr. ’44. S/Sgt. Domingo 
was posthumously awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

t The 30th Infantry was stationed for a long period at the Presidio, 
San Francisco. California, and was often referred to as San Fran- 
cisco’s own. The 30th Regiment or its units are often referred to 
as "Friscan”. 

i Hereafter in the text the units of the 7th Infantry may often be 
referred to by their code names. The change in designation should 
not confuse the reader if he will remember that the first letter of 
the code name corresponds to the letter designation of the rifle or 
heavy weapons unite; i.e. "Able” equals Company "A". "Baker" 
equals Company "B”. "Charlie” equals Company “C ’’. "Dog ” 
equals Company ‘D”. "Easy” equals Company "E”. "George” 
equals Company "G”, etc. 
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them. II The result of the strategy employed by the 
commanders of both sides and the great struggles fought 
was that the Anzio Beachhead remained a beachhead for 
four months. 

On the third anniversary of the Anzio-Nettuno land- 
ings Daniel De Luce of the Associated Press interviewed 
Field Marshall Albert Kesselring, former commander-in- 
chief of all German forces in Italy, in a special prison 
camp near Marburg, Germany. The field marshal made 
the following statements concerning the bloody battles 
fought on the Anzio Beachhead and also of the strategy 
employed: 

Anzio was the enemy's epic of bravery, just as ruined Cassino 
was ours. During the whole battle of four months, I had losses 
of 40,000 men. Of these, 5,000 were killed. 

I held the hills and you were exposed on the low plain by the 
sea, so your sacrifices were greater. But I can say this, if you had 
never pitted your divisions in the Mediterranean, as at Anzio- 
Nettuno, you would not have won a victory in the west. You 
profited by your experiences. We did not. 

It would have been the Anglo-Americans’ doom to over- 
extend themselves. I was quickly gathering my first five divis- 
ions to attack. The landing force was initially weak, only a 
division or so of Infantry, and without armor. It was a half- 
measure as an offensive that was your basic error. 

I knew something was coming but did not know where. 
Spezia. Genoa. Gaeta. It could have been any of these. The more 
I looked at a map. the more danger spots I saw. But my com- 
manders said, "Der Kessell has made our men alarm weary.” So 
I gave no alarm that night. 

By 10 o’clock in the morning I knew the true venture was 
a feint and that it was of such a modest size that I might proceed 
to wipe it out. I had strong artillery — altogether 500 guns. I 
had two 280mm railway guns, two more that were 240mm, and 
a number of 2 1 0mm batteries. 

The flanks were swamp fields but the main road from 
Campolcone to Anzio offered the possibility for armor. To the 
right I had the Fourth Parachute and the 67th Infantry Divis- 
ions, and in the center and left, the Infantry Lehr Division, the 
Third Panzer Grenadiers, the 362nd Infantry, the 714th 
motorized elements of the Hermann Goering Panzers, and some 
Italian battalions. I had the 29th Panzer Grenadiers and the 
26th Panzers as reserve behind the center. 

Rain made the ground too muddy for effective panzer opera- 
tions. The troops of the Infantry Lehr Division, not up to 
standard because not accustomed to battle conditions, lost their 
poise, broke and fell back when they encountered very stubborn 
enemy resistance. The excellent coordination of the enemy air 
force and naval gunfire with the forces on land created a decisive 
effect. 

We felt we were opposed by equals. Our enemy was of the 
highest quality. (#) 

An official 5th Army publication discloses the aims 
of the Anzio-Nettuno landings and tells of the speed 
with which the enemy acted to check the Allied forces: 

The enemy had reacted quickly to the landing and was becom- 
ing stronger every day. The success of the landing operation and 
the surprise that attended it gave rise to much unfounded opti- 
mism on the part of people who were not fully informed as to 
just what the situation was. It must be remembered that our 
landing was a "calculated risk”. It took into consideration the 
known factors, and it was anticipated that the enemy would 
weaken his southern front in bringing troops up to oppose the 
beachhead. 

Although the German force opposed to our initial landing 
was small, the enemy reacted quickly by rushing troops from 
all directions to meet the grave emergency which confronted 
him. By the end of D-Day (22 January) he had twenty thou- 
sand men to oppose our thirty-six thousand. Our superiority 
was not great enough to warrant a hasty, extensive advance 
inland before we had secured a suitable beachhead. By the end of 
D-plus-3. his number had risen to forty-one thousand while 
we had only fifty-six thousand and the enemy buildup was 
steadily increasing. 

With amazing rapidity, the Germans brought in one division 
from France, one from the Balkans, three from Northern Italy, 
two from the Eighth Army front, but only a division and a half 
from the Fifth Army Southern front. 

Fifth Army’s main front operation during December and 
January had been designed to maneuver the enemy into a posi- 
tion that would permit our forces to cross the Rapido River and 



break into the Liri Valley before the Anzio landings. Bad 
weather and insufficient forces prevented the accomplishment of 
this operation, but our continued offensive effort in the Rapido 
area caused the Germans to reinforce his troops opposing our 
Anzio landings by bringing divisions from other areas rather 
than from the main Fifth Army front. This was a tribute to the 
Fifth Army's offensive spirit. However, the retention of so many 
German divisions on our main front slowed down the Fifth 
Army’s mid winter advanced toward the beachhead.^ 

The VI Corps, after establishing its beachhead and 
reinforcing the initial forces, planned to resume the 
offensive and attack to the north with the mission of 
seizing the Albano-Velletri area and continuing the 
attack to disrupt the enemy’s communications to the 
Fifth Army front. The First British Division in con- 
junction with the First Armored Division was to attack 
along the axis of the Anzio-Albano road and seize the 
high ground in the vicinity of Albano. On the right, the 
Third Infantry Division (Reinforced) was to advance 
to seize Cisterna di Littoria then prepare to continue the 
advance to seize the high ground in the vicinity of Cori 
and Velletri. The time was set for early 30 January. 

The Third Infantry Division (Reinforced) planned 
to send out two Ranger Battalions, the First and Third, 
followed by the Fourth, one hour before H-hour to 
infiltrate into Cisterna di Littoria and seize the place. At 
H-hour the 7th and 15th Infantries were to jump off in 
the attack. The Seventh Infantry was assigned objective 
“A”, northwest of the town on Highway 7, then was to 
be prepared to attack Cisterna di Littoria from the north- 
west or to advance in the other direction on Velletri. 
The 15 th Infantry on the right of the Seventh was to 
advance on objectives southeast of the town on the high- 
way. The 509th Parachute Battalion was to protect the 
flank on the left of the Seventh Infantry while the 504th 
Parachute Regiment was assigned objectives on the divis- 
ion's right and the mission of holding the enemy south- 
east of the Canale Mussolini. The 30th Infantry was to 
be in reserve. H-hour was set for 0200, 30 January. 

The G-2 estimate of the situation of 29 January 1 944, 
was quite inaccurate and did not anticipate the great 
struggles that lay ahead. Accurate information of German 
dispositions and movements was lacking. Due to the 
speed and secrecy of the enemy in bringing up reinforce- 
ments accurate estimation was not made. Because of the 
very light opposition during the first few days it was 
not thought that the enemy could mass enough forces to 
halt a major attack at that time. The estimate as given 
to the troops was as follows: 

The enemy at present disposes Herman Goering Division on 
our right flank and front, and scattering of units from various 
larger formations, probably now under command of Third 
Panzer Grenadiers Division, on our left front. The enemy’s 
attitude on our front is entirely defensive. He has maintained a 
rather loose and poorly organized line of outposts well to the 
east of the Canale Mussolini, south and southwest of Cisterna 
di Littoria, and south of the railroad embankment which runs 
northwest from Cisterna. His patrolling has not been aggressive, 
as it has seldom penetrated to the point of seriously harassing 
our outposts; rather, our patrols have normally contacted 
German security patrols near or within his own outpost line. 
His outpost line of resistance, or defensive line backing up his 

!l Because Major General Lucas was later replaced by Major General 
Lucian K. Truscott as commanding general of the beachhead 
forces, it has been presumed by many that he was replaced because 
he had exercised too much caution on the first days after the land- 
ings. The writer does not know why he was replaced but feels 
that he exercised the correct strategy because his forces were insuf- 
ficient for a drive inland. The commander of the German forces 
believed that the Allies had used the best strategy in consolidating 
their positions and stated that had not the Allies landed at Anzio- 
Nettuno and other places in the Mediterranean they would not have 
won victory in the west. 

J£ New Britain Herald. New Britain, Connecticut. 22 January 1947, 
p. 1 5. 

^ ‘Road to Rome”, Hqs. Fifth Army, pp 27-30. 
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outposts, is believed to lie along the railway track itself, and 
may well be tied in with slight terrain eminences which begin 
to appear to the northeast and north of Cistema. His main line 
of resistance will undoubtedly be found on true high ground to 
the east and west of Velletri. Since we now effectively interdict 
Highway 7 with artillery fire, the Germans would hardly inter- 
pose a main line of resistance on less favorable ground this side 
of Velletri, esp>ecially in view of the fact that he must use all 
available time to complete and man a system of defensive works 
if he is to keep us off the Colli Laziali and Highway 6. 

The enemy’s immediate situation with respect to tanks and 
artillery is not too good, and there have been many evidences 
that he is losing this precious materiel at a much higher rate 
than we: nevertheless, he may be expected to support his ground 
defenses at any point by counter-attacks by small units including 
two or three tanks, and to employ light and heavy anti-tank 
guns, self-propelled artillery and dual-purpose weapons on any 
or all the useable roads now under his control. The enemy’s 
definite superiority of observation must not be overlooked, and 
this superiority will become more marked as we approach the 
Cori-Vcllctri areas. 

The enemy's position regarding reserves is difficult to assess. 
His use of the 356th Fusileer (Ren.) Battalion. 120th Recon- 
naissance Battalion and 26th Reconnaissance Battalion in the 
immediate battle zone indicates that some or all of the 356tb 
Division (L. of C.), 26th and 29th Panzer Grenadier Divis- 
ions may be earmarked for the Anzio-Ncttuno beachhead. To 
date, however, the enemy has fed units into the line piecemeal 




as they have arrived, and there is no definite indication that he 
will depart from this practice by throwing one or more divisions 
entire against our positions in an organized counter-attack. Even 
if he were to do so, it is likely that the division's proximity to 
the line would be discovered by air reconnaissance, prisoner of 
war or civilian reports before the counter-attack itself could be 
delivered. He is known to have in immediate reserve an SS Regi- 
ment in the Velletri area and probably the bulk of a newly- 
formed parachute division (4000-5000 troops) north of Vel- 
letri; it seems likely, however, that the mission of these units is 
to prepare and man defenses on the main line of resistance rather 
than to be used in a counter-attack against the beachhead, as they 
are now actually occupying the ground where he can be expected 
to put up his stifiest defense. 

Two terrain features dominate the field of battle: the Colli 
Laziali and the northern peaks of the Monti Lepini. Controlling 
heights in both cases arc roughly three thousand feet, with the 
Monti Lepini. directly northeast of Cistema being somewhat 
higher. Both these features give excellent observation over the 
Cistema- Velletri area, and the possession of either would enable 



the holder to block trafiic both on Highway 6 and Highway 7. 
Between Colli Laziali and Monti Lepini is a gap about six miles 
wide. The only serious terrain obstacles, besides the hill masses 
themselves, are Lago di Nemi and Lago Albano, occupying 
extinct craters in the southwestern portion of Colli Laziali. 
There should be fairly good standing for vehicles anywhere 
above Cistema after a short dry spell. The road net north of 
Cistema is not nearly so dense as on the flat ground to the south, 
the terrain being broken by many stream lines, but there are 
at least two roads which run through the gap between the two 
hill-masses. 

The quality of troops available to the enemy must be con- 
sidered in discussing his capabilities. While there is no reason to 
minimize the ability of his higher commanders, and the high 
level of training and discipline which are still to be found at 
battalion and company level, there is evidence that platoon and 
squad leadership has begun to deteriorate, and at least in the 
present operation, small enemy groups have not shown the 
excellent soldiery which we have come to expect of the Germans. 
For this reason, our own actions, if carried through with par- 
ticular vigor and firmness, whether in attacking or defending, 
may enable us to attain success which would not have been 
possible against old-type, all-German formations. This same 
fact also bears on the enemy’s ability to counter-attack strongly 
enough to drive us into the sea: to date his containing actions 
and close-in defensive build-up have not been particularly suc- 
cessful. and he may be compelled to feed in forces previously 
intended as a counter-attack force, merely to delay our break- 
through into his main positions. * 

To sum up. it does not now seem probable that the enemy 
will soon deliver a major counter-attack involving units of 
division size; on the other hand, the enemy will probably resort 
to delaying action coupled with small-scale counter-attacks in 
an effort to grind us to a standstill, as on the Cassino Line. 

If he fails to do this on Colli Lazali, he will probably evacuate 
the Cassino position, fight a rear-guard action across the Tiber 
and start over again on a consolidated line across the peninsula.'^ 

TWO RANGER BATTALIONS 
ARE ANNIHILATED 

At 0100. one hour before H-hour on 30 January 
1 944, the First and Third Ranger Battalions crossed 
their line of departure and started moving on their objec- 
tive, Cistema di Littoria. Initially no opposition was 
encountered and it was thought that matters would go 
well. At 0200. H-hour, the 7th and 15th Infantries and 
the Fourth Ranger Battalion crossed the line of departure 
and advanced on their objectives. 

The enemy, anticipating an attack on Cistema di Lit- 
toria, had the preceding night, unknown to the Ameri- 
cans. reinforced his numbers in and around the town. 
The infiltration of the two Ranger battalions became 
known to the enemy and he allowed it to continue during 
the hours of darkness until practically the entire force 
had entered the triangular area just south of Cistema di 
Littoria with the lead elements in the town itself. The 
zone had been completely surrounded by the Germans 
and commanded by their weapons. Suddenly concen- 
trated hostile fire was delivered on the exposed Rangers 
who were taken completely by surprise. Those outside 
the town were without cover, concealment or even escape, 
for the terrain, typical of the entire beachhead, was flat, 
barren, farmland. The Germans lost no time in closing 
the trap they had so beautifully laid and in the course 
of eleven hours or less proceeded to annihilate the hapless 
Rangers. 

Communication with the two leading Ranger Battal- 
ions was non-existent for more than seven hours after 
their jump-off. The commanding officer of the Ranger 
force. Colonel William O. Darby, and the commanding 
general of the Third Infantry Division, Major General 
Lucian K. Truscott. were then uninformed of the true 
situation. 

At 0235 machine gun and machine pistol fire were 
heard but it was not certain if it came from in front of 
the Rangers or the First Battalion. 1 5th Infantry. 

7 Annex 2. FO 3, Hq. 3d Inf. Div., 29 Jan. 1944. 
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At 0340 Third Division Headquarters received a and do what is best. . . , You're there and I'm here, 
>oit from Coionel Darby‘> beadquwetf that the unfortunatcly.andTcan't beIpyott» hutwhatevtr hap- 
lurth Ranger BattaHon wai mming 1^0 pens. God bless you. , 

action north of the line of depattate. No word bad Colonel Darby then spoke to tbie a^mmanding general 
rn received from the Fit^ and Third Ranger Battalions, of the Third Infantry Uivtston and said, “They came 
Regular reports were sent to Third Division Head- and got them at the last mmute. My old sergeant xriajof 
artm from Colonel Darby's headquarteis at 0415, stayed with the last ten men. Ir apparently was too much 
50, and, 0610. Each time it was reported 1 hat the for them. ' 

urih Rangers were meeting tougher resistance and: that ^ later, information as to how the Germans 

ere was no news of the First and Third Rangers who. destroyed the once proud Ranger battalions was secured 
angely enough, were believed to be doing w^ell. from a prisoner of war. a lieutenant of the German Hth 

At 083^ the rcal^ituation became known. A radio call Company, Parachute Training Regiment, He stated that 

the Rangers bad gotten into Cisterna di Littoria and 
tl>at |he German.9 then counter-attacked down the road 
from the northeast. He admitted that bis company and 
troops of the Herman Goering Division were present and 
the troops u.sed were motorized, in addition to having 
wagons, neblewetfers and anti-tank guns 
which were employed as Infantry support weapons. The 
Rangers were forced to withdraw south and southwest, 
The Germans fanned out on the roads south of Ci.sterna 
di Littoria and then cut cross-country on unimproved 
roads. One segment after another was cut off. The Ger- 
man lieutenant stated that he was present when the 
American prisoner of war count was taken and that there 
were nine hundred American Rangers held by the Geh 
mans. Actual wounded and killed casualties then were 
not very heavy. The interrogatot expressed skepticism 
(of tbc casualty report) and suggested that the Ger- 
mains fired compressed air grenades from their ncblewer- 
ferj^. The German admitted that the neblewetfers had 
been fired but said he did not know what type of 
ammunition had been used.* 

But eight members of the two assault Ranger battal- 
ions escaped from the trap* Some had been ktlRd and 
wounded but the bulk of the two battaJicm^ was, iOrce 
to surrender to enemy when the members saw the 
sit uation was hopeless. 

SEVENTH INFANTRY BECOMES LOCKED 
m A BITTER STRUGGLE 

While the Ranger battalions were being destroyed, tlitr 
Seventh Infantry became involved in a fight that was 
to last four days and be the toughest engagement the 
"Cotton Bakrmcn" had yet encountered in this war. 
Initially only one battalion was committed, hut by the 



wounded and unable to cbmni^d, Golonel Darby 
ordered the Fourth Rangers to drive on to the rescue. 
The Germans did not intend to lose their prize, however. 
Thc Foucth Ra tigers, already in serious ttoubler never 
rfached their comrades. The enemy poured heavy rbn - 
centra dons of automatic fire into the Poarth Rangers 
from both fianks and they bad to fight for their; own 
lives, let alone rescue anyone else. Arraor^ rushing to the 
rescue, encountered strong blocks, then maneuvered to 



KILLED !N ACTION 

Sir of 4.2 “Coiion Balers” who sacrificed ibeir lin* on )0 Jairoary 
1944. CD Pfe Edward G. Campbell. C,o- ”C\ ( 2) T/S«t. Jaraes 
W. CowUog, Co. ‘*C”. (31) pvt. Rosscl) C. Gaosalllss, Co. 

(4 ) Pfe Xamw V. Viola. Co. (5) 2 Lr. Airis W. Weahlfy, 

Co. t6| Pvt. Robert Lee Weaver,' Co. 



end of the day 
conflict. 

The First Battalion commanded by Lieutenant 
Golond Frank M- Izcnour jumped off at 0200 to infiL 
trace to its objective northwest of Cisterna di Littoria. 
The same tactics were used as was planned for the Ran 
crs. Almost immediately the Red troops ran into machine 
gun fire and Were temporarily held up. Ais Company 
“ A" was being harassed by heavy machine guo fire, Ser- 
geant Lawrence E. Knox voluntarily led his platoon one 
hondnfd twenty-five yards, to within fifty yards of an 
enemy gun in an attempt to knock it out. In a fire fight 
that lasted one hour, he constantly exposed him ^ If as 
he ran from man to man deploying them and building 
an cff>h:riv€ base of w'hk finally forced the enemy 
to withdraw. Just before the enemy gun was silenced. 
Sergeant Knox sMffered wounds about the eye- wfiich 
subsequently caused its loBs.^* 



all three had been thrown into 



outflanK them, bur ran into heavy German artillery fire 
and minefields. Losses were sustained and the atm or ne ver 
got through. With no help the outcome was mcvi tabic 
though a battle ensued fCom early morn ing till midday 
At: 1215 that day Golonel Darby talked by radio with 
bis old sergeant major who was in Cisterna di Littoria 
with the beleaguered remnants of the once two fine bat- 
talions of Rangers. It was the last conversation: held with 
any American in the town and the record of it tells more 
than anyone can describe. 

Sergeant Major: “Nobody is giving up." 

Colonel Darby: “Shoot them if they come any closer 
. - . Issue some orders but don't let il>c boys give up, 

. Who's walking in With their h^nds up? Don't let 
tliem do itt Get the officers to shoot. , . . Don’t let them 
do it. , , Do that before you give op. . , Get the old 

men together and lam for it , . . \Ve re tpmtng throughv 
. . . Hang on to this radio unrik the minute. . . . 
How many men, are still, with you- . . your head 



^ Lfttvr Re|K!rt lof Ipt Oi^s ic« CG 

CasuAititti iS6l5, Ranger Force toT pccFcfd: 
1944/’ 6 

^ CO Nq 175. 3d J uL Div. 8 Aug, 44 

the Silver 5l»r Medal. 
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The Red Battalion pushed on, then became tempor- 
arily stalled in the vicinity of the road junction north- 
west of Cle Pratone at 0400, receiving heavy enemy fire 
from artillery, mortars, tanks and automatic weapons. 
Company “B” suffered heavy casualties and became dis- 
organized. Despite the heavy fire. Sergeant William W. 
Mehl led his light machine gun section from the compara- 
tive safety of a ditch to an effective but exposed firing 
position, in order to engage two enemy machine guns. 
Although a third of his section became casualties and 
one of his guns was destroyed, Sergeant Mehl directed 
such accurate fire that both enemy weapons were silenced. 
Private Jesse A. Dean and four other men volunteered to 
relieve pressure preventing reorganization of the com- 
pany. Despite enemy machine gun fire from a flanking 
position four hundred yards away that killed his four 
companions, Private Dean crawled fifty yards more to 
the crest of a small knoll and took cover in a shell hole. 
He then spotted four Germans seventy-five yards Sway 
putting a machine gun into action and quickly killed 
them all with accurate fire from his M-1 rifle. Although 
enemy artillery shells landed close to his position Private 
Dean continued firing at other enemy positions until he 
emptied one bandolier and one belt of ammunition. Com- 
pany "B" succeeded finally in setting up strong defensive 
positions and repelled an enemy counter-attack.^® 

Driving on through artillery fire, the First Battalion 
reached the thirty-one grid line at about 0500 and be- 
came heavily engaged in a machine gun and small arms 
fight as the enemy prepared to counter-attack. 

At that time, Sergeant Robert A. White of Headquar- 
ters Company First Battalion acted without orders and 
crawled fifty yards down a draw in an effort to destroy 
one of the machine guns which had temporarily halted 
the advance. Although he was subjected to intense 
machine gun fire which barely missed him, he never- 
theless made his way to a point within thirty yards of the 
enemy weapon and dispatched the crew with his rifle. 
The daring action took nearly forty minutes to accom- 
plish and was a major factor in enabling the battalion 
to advance.” 

Captain Kenneth W. Wallace of Company “A", who 
knocked out an enemy machine gun crew with bursts of 
fire from his “Tommy Gun”, and Technical Sergeant 
James H. Crawford of Company “D“, who mustered a 
machine gun squad and several riflemen and led them 
one hundred yards over the flat and open terrain to 
bolster the battalion's vulnerable flank were two others 
of the many “Cotton Balers” who performed gallantly 
that day. They were both wounded in the action.*- 

During the early morning darkness small elements of 
the First Battalion penetrated the enemy’s lines and 
eventually united. A group of about forty in number 
which included First Lieutenant Edward V. Busby. 
Second Lieutenant Charles W. VanScoyoc, First Ser- 
geant Cole L. Miller, Corporal Quenton E. Thomas and 
Private First Class Dorsey Frazee found itself behind the 
enemy’s lines at dawn, and it was not until the following 
night that the group, after splitting into two sections, 
successfully returned to friendly lines. Many narrow 
escapes were experienced and a total of nine enemy 
machine gun nests and mortar emplacements had to be 
eliminated before the members effected their return. 

The enemy and the Red Battalion continued to throw 
everything they had at each other and progress was slow 
for the “Cotton Balermen” against the strong opposi- 
tion. The Regimental Commander endeavored to get 
the armor up to support the attacking battalion and give 
it added defense against counter-attacks as well as extra 
power in the attack. Reconnaissance by officers of the 
751st Tank Battalion, however, reported it impossible 
to advance armor over the existing roads and terrain. 



To relieve the pressure against the First Battalion. 
Colonel Sherman committed the Second Battalion and 
ordered the tanks and tank destroyers to get up behind the 
troops. The artillery and chemical mortars laid in pre- 
paratory barrages, following which, the White Battalion, 
under Lieutenant Colonel Everett W. Duvall, attacked at 
1045 to the northeast parallel to the Cisterna di Littoria 
road and headed for Hill 83. The battalion advanced 
satisfactorily until shortly after noon time when it was 
hit by a terriflic concentration of artillery, and counter- 
attacked by German Infantry. The White Battalion 
troops were driven back to the stream where they sought 
to reorganize and hold. 

Sergeant Elbert Hudspeth and Private First Class 
Paul Anderson, both of Company “H”, were two of 
several soldiers who remained at their posts and covered 
the withdrawal. Sergeant Hudspeth crawled to a firing 
position and for fifteen minutes pumped round after 
round into enemy ranks but seventy yards away. His 
bold action so distracted the enemy that they were staved 
off until his comrades improved their positions. Private 
First Class Anderson remained at his machine gun and 
for two hours singlehandedly engaged a large group of 
Germans and silenced one enemy machine gun. Private 
Lewis O. Lowery, though suffering from five fragment 
wounds, kept carrying ammunition to the gunners of 
automatic rifles and machine guns when other bearers 
were wounded and removed from the fight*® 

Throughout the remainder of the day the White Bat- 
talion received artillery, mortar, small arms and machine 
gun fire. Casualties were heavy and nearly all cases had 
to be hand carried to the rear after nightfall. 

As the Second Battalion failed to relieve any of the 
pressure and instead suffered a setback, the fight of the 
First Battalion carried on into the afternoon with the 
troops catching it from the front and flanks. The enemy 
increased his fire from artillery, tanks, self-propelled guns 
and automatic weapons, inflicting many casualties. At 
1705 the Germans launched another counter-attack 
which was repulsed after a hard fight. 

Early in the morning of 30 January the great leader 
of the First Battalion. Lieutenant Colonel Frank M. 
Izenour, was seriously wounded but held on throughout 
the day and maintained control. His executive officer. 
Lieutenant Colonel James E. Breth. was also wounded. 
In the evening of that day Major Frank C. Sinsel, the 
Regimental S-3, and Major Lloyd B. Ramsay, who was 
sent up from Third Division Headquarters, relieved the 
two wounded colonels of their duties and had them 
evacuated to the rear. Captain Jack M. Duncan assumed 
the duties of S-3. 

Company “G” of the 30th Infantry had attacked to 
the left of the First Battalion at 1 5 1 5 on 30 January in 
an attempt to relieve the pressure on the Red Battalion 
but failed in that mission. At 2000 the Friscan company 
was over fifteen hundred yards west of the First Battal- 
ion’s westernmost elements. 

With his First Battalion fighting its heart out, his 
Second Battalion rocked back on its heels and also battl- 
ing for life. Colonel Sherman had been forced to commit 
his reserve battalion, the Third, on 30 January and to 
continue the battle with every unit at his disposal. 

10 GOs No. 161 189, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 18 July « 10 Sept. *44. 

Sgt. Mehl y Pvt. Dean were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
GO No. 106, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 8 June '44. Sgt. White was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

12 GOs No. 158 y 206. HQ, 3d Inf. Div.. 18 July » 2 Oct. '44. 
Capt. Wallace T/Sgt. Crawford were each awarded the Silver 
Star Medal, 

13 GOs No. 51. 215 « 295, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 3 Apr, & 8 Oct. 
'44 y 9 Aug. '45. Sgt. Hudspeth, Pfe Anderson ^ Pvt. Lowery 
were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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The Third Battalion, commanded by Major William 
B. Rosson. attacked for Ponte Rotto Road Junction, at 
1645, 30 January, following a half hour artillery and 
mortar concentration. Withering machine gun fire was 
encountered from both flanks as the troops advanced. 
During the advance of the Third Battalion, First Lieu- 
tenant Frederick J. Phillips, Private First Class Arthur 
J. Costa and Private First Class Elaon O. Meredith, all 
of Company “M ”, helped pave the way for the rifle 
troops by repairing communications and bringing accur- 
ate fire on the enemy and thereby contributed to the des- 
struction of enemy strongpoints.^'* 

Some enemy of the 356th Reconnaissance Battalion 
were taken prisoners and gave the information that a 
counter-attack was to be launched that night from 
Bridges 12 and 13. Cannon and Anti-Tank Companies 
reconnoitered forward positions and shortly after dark 
were moved into them to support the rifle troops. 

The Third Battalion captured the road junction, 
advanced two hundred yards beyond and cleared out two 
more machine gun nests. Progress was slow but the Blue 
Battalion troops kept pushing for the objectives near 
Ponte Rotto. At about 2200 that night Staff Sergeant 
Warren B. Williams of Company ”1” disregarded a 
painful neck wound and remained standing after others 
in his platoon took cover. Using his sub-machine gun 
he shot it out at twenty yards distance with a German 
soldier armed with a machine pistol and succeeded in 
wounding the enemy and putting him out of action.^"' 
At 2305 strong determined resistance was encountered 
and the Third Battalion was engaged in the toughest 
night fight it had yet encountered in this conflict. Burn- 
ing hay stacks illuminated the area and exposed the 
troops. 

Captain Glen E. Rathbun, First Lieutenants Lucius S. 
Davis. Frederick J. Phillips and John S. Raney, all of 
Company ”M”, employed the machine gun and mortar 
sections of the heavy weapons company so effectively 
that five machine guns were destroyed and heavy casual- 
ties were inflicted on the Germans. First Lieutenant 
Raney, who was killed in subsequent action, killed two 
Germans with pistol fire in a close-in engagement. 

The Third Battalion staged a brilliant fight through- 
out the night under the leadership of Major William B. 
Rosson. At 0100 hours when Company ”L” was dis- 
organized and temporarily halted by severe machine gun 
and rifle fire and was silhouetted in the light of several 
burning haystacks he ran forward and reorganized the 
two foremost platoons and directed their combined fire- 
power very effectively. The advance was pressed until the 
assault company was ambushed by a large enemy force. 
Major Rosson then made a reconnaissance and maneuv- 
ered Company ”K” so successfully that the enemy 
ambushing force was flanked and routed and the battalion 
secured the Regiment’s right flank and captured its objec- 
tives which included Hill 83. 

During the attack of Company ”K” at about 0200 
hours near Ponte Rotto. sudden and severe machine gun 
fire from fifteen to twenty-five yards range isolated a 
squad of eight men and caused several casualties among 
the rest of the company. While Staff Sergeant Howard 
L. Patterson led a squad in a flanking maneuver to within 
twenty-five yards of the enemy. First Lieutenant Clifford 
G. Gordon rushed the enemy machine guns and destroyed 
one with a hand grenade. The rapid action resulted in the 
killing of one three-man machine gun crew. Two enemy 
armed with machine pistols, and a second machine gun 
crew, were forced to flee. In subsequent action, Lieutenant 
Gordon was killed.^' 

The Germans had fortified the houses, barns and even 
the haystacks while their other positions were uniformly 
dug-in. Captain Frank Petruzel and Technical Sergeant 



Garlin M. Connor led assault groups on strongly fortified 
houses which blocked the advance of Company ”K”. 
Four men had been previously wounded by fire from the 
houses. Taking a bazooka team and two rifle grenadiers 
with him Technical Sergeant Connor led his group across 
fifty yards of the exposed terrain and openly directed 
effective fire on the enemy. Result of the concerted 
action was that one machine gun and two machine pistols 
were silenced and the crew of a fourth automatic weapon 
routed. Company ”K” continued its advance. 

Other members of Company ”K” performed gallantly. 
Private First Class Andy S. Barko, who was killed in 
subsequent action, and Private First Class Sterling Reno 
destroyed an enemy half-track motorcycle, containing 
six Germans, with “Molotov Cocktails” and rocket gun 
fire. First Lieutenant Paul V. McGhan, the weapons 
platoon leader effected a reorganization once of the com- 
pany’s left flank and was instrumental in the success of 
the company. Private First Class James H. Rosloof kept 
his machine gun in action against the enemy and won 
numerous fire fights.^® 

SERGEANT TRUMAN O. OLSON PERFORMS 
CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY AND 
SACRIFICES HIS LIFE 

At 0045, 31 January, the Red Battalion was the 
target for still another counter-attack coming from the 
north and northeast. The attack was heavier than the 
preceding one. The enemy used mortar and small arms 
fire and tried to infiltrate through the “Cotton Baler” 
positions. The fight was continuous throughout the 
night with heavy losses sustained by both sides. With 
no thought of surrender or relaxation against the enemy, 
the Red Battalion troops lived up to the finest traditions 
of the “Cotton Baler” Regiment. It was kill or be killed 
and the feats of heroism performed at the risk of life 
above and beyond the call of duty will always be remem- 
bered and revered. 

Sergeant Truman O. Olson, a light machine gunner 
of Company “B”, elected to sacrifice his life to save his 
company from annihilation. 

That night, following almost sixteen hours of con- 
tinuous assault on the entrenched enemy positions in 
the course of which over one-third of Company “B” 
became casualties, the survivors of the company under 
the command of First Lieutenant Jon Capron, dug-in 
behind a horseshoe elevation. This placed Sergeant Olson 
and his crew with the one available machine gun then 
in the company, forward of their lines and in an exposed 
position to bear the brunt of the German attacks. 
Although he had been fighting without respite since the 
original jump-off. Sergeant Olson stuck grimly to his 
post all night while his six-man gun crew was cut down 
one by one, by the accurate and overwhelming enemy 



1* GOs 34 « 38, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 10 « 17 Mar. ’44. 1 Lt. 
Phillips, Pfe Costa ^ Pfe Meredith were each awarded the Silver 
Star Medal. 

GO No. 39. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 20 Mar. ’44. S/Sgt. Williams 
was awarded the 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star Medal. 

I'i GOs No. 101, 118. 125 » 143. HQ, 3d Inf. Div.. 7. 14. 18 
B 28 June '44. Capt. Rathbun, 1 Lt. Davis, 1 Lt. Raney (post- 
humously) were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

17 GOs No. 101 0 185, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 7 June « 3 Sept. ’44. 
1 Lt. Gordon (posthumously) S/Sgt. Patterson were each 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

18 GOs No. 38 » 87, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 17 Mar. « 7 May ’44. 
Capt. Petruzel T/Sgt. Connor were each awarded the 1st Oak 
Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star Medal. 

GOs No. 34. 39. 41 0 76. HQ, 3d Inf. Div.. 10, 20 « 23 Mar. 

20 Apr. ’44. 1 Lt. McGhan. Pfe Barko (posthumously), Pfe 
Reno Pfe Rosloof were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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fire. Weary from over twenty-four hours of continuous 
battle and suffering from a leg wound, received during 
the night engagement. Sergeant Olson manned his gun 
alone, meeting the full force of an all-out enemy assault 
by approximately two hundred Infantrymen, supported 
by mortar and machine gun fire, which the Germans 
launched at daybreak on the morning of 3 1 January. 
After thirty more minutes of fighting. Sergeant Olson 
was mortally wounded, yet knowing that only his 
weapon stood between his company and complete de- 
struction. he refused evacuation. For an hour and a half 
after receiving his second and fatal wound, he continued 
to fire his machine gun, killing at least twenty of the 
enemy, wounding many more, and forcing the assaulting 
Germans to withdraw. 

Technical Sergeant John H. Earl brought the Medics 
to Sergeant Olson and later said: *‘He had serious shell 
fragment wounds in his back and left leg and was just 
about done for when we arrived to evacuate him. His 
wounds were so severe that he died while being carried 
to the rear. It is only because he carried on when he knew 
that his life was slowly ebbing away from his grievous 
wounds that others of us are alive today." 

Corporal Elmer Angel described the carnage wreaked 
in the area by Sergeant Olson. "Dead enemy were lying 
everywhere." he said. Sergeant Olson had personally 
killed at least twenty and wounded many more. He 
had fired all but fifty rounds of thirteen chests (250 
rounds per chest) of machine gun ammunition." 

For his conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity. Ser- 
geant Truman O. Olson was posthumously awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor, the second to be awarded 
to a "Cotton Balerman" in this Second World War.-® 

When First Sergeant John H. Mayo of Company "B" 
was killed in action, Sergeant Merrill L. Busk assumed 
his duties and helped reorganize the company under fire. 
In preparation for continuation of the attack. Sergeant 
Busk crawled from man to man with bullets barely miss- 
ing him on numerous occasions. In the assault, during 
which he was wounded. Sergeant Busk moved forward 
aggressively setting an example for others in the 
company. 

During the attack as the enemy machine gun and rifle 
fire inflicted severe casualties on the battalion. Second 
Lieutenant Norris M. Teague of Company "B" exposed 
himself to the constant fire, rallied a sizeable striking 
force and rushed forward, leading his men to a small 
knoll fifty yards from the enemy. The position was 
important in repelling the enemy counter-attack.-^ 

During the night the Blue Battalion was continuously 
in contact with the enemy receiving machine gun and 
small arms fire with intermittent artillery and tank fire. 
At 0500, 31 January the Battation encountered strong, 
determined resistance. 

Staff Sergeant Nicholas F. Valentino of Company 
"M" displayed extraordinary heroism that day. He 
seized a heavy machine gun, together with its tripod and 
box of ammunition, and carried it forward one hundred 
yards through intense 77mm, machine gun and machine 
pistol fire which had halted the advance of his battalion. 
Staggering under his one hundred twelve pound load, 
Staff Sergeant Valentino reached a point within seventy- 
five yards of the enemy, Although he was fatally 
wounded as he put his weapon into position, he never- 
theless engaged the enemy as his life ebbed away, and 
succeeded in killing six of them. Then, intent on support- 
ing his battalion to the very last, he shifted his fire to an 
enemy-held house three hundred yards away, delivering 
effective fire until his death two minutes later. 

Second Lieutenant Herbert R. Gilman of Company 
“M" was fatally wounded by mortar fire after he and 
an assistant had retrieved a heavy machine gun tripod 



and forced fourteen enemy to surrender. In spite of his 
fatal wounds the lieutenant was able to get his assistant 
to safety and place the prisoners under guard. -- 

At about 0530, the Third Battalion was on its objec- 
tive, Hill 83. Many enemy had been killed, twenty-five 
taken prisoners, six machine guns, one 75mm gun, 
twenty-five rifles and large amounts of ammunition cap- 
tured. Receiving fire from three sides, the battalion dug-in 
and fought the enemy who blew the bridge in Ponte 
Rotto. 

The Third Battalion was ordered to stay where it was 
and take up defensive positions. The advance of the 
battalion against very stiff opposition at night was an 
outstanding accomplishment. For their extraordinary 
heroism that night Staff Sergeant Valentino, posthum- 
ously, and Major Rosson were each awarded the Dis- 
tinguished Service Cross.^ Heavy enemy artillery fire 
fell on the battalion and disrupted all communication. 
Second Lieutenant Edwin G. Johnson and Private First 
Class Robert D. Maxwell, who was wounded, restored 
vital communications.-^ 

During the night of 30-31 January, the Second Bat- 
talion moved to the road junction northwest of Pratone 
and took up defensive positions. During midmorning on 
the 31st. Companies "G" and "H" had several fights 
with isolated groups of enemy that had been by-passed 
during the night by the Red and Blue Battalions. Early 
in the afternoon. Company "G" attacked between the 
First and Third Battalions to bridge the gap that existed 
and to clear out all enemy sniper action. 

FIRST BATTALION RESUMES THE ATTACK 
31 JANUARY 

In spite of all it had been through, the Red Battalion 
continued the offensive and attacked at 1400 on the 31st. 
With determination to achieve the objective, the troops 
advanced in the face of withering fire laid down by the 
enemy. It is impossible to understand how anything that 
moved could survive through that fire. Firing their 
weapons while running in a half-crouched manner, at 
times creeping and crawling in the slimy ooze that made 
them blend indistinguishably with the surrounding ter- 
rain. the advance elements overran two enemy 105s in 
the orchard that was to become famous. A group of men 
under the command of Captain William B. Athas of 
Company "D" turned the weapon around and used it 
to good effect on the enemy. Shortly thereafter the Red 
Battalion assault troops crossed the railroad tracks north- 
west of Cisterna di Littoria, an outstanding accomplish- 
ment that day that was not to be repeated until four 
months had passed. This was the farthest advance made 
by any unit on the beachhead during the attacks of 30-3 1 
January 1944. and testifies to the superb fighting ability 
of the "Cotton Baler" troops. After reaching that ex- 
posed position, the battalion stuck out like a sore thumb 
and was counterattacked from the rear. As the First Bat- 
talion troops fought fiercely to beat off the enemy, the 
Second Battalion moved up behind the First and estab- 
lished contact near midnight with First Battalion Head- 
quarters Company. 

The Red Battalion troops fought with grim determi- 
nation against enemy on all sides. The spirit of Sergeant 

20 For authority see GO 6 War Dept., Wash. D. C.. 2*4 Jan. 1945. 

21 GO No. 125, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 18 June ’44. 2 Lt. Teague 
Sgt. Busk were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

22 GO No. 41, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 23 Mar, '44. 2 Lt. Gilman was 
posthumously awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

23 For authority sec GO 129 Hq. 5th Army 30 July 1944 and 
GO 1 1 0 Hq. 7th Army 1 7 Nov. 1944. 

24 GOs No. 38 » 41, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 17 B 23 Mar. ’44. 2 Lt. 
Johnson Pfe Maxwell were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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Olson, and others who had died with him, kepi the 
survivors fighting on to death rai her than to pur up the 
white flag. 

At 0140, 1 February. thivSec-ond Battalion reported 
back to the Regimental Command PoM that it was not 
in conuci with the Red Battalioa'st rife companies, and, 
only parts of the First Batulionn Headquarters Company 
and Company “D" were left. At 0510, the Second Bat- 
talion reported receiving small arms .fire from the left 
flank accompanied by flares. Telephonic communication 
did not exist between the two battal ions during the 
night because of a scarcity of wire. Thirty -five min- 
utes later another report came bad> from the White 
Baitalion that the First had only one hundred twenty men 
left ami that the whereabout of tile rifle companies was 
unknown. These reports gave rise fo fears that the First 
Battalioir rifle companies were no longer in existence, 
bur. this Was not true as later iound out. Having been cut 
to rtbborvs and torn to bloody fragments the rifle com- 
panies still existed, though with an average strength of 
twenty effectives. How even these W.erv aWe to siif- 
vive can never be lull v told. Tfeir ton and bravery 
in the face of almost certain death is unsurpassed in the 
bloody sacrifices made by "Corton Balermen’' down 
through the years. There was fear of another enemy 
counter-attack that night. The Second Battalion got set 
for it while Anti-Tank Company brought mines for- 
ward and Cannon Company took up firing positions. 
Brigadier General John \V. O’ Dan id visited the com- 
mand post at 1638 and issued the order from the com- 
manding general. Major General Lucian K. Truscott, 
Jr., to pull the Fitst BamliOn, ot what wa^ Igft of iL 
back from the vxppscd salkpc it occ^ Two minutes 
later the eommanding gener^^ called the command post 
by phone and discussed the situaiion. At 1645 com- 
munication from tfe l^rSt Battalicn came in giving the 
effective strength of Company ‘"A'/ had 

only eighteen men. Company *'B” two officers and 
twenty-three men. Company “C’ two officers and sixteen 



men. Company "D” one officer and thirty men, Head- 
quarters Company four officers and thirty men, a total 
of nine officers and 1 17 men for the battalion remaining 
of the more than 800 who launched the attack early 
30 January. How'evcf the Second Battalion reported 
twenty-five or more men from the Red Battalion located 
in its area. The First Battalion troops held in place then 
and after being relieved by White Battalion troops, with 
drew to regimental rcset^^e posiftociy behind the Second 
Battalion. ; 

Though the Red BaitalicKi troops suffered many 
casualties they bad taken a terrific h?!! from the enemy 
It is estimated that two hundred of the best German 
soldiers were killed by the First Battalion in one after- 
noon aJonc, Reports say the enemy bodies were piled am: 
on another in some areas. 

Many feats of heroism, besides those already rc- 
CDU need, were performed on the field of battle during 
those last two days of January 1 944, 'Wlicn Major Frai^k 
C. Sinsel took over command of the First Battalion it 
bad been reduced from over eight hundred to two 
hundred forty-two officers and men. He reorganized it 
while under fire and led his men in a resumption of the 
attack Exposing himself fearlessly to small arms fire at 
point blank range, and devastating shell fire which ih* 
flicted many casualties among his men; Major SioSel 
directed the fire of supporting armor on enemy mathine 
gun-s, destroying many of them and thus faclhtated the 
battalion’s advance. During the attack. bccaui»c of the 
shortage of officers, Majctr Sinsel moved 
to company ibrongh intense machine ^un and rife fire, 
w^hich killed and wounded men at hiv very side, direcUng 
the movements forward and encouraging his troops. 
After gaining a mile and ^ half of ground and crowing 
the tracks, be again reorganised his battalion and they 
dug in against the expected counter-attack. During the 
attack by the enemy.* Major Sinsel left the cover of his 
foxhole to personally dicect, amid auiomalk fire and 
bursting hand grenades, a successful defense by his troops. 



KaiEXA IN ACTlOr^f 

t ibe 5 5 Cojiou witv rrr^c killed 

I-y io^my action, 



(1) Pf< Jamc» K. Adkin<,. 44.0.; <2 ) Pfe Raymond R Balrr, Co, '-A'-i (1 ) T/Sgf. Tbeotlore C. Binsewer. Co. **A'V; {^lT/5 
Stephen T. f BtV- Hq, Co. ; <5f i Lt. ElmM J. Bendtgo, C;©. ; (6) Pvt. WilUafO J. Bombatger. Co. ‘ A"; (7) Pfe 

Steve P. Danto,/CtfV*'D’- Pvt. Owtge H. 0avid«oo. Co. PlcCbarjes M, Draiy, Co.. U®) S/Sgt. W4lter W. 

Dziak, Co. i fi f f Hgy. Co. ”B'‘ : (J2V 2itJ Gilnvan. Co, “M“; (t3) Pfe Frederick J. Matris^. 

Co. "K*'; (I4V i SgtV iobti A. Mayo. Co. "B”: 05) Pfe Jo)jrq B- Co. "D”.; (16) Pfe Gordon W. Roberts. Co. ‘^K“: 

0 7) Pfe John V. Wagootr. Co. r’P* ; (1^ I Lu Ciiffoid a C-erfdoo, CiL 



by their comjinander's (ortiiudfc ! he small um- 
ber remaining cJung to the ground they had bought so 
dearly, until they rould be relieved by the White BatuJ- 
iem. that night. Majot Sinscl was awarded the Disting- 
uished Setvicc Cross. 

During the attacks of 30-31 January Private Fim 
Class Gharfes P. Born wosser of Company * 'B'’ effectively 
operated his radio despite the fire of enemy machine 
guns and mortar shells bursting within thirty -five yards 
of him and his radio. He was .seriously wounded bur 
refused evacuation and continoed to operate his radio 
Later be died of his wounds.^^ 

The calm leadership and disregard for personal safety 
displayed by five Company “D"’ men served as incentives 
for their fellow men and were material factors in aiding 
the First Battalion's advance. Corporal Alfred V. 
Tucker who was twice wounded, eliminated an eneiny 
machine gnn nest with hand grenade and carbine fire. 
When his mortar section was ambushed and he was 
W'ounded Sergeant Orve J. Troyer icOrganii^fed h« group 
as riflemen and conducted a winning fire fight in which 
he personally killed three Germans. Sergeant Everett E. 
Barx was thrice wounded by artillery shell it augments but 
successfully directed the fire of his machine gun; section 
and once disposed h« men as riflemen On separacc occas- 
ions Private First Cl?iss Thomas D'Angelo and Private 
Eldred B. Clark eAch operafed heavy machine guns alone 
and knocked out German machine gun nests.^^ 

Captain Harold H. Haines, Battalion Head- 

quarters Company^ wounded in action and displayed 
gallantry an seT’eratocc^ions while helping to organize 
the troops and direct their fight. Technician Fifth Grade 
Quentin C Thoma.s, a code cletk of the same company, 
displayed courage and skill wdth a carbine when he 
silGnccd an enemy mortar crew and also knocked our one 
of TWO enemy machine guns which were firing on a group 
of thirty-three men and an officer who became separated 
from their company and were wirhin enemy lines for a 
time. Private Lhbine A. Bailey , Private Charles L. Tester, 
who became wounded while administering first aid tjo a 
wounded machine gunner, and Private Willtaxn B Sum- 
mers, who treated the N^'cimds of Lieutenant Colonel 
Izenour and e vacua ted| many wounded soldiers^ wer>: 
three medical aid men who performed outstanding work 
on the battlefield^'* 

FIRST BA TTALIOM 50th INFANTRY 
BECOMES ATTACHED 

Th«^ First Battalion of the 30th Infantry was attached 
to the Seventh Infantry at 0545, 31 
located in the vicinity of Pontao di and the com 

manding officer said it could assemble within an hour s 
time PUn$ were made for the Friscan Battalion to attack 
from the southeast and south of the Binf Battaljdn at 
the same time as the "Cotton BaIvTV Red Battalion 
jumped off ac HOO, At 1525 the Frtscan troops had not 
yet crossed their line of departure Finally they crossed 
the line at I fi30, passed through the right of the Blue 
Battalion and eucoutifcced heavy small arms and artillery 
fire. The battalion ivpofted tts to be near Pome 

Rotto wltere it dug- in and prepared to defend. A pAtzql 
sent toward Cisterna di ITttoria recnved heavy sm 
arms fire and was unable to a>.-cpmpli.d^ ntissiod 
Another patrol to the north df was able to gef 

two- thirds of the way to the rotVn and reported armoced 
vehicles and enemy troems along the road. The Baitalkm 
continued the attack at 0730 f Febtfiary- Slow progriKSs 
was made agarnsc email afm$, and fire from 

fwO Mark IV (iink$ At rught the Fri^^^ Battalion 
withdrew TO the right flank of fbc 'Cotton Balet' ’ Blue 



SEVENTH INFANTRY GOES ON THE 
DEFENSIVE. REPELS COUNTER-ATTACKS 
D2 FEBRUARY 

The Urge scale attack of VLCorps ixiitiated 30 Janu- 
ary 1944 faikd to accpmplfkh British 

divisions had failed to kbc the high ground in the vicin- 
ity of Albano while the American Third Infantry Divis- 
ion (Reinforced) failed to capture Cisterna di LittorU 
and cut Highway 7 as directed For thy first time in 
Wodd War if the "Rock of the Marne" Division was 
stopped. Not thinking the enemy had massed enough 
forcts to bait a strong drive, but occupied only strong 
points in a forward defensive line, the division sought to 
infiltrate through those defenses in the hours of darkness 
early 30 January. The infiltration tactics were not suit- 
able for attacking a strong line held by large auml^rs 
of the enemy who expected an attack and were laying 
traps to ensnare spearheads. Attacking in daylighrover 
the flat, treeless terrain was suicide without dense smoke 
screens, and overwbeiming air and artillery support. The 
result bad been the eliminatian of the Fir«t and Third 
Rariger Battalions, the bad mauling of the Fourth Ran- 
ger Battalion and the weakened efficiericy of the 7ih, 1 5th 
and 30th Infantries doe to heavy casualties. Though the 
assigned objectives had not been .seized, the forces of the 
Third Infantry Division (Reinforced) took a tenrific toll 
of the enemy and offset its own losses. Magnificent fight- 
ing was displayed by all units and acmehed oTgam?^ticms 
that will live forever 

On 1 and 2 February 1944, the Germans repeatedly 
court ter-atmeked as the Seventh Infantry: adjusted its 
positions and went on the defensive. 

During an enemy counter- attack which began at 0600 
hours 1 Februaty. Staff Sergeant Frank H; Vanderbilt 
Company "E" stuck to his machine gun post for twelve 
hours under heavy fire. Enemy itafantry ifmce hood red 
yards away directed small arms fire at him and artillery 
shells burst within ten yards of htin as he repe^aiedly 
crawled from hi? positiCTi to obtain ammunitioff from 
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casualties in order to keep his gun in operation. His 
cenacky and courage were an inspiraiioo to the men 
around him and contributed materially to the repulse of 
the enemy. In subsequent arction he became missing.^'^ 
When an assault plafoon of Company "G" unexpect- 
edly came under the whbeting fire of enemy mortars^, 
machine guns and machine pistols wdiieh cdnfvjscd and 
disorgani/ied its members, Staff Sergeant Ned E. Divelv^ 

F<)* juihvrtty ?tb Army f t N0»’- 

us: HQ. lit Inf. Ptvi. 4 Pfe BornwiiMvt 

• aided' the l^liver 5t»r MVci.U; . 
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Tljvnia?^, P •i't?.' : . Tjtflfcc { iVosiiTVrn vaxlr > M jvttmmeri j^vti 

a Wi rded the S d ver Stir ^ 

op No. «7. HQ :M tnf: Dir . 7 

awarded the SUr'CT 'Sr;?r; fdt’dAk ■ ' 



platoon guide of the. support platoon, rushed forward 
and organized effective resistasive Though the enemy 




Was only a short distance away and the temin was open 
and flat, he im^vcd around from man to man encouraging 
them and directing their fire. He then shifted the platoon 
three hundred yards to where enfilade fire was placed on 
the enemy and was an important factor in repulsing the 
attack.. In subsequent action he also became mtssmg;^ 

Privates First ClaiS Michael S. Balogh^ Stephen <T. 
Nemeth and Fted S. Romero of Company IT’ Were 
escorting approximately thirty prisoners to the rear when 
suddenly two enemy machine guns, which had been pre- 
viously by -passed fired at them at about fifteen yards and 
killed Private First Class Romero Balogh was captured 
by the enemy but Nemeth managed to escape to the safety 
of a ditch twenty yards away, when the former prisoner 
group started to march off with Balogh. Nemeth killed 
one enemy and wounded another with rifle fire. At the 
same time friendly mott^ crews bid down a concent ra- 
tion in the area which pinned the enemy down aifd gave 
Balogh the oppoiiunity to seize a mac bine pisrol and 
escape to the dif ch occupied by Nemeth. When iby con 
centrarton liftwl the two men opened fire on rte enemy 
killed one and recaptured lorty- three German^ 

Bright and early on 2 Pebruary, the Germans bunched 
powerful artack.v against the Second and Third Baiial- 
ions. The ‘ Cc^rton Baler’' troops h^ a bitter fight 

raged throw ghout the morning. Cpinpatty * ’G'* gave a 
good account of itself and captured ion y nine 
The Germans dumped heavy anil mort at con- 
centrations on ch^ White Battalicin alonfe^^^ noon- 
time. Tanks of Company ’'A'*. 75 1st Tank BartaUon 
went up info the front lines and flushed out many enemy 
from their Isolcs. In orjc instance twelve Germans came in 
waving whitif flags. Small patrols from the Second BaC- 
ulipn rounded up 131 of the enemy. At 1740 the enfemy 
fdlkwed up with his second attack of the day against 
the Second Battalion. Heavy attiUery con^x^ttaiiohs and 
a great volume of small arms fire and auiomaiic weap 0 rt.s 
fire were used against the left elements of thebiiialiobv 

Staff Sergeant Donald j. Pootman of . 

and Private James A. Goodwin, of Company 
fetight heroically firing at enemy machine-guns atid snip 
ers. Private Cbarfe M Lanier wba was wounded in 
action, and Private FI rner V Sbi^phcrd. bath of the 
Medical Detachment, evacuated numerous casttaliies 
during the attack Cla.ss John W. Seely, cd 
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Company ' K’', had been one of the first to observe the 
enemy approaching early cjn Z February and reported die 
impending attack, then killed several Germans and con - 
tribated to the repulse of the enemy. Staff Sergeant John 
T. Partin, of Company delivered accurate fire data 
to the mortars which helped stop the attack. Private First 
Class Peter Hudock, who was killed in action, and Pri- 
vate Joseph Di Mattesa. who were also from ‘'King*’ 
Company, repaired and restored communication between 
the outpost line of resistance and the company command 
post,^^ 

First Lieutenants James H. Ellis and Louie R. Van 
Hoy and Privates Matthew F Biehkl and Norman M 
Gyr, all of Company '’.F‘L pbyed an important part in 
breaking up the enem^rattack which threatened to wijie 
bun their company. The two lieutenants coolly and 
skUlfully deployed their men to iheet tbc attack then 
fought iesidc their men. First Lieu ten ant Van Hoy 
sonally inflicted about fifteen casualties on the enemy 
though ins platoon was cut down to ten men Pri- 
vate Cyr^ who was killed in a sab^^ action, and 
Pnvate Sielski killed twelve Germans between them and 
forced rwenty-eight othyiiir who had infiltrated into their 
company's posmons. to mrtnder;^^^ 

The daring and skillful leadership of Staff Sergeant 
Geran W Russell, of Company who was killed in 
a sabsequeni action, enabled his rifle squad with an 
attached mortar squad to hold at bay for forty-five min 
uics an enemy force of company strength supported by 
artillery and mortar fire Despite Intense enemy fire at 
close range he constantly moved from man to man and 
directed the fire of his squad so cffecrivelV that man v 
casualties were inflicted on the enemVV artd bth<^r\ were 
pinned down 

With the assktance of the artillery, tanks of the 75 1st 
Tank Battalion and destroyers of the bOlsc Tapk De 
stroyer Battalion, the attack against the Second Battalion 
was repulsed after a two hour fight with heavy losses to 
both sides Lieutenant Colonel Duvall asked for friendly 
troops to be sent up on bi.s battalions bft flank the 
battalion's strength began to run low. G ^ 

The attached First Battalion of tfe Ibfa 
remained in its defensive pasitions thrmighouT. tite day 
and the “Coffbti Bak/' Rid Battalton remained in Regi- 
mental Tcseeve. licking its wounds and recuperating Both 
bartalions w.erc sobiected to «nemy atiillcry fire 

Company ’T ' of the 30th Infant ly moved during the 
night of 2 3 February for the left flank of the Second 
Battalion to txcupy defensive pc>siri^^^ the tcf( 

flank and assist in the event of a counter-attack. Contact 
was broken at times due: to heavy enemy artillery fire. 

SEVENTH INFANTRV (REINFORCED) 
HOLDS GRP01S® GAINED 

The four days of fighring, two in the two. 

on the defense, cost the Regiment 1 ^8 members: kilkil m 

QO No 158 . HQ. U tnt. Div. 18 Joly *4^ 

AWarxitti tb< SUvi'f ,$Uir M<4il, 

ai GO Nev ^94. HQ. 3x1 inf. Piy.. Pfe Balogh ^ Efi 
N^’inab wire odi av;fj»nUd tlnf Sflvrr Sur Mwl*'i 
GOs No. •'T ^>1. ini lOS, 117 15 125. HQ. lot. Div. 3: 
^pr . n May. 7. 9. 13 1 8 jiinv 44. S/SgU. Pamn « Po*>V 

roan. Pf< { {ruithum^^usty ) , Fh Seilt PvU: 

Qooxivir I ankr Sticpheril wtu SiNrr m>» 

•Mcxlak' ' ; 

Gf3* No. 48 I H fef 185 HO; 5^ laf, Do . l Apr. 27 jyn,; V? 

V Scp( pv^ Cvr. fposthiiniOusW ) . t G Eim.- t Li Van 

Hi>r ^ Pvr,. v»ert each in< Nikcr S«#r . 

GO NCf. ) B5f. HO 4 J l<if Dix V 44. -S>'Sgt Ru.mU 
» A^;tdxrCl Stir 





action : 79 from th£ First Baiialion 

Battalion. J 9 from tj5«? Third BattaliQn and 9 from the 
Medical petachra^tJt l hun of the 

suffered their wounds until l,atc:r days to be evacuated. Aii 
unknown number received flight woatids and coodnued 
in action . AH the lifle companies of the First Battalion 
and Company ‘F‘ ^ ‘ . - 

of men killed in action on tliosc days see the Appendix) . 
The combat efficiency of the Regimeat bad been greatly 



51 from the Second Floyd K. Lindstrom, who bad won the Silver Star Medal 
for gallantry displayed in Sicily, and. then displayed 
, ^ heroism on Mount la Di Fensa in the Souttiern Italy 

wounded wvre evacuated dnilng that period while others Campaign, which was to merit the nation's highest valor 

awatdv the Congressiona! Medal of Honor, was among 
those killed. During the time the Regiment trained in the 
Piano di Quarto ajrca, Private Firsif Class Lindstrom was 
were hard hit.. (For a complete list given an opportunity to work on the baggage detail that 

). was to remain in the Naples area •with the Personnel Sec- 
_ „ / tton of S-1 rear and not make the Nettuno landing. It 

reduced. was suggested that he stay back until it was definitely 

All battalions of the Regiment plus the attached Fitst ** tecoinmendation for the Congtessional 

Battalion of the 30tb rnfanity remamed in position dur- ^edal of ^Honor. which was then^bemg lotwarded to 
tng the period 3 - 4 February and held the ground gained. cons'deraiiptj, was to be approved. Private 

Local counter-attacks were repulsed. At about 0730 hours First Class Lindstrom mflJsed cbts opportunity saying 
3 Febtnaty when an enemy machine gun mw, with sev- ^'2 P'^« with, Bis, ^ompany. He need not have 

cral supporting riflemen, attacked his mortar sections faced the enemy again, feat like Set^^ 
position Private Juan E Garcia of Company - H'', d««ds of other heroes ol |^be R«gim^^^ 
crawled from the safety of his foxhole to secure better of quitting the fight until it should be tyon. , 

obsvn'afion. and engaged the machine gun n«sl at aboiit fopiscemenrs were received by the First Battalion, irt 
sixty yards range with hk rifle After a half hour %hr. regimen fcxcrve, and it began ro regain some of its 
during which baijets hit about feet from hin:i. Privatf strcjigth, PatroU Wi’re JKdve and brought back informa- 
Garcia k I Ued six of the enemy and silenced the machine lion that the enemy tvas fortifed in all the bouses along, 
gun.^ the toad to Cistern a di LittomQne patrol found several 

One of tht^Rcgimenf's great berOes of rhis ryar, and of 

all time, was killed ip enemy atreck s.-, qq ,75 „q c^v,. ? Aug. -h. p« w4* 

against Companr ' ‘H '■ ^ February. Private First Class awarded The Silver Siar Medal. 
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Double wire Liid to Ml assembly areas and 

made 4$ secure as possible., Na ground (o be abaO' 
doned by the otje- third holding force unless absolutely 
necessary. Forward arrias and the stream hed wm to be 
stj-ewD with all atrailable mincft. it yras sttessed that 
commandirig ofOcecs left in command should be ibk best. 
The ardltery liaison and forward observers were to 
remain with the holding forces. 

The battalions were shelled by enemy artinery 
throughout 4 February and sustained casualties. AntT 
I'anlv. Company los?.: tfee and Cannon Com' 

pany suffered four casualties from the ehemy artillery 
fire. The ftegimenr less th^ bolding, force, M-hkb became 
atwched to: the SOth Idfaniry, corntnenced its withdrawal 
ar t S40: Dnrifig the mpvetnm:t a, strong enemy force 
broke through (fe front line tt 2000 hours 

and threatened the Second B.iftalioh Observation Post, 
private First Edward C. Gupton of CoTOpany E ' 
silenced, with carbine fire, an roerny tnachine gun ai- 



LifutcTSdnt Colonel Roy E. Moore commanded the Pifsl Banelion. 
Seventh Infantty, from It) July 19^2 ro 12 Eebnury 494 5 and 
from 1 Miieb 1945 to 15 Joiy 1943. He wived ax the RegimenUi 
Execivei^c Officer from 15 Jnly 1943 ic 7 January |944 and from 
n Jaooaiy 1944 to 5 



Late in of 5 February;, an £siimaiet^^ 

company of. enj?njy attacked the Third Division outpost 
line following an arriU^ pifepara lion. The holding 
forces from the White a Bliie Baciattons which 
left in the line received much of shock and sutfered 
some casualties. Enemy supported % daree Mark HI 
tanks were stopped before 
arid Withdrew^ under cover of that own ortillefy. 
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SEVENTH INFANTRY IMPROVES DEFENSIVE Enemy aic activity over the beachhead incrca'^ed dun 
POSITIONS ALONG CANALE MUSSOLINI <his period. Beginning rhe night of 12-13 Fvbrua 
^ r . . ,■ • . flving enemy planes would drop anb-jiefson 

On 6 February, the bolding forces m the diersion out bewb* and flares on tbe front bites while the Germ 
post hnc of tesistancc were relieved of auaehnient to ihe ground force.s also lighted the grauiid with white ph 
30 th Infantry and rejoined theit battahpos late in the pboroos. Casualties were suffered and the troops beu 
afternoon. That evening i}ie Batulion occupied f<itniakecavenhgs for rheh faxbcU?$ wHrnevef possible 

defiinsivc positiqqs on thi? main ime of m 7 sranc« along 
Canale Mui^soHni The Third Infantry Onrlsian going 
on the def^lve tor ftrst time in W^dd War 11 vya« 
establishing a d0crm in depth. The 
rhe Third Batulkm also took up def«r^TOp<^ 
the canal. . ■ 

During the period ] 4 February, the rcgimci>r von- 
tinued to imptov« defensive positions afortg Canale 
Mussolini, whkh v^^ main line of , resistance. The 
Second and Third Battalions ^vorked on the dcfetvtjes 
af night and mnatfifid in assembly areas iluring the day- 
time. The Fim Battalion was. on a half -hour aim ^ 
all limes. Ami-Tank Company wawS responsible for the 
anti-tank defense of tbe entire canal an 








by the anti-tank platoons of tbe battafionJi. 
Company was prepared to go into pomion in J^tty de' 
ferisive area or to accompany any batraKoh wifb assaul? 
guns. 

Daring this period. Lieutenant Colonel Roy E. Mpore. 
who had served tbe Regiment welt as Commatiding 
Officer of the First Battalion in. French Morocco and 
Sicily and then as Regimicntal Executive Officer, lelr the 
Seventh Infantry to assume coonenand of the I5th In- 
fantry, He was replaced by Lkatcoant Colonel Ashton 
G. Manhart who served in the executive's capacity for 
only a few days, however, before transferring to the 45 ch 
Infantry Division. Lieutenant Colonel John A. Heintges. 
former Blue Battalion Commander then assumed the 
dudes of second in coratnand. 

On 7 February^ the Regiment received 9 officers and 
fvIO enlisted men as replacemertts. Four additional offic- 
ers also joined fpr temporary duty. Then on the 9th. 
13 more officers and 307 additionai cnlwted men fe 
‘Cotton Balcrmcn.'" With 63 h^ical -' returnees'' 
returning a few days later, the Regiment hack at 
TTonmal strength. 
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Thw tnirnib*t.% of tb# 7ib lnf;(nfrr who Jiett of 6n 7 *’8 

February 1944 wtre left to right', pvi. Daniel R banriao. 

Pfe Vetnon A. Drurr- Co. “K", and Pvi. HrflrVVI Torii^ka. of 



During the entire period of 7-14 FebruatV/ the Regi- 
ment was subjected to enemy mortar apd artillery fe 
which caused most of the casualties 
faioed But on the night of S February, was 

killed >jnd four w^ounded in oujf own mine fields in the 
Blue Battalion area. As the skies w^ere weivasL i 
night an enemy attack was eXjpecled and all the battalions 
wero placed on the aim. Th^ Sevepeh Infantiry w 
ypared cd heavy combat chat night though the enemy 
did Attack t:he British fora'S In their section of th«f beach- 
heid add a battle ensued for ibiec days. 
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CHAPTER IV 

The Enemy Is Tmee Throu^n Back As Gallant 
Seventh Infantry Holds Its Ground 

15 FEBRUARY TO 28 MARCH. 1944 

SingJchandedly he held several 



Following reconnaissance of the 30tb Infantry sector 
on the front line, the Seventh Infantry' commenced relief 
of that jorganixation. The First Battalion relieved the 
reserve battalion of the 30th Infantry daring the night 
of 14* 15 February 1944; the following night the Second 

Battalion relieved the left flank elements. Enemy air ^ _ 

acHvity vyas unusually heavy that night and tlie Regi- had lo take coyer. That heroic thcevacua- 

mental Command Post moved from the CP tent:mto a tion of w wounded comrades.**^ 
bomb shelter. Due to enemy activity on the entire fronr^ ^ When a gtoupi of enemy soTdim to within 

the Third Battalion was not able to go into the right fifty yards of his Fl'^toon’s position after an aftillery 
flank positions and relieve the 30th Infantry elements preparation had caused disorganization. Sergeant Rex E, 
there, until the night of 17-18 February. Wilson of Company "'E'" personally shifted one of the 

machine guns seven ty-fivc yards and poured such rapid 
fire into the enemy ranks that sixteen casualties Were 
GERMANS COUNTER-ATTACK inflicted and his platoon was given a chance to recover 

ccADfTaijv loaa from its temporary disorganization. Sergeant Hubert L. 

Aaron gallantly led his Company squad through 
Because of the increased Getman air activity, shelling heavy machine gun and rifle fire against an enemy force 
of our positions and contmuous feeling of our front of company strength and forced it to give ground, 
lines by patrols, it was felt by everyone from the front Private First Class James F McGinnis of * 
line ' dogface’' to the cotmnjmding general at Division pany successfully directed artillery fire by radio and 
Headquarters that the enemy was to throv.»^ a major attack destroyed an enemy 

at the “Rock of the Marne’* Division, The “Cotton In the afternoon Company “C* attacked through 
Baler“ Regiment bad returned to the front line in time Company “K-' the 3Cltb Infantry and in fierce 
(o meet it. The enemy had increased his troops, armor jng drove the enemy back. At midnight all ppsirioas 
and artillery on our front. To spoil the enemy's plans, were restored, Ntne Company men w‘erc killed by 
VI Corps put on a big “shoext”' early 16 Febniarf. the the enemy dming the fighting. Staif Sergeant Weldon 
biggest “shoot*' up to that time on the Anzio Beachhead E, Bloom and Private First Class Andrew Crapo dis* 
As expected, the Germans made a strong attack against played bold leadership and gallant actions. Pnvate Lloyd 
the beachhead forces, the main effort of which was against Cooper sacrificed his life to enable an oraccr to free 
the 45th Infantry Division to our left, along the Albano- himself and organize an assauk which inniped lourt^n 
Anzio toad. Lesser attacks were made in the Third casualti« on the cneniy ar»d captured a pOw^don with six* 
Infantry Division sector, one of w^hich caused a pene- prisoners , of war, When the officer had become 

.iration between the Second .Battalion, Seventh Infantry caught on concertina wire Private Cooper stood upland 
and the Third Battalion 30th infantry. fired his M-1 rifle at the enemy. Just as he emptied his 

Early the snprning of l6Fcbruary, a strong eneitiy dip Ptivare Cooper was killed by snemy fir?. « 
force suca’tded in making a penetration between Com- The enemy continued his attacks on th^ j 
pany “K ^ 30th Infantry and Company ’’E”, Seventh succeeded in penetrating the 45th Infantry Division lines 

serious threat to 



toon, ainglchandedly he held up tor several 
minutes Until the remainder of his squad could take up 
the fire fight, Thereaficr.v when the Germ^^^ riflemen 
withdfcWr he rose up in view of the gunner of a 
hostik madtine gun and for five minutes fired such a 
heavy str^m of his direeiion that the gunner 



thousand yards which was a 
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27 Jatit 44 Ptc Edwards wa; 



Sijt of 28 “Coiroo killed in artion »n 16 Febioary l'9i44, wen l«fi cc ri^hi; 2 Lt, William E. Bviibby: 

Walter A- Dst’, P VI. Clifford O. Hebetr, Pvr 3yalret Gi Karschnia, Syr Edward J. Mjlbr, ind Pvt tirpy V. Taglrr 
all of Companv 




the bpjchheacl. On a 5mallcr 5CiSJe the <»nctny forced a 
pcncrration bcrween the Seventh Infatttrv and the 509th 
Patachtste Battalion, which was beaten back howereer, 

On 17 February, between 0800 and 1000 houcS’ Pti- 
vate First Class Raul M. Martinez, by his fearless 
operation of a machine gun in the face of ftre that 
fficted seven casualties among his comrades, played an 
important role in rejpelling an enemy attack. Althbugh 
the other machine gun in his section was knocked out 
by a direct hit from a Mark VI, or I'iger Tank, at one 
huhdfcd fifty yards range. Private First Class Martinez 
continued to engage several enemy machine guns and to 
mow down enemy foot trocyps 

Private First Class Donald A. Alto of Company "F ' 



pany “G" relieved Company B" during the night As 
the 180th In/aniry fell back on the left and Third Div- 
ision Headquarters warned all units to be on the alert 
for enetrrj^ parachute landings, the rituation became more 
tense. The :509tb Parachute Battalion asked for aiui' 
aircrafi units to be placed in its sector, Company '*V* was 
ready to move to any area in the Regimental sector to 
assist in repelling the enemy. It was discovered that 
Chanori 274 on the d09 radio was being used by the 
Germans so Warrant Officer Claude 0> Keough, assistant 
commu nicarion officer, busied himself monitoring alt 
messages; 

Enemy armor maneuvered around in front of Com' 
pany “F'V positions during^ the bight and aniUery was 
brought to bear on them. Three enemy trucks unloaded 
personnel in front of Goinpany 'F*'. Artillery and small 
arms pre were received in the morning. Then at noontime 
‘ ..... . ' tnot - 



virtiiaUy wiped but with machine giin fire an enemy force 
of about thirty-five Germans who infiltrated toward his 
position. Ignoring the advice of several ncarby rifiemen. 
Private First Glass Alto waived unri the enemy were 
approximately fifty yards from him before be opened 
up.. With a terrific burst of fire, he killed or wounded 
about twenty of the enemy. Near the end of the two- bout 
fire fight, a group of about eight more Germans crawled 
through deep bushes to a point some twenfy-five fet 
from Private First Class Alio, and threw band grenades 
at him, Tossing several grenades in return. Private First 
Class Alto killed two. wounded one and forced the 
surrender of the other five.^^ 

At midnight, 17-18 February. Company ‘B**. 75 1st 
Tank Battalion commanded by Lieutenant^ Hobbs: 
Company 'A". 601st Taok Destroyer Battalion com- 
manded by Captain Miner; Company 'B'', 84th Chem- 
ical Battalion, Commanded by Captain Butts and the 
509th Parachute Battalion commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel Yarbarv? became attached to the Regixneat 

Throughout the night Companies “E" and '‘F” en- 
gaged emmy m small arms fights. Two tanks moved up 
behind Company to givt support in daylight. Com- 

pa ny * -F' reportr d: four parachurisf s dropping in its area 
while the Btm; piane burst into 

flames and Iwo other paracho^^^ coming down. Patrols 
were imabfe ^o ^ due to the 

heavy enemy amliery. mortar ^ smill arms and machine 
gun fire. 

In the morning of the 1 8ch. planes bombed to the rear 
of our lines and there was doubt as to; their true identity. 
Enemy artillery fire became intcese and one shell hit 
“the castle’ in Campomorto. Just a. few days previous 
a rest camp foi the men had been established in “the 
castle”, w^bere a number of them could withdraw each 
night to have a dry place to sleep, eat a hot meal, shave 
and change clothes before returning to the front the next 
morning. Five men were wounded at ''the castle” includ- 
ing Jack Sweeney, the American Red Cross representa- 
tive, 

At II 15, a platoon of Company was couruer- 
attatked while Company “A” was being hit by heavy 
artillery. The 509tb Parachute Battalion reported our 
own American planes had strafed and bombed our 
troops. The left flank was the danger spot and as it was 
impossible for the armor to move up behind the Second 
Battalion because of the mine fields. Gonopany ‘ A ”. lOih 
Enginwes, commanded by Captain Swift, were put to 
work cleaning a path fofc the tanks. The situation on the 
left grew more serious as the line from the 509th Para- 
chuie Battalion to the 180th Infantry of the 45ih Intan- 
tiT Division withdrew, 

Thv enemy attacked the left flank posuions of the 
Regiment- held by the attached 509ch Parachute Battalion 
and the Second^^ Battalion.. Company' ”C' was mancuv- 
eied to give support to che parachute battalion and Com- 



on 1 9 February, following heavy concentrations of 
tar and artillery fire, a battalion of enemy attacked the 



Thrct of J 7 *'Coiton Ealers" who lo*t tb«r live* in acdoa durcof; the 
peitod 17-19 February 1944 w«sei«ft to right: -S/Sgt. John M. Le«. 
Co. "P"; Sgi. Joreph M. Grady. Co. and i Li. John G/ 

Morphy, Co. '’K”. 



Second Battalion and the 509th Parachute B^rtalian. 
Friendly artillery replied to the enemy with devastating 
barrages, while the Paratroopers and the White Bat- 
talion troops poured witbering fire from rifles and 
matic wcapoas into the enymy ranks. At 1 3 30, the enemy 
were stoppedf but two hdurs later, another enemy force 
with three tanks attacked Company “F“ and the 509th 
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Parachute Battalion. In the two hour fight that followed. 
Company “F” was pretty badly beaten up but one 
enemy tank was knocked out and the enemy beaten off. 
As the engineers cleared paths, tanks moved up to sup- 
port the Second Battalion. The First Battalion, minus 
Company “A ', moved to the left, behind the 509th 
Parachute and Second Battalions. Companies “E” and 
■‘F" each sent out four patrols during the night. 

On 20 February, one of our bombers was set aflame 
as a result of enemy action in the vicinity of the Regi- 
mental sector. Five tiny buds quickly mushroomed into 
parachutes as the men made their way out of the flaming 
hulk. Slowly they descended, all eyes were aloft; would 
they be able to make the sanctuary of our lines protected 
by the fire from Company "F" ? Only one was successful : 
the others landed in enemy territory and were quickly 
captured. The rest center at the castle at Campomorto 
had to be discontinued on 20 February, because of enemy 
air and artillery action. 

During the period of 20-28 February, the Regiment 
held its lines always on the alert for a counter-attack, 
spending most of its time improving its positions, string- 
ing wire, laying mines and repulsing enemy patrols that 
showed stubborn intentions of infiltrating through the 
outposts to reach the rear areas. Enemy concentrations of 
fire were severe and caused most of the casualties. Other 
units in the vicinity received counter-attacks which were 
invariably preceded by heavy concentrations of artillery 
and mortar fire over the entire sector. Artillery and mor- 
tars counter-batteried each other regularly. Numerous 
patrols were sent out to wipe out German nests of resist- 
ance. The brush was infested with German soldiers and 
many of the patrols failed to return and usually were 
prevented from accomplishing their missions. A patrol 
from Company “B" engaged enemy in a brisk fight the 
night of 25-26 February and Second Lieutenant Cleve- 
land A. Warren was killed by the enemy. 

Private Dorsie S. Wells, of Company “M”, who was 
wounded in action while restoring and maintaining vital 
communications between his platoon command post and 
the machine guns, and Private Richard M. Lowman, of 
Company “H", who once dueled an enemy tank and 
riflemen with his machine gun, were gallant in their 
actions. Private James A. Groenveld. of Company "D”. 
was severely burned while rescuing an officer from the 
flaming wreckage of a United States Army fighter plane 
which crashed near his position. 

Lieutenant Colonel Wiley H. O’Mohundro joined the 
Regiment during the closing days of February 1 944 and 
assumed the duties of executive officer to the commanding 
officer and Lieutenant Colonel John A. Heintges returned 
to his old command of leading the Third Battalion in 
action. Major William B. Rosson transferred to G-3 
Section of VI Corps Headquarterrs. 

WITH SEVENTH INFANTRY IN THE CENTER 
THE THIRD DIVISION REPULSES GERMANS* 
STRONGEST BID TO WIPE OUT THE ANZIO 
BEACHHEAD -29 FEBRUARY - 3 MARCH 1944 

The front line of the American Third Infantry Divis- 
ion (Reinforced) the night of 28-29 February 1944. 
on the Anzio Beachhead, was held by the Seventh 
Infantry in the center, the 509th Parachute Battalion on 
the left and the 15th Infantry on the right. 

The Seventh Infantry sector stretched from the Fosso 
Femminamorto on the right, near Ponte Rotto, to the 
Fosso della Crocetta on the left. In the left center the 
Fosso delle Mole cut through the sector. From left to 
right the Second and Third Battalions had disposed 
Company “E" commanded by Captain Frank L. Wil- 



liams, Company “G” commanded by Captain Edgar H. 
Poinsett, Company “K" commanded by Captain Frank 
Petruzel and Company “L” under the command of 
Captain John W. Blaikie. Companies “F” and “L’ occu- 
pied reserve positions for their respective battalions. 
Company “A", under the command of Captain Robert 
L. Crozier, occupied right flank positions behind Com- 
pany “L”. 

The night of 28-29 February 1944, on the Anzio 
Beachhead, was quieter than usual until just before dawn. 
In the Seventh Infantry sector the “Cotton Baler” com- 
panies carried on as usual. Company “A” maintained 
its motorized parachute patrols. Companies “E” and 
“G” had work details laying out more wire. Lieutenant 
Colonel Duvall reported that six hundred yards of wire 
had been strung in the vicinity of Company “G”s right 
platoon and two hundred yards of wire in the vicinity 
of Company “E” 's right platoon. Parachute trip flares 
were attached to the wire and were also placed in the mine 
fields which had been laid on previous nights. Double 
concertina wire had also been laid to the front. The 
Third Battalion maintained patrols. However, before 
long, it was reported that the Germans were laying a 
smoke screen to the front and advancing troops behind 
it. The new Third Division Commanding General, 
Brigadier General John W. (“Iron Mike”) O'Danicl. 
called the Regimental Command Post and warned Colo- 
nel Sherman to be on the alert for an enemy attack. It 
was too quiet. The Second Battalion reported that the 
Commanding Officer of the 601st Tank Destroyer Bat- 
talion wished to withdraw his tank destroyers in the 
event enemy Infantry should push through our lines 
during an attack. It was stated the tank destroyers would 
not be able to move over the soggy terrain. Colonel 
Sherman ordered that the tank destroyers would remain 
in position if for no other purpose than to support the 
morale of the “dogfaces” and in case of an enemy tank 
break-through they could repel the enemy tanks. It was 
not the intention of the Seventh Infantry to give ground. 

Just before dawn 29 February 1944. the unusual still- 
ness of the Anzio Beachhead was rudely broken when 
the enemy opened up with heavy concentrations all along 
the Third Infantry Division front. The German 362nd 
Infantry Division, supported by forty Mark IV and 
Mark VI tanks spearheaded an assault against the “Rock 
of the Marne” Division and was reinforced by elements 
of the Herman Goering Division, the 15th and 26th 
Panzer Divisions, and the 715th Infantry Division. The 
fight was on and the magnificent stand put on by the 
American Third Infantry Division in repelling elements 
of the five German divisions in the four-day battle that 
followed, proved to the world once more that “Rock of 
the Marne”, pinned on the division after its gallant stands 
on the shell-swept banks of the Marne in 1918, was a 
name fully justified. 

In the center of the Third Division line the Second and 
Third Battalions of the old Seventh U. S. Infantry Regi- 
ment were heavily blasted from Fosso della Crocetta to 
Ponte Rotto. Enemy tanks and Infantry followed the 
concentration and began clearing paths through the mines 
and wire that had been so carefully laid by our men 
on previous nights. The first German Infantry to hit 
the Third Division line struck between the two front 
line “Cotton Baler” battalions but was stopped cold by 
murderous, withering fire. The enemy followed this up 
with another strong force attacking the Second Battalion 
left flank but was again stopped as Company ”F” com- 

GOs No. 91. 155 W 185. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 13 May. 15 July « 

3 vSept. '44. Pvts. Lowman W Wells were each awarded the Silver 

Star Medal. Pvt. Groenveld w.is awarded the Soldier's Medal. 
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manded by Gapuio James N. Pearman. Jr., was shifted 
to back up Compaiiy Ahoot twenty crtcmy suc- 
ceeded in penetrating between “L*" and “A" 

on the right fl^nk biit vrete quickly mopped up. 

On the JcCt of the Seventh Infantry the Germans suc- 
ceeded in breaking through the tines of the 50$*tb Para- 
chute Battalicm arid drove on. The sifuation was ex- 
tretndy serious. Had rhe ^enemy known ^ he could have 
turned left and advanced on the Seventh Infantry Com- 
mand Post practically unmoteted^ 0?37 the follow- 
ing radio message from ibe 509th Parachute Battalion 
was received: ''bticmy has brdken through. Need Ughf 
tanks. Urgent." The platoDti of light ranks of Company 
"D‘% 75 1st Tank Battalion, artached to the Seventh 
Infantry, was sent to the aid of the parachute battalion 
which also requested mr missions. Company C/’, com- 
manded by Captain Wiliiam B. Stewart, moved up the 
draw behind Gomp^ '‘F'’'as a safety measure. Com- 
pany ' ‘B“ aBo moyed to the left flank. 

In the fight that day the enemy used his neblcwerfctSj 
or rik-baf reled mortars, to fire unusually heavy concen- 
trations on the Seventh Inlanlry troops. Following the 
breakthrough in the 509xh Parachute Battalion sector 
the Second Battalion was qj^iekiy hit en both flanks.. 
Fierce hand ro hand fighting toOk place. More and more 
of the enemy came over from the IcfL Hven an anti-tank 
platoon had to leave iU guns and deploy a** riflemen to 
stem the attack. 

In the early afternoon the enemy laid .id a concefilra- 
tion of dcblewerfer fire and under cover of smoke 
attacked between Gompinies "G’’ and "‘K/* with tanks 



M^as committed by Division Headquarters and attacked 
through the 509th Parachute Baaalion on the left to 
recover tht' lost ground. 

The rituaiion on the left flank improved during the 
afternoon as the Second Battalion got increased artillery 
support and American planc-s strafed and bombed enemy 
to the front of thtr White troops. On the right however 
the situation grew' more critical. Company "K” and ‘L" 
were having a hard time and contact with Company ’A" 
^tnerimes became bfoken. The Third Battalion reported 
five Mark IV tanks in the vicinity of Bridge 5 and four 



' or Mark Vf tankft, in the vicinity of the Ponte 

Rotto road junction. The arritlery forward observer with 
the Blue Battalion became a battle casualty. At 1717 
the entire Third Batralion area was covered by "Scream- 
ing Mcemie" or aebJewerfer fire followed by dense smoke 
concentrations. Then the enemy attacked again and the 
fight carried on through the night, 

jbnemy tanks overran some of the lorward platoons 
of the companies and fired direct into the "Cotton Baler" 
foxiioles kining many of o«r then. There >v as no ref real 
Of Withdrawal by the Blue Battalion forces, those groups 
that were passed fought on to the bitter end. Flares threw 
a lucid glow over tile area and the skirmish lines of the 
German infantry doselv supported by their tanks could 
be disicrncd making their way toward the battalion 
lines. Only by the most delcrnimcd efforts of all were the 
attacks beaten off. The right squad of Company "L"?was 
overrun with seven of the men killed outright. At places 
the enemy succeeded in making penetrations but were 
driven back. Companies "K*' and "L" were weakened 
but asked no quarter. The reserve platoon of Company 
"I" and a tank destroyer squad and mortar squad from 
Company "A" moved to the virinily of Bridge 5 and 
.succeeded in killing so.rac enemy and capturing prisoners. 
Bazooka teams went into position along the Ponte Rot to 
road. Engineers of Company "A". lOtb Engineer Bat- 
talion went beyond the front lines that oight, blew a 
crater m the road and put mines around xiie crater. 

Many were the acts of gallantry and heroism displayed 
on the baakgtound of the Anzio Beachhead on 29 jpeb- 
ruaty 1944, Class Charles Siwek. a Brown- 

ing aotomatk rifleman of Company "L", engaged rix- 
enemy in a skirmish which was the prelude to the big 
attack. Wounded himself, be inflicted heavy casualties 
on the enemy as be emptied several magazine.s of ammuni- 
tion with rapid fire. Private First Class Gilbert H. Steinv 
Of Company ^"G", relayed vital intclligenc6 to Captain 
Edgar H. Poinsett which enabled friendly artinery and 
iHCHFtars to place accurate concentrations on the enemy. 
When Second Lieurenanc Clarence J. Grant, of Company 
"E", at early dawn observed that two machine gunners 
were seriously wounded he manned their gun and killed 
3 2 enemy and effected the captury of 26 others. 



'Corcoo killed in aqion on *9 Pebroary 1$4*4 

gbp- Pvt CUivnee J. h»Pwrf-s, Ca. ' John 

I, ‘*K*’y and Pvt. .Rarmood W; RiUrt. Co. 'T'. 
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and infantry and on the Third Bat riliofi tight 
Company "C" under the ccuninaiid Gaptam^ 

B- Stewart attacked up the 

left of t\n Second Battalion and^one platoon of 
’T" filled in the gap berweyn Compare, and ‘‘.G’-, 
A house occupied by some enemy was kv 
ground by tank fire of the 7$t5t Tank Bat^ 
l.hiird Battalion direcud anUkry on a group of two 
hundred enemy forming in from of the &cand 
and l^ilb^d many Germans^ ' 

tn ifpite of the fierce 

Balermen" the enemy cOtVunded'' fierce 

attacks riiiooghoHt the day*- in 

wm overrun and ■ u ’i:eenied: fha.t bAli?ittons 
would have to withdraw, but they did Every fresh 
wave of tlie «nemy watK throw’a ferk with heavy losses 
to both Sides a;S a result of the ftiriotw fighting. The Sec- 
ond and Third Battalians kd by tlietr great leaders. .IJcu- 
tenant Colonels Evemt W, DuvaIJ and John A. Hejnt- 
gc5 per formed magnificently that day. 

'The attacks again^ the Seventh fn fan try were heavi- 
esi but nowhere did the enemy gain ground." 
the 'Coiion Baletnien^ held their gioiiirid during the 
furious fighting and Company "G’' aitacked up ibc Foisso 
Tifelia Cro^^erra th Second Bariafion of the !>.DtbJnFantry 



Pw?. Rog<^r M. Piilmaji, 
Co. ‘K'\ »nd 3 Lt, John 
C. McDanifJ. Co. ‘*G". 

kiUrd m action on 
29 F«biTiatT 1944. 



‘Hwiory off rbe Third Inlantcy Divisjon 
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Technical Sergeant Ok M Martinson^ of Gamp3«y 
"E" jCOoUy direacd the fire of bis platoon and personally 
killed fifteen enemy with fire from his sniper's rifle^ 
Private Ralph F. Hcdden, of ''Easy'" Company^ once 
engaged eight Germans in a fierce duel and was badly 
wounded but he inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy 
in killed and wounded. Private First Class Walter H. 
Boomer and Private Ale both tnem* 
bers of the Anti-Tank Platcmii Battalion 

Headquarters Company, man^d thjei^^ i?mm anti-tank 
gun while under fire and shot it a German Mark 

IV tank and destroyed the hostile ^ 

Technkval Sergeant Floyd Adains* of "Fox’* Com- 
pany. displayed coplheadcdnvss and contempt for per- 
sonal danger while directing his men in the fire fight. 
Sergeant Thomas J. Strange» Jr., of the same company 
and missing as a result of a subsequent action, was un- 
nsualiy brav^e while directing the fire of bis 60mm mortar 
section. 

Private First Class Patrick Cti lien, fl ltnm mortarman. 
and Private First Class Aubrey D. ^tilkr. mach gun- 
ner, both of Company "H", remained sleadfast at their 
weapons through pounding irtillery concentrations and 
hails of machine gun fire, lo send round after round into 
enemy positions. 

Private First Cla.ss Wayne O. Cole, of Company "G", 
displayed 6ui:b great shooting skill with a rifle and in 
directing other riflemen that the Germans singled him 
out as 3 leader and directed heavy fire at him which some- 
how missed. He ki Ued seyetal Germans and was respons- 
ible for the capture of about thirty-five enemy. 

Although sewn of his eight man patrol were killed 
outfight and the other woujodedv First Lieutenant Ralph 
M, Flynn, the Third Battalion S-3„ adiuisced frkridly 
artillery fire by radio on nine enemy tanks and knocked 
out four of them, 




Ab »\t ptufrto of Lc IVtriwr toJ»dt jonction <m thf Anzio Bti^cfabtad. 

Private Fih?t Class Robert O. Walker, of Anti Tank 
0>mpany* kUfed € Germans with his rifle and covered 
th^ withdrawal of bis comrade from a gun position which 
enemy compelkd them to vacate. 

Staff Sergeant Marrin J Rubjeky, Private Ftcdcrkk 
R. praytoiiv Jr«. Private Albert Flinner. Jr., all of *’Chat* 
lie'" Company. Fttvare First Class vlobn J. JofcUn and 
Private Fin i Class Vincent J, Lutterman, both of **Dog" 
Company; Fir.st Sergeant Budd Rice of "Easy" Com- 
panyr Staff Sergeant Charles R. Bennett of "Fox" 
Company Sergeant Earl Vowell of "George’' Com- 
pany: Technician Fifth Grade Joseph Medeiros of 
Howv * Company; Private First Class MaysGy Ov^etton 
of "hern" Company : Private First Class Albert L, Nel- 



son. Private First Glass Clarence E. Rail and Private 
Dane V . Caulking at! of "King' ‘ Company; Technical 
Set gcant Owen L; Jeffjj and Sergeant Morris F. Snyder 
both of 'Love" Company ; Technical Mint J. 

Chu rack and Private First Class Oscar F, % 

"Mike" Company, all pl^tyed impottaiir role^ tn stem- 
ming the eoemy counter-attack.^^ 

Companies "G" and "K' were in coritinuous contact 
with the enemy throughout the night An attempt to 
knock out enemy tanks in the viciDity of Bridge 5 failed. 
A First Battalion mortar squad fired flares w^hile tank 
destroyers attached to the 15th Infantry fired on the 
enemy ranks, but no bits were scored as visibility was 
poor. 

At 0325,^ I March enemy tanks and Infatirry bit 
Company "K’* again and enemy Infaiitry wine reported 
infiltrating through Company "L" positions. First Lieu- 
tenant Jerry C. Coatad. commanding "1", sent a platoon 
to a.ssist "Love’' Company. The Company "K" situa- 
tion clearedupfor aspcH but at,0630 rheen^tny threw in 
heavy artillery concentrations and then attacked the 
".King' Company posidom with tanks and numer 
ous Infantty, En^my forming in front of Company 
"G". ■ ' 

The forward positions of the Second Platoon. Com- 
pany "K", were overrun by the Kncmy» Staff Sergeant 
Edward A. Sobula coveted die withdrawal of his squad 
by drawing attention of the enemy to himself by hurling 
hand grenades and fifing his sub-machine gun. Private 
Fitst Class Albert L. Nelson crawled four hundred 
yards to ijae rear of the company command post and 
personally dir<?ctcd tber fire of friendly artillery with such 
efficiency that three German tanks were driven into our 
own mine fields and shortly thereafter were put out of 
action The four ferrtaining enemy tank.^i were forced to 
withdraw. Private First Oass Titpotby J, Rice, also 
of Company "K". and Staff Sergeants William L. Bailey 
and Augustus Nastari both mortar section leaders of 
Company "M", braved the enemy artilleryr tank, 
matbine ^un and small arms fire to rc-esfabtish coihmuoi- 
catioji with forward ob^rvation posts. Sergeant i^fnatd 
Shaphdv of Com led an attack on one of the 

enemy ranks, ye hich wa^ destroyed after the had 

abandoned it. Private First Class Alex J. Dietz, also of 
"L". kd a three-man group to a position which extended 
the right flank of bis company. When eleven Germans 
advanced on the group, w'ounded one man and forced the 
ocher two to flee, Private First Qass Dietz re mained alone 
and shot it out with the enemy, killing three, routing 
four and capturing four. Second Lieutenant Jack B. 
Lehmaii effectively directed friendly artillery on advanc- 
ing enemy 

The artillery and mortar fire diitnped on the enemy in 
Ironf pf Company "K”^ was mainly responsible for 
breaking up the attack. Four enemy tanks north of Bridge 
5 were kniXkrd pat by fire directed by the Third Bat- 
talion faices. 
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unti] Another reserve was built up. The Air Corps 
bombed the enemy lines. Fourteen ofEcers joined the 
Regiment as replacements on that day. The enemy con- 
ccntraled on and plastered Company ‘E'* positions with 
artiiiery and mortars as a small arms fight was going »>a 
Wh^ all officers oi his platoon became casualties, JPrivate 
Malon L, Wbiilow, a rifleman of *'Easy‘* Company, 
rc«?k yomrnand of the platoon and courageously ditecred 
a successful 

ShottlV A^terrnidnight 2- March 1944 enemy 
were heard on rhe ease side of Bridge 5 and morta# and 
anillery were dropped in that area. Company 'K\- 
tanks fo itsr ffcmt: Neblirsverfer fire started to fall in 
Third BatuUon arsa and at 0 1 05 Company ’ L'* reajiwd 
a heavy artil!^ batrage. The Second Battalion repofted 
ys^tflilar rrafSc to'it? front. A 1 1' indications w'cre 
tnetny planned another attack. The First Battalion 
notified £0 make plans to counter attack, and the chem- 
itiil ihortars of Company ' S4tb Chemical Battalton^. 
hegAh tc< interdict the toads leading into enemy terrirofy 
Patjpqils to the front engaged in fire fights. 

At 0520 Companies ‘ K ' and “L" began receiving 
artiilery fire, ihm enemy tanks and Infantry commenced 
adyancing on Company ‘I/’. Two of rhe German tanks 



Shonly after noon 1 March approximately two hun- 
dred Germans were seen coming toward Company ■'W- -.- 
Several at them were waving white flags and appeared f 6 
be unarmed. However, another group approai bed on tbeir 
right flank, with no white flags and wetv apparenily hcav 
dy arm^Hl. The .situation was mw myitcrioui. but in 
order not fo be caught in a trjip artillery fife was' lard on 
the Ixavily armed group which seemed iment cm anack 
ing the Jk^ond Battalion's left flank^ if* ahpn order the 
entire gioiip. including those with whitr flags. Was dis 
].^i5ed. R. Davis, of Company 'C/'. 

alone stopj^ an »meitiy attacking foere of about wentyT 
five metf wivh his machme gun, inflicting vigHr. casuaUie?s 
and forcing t be yefna i ndt t to w ithd raw Second Lieuiem 
anf Charles R. pufket. cd Company AUAcKed a 

pair of eneniy machine’ guns tjhat hadkilU*d two scOU]^^^ 
and WQundvd sevml other members of his platoon Hf 
knocked out one of the weapons with a baud grenade 
whfrh killed two Germans and wpimded three others. As 
he prepared to throw a second grenade a nearby snipi^r 
shot and killed him.*^ 

Arcy.lefy and mortars^ continued counter battery fire 
On 2 March hut supporting 8 1 mm mortars had fired so 
much that their .supply of ammunition ran low. The 
bea\*Y mortars were then limiicd to tliirty rounds daily 
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$ucvc€ded in penetrating Company s po.sit'iorjs 

and got behind one of the platooni The reserve platoon 
of Company ' ! ' moved to the assistance of the embattled 
' Love'" Company. Casual ticis yere suffered by the already 
weakened platoons. The Germans forced elements of 
CtDfnpanics **L ' and 'I ' to tempotMily withdraw. At 
the close of the ftiotning the Company ' I'* platoon ai- 
tempted to negajn its lost gtonnef but faUed as the fighting 
wav severe 

Staff Sergeant Harry T 

accompanied by another “Molotov 

cocktails*", advanced five ^ through the im- 

pact area of an artillery and mortar concentration toward 
a German Mark VI tank. Avhicb had been placed in hull 
defilade and was guarded by a machine gun n^xt and a 
force of dug-in cilJeraen. ftoeeeding with his sihcidc mis- 
sion. be by -passed the German machine gufi and reaching 
a position fifty vaxds from the tank, opened fire with h 
light machine gun in a sucemfuJ effort to dfa^ the f«U 
volume of enemy fire upon himself and thereby enable 
bis comrade to approach the eaemy vchick undetected. He 
contiiiued his hopelessly, uneven fight against the en- 
trenched rtficinen and agaiust the tank crew while his 
associate threw Molotov cockiaiU at the tank. When the 
gasoline bombs failed to set the tank ablaze, Staff Ser- 
geant Lawlor crawled to within twenty yards of the 
tank, buried sticky grenades and silenced its fire while 
coveting the withdrawal of hb comrade. He was mortally 
wounded by fire of the enemy riflemen. For his extra- 
ordinary heroism Staff Sergeant L.awldr was posthum- 
ously awarded the Owtinguished Service Cro-^c^ 

COMPANIES AND ^*B'^ COUHTER-A 
THE ENEMYT march 

At 1330. iMarch, Compaoi«3 'A launched 

a counter -attack astride the Ponte Rotto road, following 
smoke ccmcenrra lions. Company 'A'", advancing on the 
eight of the roadf received terrific enemy neblewerfer, self- 
ptopelled. ardllery.. 5mall arms and machine gun concen- 
irations Able"' Gompany became completely disotgan- 
i?.ed and Avithdrcw to m a reprgani/atiojn. Captain 
William P. Atbas. who commanded the company in the 
attack. Was killed during the action The cover was so 
limited and the shelling so intense that casualties 

were suffmd. After nightfall Company "A*\ tt- 
organiJ^ed. regained the ground lost by the Company 'I - 
platoon Coenpaiiy had also received heavy fire but 
pushed on fo its objective and revonsolidated some of the 
lost ground. Staff Sergeant Morm Katamano\vtC7;> ot 
Company “A"’, who vva^ severely wounded First IJeU'- 
tenant Leslie E. Stiles, of Fitsf BattaUon Hfadquartnrs 
and who was killed in a jmbscquenL^cfion. an Ser-ond 
Lieutenant Joseph S. Ancas^agy^ of Gompany. 

were dred for actions performed that day 

The First Battalion companies were engaged througb- 
our the night of 3-4 March At 21^0 it was reported 



that thirty-three men of Company “A" were missing and 
that the company had but thirty effectives to fight with 
I'hc Company pMoon the stream had only 

nineteen men left Htst iJeutenani Arnold M. Reeve, 
of Company killed with 

machine gua fire froin a pevsitTon he manned alone for a 
period of three hours:’** 

Though the First Battalion companies absorbed some 
severe punishment during their counter-attaclks (Com- 
pany ‘A*’ had chirrecn kiUed by mid-morning 4 March) 
the right flank of the RcginwnC was rc-arganized and in 
fair shape. Plans were made for the First Battalion to 
relieve the Third daring the iol In wing night. At 2135 
4 Maceh the enemy threw* a heavy attilkry preparation 
at C^pmpanies ’L ' and on the right the 

Third Battalion sector, then roHowedup wdth a company 
yi?.ed Infantry axiack. Due to cite weakened ipndition ot 
the companies the line there W‘ai thinTy held and the 
enemy succeeded in penetrating tg ihe hgu.^^s located 
along the Poote Rorto road; A bitter fight until 

060(1, 5 March, when the houses pur con- 

trol and the enemy driven h^k. Eighteen Germans were 
captured. Company ‘B’ ;T5 Jst one 

tank during the night's engagement had 
also been called on to repel a small enerny attack fhat 
night. Company "C** relieved Cornpany “K"' on the 
front line. Company "B-;, 84th ChemjVal Battalion, 
assisted The tank destroyers by firing srn«ke op Bridge 5 
to mark it aa a target. The tanks, tank destroyers and 
cannpnjff maneuvered to belter position)? to assist the rifle 
units on the right flank of the Regiment. 

After his major ariempt rtVwipe out the Anzio Beach- 
head was broken by the reinforced Third Infantry 
Division between 29 February and 4 March 1944, the 
enemy resorted to defensive warfare. The Seventh Infan- 
try in the center of the Third Division line, where ihe 
attacks^ were heaviest, once more bad pbyed a major role 
for the “Rock of the Marne * Division Wth their flanks 
exposed and attacked fiercely the "Cotton Baktmcn ’ held 
(heir ground in the face of devastating and powerful 
opposition. Five officers and 105 enlisted men were killed 
during those days and a total of 254 members of the 
Rvgiftient Tvere wounded, ^sides tbo^ already men- 
tiofwd; Prtvalv Oass George R Socie; of Second 
Battulion Headquarters Gopipany: Private Frank Cara- 
donrta of Comp;any and Privates Howard R. Daw- 
•van and Arthur C. Gabriel both of the Medical Detacb- 
rnentj served with disiknetTGu during lire period 
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7tb INFANTRY REMAINS ON DEFENSIVJE 
5^.28 MARCH 1944 

m^e any htiadway agatn^ ihe SeviJnth 
Obired Infantry and orhef unitis of the Amcrkan 

irhrt^d OR the Anzia Beachhead during 

his 29 February- T March 1944, the 

cncHiy then reverted to a definite attitude of active defence. 
He kept ootposrs strongly manned and was active with 
both Tcconnaissance and combat patrol^ thar aucnipted 
to infiltfate through the lines of the defending forces. The 
Allied beachhead forces had themselves bem weakened 
by the attacks and were also conleni to keep tip an active 
defense 

From 4 to 28 March the Seventh In fan tty (rein- 
forced) remained in its positions and improved them with 
the assistance of Company "'A'% 1 Otb Combat Enginc'er 
Battalion, Much time and eifort were given to the im- 
provement of the positions by erection of wire obstacles, 
installation <ff mine fields, digging-in of totwed anti-tank 
guns, and the establlshmenr of alternace lines of common-^ 
icarion. Move men r w^s restricted to the hours of darkness 
with certain etcccptions in the rear areas. The rifle bat- 
talions alternated at being in reserve. Contact was mainr 
cained with the enemy through patrols while the anathed 
and supporting weapons harassed the enemy daily and 
nightly, as did the enemy arriUery. mortars, and self- 
propeiied gons harrass the Seventh Infantry. Each day 
during the period from one to nine members of the Regi- 
ment were killed thfougJ> the patrolling activities of 
enemy ariiilery action and about an equal numbef were 
wounded 

The engineer detail, working in front of the Third 
Bacfalion elie night of 5 -6 Marcbv was harassed by active 
enemy pa irols. Some w and obstacles were instaijed 
but afier sustaining font casualties the detail was driven 
from its work by tin enemy. Long range enemy machine 
gun fire was received by Compaaies ‘ K and ‘ r ' during 
the day of 6 Match and MX enemy tanks pulled up on 
the left of Company '‘C ’ but no fiare-up occurred. 

During the night of 6-.7 Match. Company shot 



bdieved the enemy mighc have something plarmed for 



thtv Seventh Infantry fTont as well The battalions were 
notified and as an inducement or incentive which prob- 
abiy the “dogfaces*’ cohstdered not very attractive at aU. 
jc was promised that any patrol which cap.tvted a Gee- 
man that night would get a one-grade Increase in rank for 
each member participating up to a technical sergeant. In 
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spitevof the ''inducement” no prisoner of war was 
brought in that night. The comparative quietness wa^‘ 
broken at 2300 when a small enemy force attacked Com - 
pany and Company "C ’ reported tanks to its front 
Artillery, mortar, machine gun and .small arms ftre were 
poured on the enemy who were dispersed. By 0100, 
9 March the situation bad cleared and al! cmerny were 
repulsed. 

An ambush patrol from Company ”F” \eent deep into 
enemy-held territory the night of 11-12 March and 
observed several Germans meeting in a centralized locality 
where they appeared to be ebangm guard. By stealth, 
three members advanced to a canvas-coshered dug out 
Slowly and carefully the leader pulled back the caava,s 
and saw six Germans sleeping. Ic was their intention of 
making the sextet their prisoners, but the Browning 
Automatic Rifleman became excited and fired his weapon 
into -the hole. Of a necessity the others opened fire and 
threw band grenades. The fire awakened Germans at 
nearby posts and forced the patrol to withdraw to the 
safciy of its own lines 

In the early hours of 13 March a patrol from Com 

E any ‘ A” ran into serious trouble The leader. Second 
iebtenaot Ghauncy L. White; dr., was killed, one maw 
wounded and five were missing as a result of the action 

Though the actions of those nights and days may seem 
iti to hive . bc*ln minor, >hc^’ ne vcrtheless w ere of 
mipqtfan<e;^4 the actions of many individuals 
ou t, standing. Acf ions of Techn ical Sergeant Arthur 
I Black wood pT Gompahy * 'H”, Private First 
Pri n k X Doris of tx>mpan y ■ E' . P ri.vate First Class 
rvlaufke L Williams and Ptivar^ First Clas.s Joe Wilson, 



nntic- iank Gompany s Wmm guas. Ine 1 htrd Bat 
talion in reserve reported its strength as 30 officers and 
486 enlisfed men^l4 new officers joined the Regiment on 
that day. 

Convparailvely .speaking, the situation on the Seventh 
Infantry Imni svas quiet during daylight hours of 
8 March with lire enemy intermittently she lUng the area. 
The German arttlkry scored hits on the. Seventh IrtfaniTv 
ammunition dumps in and neat the ca.sCle. of Ompp 
motto. Private First Glass Ernesr J. Vaillancpurr dis 
played heroism while extingu^^^ blazer caused by thcr 
shelling,^''^ Company 7L v to a rest camp iri thcTiaf 

areas of the beachhead, Ft isonm ot vyir Weiv pr^^^ 
premium those days, Third Division 
that a special effort he made to captuiv;:a^{^^ 
our front. Thete was ^pme enemy aettviry 'jq 
Infantry sector to on^ lcf^ and VI He^dquattet^ 
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who was severely wounded, both of wham were from 
Company ^‘K‘V Private Jesse C. Babmesak of Company 
ana Private James T^ DeLacy^^^^ 
were reeogtiixed.** 



rrfle shooting, being an expert with ri6e. In 1922 and 
1923 he fired on the Inl^antry Team in the National 
Matches, the latttt year placing second in the National 
Individual Rifie Match. From 1924 to 1934 he coached 
various teams which corojpeted and in 1935 and 1936 
he was jraptain of the Infantry Rifle and Pistol Team. 

In 1940 and 1941 Lieutenant Colonel O' Mohundto 
was an instructor with the Toledo. Ohio, ReserVest Iti 
1941 he Joined the First Armored Division and came 
overseas with that organization in 1942. He was re- 
relieved as commanding ofEcer of the 6th ^ Armored 
Infantry in August 1943 tq asstsl io organizing and 
moving Headquarters Mediterranean Section to 

Oran, Algiers. He then was detaded td Fifth Army Invas- 
ion Tiding Gen ter in North Afcka^ Mentetiant Coloriel 
O'Mobuadro landed ar w the 36th Infantry 

Divtsion and from Octobiy 1943 to 1944, 

when hv joined the Seyenih Infantcy « eJcecuriVc officer, 
he served w ith the Amphibious Hanning Group. Fifth 
Army- 
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ccuhmand of the Reg^^ to Colonel Wiley 

IT. O'Mb'handro, Coloml. known^ as 

“Ash Can Harry" to the boys because of his pet aversioo 
ro that receptade during periods of ittiipection in bivouac 
and non-combat, went m Fifth Arm f Headquarters: 

Through the tampaigns of Sict|y 
and through the rough stuff on the Anzio Beachhesd 
he had commanded the Regiment With distinction.^ 

Infantry as a stepping stone to the grade of general 

The new commanding officer of the Regiment hajd seen 
much service and had advanced from the grade of private. 

Born on 26 November 1894 in Galatia. .lUinpis, he 
received his early education io Missouri grade schools. At 
the age of nineteen he enlisted in the regular army. atid 
b^an his long military career on 1 2 January 1 91 4 at 
Jefferson Barracks/ chen went ro Hawaii where he .served 
with tb? Second Infantry, advancing le the grade of ser- 
geant. He obtained a reserve commission and was called 
to active officer duly direct from the enlisted ranks on 
8 SepuimbiY 1917 and served with the 25th Infantry 
until 1923. In 1920 be had received a regular commis- On 13 March LieufenanrCoI«nel John J. Toffey, III, 
sion- From 1923 to 1 927 he served as an instructor with a rme '■ Cofton Baler"^ joined tbe Regiment* He was born 
the Louisiana National Guard. In 1928 he graduated with che Seventh Infantry at Fon Wayne, Detroit. 
From flie Army Tank School and then served as the com- Mtchtganr on 31 Aiigu.se I9G7, as his farfecr then a 
manding officer of the First Tank Company, First Di vis- raptain in the regular Army served- as adjutant of the 
For fiv# years from 1931 to 1936 be served with Rs;gimen|. Licut^nan spent practically 



Colonel Harry Sbrrman con>man4ed the Seventlx UotrrU Sum 
Infantry from 1 9 FrbruacT 1 ^ 1 7 Pfbnufy 1944 and f rom 

17 Frbhii^iy J 944 to 1 \ March 1944^ 



lOti. For nV# years from 1931 to 1936 be served wub 
the 28th Infantry and then spent some time serving m 
the Philippines. - 

During Lieutenant Colonel O’Mohundrors early caret'!: 
as an eniisted man anti officer be specialized in competiet^^ 
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all his life with the Army in one way ot another and William A, Wcitzcl joined the Regiment on 26 March 
had started his forma] military career by attending Hotio* and assumed command of the Third Battalion lo be the 
lulu Military Academy Later he graduated from CorneJi third commander of that unit during (be month. 
University where was active in the Reserve Officers’ 

Tramingi^rp*. In 1941 he afu-nded the Infantry SEVENTH IJff'ANTRY BATTLE PATROL 
and m i 942 the Command and General Staff School at >^/sVicc lVT'T*r^ nciKTr- 

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. He made the invasion of CUMhS IN 1 O bhlNG 

By the middle of March a static condition existed on 
the front and position warfare developed accompanied 
by nightly reconnaissance and combat patralling. Being 
on the defensive, troops lived for long periods of rime, 
without relief, in wet muddy foxholes existing on cold 
ratiotis* It was the Italian rainy season and the men suf- 
fered intensely from exposure to the elements, many of 
I he«i developing “trench foot'’ and di^ases of the respir- 
atory system. Indiscfimiaately and haphazardly patrols 
pftmxf type and desxnptioc were selected .and sent o«t> 
All too often plans miscarried as orders were briefed 
too IbiWidly and were notundmtood. The men had scanty 
knowledge of the terrain to be covered and were not 
acquainted with each other. Fatigue and exposure tiumbed 
the seasory perceptions of the men. 

In Order to alleviate conditions and to increase the 
effectiveness of its intelligence work, upon the suggestion 
and under the guidance of Lieutenant Colonel John J- 
Toffey, III. the Regiment on 19 March organized a body 
of volunteers known as the Battle Patrol Four officers 
and forty^-five enlisted men commenced a short period of 
training in the vicinity of Service Company, Captain 
Frank Pcuuzel of Company “K“ was in charge of pre- 
Hminary training First Lieutenant William K, Dieleman, 
a ride company veteran who had won his commissiem on 
the batrieficld. became commanding officet of the Seventh 
Infantry Battle Patrol, which was organized along the 
following lines; forty-five enlisted men w^ere divided into 
three groups each led by an officer. Each group was 
further subdivided into Three five- man teams, the first 
for reconnaissance, the second for assault and the third 
ic put dawn a base of fire. The teams were to be led by 
sergeants and being small compact groups, they would be 
well coordinated and controlled. 

The members of the Battle Patrol were (o have the- 
advantage of hot meals, .dry clothing and a comfortabk 
place to rest and sleep so their mental and physical condi- 
tion w'ould be greatly enhanced. The Battle Parrol was 
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North Africa as the commanding officer Third Battalion, 
60th Infantry, 9tb Infantry Division and fought 
through the African campaigns until wounded at Mak- 
nassey, Tunisia, on 23 March 1943, After discharge 
ftom a hospital he fought through the Sicilian Cam- 
paign, then transferred to the Third Division in Septem- 
ber 1941, and commanded the Second Banalion. J 5th 
Infantry through the Southern Italy Campaign and the 
Anzio fighting. He assumed the duties of executive officer 
and. as late w^ould have it. he was to be killed in action 
serving w'lth the famous regiment with \vhich he was 
born 

A!^ <4fi 1 3 March 1944 the able Lieutenant Colonel 
Frank M Izenonr returned to th»t Regiment and once 
more a,wj)ne command of the First Battalion. Major 
Fr^nk C. Sinwl served as his execUtivr officer for a short 
period before returning home lo the Lk 5. A on rotation. 
Major Lloyd B. Ramsay was assigned to the command 
of the Third Banalion and M^jor Clayton C. Thobro 
remamed with that unit as the second in command. 7 Vo 
other officers who returned from hospitals at this time 
were Captains Kenneth W, Wallace and Irving R. 



Pint Lifuuoint William COelt- 

man joined fbe 7,tb Inhxtfff ^ s 
squad leadft n* 7 April He 

adeaneed t« phcoon aet^^t 
made the Fedala tanking* and th* in- 
vasion of Sirilr wuh Company 
He teceived a. Ibaftie field «4^«ta*rioo 
on 11 Septemhet 19^3 and 
with dfscifiction in the 
Foggia campaign and on the AnXb 
Beachhead. On 1 8 March 19^4 he 
was selected to be the hnt com- 
mander of the ReginwoCal Batth 
Patrpf Known for bis ability and 
ccfttrage he was called ''FiftbunS 
William K- Dielensan**. 



PvL Elmo Bert ram. jefr, 
of Co. 'X“. and S/Sgt. 
Rohtrt F. Holtzinan> eight. 

killed in 

action on 5 March 1944. 



io .suppicinctit foutims patrols of the rifle companies 4ud 
barial^o^s^ and nor supplant them. All personnel were 
to be equipped and trained in the use of knives, grenades, 
bayonets, and the latest combat weapons. A patrol was 
ro he sent out nightly, alternating betv'cen the three 
groups, thus providing the other two with ample rest and 



Wyeth. Captain Wall replaced Captain Robert L. 
Croziey, of Compauv ' A”, who ivas wounded and 
evacuated. Cap fain assumed command of Com- 

pany *‘B“ buL^mainki o three days wl«n he was 
w^ounded agatn and evacuated. Lieutenant Colond 



sufficient time in which to prepare and plan for their 
forthcoming operational patrols or limited objective at- 
tacks. Nearly all missions were to be known at least 
thirty-six. boufs ill advance, to allow plenty of rime for 
briefing, planning, discussion and study of maps and 
aerial photographs. Every mission was to be thoroughly 




2 Li. Chauwcey L. White, left, of Co. and I Lii Walter A- 
Rlaosmifi, of Co. were IdUed in action on the An*to Beacb- 

head during Match 

fecoonoilCTcd in advance. Thus a highly trained, organ- 
ized, closcly-knit group of men motivated by a superb 
'esprit de cprps’% specifically trained, and whose sole 
function was to patrol, came into being and prodDccd 
superior results. 

The military situation at the time did not permit the 
Battle Patrol to undergo a lengthy period of training and 
indoctrination as a unit before it was pm to the irob tesf. 
On the night of 25-26 March, the Battle. Patrol was 
ordered to attack; seize House ‘Y’^ an irhportant terrain 
feature west of Ponte Rotta, and hold it until relieved by 
a holding force from Company The . house had 
changed hands a dozen times arid was the scene of many 
fierce skifniUhcs. It was employed as an enemy observa- 
tion post and was a troublesome sorc-spotj being situated 
oo the crest of a ground rise which permitted enemy 
tanks to emerge suddenly from defilade, fife a number of 
rounds at our lines only three hundred yards away and 
then take cover before friendly fire could adjust oil them. 

Acting oo mfocmation secured by reconri the 

flight before, a group of fifteen men fro the Battle 



Vxt. Robert H. Luny, left, 
of Co. “F*', 2 vd Pvt. Nor- 
man A. Hebert, of Co 
'^G”» wvre kllTed in action 
on tb^ Anrio Beachhead 
daring March and Ahnl 
1944. 



Patrol crawled from our front lines to the house. At 
0200 hours 26 March Staff Sergeant Eric F. Leitner crept 
within thirty- five yards of the objective and surprised an 
enemy machine gun flcst, dispatched , one. enemy , captured 




a second and assisted in kilUng three otbef^ as rhey at^ 
templed to escape. Sergeant . Wdliam S 
materially ajsistsred in the capture of tW db)cCtive. Staff 
Sergeant Leitner shouted out false ordcis in Cjcrmaa 
which confused the enemy Soldiers. Tbotigh outnum- 
hered the Battle Pativi group caused the enemy fd 
retreat.^® 

At daybreak the enerny counter -attacked the Battle 
Patrol and the holding force of Company ' and re- 
captured House 'Y '- Five nicmbers of an outpost wcTe 
wounded. Staff Sergeant Erie F Ijeuner again displayed 
gallantry in act ion, He covered the evacuatiori of the 
five wounded members and led four men across threi^ 
hundred yards of exposed, bare terrain oo the dbubte. at 
the same time wounding enemy who was firing pdinL 
blank at him. Then in a duel tisirig his M- 1 agaiitst a 
machine gunner and an enemy armed with a machine 
pistol were firing at htm from ranges of fifty and 
thirty yards fcspecCivtlyv be killed ^ man with the 
machine pistol, silenced tlie machine gun. and enabled the 
successful wacuation of the wounded.®^ 

Two officers and three enlisted men of Company ' 
were wounded in the dawn coantex'anack by the enemy 
The area was smoked to cover the evacuation of tlie Battle 
Patrol and Company ‘'K^* casualties. As the eaemy had 
regained House “Y” the nighris sortie failed but the 
Seventh Infantry Battle Patrol bad pasaaed its initial test 
by giving an excellent account of itself. 

1 35cb INFANTRY OF 34th INFANTRY 
DIVISION REUEVES 7tb INFANTRY 

The 13 5th infantry Regimeiu of tl«?3 4 
Divisionr which rem forced the beach^M 
menced the relief of the Seventh Infantry i&n the firic the 
ni^t of 26-27 March and coiDplefeed tlw^work at 1)400, 
28Marchl944. 

The Regiment assembled in the vicinity of Pmeta de 
Tre Astuia southeast of Netiunp which wa;s to become 
known as ^Thc P^nes.''^ The rymainmg days in March 
wete in impK>virig area and digging 

jtVing and working quartjehj deep into the with 

coverings of at hast twelve tnchcir Of earth, for ibe Ger- 
mans were well aware of the position and strafed and 
shelled it regularly. 

From 0200 hours 22 January 1944 to 0400 hours 
28 March 1944 the "Cotton Baler" Regiment had spent 
an unbroken string of sixty -seven days in the Itne, the 
longest stretch the Regiment had fought, up to that time 
in the Second World War. Fifty percent of rhe officers 
and forty-two percent of the enlisted men who made the 
landing on 22 January were with the Regiment on 31 
March.^* Four hundred twenty-eight "Cotton Baletmen" 
had given ibeir lives to their country's cause during the 
period, 

On 3 1 March Captain Jack M. Duncan left the Regi* 
ment and was assigned to the Third Infantry Division 
G-3 Section/ Major Clayton C. Thobro assumed the 
duiies of Regunental S-3. 

GOf No. 91 » 94. HQ, id Inf DiV., 13 » 21 M^y 

Liitni’r W S^i. Cacctniello were esth tb^ Si*r 

MifdiU 

GO No 91. HQ. 3d Ibf, Dtv U A1ay ;44, Uiiner % m 

4»JTdfd tbe iu dak Leaf Closier to the Silver Sur 

Rttrort of Oewrationj for 1-31 March 1944^ Hq«, 7il> Infacttry. 

4 April 1944. tJ 2 . 
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CHAPTER V 





Twelve Days at **The Pines **and Seventeen Days In the Line 



During the pcnod April I944y ihrR^gimtat was Baler“ positions. In tb« right b^lf was Clc Torre di 
irt VI Corps Reserve and Ideated in 'The Pines’', Train- Padiglione. 3 stnall clump of builcllings. The Fdsso delle 
ing was conducted in combat and known distance firing. Ganocce, Fosso del Lescbli 3 De< and Passo della fncoccia 
night problems involving limited abjective attacks and joint^ the Fosso Spacc;;i 5 aifc 4 ( just the lirde settk' 

rapid reorganization. Problems for the _r die squad and ment. The taUway b^d cut diagdn^ through the Sev- 
enth Infantry sector. 

Du ri n g the se ven tetn daya that the Seventh In to tij 
spent in the lines during the month of Aprit 1944. 
enemy operations remained strictly defensive, except for 
liniifed objectiw attacks in which they atiempled to 
retake critical positions which the Seventh Infantry bad 
taken. Ai^ a mult of the increased activity in the sector of 
the Regiment, their patrolling Was gream and Oh four 
days there was marked taercase in the use of thrir 
artillery. 

Since the first reli<rf of the Seventh Infantry on Zfi 
March and up to 12 Aprih when it went back into tbr 
lines, the over all pauern of the enemy activicy did nor 
change, nor did his order of battle change to any gte^r 
extent. He continued cotustmetion and organization of 
a .strong defensive line generally one thousand &'teen 
hundred yards beyond the furthest outposts of the Regi- 
ment. He occupied houses organized as strong poiiipf, 
utilized mines, wire, serni fortified machine gun 
and dug-in rifle pits, AxtiUcry of hght. medium and 
lieavT calibres were used. His arTention was centered on 
the Padiglione road, junction, southwest of the town by 
the same name. Enemy patrolling was not aggressive, 
nor did he deliver any attacks, even of small size 

The enemy used the road net Albano-Vclletfi-Catto- 
ceto and the extensive secondary net, particularly along 
the Albano-Carroceto route for supply and administra- 
tive purposes. Supply installations, bivouac areas and 
command posts of larger unit^t were located principally 
north of the railroad which passes through Campotcone. 
and south of Genzano. 7Tie enemy made no movement 
Or concentration of troops which would indicate any 
change in bis attitude or actmty. 

If was expected that unprovepient in weather and 
drying out of the terrain would work to the disadvan- 
tage of the enemy. Our superiority armor and aifcraft 
would be abetted by cle^ir wwher: dry ground and longer 
hours of daylight ^ thus operations 

diftculi and costly, w^hile it would be easier for our troops 
to A4ke offenriye ;T3te. change, was expected to he 
gradual, for April was still td be a wet month. 

Since the enemy succeeded in slopping Ibc attack at 
at least tempotoiVv wais expected to continue 
the strong defense there. At die s^ime time any Urge scale 
attacks against the positions held by the Allied Foyccs 
Wtould prove so costly 10 the enemy that he was not 
likely to awempt anything more than limited objective 
attacks or small scale efforts to reduce and occupy foiward 
positions. This fit in well with a picture of prolonged 
defensive activity on the part of the focv coupled as it 
was by the absence of any Urge scale troop mor\‘menls 
or build up of art tilery which usually preceded a 
offensive action. 

During the pefiod 15 18 April 1944 the Regiment 
remained in tUfeusto p^ritious with tlic First and Third 
Bamlioivs' on the th^ Battalion in Regir 

mental resetye. De tensive pewiti to vsere iaiproyed and 
Contact wa.i inainxainrd With the enemy. Outposts were 
msiutalned dtmug ttoh^ darkness and virithdrawn 
during daylight. The Battle Tatrcrand companies oppr; 



7th INFANTRY RETURNS TO THE FRONT 

On 1 J April 1944 orders were issued for the Snenth 
Infantry to relieve the ) 79th Infantry of the 45th Infan- 
^yTHviric?n on I line. The relief was conducted in an 
Ptd^rity mannet by the three bit uljons, one battalion each 
night eommenctng the night of 12 T3 April when the 



Third Batralian went into 'the line. The First Battalion 
followed the night of 1 3-14 April, The relief was com- 
peted without incident at 1 500 50b by the Second Bat- 
taiiori wbieb started rife new combat period cn Regi- 
mental reserve. 

The 6tb G0rdon.s (Btirish) and Uter the 1st LoyaU 
(British) vvere on the left flank and the 30th Infantry 
was Pa the right of the Redmynt 13-29 

April 1944. Company of Com- 

pany '’C'*, S3rd Gbemical Battalion, were attached to 
the Regiment during the period while the 16C/th Field 
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atcd patrols nightly, which when detected by the enemy 
were fired on with flares, machine guns and mortars. A 
permanent outpost was maintained at the stream bed of 
Fosso della Ficoccia less than three hundred yards north- 
east of the windmill, Font le Campo dei Pesci, which 
was becoming a famous landmark in the sector. The 
Second Battalion maintained interior patrols and con- 
ducted a limited training program. 

On 16 April the sector was generally quiet. Shortly 
before daylight enemy aircraft pulled a sneak attack and 
dropped anti-personnel and high explosive bombs on the 
troops. Throughout the day harassing artillery fell 
within the sector. The First and Third Battalions re- 
mained in position, maintained physical contact with 
each other and with the adjacent units. The First Bat- 
talion directed 1 20 rounds of tank fire on Carroceto and 
Aprilia at 2300 hours, starting one fire. Enemy flares 
were fired in front of Companies “A" and "B". On the 
right flank of Company “A" the enemy fired three mor- 
tars, machine pistols and some small arms. Two sniper 
posts were established by the Red Battalion. 

A three-man reconnaissance patrol from Company 
“L" moved up on the right side of Fosso del Leschione 
to the road and then back to the stream. When the patrol 
halted for a moment enemy flares were fired not fifty 
yards away. The men hugged the ground and froze into 
position. They could hear every word spoken by the 
Germans. Within a half hour the enemy left and the 
patrol scurried back to the safety of Seventh Infantry 
lines and reported that the bridge on the railroad had 




been blown but that it was still passable for jeeps. 

Another three-man patrol exchanged small arms fire 
with a ten to fifteen man enemy patrol. Company “D" 
sent machine gun fire into the woods about 600 yards to 
the left of the windmill on the night of the 17th and 
caused the enemy to fire more flares. Patrols received heavy 
machine gun fire from several points that night. 

The First Battalion outpost on the Fosso del Leschi- 
one east of the windmill consisted of one platoon of 
Company “C ” reinforced with a section of light machine 
guns and one 60mm mortar. A patrol from Company 



“C” reconnoitered the windmill the night of 18-19 
April and found that the concertina wire there was booby 
trapped. Machine gun, small arms and tank fire was 
received. Upon returning the patrol was fired on by 
friendly forces and three members wounded. Another 
Company “C” patrol observed seven enemy. Numerous 
flares were fired in front of the First Battalion’s sector 
that night. 

OPERATION JONES^’ 

On 18 April Lieutenant Colonel O’Mohundro issued 
instructions for an operation which was known as “Mr. 
Jones” and involved Companies “G” and “K”, the Battle 
Patrol and a platoon of Company ”L”. The mission for 
the operation was to secure and hold the key area “X”. 
which included the stream junctions of Fosso Leschione 
and Fosso delle Vallicellette, and to advance the front 
lines generally to the line Fosso Leschione on the north- 
east and to Fosso delle Vallicellette on the northwest. 

The operation was to be conducted in two phases. 
In Phase I, scheduled for the night of 18-19 April, Corn- 
pany “K”, minus one platoon supporting Company ”1”. 
was to move by marching at 2100 to a previously recon- 
noitered assembly area (see Map No. 44) . Company “G” 
was to move out of the Second Battalion area to the area 
vacated by “King” Company and become attached to the 
Third Battalion. The Battle Patrol also was to move up 
while a detachment from Company “A” 10th Engineers, 
was to establish a materiel dump of wire, pickets, anti- 
tank and anti-personnel mines. Reconnaissance missions 
led by officers were scheduled for the Battle Patrol to 
reconnoiter Area “X”, Company ”K” to investigate 
-Area “Y”, the “King” Company platoon in support of 
Company “I” to determine the most suitable area to 
defend within area “Z” and the support platoon of Com- 
pany “L” to reconnoiter Area “A”. 

For the following night the real action was to take 
place. The Battle Patrol was scheduled to leave its area 
at 2030 to seize and secure Area “X” for occupation by 
Company “K” minus one platoon. The Patrol was to 
withdraw only on order of the Third Battalion com- 
mander and after the "King” Company elements had 
moved up from Area “Y”. Company “G” was to move 
up and occupy the spot to be vacated by “K”. The 
“King” Company platoon in support of Company “I” 
was to seize, secure and occupy area “Z” while the sup- 
port platoon of Company “L” was to do the same with 
Area “A”. The artillery, chemical mortars and 81mm 
mortars planned fires to be delivered on call. The Com- 
manding Officer ordered that all units be especially secur- 
ity minded. All messages sent during the operation were 
to be by pre-arranged code words to be memorized by the 
leaders concerned. It was imperative that the enemy get 
no inkling of the plan. Stealth was to be used until a 
fire fight should start: then, to insure success, all men were 
to display the old “Cotton Baler” offensive spirit and 
fight. 

The preliminary moves of the first night were con- 
ducted without incident but the second night the Battle 
Patrol became engaged with a strong enemy force and 
did not capture Area “X”. 

The Battle Patrol moved out of its area in back of 
Company “G” and upon reaching the vicinity of the 
railroad, a large group of enemy troops was observed 
moving toward it. Though the enemy had complete 
control of the area from the woods to the north and only 
a few shell holes provided cover for the Battle Patrol on 
the flat terrain, First Lieutenant William K. Dieleman. 
without hesitation, committed his men against the 
enemy. A savage fire fight at the closest range broke out. 
In the darkness one group of the Battle Patrol was almost 
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completely encixcled by the cneirny troops. In fact, in one 
instance, a German mj wittingly stepped upon the hand of 
a member of the PatroL With ammtinitiQn dwindling, 
outnumbered by a force five times as which was 

reinforced with tnachioc goas* the Battle PalToI broke 
contact to effect a reorganization 

During the three hours of battU. the Battle Patrol cap- 
tured six prisoners, killed sixteen and inflicted at least 
thirty casualties upon the enemy ; at a cost of one man 
killed and another wounded. Upon retutn to friendly 
Jincs* artillery and mortar fire was called for and laid 
down cfn the scene of the fight. 



the same, it returned only to be forced to withdraw 
because of excessive enciriy artillery fee. 

During the daylight hours on 20 April, contact was 
maintained with the enemy. After dark and until day- 
light of the 21st, the Seventh Infantry successfully ex- 
tended its lines to the right of the railroad bed and east 
of Padiglione. The enemy became apprehensive oyer the 
situation and fired many flares and increased the use of 
bis artillery Shortly da a formation of 

enemy planes passed over the Regimen t dropping flares 
and propaganda leaflets. Two bombs were dropped in the 
vicinity of the Command Post of Anti-Tank Company, 
causing no damage. The Seventh Infantry held and con- 
solidated all of its positkm^ a^tid scacted to wire the front 
lines so that the enemy would be kept out of hand 
grenade range. All ojf wire was covered by 

automatic weapons sighted to the enemy side 

of the wire. Cannon Company fired ewenty-five rounds 
at a house on the road th the east of ApriHa. scoring fif* 
teen direct bits, and successfully dispersed a large number 
of enemy personnel in the vicinity, Other targets of 
opportunity were also fired on. The 1 0th Engineers 
began preparations' to install wire, but because of the 
extremely heavy enemy harassing fire, were unable to 
do so,. 

The night of 20-21 April two sqUads of Company 
'T'" furnished local security for two tanks of the 191st 
Tank Battalion, Company "E", minus the two souads, 
moved over behind the First Battalion along the rosso 
Spaccasassi. Company **C’' (minus one platoon). Com- 
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pany and the right platoon of Company 
cuvered to new positions. The Company ‘'U' platoon 
encountered an enemy patrol and a small fight resulted 
with one of the enemy getting killed. The Battle Patrol 
was attached to Company 'T' during the night, 

0400 when it moved to the vtrimty of the Second 
Battalion, 

On 21 April near Padiglione First Lieutenant Janies 
H. McCracken of Company ‘'K*’ left the cover 
command post duriag an artillery contenfratidn to iidjust 
friendly artillery fire on an enemy mortar battery<> While 
others were in their foxholes. First Lieutenant McCr^ken 
crawled one hundred yards forward over the flat and 
exposed terrain and silen^d th^ mortar battery in thirty 
min a tes,, during which tii^ the direct target at 

seyeacy-five yards range,, of hiachifie gun and rifle fire that 
missed hint by inches ; Approximately one hour latct. 
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The same night a twenty- four man patrol from Com- 
pany "'C'* contacted an enemy patroL estimated to be of 
at least twenty men* when it was about fifty yards from 
the windmill. It engaged the enemy in a fite fight forcing 
the foe to withdraw, with the combat patrol In close 
pursuit, until the enemy reached some of their dug -in 
positions 400 yards to the left, where they were sup- 
ported by two machine pistols and other riflemen, In 
urter disregard for its own safety* the patrol continued 
the fight until all of the ammunition was exhaoBted. It 
then withdrew and upon receiving a new supply of 
ammunitiQn returned to re-engage the foe. The enemy, 
howvver, had from the posuibns and the 

patrol continued west until it was about 600 yatds ff^ 
the wvndmtU. where it was halted by a machin^^ gun 
emplaccmeni: and a strong force of enripy; 

A^l^ght man patrol from Company mo vied 
for the wihdmnL where it intended to resnain until day* 
light to ambush any of the enemy who would vacat- 
ini^: the position at the rime= Howevefi ife ran into an 
Estrinatea platoon of Germans. A 
the patrol expending its ammunition, U|^ repkniahing 



An III photo of some of the fliutAiiil nf the AnPo Beachhead. IsoU 
Bella is in the foregronnd and Ciiferna di Littoria it in the back- 
gfnimd» 
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First Lieutenant McCracken again crawled about one 
hundred yards out in the open, and successfully adjusted 
60mm mortar fire on an enemy gun. At this time he was 
exposed to enemy artillery shells which burst twenty- 
five to thirty-five yards from him. He was killed in sub- 
sequent action.®® 

Four enemy machine guns located themselves between 
Companies “K" and "L" during the night of 21-22 
April. Three combat patrols were sent out to engage 
the enemy weapons and later an additional squad was 




sent to reinforce the patrols. All efforts to destroy the 
enemy weapons that night failed. Early in the morning 
Private First Class Virgus C. Thomas of the Medical 
Detachment crawled forward under the fire of two enemy 
machine guns and small arms and treated three wounded 
"Cotton Balers" and in so doing was severely wounded.®® 

Lieutenant Colonel Arthur J. Smith, Jr., replaced 
Lieutenant Colonel William A. Weitzel as the com- 
manding officer of the Third Battalion on 22 April 1 944. 

COMPANY "G" CONDUCTS LIMITED ATTACK 
22-23 APRIL 1944 

Under the command of Captain Edgar H. Poinsett, 
Company "G", supported by four tanks of the 191st 
Tank Battalion, conducted a successful, limited attack 
on enemy positions west of Torre di Padiglione, north 
of the railway bed. Companies "K" and "L" of the 
Third Battalion supported the attack by fire. 

Preceded by a heavy artillery preparation, the attack 
jumped off at 2200 hours 22 April. Creeping and crawl- 
ing over the barren muddy ground, the company was but 
three hundred yards from its objective two hours later, 
when it was forced to call for supporting fire from the 
tanks, which was delivered effectively until the tanks 
exhausted their ammunition and had to withdraw. At 
0100 hours on 23 April, less than one hundred yards 



separated the men from their objective and they began 
slugging it out with machine guns. Ammunition became 
low, but was replenished before it was all consumed. 

Captain Edgar H. Poinsett abandoned his cover in 
the face of heavy automatic fire at one hundred yards 
range and took up an exposed position to direct the 
attack of his company upon the important enemy posi- 
tion. When his two assault platoons lost contact with 
each other. Captain Poinsett ran forward twenty-five 
yards to a knoll, and coordinated the attack by means 
of his radio. Although he was the direct target of enemy 
automatic and grenade fire which tore up the earth around 
him. Captain Poinsett remained at his elevated and 
exposed position and guided his troops forward to within 
fifty yards of the enemy. 

Shortly after daylight an enemy strongpoint was 
taken with thirteen prisoners, two dozen machine guns 
and machine pistols, and a large quantity of other arms. 
Company "G" continued its limited attack on the 23rd 
to clear the enemy from between the positions of Com- 
panies "K" and "L". 

Heavy mortar fire fell on the "George" Company men 
as they mopped up. but the enemy pieces were quickly 
located and silenced. A smoke screen was laid down by 
the 83rd Chemical Battalion to aid the advance. Finally 




the men came abreast of the positions of Company "L". 
Enemy small arms fire ceased. Company "G" had, in its 
limited attack, closed the gap between the two Third 
Battalion companies. In addition to the thirteen prison- 
ers captured the first night, Company "G" took fourteen 
other prisoners and one of them remarked that because 
of our intense artillery and mortar concentrations, and 
constant patrol activity they had not received food or 
water for three days. Company "G" was relieved at 0520 
24 April and returned to the control of the Second Bat- 
talion. Five men had been killed and twenty six seriously 
wounded during the assault. 



became distinguished in action during the attack. Private 
GO No. 161, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 18 July ’44. 1 I t. McCracken 
was posthumously awarded the Silver Star Medal. 



GO No. 25 7, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 8 Nov. '44. Pfe Thomas was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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Besides their leader several “George" Company men 
became distinguished in action during the attack. Private 
First Class Ernest N. Ross, wounded and missing as a 
result of the action, voluntarily had braved machine gun 
and sniper fire to cut gaps in wire entanglements laid by 
the enemy. Private First Class Lewis H. Robinson, a 
Browning automatic rifleman, silenced an enemy 
machine gun by killing and wounding all of its crew. 
Sergeant Frank J. Grasso maneuvered his squad in a 
masterful fashion which was an important factor in the 
rout of the enemy. Staff Sergeant Wilfred F. Guimont, 
who was wounded three times, manned an exposed ob- 
servation post and successfully adjusted fire on enemy 
positions despite heavy fire received. Staff Sergeant George 

E. Wood restored communications between the forward 
platoons and was wounded in the action. Private First 
Class Frank Acker personally routed six Germans with 
grenade fire and captured them.®® 

Also during the attack Private First Class Theodore 

F. Thompson of the Medical Detachment suffered 
wounds while treating other wounded. First Lieutenant 
John S. Raney of Company “M" and Private First Class 
Thomas J. Werbie of Company "L", both of whom 
were killed in subsequent actions, rendered valuable 
assistance to Company "G". First Lieutenant Raney 
directed machine gun fire and adjusted the fire of friendly 
mortars. Private First Class Werbie killed five Germans 
with rifle fire and three with hand grenade fire. Staff 
Sergeant Herbert H. Longcrier of Third Battalion Head- 
quarters entered a booby-trapped enemy minefield in 
which four men had been killed and six wounded and 
disarmed twelve teller mines while under the direct fire 
of enemy machine guns.®® 

BATTLE PATROL CAPTURES THE WINDMILL 

The night of 23-24 April saw the capture of a small 
but very important objective which had been a target 
and objective by various units for quite some time. The 
windmill, an object usually associated with peaceful rural 
scenes, was here the Font le Campo dei Pesci, northwest 
of Cle Panfilo in Italy, the object of many furious battles 
and skirmishes. The enemy had used it for weeks as an 
outpost and the Allies had tried many times to take it 
without success. 

At 2330, 23 April, a group of the Battle Patrol left 
the Company "B’' Command Post, on the mission of 
capturing the windmill. A small enemy detachment held 
the much desired objective that night and were driven 
off after a fierce fire fight. The patrol then dug-in and 
drove off enemy who attempted to infiltrate the positions. 
The enemy suffered four killed during the engagement. 
The Battle Patrol sustained five casualties. After Second 
Lieutenant John J. Greene of the Battle Patrol had led 
the patrol in the successful assault upon the enemy strong- 
point, six riflemen and two machine gun crews of Com- 
pany ‘‘B’' sent to take over the position were disorganized 
by fire from previously zeroed-in mortars and prepared 
machine gun fire, which wounded nine members of the 
outpost group. By skillful and courageous leadership. 
Second Lieutenant Greene reorganized the outpost and 
thus enabled it to hold its position.®^ 

The Battle Patrol was finally relieved at the windmill 
and withdrew. At the request of the Commanding Gen- 
eral. the windmill was made a part of the main line of 
resistance. The outpost in its vicinity thereafter consisted 
of one officer, eight riflemen and a section of light machine 
guns. 

The enemy tried to retake the windmill the following 
day and night but failed. The First Battalion established 
outposts on the right and left of the windmill outpost 
to provide flank protection. On the night of 24-25 



April 1944, Private First Class Forrest W. Hendrix of 
Company “C" was chiefly responsible for the defeat of 
a fifteen-man enemy combat patrol that crept within 
twenty-five yards of his platoon's outpost position near 
7'orre Di Padiglione.®^ 

The Third Battalion received unusually heavy artil- 
lery fire all along its front lines with Company "K" sus- 
taining twenty and Company "L" two casualties. Under 
cover of a dense smoke screen, the British on the left flank 
successfully relieved the 6th Gordons with the 1st 
Loyals. 

During the afternoon of 25 April, three enemy ap- 
peared suddenly in front of the Third Battalion. As they 
ran forward, they yelled "Kamerad." Seventh Infantry 
troops fired on them and some men were sent out to kill 
or capture them. After a search by the patrol from Com- 
pany "I" no bodies were found, although an enemy 
machine gun was brought back. 

At 1000 on the 26th, at the height of a terrific rain- 
storm, a forward outpost of the Third Battalion manned 




by Company "K" and Company "M" personnel was 
ambushed by the enemy with one man being killed and 
six captured. Only two men saw the incident. They 
opened fire and killed one enemy but were unable to 
prevent the other enemy from taking the six "Cotton 
Balermcn" prisoners. The Commanding Officer of the 
Regiment considered the incident a disgrace to have some 
of its members captured and so directed the commanding 
officer of the Third Battalion to inform all his oflicers 
and men. An enemy shell hit the First Battalion Head- 
quarters Company kitchen, killing one man and wound- 
ing seven. 

The Seventh Infantry remained in position on the 
27th and 28th, maintained contact with the enemy, con- 
ducted patrols and continued to improve its defenses. On 

GOs No. 91, 103, 106. 108, 1 1 7, 161, 166. 187 « 206, HQ. 
3d Inf. Div.. 13 May. 8. 9 » 13 June, 18 « 27 July, 5 Sept. 
6^ 2 Oct. '44. 1 Lt. Raney was posthumously awarded the 1st 
Oak Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star Medal. Capt. Poinsett, S/Sgts. 
Guimont. Longcrier B Wood. Sgt. Grasso. Pfes Acker. Robin- 
son, Ross, Thompson W Werbie were each awarded the Silver 
Star Medal. 

GO No. 103, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 8 June '44. 2 I t. Greene was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

®- GO No. 134, HQ, 3d Inf. Div.. 27 June '44. Pfe Hendrix was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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Anz»o Beachhead Staff Sc tgeant Arthur B. Cuity of 
Company "D'' Pnvate First Gfass Kjiymond U 
hold of Company "B", Private Alfonso At. Heroande?. 
of Company “G” and Private Michael J. Vakli of Goth- 
pauy *‘B' ' were commended,^* 



GERMANS TRY PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE 
cm 7th INFANTRY TO NQ AVAIL 



Aflct uhsuccessful attempts to drive the Sevemb Inlaa 
try and the other American and Bruish units, on 
Anzio Beachhead into the sea the Germans tried thei] 
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Another weapon which the Germans u^cd against the 2Jst all the while getting ready for a return to Actual 
Beachhead was a large railroad gun of Very heavy calibre, combat, 
probably of 370mm, and which the Amem^ 

The Ahzio Express'*. Daily ^h^llings made by 
the gun and on many occasion? was caused 

m Anzio and Nennno. One ' 

about The monstrous shells fired by the gun and here 
quoted: 

THE WHISPERING RIDERS 

Come listen you Doggies, to a batclc-w^OfU tale 
Of a monstrous shell vvith.a wearisome wait . 

All through the day and all through the night. 

You can hear this strange Rider, that whispers in Sight, 

I eta wl in my dugout to ki^ out of the way 
Till the Rider has ended his tide for the day. 

Then the challenge is taken, guns roar in a row 
tn revenge for the shelling of the Port Anzio. 

And the whispering song» going the opposite way. 

Ate the hard-hitting Riders , . made in (J. S. A 

L ester Yost. Pfe, 

Hq Co, 3rd Bn, 

7th Infantry 

7th INFANTRY IS RELIEVED BY ELEMENTS 
45rh INFANTRY DIVISION 

The Second and Third Battalicins were relieved the 
night of 28-29 April by the Third BaUaliqn i*>7tb 
Infantry and the Third Battalion 179ih Infantry- Two 
men of the 1 7 9ch Infantry were wounded by epemy 
artillery fire during the felief, The Fi^t Battalion, 

Cannon and Anti-Tank Compa:nies wm relieved during 
ihc night of 29 30 April and closed ini^ a rear arf^a. 

Enemy artillery and mortar fire caused mote’ casualties 
The 1 79th I nfantry strflTered one man killed and" three 
wounded while: t.hc Seventh Jhfarftry had four men 
Wounded. ^ 

On 1 May the Regitncnt beach area 

of “The Pines ’ once ni ore and 



PLANS FOR THE BREAKTHROtJGH 

In variy May 1944 the Vf American Corps made 
plans and issued orders for a general attack to break our 
of the Anzio Beachhead, to sei/A* the high ground in the 
yicinity of Cori and be prepared to continue the attack 
to seize Orenia and cur Highway 6 in the vicinity of 
Valmcntone. The Third Infantry Division, to he flanked 
by the First Armored Division on the left and tlic First 
Special Service Force on the right* was ordered to capturji 
Cistema di Litjtoria which had been ^uccesKsfuIly defended 
by the Germans during the ill fated attacks of 30-31 
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January. The Xll Tactical Air Command was to sup- 
port the attack by neutralization of enemy artillery, de- 
struction of concentration areas, communication centers 
and dumps, and disruption of enemy movements, par- 
ticularly armor. The VI Corps artillery was to support 
the attack by prearranged fires, observed fires, counter- 
battery, interdiction and harassing fires. Naval gun fire 
support was also to be given by prearranged observed 
fires. 

The Third Infantry Division issued orders to attack 
on D-Day, H-Hour, to reduce La Villa, isolate and 
reduce Cisterna di Littoria, seize and hold Line X-Y in 
its zone, to destroy all enemy in its zone and maintain 
contact with the First Armored Division on the left and 
First Special Service Force on the right. 

All three regiments of the Division and the attach- 
ments, consisting of the 601st Tank Destroyer Battalion, 
75 1st Tank Battalion, 84th Chemical Battalion (less 
two Companies). 441st Anti-Aircraft Artillery (AW) 
Battalion and the 24th Armored Field Regiment were 
assigned missions. Each of the three regiments was 
ordered to attack with not less than two rifle battalions. 

Two phases were planned for the attack, (see Map 
No. 49). For the first phase the Seventh Infantry was 
assigned the mission of attacking in the center of the 
Third Division line with not more than two battalions, 
and seizing and holding objectives “H", “I", “J", “K" 
and “L." Then Cisterna di Littoria was to be attacked 
by the fire of all available battalion weapons from 
Objective “L". One battalion was to be maintained in 
Area II to be committed in Phase II or on Division order. 
All enemy in the zone were to be destroyed and contact 
maintained with the adjacent units. Company “B", 84th 
Chemical Battalion, and Company “A", 751st Tank 
Battalion, were attached to the Regiment for the opera- 
tion. 

On the left of the Regiment the 30th Infantry was 
ordered to attack at the same time and seize Objectives 
"A". “B", “C'. “D”, “F " and “G." The 15th 

Infantry on the right was ordered to seize and hold 
Objectives “M", “N", “O", “P" and “Q”. The orders 
to destroy all enemy in zone, maintain contact with 
adjacent units and hold one battalion in reserve applied 
to the two sister regiments, as well as the Seventh, and 
they were also given attachments. 

In Phase II the Seventh Infantry was to attack on 
Division order with the reserve battalion, and seize and 
hold Objectives “R" (La Villa), “S" and “T". Upon 
the seizure of Objective “T", the Regiment was to 
reorganize and with not more than one battalion hold 
the enemy north and west of Line “X-Y'’ in zone, with 
particular attention to defense against an enemy armored 
attack from the northwest. On Division order the Regi- 
ment was to attack with remaining forces and destroy 
enemy forces in Cisterna di Littoria. Contact was to be 
maintained with the First Armored Division on the left 
and elements of the 15th Infantry on the right, south 
of Cisterna di Littoria. 

For the second phase the 30th Infantry was to attack 
in zone with its reserve battalion, seize and hold Objec- 
tive “U l". then assist by fire the attack of the Seventh 
Infantry on La Villa, Objective “R“. Upon the seizure 
of Objectives “R“, “S“ and “T“ by the Seventh Infan- 
try, the 30th Infantry was to pass through the Seventh 
Infantry seize and hold objectives “U-2" and “V”. 

The 15th Infantry in the second phase was to attack 
in zone on Division order with not more than two bat- 
talions, seize and hold Objectives “W“, “Z-2”, and 
“Z-l”. Upon seizure of their objectives the 15th and 
^Oth Infantries were to reorganize and give particular 



attention to defense against enemy armored attacks from 
the north and west along the Vellctri-Cisterna di Littoria 
axis. 

Task Force “A" to be commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel John J. Toffey, Executive Officer of the Seventh 
Infantry, was to be ready to assemble on Division order 
in the vicinity of Isola Bella and be prepared to exploit 
any breakthrough toward Valmontone or Cori. The 
components of Task Force “A” were the Third Recon- 
naissance Troop; a company of tanks and a company of 
tank destroyers to be designated by the commanding 
officers of the 751st Tank Battalion and 601st Tank 
Destroyer Battalion; one battalion of field artillery 
(105mm Howitzers) as designated by the Commanding 
General, Third Infantry Division Artillery; the Recon- 
naissance Company, 601st Tank Destroyer Battalion; 
the reserve battalion of the 15th Infantry or 30th Infan- 
try as designated by the Command General, Third 
Infantry Division; and one platoon of engineers. Forty 
lYi -ton trucks were to be loaded with ammunition, 
rations and gas for a four days' operation and held avail- 
able on call by the Third Infantry Division Quarter- 
master. Detailed orders were to be issued prior to employ- 
ment of the task force. 

The Third Infantry Division Artillery with the 
British 24th Armored Field Regiment and 441st Anti- 
Aircraft Artillery Battalion attached was to fire prepara- 
tions as directed by VI Corps Artillery and support the 
attack by successive pre-arranged concentrations on call. 

On receipt of the Division order Lieutenant Colonel 
Wiley H. O'Mohundro and his staff perfected plans for 
the important part to be played by the Seventh Infantry. 
On 15 May the “Buffalo Plan", as it was called, was 
issued.®® 

In accordance with the plan the Second and Third 
Battalions were to form the assault wave for the first 
phase of the attack. The Third Battalion on the left was 
to have attached one platoon of Company “A”. 751st 
Tank Battalion. One platoon of Company “C”. 601st 
Tank Destroyer Battalion, and one squad of Company 
“A”, 10th Engineers, were to be in support of the Blue 
Battalion. Thus reinforced, the Third Battalion was 
ordered to attack at a time to be announced and accom- 
plish the following: (1) Advance in its zone of action 
in a column of companies and capture objectives “H“, 
“I” and “J“; (2) Upon reaching objective “J“ push 
strong combat patrols to seize the railroad line in its 
sector; (3) Use tanks with tank-infantry assault teams 
to reduce enemy resistance; (4) Gain and maintain con- 
tact with the 30th Infantry on the left and the Second 
Battalion on the right; (5) Protect the Regiment’s left 
flank; (6) Destroy all enemy in its zone. 

The Second Battalion on the right was to have a few 
extra attachments and supporting units for its missions. 
One 37mm gun platoon of Anti-Tank Company; one 
platoon of Company “A" and two light tanks of Com- 
pany “D“, 751st Tank Battalion, were to be attached 
to the battalion for the operation, with one platoon plus 
one tank destroyer of Company “C", 601st Tank De- 
stroyer Battalion, and two squads of Company “A“, 
10th Engineers, in support. With these attachments and 
supporting units the Second Battalion was directed to 
attack on D-Day, H-Hour and accomplish the follow- 
ing: (1) Advance in its zone of action with two rifle 
companies in the attacking echelon and capture objectives 
“K“ and “L“; (2) Drive the enemy from Fosso dell 
Battagone in its sector with a special force consisting of 

FO No. 9 Hq. 3d Inf. Div. 9 May 1944. 

<-,5 po No. 8 Hq. 7th Infantry 1 5 May 1944. 
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one platoon of infantry, one squad of engineers, two light 
tanks and one tank destroyer; (3) Reduce enemy resist- 
ance with four infantry-tank assault teams; (4) Upon 
reaching Objective “L" push combat patrols to seize the 
railroad line in its sector; (5) Attack Cisterna di Littoria 
by fire of all available weapons from Objective “L "; 
(6) Maintain contact with the 15th Infantry on the 
right and the Third Battalion on the left; (7) Protect 
the Regiment's right flank; (8) Destroy all enemy in 
zone. 

For the initial phase the First Battalion was to remain 
assembled in Area II in Regimental reserve. Cannon 
Company was to support initially by fire the advance 



high explosive and smoke concentrations on call. One 
platoon of Company “C", 601st Tank Destroyer Bat- 
talion. was to remain in concealed positions covering the 
line of departure against enemy armored attack. Com- 
pany “A”, 10th Engineer Battalion, was ordered to 
construct two “battle sleds” devised by the Command- 
ing General and to be used for carrying infantrymen 
by dragging the sleds behind tanks. The two “sleds” 
were to be moved into position on D-1. The engineers 
were to support the Regiment’s advance by clearing mine 
fields, and repairing and maintaining supply routes. 

In the second phase of the planned attack the First 
Battalion was to move to an assembly area in the vicinity 



7IH INFANTRY AND 3® DM5ION 
0BJCCTIVE5 FOR TWE CAPTURE OF 
CISTERNA DI UTTORIA AND TWE 
BREAK OUT OF TWE ANZIO BEACH 
HEAD MAY 23-25 1944 




of the assault battalions. Anti-Tank Company ( — ) 
on the night of D-2/D-1 was to establish one platoon 
along the line of departure to support the advance of the 
attacking echelon. From positions south of the Dairy 
Farm it was to maintain two platoons on alert status 
prepared to move forward on order to support the 
advance of the assault battalions. Positions for one pla- 
toon were to be prepared in the vicinity of the Dairy 
Farm. 

One platoon of Company “A”, 751st Tank Battalion, 
was to assist in seizing and holding the line of departure 
until released by Division Headquarters. Company “D”, 
84th Chemical Battalion, was assigned the mission of 
supporting the advance of the assault battalions with 



of Objective “J” on order, and attack in a column of 
companies in zone, on Division order to seize and hold 
Objectives “R”. “S” and “T”. Upon seizure of Objec- 
tive “T” the Red Battalion was to reorganize and hold 
the enemy north of Line “X^Y” in its zone with particu- 
lar attention to defense against enemy armored attacks 
from the northwest. Contact was to be maintained with 
the First Battalion, 6th Armored Regiment on the left 
and the Second Battalion in the vicinity of Cisterna di 
Littoria. The Red Battalion, like the others, was to 
destroy all enemy in its zone. 

The Second Battalion in the second phase was to 
attack on Division order and destroy all enemy forces 
in Cisterna di Littoria. Its four tank-infantry assault 
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teams were to be used to reduce the enemy resistance on 
order of the battalion commander. Contact was to be 
maintained with adjacent units. The Third Battalion 
for the second phase was to pass to Regimental Reserve 
in the vicinity of Objective “J” and be prepared to assist 
the First or Second Battalion efforts on order. 

Cannon Company was to initially support the advance 
of the First and Second Battalions by fire and on order 
attach one platoon of M-8 tanks to the First Battalion 
for defense of Line “X-Y" and a similar platoon to the 
Second Battalion for defense of Cisterna di Littoria. 
Anti-Tank Company was, on order, to attach one pla- 
toon to each the First and Third Battalions for defense 
against possible enemy armored attacks from the north- 
west. 

It was known that the German 362nd and 715th 
Infantry Divisions were responsible for the defense of 
the Cisterna di Littoria sector. They were believed to be 
greatly understrength but had attached to them units 
like the 362nd Fusilier Battalion, battalions from the 
9th Panzer Grenadier Regiment and the 1028th Grena- 
dier Regiment. A battalion of Milizia Armata (Italian 
SS) was believed to be supporting the 1028th Grenadier 
Regiment. One battalion of the San Marco Marines was 
reported en route to the sector. The 725 IR, 735 IR, 
7 1 5 Engineer Battalion were other components of the 
defending divisions. 

In general reserve the enemy was believed to have the 
26th Panzer Division in the Velletri-Valmontone area 
undergoing complete reorganization. The division had 
four infantry battalions all presumably brought up to a 
strength of four hundred men each following their ter- 
rific beating at the hands of the American Third Infantry 
Division in the Cisterna di Littoria sector in February 
and March. The 29th and 90th Panzer Grenadier Divis- 
ions each with their six battalions were believed to be 
in the Rome area with possibly the 555th, 556th and 
612 Ost Battalions. The 162nd Turcoman Division, 
recently arrived in Italy from the Balkans and not highly 
regarded as a fighting formation, was also believed to be 
in the Rome area. The 103rd Reconnaissance Battalion, 
a unit of the 3rd Panzer Grenadier Division was reported 
in the Terracina-Sabaudia area. It was possible that the 
enemy might decide to abandon his policy of defense on 
the southern front and initiate a delaying action there. 
He might well withdraw additional divisions for employ- 
ment against the beachhead forces, since his historic 
strategy had been to defend or even counter-attack against 
flank threats until his rear elements were out of danger. 

The general enemy defensive plan consisted of his 
strongest line nearest the Third Infantry Division posi- 
tions. lying generally from 300 to 1000 yards beyond 
the friendly line depending on the terrain features or 
buildings upon which it was based. The line consisted 
of a series of platoon positions on strong points averaging 
500 yards apart, each containing four to six machine guns 
and covered by fire of automatic weapons in supporting 
positions. There were usually small outposts between 
the strongpoints held by squads or even smaller groups. 
The enemy’s system of wire and anti-personnel mines 
was fairly complete especially in the vicinity of the 
strongpoints and all principal routes of tank approach 
were mined. 

Back of the enemy’s first line 300 to 500 yards were 
his reserve companies generally occupying dugouts closely 
spaced along ditches. In those reserve positions all the 
company’s automatic weapons, totaling six or more light 
machine guns were set up in pits conveniently reached 
from the dugouts. The layout of the enemy’s regimental 
reserve areas was inferred from a study of aerial photo- 
graphs, but it was known that the enemy was making 



every effort to rest and train his troops to the maximum 
extent. Hence the fairly dense system of weapons pits 
and gun positions which were found as far north as the 
railroad track and running 2000 to 3000 yards east of. 
and parallel to the Fosso di Cisterna were believed only 
partially occupied, while the bulk of uncommitted div- 
isional troops were billeted in such areas as Sezzc, Cori 
and Velletri. 

In addition to the defenses described, which consti- 
tuted the actual beachhead defensive zone, the enemy was 
known to be constructing defensive works running gen- 
erally north from Littoria. and in the vicinity of Vel- 
letri. Those defenses were not manned by the 19th of 
May but were to be quickly occupied by reserve units at 
any time a particular sector was threatened. 

The enemy was reported to be stressing anti-tank 
defense in view of the hardening terrain and the known 
American strength in armor. The enemy was not par- 
ticularly strong in the primary anti-tank weapon, the 
towed gun. but he had recently equipped some of the 
heavy companies with 75mm Infantry guns. His artful 
and liberal use of teller mines was well known. The 
enemy was prepared to demolish culverts and bridges 
over ditches and to erect road blocks in defiles. The 
enemy’s strength in tanks, especially heavy ones, and 
self-propelled artillery largely offset his weakness in anti- 
tank units. The enemy was employing special groups of 
“bazookamcn” very effectively. 

Enemy artillery had shifted generally to the western 
half of the Beachhead during early May. The 715th 
Divisional artillery was believed to be between Sezze and 
Cori. with tanks and self-propelled guns only in the 
vicinity of Littoria. The enemy’s total combat tank 
strength was estimated at 1 10 Mark IVs and from 40 
to 90 Mark Vis. 

The terrain over which the Americans were to make 
their attack consisted of a gently sloping, cultivated land 
cut by many streams which run south from the high 
ground of Monte Lepini and Colli Laziali. The two key 
terrain features, the Colli Laziali to the northwest and 
Monte Lepini to the northeast, provided the enemy with 
excellent observation covering the entire operation. The 
immediate approaches to those terrain features were 
steep and the ground generally unsuitable for the use of 
armor. Though some enemy artillery was thought to 
fire from positions on the high ground of Colli Laziali, 
the difficulty of supply, necessarily restricted to poor 
mountain roads and trails, precluded the use of any 
amount of artillery in the Monte Lepini area. Movement 
of vehicles off the few roads was impractical and the 
ground not suitable for the use of armor. Culture on the 
rocky, brush-covered slopes was limited to olive trees. 

The terrain approach to Velletri from Conca through 
Cisterna di Littoria followed the typical lava-flow cross- 
section of a gradually increasing slope as one neared the 
volcanic hill mass of Colli Laziali. From Conca to Cis- 
terna di Littoria the ground was almost flat, rising only 
150 feet in ten kilometers, or fifteen feet per kilometer. 
From Cisterna di Littoria to a point three kilometers 
south of Velletri the ground rises 370 feet in nine kilo- 
meters, or forty-one feet per kilometer. In the last three 
kilometers south of Velletri the ground rises over 300 
feet, or over 1 00 feet per kilometer. 

Back of Velletri the ground rises sharply to the sum- 
mit of Monte Peschio (about 3050 feet). Travel on the 
road net could be expected to be restricted by demolitions. 
The stream line, running south to the canals and ditches 
of the plain around Cisterna di Littoria. would generally 
canalize the movement of armored vehicles. The ground 
was generally rolling with a slight up-grade to the north. 
Cover was afforded for infantry troops moving north 
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within tbt? cof ridors fonmd by the streams. in the covered 
avenues of approach the streams and ditches. From 
Cistcraa di Littoria to Cori the rough terramt nortii of 
rbc highway, provided goad cover for advancijig as well 
as defending troops. On the paths of .advance the w 
areas were limited to scattered patches of faif“Si7:ed trees 
and low brush along most of the stream lines. Heavy 
woods on the east slopes of Golli Laziali offered conceal- 
ment for large numbers of troops. 

The primary obstacles to be overcome during the 
Third Infantry Division attack were the town of Cis- 
terna dt Littoria and the railroad bed running through 
the town in a northwestetly direction to Campolcone. 

Cisrerna di litcofia had num-cfoiis; large caves and 
subterranean pas.sages which were rg^rted to have a 
capacity of several thousand persons. The main entrance 
w»as on the Piazza di Monumento and large subterranean 
pas^ges were said to connect this cave w*ith the west bank 



Religious services were held in "The Pints' ' for Seventh Infancfif 
pet^onnd oK ihe days preceding the "‘Push on Cisterna di JLictorta". 
Top photo shows C^lbolics and the lowir photo ijbows Proiesrante 
attenUiog Kivices. 



of the Fosso di Osictna. The cave was believed to have 
3 capacity of 5C0Q persC4n5. Other caves and intercon- 
nected subttfTanean paisageSE existed under dwellings in 
the zone of Qmrn a yeeebia Qnr other cave w^as esti- 
mated to be about two kilomerers- long and terminated 
in a zone edited ihnfg kilometers northwest 

of Gisierna di Lirtoria. TItosc caves obviously provided 
shelter for a coosidcrabW number of troops and because 
they were in many mstamres connected with dwellings, 
they would be exceUent shelters sbonld the enemy decide 
to fortif y and defend the houses. PrivVonerf of war had 
reported that ail civilians had been evacuate and the 
tunnels were being used by the German troops. 

Sooth of Highway 7 and the Cisterna di Littona- 
Ponre Rotto toad the ground was continually ioft. cut 
by numerous drainage ditches about five fei wide and 
four feet deep with a soft and muddy bottom. Except on 
the road« and few tracks chat existed it was not practic- 
able for armor. East, north and northwest of Cisterna di 
ing da/nage to bis supply routes north of Rome. The 
exact poinr of time, of cpucsei at which the shortage 
would begin to effect bis operations could not be caku- 
lated 

Littofia the ground was very bard, consisting mostly <if 
pasture land with very few trees or bushes. The terrain 
was considered practicable for the employment of tanks, 
half-tracks and even trucks operating cross-country. 
German tanks bad been observed operating cross-country 
in the area af all times of the yeat even after many rainy 
days. East and northwest of Cisterna di Lictoria there 
was little good covet. Northwest of the town the groiind 
Wa« hard and for the roovement of armor, 

though in general it would be canalized in a north-south 
dtreciion between the stream linee. Though the stream 
lin« were formidable tank obstacles in some places they 
could be crossed in some places with little engineering 
work. In that area the many scairered buildings would 
provide good: tover and concealment -for yehieWs^^ ^ 

• Infantry.' 

AU crossings of the Mussolmi Csnal undef enemy 
control Wlow Highway 7 had destroyed, though 
there was no evioence of destruction at crossings on or 
above Highway :7^^; To be protection against a 

tank threat from the southeast the crossings would have 
to be brought under control and the canal itself covered 
withfirefot it was possible that with a little work enemy 
tanks would be able to cross at many points. 

The enemy wj:u believed to have in stockpile eoaugh 
supplies io bgbt a heavy offensive or defensive action for 
.*^veral days, but to be unable to fill the requirements of a 
protracted campaign because of the s<.»rious and continu- 



Seventh Infantry Bre Out of the Anzm Beachhead 



During the mormug of 20 May a Regimental forma- 
tion was held in the bivouac area The Commandino 
ieneral. Third infantry Division, and the Commanding 
Officer. Seventh Dnitcd Sta(^ fufirntry.: m ce, 

rhe men. Following tli? fofina®tt services weif 

held for Cacbolk and of men who 

wished lo prepare tlicrnselvcs the impena- 

ing battles. Tlie afternoon was spent in preparation tor 
movement to the front 

The Regiment remained in "The Fines’'" until the 
tarly evening of 21 May w^ben the units moved tq area 
" in the viciniiy of Acciarena. When the motot ele- 
ments cleared area “H” at 2137 the march was resumed 
cp Area "Y"’. The battalions closed into Area 



Borgo Monlella or Cohere sHoftiy if ret 
1 1-22 May. Camouffa^g and to trending was initi- 
ated immedfately, ^rht Raiment remaiued^ con- 

cealed bivouac daring dayUght houfS’ on the 22nd. Some 
shelling wax received and "Love’' Company suffered one 
man killed and four wounded 

During the night of 22 May the Regiment noti- 
fied by ' 'Iron Mike” that thi: big day was at ban ck He. 
sent the following message to Colpael O'MobundfO: 

‘ D-Day Tuesday 23 May 1 944— H> Hour 0^30B. Be 
prepared to push on beyond final objectivei (line X-Y 
nn Division Order — No movement forward tonight 
ptiot to 21 30B. Good luck and pour it on ” Signed. 
O’DanicI. Commanding. 
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The Second and Third Battalions plus attachments 
moved out of Area “Y’' at 2230 followed by the First 
Battalion a while later, and all troops closed into the 
forward areas in the vicinity of Isola Bella a little while 
after midnight. The Seventh Infantry was ready to 
break out of the Anzio Beachhead and capture Cisterna 
di Littoria. The line-up for the big operation presented 
some new names but it was equal to the ones that brought 
the Regiment ashore in French Morocco, and Sicily, 
crossed the Volturno and landed south of Ncttuno. Colo- 
nel Wiley H. O'Mohundro assisted by Lieutenant Colo- 
nel John J. ToflPey, III, was to direct the operations. The 
veteran battalion commanders. Lieutenant Colonel Frank 
M. Izenour, and Lieutenant Colonel Everett W. Duvall, 
both of whom had been wounded on previous occasions 
and hospitalized for a time, were to lead the First and 
Second Battalions. A newcomer to the lineup. Lieutenant 
Colonel Arthur J. Smith. Jr., was to lead the Third 
Battalion into the attack. Captain Jack M. Duncan was 
the Regimental S-3. 

At 0545. 23 May, the old stand-by of the Seventh 
Infantry, the 10th Field Artillery Battalion, with Divis- 
ion and Corps Artillery opened up with a devastating 
forty-five minute concentration. A total of ten battalions 
of light, medium and heavy artillery poured high explos- 
ive ammunition into enemy fortifications and gun posi- 
tions. Bombers of the XII Air Support rained their 
cargoes of bombs on the forward enemy positions. At 
0630B the Third Battalion crossed the line of departure 
in the attack. Twenty minutes later the Second Battalion 
jumped off and the Seventh Infantry, in the rain- 
shrouded .mists, moved generally along the axis of the 
Isola Bella road and struck savagely toward Cisterna di 
Littoria. astride the Appian Way. 

The Third Battalion attacked in a column of Com- 
panies with “L", "I" and “K'’ in order. The machine 
guns of Company “M" covered the flanks. Enemy resist- 
ance was light until House 251, where heavy machine 
gun. mortar and artillery fire were encountered. Com- 
pany “L ”, under the command of Captain John W. 
Blaikic. engaged the enemy in a stiff fight and captured 
House 25 1 with sixteen prisoners of war at 0815. 

Company “L" pushed on and seized Objective “H ' 
at 1 1 10 in the face of heavy resistance, sustaining severe 
casualties. The Second Battalion had difficulty jumping 
off. Enemy artillery, which answered friendly artillery, 
dropped on the White Battalion causing some casualties. 
At 0650 the troops of Companies “E” and “F” com- 
manded by First Lieutenants Eugene F. Bacon and 
Joseph E. Martin, respectively, crossed the line of 
departure. Two hundred yards beyond the LD stubborn 
enemy resistance was encountered with intense automatic 
weapon and tank fire from two enemy strong points. 
One was in a group of three buildings west of the Isola 
Bella-Cisterna di Littoria road and the other was orga- 
nized around one house east of the road. The tank- 
infantry assault teams, 60 and 81mm mortars, heavy 
and light machine guns of the battalion poured heavy 
fire at the strong-points which held out stubbornly. 

Heavy artillery and machine gun fire continued to fall 
on the White Battalion troops. Two 37mm anti-tank 
guns of Anti-Tank Company and two medium tanks 
of Company “A", 751st Tank Battalion, supporting 
the Second Battalion were disabled by the severe enemy 
artillery and tank fire. One platoon of Company “E *. 
which was attacking the strong point west of the road, 
maneuvered to the left and flanked the strong-point but 
progressed with great difficulty. Two hours later the 
objective was reached but the platoon had but eighteen 
men left of its original thirty-four. Staff Sergeant Virgil 
J. Kohrmann. Private First Class Napoleon E. Cloutier 



and Private First Class Daniel T. Lilly performed in 
such a manner during the action that they were cited 
in official orders. 

When his seven-man patrol was attacked without 
warning on 23 May by machine gun fire from a German 
dug-out one hundred yards to his front. Private First 
Class Emery Brooks, of Company “E", rushed forward, 
while three of his comrades fell w'ounded around him, to 
close with the enemy. Taking his Browning Automatic 
Rifle to the exposed crest of a ground rise, he set up his 
weapon and engaged in a lone fire-fight with the hostile 
machine gun. Then, while bullets grazed him. Private 
First Class Brooks jumped to his feet and charged into 
the withering fire, killing the German gunner with one 
burst of fire. As the patrol continued forward with Pri- 
vate First Class Brooks in the lead, a German automatic 
weapon opened fire from a distance of fifty yards. Private 
First Class Brook was knocked to the ground with both 
of his thighs penetrated by enemy bullets. In excruciating 
pain, he crawled ten yarcis to a small shell crater, drag- 
ging his Browning Automatic Rifle with him. Though 
alone and critically wounded, he engaged in a ten to 
fifteen minute duel with the German gunner, finally 
silencing the hostile weapon. He was reported missing 
in action from that engagement. For his extraordinary 
heroism Private First Class Brooks, though missing, was 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. 

Company “F" attacked frontally the strong-point east 
of the road, with its troops widely deployed, and elimi- 
nated all enemy resistance there. A task force consisting 
of a rifle platoon reinforced by one light tank, one 
medium tank and one tank destroyer continued on 
toward other enemy points of resistance. Enemy self- 
propelled artillery fire knocked out the destroyer and the 
medium tank became mired in the mud and water of a 
creek. With only the light tank remaining the platoon 
progressed slowly against strong resistance. The two 
assault companies continued to receive enemy mortar, 
artillery and small arms fire and advanced slowly. At 
1540 Company “F" took Road Junction 53 and Com- 
pany “E” was a little ahead of “F" on the left. Private 
First Class Milton J. Hall, who was seriously wounded, 
received credit for personally killing three enemy and 
destroying a machine gun nest.®® 

At 1445 Company “I” commanded by Captain Dan 
C. Easterday attempted to pass through Company “L" 
to continue the Third Battalion attack on Objective “I”. 
At 1535 the company was receiving heavy machine gun 
and artillery fire and had not succeeded in passing 
through. Casualties were suffered and confusion existed. 
Technical Sergeant William R. E. E. Burgess and Private 
First Class Wallace G. Drill were outstanding in the 
work of reorganization.®^ 

At 1 545 on 23 May Colonel O'Mohundro ordered 
the Second and Third Battalions to make a coordinated 
attack and commit their reserve companies. Two bat- 
talions of light and two battalions of medium artillery 
from the 10th and 9th Field Artillery Battalions and 
the British 24th Field Regiment supported the attack 
which jumped off at 1 645. 

Company ‘‘K ” commanded by First Lieutenant James 
H. McCracken attacked between "Item” and "Love” 
Companies and encountered severe enemy fire from the 

GOs No. 175 B 289, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 8 Aug. ’44 » 5 Aug. 

■ 45 . S/Sgt. Kohrmann, Pfes Cloutier ^ Lilly were each awarded 

the Silver Star Medal. 

For authority sec GO No. 147 Hq. 7th Army 16 April 1945. 

GO No. 263, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 13 Nov. ’44. Pfe Hall was 

awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

GO No. 189, HQ, 3d Inf, Div.. 10 Sept. ’44. 1 VSgt. Burgess 
Pfe Drill were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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spider ', passed tbrv'iUgh ‘ B ’ on Obj«hve 

* 3'' and drov^ on for Objective ’R’. La Villa. Shortly 
before readying the railroad fcacV Company '‘C’* rap 
into fierce enemy fire sod was haked at about 09)0, The 
enemy wa.ydug'in all along the railroad bed and da the 
high ground to the rear. Tb? raikead bed itsdf was 
crossed by enfilade fire itom machine guns, rifles and 
88,mm guns while the approaches to ibe railroad were 

mines. 



vicinity of the raiUoad tracks. First I. ieiitenanr Mc^ 
Crackc a was killed in action and First Lieutenant Ralph 
Roe^hiccidli took over tomn*apd of Com- 

panf ;‘K ^ reac^^ the vicinity of ) and remained 
there for ihe nighi. The Third not capture 

Ob jective ' IT ■ on the first day Of the itt^k 

Company ‘'G"; commanded by the veteran Captain 
Ldgar H. Poinsett, the main effort for the Second 
Battalion. pa.ssed through Cbmpaof^^^^^F and camii 
abreast of 'Fasy*' OimpanY- Epepvy to the 

White Battalion W4$ very heavy and determined and a 
-wvvre fight continuvd throughouc the afeetnoDP and 
night. Second Lieutenant Charles W. Webb, of Com 
pany ''H'', and Staff Sergeant Edward A Rivera, of 
Company ”F*’> and who was killed in a subsequent 
action, personally killed some of the enemy and displayed 
gallantry. For Company ’’M ' ot the Third Battalion 
Corporal Thomas K Milk, who was later kitled in 
action. Private First Class Phillip R. Potts and Private 
First Class Howard U. Tatro. both machine gunners, 
and First Lieutenant Morton H. Perry perCptmjsd with 
dktinctiofl ^ 

The Whitt Battalion troops persisted and at 2222 
Objective was taken. Supply was effected during 
the night and the Battalion prepared to continue cht 
attack early the 24tb. Cannon Company materially aided 
the advance 23 May by silencing an enemy four -gUn 
battery. 

The Regiment suffered heavy casuaktes on tlie first 
day of the breakthrough. Fifty Tour ’Cotton Balers” 
were listed as killed on that day. The Regimental Aid. 
Station reported early in the afternoon chat lAO men 
had already been evacu died, ft will never be known 
eKactly how many casualties were suffered by the Regi- 
ment on 23 May 1944 as many of the wounded of that 
day were not evacuated until later da vs and some of the 
dead were jarobably not discovered till later. The Third 
Infantry Division records indicate that the l*Ro<k of fhe 
Marne" Division sustained a total of 995 casuaitics, the 
most suffered m a single day up to that time. The medtcal 
personnel aided and evacuated the wOundedr 
bearers were insufficient in number. 

Seven enerny tanks appeared before Company 'h!' 
during the night and fired into Seventh Infantry lines 
as appro Kitnattly ftuy enemy attempted to infiltrate 
Company ' LV' positions The TKitd Bavtarjon was 
unable to move dufing the night and early in the morn- 
ing gave its combat stfength as 8 1 fot Comjwny "1 ’ ’ . 
153 fox Company '‘K'\ 32 for Company "’L‘ . 100 for 
Company ''M" a nd 13 1 fc^r Headquarters Coinj^ny 



covered with anti -personnel and anti tank 

When two enemy machine gttn* one hundred yards 
away halted tlie advance Of their p|A Privates First 
Class Calvin T. Bradshaw and Josepb^ ^ F Lindsay of 
Company "C" iaspired the tlitee men remaining in their 
squad to follow' the rn in a continuation of the auadc. 
Reaching the railroad cut despite bullets that barely: 
missed, the two soldiers opened ’Tommy*' gun and 
rtflefifc on one of the machine guns less than thirty yards 
ro their right. Their daring conduct impelled both 
machine gun crews to take coyer in a nearby dug-out^ 
Covered by his companitm. Private First Class Lindsay 
tossed two band grenade’s into the'diig out forcing rhe 
dght occupants to surrehdet.^^ 

By working one platoon across the railroad track at 
3 time Gomnany ‘C' oyetr^,<^rrtian positions and was 
repotted in La Villa ar 1 I tfi. Company “A", under the 
cornmand of Fir« Lieutenant Tyler Campbell, was com- 
mitted to the right of Company and seized Objec- 
tive “S" at about the same It tn^ that ‘ C" took La Villa. 



Gernlan wldicrs surrender oea? C?<nifn4 I iltona no 24 Miv 1944, 



7(h INFANTRY CONTINUES THE ATTACK 
24 MAY 1944 

Because of the very stubbocn enemy resistance on 23 
May the Third Battalion captured only one of its 
assigned three objectives and the Second Battalion took 
one of iu two objectives that day. Colonel O'Mahundto 
decided to commit the Fir$c Battalion and ordered Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Izcnour to bring up his Red troops At 
2200 on the 23rd the First Battalion left its asKembiy 
area and rcassenibled in the vicinity of Ck Monaco op^ 
hour after midnight . At 0300 on the 24th the Red troops 
started moving through the Blue line. 

Company "B", under the command of .Captain Gerald 
A Desrosier. passed through Company ‘'L", the most 
forward company of the Thhd Battalion at 0555. and 
with not too much difficolfv capturi'd Objea T' at 
0658. Oriving isn, V‘B,5ikeY’ Company scr2^^ Objeefivy 
” .1’ at 0730. "Charlie- \ Gompanv umfer the commjnd 
of Captain William B Sfewart b^^ 



Two members of Company 1) greatly assisted the 
advance of the riflemen .bt the Battalion Second 
Lieutenant Paul H, Holibn Kd enemy snipers 

with M l rifle fire and dkpUyed tool leadership while 
difccnng the fire of b].v section, Pri vale Chester A. Cum- 
mings was one who inflicted he^vy casualties on the 
enemy with bis machine gun . 

The Second Battalion i attack the morn 

ing of May 24 cbe same the Fit^t Battel 



jd». |S7 a HQ/ }4 n 

-24 May ’^45; S/S^r, Mill*: pwthu,ra- 

ovxjy) . 1 Li PifTtYi 2 Cv Pfe T4tro wtre 

. .4.rdi J’wat jyd dk SUj&sp Suf Medal: : 

Tt N<>, 299, HQ, 3d lot ;Diy , 7^7 D ‘44 
<ver^cJlth axyarded tb* 

ya COi; 202 545. HQ. 3d |»if: 0 cy. 39 44 gf. 13 Sepn 

. ' ^ Holjort & Ps^t. ivifA»d<d tHif 

■' Sdv'er Star,Me(fof, '■ 3- ; 
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jumped off. Companies “G " and “E" received heavy 
artillery and machine gun fire. At about nine o’clock 
the White Battalion troops were in possession of Objec- 
tive “L” and sent strong combat patrols to the railroad. 
Severe casualties had been suffered by the battalion and 
it remained on Objective “L" the remainder of the 
morning. Sergeant Harry L. Dooley of Company "E”, 
Sergeant Carl R. Hall of Company “G” and Staff Ser- 
geant Aubrey L. Williamson of Company “H ” were 
three non-commissioned officers of the Second Battalion 
forces who displayed leadership qualities while under 
fire."^® 

The Third Battalion, after being passed through, 
followed in the wake of the First Battalion and supported 
the advance by fire. It was subjected to enemy artillery 
and mortar fire. Captain John W. Blaikie of Company 
“L” was wounded and evacuated and First Lieutenant 
Ralph J. Yates assumed command of the company. Cas- 
ualties sustained continued to be heavy the morning of 
24 May and at 1 02Q hours 342 wounded personnel had 
passed through the Regimental Aid Station. Lieutenants 
William A. Dunn, Irving Fajans, William R. Jones and 
Charles W. Webb were among those evacuated. 

At 1530 Company “B" jumped off in the attack from 
Objective “R” and against relatively light opposition 
seized Objective “T” at 1620. Patrols were sent toward 
Cisterna di Littoria and drew heavy machine gun and 
artillery fire. The First Battalion established contact with 
the Sixth Armored Infantry and remained on Objectives 
"R”. “S" and “T" during the night of 24-25 May. 

Private First Class John N. Megown of Company 
"A” served with extraordinary heroism in action on 
24-25 May near Cisterna di Littoria. A gunner of a 
Browning Automatic Rifle he organized and led a five- 
man patrol for one hundred fifty yards across open terrain 
in broad daylight to a firing position about fifty yards 
from an enemy machine gun. During this movement, he 
was fired at directly by the machine gun which killed one 
and wounded a second member of his patrol. In a brief 
fire fight, all three members of the enemy crew were 
wounded. As two more enemy came out of a ditch 
approximately twenty yards beyond the machine gun 
and ran toward it. Private First Class Megown charged 
them alone, killing both with hand grenades just as they 
reached the weapon. At once, he became the target of 
intense machine pistol and rifle fire from the ditch. With- 
out waiting for his three remaining comrades to catch 
up, he assaulted the ditch, firing his Browning Automatic 
Rifle from the hip, thereby forcing a group of thirty-eight 
enlisted men and one officer to surrender. 

On the 25th Private First Class Megown led his squad 
in an attack against an enemy machine gun that had 
halted digging-in operations of the company. Abandon- 
ing the cover of a building, he charged the machine gun 
nest, approximately one hundred yards away. He was 
killed after taking several steps. For his extraordinary 
heroism Private First Class Megown was posthumously 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.”^^ 

First Sergeant Merrill L. Busk, of “Baker” Company, 
openly guided a tank up close to an enemy position and 
flushed out a sniper, who took cover in a cave. The tank 
then fired into the cave and forced out three enemy 
soldiers whom First Sergeant Busk killed with carbine 
fire from a position atop the tank. A group of about 
twenty-five other enemy soldiers then abandoned a ditch 
behind the cave. Firing the tank’s .50 calibre machine 
gun First Sergeant Busk killed and wounded the entire 
enemy group. Private First Class George Palyszeski, an 
aid man from the Medical Detachment, though severely 
wounded, treated many other wounded personnel on 
the battlefield that day."® 



SECOND AND THIRD BATTALIONS ATTACK 
CISTERNA DI LITTORIA NIGHT OF 24-25 MAY 

Early in the afternoon of 24 May the Third Battalion 
moved to Objective “J” and prepared to attack Cisterna 
di Littoria from the northwest in conjunction with an 
attack by the Second Battalion from Objective “L” on 
the railroad, and a feint toward Cisterna di Littoria. 
Enemy artillery fire increased. At 1825 a total of 521 
wounded personnel had passed through the Regimental 
Aid Station since the beginning of the attack on 23 May. 
and were evacuated. 

With Companies “E” and “G” in the assault, the 
Second Battalion began its attack on the railroad at 2 1 25. 
At 2200 the Third Battalion jumped off towards Cis- 
terna di Littoria. The advance of the White Battalion 
assault companies met slight resistance initially but when 
the troops were near the railroad line enemy resistance 
increased with heavy machine gun, artillery, mortar and 
self-propelled artillery fire being received. Anti-tank and 
anti-personnel mines were also encountered to further 
slow the advance. The work of the Second Battalion 
troops while advancing in the darkness against such 
strong opposition was outstanding. The troops crossed 
the railroad tracks on a wide front in six different places 
and attacked German troops from the rear, killing large 
numbers of the enemy. The Second Battalion was then 
ordered to push on to the edge of Cisterna di Littoria and 
hold. Company “F” passed through Company “G” at 
0520, 25 May and one hour later the two companies 
were in Cisterna di Littoria fighting from ruined house 
to ruined house. 

The Third Battalion moved slowly during the night 
and suffered heavy casualties. Once the Blue Battalion 
reported being shelled by friendly artillery batteries as 
well as the enemy. At 0435 the battalion observation 
post was located in the cemetery northwest of Cisterna 
di Littoria as the companies swung southeast to attack 
the town. Company “K” was on the left and Company 
“I” on the right of the Appian Way and about two 
hundred yards from the cemetery. Company “L” fol- 
lowed. Two enemy pill-boxes and numerous machine 
guns and snipers held up the forward companies from 
entering the town that morning, as an extremely heavy 
fight was waged. 

Meanwhile the Second Battalion engaged stubborn, 
determined enemy in hand to hand, house to house con- 
flict that will stand for all time as a tribute to the best 
fighting traditions of the battalion. Technical Sergeant 
William E. Brown and Private First Class Dillon D. 
Brooke shot two enemy snipers in a hand to hand 
struggle and took fifteen others prisoners of war from 
a house in Cisterna di Littoria. Private First Class James 
T. Phillips, Jr., of Company “E” singlchandedly cleaned 
out a sniper’s nest. Staff Sergeant Orie H. Tilscth of 
Company “F” made a daring reconnaissance in the town 

The pictures on the opposite page, which show 
scenes of the capture of Cisterna di Littoria, were 
taken by LIFE Photographer George Silk. Copy- 
right TIME, Inc. In the center photo may be seen 
Capt. William B. Stewart of Co. '‘C’\ In the lower 
left photo 2 Lt. Henry S. Prario, and T/Sgt. LeRoy 
E. Hamilton watch an unidentified Co. “C" soldier 
kill one of the last enemy snipers in the town, on 
25 May 1944. 



GOs No. 175. 187 » 202, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 8 Aug., 5 0 30 
Sept. ’44. S/Sgt. Williams, Sgts. Dooley W Hall were each 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

For authority sec GO No. 8 Hq. 7th Army 4 Nov. 1944. 

75 GOs No. 175 0 187, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 8 Aug. ^ 5 Sept. ’44. 
1 Sgt. Busk ^ Pvt. Palyszeski were each awarded the Silver Star 
Medal. 
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which led to- the capture of thirty 'eight German-^- Staff appcoximafely twenty yards of open -space , shooting hifi 
Sergeant WalUce K Bah. a heavy machine giVn section gun as he rah, With streams of bullets barely missing 
Iv'ader of Company ‘H'*. singkhartdedly him, he entered through a large bole in the house and 

eighteen snipers in a building. When wounded three enemy soldiers down»iaiffs 

caught in ihe crosshte of two enemy miJchihe guhS Sor- new maga:itine in his weapon, be thfOUgh open 
geanr Lea ladafoU of Company 'E” arfacLed doorway, mouriicd a flight of stairs and captuhrd twenty 

nated one of the hostile weapons bur was killed fey Ihe more pf the enemy, Aficr turning these pnsoncrsr over to 
fire of (be second one: Sergeant Clifford I. Clack of Com- guards. Sergeant Pollard led four men On another check 
pany ,’T‘L who bad been wounded thfi»e times before of rhe street. As he came to the last house, again, be 
in the cemibat per^ assaulted an enemy pojttion observed three enemy soldjcfs descend a ditch and dis- 
and killed three Germans before be was killed himself, apfieat into a large tunnel dug into the far bank. Going 
Tlechmcian Fifth Grade Anthony Ferraro. of Company forward to the mouth of the tunnel alone, Sergeant Pol- 
‘P'‘ was wemnded in the neck but he killed two and lard fired into it and called on its occupants to surrender. 
wqUckM three others of the enemy and completely One hundred seven eneiny soldiers filed out and surrerl' 
wiped ouf a sniper’s nest. Private First Class John J. dered. bringing Sergeant Pollard's grand total of prison- 
MarHIa of Company ' G*' silcne^fd two of rhe enemy's ers to one hundred thirty-four. For his extraordinary 
auramatitWeapons, Private Fir^st Glass Williani Lyons heroism that day Sergeant Pollard was awarded the 
of T" was another w^ho killed enemy Disungaished Service CrossjJ^ 

.ctitpors: Ejyfmy held our in the large Castle in the center of the 

town fo the last; There was Only one entrance to the 
Castle, which was covered by an .enemy antirtank gun. 
Company ‘G’' maneuvered around rhe south side of the 
Castle With two piatoonsr of tanks. Company placed 
a Tnacbinc gun on top a hou,« acro^ from tlte Castle and 
placed acc urate €rc on thut cnetny ann-rank gun^ which 
succeeded in keeping ibe crew away 



TWO MEMBERS OF COMPAm^ WIN 
DISTINGUiSHED SERVICE CROSSES 

Sergeant Samud W. PolUtd an acting mortar section 
leader of Company T on hijt own initiative* orgaaized 
a nine-ma patrol to dean out sniper nests sn Cistetna 
df LiftotiaA Instrucii bis men to cover him, he Of^aulted 

the .first house with a Thompson sub machine gun and 
took four prisoners' Sergeant Pollard tbch proceeded to 



GOs No; 89: 1-71. 1 ;5. 1 87. 28'i 299. HQ. 3d Inr. D»v.. 

30 July. 8 Aug, W 5 Sept. ’ 43 0 Mar., 24 May. I 9iS 15 Agg. 

'45. Sgis. Clark 0 lada tola y Ffc Brooke (each posthouoiOiuiy) ; 
^ T/Sgt. Brown. B?h H Tilsrth, T/5 Ferraro. 

Lyciti*. MarrUa. tJf FhiUipi, wtrt awarded thp SUv« Star 
Medal. . 

(944. 



«‘ardr ewfy house on the street, btavipg intense point - 
blank machine gun . machine pistol and riffe fire each time 
he exposed himself. Aware that an enemy force was ddiv- 
ering heavy fire from the last hou.se on the street, Ser- 
geant Pollard nevertheless charged toward it aci'OSs 



For ^utbority set GO N^; 1 1 5. Hqrt. 7 th Army 



Tw«nty*twp of ib< tSO BalcjfV' whe» wrcf kUFu iV actwit donngr 1944 wm; 

(1) Pfe Coy BlAiog. Co, Fn. Svl y Co, (4 j Pfe 

Hovt^ard F-, Contfliuj,, Co. **M”i (5)' I Lr^ toois H. Oiakyc, C<3f-. ;C9) Fvfc Co. l7) 

Ptc Pr^ditiiik C«k "’f Bh Bi:V4tiv.G/ HuiWti Co/ 'A'* ;/ 193 Charles MarK. Co. ' FG (lO) 

Edward Ac Ryy6bi. Co. ( VI ) Pvr., Ofdway K- -Rich. Co. ''L ' ; i J 2 1 Sgt: Clarence Co.. (43) 

Brn/sf tf- Cc^ .( H.) pvt. Glrpn M. WAlhce. Co. ' t3'; tl5) S/Sigr. War«rn &. Wdfiasiis, Co. 
T’ i t is) I I t. Edward L. Maheiv Co. 07) 2 ti. WdlUoi 4, thvi*, Co. ‘G" : (18 ) Fvi. aawrx E* Koqbct. 
Co. (|$y r ti. Co. ’*K'^ aov 2 U. R- Gitrin. Co. ‘F*; ( 2L V tr. Cia«oct P 

Goodwio. Jcy. Cd. 22 ) Rcwlolpb A. SapoicoTidio. Co.. 'T'. 
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Technical Sergeant Earl E. Svvanjsan «>t Compan’)? *’F’ 
acted with extraordinary bcrowm platoon 

in three successive assaults aga>ttst the cn^irty enttwliyd 
in the Castle. Chatging one hundred vards over ground 
swept by grazing machine guhfitt he battered his wav 
into the massive stronghold and m a brisk fire fight 
Hilled two and captured forty of the enemy. Entering a 
cellar he fought singlehandedly in darkness, against an 
enemy force of one hundred, compelling their surrender 
with hand grenades. Earl E. Swansem later received a 
battle held promotion and advanced to the rank of cap- 
tain* In subsequent action he was killed. For extraordin- 
ary action pet formed 2^ May 1944 be was pi?stiiumousIy 
awarded the Distinguished Service 

A medium tank of Company '■A'". Ut Tank Bat- 
talion, roared through the entfance to the Castle groqody 
and destroyed the enemy anti tank gun Other troops of 
Company '*F ' then stormed the Cast k A toul of two 
hundred fifty Germans were routed from the cave beneath 
the C^stk. Included cn the batch of prisoners was the 
commafiding officer of the 955th Infantry Regirneiu and 
but staff. 

Company 'G ‘ cotUinued to mop up and took an 
additional one hundred prisoners in other caves. At 1255 
on 25 May the First Battalion got into the fight once 
more by atucking on the right of the Tl7ird BAllalion. 
Companies 'A ' and ’'C*\ sruppocted by armor, entered 
Cisterna dj Litxoria at 1515 and assisted in cleaning up 
die town. At 1720 the Third Battalion continued its 
attack and entered the embattled town at 1920 

Company 'B ' pined the bulk of the Red Battalion 
in Cisterna di Lkioria at 2025 and all the fighting com- 
panies of the Regiment were in the town. The battalions 
contacted each other and all enemy resistance was wiped 
our. At last Cisterna di Littoria was captured. Though 
only a small town of seven thousand people normally, 
it was the roughest nut the Third Division bad to crack 
in World War II Like Casahlanca. Agrigen to. Palermo 
and ^he Seventh I n fan tryv Regiment bad taken 

if for the ''Rock of the Marne’' Uivmon. 

'Fhe. RegiTnental Battle Patrol mai n rained comact 
With the I 5ih fnfantry on the right flank during the 
fbrce-daY engagement. Whik the Seventh Infantry fought 
for Ciscema di Ljttoria the sister regiments of the Divis- 
ipG by-passed the town and sped on for Cori which was 
captured about the same time Gisfetna di Littoria fell to 
the ' Cotron Balers'*. 

During the three days of fighting the American Third 
f nfaotty ®visi sustained heavy casualties, approxim- 
ately 1400 killed and wounded. But the enemy suffered 
fieayier c^nahiesr 1 60Q prisoners were taken by the 
Third Division alone and probably an equal number 
killed and wcrtjodcd. The German ^6 2nd Infantry 
Division; which was ordered to defend in place was 



w'iped out by the American Third Infantry and Fiist. 
Armored Inlanirr Division while the German 7|5rh 
Di vision lost about half its .strength. 

For the Third Division the ’ beavkst fighting 
doneby the SeveftTh lota niry./'^ 

Gasuaities to the Seventh Infantry during the three 
days fighting Regimynt lost 1 1 fi mem- 

bvr.<, killed in action during the three days and had 556 
wounded personnel eViUaatcd through the Regtmenlal 
Aid Sutioft for a total of 6B2 battle casuatbvs- nearly 
one half the Thiid Division casualty figune. Company 
‘'K*’ lost two commanding offtceti - killed during rbe 
actSqm During rhe fighting for the town Lieutenant 
Cblonel Arthur J Smith Jr . comroanding officef of the 
Third Battalion* was seriously wounded and evacuated 
Captain Glenn E. Rathbun. former Gompany 'M' cem- 
maodt'f^ assumed command of the Battalion. 

Of the 1600 prisoners taken by the Third Infantry 
Division 931 w^erc brought m by the "Cotton Baler- 
men' . over two thirds of wh^-cb were ratted out of Cis- 
terna di Liuoria. The Second Batialion captured a total 
of three hundred fifty prisonw in Cii^erna di Littona 
W'bile the First and Third BaVUbons got about one 
hondred fifty each. 

In addirion to those already named Pnvatir Carl C: 
Egebcrgh and Private First Class Lloyd L Cummins. 
both of Company ^’L'. Private First Class James H. 
Draper and Roger Hommel and Ptivates Albert Miceli 
and Gilbert E, Va 5 quez,. ap of Company " -M" , displayed 
gallantry in action dittihg the. on Cisterna di 

ts authority sre GO 1 7Z Hqw ?rh Anny A ^ ^ 

TTwrd Infantry OivisiOjQ 

GOs No. in. i77. 185, 212 . HQ. 3d Irtl. 8 9 

Attg,, 3 fiypi.. o Oct. © 2T Pst ’-‘4 ptu Cumroiris. Pwpcit. 
ilammd til Pvts>. Wu'ili ,t5‘ V;^«!ci^uV7 .^ crir 

iht Star 




The ruint of Cisternal di Liuoria 



CHAPTER VH 






On to Rome'’ 



During the night of 25-26 May, the Seventh Infanxry 
assembled in an area about two mil^s 
terna di Littoria and formulated plans for continuing 
thv attack. On 26 ALay the Amefkau Yl .Corj:»tf' continued 
the offensive to $cize..tbc high groupd between 
and Campofeone with Infantry Division 

(Reinforced! hti Ar.t^^ 

Tin* enemy did no" definite Iron f line in the 

Third Infantry; piy^ of advance but was 

expected ro dein- thf with units of platoon to 



company size wh}> his resistance becoming monger until 
thC' Unv Vellelri'Artena was reached. There he would be 
capable ol defending with elements of the 334th infantry 
Division and the Hermann Goering Panket Divtiion and 
possibly elements of one or more of his ipobifc formal ions 
then oh the Southern Front, such as che 2 9rh. 15 tb, 26th 
or 90 rb Panzer Grenadier DivkiPnA 

It was appredaied that rhe eaemv’s principal desire wa^ 
ID keep the Americans out pf fhe V^almontone Valley', and 
away from Highway 6 while he attempted to effect a 
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reunion between his southern and northern forces and 
establish his Velletri-Valmontonc-Avezzano line. To do 
that he was expected to fight for the back side of the 
high ground overlooking Valmontone, even to the extent 
of infiltrating or counter-attacking any forces placed on 
that ground. 

Eventually his line would probably run from the 
eastern slope of Colli Laziali to Genzano, which could 
be made into a miniature Cassino and which would pro- 
tect the last gap separating the American forces from the 




the 334th Infantry Division in line, remnants of the 
362nd and 715th Infantry Divisions in delaying posi- 
tions. two or three battalions of the 334th Infantry 



Division and elements of the Hermann Goering Panzer 
Division in reserve. 

With a battalion of the 15th Infantry in the lead the 
Third Infantry Division advanced along the Cori- 
Giuliano road. Shortly after noon five American P-40 
fighter-bombers bombed and strafed the head of the 
Third Infantry Division column and killed and wounded 
over one hundred "dogfaces". Seventy casualties were 
caused to the Second Battalion of the 15th Infantry 
alone. 

The Seventh Infantry moved by bounds, following 
the 30th Infantry, to Giulianello. A limited objective 
attack was launched by the Regiment from Giulianello 
that night. The high ground west of Artena in the 
vicinity of Pfe del Colle and Colle Rotundo was cap- 
tured. Small enemy holding groups were encountered. 

Company "K" engaged approximately twenty enemy 
in a fire fight during a meeting engagement which 
lasted about a half hour. Four of the enemy were killed, 
three wounded, three captured and the remainder caused 
to withdraw. Temporary defenses were installed during 
the night of 26-27 May. 

On the 27th the Regiment readjusted its lines with 
the Second and Third Battalions moving to new posi- 
tions. The Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon estab- 
lished a listening post on Hill 305 prior to the arrival 
of Company "L". 

First Lieutenant Victor Crepeau of the Battle Patrol 
led a fifteen-man patrol in a daring and successful raid 
to Tre Are, a village three miles west of Artena, Italy. 
Two Germans were killed, four captured and valuable 
information obtained. Despite the fire of two machine 
guns, three machine pistols, and rifles from a force of 
approximately forty enemy soldiers, placed in five houses 
fifty to one hundred yards away. First Lieutenant Cre- 
peau led his patrol forward, ignoring small arms fire. 
He personally tossed two grenades through a doorway, 
then sprayed it with "Tommy" gun fire and thus forced 
the surrender of the four enemy soldiers. Those Germans 
who were not killed or captured fled from the village.*' 

SEVENTH INFANTRY MOVES FORWARD 
28 MAY 1944 

At 1400 on 28 May 1944, the Seventh Infantry and 
attachments moved forward to new positions with the 
three rifle battalions abreast. Each had two rifle com- 
panies abreast and one in support. All the battalions 
encountered strong enemy resistance consisting of small 
arms, machine gun, mortar, artillery and tank fire. 

During the offensive which broke through the enemy 
strongholds that day. Staff Sergeant Rudolph B. Davilla 
of Company "H" risked death to provide heavy weapons 
support for the beleaguered riflemen of the Second Bat- 
talion. Caught on an exposed hillside by heavy grazing 
fire from a well entrenched enemy force, his machine gun- 
ners were reluctant to risk putting their guns into action. 
Crawling to the nearest machine gun. Staff Sergeant 
Davilla set it up alone and opened fire on the enemy. 
Shooting from a semi-erect position in order to observe 
the eflfect of his fire over the waist-high wheat, he dis- 
regarded enemy fire which struck the tripod and even 
passed between his legs. Ordering a gunner to take over, 
he crawled forward to a vantage point and directed the 
fire-fight with hand and arm signals until both hostile 
machine guns were silenced. Bringing his three remaining 
machine guns into action, he drove the enemy to a reserve 
position two hundred yards to the rear. When he received 

GO No. 146. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 30 June ’44. 1 Lt. Crepeau 

was awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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a painful shell wound in the leg, he dashed to a burned 
tank and. despite the crash of bullets on the hull, fired 
ae a second enemy force from its turret. Dismounting, he 
advanced in short rushes, crawled twenty yards and 
charged into an enemy-held house to dispatch the defend- 
ing force of five with hand grenade and rifle fire. Climb- 
ing to the attic, he straddled a large shell hole in the 
wall and opened fire on the enemy with a borrowed .03 
rifle. Although the walls of the house were crumbling, 
he continued to fire until he had destroyed two more 
machine guns. His intrepid actions brought desperately 
needed heavy weapons support to the hard-pressed rifle- 
men and silenced four enemy machine guns, forcing the 
enemy to abandon their prepared positions. For his 
extraordinary heroism he was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross. 

The enemy gave ground stubbornly and the riflemen 
encountered much difliculty. Many small actions stood 
out prominently. When a hostile machine gun killed two 
and wounded eight of his buddies Private First Class 
James P. Wils of Company “B" crawled forward and 
engaged the weapon. With grenades he killed both enemy 
gunners and knocked out the weapon. 

A group of approximately fifteen German soldiers 
attempted to deploy around a road block which was 
covered by a machine gun section from Company “D”. 
The enemy group launched an attack on the blocking 
section but was driven back with heavy losses. Private 
First Class Chester W. Bitak and Private First Class 
Paul E. Helms displayed gallantry during the action. 

Staff Sergeant Winston R. Nelson of Company “B" 
was seriously wounded by enemy soldiers who had 
advanced forward under a smoke screen. In spite of sev- 
eral wounds he engaged the foe and killed all three 
Germans with “Tommy" gun and rifle fire after a fierce 
fight. 




Private First Class Carrollton L. Brown of Company 
"B" led a squad of eight men to the Vellctri-Valmontone 
Highway and commanded them throughout a five hour 
fire-fight in which approximately one hundred Germans 
were killed. The squad ambushed several enemy groups 
including one of platoon size. 

Staff Sergeant Robert A. Higgins of Company “E" 
rallied his light machine gun section despite artillery and 
mortar shells landing no more than twenty-five yards 
away, and led his men in an assault on an enemy-held 
hill. He boldly directed his men forward in a series of 
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rushes and engaged the foe. personally killing four with 
M- 1 rifle fire. The assault was successful. 

Private Arthur J. Hack of First Battalion Headquar- 
ters led eight tanks forward through continuing hostile 
shell fire. Technical Sergeant Bert A. Rodman of Com- 
pany “D" was severely wounded but continued to fight 
the enemy and killed approximately forty Germans with 
very effective fire from a machine gun. Staff Sergeant Otis 
O. Fottenbury and Private First Class Howard U. Tatro, 
both of Company “M", and Private First Class Frederick 
J. Bassett of Company “C", Private First Class Cleatus 
E. Henderson of Company “D" were also cited for 
actions performed.®* 

Cannon Company and the 10th Field Artillery Bat- 
talion supported the advance by fire. The one platoon 
of Company “C", 751st Tank Battalion, and two pla- 
toons of Company “A", 805th Tank Destroyer Battal- 
ion, followed the attack in close support of the advancing 
battalions. The advance of the Regiment continued until 
all objectives were taken at 2055 and temporary defenses 
were again installed. Security and contact patrols were 
active during the hours of darkness. 

The- Regiment remained in position on the 29th and 
30th and continued preparing defenses, being harassed 
by enemy tank and artillery fire throughout the area. 
Several enemy were killed by Third Battalion snipers 
and machine gunners. The Regimental Battle Patrol con- 
tinued its patrolling activities. 

At about 0100 hours, 30 May, Sergeant Herbert R. 
Davis and Private First Class Dale E. Cessna of Company 
“G" were engaged in a furious fire-fight against an enemy 
machine gun which was harassing their platoon. A hail 
of enemy bullets wounded Sergeant Davis in the back. 
However, the two men continued firing until the oppos- 
ing gun one hundred yards away was silenced. Moments 




later, when their gun jammed, they ran one hundred 
yards to the rear through a heavy enemy concentration 
of artillery and mortar shells which burst as close as 
twenty-five yards to them, obtained another gun and 
returned. The new weapon was immediately set up and 
fired so effectively that they dispatched the crews of two 
other enemy machine guns.®^ 

At 0345, 31 May, Company “A" seized Hill 317 

*2 For authority see GO No. 10 Hq. 7rh Army 16 Jan. 1945. 

«3 GOs No. 66. 152. 175. 187. 206. 235 « 257. HQ. 3d Inf. 
Div., 8 Aug.. 5 Sept.. 2 Oct. B 8 Nov. '44 25 Feb., 4 May 

^ 29 June '45. T/Sgt. Rodman 0 Pfe Wils were each awarded 
the 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star Medal. S/Sgt. Fotten- 
bury. who received a battle field commission and was killed in a 
subsequent action, S/Sgts. Higgins Cf Nelson. Pvts. Bassett, Bitak. 
Brown, Helms, Henderson. Tatro ^ Hack were each awarded the 
Silver Star Medal. 
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against nu I esi'iUnt^/l’he r^^Uefot thit S covet the wichdrawal of th* pb too it Three were de- 

by the Third BatlaliOD, JMth rafapery/ B^ihTnfaQir^^^ stjopd by enemy fixe before the platoon of Gompanv 
Divisipp/ was completed at 0700 and the bafralioh re> 'T'' was able to withdraw with its nineteen reraaming 
Verted to resex ye Early that rnoramg Private Allen H. men of the forty two which sorted out. 

U'bhc of Company M” d'tfrtted »r«Ulwy fire by t«k- On 29 May tbe Third Infantry Division had t>««d 
phone >yh»ch knocked out an epemy battery <if eigbi tom the VI Corps to the II Corps which plaitfled to 
mbrtars atid silenced a Mark VTtanb;?’ resutBe the attack on 1 June to caotore the hish cround 



SEVENTH INFANTRY MAKES LIMITED 
OBJECTIVE ATTACK. 31 MAY 1944 

At 1400. 31 May 1944 the Sevtotb Infantry made 
a limited objective attack with two platoons of Com- 
pany "C* and one platoon of Company “L" in the 
attackmff echelon. Company "I*’ supported by fire the 
attack of the 'Love Company platoon and Company 
''W‘ supported the attack of Company ' Charlie'^ 
Company cncouhttred scattered but strong enemy resist- 
ance wbkh was overcome and the platoon captured Hill 
3?,1 weisf of Valle Pera at IIJO The First BattaVion 
ipOVvd up and occupied a defeiriSiJye Mi?c from Valle Pera 
toHdmZ 

Staff Sefgeani Dwight R. ThWxplf and Sergeant 
Gerald T Henning^^, borb ot ’'Cliarlte ' Cornpan-y, 
(OgctheJ^c:apcaI^d thirty enemy soldiers In a tavirtc near 
Labicc^. i Second L.ieutenant Henry S: Pracio aad 
Staff Sergeant Leroy E. Hamilton, also of Company 
captured two enemy snipers after i iipe fight and 
then a tucked a German artillery fire concfol .on 

r.he sirciogth of informaf.lon mceived • f ri>m the tnipers. 
After suffering five casualtiesc twenty one of the enemyv 
mcludirtg four officers, vurrendeted. Enemy artillery 



Baualions was tn constitute Division reserve Ai^ptd- 
ihgly at 0500, 1 June, the attack jumped off gipd e 
mencK of the 1 5 tb and 30th Inf antrics^ passed thrcjugb 
rbe positions oi the First and Third Batialions wlre^t 
uWn the Red Battalion became attached to Tajik Fpece 
fiowze. . /.t:; 

The Second Battalion was ix>mmiited at O80Q <tps5>r 
ing the railroad line just west of the Artena-Valmcm- 
tone road- Companies and 'T" made ihe assauic 
and "G'' was in reserve. Enemy artillery caused 



Pvf- Donidd I. Ppvjpleij, Uft, ami Pvt. John H. Silyia, both of Co. 
wttve VUbd u» acdcjfl cfo J I klaV 1944. 



-1.0 24t>. Hg. id 

the 1st Oal; I taf Quiter.to tfiv 
Pic Tvst^ia* 5^ Pyi: yt‘1iUc ^wanled thvj 




eighteen casuilties to Fox ' Company. Engaging enemy Without regard for his own personal i^afety Lieutenant 
rear guard elctneofs the BatUlioa overcame resistance Colonel TotTey went to the forward elements to coordin" 
coasiscing of scif^propcHed gntis and |b(: #agons Enemy ate the action of the friendly forces^ While at a forward 
pbnc 5 dropped anti-personnel on the Battalion observation post directing the action Lieutenant Colonel 

daring the night but at 0506. 2 Jdne- m the face of Toffey. and First Lieutenant John S. Raney, command- 
small arms fio'. arid oeblcweffrrfir^^riH'W mg Company “M’ . were killed instantly duriog an 

cut the railroad and Highway 6 just westof Valmontone: enemy arti!Iery and tank barrage whcfi the enemy scored 

Company 'T" seized the high ground , west of Vil- a direct hit on the obserYaiion post- Lieatenant Colonel 
montane as White Battalion patrols mtered the. town Snyder, the tank battalion commander, Was seriously 
and suffered some casrualties. Tlic Second. Banal ioti soon wounded by the same shell. Second Liciuenanr. Thomas 
cleared the town then drove for, the high ground H. Scully pf Company '*K‘' also met his death on the 
thousand yards north of Valmontonc, The high ground bank field that day. 

w'as seized from small enemy forces armed with autotnacit Though he was kilicd us the final phases and unable 
weapons. Following a resupply of the companies to sec th? action, through to its end ^he soundness of 
Company took up the batfaHon advance at 1800. I Jeutenapt Ctdonel Toffey^ pbhs and the example of Im 
2 June, and advanced in tw^o hours thrie against medium personal bravety assured the accomplishment of the 
opposition to the cemetery about seventeen hundred yards Important mis.sjons.'^^ 

sourhw'est of rblcstrina, conrideriib tank and seized the Third BafUUon objective 

sclLpropdled fire ftom the crosstoads'^urhof the town while Company ‘G’' supported by fire trdm two tanks, 
was received. Companies and ‘T! deploy^ to the and two baitalums of artiUery 

left of / G and the ba.itahon remained in position the ^ Second Battalion objective and seized it tbat 

night of 2-3 June. afternoOnv One enemy flakwagon and oat M.ark IV tank 

The Third Battalion in division reserve was com- . 
mitted at 0230 on 2 June and moved toward Valmon- aRd the risCfdreed to wjthdraw into Pale$trma. 
tone in advance guard formation,. By daylight a ppsition During the aciion of (-3 June 1944, First Lieutenant 
oil tl?e ibt ground southwest of the town was Robert W. Smithermart of Company “G‘*. Private First 

ThrTattalion moved faither north to a om objective Cbss William F. Morton of Company ‘’F\ and Private 
where halted at mid day. At 1615 the Blue twops; First Class Zoilo F. Rivera, both of Company 'F . Pci- 
for a crossroad to the southeast of the Seebmi Edward H ’ Kukkan of Second Battalion Hcadquar- 

s Companjr *‘r' supported bf tanks, ters and Private Joe Spain of the Medical Delacbmem 

and followed by Company K. led the advance. Com- were outstanding among their units,^* 
pany L was attached to Task Fow Task Force Howze which wav organized lor the oper- 

ation beginning I June had the mission of providing i 
while about ^OQO yards short of the objective so the large mobile striking force and to protect the gap between 
Battalion took up the attack formaU^/u^th Company; -Third and Eighty Eighth Divisions, h consisted of 
K ou tlie klrpf I . Intense fire ^ tf>e First BattalioVSeventh Infant^^^^ Third Battalion 

guns and two Tigerv. or Mark VI tanks., was received ijch Armored Infantry Regiment, one unit of the First 

^ r 4 Annofi'd Divisionv and a company of tank destroyers. 

T>n 3 Jur^ the Second and Third Battalm Ar 0500, i June, with two tank companies abr rhe 

jheit liprited attacks _ro jumped off in the First Battalion 



'‘Cotton kilied ih 

aciton on the lo Rome 

await burial. 



attack that would cut Highway 6 and xui off forward 
dements of the Division, But th^ JWo crossroads were 
considered important and Colonel John J. 

Toffey, in, expertly planned and directed the coordin- 
ated auack of the two battalions supported by armor, 
which ovetcainc the stubborn enemy rr^sietance and cap- 
tured the two important features near Paksttina. which 
closed the UhI avenue of escape to cnerny in thar area. 



GO' No; 1,3 1 , HQ. id .ini. 0?v., :2 r ^ 4. L.i H oift'-f 

Mas pojid)umoi»>h iswardej iM |5> iwibv 

Silv.rt- Star 

GOvNo. inf, pjy,,. IB July 

^ $ Au?. J Lt. Siinidacrmart 

wan 3ward«il;t^vHrX^^ SUvor Srar Medal- 

Pkv if. wi£xe each awatiM 

The Siiv'vr 



Seventh Infantcy foilowrd the righi tank company, 
straight north for Labico then $wrvcd over to the left 
as it neared the highway. 

A platoon of Company • B ' went on the mission of 
iTont acting the 88th Division on the left and the remain^ 
dvr of the Company bcume engaged in a stiff fight 
the hills. As die Task Force was held up, Company " C” 
was committed in the afternoon and the battalion was 
engaged throughout the night against enemy using 
roaebine guns> grenades arid rifles. 

When his company was fired upon trom a brushy area 
thirty yards awayt Private Charles T. Borelii of Com- 
pany led a seven* man squad in an assault against 
the enemy force eonsisririg of an estimated heavy weapon^ 
company plus rifle attachments. Although four members 
of Jriis squad were fatally wounded ay they e^ncered the 
brush. Private Borrelli continued to advance until a 
hand grenade fell at his feet. As be leaped backwards and 
threw himself to the ground, the enemy opened fire from 
well camouflaged cmplaccmencs a few y^rds avvay with 
machine pistol and rifle fire. Privare BoreHi then V'Va, w led 
to a foxhole arid reached down to make the occupaiit 
prisoner. When che enemy soldier attcmpr^ to thto^ a 
grenade Private Bordli shot him. He then p.tc»ce«ded 
further into the brush and succeeded, during a fierce fire- 
fight, iri completely clearing the position of the enemy. 
As a mult of his aggressive action and outstanding brav- 
ery, Piivate Bordli personally killed fifieen enemy sol- 
diers and was responsible for the destruction of a Stiongly 
defended t‘ncmy position. He was awarded the Disung- 
uished Service Cross.**’* 

Captain William B, Stewart ( who was known as ’'the 
Spider ', and several Company “C* mem fought admir- 
ably. The captain displayed daring leadership that in- 
spired his company to break the enemy's line In its sector. 
Second Lieutenant James C. Lynch set up a roadblock 
with half a squad of riflemen and audaciously ambushed 
an enemy convoy. Three men were killed, six wounded, 
forty captured and fifteen vehicles seized. Second Lieutcri- 
ant Walter JVt. Rice led his platoon in a courageousr attack 
On an enemy-held hill which was very successful. Private 
First Class John H. Zawackt alone assaulted an enemy 










Lioms^nt Colonel Frank M> t»n- 
onr commanded th» Fiat Bactaltoa, 
Sn^entri Infaiury. from 23 July 
2943 to 30 Janoary 15'44 <arb«ii bit 
was wounded in action and evacu- 
ated. He again assumed command 
of tbe bartdioD on 1 3 Marcb 1 944 
and won dittiuciion by ably direa- 
iiig.it in tlie “breakthrough*’ opera- 
tiofw and on to Rome. The First 
Battalion. Seventh Infantry, wa» the 
ficit full Allied military unit to tntrr 
the EtetnaJ City ofi Sunday. 4 June 
1944. 



machine gun and put it out of a»:tion. Staff Sergeant 
George C. Plctzke rescued five of his squad who 

became separated from the com pan y i^nd were in danger 
of their lives.^ ^ ^ ^ 

By noontime 2 June, against scattered mertar 

and anillery fire, the First BaUaiion reached the rail road 
tracks west of Labico; During dye after crossed 
the idghway to an assembly area irremained oniil 

them^Wrigof^June. ^ ^ 



» On 3 June T^sk Force How /.e pm<eded of the 

Third Infantry Division and Second 
to the lift on Highway 6 toward enemy 

pockets of resistance, were cleaned our. 
troops knocked out a secies of enemy slicing points pro- 
tected by automatic weapon.^ and bagged brg^ numbers 
of prisoners with only a few iavsualfics suffered itself 
At 1700 hours tli*? Red Barcalion was ordered to 
establislr three road blocks ben^^ri Highways 6 arid 5, 
each to consist of a company of infantry and a company 
of tanks. Company ipoved to its position by riding 
on the tanks and established ux block without trouble. 
Company "A" encountered some difficulty. Riding on 
its tanks ' Able’' Company was ambushed by an enemy 
rriad block which allowed the first two tanks with infan- 
tiy (opass then hit the third wdth anti-tank gun fire One 
man was killed and thirteen wounded. Company '"A" 
deployed from the tanks into the field and drove off the 
enemy, then set up its own block. 

Company '‘C” m|oyed great success Riding in die 
dark on fourteen tanks tp up the third block it 
atnbu.shed an enemy convoy of almost thirty vehicWs 
All ttje vchides svere captured with One hundred thirty 
enemy, iriduding a hattaiion tommander being taken 
pfisianer. Two mobile 88mm guns •were induded in the 
ioor. Cx?m,pany suffered no casualties but the enemy 
had fou^ k died; 

FIRST BATTALtON SEVENTH INFANTRY 
BECOMES FIRST FULL COMBAT 
OF THE ALUED ARMIES TO ENTER ROME 
4 JUNE 1944 

As Task Force Howze was dissolved the First Baual- 
iori. Seventh Infantry, moved on foot tO Tor Sapienza 
in the morning of the 4ih and at 1400 was ordered to 
move into Rpme with the Special Sen^ice Force on its 
left. An ememy force was encountered at the outskitts of 
the Italian capital arid the Special Secvtce Force Was held 
up. but the First Battalionr Seventh Irifaritry; outflanked 
the enemy and moved ahead imo Roihe: Thus (t was that 
Seventh Infantrymen were the first AUied soldiers into 
Rome and the First Bactalion; Seventh Infantry, was the 
first full Allied combat unit into the Eternal City. 
Elements of the 85th Infantry Division also enequnr 
tered enemy who delayed their advance. Whenever targe 
cities or objectives arc taken as a result of the combined 
action of many units and org^anizations. claims and 
counter -claims have always been made by various units 
concerning the capture. However, the great city of Rome 
was not captured by one battalion, or regiment, or divis- 
ion, or corps, but by the coordinated efforts of all the 
combat units of the Fifth Army. Therefore no onjt can 
claim the capture. However, k is a matter of miUtary 
fcirpfd that the first full Allied combat unit to enter Rome 
on Sunday^ 4 June 1944 was the First Battaliom Seventh 
Infantry/ undey th^^^ of Lieutenant Colonel 

Frank Mr/.enoviri 

Without opppskion, the First Battalion reached the 
San Lorerizo rathoad yards at 1600. After setting up a 
defense in the streets about the railroad station the troops 
remained in the yidnitry for the night, 

Once agai.ti the “Cotton Balecinea'' bad led all units 
and cballSd up a first that stands out in the long 
colorful history of the Regiment, Rome, the Eternal City. 

f^r »«tbtSr.riY No. n? Hq. 7tfi Army ^ 7 Dec. 1944. 

^ J L HQ. 3d fhf Div„ 3, 5 H 27 

‘44 i } tWjv., *45.0pt Stewerf, / l.t Lyttch,. 2 L4. H»af. 
. . S/f»gr Pferrk* PL wtnr eacri o warded iJri 5Uvef Star 

Medal. . 
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SeCXDND ANO THIRD BATTALIOMS 
ADVANCE TO RfiieSTRlNA VWItE 

rtftsr EwrrAUON seventh MANTRy 
leads all ftFTH AR«y UNITS 
INTO «OH£.; 

J\JH£ i»,-^a44 . 
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had bcim added iQ'the toni list of names which begins iiig bis units intact as the wine, vermoUth and cognac 
with New Orleans^- poured down dry throats; The Second and Third $at~' 
The First B^ttaHon ttoops were showered with gifts talions^ which were relieved by French ^nit^ at ‘Q 
chat night. Thiteomtrtartding ofiicct bad difficulty keep* 4 June, and entrucked for Rome, spent the- night m Tor 



Top lefc pbiotQ Pope Piu« XU' a* he stood 

on ebe crnttal |>#ic<iny Prwt > BaCiiita at 6:00. P. M, on 

5 Jnnt 1^44 >ddiwtd the (partly shown in 

lower left pbotto). Photp .on the nyht thowt a 4®^^^ ®^ *he 

Pope. •■ ' 




SapKRza vn tht oiiUkiti^ ih^ The morning of rn and of a U troops in the cityv In reward for its great 
the 5th the ^ moved into the part in the two long Italian campaigns, and for the fact 

Etcfnal Gity fey vehStIc. that one of its great battalions had been first to cntet the 

The W€ koine received by the ^iberafors'V in the first tlie Rock of the Marne'* Division was selected to 
axis capital jtcr be freed Was nstnnUcus and overwhelm- first garrison troops of Rome while bitter fighting 

fng. It wa? an expenenre never 10 fee forgotten by those was v^ilf bdng Waged along the Tiber River and the 
wfeo ma<k* the Romans fined the streets fey ^■ledfktTaneao, between the British and Germans. Heavy 

thousands, Nuns lined the lit tfe children up in front of fighting was stiff place to d>e east near High way 

the churches and schools and led them in waving gri^eiings 5 wlnre the ferifish Eighth Army was making sieady 

and blessings to their liberatofs Dusty and weary ''dog- progress, tn the fall of Rome tb^ German AemV had 
faces** of the Seventh fn&n tty after m y^uffered one of its greatest defeats 



Bphy wjtb tb« Sevmm Iftfafltfy on VI August 1907, Lfcutenanr 
Cpfpnef Jfobn J. Toffey, IIV ax Exetuiiv« Offif<T of che R«gi 

V •!***>« 1344 w^hm l'r Vay kdW ip 



Staff Seigeant Mootir P. Noble of Company died of 
on 7 June 1 944. 



atid livihg in the filth andy^^ilpt of Pope PiUs XII tame out on che-centtal balcony of the 

anef Souifeetn Ualy- and in fhe w^afcc-fillcd foxholes of great Saint Peter's Basilica and addres^^d a of 

^ere then back iii; Rome for a long 200,000 in the Piazza San Pietro/ composed 

tim^^the v^ry center of Roman civilians and a handful of AmtimM Infantry;^ 

ing across treacherous waiters pf tferpbgh m and mcn^ 

barbed wire in the face of deadly femtik fife, ^'Cotton The period of occupation in Rome was shoft-lived for 
Balers; waded thmugh throngs of ^on idie ‘ fear allied military goy^ 

enihusuasfic Romap wh<)f sbowemd ernmeni^ pen.insoh base section and countless sundry, 

greetings' on the liberarbil For the mlsceHaneoiis and extraneous up its invaded the city and 

men saw a Utcj^lly took M Infantry men la that 

fdfil ly^m feou(evard$. ; idydusness and of ocejupyipg Rome thought 

White the ^Oih InfantTy S#>gim that the com Iwt days 

thhiugh B Red .and tfe Third wetc avet for World 

ah bridge famous Tiber:R^ the Wp jT~-feut that ft was a great disapr 

&vcnib bivouac pointment to the "dogfaceT’ to hay^ to leave the Eternal 

•■City/-''* , , . , . 

AnThD^) houre,- 5 June; the American TfeTd I nfantry Dating the short id tfee Ti'em f-ity the 

Division look over -stl of ROafee and at that “Cotton Balerrnen'’' took ® 

madding general: Rfigadier General Jedifi W sights wbkh may be fa;£|pd to 

Mike' 0"t)aniei, afjsumed tcspomifeiltiy^^l^^^^ Cathpites of tfee Regimenf/i^d. vbiled Saint 
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Peter's and Vatican City, had audiences with the Pope, 
and visited the other great basilicas of Santa Maria Mag- 
giore, San Paolo and San Giovanni Laterano. The Colos- 
seum, the Catacombs, Castle San Angelo and Hadrian’s 
Tomb, the Forum and countless other attractions of the 
old Roman Empire were seen. The beautiful public build- 
ings of Rome and the parks were a main attraction. Some 
went to sec Mussolini Stadium. Then there were those 
who cared not for the past attractions of Rome or visit- 
ing the beautiful churches, their interest was in the hotels, 
wine, women and song and they enjoyed themselves to 
the utmost. 

On 14 June the garrison duty was but a memory, for 
once again the Seventh Infantry moved, and everyone 
knew it was back to the wars once more. Bidding farewell 
to the Eternal City the Regiment moved by motor to a 
temporary bivouac area at Lido di Roma on the Medi- 
terranean. Preparations were made immediately for 
another move and on the 20th the troops moved by 
vehicle to Anzio, the scene of former great struggles. 
From there the Seventh Infantry returned to the Naples 
area by water and land transportation. 



SUMMARY 

The Anzio-Rome Campaign was the costliest cam- 
paign engaged in by the Seventh United States Infantry 
in World War II. Over 3,000 battle casualties were 
suffered by the Regiment, a complete turn-over of the 
organization. A total of 729, practically all killed in 
action, gave their lives: 1950 were wounded in action: 
92 were missing from the action and 262 had been 
taken prisoners by the enemy. 

The campaign itself consisted of (1) an amphibious 
landing which was practically unopposed and was the 
easiest one of the four participated in by the Regiment 
in World War II: (2) the major attack of 30-31 Janu- 
ary 1944 to break out of the beachhead which was 
stopped by the enemy with heavy losses: (3) almost 
four months of defensive and stationary warfare during 
which time enemy attempts to wipe out the beachhead 
were repulsed; (4) the breakthrough from the beachhead 
and the drive into Rome. 
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PART FIVE 

From the Riviera to the Rhine— 15 August'20 December 1944 

CHAPTER I 

The Invasion and Campaign of Southern France 



June 1944 was a month in which the German armies 
were harder pressed than ever before in World War II. 
The major Allied offensive launched in Italy the month 
before was in full swing. Shattering blows which liqui- 
dated several divisions had been struck against the enemy 
in Italy. Rome had been captured for the first time in 
history from the south. An all-out pursuit of the enemy 
was being made north of the Tiber when on 6 June the 
Allies launched the long-awaited, cross-channel invasion 
at Normandy. While fighting raged in France and Italy, 
the Soviet armies commenced a massive attack across the 
Pripet Marshes on 22 June. Defending against major 
attacks on three fronts the German armies faced defeat 
in World War II. 

By the end of June, however, the Germans had halted 
the Allied advance in Italy and had thrown the invasion 
forces in northern France off schedule. The Allies then 
decided to launch their fourth major assault within three 
months by a second invasion of France. The time was set 
for 1 5 August and the Riviera coast was selected for the 
point of attack. About six weeks elapsed between the 
time of decision and the time of execution for the second 
invasion, and during that time the Allied armies in Italy 
were confronted with the defenses of the Pisa-Rimini 
line. The Allied armies in France were breaking the 
resistance of the German 7th Army. On the east front 
the Russian forces were driving the Germans back, had 
separated the Baltic countries at Riga, reached the borders 
of East Prussia, and were in Warsaw in Poland. 

Although the invasion of southern France was not 
ordered until 2 July 1944, plans for such an operation 
had been formulated quite some time previous. The tac- 
tical situation had not permitted an earlier execution of 
the operation. Even then, it has been stated, some of the 
strategists favored another operation: 

As far back as 1 April 1943 the eyes of the Allied forces in 
the Mediterranean were focusing on a possible landing in 
southern France. By December 1943 the scheme had reached the 
point of decision, and a directive was issued to General Eisen- 
hower to the effect that it would take place during the following 
month of May. Intensive planning began at once in accordance 
with an Allied Force Headquarters directive of 29 December. 
On 4 February the combined planning staffs of Air, Army, and 
Navy met to compare views and on 31 March the first Provis- 
ional Outline Air Plan was issued. 

Shortly thereafter, however, the stalemate in Italy forced a 
recasting of plans, and it was decided to shelve the plan and 
concentrate on a decision in the battle for Rome. The battle 
began on 11-12 May and almost immediately inflicted a shat- 
tering defeat upon the German armies. The Allies had just cap- 
tured Rome and were in all-out pursuit of the disorganized 
enemy during early June when the Normandy assault began; it 
was clearly inadvisable to halt in the middle of success (in Italy) 
to invade southern France. 

Not until the end of the month was the decision to execute 
the program finally made. By then the Allied armies in Italy had 
largely exploited their success and were slowing dow^n in front 



of the formidable Pisa-Rimini defense line. And in Normandy, 
though Cherbourg had been taken and the beachhead secured, 
the Allied armies were temporarily stalled and had fallen defin- 
itely behind schedule. Action was wanted and wanted quickly. 
Most of the high command in the Mediterranean would have 
preferred to concentrate on advancing the rest of the way up 
Italy and thence into the Hungarian plain. However, on 2 July 
invasion was decided upon, with direction that it be launched 
on 1 5 August . 1 

The American Seventh Army, this time under the 
direction of Major General Alexander M. Patch who 
came from the Pacific Theatre of Operations, was 
assigned the mission of executing the operation against 
southern France which was known as “Dragoon” and 
was the sixth operation aimed as a whole at southern 
Europe.- The Seventh Army had not seen action since 
the Sicilian Campaign, after which all its combat divis- 
ions had been assigned either to the Fifth Army or sent 
to England to await the Normandy invasion. 

The amphibious and airborne invasion was preceded 
by air attacks on southern France. The air operations 
really began on 28 April 1944 when heavy bombers 
attacked Toulon. Between that date and 10 August the 
Mediterranean Allied Air Force flew more than 6.000 
sorties and dropped 12,500 tons of bombs on southern 
France. Not all those operations were designed specifically 
to precede the 7th Army assault but they contributed to 
the success of the operation. While those operations were 
conducted the XII Tactical Air Command, which was 
assigned the air assault missions for the actual invasion, 
established itself in Corsica by constructing airdromes 
and bulding up supplies and personnel on the island.* 

The plans for the invasion of southern France were 
nearly cancelled altogether. At the eleventh hour prac- 
tically, on 10 August 1944, Allied Force Headquarters 
asked the G-4 Planning Section of Headquarters. Services 
of Supply. North African Theatre of Operations for 
comments on a proposed plan “to take the whole ‘Dra- 
goon’ assault force and strike at the southern coast of 
Brittany. That would have involved a shift of 1,560 
miles in the point of attack. Because of uncertain logistics 
of such an operation, G-4 did not concur.”^ With the 
assault troops already loading landing craft vessels no 
more thought was given to a change in plans. 



^ "The AAF in the Invasion of Southern France", Hq. Army Air 
Forces. Wash., D. C., 1945. p. 3. 

“ The first five operations were (1) "Torch" against North Africa: 
(2) "Husky" against Sicily: (3) "Avalanche" against Italy: 
(4) "Shingle" for the Anzio Beachhead, and (5) "Brassard", 
the all-French attack on Elba. 

3 "The AAF in the Invasion of Southern France", op. cit. p. 4. 

* "American Enterprise in Europe, the Role of the SOS in the 
Defeat of Germany", I B E Div. USFET, Paris, 1945, pp. 

77-78. 
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The rtu jor purposes behind the Driigoon” operiuon 
were (1) to aiisist the Nortnaody attavk by engaging 
German forces that might oeberwise he u^d in nonbefn 
France'^ ( 2) to capture a majoi pt?« thtoiigh which large 
scale re inforcementjs could flow; (3^ to |ibmte France: 
and (4) to join up with ihfe i;rps 3 -chaniud 
the decisive battle With the Gerniait arniics of the wcsf< 
The initial assigirnicnt of the American Seveath Atmy. 
as stared in its Field Order No 1 . was to assault tlk sc^uth 
ca^st of France, secure a beachhead cast of Toulon and 
then assault and capture Tcruloo. Thereafter its intention 
was to advance toward Lyon or Vichy or westward la 
the Atlantic as determined by developments, eventiuHy 
joining up with the Allied armies in northern France ‘ 

The ihrre /-tfe lafantry 
chapUit^ ariU rhrif 
khuntv atKrohIrd in 
tb» Piano dl. Qwano 
bivcmac am >5»i i 
Aagusf 1944. Stand- 
ing, I. lo t.. weft T/5 
Albert F, Sohw, ty? 
Fred JL. Shof^, T/5 
Isaac Vau Det Jagt, 
CbapUtn Raymodd B. 
Vint. Cbapiain Oid- 
rick My dUnd. Pronto 
Pfr Eliree A. Dntil. 
Regtl Hqts Co., and 
Chaplain Cbevi# F 
Horn#. 

Seventh Army assigned the VI Amcncait Corps the 
mission of making the assault against soutbenv France 
with three crack American Infantry divUvoiis abteaM, 
namely, the 3rd. 36tb and 45ib Divisions, which had ah 
been relieved of fighting for Fifth Army In Italy and 
placed in assembly and training areas. 

From 28 June to 7 August 1944 the Sevftnth Infantry 
Regiment conducted a vigorous training schedule: which 
brought its ranks of green and veteran troops to the high- 
est state of physical fitness and psychological readiness for 
the new combat mission. For the very who had 
come all the way with the Regiment it was about the 
same kind of conditioning and amphibious training en- 
gaged in in the States. North Africa, and Italy for the 





Colonel O’MobnndfQ speaks to ib« tnemben o^ the Seventh Infantry 
in the bivouac area on ^ Augost 1944. 



Other big operations, but with some new features To 
rrrany the amphibious training was all new Training was 
divined into six day periods. It was an arduous program 
with twenty-five mile hikes under the bioilitig Italian sun 
and through billowing clouds of the fulian dust, Practice 
amphibious landings were made and the Regirachrpar- 
tkipated iit a division problem. 



During rl« amphibious trainmg several men were 
rijsvued from drowning in ttvs Tyrrbeman Private 
Arihur D, Case of tbi R^imenial Battle PairoL who 
was later killed in action. Technkal Se^caut John H. 
Earl and Private John P. Wall both of Company 
and Private Harir Lev^y of Service Company were among 
tho«r who At various times performed rescue missions.*’ 

On Sunday, 2 August, a mcctihjg of all ofTicers of the 
Third Infantry Division was held. The VI Corps com- 
mander. Major General Lucian K, Tiuscott. Jr., and the 
Third Division i:»mma«def.. f/b jot General John W 
p' Daniel, spoke to the officers. Major General Truscott. 
with pride reviewed the die Third Infantry 

Division, and hi referena lo dperaridnr 

stated : ‘T’toe ht: no pinned down 

by enemy fife .1 wjl tilkyy who sends in 

suebareporL^ 

The next day GoIoneFWilry M^ gave a 

"fight talk" to all members of the Seventh Infantry. 
Many considered biA speech better than those of the 
generals tlie day bvfofe. He informed the men of the big 
operation ahead but kt them know they would not be 
alone in The AssAuU. He told something of the great si 2 ,e 
and strength of ihe attacking force to which tiiey be- 
longedvAnd rncmioned ihe great power of the supporting 
naval and air arms. 

On 4 August a review cd the Third Infantry Division 
was held before the new Seventh Army commanding 
general Major General Alexander M. Patch, Major Gen- 
eral Patch made several awards to members of the divis 
ion and then made a brief ratk. Iii the cauTse of his 
remarks stated that a short time before he had met the 
King of England, then said that h« conridered it a 
greater privilege and honor that day to review the troops 
of the Third Infantry Oivision who about to 
embark op a great adventure. 

On 7 August the Seventh Infantry commenced break- 
ing bivouac in the Piano di Quarto area and on the 8ch 
and 9th loaded its personnel and equipment on LCTs. 
LSTs and LCIs at Baja, PozzuoU and Ntsida near 
Naples. 



PLANS FOR THE INVASION OF 
SOUTHERN FRANCE 

The plan of the VI American Corps'^ was (1) make 
a daylight assault on the beadiea from Cap CavaUire to 
Agay employing three divimfui abreast? (2) advance 
rapidly inland to contact tlK' Pfdvi^dnai Airborne Divis- 
ion in the Le Muy area; (3) extend the beachhead and 
outpost the high ground norih ^f Sf, Raphael and Frejus 
with suffickor. forces to sites in the 

Argus Valley between Frejus and Muy; (4) seize Le 
Muy with a mobile sirring force; (S) thereafter advance 
to the northwest maintaining mutact with the First 
French Corps on tlie left ajfw it wa^s to be established 
ashore and in its subsequent AtUtk on Touloft. 

Prior lo daylight on D-Day the First Special Service 
Force was to land on the islands of Port Gros and Levant 
and reduce all resistance thereon wbiTe a French Gtoupe 
de Commandos was to land lathe ykiitity of Cap Negre 
to destroy enemy defenses ther^^ blodc the coastal high- 
ways and seize high grptiud two tniles to the north. 



The AAP in the Invasion of Soothern Frao«’‘’^^c e?l>. ejt.. p. 3 . 
GOjc Np, 113 . 252 ^ 304 . 4 IQ. 3 d Inf. Oiv,: I Avi(:. 5 Mciv 
8 31 ike. ’ 44 . S/Sgt Case (posTbamoi«ry). T 75 |!t. Earl. Prt«. 
Will ri Levy vvere <wch awarded ibe Solifccc’.* Medii. 

FONu. 12. Hq, 3dInf.D|Y. Irbtif ) i Au^ *944 
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The Provisional Airborne Division was to land on 
the high ground north, west and south of Le Muy with 
the primary mission of preventing the movement of 
enemy forces into the assault area from the west and 
northwest and with the secondary mission of assaulting 
enemy defenses from the rear. 

The assaulting echelon of the three crack American 
Infantry Divisions was the 3rd, 45th and 36th from 
left to right. The mission of the Third Infantry Division 
which was given the tactical code name of “Alpha Force", 
“Alpha" meaning first, was to land on the beaches desig- 
nated as Red and Yellow and clear them of all enemy 
resistance; to capture San Tropez, Grimaud and Cogolin 
and clear the San Tropez peninsula with all possible 
speed, to advance rapidly and aggressively inland co- 
ordinating all elements at the earliest possible moment 
and to continue the advance with utmost speed to the 
Corps beachhead line, prepared to advance west on Corps 
order; to destroy all resistance encountered; to employ 



As in all its major amphibious assaults the Third 
Infantry Division designated the Seventh Infantry Regi- 
ment to be in its assault wave. The 15th Infantry was 
named as the second assault regiment and the 30th Infan- 
try was named the reserve regiment. The “Cotton Balers" 
were given Beach Red to land on while the “Can Do’s" 
were assigned Beach Yellow. 

Providing naval gunfire support for the Division were 
one battleship in general support of both beaches, and 
six light cruisers and five destroyers assigned to support 
individual beaches. Smaller craft carrying guns or rockets 
were also given missions of firing on beach defenses. 
Primary mission of the warships was to neutralize enemy 
land-based artillery. No important enemy interference 
from the sea was expected. 

A prearranged bombardment of known battery posi- 
tions was to begin at H minus 90 and continue until 
H plus 1 5 minutes, when the warships were to take over 
certain sectors of responsibility in support of the landing 




mobile armored reconnaissance detachments landing with 
the leading elements, to reconnoiter all roads in its zone 
and to gain contact with the French Groupe de Com- 
mandos in the vicinity of Cap Negre; to protect the 
Corps left flank and coordinate its advance with the 45th 
Infantry Division on the right. When passed through by 
elements of the First French Corps in the left of its zone 
the Division was to regroup the elements passed through 
for continued offensive action in the right of its zone. 



and fire on targets observed by spotting planes and shore 
fire control parties. There were nine of these parties, 
tied-in not only with their respective ships but also with 
the naval liaison officer at Division Artillery Headquar- 
ters. This arrangement in effect gave the division a naval 
fire direction center, by which the fire of all supporting 
warships could be massed on suitable targets. 

The Corps Air plan provided for a detailed schedule 
of attack for two days preceding the operation by a 
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powerful force of planes, as well as strong general sup- 
port on D-day via counter battery missions, pre-H-Hour 
bombardment of enemy beach defenses and attack of 
nearby enemy airdromes. Available were the following 
air units: 4 fighter groups, 5 fighter-bomber groups, 
7 medium bomber groups, 2 1 heavy bomber groups. 

3 tactical reconnaissance squadrons and approximately 
200 carrier-based planes. 

The air effort before D-day was to be directed against 
enemy air forces, lines of communication, and coastal 
defense batteries between Genoa and the Spanish border. 
Offshore of Red Beach, air reconnaissance had revealed 
that the enemy was in the process of putting concrete 
tetrahedra in the water: however, it was not believed 
that there were enough in position to interfere seriously 
with the landing. 

Colonel Wiley H. O’Mohundro’s plans® were for the 
Second and Third Battalions, with the Second on the 
right, to assault Beach Red at H-Hour and reduce all 
beach defenses in the Regimental zone of action. The 
remainder of the Regiment was to land in accordance with 
a landing schedule, advance rapidly to the initial beach- 
head line and destroy all enemy forces in the zone of 
action. The initial beachhead line in the Regiment’s zone 
of action was to be occupied with particular attention to 
Areas “A", “B” and “C” to hold enemy forces beyond 
that line. Upon the seizure of Objective ”C” a rapid 
advance was to be made on Objective “D" which was to 
be seized and held. The Regimental Battle Patrol and 
the attached 30th Infantry Battle Patrol were assigned 
missions to assist in the clearance of the beach defenses. 
Contact was to be established and maintained with the 
15th Infantry on the right and an aggressive reconnais- 
sance made toward Cap Negre to establish and maintain 
contact with the French Groupe dc Commandos. The 
Regiment had the mission of protecting the Third Divis- 
ion's left flank and on order to advance in its zone from 
Objectives “A”, “B" and “D" to seize and hold the final 
Division beachhead line. It was to be prepared to continue 
the advance to the west along the axis of Highway 98. 
west through La Mole. 

The Second Battalion, with the 30th Infantry Battle 
Patrol, two tanks of Company “A”, 756th Tank Bat- 
talion, and one tank destroyer of the 601st Tank 
Destroyer Battalion attached, was directed, after destroy- 
ing all beach defenses in its zone, to reorganize along the 
coordinating line X-Y (see Map No. 56) and then ad- 
vance rapidly to the initial beachhead line destroying all 
enemy encountered. A strong combat patrol was to be 
sent generally along the route shown to Point Z to es- 
tablish and maintain a road block at that point until 
relieved by the 15th Infantry, at which time the patrol 
would return to the battalion. The White Battalion 
was to employ the 30th Infantry Battle Patrol to assist 
in clearing beach defenses cast of Beach Red to the Regi- 
mental beachhead line and make contact with the Third 
Reconnaissance T roop Battle Patrol at Point C- 1 . Upon 
reaching the contact point the patrol was to continue the 
advance if contact had not been made. Following estab- 
lishment of contact, the patrol was to return along the 
coast line to assemble and join the Second Battalion on 
order. The key terrain features of Objective "C” on the 
initial beachhead line were to be occupied by the battal- 
ion troops. A strong combat patrol supported by the 
battalion's attached armor was to advance along the 
road to La Croix and when the objective was to be taken 
establish Road Block No. I . All enemy in La Croix were 
to be isolated and destroyed. Following the capture of 
Objective “C” the battalion was to be prepared to ad- 
vance on Regimental order to seize and hold the key ter- 
rain features of Objective "D" and then establish Road 
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Block No. 2. Enemy forces in Gassin were to be isolated 
and destroyed. Following the capture of Objective "D” 
the battalion was to be prepared to support the 30th In- 
fantry by fire from all its available weapons. When 
passed through on Objective “D” by the 30th Infantry 
and when fire support could not longer be given, the bat- 
talion was to reorganize and be prepared on order to as- 
semble in Regimental Reserve or to attack to the west. 

The Third Battalion, with the Seventh Infantry 
Battle Patrol, two tanks of Company "A", 756th Tank 
Battalion, and one destroyer of the 60 1st Tank Destroyer 
Battalion attached, was directed, after destroying all 
beach defenses in its zone, to reorganize the battalion less 
one company along the coordinating line M-N (see Map 
No. 56) and then advance rapidly to the initial beach- 
head line and destroy all enemy in its zone of action. One 
company was to be sent along the route shown to seize 
and hold Objective “B". All enemy in Cavalaire-sur- 
Mer were to be isolated and destroyed and the battalion 
was to seize Objective “A", then send a strong combat 
patrol to clear resistance between Objectives ‘‘A’’ and 
“B ” and to establish contact at the contact point “Texas" 
with the company from Objective “B". Road block 
No. 3 was to be established. The battalion was directed 
to employ the Seventh Infantry Battle Patrol to assist 
in clearing beach defenses west of Red Beach along the 
coast to the Regimental beachhead line and to establish 
and maintain contact with the French Groupe de Com- 
mandos in the vicinity of Cap Negre. The Third Bat- 
talion was to be prepared to continue the offensive action 
to the west to seize and hold the Division Beachhead 
Line with particular attention to Objectives A-1, A-2, 
A-3, A-4, A-5 and A-6. It was to protect the Regi- 
ment’s left flank. 

Upon the capture of their objectives both of the as- 
sault battalions were to patrol aggressively to the front 
and flanks. 

If no underwater obstacles were encountered or if ob- 
stacles would not prevent the beaching of LCVPs the 
assault battalions were to discharge red smoke grenades 
immediately on beaching. When enemy defenses in the 
immediate beach area were neutralized assault troops 
were to discharge violet smoke grenades on the order of 
the battalion commanders only, however. Yellow smoke 
grenades were to be used to indicate the presence of 
friendly troops to friendly airplanes. In the event under- 
water obstacles were encountered that would prevent 
LCVPs from beaching, a green parachute flare was to be 
discharged from each LCVP encountering difficulty. 

Should enemy opposition interfere seriously with the 
landing of craft other than LCVPs the naval commander 
was to order "Treadmill" executed, at which time craft 
would circle off shore until the oppostion would be re- 
duced. Craft carrying tanks or self-propelled weapons 
were to be so loaded as to permit maximum delivery of 
fire against the beaches. 

The First Battalion was scheduled to land at H T 30 
and to clear the beach of any remaining resistance. It 
was to assemble with utmost speed in Regimental Re- 
serve (see Map No. 56) and send a strong combat 
patrol to seize and hold Objective C-2, destroying all 
enemy encountered and make contact with the Second 
Battalion at contact point “Iowa’.. The Red Battalion 
was to be prepared to move to meet counter-attacks from 
any direction or, on order, to assist in the capture of 
Objective "B", or to pass through that objective and 
continue the offensive action to the west along Highway 

8 FO No. 12, Hq. 7th Infantry (reinf.), Naples, Italy, 2 Aug. 

1944. 
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98 through La Mole to the Division beachhead line, with 
particular attention to Objectives B-1 and B-2. It was 
to be prepared to continue the advance to the west, main- 
taining contact with the 30th Infantry on the right at 
contact point “Utah" and the Third Battalion on the 
left at contact points “Virginia" and "Kansas". 



begin sweeping the road of mines southwest to Caval- 
airc-sur-Mer and the other to clear the main road north- 
east through La Croix. As soon as the 10th Engineer 
Battalion should be established ashore Company "A" 
would revert to battalion control and be in support 
rather than in attachment to the Regiment. 




Anti-Tank and Cannon Companies were to land on 
Beach Red on call. Upon landing, Anti-Tank Company 
was to attach one platoon (57mm) to the Third Bat- 
talion in the vicinity of Objective "A" and a similar 
platoon to the Second Battalion in the vicinity of Ob- 
jective "C". Cannon Company was, upon landing, to 
immediately assemble in its assigned area (see Map No. 
56) and be prepared to assist the battalions by fire and 
to occupy direct fire positions for anti-tank defense. Both 
of the company commanders were to report to the Reg- 
imental commander when their companies were assem- 
bled. 

The 10th Field Artillery Battalion with the 634th 
Field Artillery Battalion minus one firing battery and 
Battery "C", 36th Field Artillery Battalion, were to 
land commencing at H + 100, reconnoiter and occupy 
positions in the area shown, be prepared to support the 
Regiment and place fire on Highway No. 98. 

Company "A", 10th Engineer Battalion, attached for 
the initial phase, was to be in direct support of the Regi- 
ment for the clearing of mines, repair and maintenance 
of such roads and bridges as the situation might require. 
Two mine detector parties with three mine detectors 
each were to land with the Infantry. One party was to 



Company "A". 756th Tank Battalion, and Com- 
pany "A", 601st Tank Destroyer Battalion, were to 
land the remainder of their companies not attached to 
the two assault battalions on call, assemble in areas 
shown and be prepared on Regimental order to move 
with utmost speed in any direction to meet enemy 
counter-attacks. 

Company "A", 3rd Chemical Battalion, was to land 
on call, assemble in its assigned area, reconnoiter for and 
occupy positions and be prepared to support the Regi- 
ment by fire. 

The Regimental Medical Detachment and Company 
"A", 3rd Medical Battalion, were to establish aid sta- 
tions and execute evacuation missions. 

Service Company, Seventh Infantry, was to land on 
call to establish and operate the rear echelon of the Regi- 
ment in the vicinity of inshore dumps. 

Regimental Headquarters Company with a Detach- 
ment of 3rd Signal Company and a Prisoner of War 
Interrogation Team was to land behind the Red Battal- 
ion as desired by the Regimental Commander to establish 
and operate the Regimental Command Post. A traffic 
control platoon was to patrol the beach and collect and 
guide all Seventh Infantry personnel to the assembly 
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areas and assist in guiding Cannon Companyr Anti-Tank 



should land. Asststancs was to be Tendered to the Regir from Toulon to $t. Rapbaer runs through the Toulon* 
{nental S*4 and Service Company Commander in the St Raphael Corridor and is about fourteen md 
handling of vehicles. All battalions and separate unitj TO limited network of good roads in the beach- 

were to provide guides at the Regimental Straggler as- head area. The principal road is Route 98. a good two* 
scmbly areas. way* raf-raacadam or surface-treated macadam road. 

Study of the terrain in the Third Infantry Division Route $$9 turns off Highway 98 about two miles west 
'/On.e^ of action showed that the general topography coxi> of Bormes and follows the coast line to a point one mile 
sUted of a low mountainous area With a few small plains hoetbeast of Cayalaire-sur-Mer. where it goes up the 
where the. large streams vntet the bays. The moantains valley to La Croix and Su Tropes, 
generally rise directly behind the beaches to an altitude The mountain slopes are covered with scattered woods 
of 1.000 to 1300 feet in elevation. In the western sec* of evergreen^ oak, maple and holly. The lower tnpun tain 
to is it smaU slopes arc usually terraced and cuUtvated prfbrarily to 

iniks wvdc; largest plain, vineyards and olive The Baie Cfe a 

about miles wide, lies at tlic head C-shaped bay open to the south/ iff- four miles wide at 

the Cb The peninsula bounded by m entrapre uetween the west and 

the de St/ Tropez aind the Bak De Cavalairc is Cap Lardi^ two beaches, one 

generally a lpw plam» whkh rises from sea level to an on the ease between Pointe Vergeron and Pointe Du- 
elevation of 300 feet. The coast line is irregular with brevH and Otte on the west from Poime de Cavalaire to 
rocky headlands and small bellies at head of shcl- la BouilJabais. Tlie west beach was the one designated 
tefed taves/ ^ as Red Beach upon which the Seventh Infantry was to 



view* vt tb(* Tbtrd tpUmtr Dtf »ipn tetiew^ pa i 1 944 Ia tuly. 

The drainage is generaUy south to the land. The town Cavalaite-ffur-Me.r sta ditecily be- 
ta the La Mole and Grande bind the southwest end of the: beach^^ 

to the elope of the .rer^n and the poeoas soil. No sor- 400 yards off ffiote in six fathoms there av as good 

face warec would be round. aochoyage anywhere with a bottom of mud and weeds 

. Thery (wo rrdge systems m the area, one of which and good bolding ground. Red Beach itself is about 
rises hetwecfi the cosst linfe' and La Valley 3,900 yards in length and from 20 ro ^0 yards tn width, 

and runs generally fro^ Bormes . The other ridge buy apd is a sand beadi backed by a narrow belt of irce.-coV' 
Iks about eight^miles 'mland l^^^ La Mole River cred dUrtcs, behind which is the coast road and railway. 
Valley and the 1 oulon -St. Rapbaei coitidof. Tbe^yak^ Ti>ere arc suitable exits for personne) anyv.^hcre and a 
leys run generally southwest nonheast, and arc narrow 

with little flood .land. ^ ^ outskirts of the 

Pox the tommunications in the area a singly’ vBlagj; of Cav^airMUr-Mer^ / W half the 

track narrow -gauge railroad line runs from T oulon along ^ consists of tuldvated fields. 



It was expected th^t the enciny wouk! have the beach 
inodcfatdy defended with minor beach defenses rnosist 
mg of three cascm.enis, eight definite pil|bcxc$, prob- 
able pillbox. At least seventeen maifrhine guns were 
thought to covifr the entire beach wiil:h their fields exf fire. 
In the western qaarter ol the beach was 'a battery of two 
light anti aircraft guns and »t' Its extremity were 

two three-gun light, anti-aircraft batteries. A search- 
ligbc was reported at about the center of the beach and 
there was also one fixed single gun at the western end 
Beach mines were reported along the eastern threC" fourths 
of the beach and in several places at the western etidv ^ome 
of which were confirmed by aerial photographs. Barbed 
wire extended 800 yards parallel to and in the center of 
the beach. Offshore, the Baie De Cavahire was r^orred 
mined between Pointe De Cavalairc and “La Bouilla- 
baisse Restaurant'' at a maximum depth of ten farboms. 

THE ENEMY SITU ATION 

Lhough the Allied threat to the Riviera had been 
obvious for montbs. the hard-pressed Germans had been 
ohirged to pail away a sizeable prexportion of the forces 
they had allocated to defend it. In the area of southern 
France. 5 c»uth of the Loire River, there were believed to 
be thirteen identified divisions on 28 July. Of that num- 
ber nine were classified as limited employment divisions 
and four as offensive or field divisions; The group of 
nine limited employment units consisted of four Infan- 
try divisions and five reserve divisions. The four offen- 
sive divisions included two panzer formations and tsvo 
newly arrived Infantry divisions which were reported 
in a depleted state. Th addition, the 141st Assault Gun 
Brigade, consisting of an estimated thirty assault guns, 
was located in the; Natbcmnc area. 

In addlftcm to the divisional armor there was esti- 
mated to be about fourteen general headquarters tank 
batia lions in France and the low cottOCries. It was con- 
sidered reasonable to assume thivt at least three of the 
lank battalions would be found garmoned in southern 
Fiance. About sixteen Ost or Ru^tan Battalions bad 
been located in various pans of Soutl^rn France. Also- 
tliere had been identified scVcTal battalions of Tartors, 
Armenians. Hindus, Turcomans and Czechs. Some for- 
eigners, notably the Ukrainians, bad been Organized un- 
der the Supervision of the German SS and performed 
police duties in the area. 

The combat efficiency of the limited employment di - 
visions was considered quite decreased because of the 
apparent deficiency in heavy armament. ;a general de- 
ficiency in both horse and mhtor transport was a . 

quent lack of mobiliiy, plus the possibiltiy that a greattr 
nunibet of older model weapons wemid be found m that: 
type unit- The increased percentage of ‘' VofksdeutKhi'’ 
found in the units also made for demased cctmbat effi- 
pency. However, the fact that many troops were yhung 
and fresh, and the fact that the Germans bad been rc 
training a number of seasoned troops returned from ac;7 
tivc irontS; and convalcscenis, was considefcd. 

The offensive divisions would probably he of a fairly 
high eahbre. due to an increase in equipmenivplus; the 
fact that- the veterans from previoos campaigns constj- 
nitcdmorcrhanamerebackboneortheuntr. 

Depletcd was the German Air Force in J50ufb^^ 
France. It was estimated the Germans might be able to 
strape together 150 long range bombers^ ?0 bomber re- 
ccmnaissancc and 100 single erigfpe and fighter 

horn be ts; 

Na major enemy naval forces were considered to be 
active in the Westera Mediterranean, the German naval 
defenses were considered to be but a handful of destroyers 



and torpedo boars, escort vessels or corvettes, and minor 
units. 

For the invasion the “Alfo had marshal fed a forct. 
wUh a dear-cut and ovctwhdming su^noxiry in every 
respect. Against the weak German diyisicMt.s the Urlited 
States Seventh Army could throw in a sUonger force of 
cr^ck United States and French DiVi$ion^^^ plus an as- 
sorrmeat of paratroop, cotmnando. and special servke 
forces^. Against the Luftwaffe's 2S0 furtive aircrjrft the 
Mediterranean Allied Airforcii'f mustered 5,000. Againsr 
the dinky German naval units was assembled 450 United 
States. British, French and Italian warships, indoding 
five battle ships and ten aircraf t. carriers ' 



LINE UP OF THE 7TH INPANTY FOR ITS 
FOURTH MAJOR AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT 

For the impending invasion the Sevciifh Infantry was 
to be kd by wiley Colonel Wiley H. O'Mohn who; 
had successfully directed the operations our of the Anzio 
Beachliead and into Rome. Hts executive officer was 
LUmenam Golopel Victor E Sinclaif and the Rcgi- 
Staff consisted of Captain Irving R. Wyeth as 
S-3. Captain Lee U Dymock as S- 2, Major Richard A. 
Siniih as S' 4. and Captain Richard T, Young as S-L 
Captain Rcubin H. Brown was Assistant S-3, First 
Lkutenaqt Eric A. Sturky Ai?sisfaqi ^ and the Liaj 
son Officers were First Lkatenan^ John D. Foulk and 
Joseph E. Sliepard and Second LmUeDant Nathan W, 
Whm - 




Li. Col. Evfcett W- Dorall com- 

rnarKied thf ^etaorf UaUaliVa. 
&W«i)rb fut fiyf ^epfL- 

nte Wit 

II, ot ft>* 2 gfV 3 ter toC»l of days 
ibao Mt urhrr Tb« 

periods dtihftg wbkb be rom- 
tnaoded ibe BsllsHon 

were: (t) l 3 A.p«l to IV Jooe 
1943 ; ( 2 ) 4 July fo 24 Sep- 
tember 1943 ; ( 3 > 5 tc IS Oc- 
tober 1 94 1 ; ( 4 ) 23 Offober ro 
11 November 1 S 143 . and ( 5 ) 10 
Jtfnuirr tor I Cl Ju]t 1944 . 



Lc^dtflg th^ batt^ltons were the veuran Lieutenant 
Colond fVank AL of the First. Lieutenant 

CokinVi. Clay C Thohro w Lieufen- 

ant. GoIonH Everett W qf the 

Secoadt and Ramsey of 

the Third, who’ bad 

Comp^uy Tyler Camp- 
bell, Wright t aud W^^ *' A" * “B* ' , 

*'C“, mpccrively and Fir.st< Lieutenant Michael Miliska 
of Company ' D'^ for the Red Battalion:. Captains Frank 
L Win ia ms. Robert D. Marsh and Edgar H PoijmsvH 
of “E", and '‘G" respect jYcly, and First Lieulenant 
John Hv Jaevis Jr., of Company “H" fox the White Bat 
talion ; Captains Francis J. Km, John W. Blaikle and 



** ■ ‘Thi* AAF in the luvAsicrn of' Southern pranct ", op. cit„ p. 2. 

*v ij. Col. DuvslJ iransfcmd ic the 45rh Div |6 Juh 1944 and 
assumed command of the iXOih Infanirv- 
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Oncu ashore the Second BatTalioo moved wpidiy 
through (be beach ohstades and mine At 0825 

th^ Jbaralion teponed small arms and mottar hiy from 
jJie right flank and enemy artillery Are 'was rraiyed. At 
0850^ the White Battalion troops were on rhe Line X-Y 
and 4 violet grenade was, thrown signifying that the 
enemy defenses in irs zone had been neufralized. Objec- 
tive in the sriemity of La Croix was taken at 1025 
and the battalion awaited order? to move on "D"', which 
were soon received V Contact was eftVeted at Point C-1 
Small groups of enemy were encountered on the objec- 
tives but quickly overcome. The 30th Infamry passed 
through the White Battalion shortly after nooetifne and 
at H 20 the Second Baitalion was on Objective “D" and 



Ralph J. Yates of ‘T . “K'’ and “L’' tespeciivdy and 
Frist Lieutenant Lucius S, Dayri oi Company^^ ' for 
the Blue Battalion. 

Separate unit ^Oiniiiaftders Were Frist Licutenani Wil- 
Ham K. Dielcman pf tfHf Battle Patrol and Captain Henry 
C. Goulette of Anti-Tapk Company. Gapuin Robert 
V. Horton of Cannon Company . Captain James N 
Peamiau Jr . of Regimental Headquarters: Company and 
Captain Winston G. Whall of Service Company, The 
Medical Deladiment was led by Majrir Ralph W. Isaac. 
Captains Che vis F. Horne, Dwirik Mydiand and Ray- 
mond F- Vint were the chapUins 



THE INVASION OF SOUTHERN FRANCE 

On 9-10 August. 1.944. the erjR hearing the Seventh 
Infantry pulled away from the pom of Naples arid ren- 
dezvoused in the Gulfs of Naples and Sabrno, Many of 
the men s warn in the warm wafers cf (he Mediterranean 
during daylight hours. 

On 12 August fhe mighty irivasion armada sailed out 
of the bays arui began the voyage that was to take it to 
the shores of Filirice Prime Minister Winston Church- 
ill ;0fGrcatBrit4iri fit of craft in a speedy 

laaricb and waved ''Good Luck*’ to the assaulting troops. 

On 13 August the ships passed through the historic 
Bonifacio Strait that separates Sardinia from Corsica and 
cntcrM the harbor of Ajaccio, Napoleon's birthplace, for 
ariothef rendezvous that oigbe. where many of the men 
again in the warm, blue w'aters of the Mediter- 

ranean. 

While on the vessels pamphlets arid maps were broken 
out and the men veere briefed for the focthcoming opera- 
tion against soqthwn France, which was exactly no se- 
cret to them, except the actual landing places and time 
of D-Day and H-Hour. Currency was changed from 
Italian Lire to French Francs. 

Lifting anchor the vessels- began the last 

bp of the jorirmy and during the nigbt of 14-15 August 
1944 maneuytred Into assigned areas off che coast of 
friance^ 0 Day was dawning and H-Hour bad been set 

0800 > r ^ 

The assault troops were alerted, givftn a light meal 
and went into the waltiDg LG VPs. Lazily the big guns 
swung shoreward and at exactly 0030 hours all hell let 
loose as the combined guns of tliie fleet blazed away. 
Overhead, thousands of bomber^, in formation, disap- 
peared into rhe mist. Then addlag to the fury of the 
b^ guns, came cIh pund of exptodirig bombs. Dense. 
billOcsring doucfs t>f smoke hid the shoreline. In the 
rooroirig haze, the assaob boats looked like doi>dle bugs 
as they darted hilfe and yo« cifcling off shore, 
for thc fiaval guoi and rocket Uunc^hers to lift rhrir fli^ 
frorn the sbptt batcecris and Inst Thy enemy 
made up answer ro f he naval gunfire, 

vShortly before H-Hout the assauli craft commerieed 
darting shoreward and at 0800 the web- footed '*dog* 
faces'* of the Seventh Infantry hit Beach Red, 

The Second BatcaHon with Companies and 

‘’E- and the 30th Infantry Battle Patrol, f mm left co 
right. % Warmed asl)orc Conipany *G'' had two of Its 
crafr hit floating mines and blown to bitx wirit forty 
men .missing and ‘Tox" Company lost one boat with 
twenty of its men mUsing. 

During the landing operations Staff Sergeant Hubrf I 
L Aamu of Company Private Jerome 
of Company 'G' . First Lieurenant Law^rcnce Cv La- 
Fev re. Staff Sergeanr Addison L, Ross. Corporals Ken- 
neth J Clark and James R Shipp, and Technician Fifth 
Grade Edward A. Bultrcwicz, al) of Company *'H", 
performed with distinction.^^ 



■ Cottoo Bitew*" wait 
ttnit funt to lead on 
tbc yraseU lh»t wtU 
ukc tbem OQ thtir 
'gftfat 4dT«ntorc' io 
the sheets of France. 
Capt, Frtnk L. Wfl- 
liaras. mcrao cotn- 
Riandct of Companr 
“E". is shown in the 
photo at the left. 



» acfe No. 14$, 2f>X W/.H ^0^. HQ.TtI Inf 

Oiv,, 13 b 29 29 Apt . 7«v .Jnn?: 

1 5 July 5 Atig^. H5 S/Sst. Aarcn. wsa awarded fhe, riihit 
Oak Leaf Qtijter to thr Slri-ef Srar Khdaf. I Lt.. UFtit re, 

Rds^. CpU. Grirk ^ Shipp. T/5 Barif»;w?«:r Pn 
wm each tlw SUvft Star klc^l ; 
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contact was established with both the 15th and 30th In- 
fantries. 

The Third Battalion with the Seventh Infantry 
Battle Patrol, and Companies "K", “L" and “I”, in 
order, from left to right, also hit its section of Beach Red 
on time and, except for the Battle Patrol, encountered 
little opposition. Company “I” took Objective “B" as 
the remainder of the battalion seized “A" with Road 
Block 3 established, and Company “K" drove on for 
Objective A-1. A patrol of Company “L" went to con- 
tact Point “Texas" to meet a patrol from “Item" Com- 
pany. 

The Seventh Infantry Battle Patrol encountered the 
only stubborn enemy resistance that invasion morning 
while clearing Cavalaire-sur-Mer and the cape, which 
was its mission. The cape provided the enemy the best 
positions in the Seventh Infantry zone of action from 
which to hamper the landing operations and there the 
enemy had his only sizeable force in the area. 

Sergeant James P. Connor of the Batttle Patrol dis- 
played conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of his life above and beyond the call of duty that mem- 
orable day. As the patrol moved inland from the water 
a hanging mine exploded and killed one man and 
knocked Sergeant Connor to the ground, wounding him 
seriously in the neck. He ignored his wound and led his 
unit across the mine saturated beach through fire from 
mortars, 20mm fiakwagon, a machine gun and snipers. 
En route to the cape he personally shot and killed two 
snipers and in turn an enemy sniper wounded him, with 
a shot in the left shoulder which penetrated his back. A 
platoon sergeant was killed and Sergeant Connor 
assumed command of his group. He reassured and prod- 
ded the hesitating men of his decimated section forward 
through the mortar concentrations. Emphasizing the 
importance of their mission he impelled the remaining 
men toward a group of buildings honeycombed with 
snipers and enemy machine guns. There he received his 
third grave wound, that time in the leg, which felled 
him to the ground. After unsuccessful attempts to stand 
and continue he gave orders from a prone position and 
directed his men in assaulting the enemy. Finally, 
because he was unable to continue, he relinquished com- 
mand of his section to Sergeant Herman F. Nevers. 
Infused with Sergeant Connor’s dogged determination 
the remainder of the section reduced to one-third of its 
original strength, outflanked and rushed the enemy with 
such furiousness that seven were killed and forty taken 
prisoners. Sergeant Connor was awarded the nation's 
highest valor award, the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. 

Staff Sergeant Albert J. Tetreault singlehandedly 
knocked out two enemy machine guns, killed one Ger- 
man and captured six others. Second Lieutenant John 
B. Leas by himself captured eighteen enemy soldiers 
in a dry wash. Private First Class Edward G. Collins, 
who killed three Germans and destroyed an enemy gun 
emplacement with grenades, and Private First Class 
James C. Eoff, who led a three-man mortar crew in the 
destruction of an enemy anti-tank gun and the killing 
of ten Germans, were two other members of the Battle 
Patrol who distinguished themselves.^® The Battle 
Patrol seized all its objectives and completed its mission. 

Following the capture of Objective “A" the Third 
Battalion continued the attack along the coast road. By 
1325 Blue troops had contacted the French Commandos 
in the vicinity of A-5 and A-4. The First Battalion 
which was in reserve landed on Beach Red forty-five 
minutes after the assault troops and moved rapidly to 
its assigned assembly area. At 1400 the Red troops 
moved for Objective “B“ to relieve Company “L' as 



the Third Battalion minus was on the Division Beach- 
head Line. 

Major General O'Daniel called the Regimental Com- 
mand Post from Division Headquarters at 1700 and 
ordered Colonel O’Mohundro to move the troops on to 
Highway 98, then west along the highway to the Corps 
Beachhead Line, which was generally along the twenty- 
one grid. In accordance with instructions the First Bat- 
talion attacked from Objective “B“ and advanced north 
to Highway 98, then west and took La Mole. 

During the night of 15-16 August 1944 the Third 
Battalion advanced west along the coastal road while 
the Red Battalion advanced west along Highway 98. 
Company “K“ and the Battle Patrol, which was attached 
to the Third Battalion, led the advance and encountered 
strong, stubborn enemy delaying forces along the coastal 
road. Captain John W. Blaikie moved out ahead of his 
company in an effort to determine the enemy's positions. 
After cutting five trip wires attached to anti-personnel 
mines, he was wounded and stunned by a hand grenade 
that landed and exploded a few yards from him. Bullets 
from enemy machine guns raked the area. Captain 
Blaikie crawled back about one hundred yards to a 
friendly tank and directed fire which knocked out one 
enemy machine gun. The Germans retaliated with heavy 
rifle grenade, bazooka and machine gun fire and crippled 
the tank, and disorganized “King" Company. Around 
midnight Captain Blaikie rallied his company and led 
it through mined terrain in an assault that destroyed 
three enemy machine guns and inflicted heavy casualties. 
The little settlements of Le Rayol, Le Canadel, Cavailere 
and Villa Adah were over-run but in the early morning 
of 16 August Company “K” and the Battle Patrol were 
held up by an enemy strong point in the vicinity of 
Pointe de Layet. 

With his leading elements subjected to heavy machine 
gun, machine pistol, panzerfaust and rifle grenade fire 
Lieutenant Colonel Lloyd B. Ramsey decided to flank 
the enemy position with his reserve units. Companies 
“I" and “L“. The enemy’s position on Pointe de Layet, 
a small peninsula, was left of the coastal road. To the 
right was high ground which commanded the area but 
it was heavily mined and zeroed-in by enemy mortars 
and artillery. Despite fire from the enemy weapons and 
the exploding mines the flanking forces accomplished 
their maneuver by about 1000 hours and nearly had 
the enemy forces sealed off. A heavy fight ensued then 
the enemy forces sought td escape through the claws of 
the pincers formed by Company “K" and the Battle 
Patrol on the left and Companies “I'' and “L“ on the 
right. A few enemy succeeded in escaping the trap. Three 
members of the First Mortar Squad (60mm) of Com- 
pany “I" were sent across the road to fire at the enemy 
from behind a stone wall. The mortarmen had no better 
luck than the riflemen as the numerous boulders in the 
area protected the enemy. Private First Class Juland A. 
Aaron then made a one-man assault on the enemy with 
hand grenades and succeeded in driving the Germans 
from behind one boulder after another and drove one 
group into a cave before it surrendered to him. When 
he captured a German captain and eleven enlisted men 
he broke the back of enemy resistance in the area. He 
had personally killed four Germans and wounded seven 



1- For authority see GO No. 18, War Dept., Wash., D. C.. 15 Mar. 
1945. 

GOs No. 47, 59, 199 « 212. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 27 Sept. « 6 
Oct. '44 12 23 Feb. '45. 2 Lt. Leas, S/Sgt. Tetreault, 

Pfes Collins ^ Eoff were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
S/Sgt. Tetreault later received a battle field commission and was 
killed in action. 
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the Maravcnne River ooc of the mpponiag tanks £?f the 
756th Tank BaUalioo was knocked out by a well con- 
ccaled enemy anti tank gun. 

Staff Sergeant Stanley Bender Company 'E'\ cUmbed 
on top of the knocked‘OUt tank^ in the face of wirhering 
machinC'gun fire in an effort to locate the source of the 
enemy fire. Although bullets ricocheted off the turret at 
hiv feet. Staff Sergeant Bender nevertheless remained 
sranding up-right in full view of the enemy for over two 
thmutes. Locating enemy machine guns on a knol! two 
htiddred yards away he ordered tw^o squads to cover him 
and If d bis own squ^d down an irrigation ditch, running 
a gaantlet of intense enemy machine gun fire which com^ 
pietely blahktfCed fifty prds of bis advance and wounded 
four of bis mm. While the Germans hurled band gre- 
nades at the ditch Sergeant Bend stood his ground 
until his squad caught up with him. then he advanced 
alone in a widc» fiatiking approach to the rear of the 
knoll. He walked d^lbecatriy a distance of forty yards.: 
without cover, in full view of the Germans and under a 
hail of both enemy and frkndly fire, to the first machine 
gun and knocked it out with a single short hurst. Then 
h*^ made bis way through the starong-ppin t. despite burst - 
ing hand grenades, toward the second machine gun 
twenty-five yards distant, whose two-man crew swung 
the machine gnn around and fired two bursts ar him. 



The Second Batraliyii. which mo v^; west along High- 
way 98 behind the- First .Batlaliom dispatched Company 
F" with one tank and a tank destroyer and an artiUirry 
liaison officer, at 1415 on 16 August, in an attempt to 
break the enemy resistance. The force proceeded to the 
unimproved road which connects the Grattleloup Road 
Junction veith Soiroes and the Coast Road Early in 
the morning of the 1 7th the Second Banaiion (min 
pushed through the First Battalion and remoVed the 
block at the Grattleloup Road Ju net ion as morr of the 
enemy had pulled away, The battalion adya need tty Le 
Fcrricre Road Junction, 

Meanwhile the Third Battalion advanced along the 
Coast Road through St. Clair, Lc Lavandoa and the 
many small settlements south of Bocmes to contact the 
Second Battalion at Lc Ferriere Road Junction. After 
Le Lavandou had been passed through Captain Ander- 
son. commanding officer of Bartery “B“, lOtb Field Ar- 
riilery Battalion, was captured by a group of by-pas^d 
enemy. His driver wait injured but escaped the enemy. 
Company “F' moved south from Bormes but found no 
trace of the enemy and Captain Anderson 

The Second Bat ta lion continued the attack along 
Highway 98 against small arms, machine gun, mortatV 
tank, anri-cank gun and artiUery fiii: Cc»mpany ''G'’ 

absorbed heavy shening As Company approached 
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Advancing to within ten yards ot the 



Setgeara walked calmly thtough the pursued him. j 

fachmg the the emplaccmcnr, dispakhed neater machine gun, he was mortally wouhded. AI- 

Signahflg tiis men to rush the rifle pits, be then though in. exctuciuting pain, he hurled a grenade into 
liif y y^fds to kill an enemy, rifle- the hostile emplacemenr. knocked out the gun and killed 

ref utried io lead his in rhe destruction of il$ four -man crew. For his extraordinary heroism Pn- 
remaining Oermans in the strong point. Hw Vatt Horyc was posthumously awarded the Distingnisbed 
p inspired the rvmainder of the as&auli company Service Cross,'** 

Tien charged out of their positions. «hootmg Sergeant Jerry T. Zoppa of Company 'E ' was an- 
g. to overpower the enemy road block., knock, other "Cotton IXsler" who won battle honors on J7 
murtank guns, kill thirty-seven uetmans and Ayuust 1944 
vei^ty-six others. Staff Sergeant Bender bad ■ . 

id led the assault company in the attack which The Frrsi Battalion moved by vehicle on the winding, 
irhelnied the enemy, destroyed the road blockV road north out of GrattcloUp Road Janction to 

ife bridges over the Maiavenrie River, took the moving wc.st out of Collobrieres and -affived in 

a Londe and captured the rommanding terrain the viciiijty of Pierrefeii .« 1745 an l7 August Cem- 
ninated the area. For his conspicuous gallan - pany "A" moved out of Pietre^u on the toad to H 
itrcpidity he was later awiirded the Cotigres- ^hd cstabljshea a road hloAk, Company ' B moved to 
dal of KonofJ' ^ Cners, 

at 1400 fwurs 17 August; near France. The Third Battahon moved to an assembly area in 

dward Si Ht«yt of Company ‘ E-’ boldly led the vVeinity of the Second Battalion near La Lo^de the 
platoon thfongh 3 shoulder high ditch, though eight of 17 -18 August and at y on l A August 



10 For authorify Krc GO 7 Wa \ iVb. P 

For authority see GO 185, llq. 7th ArrnY. lO Ma.y J ^45. 

10 GO Np. 47. HQ. Id Inf, OiY,. |2 Rh. '45. is(i. 2opp^ 
A watdrd ihc' Silver Star Medil 




tdcked flilQng the high ground north of Highway ^8. 
Ac 1200 the battalion encountered txeavy resistance in 
the vicinitv of Le Caioupei receiving mortar and atttl- 
kry fife. A small enemy force attempted to advance 
between Companies “I” and 'L‘' bur. was repulsed. 

A French Groupe dc Commatidos numbering approx- 
imately 800 was attached to the Regiment at 09J0 on 
18 August and relieved the Second Battalion at 1445. 
Sixty of the French fighters proved their ability by at- 
tacking and capturing an enemy position just north of 
Mauvanne which was also being attacked by Company 
'I" from the right. "Item” Company received very 
heavy enemy artillery, mortar and anti-aircraft artillery 
Hre and progressed slowly. ' 
the position, captured it, then Was driven off by ait 
enemy counter-attack. Attacking a second time the 
commandos recaptured the position and held on to it. 

Twenty-fiv. 



moved up from St- Honore. Company ‘ K” moved to 
establish a block in the viciniry of St. Maximin-la Stc- 
Baume. 

The entile Regiment, except the Second Battalion 
which remained in Division control and Company “K'V 
moved to assembly areas between Pourrieres and T«ts 
on 20 August as the Regimental Command Post opened 
in the first named place. The Second Battalion was 
relieved in the viuoity of Meounes and Forcaiqudret and 
reverted to Regimental controL The trpops commenced 
moving out at 1945 on the 20th and closed into an 
assembly area in the. vicinity of Lavillone, between Rou- 
giers and St/ Maxirain-la-Stc-Baumc, at 0500 oo 21 
The French group assaulted August. Elements of the battalion relieved Company 
u,* ^ on position. 

The Red Battalion was attached to the 30th Infantry 
during the night and at 0605 on 21 August closed out; of 
its assembly area and moved by vehicle to an area cast of 
Aix-en-Provence. At the same time the Third Battahon 
commenced marching and shuttling to an area in the 
vicinity of Chatcauneuf-le Rouge and Beaurecuci], 

The First Battalion attacked north and then along 
Highway 7 encountering only slight resistance. At 1555 
the battalion returned to Regimental control and estab- 
lished defensive positions. The Third Battalion moved 
by vehicle to Aix-cn-Provence, then marched northwest 



asualties were suffered by the French bur 
the attack w 3!5 very successful. Eight block houses with 
wads six feet thick and four artillery pieces of I05mm. 
calibre were destroyed, 60 enemy killed and wounded and 
lOO taken prisoners. Another company of French Com- 
mandos with two tanks and two tank destroyers vvas Jed 
by liaison officer, Second Lieutenant Nathan W. White, 
4000 yards up the road north from La Londe then west 
over an unimproved road through the three little villages 
of Borrel Bastides to fill a gap in the line. The French 
company then seized the high ground west of Borrcl 
Premiere Bastide. First Lieutenant Jack Ivester of the 
1 Otb Field AttiHcry Battalion accompanied die Freath 
as forward observer tor tlie artillery. 

The Second Battalion, following relief by the French 
Commandos, moved by vehicle under, Division control 
via the Gratteloup Road Junction, Cpilobficres, Pierre* 
feu, northeast to Pignarts. Gonfaron and then northwest 
to Flasxans-snr- Issoie. 

Two French agents passed through the enemy’s lines 
and entered the Reginieot's positions with valuable in- 
formation cpoc'erbing the situaiiion in Toulon. One was 
badly wounded. Three fia res fired to notify fellow 

agents, still behind the G the two ageins 

had managed, 

The Fif,v't Battalion remained ii» position on the 1 8rh 
and conducted paironing activities. The Second Battalioo 
remained under Diviaion control during the morning of 
the 1 9th. then QCtUpij?^ in the vicinity 

of Meounes and foKalqpcuei. 

While French untts were tdieving our units heavy 
shelling from enemy artillery and mortars was received. 
The French and Company ”.M ^su.stalned casualties and 
our ”Mike’* Company was a little disorganized. Second 
Lieutenant William S. Van Wey and Private Rene 
Dcltieuie of Company ”M” and Private William F, 
Beget! wafd of the Medical Detacbment. who admiriis- 
tcred first aid to both American and French cjisuatries, 
were cited for actions performed/^ 

The French Commandos were relkyed of atrachment 
to the Regiment on the I9tb. and the. 

Third Battalion were relieved of th^ posittOnji at 1405. 
19 August, by elements of the FirstFrenclvpiviw 
Third Battalion then shatife-moved b y vehicle to the 
vicinity of La Celle near Brigiiolks, Company' 
a piatoon of Company and a 5?mm pWtc«a 
of Anti-Tank Company moved cd the vitinlty of Bra.s 
during the night and established two toad Ckvm- 

pahy ’T" with an antLtauk plat€k>n^ 
vkinity of Escarclle and blocked. 

Early 20 August the Fir§t BattaUpb shtittled from the 
vicinity of Pierrefea and La 

Celle white the attached armor o£ the. 



in Italy boU» w.«i« kUled In action in Ptance, Pic Omn J,‘ 
Miliet, on tfct right; loai bii lih dweinv tbc f«vaM<m pr Southern 
France and Pfe Reno A . Maniui wa« kilW in action 4 fantaary 

1*145 io AUacr dvtmtf lb? '*ColinAf Poi*WC opwati'Ort*. 
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on the notth. Ar 1 ^30 fot>^ard elements of “Fox*' Com- 
pany were in Menndpi and at 2230 the Company ox:cu- 
pled Civaillon establishing blocks to the north and 
northwesu 

The Fim Battalion with a platoon each from Com^ 
pany “A", 756th Tank Battalion. Company ‘A’*, 601st 
Tank Destroyer Baualion. Ami-Tank Company, Com- 
pany '‘A'\ 3rd Chemical Battalion, and Company "F' 
from the Third Battalion closed into its assembly area 
in the vicinity of Bannicnx at 2030. The units then 
commenced advancing west and at 0530 on 25 August, 
'"Baker^' Company was at Mciterbes with a platoon at 
Maubec. Company ^'F was northeast of Bonnieux at 
Dessane. 

The Third BattaUon also moved by vehidc at 0600 
24 and relimd the Second Battalion of the 

I57th Infantry. Cannon Company, and platoons of 
tanks and XAttk destroyers were attached to the bartalion. 
Viliemus was occupied and Company “K"' went to For- 
calqnicr to the northeast. Patrols went to Sault*de> 
Vaucluse and reported no enemy con lac t. 



along Highway .7 and set up blocks and defensive posi- 
tions. Vigorous patrolling was maintained but no enemy 
contact made. 

The First Battalion attacked north and then along 
Highway 7 encountering only scattered resistance.^ At 
1555 the battalion returned to Regimental control and 
established defensive positions^ 

The Third Battahon moved by vehicle to Aix-en- 
Prcrvence, then marched northwest along Highway 7 and 
set op blocks and defensive positions. Vigorous patroliing 
was maintained but no contact with enemy >vas made. 

The Second Battalidh was re* attached to Division and 
moved by vehicle to a Diyisiem reserve assembly are^ 
southtasr pf .Aix-eo Proyynce as the First and Tfiild 
Battalions were on the main line of resistance between 
the ISOtJb Infantry On tbv right and the 30th Infantry 
on the left. 

. While ip the vicinity Of Aix-en Provence 2 1 August 
1 944» Colonel O'Mohundro relinquished command of 
the Regifnent to Brigadicc General Shepard and departed 
fpt home op t^otation. He was later to be assigned to the 
Infamtf Schaol at Fort Benning. Georgia, a^ chairman 
of the Staff Gommittee, Tactical Section. 

T be Third Division protected the attack of Frcncli 
forces on the ports of Marseille and Toulon by occupying 
defensive positions north Of Marseille. Vigorous patrol- 
ling was conducted on 22 August to St Cannat. Lamhese 
and Rognes 

The Third Battalion ihoved by vehicle the night of 
22- 23 August north from St. Cannat through Rogiic^ to 
the Le Barcot Road Junction near the Durance River 
During daylight 23 August one platoon of Company 
*'F* moved to La Roque-d'Antberon and another to 
Charieval dc Provence. Patrols contacted the 15ih 
Infantry in the vicinity of GadenCt. 

At ^0700 23 August the First Battalipn advanced 
from its defensive pos^itiqns. Company '‘C'' occupied 



who were killed in action in France during the period 
tTvJJ A«Hw»t 19^4 were: f I) 2 Li. John Cbileufkr. Co. “A'’; 
2 Xt Kichifd C Sime. Co. ‘L’'. and O? I Lt Pawl V 
“K^’. 
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The First Battalion dosed into the Pierrelaie area at Ar. 2100 the rein for<cd Second Battalion moved by 

0900, ’27 Attgust, and cort^iituted Regiinehtal Reserve, organic and atrached vebidc^ east to the vicinity of Dela ye 

The White Battalion was the First Bai^ and GriUdn and went into Division reserve, 

falion. 1 5th Infantry at 1 915. 27 Angust, while being The Third BattaHon dosed into an area in the vidmiy 
inrermittentT/ shelled by heavy attillcty and tank fire, ot La Bcgude-de-Mayic.ne at 0630. 28 August, and one 
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hour and a half later zUixeked to Com- 

pany ‘’K** encountered enemy machine and irtiHery 
fiit going into La Batie RoUandv Comprany 756tb 
Tank Bactalion, had one medium tank, supporting the 
Blue Battalion knocked otit* Rewstance was driven back 
and Company ’’K" took La Earie RoUand. One platoon 
poshed to St GervaiS-sur-Roubion and established 
blocks. The Blue Battalian jcontiitucd on in the after 
noon and night and at 05 50. 29 August, reached Villard 
and Rutr and searched the Roubion River for crossing 
pomu. 

When one of his scouts was seriously wounded by 
machine pistol lire. Second Lieutenant Patrick H. Adams 
Of Company /‘FL who was afflicted with a severe knee 
injury, crawled forward and jumped into the enemy’s 
foxhole, seized him by took him prisoner. 

Inspired by bis example his platan went into the attack. 
Under his relent less, aggressive leadership, the mrn of 
his platoon, alfbough exhaustipd fc^ incessant march- 
ing arid fighting, overwhclmid tht^e su German 

strongpoints-, killed s and taptUred approximately fifty 
of the enemy. For his eitttaordinary heroism Secofid L ien- 
tenant Adams was awarded the Pisringuish^^ 

Wounded in a stib.sequent action h^ lafet died tn 
hdspRal. \ \ 

'Jhe Red Ba tral ton w bich had moved by veh ick- to 
vhe yicinto ^tnd Lc fty the rngltf before, 

advanced thtough thti right fiank of the 

Third Bsfrirlicm by Botoevadi?. T^e 



Cotooei Witiy H. O’Mobttndfc comtnaodecJ tb® Uufiwiiif 

St^te$ Infirttty #tom 18 to 27 B^t‘hrir<Jty 1944, ami 1 1 
CO ’22 1944. Tlxtf abo-v#^ photo of hiih ^ 

Infantry School. Fort Benning, Ga.. vrhrtP h< lairr 
of the Tactical Section ^ 
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continuous advance against enemy delaying actions and 
received machine gun. mprtar and artillery fire. At 1610, 
28 August, the Red troops had advanced to La Robcrtierc 
with “Baker" and “Charlie" Companies on line and 
“Able" in reserve. Company “C" advanced rapidly to 
Lc Pavon and at 0130. 29 August. Companies “A" and 
“B" passed through “Charlie" Company.-® 

The Second Battalion returned to Regimental control 
and moved from its assembly area in the vicinity of 



THE SLAUGHTER NORTH OF MONTELIMAR 

As the Seventh Infantry battalions and the First 
Battalion 30th Infantry drove west toward Montelimar 
and the Rhone River and the 1 5th Infantry drove north 
into Montelimar to clear the city, long convoys of enemy 
moved north on the highway and railroad parallel to 
the Rhone River. In the advance north from Montelimar 
the Seventh Infantry was on the Division’s left. 




Grillon to a new area in the vicinity of La Begude de 
Mazcnc and Chateauneuf. and closed in at 2030, 28 
August. The White Battalion remained there but a short 
while then continued on and at 0245, 29 August, closed 
into the vicinity of Chaton and prepared to attack at 
dawn. At 0700 the White troops had crossed the line 
of departure and were in Les Cardineaux. Company “E" 
entered St. Marecl-les-Sauzet at 0830. 



Troops of the Second Battalion Seventh Infantry first 
observed the convoys and fire from all the battalion's 
organic weapons was placed on them. First Lieutenant 

23 GOs No. 59. 175, 304 & 339. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 31 Dec. '44 
23 Feb., 24 May 1 7 Sept. '45. 1 Lt. G. E. Guckert. Cn Co.. 
Sgt. U. Di Pasquale. Co. "A", Pfe W. J. Small. 1 Bn. Hq Co.. 

Pvt. J, E. Brohel, Co. I", were each awarded the Silver Star 
Medal. 
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drove bulldozers up the toiJd to plow a path. Dead 
humaos and bOfsts aod were mixed togeffaer 

and scraped asidfc'r 

The ambush oi tht> iruemv in the Montelimar pocket 
by the speedy and aggressive Seventh Infantry and ocher 
units brought 2000 live srnemy into the prisoner of war 
cages, Hoodreds were kiiled. WOO horses were killed and 
nearly 2000 vehktes wete destroyed or captured. In the 
booty was included the big railway guns. 300 trailers, 12 
dreaded 88mm guns. 24^uns of lesser calibre. 30 tanks 
and ah unesfimated amount of ksset materiel 



Jack Ivcstcr. forward obserm from the lOtb Field Artil* 
lery Battaliotit called for artillery fire, which the 10th 
Field Artillery gave, and be called for more, alt the Third 
Division had, plus the 69tb Armored Field Amllery 
Battalion. There was delay in getting the extra artillery 
as higher headquarters xhcmght the convoy might belong 
to the 36tb Division which had suffered a set* back some 
time prwous and whosTlcKa don was unknown. Finally 
the fire of tfe guns and 

attachments was hrought fo bear on die convoys with thu 
observation and adjustnicnts madi by the Second Bat* 
tahon. It was a :slattghter that those who watched will 
never forget. The enemy convoys stretched for about 
thif teen miles through La Coucourde. Les-Tourrettes and 
the many other little towns to Pergnans. The convoys 
had stopped as the enemy thought the road to the north 
bad been cut. The convoy on the highway consisted 
practically of every type of enemy vehicle and hundreds 
of stolen French vehicles, trucks ambulances, and passon- 
get cars. An estimated 1200 hot ses. some tied to the 
vehides and others pulling carts were in the convoy 
which became banked two and three dec|i. The railway 
convoy a few hundred yards to left of the road con- 
sisted of an assortment cd flat cars carr^dng four of the 
enemy’s 280mm guns and two 380 mm giants, boxcarfi 
with stolen foodstuffs and supplies and passenger cars,^ 

The enemy was trapped with Seventh Infantry troops 
to the right aod rear of ibem and the Rhone River oft 
the left Heavy concentrations were placed at the head of 
the column. Thete was no way out. Artillery of the 36th 
Division finally joined in Xhe »h<x>t and eventually 
friendly fighter-bombers of the air support got in on the 
work of destruction It was veritable hell for the itapped 
enemy as bullets and shells dropped on tlrem smashing 
the vehicles and trsihs, killing the hotses. men and 
women, there were a few present, and setting fire to the 
vehicles, 

The Second Battalion wa,s harassed by condnuaJ 
cn^my small arms and flak wagon fire.but prevemed any 
enemy from escaping to the tight 

Company contacted tire First Battalion, then the 
White Battalion troops assembled near Citange Baumer, 
At 0640 the Seventh Infantry advanced north wtrhom 
df^sition through the wreckage and destruciioirf 
Le Fougere and Mirmande. ' 'Cotton BaJey 
vSaw their worst sights of death and dcstrucuon th^r 
ddV: One thousand horses and hundreds of human beings 
lay dead, in the wreckage, and fields off the road; FirtX 
still burned. Clothes had been burned from the bodies of 
the dead which were blackened heyoml recognition. The 
dead Itorsys lay in The most fantastic shapes, with 



Tbi j Ith Centwty JCondibac, which w*s 

Ifdioify CoiHifiJind Poit on XO -3-1 August 1944. 



The dogfaces’' of the Sevcotb Infantry picked up 
many ^csruvcnit5 especially from the train^ as only a few 
of the cars had been burned. Some of the bo^'s got rich 
as one cir was used by the Gcrnnan finance department. 
Thousands pi dollars were gained by a number of indi- 
viduals in the form of French and Germany currency. 
Later Division Headquarters ordered all captured enemy 
money rumed itt but somehow when the order came 
down no one had any to turn in. Much food stuff was 



CliiTFfd body 



, ^Qldirr li«i 
xhf d«bni of 
ihe «uersy ronvoyt 
mo3r«d north of Mou- 



i Lr. Oii-i O. Fotunbury. of Co. “M who 
b*d ri«t» frooi the Muks and nrcpvrd hit com- 
mission on the field of bacrle, w*s Villed in 
action on 24 August 1944. 



found, some with Arneritain Red Cros.s markings on the 
boxes and the boys food Xupp lies CHT- 

man weaporw. uiiiformsX^nd equipment w^ere found. The 
Colonel not to be nutdeme, gdi hintsclf a b^l 

liquor. In many ways the ambushing o^ihe German con- 
voy^ one of the most proficabit enterprises ever 
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a beautiful view of the surrounding country. The Com- 
manding Officer and his staff were accomodated in the 
castle and enjoyed the opportunity to clean up and sleep 
in huge four-post beds. 

SEVENTH INFANTRY MAKES LONG MOVE 
1 SEPTEMBER 1944 

The German 19th Army suffered a disastrous blow at 
Montelimar. On the first of September 1944 the enemy 
continued his process of withdrawing as many of his 
forces as rapidly as possible out of southerii France, and 
the Americans were in all-out pursuit of theWnemy. 

The Seventh Infantry made its longest move of the 
Southern France campaign on 1 September 1944. Move- 
ment instructions which were issued on 3 1 August by 
Colonel Harrell were put into effect. The Regiment with 
the 10th Field Artillery Battalion, Company "A", 10th 
Engineer Battalion. Company “A”, 3rd Medical Battal- 
ion, and Company “A’', 3rd Chemical Battalion, at- 
tached, crossed Initial Point 1. in the vicinity of Sauzet, 
at 1215, and in seven serials, motor marched through 
Crest, Chabeuil, Bourg-de-Peage, St. Marcellin and 
Tullins for Voiron. 

During the move orders were received from the Com- 
manding General to continue on. and the Regiment drove 
on through Les Abrets and Morrestel for an area near 
Trepts, but before the Regiment could assemble there, it 
was decided to continue even further. Driving on through 
Lagnieu, the Regiment assembled in the vicinity of Ley- 
ment, just south of Ambericu-en-Bugey and St. Denis- 
en-Bugey, at 2400. 

It had been a clear beautiful day and the drive through 
that part of France was beautiful. In many places civil- 
ians lined the streets and roads and waved greetings and 
threw kisses to the handsomest soldiers in Uncle Sam’s 
army. Strict march discipline had been maintained with 
air guards on all vehicles, proper intervals between 
vehicles and regulated speed maintained. There was no 
dropping out of the convoy much to the regret of many. 
At one place a beautiful blonde, with outstretched arms, 
cried, “Stop, I love you." And there were wild unsuccess- 
ful efforts by all to get out of the moving vehicles. 

Rain commenced to fall during the night and a miser- 
able time was spent by most of the troops in the woods 
of Leyment. Only a few had been successful in finding 
billets. The Regimental Command Post set up in the 
ruined old Chateau de la Servettc where a group of FFI 
(French Forces of the Interior) were located. 

On 2 September 1944 the Regimental Battle Patrol 
conducted a reconnaissance north of Amberieu-en-Bugey 
through Neuville-sur-Ain to Bonas where the Third 
Reconnaisance Troop, tanks and one battalion of the 
180th Infantry were located. Continuing north a bridge 
was found blown near Cormorand. Detour was effected 
and the Patrol continued northeast to Grand Corent, 
then northwest to the main road at Simanore-sur-Suran 
and up to Montfleur at which point French Maquis were 
contacted. The French reported the road clear for six 
kilometers past the town to the north and also that their 
forces occupied Treffort and Cuislat. Information was 
also gained of the enemy using the two roads running 
north and northeast along the railroad from Bourg-en- 
Bresse as escape routes. The patrol leader brought his 
report to the Command Post at 0100, 3 September. 
Another group from the Battle Patrol went to Priay. 
Sergeant Herman F. Nevers, the leader, reported all roads 
north, northeast and northwest out of that town clear 
for several miles. At Mas Gragez civilians reported that 
the enemy withdrew there at night but in daylight hours 
occupied positions. 



ADVANCE TO LONS-LE-SAUNIER 

The VI Corps continued its advance in pursuit of the 
enemy on 3 September on the general axis of Amberieu- 
en-Bugey-Bclfort. The French 3rd DIM on the Corps' 
right reported its leading elements in St. Claude and 
Clairvaux close to the Swiss border at 1 100. The 45th 
Infantry Division on the left was given the mission of 
capturing Bourg while the “Rock of the Marne" Divis- 
ion was directed to advance at once, maintain liaison with 




the French Combat Command and seize Lons-Le-Saunier 
and be prepared to continue on Corps orders. 

The Third Infantry Division ordered the 7th and 
1 5th Infantries to advance in cast and west columns. 

The Seventh Infantry was ordered to advance along 
the main road on the left. The Third Reconnaissance 
Troop, Company “A", 756th Tank Battalion and 
Company “A”, 601st Tank Destroyer Battalion, were 
attached to the Regiment while the old stand-bys, the 
1 0th Field Artillery Battalion, with the 9th Field Artil- 
lery Battalion attached. Company “A", 10th Engineer 
Battalion, and Company “A", 3rd Medical Battalion, 
were to be in direct support of the Regiment. 

Colonel Harrell called all unit commanders to the 
Command Post and issued orders for the move which 
was initiated at 1545. With the Third Reconnaissance 
Troop in the lead followed by the Third Battalion, the 
Regiment passed through Neuville-sur-Ain, Meyriat, 
Villerversurc, Chauvannes, St. Julicn, Augiscy and the 
many other small villages to Lons-Le-Saunicr. Advanc- 
ing north from Lons-Le-Saunicr, the Regiment closed 
into defensive positions after midnight, the night of 3-4 
September. The Regimental Command Post set up in 
Plainoiseau. 



F'O 1 3, Hq. 3d Inf. Div., 3 Sept. 1944. 
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Tt>p pboxcii; ^how ]bow some of tbe bodUs of dead Gfitaan& appeared after de«c ruction of the eaeiny coiivoya oortb of Monulrmar. Center 
plbotojs ibow the highway after btdMoeen plowed a pafft tbroagh tbr wreckage. Two of rh< lai:ge enemy ra.Uway guns are shown jp the 
Id wet; photos . 
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a scand and hdJd until ifaf ^iddk of September so that 
their fxjrces in the Dijon area would be able to paas 
through rhe Belfort Gapy^. Bn t again their pUns (o 
go awry. The Third lalahiry Diviaon was hard on iheijf 
heels and in three days^^waii^ drive 4way 

resistance in the fortress dry, 

Besaneon, a key commuhicaddh net center, 

as well as an important industrial city of approximately 
30,000 people, was located for the most parr in a big 
toop of the Doubs River. When the Germans overran 
Besanepn in 1940 they seized the watch factories and 
turned them into the man uf act arc of fuses and artillery 
sheik, Besancon was a natural fortre$s city and bad been 
improved through the yeati by Frepeh military engineers 
since the A^iddle Ages! The bottieneck opening was Well 
fortified by the Clcaddtc in the and Fort Toas<?y 

and Fort des-Trois Chatds m the southeast. South of 
the loop is Fort Chaiidanne and Du Petite Chau- 
danne (see Map No. Ci4J, Farther south are the old 
Ffcndi forts of Mont Rognan. Rosernoni. Planois and 
Pontain . Northeast of the ioop act located Fort Bregille 
and Fort Beauregard M a ndelito^ near Bregille. Just 

nocthwc.vt of the loop Js Fort Gridin and the Ca.sefne 






Lui&bn O^cer. 2 Lt. Njirhan W. Wbii« and CpL Rkha.tfl,l,^ *'T«x*’ 
RtcbaitisbA. M.D.« coiupArc **h»n<Ucbaw" .neat Tbc ruin* of ihe 
Chat^a dc la Servettc. Lcynrexit, Prainr*, on 2 Si^icember 1 ^ 44 . 



The Battle patrol brought in informaiion gatbeted 
from the French FFI that two co three companies of 
enemy were ac Dole with no transportation and that 
from 5000 to 6000 Germans were in Dijon. There was 
an estimated enemy force of 200 at Mont -sous -Vaudrey , 
800 to 1 000 in Arbois. 13.000 in Besancon .Twp enemy 
reconnaissance planes had been seen patrolling over thy 
road between Axbois and Poligny that day and the previ- 
ous day. Six different^bridges were reported blown The 
French leader in Poligny wax contacted and reported the 
town clear of enemy. 

The Third Reconnaissance Troops wirb a pUtcKm cd 
rank de-Stroyers reconnoitered toward Arbois and reported 
enemy there. A combat patrol with a platoon of guns 
from Cannon Company moved to engaged the enemy 
but no battle resulted as the town w^as repotted cle^r at 
1150. 

At niO tbe Whirc Battalion moved to Arbois and 
one company ad yanced to Mouchard. The Red Battalion 
dosed infoToligny at 1845 and one company moved 
on to Arbois. The Seventh Infantry Battle Patrol moved 
to Mont sous-Vaondrey. The Third Battalion remained 
in position in the vkiniry of Loubous and proteaed the 
Regiment’s exposed left flank. At 2.100, 4 September the 
While Battalion plus Anti-Tank Company. 1 0th Field 
Artillery Battalion, two platoons each from Company 
5^6th Tank Battalion, and Company A 6Qlst 
Tank Destroyer Battalion, and a of Company 

1 0th Engineer Battalions vehicle to post- 

tiom berweeh Larnod and Argdel BtWancon. 

THE BATThE QF BES ANCON 
5>7 SEPTEMBER 1944 

Following the debacle at Montelimar the rl^maiai^ 
German columns swung northeast for the Belfort Gap 
and the Rhine Ar Besancon rhe Germans detided 
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enemy's escape route northeast along Highway 73. The 
pelled guns. The high ridge running from the southwest ^ 
to the northeast was occupied by German Infantry, sup- 
ported by tanks and artillery in order to protect the 
d'Infanterie. West of the loop is the medieval prison and ' 
Caserne d’Artillerie. All of the forts, which are several 
hundred years old, arc extremely thick walled, utilize 
moats and arc situated on high ground commanding all 
avenues of approach. The Germans garrisoned them with 
from 50 to 200 Infantrymen each, equipped with small 
arms, machine guns, mortars, flak wagons and self-pro- 
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enemy established road blocks south of the city and a 
good job of bridge demolition was accomplished over the 
Doubs. According to an FFI report 13.000 Germans 
were in the city, but when the attack opened there were 
not that many there. 

Lieutenant General Alexander M. Patch, Command- 
ing General of the Seventh American Army, visited one 
of the Third Division observation posts and agreed 
Besancon would be a hard nut to crack. But the crack 
Third Infantry Division under the command of Major 
General John W. O’Daniel took it in three days’ time, 
utilizing all three rifle regiments to assault and outflank 
the fortress city. 

In instructions issued 5 September 1944, the Third 
Infantry Division ordered the 15th and 30th Infantries 
to attack from the south and east.^® 

The 15th Infantry, minus its Second Battalion, but 
with the Second Battalion Seventh Infantry, a company 
of tanks and a company of tank destroyers attached, was 
to protect Highway 83 from the west, seize Monts des 
Buis, Fort Rosemont and Fort Chaudanne south of Bes- 
ancon and be prepared to cross the Doubs, enter and clear 
Besancon in zone. The bridge at Avanne was to be pro- 
tected and a strong block maintained at Le Chateau 
Farine. 

The 30th Infantry, with the Second Battalion 15th 
Infantry and a company each of tank destroyers and 
tanks was to attack from the southeast, seize the high 
ground east of the Doubs, including the little villages of 
Morre Montfaucon and the Fort de Montfaucon, then 
be prepared to cross the Doubs, cut the roads north of 
Besancon and clear the city of enemy in its zone. 

The Seventh Infantry, minus its fighting Second Bat- 
talion. upon being relieved in the vicinity of Mouchard 
by elements of the 36th Infantry Division was to move 
to an assembly area behind the 30th Infantry and be 
prepared for any contingency. 



SECOND BATTALION ATTACKS FOR 
OBJECTIVES SOUTH OF BESANCON 
5 SEPTEMBER 1944 

The Second Battalion (Reinforced), which was initially 
attached to the 15th Infantry, jumped off in the attack 
at 0530, 5 September 1944, to clear high ground south 
of Besancon. The battalion became engaged in heavy 
small arms fights but seized the bridge at Avanne intact 
as three large explosions in Besancon were heard. Com- 
pany “F" encountered strong resistance at Beurc but 
seized the bridge there. Company “E” progressed against 
enemy small arms and machine gun resistance and cut 
Highway 73 at St. Ferjeux at 1205.^® The supporting 
tanks, tank destroyers and 10th Field Artillery Battalion 
took under fire enemy truck convoys, and ten to twenty 
Mark IV and VI tanks detouring the city to the north. 

On 6 September the Second Battalion left Company 
"E” in place and assembled the remainder of the battal- 
ion in the vicinity of Avanne as it reverted to Regimental 
control and as the First and Third Battalions assembled 
in the same vicinity. 

New instructions were issued by the Commanding 
General on 6 September 1944.^^ The mission of the 30th 
Infantry remained the same. The 15th Infantry was to 
protect from the west with attached reconnaissance ele- 
ments, assemble its third battalion in Division reserve. 



O. I. No. 69. Hq. 3d Inf. Div., 5 Sepi. 1944. 

Sec GO No. 256. HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 15 July '45. Pfe K. R. 
Van Demark, Co. ‘’H”, was awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

O. I. No. 70, Hq. 3d Inf. Div., 6 Sept. '44. 
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and with the remainder, seize and hold Fontain and 
Monts des Bois southeast of Besancon before the entrance 
of the bottleneck. The Seventh Infantry with all its bat- 
talions under its control was to seize without delay and 
hold a goose egg from Le Chateau Farinc to Ecole which 
included Bois les Dames, La Chaillee. Le Chene du Sage 
and Les Montboucons. 

At 1250 the White Battalion jumped off in the attack 
from high ground just north of Avanne. Company “G" 
was in the assault with “Fox" Company following. The 
First Battalion jumped off in the attack from the high 
ground north of Avanne at 1430 in a northwesterly 
course for the high ground above Le Chene du Sage. 

At 1515 “George" Company seized Fort Rosemont 
and received mortar and artillery fire. 




A GERMAN GENERAL IS KILLED 
BY A “COTTON BALER" 

The Red Battalion, with “Baker" Company on the 
right and “Able" Company on the left, reached the road 
by Le Chateau Farine. The Third Battalion followed the 
first and relieved Company “E" which returned to the 
White Battalion. The Red troops engaged enemy in a 
small arms fight above Le Chene du Sage as Company 
“B" was across the road while “C" and “A" were astride 
the highway. The battalion asked for tank destroyers as 
enemy convoys were seen pulling out of Besancon to the 
northwest. A roadblock established by “Able" Company 
on the Saint Dizier Highway in the vicinity of Le Chene 
du Sage ambushed a four vehicle convoy escorting the 
German General-Major Max Schmidt who was killed by. 
the rifle fire of a “Cotton Balerman". All four vehicles 
were destroyed. The general’s orderly was taken prisoner 
and sent to the cage, with the general’s papers, where he 
gave the information that the general was fifty-six years 
of age. had fought in Russia and had commanded an 
artillery school at Autun before the rout, and was then 



on his way to take command of the newly committed 
159th Division in the Besancon area. Souvenirs were 
gotten from the general's cars and his complete wardrobe 
was given to Lieutenant Colonel Izenour as a present 
from the “Able" Company riflemen and as a token of 
their esteem. 

Red Battalion patrols operated between the St. Dizier 
Highway and Route Nationale. The Second Battalion 
meanwhile combatted strong enemy resistance through- 
out the afternoon and night of 6-7 September in attack- 
ing Fort Chaudanne. As all rifle companies were com- 
mitted at 0850, 7 September, the ancient fort was 
surrounded. 

The Third Battalion which initially followed the 
First, began advancing through the Red troops at 1900. 
6 September, to encircle Besancon, from the northwest. 
Scattered enemy resistance was encountered at first but 
close-in fighting was engaged in during the hours of 
darkness. 

At 2000, 6 September, new orders from the Com- 
manding General were received which directed the Sev- 
enth Infantry to push on and take Besancon immediately. 
“Iron Mike" wanted the city by daylight. All resistance 
in the pocket of the Doubs was to be cleaned out. so that 
bridges could be constructed across the Doubs and thus 
permit VI Corps to move through the city. Colonel Har- 
rell informed “Iron Mike" of the Seventh Infantry situa- 
tion and further informed him that if the Third Battal- 
ion should encounter very much resistance along the 
railroad line it would by-pass it and enter Besancon from 
the rear, which was what happened. The battalion com- 
manders were then informed of the commanding gener- 
al’s instructions and the pressure was put on the enemy 
throughout the night. 

Fort Chaudanne, which the Second Battalion was 
attacking, had a low silhouette, three feet thick walls and 
concrete emplacements. An estimated company of enemy 
were entrenched behind its durable walls and continued 
to fire flakwagon, machine gun and small arms fire down 
upon the attacking troops. Reconnaissance of the fort 
revealed two possible escape routes. It was believed that 
the enemy would attempt to abandon this position dur- 
ing the night. Companies “E" and “F" worked their 
way slowly up the hill, employing hand and rifle grenade 
fire. Taking advantage of the darkness, soldiers climbed 
the walls of the fort and fired at the enemy within. At 
one time, the enemy came out apparently to surrender, 
but continued the fight after an excited soldier fired his 
Browning automatic rifle. 

It was not until after daylight that tank destroyers 
were in position to fire point-blank fire at the doors, 
battering them apart. A wooden bridge leading into the 
fort was not sturdy enough to bear the weight of the 
armor and First Lieutenant George E. Stripp of Company 
“E" displayed courageous leadership that resulted in the 
fort’s capture with nineteen enemy taken prisoners. 
Ignoring point-blank machine gun fire that ricocheted 
off a tank destroyer and barely missed him, and grenades 
which burst within ten yards of him, First Lieutenant 
Stripp arranged a plan of assault on the fort with the 
tank destroyer’s commander. When the gate to the fort 
was smashed by the tank destroyer’s fire. First Lieutenant 
Stripp inspired his platoon to follow him through a 
concentration of small arms fire in a rush across seventy- 
five yards of exposed terrain and across the wooden bridge 
into the fort. The aggressive charge took the fight out of 
the remaining enemy troops in the fort, who surrendered 
after firing several scattered shots and rifle grenades.-^ 

28 GO No. 304. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 31 Dec. '44. 1 Lt. Stripp was 

awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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Du twig that iiighrof 6-7 Sc-pt^rnb«r 1944 near Be.san- 
con the for^^ard observation and command post ot the 
Third Battalion came under attack by a. platoon of 
German Infantrvinen. The enemy had infiltrated tjatougb 
the battalion's forward companies and attacked the 
command post with machine guns, machine pistols and 
gTcnadH fife ai ranges as close as fen yards. Lieutenant 
Gcicmel Lloyd B> liamsey, the battalion commander, and 
membet^ of hu staff whev were were in great 

danger cjf being captured or killed In celling pf the 
happenings thst higfe Lie u tend Ramsey said 
, , . rupture of .communkationfl with the assault 
vompanks, which were then meeting strong resistance, 
tnighr easily have been disastrous." 



Private First Class Wilbur p. Springer, machine gun- 
ner of Company "M*’ and his assistant Private First Cla<* 
Paul D. Clever, Jf, Knocked out an enemy macbmc gun 
and killed several supporting riflemen after a duel at one 
hundred ft? fy yards range. When a second enemy machine 
gun and about twenty five riflemen thirty-five yards 
away suddenly opened fire on them, the two men held 
thek gtotmd and returned fire. Despite bullefs that kicked 
dirt over them and hand grenades that exploded ten 
yardsawayV tliefwo sol tders killed the remain mg riflemen 
in the fi«t group and forced tlie second enemy group to 
take cover in buildings. The tracer bullet^ they then 
dim ted at tije buildings guided the firt: of a fnendly tank, 
and enabled Blue Battaliojfi riflemen to seize ihem.^ 

'fhe lead elements oT Blue Battalion pressed their 
advance. At 2145 Company out a 20mm 

flak wagon ami an animirnitiok^^^ with bazooka fire. 
Seven enemy w^ere kiille^ continued to 

advance. At 0 1 10- 7 ember. . Com pan y "K.'* ran into 

an enemy convoy in the process of forming by a road 
junction on the northwestern outskirts of the city. Again 
a bazooka round knocked out a truck, setting it afire. 
Enemy activity became intense and "King" and "Love" 
Companies W'cm into defensive positions. The fire fight 
continued until about 0400 hours. The enemy used two 
selTpropelkd guns and a flakwagon as well as small 
arms, grenades and machine guns. At 0400 hours 7 Sep- 
temben Lieutenant Colonel Ramsey ordered a with- 



Tbf« '*Cott0O BaU»" killed in aevton during the period 6-U Sep 
tmbtf 1944 wen. Ufl lo right: T/5 John F. Alexander^ >d Be 
Hq» Co.,! Cpl. Jamc; H. Draper, Co. “M*'. «id Ph Dotniflieli J 
Tfftpiafio. Co, ’*F'. 



menti and by hts calinne.ss. tenacity apd lorDrude, 
inspired fellow soldiers to cootimie rJbe unequal stcogglev 
Lieutenant Colonel Ramsey realized that his small force 
could pot hold the post against the enemy superior itt 
aumbers. so ordered a withdrawal to auothcr locatiom. 
Whrn :$uddcnly an enemy grenade came oyct the wait and 
landed in the midst of the group. Technician Fifth Cjr^e 
Maxiweli Unhesitatingly hurled himself on it. itsing hb 
blanket and hU unprotected body to absorb che full force 
of the explosion. Private First Class James P. Joyce said ; 
‘M lay .still for a few seconds partially stunned by the 
concussion, then I realized that 1 wasn't hurt. Technician 
Fifth Grade Maxwell had deliberately drawn the full 
force of the explosion on himself ip order to protect us 
and make it possible for us to continue at our posts and 
fight." Technictan Fifth Grade Maxwell w^as sevetely 
wounded and maimed but bis act of instantaneous hero- 
ism saved the 1ive$ of his comrades and facilitated the 
maintenance of vital milirary communications during 
the temporary withdrawdl of the . batlaUim's; 
headquarters. For his actions of that night Technirjan 
Fifth Grade Maxwell was awarded the Congtcsslpoal 
Medal of Honor. 



CsO Ni 3. 30^. HQ. iol; tiiv.vyV D«v. '4>i 
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The Second Bartalion move4 nonh^^est from Fort 
Chaudanne and cleared the part of the city west of the 
loop and was at the railroad station. The Command 
Generaf called Lieufenam Colonel Clayton G. Tbobro 
at 1900 and personally Usut'd iostrd^^ for clearing 
the island as far as the CicadcUc and assaulting ir frorn 
rhe rear. One rifle company then Started immediately OV^r 
4 partially destroyed bridge as the engineer's started piU- 
ting in the Bailey Br/dge. 

At 1 920. 7 Seprcxnbef, Cannon Company rcporicd a 
white flag from the Chadelk which was actually taken 
by the First Battalion. 30th Infantry, assisted by the 
Seventh liifanlry. All resistance had ended except for 
sniper fire All of the city of Besancoft lire Cita- 

delle and the tw'o forts guarding ran to the 

bottleneck bad been cleared h}r xiw ^CMi<in 8a{ers*'v 

The Third Battalion withdrew from Besaaeon early 
8 September and at 0930 near Montarrnpt attacked an 
enemy convoy. The 5 7ittm Anti-Tank Squad of TTiifd 
Battalion Headquarters led by Staff Sergeant Willard F. 
Wagner played an impof rant part in smashing the con- 
voy. The fire of the squad blasted nine trucks and caused 



flfmm rriore to be abandoned, destroyed a 7 6wm anu^ 
tauk gun.; iafliaed fifteen casualties and was responsible 
for the capture of bfty enemy soldiers Staff Scrgcanr 
Robert A; White and Private First Ckss Albert F. Heff- 
ner captured betwicen . 80 and lOt)* members of the 
wttckQd convoy and indirectly respon^jihle for the 
eckasf of a similar friendly troops. Included 

in the bag df pdsoners Was ffe officer of a 

German regimmt and Ifi)? offieexs. Sergeant 

Frank L . Fcceland caprured nmetem memy soldiers. 

The captufed Gcrmab and a major were 

brought before Colonel HafVelt Regimental Com 
maod Post The German Goloctei gave the appearance of a 
professional soldier and accepted his humUialing position 
without any outward display of emotions and gave due 
respect to the Sevt^nth Infantry commanding officer. He 
used a cane as (be artificial legs he procured, following 
amputatipn of bis natural legs after injuries sustained in 
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minefields during the short German campaign which 
brought the downfall of France, were not too satisfac- 
tory. His subordinate officer, the major, was sullen and 
gave the appearance of the typical Nazi officer. Some 
“Cotton Baler" had taken his nice binoculars and he was 
put out no end. 

Other "Cotton Balers", besides those already men- 
tioned, who displayed gallantry in action during the 
Battle of Besancon were Private William E. Krovchuck 
of Second Battalion Headquarters Company, who was 
killed in action. Technical Sergeant Alexander Buesa of 
Company "F", Technician Fifth Grade Robert D. Max- 
well of Third Battalion Headquarters Company, Private 
First Class William F. Simokauskas of Second Battalion 
Headquarters Company, Private First Class Ernest H. 
Burns of Company "G" and First Lieutenant Warren 
M. Solomon of First Battalion Headquarters Company.*- 




As at Montelimar. the Seventh Infantry received little 
recognition from higher headquarters for its performance 
in the Battle of Besancon.** However, a year later the 
French Army commander at Besancon. on the occasion 
of the anniversary of the city's liberation, in a letter to 
Brigadier General W. T. Sexton, then commanding gen- 
eral of the American Third Infantry Division, cited the 
Seventh Infantry while expressing appreciation for the 
part a detachment from the division played in the anni- 
versary celebration exercises. His letter is here quoted:*^ 

I wish to convey to you the deep gratitude of the French 
Army and of the City of Besancon for the honor you have done 
them in permitting a detachment of your division to take part 
in the celebration of the anniversary of the Capital of Franche- 
Comte. The French Army and the City of Besancon are joined 
also by the leaders of the Franche-Comte Resistance Movement, 
who had the signal honor of returning to their city a year ago 
at the side of your troops, notably the Seventh Infantry Regi- 



ment. Permit me. General, to add my p>ersonal thanks in my 
capacity as Chief of the Headquarters of the Franche-Comte FFI. 

The pages of history written in September 1944 by your 
division will long remain in the memory of all residents of this 
place of battle, who will faithfully continue to demonstrate each 
year at this time the same feeling of gratitude for the American 
Army and our own Franche-Comte Maquisards. 

Permit me finally to ask you to convey to your troops our 
complete admiration of the magnificent appearance and military 
conduct of your detachment which made a profound impression 
on the population of the City of Besancon. 

I wish to extend to you. General, an expression of my sincere 
and devoted sentiments. 

Signed : 

BRIG. GEN. FOURNIER 
French Army 

At 1145, 8 September, the Red Battalion resumed the 
advance to the northeast from A la Baraque, encountered 
some small arms resistance but at 1815 was in Rigney 
and in possession of the bridge over L’Ognon Riviere. 
The Red Battalion sent patrols to Moncey, Venise and 
Rioz. The one to the last named place encountered enemy 
tanks. The battalion advanced to Vandelans. 

After the Blue Battalion cleaned up the enemy convoy 
in the vicinity of Montarmot it advanced, parallel to the 
Red Battalion’s course, through the Foret De Chailluz 
to Vieilley, Venise and Moncey where the bridge was 
secured. Cirey was seized at 2240. Company "K" moved 
to Bonnay southwest of Vieilley. A liaison officer led 
four M-8 tanks across country to Bonnay. At daylight 
9 September "King" Company supported by the tanks 
and the 69th Field Artillery Battalion attacked for the 
bridge over L’Ognon River south of Voray. Enemy 
resistance was encountered along the north-south high- 
way and just before the "King" Company riflemen 
reached the bridge, it was blown by enemy demolition 
squads. 

The Second Battalion moved to the vicinity of Cirey 
the night of 8-9 September and attacked northwest 
toward Rioz. At 0835 the White Battalion was at Belle- 
vaux Chateau where it directed artillery fire on an enemy 
convoy north of Rioz. The troops pushed on to Neuves 
Granges and engaged in a fire fight. At 0935 a small 
enemy attack at Traitiefontaine was defeated and four- 
teen enemy taken prisoners. Company "G" drove on to 
Hill 308 as Company "E" was on Hill 337 and "Fox" 
Company occupied Hill 283. 

On 9 September the Red Battalion sent out patrols 
from the vicinity of Vandelans and contacted groups of 
enemy on both sides. One enemy patrol infiltrated 
"Baker" Company's positions near Rignosat but fared 
badly against the "Cotton Balermen" who killed eleven 
of their members. The Red Battalion set up road blocks 
to the northeast. A patrol north from Vandelans con- 
tacted enemy in the woods. An M-8 from Cannon Com- 
pany was hit by enemy panzerfaust fire. 



GOs No. 40. 59. 120, 264 282. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 9 » 23 

Feb., 6 Apr., 19 July ^ 1 Aug. ’45. Pvt. Krovchuck (post- 
humously), T/Sgt. Buesa, T/5 Maxwell. Pfes Simokauskas Ci 
Burns & 1 Lt. Solomon were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
On recommendation of Div, Hq. a battalion of the 15th Infantry 
received the Presidential Unit Citation for the capture of Monte- 
limar while a battalion of the 30th Infantry received a similar 
citation for the taking of Besancon. Failure of the Div. Awards 
Section to recognize the excellent work of the 7th Infantry in 
the destruction of the German convoys north of Montelimar and 
its great part in the capture of Besancon displeased the CO and 
other personnel of the 7th Infantry. However tardiness of the 
7th Infantry’s own awards section in making recommendations 
probably was one reason for lack of official recognition. 

As printed in "The Front Line”, Vol. 1, No. 5 2. Korbach. Ger- 
many. 29 Sept. 1945. 
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At 1805, 9 September, Company “G” continued the 
advance from Hill 308 and encountered slight resistance 
just north of Rioz, capturing six prisoners. Patrols en- 
tered Rioz and found it clear. Two companies of the 
15th Infantry occupied the town during the night. Fol- 
lowing relief of Company “G’' by the 15th Infantry it 
rejoined the rest of the Second Battalion. 

On 9 September, First Lieutenant James C. Jernigan 
and men from Anti-Tank Company established a road 
block and ambushed an enemy force. Eight vehicles were 
destroyed, 30 Germans killed and 1 1 8 others taken as 
prisoners of war.®® 




Capt. Lucius S. Davis, commanding 
Co. was killed in action on 

9 September 1944. 



Company "K”, reinforced, was attached to the 15th 
Infantry and advanced north from Vorays. At 2100, 

9 September it reverted to Regimental control. The re- 
mainder of the Third Battalion remained in Regimental 
reserve 9 September, guarded the bridge at Cirey and 
conducted patrols to Beaumotte, Cenans and Loulans. 

7th INFANTRY ATTACKS NORTH 

10 SEPTEMBER 1944 

At 0600, 10 September Red Battalion forces relieved 
the Blue Battalion guard at the Cirey bridge and the 
Third Battalion assembled in the vicinity of Loulans. 

The Regiment attacked north 10 September 1944. As 
the Red Battalion held in place for awhile the Second 
and Third Battalions pushed on. 

At 1000 the White Battalion attacked north from 
Neuves Granges toward Authoison and Filain. Advanc- 
ing through Les Grand Bois de Bellevaux strong enemy 
resistance was encountered south of ^ubertans. The bat- 
talion received heavy artillery fire and the observation 
post was hit. Captain Thomas P. Board, battalion, sur- 
geon, Lieutenants Hart and O'Connor were wounded by 
the enemy fire. “Easy" Company moved to the left flank 
of the town. Heavy small arms and 88mm fire slowed the 
advance of the battalion.®® 

The Blue Battalion attacked north from Loulans and 
defeated strong resistance in the vicinity of Ormenans. 
Driving on against stiff opposition Fontenois-les-Mont- 
bozon was captured. The two platoons of Company “I", 
with tanks, on the battalion's left flank in Roche-sur- 
Linottc received heavy shelling. At 2020 the main Blue 
Battalion forces seized the road junction south of Dam- 
pierre-sur-Linotte and sent a platoon on the road south- 
west to contact Company “I", but “Item" Company, 
overcoming the enemy strongpoint in Roche-sur-Linotte 
left one platoon at Sorans and joined the Blue Battalion 
at 2235. 

7th INFANTRY PRESSES THE ATTACK 

11 SEPTEMBER 1944 

The First Battalion minus Company “C", left to 
guard bridges at Cirey and Rigney, moved by vehicle 
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from Rigney to Loulans the night of 10 September 
1944. Company “C" was relieved of its guard duties by 
a company of the 30th Infantry at 0530 on 1 1 Septem- 
ber 1944, and moved to join its battalion near Loulans. 

The Red Battalion minus Company “C" attacked 
from the road junction near Loulans at 0600 and headed 
for Filain as Company “G" of the White Battalion was 
advancing on Authoison. 

Company “G" encountered heavy resistance from four 
enemy machine guns and a platoon of enemy riflemen in 
the woods south of Authoison. “Fox" Company took 
Villers Pater while "Easy" Company seized Aubertans. 
I'he roads to Villers Pater were mined. 

The Red Battalion encountered small arms resistance 
and engaged in fights but overcame resistance and drove 
on to the outskirts of Filain at 1315. 

The Third Battalion moved at 0730 and seized Dam- 
pierre-sur-Linotte at 0920 as all the Seventh Infantry 
battalions pressed the advance. Leading elements encoun- 
tered resistance north of the town in the form of flak 
wagon, rifle, artillery and machine gun fire. Self-pro- 
pelled gun fire was received from as close as 800 yards. 
Companies “K" and “L" were engaged throughout the 
day.®' 

Meanwhile the Second Battalion seized Authoison and 
swung northeast to seize Vy-les-Filains, after which it 
followed the First Battalion which had cleaned out Filain 
and drove to Hill 405 and Baa-du-Vaux. 

The First Battalion swung northeast to seize the hill 
south of Bois-de-Belle Cote near Les Belles Baraques and 
the Second Battalion occupied Hill 418.®® The battalions 
sat tight during the night of 11-12 September 1944. 

Early on the 1 2th the Third or Blue Battalion con- 
tinued its advance and occupied its objective. Hill 397, 
as the Red and White Battalions sent patrols to Les Belles 
Baraques and the road to Vesoul. The Blue Battalion 
drove straight on for Noroy-le-Bourg where a fight was 
had. When the advance of Company "L" was halted, 
Staff Sergeant John H. Stanton singlehandedly charged 
a strongly emplaced machine gun, moving in long rushes 
across 125 yards of flat, exposed terrain through enemy 
fire. He hit the ground about 25 yards from his objective 
and, with deadly rifle fire, destroyed the entire enemy 
gun crew. He then dashed to a barn 25 yards to his left 
front where a flak wagon was in position. He shot and 
killed one of the crew and put the rest to flight. Continu- 
ing his solitary attack he advanced down a street of 
Noroy-Ie-Bourg under sniper fire, to a barn held by a 
numerous enemy group. Hurling a hand grenade through 
a door he forced ten Germans to surrender and wounded 
several others. Again continuing his one-man assault he 
almost collided with a German as he rounded a street 
corner. Wrenching the rifle from the startled German's 
grasp he killed him as he attempted to flee. Then firing 
his M-1 rifle into a cellar where the enemy was lodged in 
considerable force, he compelled fifteen more Germans to 
yield. Having killed and captured at least 25 of the enemy 
and eliminated two gun positions Staff Sergeant Stan- 
ton waited until his company caught up with him. For 



35 GO No. 264, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 19 July ’45. 1 Lt. Jernigan was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

Sec GOs No. 316 « 345, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 10 « 25 Sept. '45. 
Capt. Board £1 Pfe R. D. Graham, A.T.Co., were each awarded 
the Silver Star Medal. 

3- Sec GO No. 11. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 11 Jan. '45. 2 Lt. G. M. 
Connor, Co, ’K”. Pvt. R. Deltieure. Co. "M”, were awarded 
the Second B First Oak Leaf Clusters respectively to the Silver 
Star Medal. 

38 See GO No. 120, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 6 Apr. '45. Pvt. J. Black- 
burn, Co. “C”. was awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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hi 5 extraordinary heroism he was awarded the Distiii' The Blue Battalion seized Hill 410 northeast of 
gnished Service Cross.®® CDrapany ‘ V* ac^^ Noroy-lc-Bourg and prepared to continue the attack, 

ojf the 150 prisoners captured by the Third BattaHon in The Seventh Infantry Battle Patrol conducted successful 
Nbrov-le-BoUrg.'^’^ nitssions One reconnaissance patrol to Villersde- Sec 

captured nine prisoners and killed several more era y. 

" . . • • Above Grande Vaivfe two enemy vehicles wiTe destroyed 

I by the patrol and all occupants killed but one. At 2100, 

'• September, another patrol passed through Company 

‘'K“ and conducted raiding parties to maintain enemy 
JL contact. Strong enemy automatic weapons and small 
K S By y arms hre preverujed the patrol from entering the town of 

Autrey-Ies-Cerre. A jeep was destroyed by a mine, killing 

The Second Battalion which was to Di mtoiy reserve 
‘ for a timjc revert^ to Regimental contfol and assembled 

south of Cerredes'Noro^ 1900, 1 5 Septe^^^ 

moved to its assigned line of departure, 

sooth of^ 4 at day ligh off in 

Red and Blue BattaUouV^ad 

pany "K'' with anti-iaak protecuon to Tlevans 

zs the Commanding General waited some t?oo^ 
as a protective measure. 

The Second Battalion passed throngh Arpenans at 
1250 and comifiued the advance for Goubenans, directly 
cast. At 1600 the north- south road was reached and Com • 
pany ' F'" encountered enemy infantry^ mortars and attil* 
iecy 6re sooth of Hill 332. Twenty enemy were killed 
and twenty mote taken prisoners as a result of the fight' 
Vng Ijuring the hours of darkness '’Easy*' Company pre- 
ceded by strong patrols, advanced to the vicinity of the 
«irpxclied-out village of Les Ayxians. Ac daylight a stremg 
fire fight ensued as the battalion sought to seize the 
bridges over UOignon River. 

Private First Class Michael T oif a macbmc 

gun s^cripn freus C^xU *'H'\ tan forward fifty yards 
through a hail^ O cafrying bis heavy 

machine gun tripodi ^ firing position, he 



Frencb women a^cosed of colUbotaiion with the Grrmans had their 
hair clipped Above photos aho* $ctn« that occurred in Orange and 
Besaacon. 



7th INFANTRY :SWINGS TO THE 
NORTHEAST FOR TURE 

As friiradly troops on the left serzed Vesoul the Sev- 
en^ Infantry swung northeast on 13 Sepf^ruber 1944 
toward Lure. 

At 0915 the First Battalian left Company on 
Hill 452 and attacked Hill 450 with Companies ‘‘A’’ 
and 'C . ‘‘Charh^ Company received some arriiler^ 
while advancing on the objective. Company A'’ moYed 
to the south flank of the hill 3 V 



waited unril his guu.ner mi with the machine 

gun b-Srr?ir thep ^nd engaged one of 

three enemy machine guns In a twenty minute fight, 
while ^eams of automatic fire wete directed at him and 
rifle grenades exploded fifteen yards from him, be knocked 
out the weapon and killed its three man crew. He then 
dragged his ninety-five pound weapon forward to a new^ 
and more exposed position and engaged the other iwo 
enemy machine guns. BuHets ome so dose to hitn that 
they perforated the field picker he cafried on his belt , 
Despite the enemy fif€ he Itamsed his nriaclune gun and 
fired upon one cnetny then the otjfcr and 

wounded four members of idlse two hostile crew5; ioretd 
a fifth to surrender and the others io with- 
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draw. Hifr actions Avert mainly responsible tor the: cap- . 
ruf« of the objeenve. For hi$ extraordinary fe 
Private First Class Srncrillo xv as awarded ihe Distin* 
guisbed Service Cross 

Company ’ V’ entered Arpenans at 1615 for the Blue 
Battalion and two hours laiei the entire battalion 
assembled in the town in Regimeatal resen^c. 

The Red Battalion continued iu adx*ancv the morn- 
ing of 15 S^tember 19-^4 and at 1150 the forv/.ird 
elements of 'Baker ' Company enie ted La Granges du 
Veau without oppositiocL The battalion kft Company 
■'B ' in La GrangeS'du Veau and launched an attack for 
high ground 2000 yards to the northeast. Rcsiscance xvas 
strong atrd the enemy bad to be routed from their fox- 
holes by bayonets and grenades. The high ground was 
taken and the troops remained there the rest of the night. 

On 15 September a ten-man motor patrol from the 
Battle Patrol observed two enemy vehklesi rounding a 
bend in a road less than sevimly-bve ahead. All 

except Private First Class Brucy .A Ayen, a jeep driver, 
took cover in a nearby ditch. Slipping quickiy behincf 




Three “Concn offireti tdIWd ib acti^Jis/oft I4,vry 

19-44 wrtfr (1) 2 Li. Joseph S An<aasig<?^. Cn Cb/ {Zl 2 hi. 
Frank SorehU. Cv. '*A”, and ( 3 ) 2 Lt. Anhuf 1. Blackwood. Co. 
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the .50 calibre machine gun mounted in the rear of his 
jeep, Private First Class Aa^p deb vered stidy accurate 
ami iritens*: fire that he desuoyed both enemy vehicles 
and killed all six occupants before they could fire a shot 
in return. So frightened was the crew of^an enemy fiak 
wagon two hundred yards away by the ferocity of Pri- 
vate Ayen's attack, that the Germans fled in disorder. 

The Third Battalion came out of reserve at Arpenans 
on 15 September 1944, as^mblcd in clw woods 
nortlicast and made preparaf ions to go into the attack 
by sending reconnaisfiancL patrols out toward Vy-les- 
LureS: . • ■ 

At about 1330 the flloe Battalion iaunebed fe 
with Companies - r' and "T”, and attached machine gun 
p.latoions f ram Company '*M" y^a$ on the left 

'King" Company follov^ed in rcstrVt. 

Advancing across open, rolling ground the assauinjag 
companies, as yliey neared y - k^T.u res. enroll nteitd 
determined enemy resistance supported by a large amount 
of machine gun. artillery and mortar fire Enemy aftiliery 
shells exploded between the uvo assault companies, 
caused seveta! casuaiiies, dmroyed comm unica non be- 
tween them, and prex^en ted Vo^ordiitated attack. 

Besides the artillery fife six machine guns Inflicted 
heavy casualties on Company "(' . which included the 
C^mpanvr Comm^ndi'L First Licuienant Arthur M, 
Dunn. UTtd of hk communications i^T-sonnet a* 
Well as sill hut five members of an assault platoon. Rm 
Lieutenant Hugo J. Mondelli assumed command Of ibe 
company.** 
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COMPANY ‘T * WINS PRESIDENTIAL UNIT 
CITATION FOR OUTSTANDING PERFORM- 
ANCE AT VY^LES-LURE 

When the heavy ctiemy arrillery barrages exploded 
between rhe Blue Bafuliofi's two assault compaiiics on 
15 September 1944 near Vy-les-Lurcs. Captain Ralph 
J. Yates quickly commanded "Love" Company to strike 
off due 1e.fl of the battalion's axis of advance. After pro- 
ceeding several hundred yards in the new direction masked 
from the enemy fire by a ground rise, the company 
turned right and continued parallel to its original 
coarse. By changing the route Captain Yates saved bU 
company casualties from enemy artillery and also out 
flanked the enemy's outpost line of resistance before Vy- 
ics Lures. 

While Company "I" fought off the powerful enemy 
counter- attack Company *‘L" continued its advance with 
both flanks exposed. As the riflemen crossed a pasitire 
toward 4 secondary road leading into the town, the 
enemy laid heavy arlillery and mortai: fire on them. The 
squad leaders quickly cut gaps in a barbed wire pasturt 
fence and the company swept forward through the fnetns\ 
fifCr andr reaching the secondary road plunged into a 
drainage ditch to its side, They then faced right and 
moved along the ditch toward the outskirts of Vy-les- 
Lures, 

To the immediate front approximately seventy rfive 
yards and on the right of the secondary road, was the 
first of several houses. On the opposite side of the road, 
at a .slightly shortec range, wxs a cemetery surrounded by 
a five-foot stone watl. Beyond the ccmetcTy and the first 
houses, the Secondary road effected a junction with the 
main north-south highway at an obliqUe angle. Just 
south of the junciipn of the two toads was situated a 
large house. 

"Love" Company became fentporafiJy halted by very 
heavy oxtiilery. mortar. madHUc gan. machine pistol, 
and tifle fire. Captain Yates seized the Brownifig aufe 
marie rifle o( a wounded man and sprayed ri^^emy in 
thv^ first house wirb intense fire from a standing position: 

Licutcoant Samuel J, Selvog led eiements of the First 
Platoon in a rush, along a hedgerow on the south side of 
the toad, yo ward the first house. A rifleman in the drain- 
age ditch raised himself to fire at rbc enemy and received 
a burst of bullets from a machine gun firing through a 
hole In the cemetery wall. The terrific power of this point 
blank fire almost tore the riflemans arrn from btLsboul- 
der. 

Captain Yates, followed by members of his command 
post group and several others, crossed the road and 
jumped into the ditch next to the cemetery wall. Com- 
pany "L‘.' then became engaged in a very heavy fire fight 
as creeping enemy mortar and artillery fire reached and 
enebmpagsed the embattled company. Exposed and fac- 
ing an enemy of unknown strength, Captam Yates and 
a numbef of other men crept under the wiizzks of the 
enemy guns in die cemetery and paused beneath the stone 
wall facing the toad. 

Sergeant George A. Gi ando. vrho was behind his com 
manding offivef. crawled for ward si^ycral yards almost to 
the corner of the wall, ami lobfed 4 fragment atio^ gren- 
ade over iri Grie.s of pain 4nd the abnipt cessation of 
automatic fire from thai soorce the set 

For CO 5 5 , 1 1945' 

-CO No, 13. HQ; Id Inf, Div/, J I. J^Ln^ Pfe Aven wi« 
the Silver Stir 

GO No. 1 1 . HQ. id Inf. 11 .bn. '45. i Li. Manj«ll{ 

awarded tbr Siiw Suf. MeU*! . , 



Public Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.0rg/access_use#pd-g00gle 



geant had hit the mark. But the respite was only tem- 
porary. Several moments later the enemy retaliated from 
the cemetery with “potato masher“ grenades. One gren- 
ade landed beside Sergeant George A. Grando. Sergeant 
Dean W. Barnette, the communications sergeant, picked 
it up and tossed it back. 



Raising himself to his full height of over six feet, Cap- 
tain Yates lifted his Browning automatic rifle over his 
head and fired into the cemetery, at the same time shout- 
ing to his men to charge the first house. In quick rushes a 
group crossed the road and entered the gate of the first 
house. 
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Private First Class Herbert H. Hirzel, Jr., the company 
radio operator received a burst of machine gun fire in the 
groin, hips and stomach, from dugouts on the far side 
of the road. 

Sergeant Dean W. Barnette crawled to the side of Pri- 
vate First Class Hirzel and unstrapped the radio which 
was riddled and useless. As he started to drag the opera- 
tor to the front door he, himself, received a burst of 
machine pistol bullets in the legs. Although wounded in 
six places. Sergeant Barnette continued to drag the 
stricken radio operator to the doorway when another 
burst of enemy fire sprayed his face, shoulder and arm. 
Still conscious, but completely dazed, the communica- 
tions sergeant left the doorway and crawled to a haystack 
in the yard. As another soldier pulled Private First Class 
Hirzel inside the house. Sergeant Barnette, bleeding from 
nine wounds, recovered from his initial shock, ran 
towards the house and dived through a window. 

Several minutes later Second Lieutenant Selvog, fol- 
lowed by about a dozen of his men dashed through a 
hail of fire and into the house. A search of the house 
uncovered three Germans who were attempting to hide. 
One was killed and the other two captured. Rallying 
about eight men. Second Lieutenant Selvog led them in 
an assault on a house about seventy-five yards to the 
right rear, located on the north-south highway and 
which was found to be empty. 

After laying down covering Browning automatic 
rifle fire for his men. Captain Yates crossed the road and 
safely entered the first house where he established his 
command post. 

The Germans north of the secondary road did not fire 
at every man who attempted to reach the cover of the 
Command Post. Some soldiers were permitted to enter 
the house without drawing fire. But most members of 
the company were subjected to terrific volleys. Six or 
seven were wounded near or in the doorway, on which 
the enemy had his guns sighted. 

The rear elements of the company, particularly the 
Weapons Platoon and the machine gun platoon from 
Company "M ' suffered severely from the enemy's mor- 
tar and artillery fire, and not any of them succeeded in 
reaching the cover of the house. A mortar gunner and a 
mortar ammunition bearer were each twice wounded by 
shell fragments before they managed to reach the Com- 
mand Post with nothing but their personal arms. One 
heavy machine gunner and his assistant brought their 
weapon intact to the Command Post, but the ammuni- 
tion bearers were unable to get through. Thus, except for 
a few Browning automatic rifles, no automatic weapons 
or mortars were available. 

Private Ned Finch, a rifleman, voluntarily led four 
men forward under intense automatic fire in an attempt 
to seize the house on the southwest corner of the road 
junction and thus strengthen the company's hold on the 
town. Encountering a high wire fence. Private Finch 
placed his men in concealment and began cutting through 
the wire despite the aimed fire of one enemy machine 
gun and two machine pistols at 150 to 200 yards range. 
Although bullets tore his pack, he completed his task 
and led his men forward to a house 200 yards ahead of 
the main elements of his company. His party then in- 
flicted seventeen casualties on the enemy, knocked out one 
machine gun, silenced a second and materially helped 
his company hold the town against the superior enemy 
force. 

At the same time. Staff Sergeant Manuel N. Esparza 
organized a group of half a dozen men in the Command 
Post and led them in a dash for the house Lieutenant 
Selvog had seized shortly before. With his party, he 



passed through this house and into another one joined 
to it by an archway. As the group assembled in a glass- 
enclosed porch at the rear of the house, they heard two 
Germans calling upon them to surrender. Upon investi- 
gation, Sergeant Esparza found the enemy in a hole dug 
beside the house and shot them both with his carbine. 

The enemy opened up on these two houses from all 
sides with volleys of small arms fire. Every window 
pane in the two houses was shattered. 

At about 1530 hours, enemy troops were discovered 
moving up toward the rear of the Command Post. Des- 
pite multiple wounds. Sergeant Barnette, who was armed 
with a .45 calibre pistol, and several riflemen left the 
Command Post and took up positions below an em- 
bankment to engage the Germans. 

The enemy replied with intense artillery and mortar 
fire. Sergeant Barnette was wounded for the tenth and 
eleventh times by a shell fragment which hit him in the 
head. 

Despite their overwhelming numerical and fire superi- 
ority, the enemy resorted to treachery. A squad of Ger- 
mans. one of them holding up a Red Cross banner as a 
shield, approached the houses held by Lieutenant Selvog 
and Sergeant Esparza, and shouted, “Surrender!" Ser- 
geant Andrew Letnianchyn, a German-speaking squad 
leader, called on the enemy force to capitulate. No sooner 
had he spoken than the Germans dropped to the ground 
and all opened fire with machine pistols. A few minutes 
later, under the cover of machine gun and shell fire, the 
enemy squad withdrew. 

Shells set fire to the house occupied by Lieutenant 
Selvog, forcing him to move his men into an adjoining 
building. Under the intense and furious concentration 
of artillery fire, two more houses were sfct ablaze. Lieu- 
tenant Selvog led the occupants through enemy fire to 
the large house at the road junction which was undam- 
aged. He attempted to contact the OP with his 536 
radio, but failed. Posting men at the windows and 
doors, he organized an all-around defense. 

Three men stationed in an upstairs room observed an 
88mm gun barely 100 yards down the highway to the 
right and began sniping at the crew with their rifles. The 
crew quickly retaliated and was joined by another 88mm 
crew on the other side of the highway and at a greater 
range, which opened fire on the two houses. Two rounds 
from the nearer 88mm gun hit the large house squarely, 
wounding three of the men. 

The Command Post bore the brunt of the enemy's 
mortar, artillery, and anti-tank fire. A man standing in 
the doorway of the house was knocked flat on his back 
by the concussion of an anti-tank shell that hit the side 
of the house. While the steel fragments of shells burst- 
ing near the Command Post pockmarked the building, 
direct hits pounded and rattled the house until it was a 
wreck. A 170mm shell tore through the roof and 
dropped into a hayloft less than ten feet from a rifleman. 
That round failed to explode, but six other shells com- 
pletely demolished a porch and an attached shed, and 
blasted and shook the house with deafening power. 

A wooden shack near the Command Post, in which 
Staff Sergeant Walter F. McCoy, Third Platoon Guide, 
and two other men were stationed, sustained a direct hit 
from a shell that blew it apart. Stunned by concussion. 
Sergeant McCoy led his men through enemy machine 
gun fire, which gashed his neck and shoulder, to the 
Command Post. Bleeding profusely, he nevertheless 
defended the Command Post with rifle fire against the 
savage enemy attacks. 

Between the continual shellings, groups of enemy 
soldiers persistently attempted to infiltrate across the 
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road and assault the Command Post. Sergeant Grando 
and Private Virgil Wilson, a rifleman, who were sta- 
tioned at an upstairs window, killed and wounded at 
least half a dozen of .the enemy. Despite all their efforts, 
German assault elements crawled into the drainage ditch 
on the lower side of the road and hurled hand grenades 
at the house. The defenders fought back with hand 
grenades. 

Men posted in the attic, at the back of the house, 
at the windows and near the doors, were continuously 
on the alert, keyed up for counter-attacks. There was 
not much ammunition available, and they had to fire 
sparingly and effectively. 

Thwarted in his attempts to infiltrate up to the Com- 
mand Post, the enemy attempted at about 1600 hours 
to set up machine guns across the secondary road scarcely 
seventy-five yards from the Command Post. Private First 
Class James H. Goldsmith, a rifleman in the First Pla- 
toon, made this a costly venture. 

Posted in the attic of the large house at the road junc- 
tion. Private First Class Goldsmith kept picking off with 
M- 1 rifle fire the Germans attempting to set up the 
machine guns. He destroyed two crews, killing or 
wounding seven of the enemy. His deadly shooting drew 
return fire from enemy machine guns and machine pistols 
in positions farther back from the road. Despite bursts 
of fire coming through the window at which he stood. 
Private First Class Goldsmith remained steadfast until 
several bullets wounded him fatally in the groin. 

At about 1930 hours, following an intensive artillery 
and mortar preparation, approximately one hundred 
enemy soldiers launched a counter-attack under savage 
covering fire from numerous automatic weapons. The 
assaulting troops, heavily armed with machine pistols, 
threw the greatest weight of their attack against the 
house occupied by Lieutenant Selvog’s small group. 

Some enemy elements gained the drainage ditch run- 
ning along the lower edge of the secondary road, while 
other Germans opened fire from behind a cement wall a 
short distance to the rear of the Command Post. The 
enemy also set up a machine gun in the gate of the ceme- 
tery and dTrected point-blank fire at the Command Post 
across the road. 

Hand grenades thrown down into the drainage ditch 
and at the cement wall prevented the Germans from 
pressing closer. Every man who could fire a weapon took 
part in repelling the attack. Captain Yates, after check- 
ing his positions on the lower floor of the Command 
Post, climbed up to the hayloft and joined in the 
struggle, firing a borrowed rifle. Here he received frequent 
reports from Private First Class James L. Ruggiero, an 
ammunition bearer, as he moved fearlessly in and out of 
the house, checking on positions. 

The all around defense was so unyielding that the 
enemy withdrew after a half hour fire fight, suffering 
approximately ten casualties. 

Upon reorganizing, the men in the Command Post 
divided rifle ammunition equally. There was an average 
of two and a half clips per man. When a call was made 
for grenades, no one responded as there were none left. 

The company was dispersed, some elements had lost 
contact with the Command Post, the wounded were in 
imperative need of medical treatment. His ammunition 
almost spent. Captain Yates called for a volunteer patrol 
to attempt to contact the Battalion headquarters. (On 
three separate occasions, the Battalion sent out combat 
patrols to establish contact with Company “L". Despite 
determined efforts to get through, these patrols were 
stopped and beaten back by a withering hail of enemy 



fire. It was assumed that Company ‘ L’* had been sur- 
rounded and wiped out.) 

Private Bennett A. Walker and two other men volun- 
teered to contact Battalion. As Private Walker stepped 
out of the rear doot of the house, he was greeted with 
a blast of small arms fire that made him recoil back into 
the doorway. Captain Yates instructed him to wait until 
dark. At dusk, he and his men left the Command Post, 
rushed through the fire of at least four automatic weap- 
ons and made their way across open terrain. In the van- 
ishing light, the patrol lost its way to the Battalion, but 
made contact with Regiment. 

But reinforcements did not arrive. Company “L’ on 
the right was suffering heavy casualties and was fighting 
for survival. Company “K” was committed in a wide 
flanking movement that carried it to high ground 
slightly west of Vy-lcs-Lurc early the following morn- 
ing. 

Sergeant Esparza observed a small group of Americans 
walking down the secondary road. He called out, direct- 
ing them to the Command Post. The soldiers heard him, 
but they waved him back urgently from the open Com- 
mand Post window where he was standing. He then 
noticed that they were bare headed, that there were 
walking enemy wounded with them, and that several 
Germans, armed with automatic weapons, were bringing 
up the rear. No one in the Command Post dared fire at 
the guards for fear of reprisals against the prisoners. 

This group was also observed by Sergeant Andrew 
Lctnianchyn from the other house. Although completely 
out of ammunition, he left the building to rescue the 
prisoners. As he rounded a corner of the house, a large 
group of Germans jumped on him and took him pris- 
oner. 

At about 2100 hours, the enemy once more laid down 
severe mortar and artillery concentrations on the two 
houses held by Company “L”, rocking both to their 
foundations. Two prisoners in the Command Post 
begged their captors to surrender, declaring that other- 
wise all would be killed. But the men of Company “L" 
had no thought of surrender or of abandoning their 
desperate positions. 

Several minutes later the enemy launched another 
counter-attack. It was almost completely dark. At short 
distances, the silhouettes of advancing Germans could 
be distinguished, but that was the limit of visibility. 
While part of the enemy forces attacked frontally, an- 
other element swept around to the left of the Command 
Post, across the road and into the open field to its rear. 

In the deep twilight, the size of the enemy force could 
not be determined. Judging by the volume of fire, it must 
have been at least as strong as the previous one. Volleys 
crackled into the two houses from every direction. Trac- 
ers streaked and crossed through the darkness. Rifle 
grenades and bazooka rockets bored into the houses 
occupied by the Command Post and Lieutenant Selvog's 
group. 

In these houses, the mixed elements of the company 
fought desperately, knowing that it would be almost 
impossible to hold out against an extended attack. Rifle- 
men and machine gunners, mortarmen and the wounded, 
fought back with M-ls. carbines and pistols, firing care- 
fully in order not to waste a single shot. The ammuni- 
tion supply of Lieutenant Selvog's force was no larger 
than that of the Command Post group. The men were 
instructed to conserve every round. 

The right wing of the enemy counter-attack overran 
scattered elements of the company lying in the ditches 
along the secondary road and in the open fields beyond. 
A number of men. several of them wounded, were taken 

156 



Digitized by U,oo5ie 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




ic Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.0rg/access_use#pd-g00gle 



prisoners, despite desperate attempts by their comrades 
to hold the Germans back. The impact of the enemy's 
envelopment was too great for these small groups of men 
who had already been subjected to artillery, 88mm, mor- 
tar, grenade and small arms fire for more than seven 
hours in open positions without adequate cover. 

Again the enemy reached the drainage ditch on the 
lower side of the secondary road, but he could advance 
no further. The defenders beat the Germans back with 
well aimed volleys. After about ten minutes of heavy 
pressure, the enemy began to withdraw. 




Approximately half an hour later, the enemy gath- 
ered his forces for a last, desperate attack and surged 
forward to overrun and destroy the remnants of Com- 
pany "L". As the fanatical German force advanced, 
round after round of friendly artillery fire pounded the 
area. Shells burst within ten feet of the Command Post, 
their concussion shaking the earth. The German assault 
force almost reached its goal only to be cut to pieces by 
this withering concentration of fire. Thirteen Germans, 
all of them clutching hand grenades, lay dead when the 
massed artillery fire ceased. Some of these Germans were 
within twenty feet of the Command Post. 

Approximately four hours later, at 0150 hours, a 
patrol from Company “K" and the Battle Patrol, Sev- 
enth Infantry, broke through the enemy cordon and 
reached the Command Post of the surrounded company. 
Although many of the men were completely out of am- 
munition and the rest averaged a rifle clip each. Company 
“L" had held on grimly to the toe-hold of Vy-lcs-Lure 
which had been won at such a heavy cost in blood. The 
weary, gallant men of the company remained on the alert 
all night, their bayonets fixed, waiting for another 
counter-attack which the defeated enemy was too weak 
to deliver. 

Throughout the night, members of the company and 
the attached machine gun platoon, who had been unable 
to reach the Command Post by daylight, drifted in singly 
or in small groups. Every effort was made during the 
night to keep the wounded alive. Every available first 
aid packet was used to staunch the bleeding of a dozen 
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men, and every drop of water was given them. Men 
ventured outside, fully cognizant of the danger, in order 
to procure abandoned blankets for the wounded. But ele- 
mentary first aid was not enough. Four men died during 
the long night. 

Shortly after dawn, a patrol sent out by Captain 
Yates reported that the enemy had withdrawn com- 
pletely from Vy-les-Lure. 

Company “L” had withstood determined and re- 
peated attacks for seven hours by a fanatical and well- 
armed enemy, which outnumbered the company three 
to one. Killing 18, capturing two and wounding an esti- 
mated 70 Germans, the men of Company *'L" repelled 
and routed the enemy, driving him from a position which 
he had been determined to hold at all costs. 

Company “L" went into the engagement with four 
officers and 121 enlisted men, and had attached 29 en- 
listed men from Company “M" under Technical Ser- 
geant Edward P. Walsh, Jr. Losses sustained were seven 
killed, 16 missing and 14 wounded in the action. 

For its outstanding performance at Vy-les-Lure Com- 
pany “L" received the Presidential Unit Citation. 

Enemy mines and road blocks disabled a tank and 
jeep that day injuring two persons. The Third Battalion 
reorganized at 0150 on 16 September and the remaining 
forces of the Third Battalion entered Vy-les-Lurc at 
0900. 

The Second Battalion meanwhile was engaged in a 
fight around Hill 383 as patrols reported enemy in 
strength in Gouhenans. Blocks were established. During 
the night Company “A" of the 30th Infantry was con- 
tacted. At 0635 Company “G" advanced and entered 
Gouhenans. 

At 0715 the Red Battalion continued its advance to 
the east from La Grange du Veau as the Commanding 
General ordered the Regiment to maneuver into position 
for an attack on Lure. The Seventh Infantry was assigned 
the section of the town south of the railroad tracks while 
the 15 th Infantry on the left was assigned the northern 
half. At 1350, 16 September the Red Battalion con- 
tinued the advance against extremely heavy artillery fire 
which increased when the battalion entered the southern 
part of Lure and cleared it. Companies “A” and “C" 
attacked the road junction to the east encountering 
resistance.*® 

The area around Vy-les-Lure was heavily mined and 
numerous enemy roadblocks, consisting of fallen trees, 
were booby-trapped. An anti-tank mine platoon removed 
mines and road obstacles. After the Third Battalion en- 
tered Vy-les-Lure in force 16 September it pushed on 
northeast to Vouhenans. 

Company “A" moved to the north edge of Lure at 
0240, 17 September and prepared to establish a road 
block after the 15th Infantry passed through. Com- 
panies “B” and “C” also blocked. The Red Battalion 
sent Company “C” after the road junction east from 
Lure at the junction of the 15 and 06 grid lines. The 
junction was occupied at 0600, 18 September, when the 
Seventh Infantry Battle Patrol passed through and found 
the town of Roye clear of enemy. 

The Second Battalion was relieved in the vicinity of 
Les Aynans at 0835, 18 September 1944, and moved 
to assembly areas in the vicinity of Vy-les-Lure. The 

« GOs No. 152. 199, 208, 215, 233 « 326, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 
27 Sept., 4. 8. 17 Oct. '44. 4 May 0 5 Sept. '45. Capt. 

Yates, Pvt. Finch ® S/Sgt. Esparaza, Co. “L": Sgts. G. P. 
Grabner 0 D. C. Jividen, Co. "I"; 0 Pfe L. S. Fajkowski, Co. 
"M”, were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

See GO No. 35, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 4 Feb. '45. Sgt. J. G. Bal- 
kovitz was awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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Bluft Battalicm rfmained in tlx* vkiniiy o^ Vouhenans 
dvuuig ^ day and sent patrols fa Moffans. At the cloar 
^ 1944 the Red Baitalion assembled m 

^hc vkjauy of Magny-V^ 

Or 19 Sijptettibyr j 944 the Regs mem was TeUeved af 
pOikmQS by dements of the First Ffcxich Armored Orvis- 
fob and moved by yehkk ihfobgh LnKeuil-les-Bain5^ to 
the yidn i i y of Kaddon • e t - Chapeheu where the Reg.j ' 
mental Ckmimand Post was set up. The Second Bat* 
utfon the 1 4 2 nd Infantry in rh^ 

vtdntty; of Ste Marie-en-Qiiaors while thy Ba?' 



the n 0 xt morning aaackrd to the northeast for Hill 373 , 
as the: White and Blue Battalions continued their attacks. 

The Red troops cncbvniered strong resistance in the 
vkinicy of Hill 753 and did not overcome it until cm the 
22 nd when the battalion began advancing on the fort to 
the uortheastV 

During the period 20-30 Septerobec 1944 weather 
vva<f indement each day, The heavy rains incteased the 
hardships ot the men 4 * 

The White Battalion seized LatJLongiflf without any 
trouble. 'George'' Company then moved north for Hill 
753 as ' Fox’' Company moved north along the high- 
way. 

The advance ol the Blue Baualion was halted in the 
vicinicy of Le Martenot due to heavy lUnall arms, 



talldn relieved ekmenU 6 t the same r^gimem in the 
VKihity of Sr: Bri'sson, paring t lie night Cbmpany " 
and. 4 piiitoon of Anii>Tank Company moved to the 
vivinity ^f Faucogney, The First Battalion assembled in 
thcHurirrity of Amage, 
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SEVEN TH INF AHTRY ATTACKS TO THE 
NO^^HEA^ SEPTEMBER 1 944 

A t 0 6 3 6, 2 0 Sept cm her 1 9 44 t he $e venih: 1 n i a n try 
auacked northeast With the Second and Third Bat va I* 
ions. orv the line Com pan 

along the highway northeast f^om taucogney . Bc4h 
t ^1 1 o n s ad v irn ced - agai n s t a r t cred c r, t; my all urn i s a n J 

hioriov/ ^tk on the Gnvl d4y hut che day Ol thie 

attacK rt\^ista0civ bvitame ‘Stronger with he^vy conctof ra i 



madiitif gun and contact with the 

•imemy yvaii msiintained attemptji ro infU 

irate and penetrate his Jinie^ All three baUalions 

pressed thei r advances 22-21 Siepiember 1 9 44 and de- 
feaicd stubborn enemy 

The Whiry Batrahoh advanced slowly through Cor> 
faviilefs Ic Piaiff epcGuntering e sro^iil arms hre and 

some arcdkty ' ■ 

The Blue Battalion coosolidatsrd itr |K^ on 23 
SeptembiT 1944 and the Third Bat ra I ion, 1 5 ih Infantry, 
beca mean ached lo the Regiment, lare iit tfie day, to pro- 
lect the right fiank 



Capi, Tvl«r Cimpbdf. 
Co. ’*A ', 1 Lt, 

Leonard Hu»chfi. Cor. 
”1’'. wfte killed in 
on Srpi^m ■ 
bn' 1944. 



SE VENTH XKFANTR V FIGHTS ITS WAY 
ACROSS L A MOSELLE RIVER 
24 SEPTEMBER 1944 

By it$ tronLiinuous drive the gallant Seventh Infantry 
rtvacbed an other river in France, the night of 23-24 Sep^ 
tember 1944 ; This time it was La Moselle and the 
enemy hoped to destroy all bridges over it and use it as 



dons ol artillery received. 

The Second Battalion took Hill 5’9 with "Easy" 
Cfommnv sriyiog Ffrrtvnv|?y .?,nd V Company taking 
Li Ruehet.lCf* T he Blur B.a> tahv^ advanied across 
■ •court iry.,;- ^ ■ 

• The nigh oL 20 ^pternber 1 944 the Red Battalion 
nspwd tip an assemblv about ElTrency and at Q 630 



'7 S<e GO 2k2. HQ. 3d Inf: Div,. 18 July ’45. PCcr Ham\G: 
Frank was ptujtbuyinaitUy (be Si|v<i 5i#.r JvfecUl. •• 

^ 47; 35 ?, 20«; b iI 9. HQ^ Div., .m Cfer- 

44 tit ta t? 23 17 Jirdt R,:U karsJi. 

2 Bn Hq Co . S/Sgtv. K W.. Oark t5 M.’ A. Pyati, Cu- ’’A”, 
Gl Vvt, Mv W. MD: V«t t.Kh aW'ird<d ike Silver Star 

Medal ■ ^ 

















worV Technical Sefgcanr Jones again exposed himself (o 
mardereius enemy 6rc to dircd: his raeir io a prearranged 
Assembly point from whence a sarcessfu! attack on an 
enemy Strang point was launched While performing 



holding line but the Seventh Infantry, driving without 
let-up. seized two bridges before the enemy could blow 
them and fought its way across. 

AtOIlO< 24 September 1944, Company 'B’*. under 
the command of Fust Lieutenant William K, Dieleman. 
secured a bridge at Rupt-sur- Moselle and defeated pumetr 
ous enemy aicempts to destroy it. The bridge 
prepaired for demDihion with nineteen ca.ws of "|’NT but 
the; ^:Cc<mpafl^ boys had struck so 

the Cjermans, who$e assignment it was id ^ the 
bridge, were never able to accomplish their 
strong «nemy force attempted to retake tM 
was repulsed by the “Baker” Co^pafly ‘ Cption Balepr/ 

At 044*> the catirc First Battalion crossed the Moselle 
by the bridge secured by Company “B” and engaged 
enemy in a heavy bre bghr in Rupt sur Moselle PriYacc 
Jakob L, Bebec of Company "D” displayed gallanfry .’*'' 

A bou t One mile, north of Rupi-sur' Moselle, at .Ma x - 
unebamp, was a ^malL ‘op^ 
enough for a io pass over. It was 

length and exposed a lon^ its entire, length to intense 



m length and exposed a [on^ Its entire, length to mtvnsc 
cnemv machine gtm and fire. . 

A5mpauy ' the comniand of First Lientco- 

any George W. . Lauderdale, drove on for the bridge 
While one officer misbclraved before the enemy 
M.^xo^champ, another and an mlisled man 
gallantly, effected the seizure of the bridge aod Jed Com 



Atrct ihi figbUng. had pAWfcl in Rupt-«or-Mn«Uc some membm of 
the Reyiniriit received «ovp trnoi French notiA 

iJra.i act, he \vas ViHed by enemy miichinv gun 
The intrepid actions of Technial Sctg>ta.n 
friisr I iewf enan t L a uderda h bird - th«r i».Atabl »Ahr 

hterM e/f a firm, bridgebeaef ovyr La Moselle >,rid fp*^ 



T>'o. 

pan V “K.‘ ’ over l>a MOselUv three wn h the remaindet pf the BlueBattaHon cross and continue 

casualties from theenotny fire ^fQS& the riyfty First: ^ ‘ ; 

icnatjr Lauderdale od.led for volunteets to lotTow . The Red BatraHbn deared Rupt'^Ur^^^ of enemy 

over th<^ bridge Four men tc^mJed and and mhtuTUed for Hill 86 7> which was 

commandini^ dashed over the bridge On the reported captnyed .by ' ‘Ablc'^ Cbrnpany at .1 70C>, 24 

othyr ride prsl Ltcv tenant to JicptemWr & tepon was false. “Raker' \ Gampany 

an ptte officer TO kad his plawon ac^ss;^hut Oy? pbu>on moyed southeast airing the river toward L4 Roch^ and 

■■ -•e<^atbhs!>cdbIricU.: 

Trirhhknt Sergeant Teonard A, 
the bridge amid the enemy machine 
fire at ranges of 30 fo 1 ^0 f ardy. to persuade 
the company to the hazardous ctossiog. His feaf' 
less action madi^the men tlreir Tear and ro follow 

him over the bridge tcv estab^ on the far 

side of La Moseilri Hayin accompHshed that ^mp^rtaqv 
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In the final siages of the attack on Hill 867» the men 
were obliged to proceed single liU over the aest. which 
wAiswept by 6erce enemy fire. When a platoon of Com 
p^y ^‘F‘' wa 5 halted by fine, from fWc> machine guns. 
mlf 50 yards distant, Lieutenant: Cjalon cl Thobro ran 
fomard ihrough sniper fire to the platcMcsn and standing 
behind a four foot embankment, direclird artillery and 
mortar fire on the enerny for laTty -five minutes with 
devastating effect. Having payed the way with the bar- 



Mcan while the White Battalion romhatted stubboftJ 
enemy resistance in its drive for La MosdVe co- 
ordinated Irtfaniry-tank attack drove thv ern^my 
bis positions and the battalion advanced to the nVer Ai 
Ol25t 75 Septemhfr the White, or Second , Batubpn 
assembled north of the river. 



7rh INFANTRY ADVANCES NORTH AND 
SOUTH ALONG LA MOSELLB~-^COMPANY 
WINS PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION 
AS SECOND BATTALION REPULSES STRONG 
COUNTER ATTACKS 25-30 SEPTEMBER 1944 

At 06*3 Of 25 Septemhet I944f borh the Tliini and 
Second Banalion.*? taonched aitadcii; ' Blue forced 
articked to the north along La Mo^lk 
enemy small arms and machine gun At 11^5 
and VecDux were taken At H40 Toriryard elements o 
Company *‘K'' defeated small groups of cnemv and 



had adVinced to D^mmaftin-les^Rernlremont. At 1445 
CtrmpanV *'J‘' seized Hill 722. One patrol contacted 
elemcnfspf the 36th Infantry Divkidn nvar Remiremonti 

The, White Batrahon.. under the cpmfnarid of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Clayton C, Thobrov attaiked soutlnast 
parallel to La Moselle river. For tlic next few days the 
battalion , in conttnuoas rain and fog, winch preveet^^^ 
support from the air arm and atracbed armofi: with green 
and untried nwti, engaged in Very hard fighting ^nd 
beat back strong enemy »i5untcr3ttackjy. to captui^ 
objective^. Compatiiy 'T'* fought brill ia rtf ly while thr 
great kadcr of the battalion displayed, extraotdinary 
heroism in IcAding his troops 4utmg the action of those 
days. ’ ' • 

Almost immediately afref tiie taifip-off the AVhiie 
Batlalion was stopped by machine ^un. 

mottar and vsmaij arms fire from enemy, dug-in pn.sirjons 
op Hills 867, 868 north of the" highway; Befc^re 

the ady-ance could be contthu^d the HiJk 

had to be removed 

The Second B attacked in a cnlumn of 
panics over the my cleared ground tow^aref the 
wooded slcypes t>f HiU 8 67 thtoagl) v y curKentTiitihhs 

of lAOmm fire. BDtenngTlje^^^^^ tlic frr»opsr were 
obliged JO ie^b forward through thfck undethush into 
A den^ pine forest wbefe many enemy demits lay con- 
cealed and waiting Thr groimd wa.s too ^ft for tank 
5ffp port and the rain and made artife and aeriaj 
observation iveV 

Lieute.nant Cis^loncL Thobro immediately joined the 
forwsard elements in order to press the attack Ahhcmgb 
eyerydne else was lying flat on the ground, taking w^har- 
cver cover was available, the Second Barra lion leader 
W’^alkcd feartesly^ man directing fire and 

helping the new repla^mcnfs to pwreome their fear. 
Machine gun buricts, fitted from approximately one 
hundred yards, barely mMedv deton- 

ating fUzes exploded Oft cpnffe tive branches and 
cau.scd heavy cas»;iattje?,^^ darkpess finally came the 

assault companies w’ere able to dig in on the lower slopes 
of Hill 867. 

On the mbfrtmg of 2S Septetftber 1944 the slow., up-- 
ward advance was rf$btpcd through 
Lieutenant ColppcT Thobro remained isyhh his fo^ 
companiesi deHhefately dtoosing tlie most exposed posi- 
tions and Inspinng the men with hjs sr.orn of danger 
The W'oods w*ere booming den the enemy 
to fire. hi\s madjtne gun.s. au.tcun.atic pktoh and rifles from 
concealment at disfaticcs erf TO to 50 yards. Due to the 
extremely dose range, the Germans were unable to con- 
tinue jtheUuig tbf assault cOmpanres with artillery. 



Tbc y«t«an 0»ptjurt hdgar H Poiniftf. comminded Company ^'G'" 
dubng the A,isi»o Beifchhead Egbriog and through the Sontherfi 
France rampaiart. 



rages, he direefed ihc assault elemyirirf in a final attack 
on the hill, which knor.ked out two machine guns, killed 
ihhty of the enemy and gained undisputed pos-sessiem 
Cff the cfttkc rre^t , 

Witir Hill 867 fijonlr in the.|H?sse5sidri of hia batraL 
ion. Lieutenant Colonel Thobro order^f ^<^srge'' Com- 
pa n y ; still u nder the com mapd of. Optatn Ed H . 
Poinsett. tv> dc-setod jt:s eaststn sippet 
road and assault the neighboring^^H S68 0^ pos«€ssion 




by mid- afternoon, A heavy amount of enemy artillery 
baraased the battalion throughout the remainder of 
the day and Company “F** once again repelled a counter- 
attack Company **G'' moved ihraugh Ferdrupt ro a 
position about 500 yards to the east in spite of enemy 
ambushing tactics in the woods. 



As ' George*' Company went down into rhe valli'y 
between the two hills. Lieuienanc Cblonef Tbobro took 
Vix men with him to a position approximately 75 yard^ 
beyond the crest of the Hill 867, where he could observe 
the progress ol the a.ssaoIr on Hill 868. 

About one hour later as the baria.lton commaniivr 
observed the progress of Company 'C’. much shouting 
and yelling from the left flank of the battalion’s position 
could be heard. It was rhe boginnirTg of an attack by 
about ;two hundred 6ft T Q^rmnm t« regain Hill 867 
and cue off Company Madbne gun fire tr^tyrrsed 
i he area arorind; Wbevi' I ieiit e na n f Colonel T hobfp stoc?d 
and mpriar hh^lis begvni exploding in tijy area. An 
ofijcyr s'Ugg€Sti-d to #€ battalion be 

Withdraw or uk^ cover ; bur p^wcupw with tbe^^ 
fvss. of Company ' on Hili 858/ hc refitsed. 

Soon wound^ and withdrawing soldjers singly, or 
dragging other wounded, began streaming by the com - 
pB>sitkjn> trying to regain safety behind the 



bushing tactics in the w^oods. 

While the Second BaruUon was attacking for Ferd- 
rupt, 25'28 September 1944, the First Battalion cleared 
Rupt-sut-Moselle. advanced toward La Moselotte Rivet, 
and protected the left flank of the Second Battalion One 
platoon of Company “A" advanced toward Thiefosse 
on the 26rh and sought to fire artillery on the main high- 
way horn Vagney to Saulxutes-sur-Moselotie but poor 
y'lsibilitkptwnted accomplishment of the mission. On 
27- 2S i^ptembiirCom^^ ”A'’ and “B*^ supported 
the advance of il« Second BaUalion. 
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cresrof the hill. CoJoncI Tbobro teceived rlie 

report that the left flank of the battalion 

were being overwhelmed by ?foe Geifnitn counter* attack 
in grraf 5<tv'agth and that a(l hnra 6^ mortar scjitad 
had been kltled, wounded cn and the morcar 

was then in rhe progreskof W 

R^afemg that the whole flank 
lexiimr Cplone) Thobro dir^md lhat A com- 

pany ser\d mo platoons ro the crest of Hill 867 to fight 
the enemy. The battalion commander then stafted 
toward thi northern crest of Hill 867 and encountetyd 
men running from the scene of battle in disxtfder.- H^ 
pulkd bis ,45 automatic pistol and ihreaterved lo shoot 
any who retreated further, saying: '‘Now. God damn 
it. this is as far as you go.” 

By brandishing bis pistol Lieu tenam Colonel Tbobro 
was able iQ get several men back in the fight. He placed 
them in position behind the ridge and oedeted them lo 
stay there and beat ofl the attack At that time ail hrll 
let loose as the nearest enemy groups ww from' 30 to 35 
yards away throwing everything they had at the White 
Battalion troops. Lieutenant Colonel Thobro rem at ned 
standing thrc»ugh it all as his troops look advantage of 
whatever covet cbete was available and returned fire. 
A steady stream cd automatic fire gtaZ-ed the slope of the 
hill and a man close to the Litufenanc Colonel was killed 
by the fire, as 4noth«2r nearby was killed by a mortar 
shell. As the irnemy advanced rekntkssly Lieuienaqi 
Colonel Tbobro moved fiom man to man, walking up 
and down the fnpng tine witbont the slightest cover. He 
ordered rhe beayy mottafs of Company "H*’ set up 
right on the crest Of.Hilt 867 and fired at a maximum 
elevation. As a latpvA^^mh^r o^ advancing Germans tvere 
within 100 y^fds of 8 t ram mortar 

rvmnds explodrtd b^h'hd and' around ihem cau.sing much 
confusion. 

At a cruciid timt t of riflemen from the 

reserve company t^iftfornrd the force on Hill 867 and in 
a savage fight the Gettpan attack was beaten off. As 
tftemy withdrew Lieutenant Tbobro ordered a 

founter-accack which W45 ^ucctssful And resulted in the 
capture oI several ot rhe enemy including an officer 



On the 27th while supporting the advance of the 
Second Baualion Company "A' received the full shock 
of ari enemy counter- at rack and two of its members dis- 
played unusual heroism. When the company fell back 
under the impact of ihe formidable and unexpected Ger- 
man onslaught Pfivacc First Cla^ James M. Haught set 
up hk rilachine gun and ^cmglebandedly engaged the foe 
in his svclof to prevent a German breakthrough. Whik* 
disofgani7arion spread among the withdrawing eleiriems. 
Private First Class Haughi withstood a continuous chain 
of auipmatic fire at a range of thirty yards, killed seven 
Germans and. although aisaoUed from both front and 
flank$, remained at his post until he was killed 

When bis isolated mortar section was attacked by a 
German company, Staff Sergeant Virgil D Fisher en 
.gaged the numerically superior enemy with M l rifle fire 
to cover the withdrawal of his men. Though two men 
were killed by his side and bullets chipped the rocks 
beside him; he fought on practicaily singiehandedly 
repelling every enemy assault, killing nine and wound- 
ing twelve of the Cnerny. 

The e^traordmary heroism of Private First Class 
Haught and StaH Sergeant FisTier held the Germans at 
hay until Company "A” was able lO rC'organi 2 e and, 
with re*infor:emem$, shatter the enemy counter- at tack- 
ing force: 

Company ”€7’’ advanced thtoagh tl>e Foret dc Longe- 
gouae fdi La Most lot le River and Company --B” moved 
abreast of 'C” on the 29th. 

During tlie period the Third BaaaUoci conrinued to 
clear its sector. Company ^‘L’' remained in Vecoux as 
Companies: ”1” and ”K’* dtared Franould and the woods 
between La Moselle and La Moselotte rivers, southeast of 
where they join. Enemy small arma:= inouar, artillery 
and flak wagon fire were encountered. a 

patrol of Company direcfed andlery V 
across La Moselotte. Aggressive patrols were 




For outstanding fighting ^rfora during rhoae 
last days of September 1944 Company ' F” was dtc^ by 
the President of the United States and all its surviving 
membm were later authorised to wear the Distinguished 
Unit Badge. The extraordinary heK)ism displayed by: 
Private First Glass Haugbt< Lieutenant Colonel Tln^bro 
and Staff Sergeant Fisher nurired an award to earlr o/ 
the DistinguiSied Service Cross (posthumous award 
Pf<, Haught ) Several others had performed gallantly 

T he rerinforced Regiment continued in hold and clear 
its sector of enemy resistance on J -2 October 1944 Ait 
xittimuttitibn jeep belonging to the St\:ond Baita lion was 
atnBushed by the enemy and destroyed, with two men 
bciog killed. 

While the Third Baualiori (nerinforced) remained iji 
position conducting active patrols and screening missioiiv 
So the lion t. the Second and First BattaHons withdrew 
from their positions during the nights of 2-3 and 1-4 
October 1944 , assembled in the vidniiy of Rupt-sur- 
Moselle and moved by vt^hicle to rbe vicinity of Sr. 
Arne, France* Both battalions tbe?J coodacted reconnais' 
sance and formulated plans for an attack toward Vagney 
from Che northwest, in cd^njuricticfl attack by 

the Third Battalion from ' the 

Armored Division came up m the of the Regimimt, 
while the ISrh Infantry took up positions on the left. 

On one wcasion Private Fixst Clasps: Harold L . Black- 
man. a Brawpin^ automatic riileman Of Company 
abandoned a positipu of eover and surprised! ^ group of 
twelve enemy soldiers who weri aimed 
guns and rnachtne pistols and planned to' establish a road 
block. In a brief fire fight he killed and captured foui 
of the enemy. Suff Sergeant Hugh A. Litevjcn of Can- 
non Company and Private First Class Albert J. Mar- 
churtsky of Company '"D"’ eliminated enemy weapbrri 
and captured German soldiers 



sdFptojseikd gun began firing dow 



.minery took R under Company "V' following “K'', 
was delayed from by intense enemy 

fiak wagon fire. Company did not completely 

cfos^ the river until 1^40 that day as the enemy fire was 
cdnriniidus and very heavy. 1C ^ Company repulsed 

an enemy cciuntyr- attack by tanks in the mean- 
to lime and fought a Itotisc to hou^ ha f fie with i he enc mv 
lliy.Fitrsr and jSecotid Battalions moved rapidly dur- 
ing the mitial stages of 4htk arfack and captured Cns 
tOanViUer and Hill S22 but were slowed by inten&u 
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7tb INFANTRY CAPTURES VAGNEY AND 
SAPOIS— 4- 1 1 OCTOBER 1944 

In the afternoon, of 4 October 1944 , the Second Bat- 
talion moved to a position northeast of Le Syndicac arut 
east from Bemont and at 1705 opened the attack for 
Vagoey by moving northeast 828 , which vVas 

seisied fifty minutes later agaiiifit jjnftall arms and tnachihe 
gun fire. Eleven enemy vi^etV taken prisoners. At 1905 
Companies ’TA' and "FV received heavy artillery fire 
and then were harassed througbofir^ night by the 
enemy artillery, 

At 0415 , 5 October the enemy attacked Gompanies 
■*E'' and ‘*p" and an AlFmorniixig battle ensued as the 
Germans tried to retake the hill, but to no avail. 

The Red lion moved from -St, Anie through the 

wroods CO rile fight fiXn^k the White Battalion durixig _ 

the morning of the 5 th and at 1 330 iaunched an attack \^agA 4 *y Viiere the First Ban aliop 
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through the woods due easr. and iti turn repulsed a 
counter- a c tack.. 

At 2017 the Second Batulion kft Gom^^ on 

Hill 828 and moved south behind the First B 
Company ‘'E‘* also left the hjn at D 2 D 5 , fi October and 
rejotned its bactafion. The Second o f 

the Hm until 1 Q 20 , 6 Octoberkw^fe pulled Up on 
the tight fiaufc and the two battalions atcack^^^^ 
towards GremanvUler, 

The Third Battalion had remained & 
ducting vigorous pstiola iinill Ci 400 f;. fi peto 
it too attacked tov/ard Vagney, but from the west. Corn-: 
pany '‘K ' crovssed La Moselotte against little oppositiOri 
two haurs later. Three bouses were seized on the 
of Vagney and resistance became stronger as an en^y 
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When bis unit of Company ‘*B*‘ was temporarily Tank Destroyer Battalion was quickly brought to the 
halted near Vagney, Private First Class Walter E. Hatley side of the buildings which housed the War Room and 
volunuriiy advanced eighty yards through biistering an observation post was established on the second Hoot 
machine gpn crossTue to kill a two-man crew with band of the building; Members of the command post gave 
grenades. He then shot two support riflemen and crawled fire orders to the tank destroyer, which fired seventeen 
fiitecn yards toward a second enemy machine gun, then rounds. Not a shot was wasicdv The house, beside which 
jumped to his feet and silenced the enenty weapon with the dak wagon was seen to have taken cover, was demol' 
“Tommy Gun“ fire. By hia fearless ;v^s^au he dtrsttoyed ished^aT^d when the smoke cleared, not a German coulcf 
two enemy machine guns. wounded one be seen and it could definitely be said that tlK Nazi lost 

of the cuemy, and disorganized^^ in his another flak wagon and several more of their men, 

unit's s«cor. For bis extraordinary hieroism Private Fi 

Class Halley was awarded the Scrvicg:-':’:>:;:.f />i. , 



Cross, 

Following the eaptute of Vagney Company 
sped east for Bill 822 as Company ‘i * moved co the 
south edge of Vagney and Company still Remained 
on the west side of La MovSellotte opposite ZainvtJl^^ 
The Regimental Battle, PacroT mo^ along. 

La Maselloite- on. the east iitje of tlK for Zainvillers 
and closed in on the tmvn as a p/atocm of Company^^^ T 
came * a f roth the Second 

V iigney had be^n a bard town TO taki* and as it jutned 
.out was still a hot While tltr fighting WM sii 
progress and edemy shell fire droppi^d ^ % 

Regimen rai Command Post the noithern 
seeuem of ;tbe towri^ Golonef .f who . Was 

knO'Wrt fo top bis Tommartd forward than 



Aid m«n temovc the 
hody of 7 taakintjEL.of 

tbr 7?6ih Batulion 

fjrom a 1anock*d-ooi 
taaV Vigney, 



Iti tljv late afternoon and houjrt of darkness on 7 
October the enemy threw powerful attacks at Vagney 
and all the battalions of Regiments Weather cO 
tmm Tonypi cM to help Ihe enemy fog and the 

bh<:kne?» 5 ^ ot thetiight. 

rile righf flank of Compan v ^^ Was 
enemy Iprcc broke through- bet wieen^^^C^ and 

OfVtef ScT'ond Ratialion elements. TW.o enymy tartkA pene* 
riated (he Third Bailalion's p^sttioni and ippebacbed 
the Vicinity of the yrirind BatTahon Command Post 
Efforts to desfroy fhem proved ‘m-'RUvcc.ssiful 






Vagnfv. Ft4n<c; »5 s^n from (he air in Ofioher 194< 



An enemy tank supported by riflemen succeeded in 
entering V'^agney at 2012 and 

alarm As the enc'my tank boldly entered the town by 
rlie road from many the First Battalion forces 

paid no heed as they thOughi 

df awing. However wheft tanH began shooting up the 

Fifsf Baftalion Command Pc^t With direct ftre there w as 
no mistake as to its true idennry. A direct ldt w»a« seomi 
on the Red Battalion FTeadquww dmroy^ the 
switchboard and causing casualties^ - 



'CorUittv E»|«es'' cross ov/t a dmToyed bW4fic in 

atTvyoi-ber regimental cprnmandrr m ih>^ Third 
dejibmtcly sacrificed the st^Ufity of 'hb AVar Ko 
tfipain in consfanJE: contact ;and rprtfrpL 
unU^.; Tlie coroman d posts of the. First and Thitd Bat' 
ta lions were .also located m y 

A f. about 1 600 hoars, thiity em'in f rifltTnen and a 
flak w agoii weie sported . fi/xng fhe com mand post 
and the towH of VagpeVi, A tank de<:(Toyer of the , 60 1 st. 
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A supporting tank pUloon of the 756th Tank 
taliQO was in yagney at the time. Second L'leutcnaot 
James L. Harris, in command of the friendly tanks, 
went forward to investigate the shooting- Machine guns 
mounted on the enemy tank began spouting lead add 
the first burst caught Second Lieutenant Harris squarely, 
knocked him to the ground and killed another man I'he 
Lieutenant then displayed extraordinary b^joisih and 
devotion to duty by crawling back thijty yards thrdngb 
the bail of enemy fire and ordered bis fttst 
into a^fifing position into a covered a rcipy ay but 
the friendly tank could go into action 
the enemy tank set it aflame A» all the First Batfabon 
elemesw were alerted and assisted in repelling thy attack, 
fierce fighting ensued. At 22^0 the attack on Vagney was 
repulsed. 

Medical- personnel attached to the Batialipn 

rushed to the aid of the wounded tankers of the 756th 
Tank Battalion but Second Lieutenant Harm refused 
attention until the sole survivor of his tank crew had 
received aid. ' After I had cvacuaied the enlisted men I 
returned to help Lieutenant Hams,’' said medic. Private 
Buntin 8- Roberts. “He asked me if I had taken care of 
his men and I fold him T had He seemed relieved. He. 
told me he was done for and I ?aw that hi.s tight kg bad 
been cut off at the crotch. appi«ntty by 
of armor plate from his tank.; He 
don't see how he Jived as long aie he did.^' 

Colonel Ben Harrell lafet paid 
tanker who had sikrificed hisllfe 
country and the military .Wfvice. 

■'The Germans had struck at the heart of a vital com- 
mand area/' commented Colonel Harrell. “As a result 
of Lieutenant Harrig-s heroism and singtc'ininded devo- 
tion. the force of their blow was warded off ; the banaJ- 
ion command past was .saved from possible destruction 
and an interruption of offenaive operations in that .sector 
of ihe Vos^^ wa.v averted/' Second Lieu Harcik 
was posthumotisiy awarded the Congressional Nk'dai of 
Honor 

Fierce c lose^ in hand to band battles ensued Wirh enerny 
in various sections of the Regiment's satqn Ctimpanv 
“K" sent two put toons to the a.ssisUnce of “Item*' Cdm- 
pany After biuejr fighting the enemy was beaten off 
Company ''L!* destroyed a truck load of enemy bm was 
unable to secure th« 2ainvilkrs bridge which was blown 
bytheenemy^ ; / 

At daylight B October, Companies “A" and ''C" 
began attacking, to thi? northe^. The advance was 
delayed by heavy Vn cm atm* ^t(d m<3rcar fire. 

The Seventh Ififjnttv Battk Partol and the pHtoon 
from Company ’’H ' yuccced«d in overc^^^^ enemv 



rirst Qass Orville L. Miller Private First Class Rossell 
J. Shyster and Private George; C Shinnamon, Mf of 
Company “C’, on separate occasions killed enemy and 
eliminated maclune gun nests holding up the advance 
Private First Class Melvin C. Strickland of Cotnpafiy 
al?#o Himitialed a German m*:bine .gun nest and a 
bazooka crew. 

Private First Class John F Leassnerr Privak Paul L> 
Castanon and Private John A. Htrurtch of C<3mpany 
‘ D ’ repelled three enemv attaeks-of platddn sfrengih 
against theic heavy madiinfi gUn position- 






Mortarmcn. J Snecke+ito w'bv> 

was kilkd sn -s suhsequen action and 
Harold 1. Pafkyr iCompany First Lkutenani 
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Fifth Gta# -Layef dy P Fotsejh of the ^ 
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Sergeant Shirley E. Stage,, machine gun squad leader^ 
and Private First Clasa W 3 Browning 

abtomatic rifleman, both of and Slaf 

Sergeant Michael C. Fanfel}^ gun section 

leader of Compan y 'T* . were aiso odtst^^ 

In ti« first fighting for Lieuienaoi 

Franz Sigel and Private First Clas^? Harold L. Blackrtian. 
both of: “A' \ dis^played bravery and good, 

kzdenhti^ 

Pttfiag the period 9-14 October jbe Regiment con- 
dutted only limited operaiiony, Whabilita^ troops and 
engaged in some light rraining. 

The Third Battalion .cleared its sector of small arms 
and machine gun resistance and established a series ol 
blocks. Puring the nighf of 9 - 10 October Company ‘ K'* 
afleaed fhe relief of the First Battalion which assembled 
Gpmpame^ '"A" and 'B ' in Vagney and Company ' 'C’' 
north of the town. 

French fonres assumed defense of Blocks 4, ^ and 6 
and Company * ^ Third Battalion reserve in 

Vagrtey on Second Battalion moved by 

foot front Vagney and dosed into St. Ante at 1700. 



road block formerly matvned by theyngineersv Company 

■C- rdteved ^"Baker ' Gompany^^o^ the 13 thru 

Thy: French finallv gathered enough infancry io 
a.ssuine^ the sartor and p4?sed through 

rlie R.^gui^ht: to iohr muc pfes^irc Ag^xmt thr 
The %^tthh fnfantyy Waa rcheved of all riif^oniibifity 
arid in turn rdieVed all attachments, 1 4 October. 

; During the night and morhmg of 14-15 October, 
thf Regiment moved by vehicle from the vicinity of 
Vagney: St. A me and Rcmifemont- to the vicinity of 
H{d>*csi France* 



Thw of 7 VCoiton iMr Jit on 7 October 1944 

were* (1.) Pfe Paul fittstotr/ Co.. PVe. Robert D. 

Patton. Jr. Co. ‘'C". and rl I t Li. MatwootJ S. Tarlor, Co. ‘‘G’"'. 



During rhfe t wo tampajgn ( 1 3 August 1 4 

Octobirf 3 '144 indq^ve j fhe l^vej^th I nfanf r y foughf . 
marched attd7<^ ib way IVom the Riviera to the fooi- 
hiJla of the Vo^e«^^ m The Campaign of South- 

ern Franck was^ rem in iscen f of the $k i }i an Cam paign 
and epn^isted of an ampWb landing then pursait of 
(he enemy campaigrv were the am«- 
phtfeious landing on invasioD day ^ ambasbkig of the 
German convoys north of the Battle of 

fii^ancon, the fighting for Vydeii-T^^ and the figlning 
for Vagney and SapoU. A^ atwayiL gains the Regiment 
were made at a ro.sr in lives c ^ 3re 

definirely Known to ha ve beeh^ M during the action . 

(he W'onnded numbered times as many The 

costliest days w’^ere f? AnpLst and: ! Srprembrr when 
*i8 and 20 *:Cotlon ^lyrfT were killed ^ 

Thcrngb contact at thh^ enemy 

bec^nj^ x>f his rapid withdrawal first from 

coihbir fame the morning pf 15 the 

Ttench passed through the Regimen 

Ffoih 15 to 1 9 October 1944 inclusive the Seventh 
Infantry cemduetfd ^n extensive r raining progr^^ the 
vidniev of Elovifs. France and stressed combat in lyoodcd 
and mountainous terrain, discipline and physical con- 
ditioning. Replacemf nfs W.erc recfived. The troops were 
billerctl in buildings, or slept m pyramidal trots* 



The battle to clear Sappis it^Btipoed with the 
foHittry B^ictle Patrol on w Company 

;*A'^ left off and finally town on t l 

October. Company ‘‘K^Vetemi^nii the Regimental 

Battle Pacroi ac 1030 and only th? 8^^^ Battalion and 
Anri^TanK Comp^ny^ wbkh manned one block; were 
m the lines. 

Companies and 48th Engineer Battalion , 
became atfachvtf # ch? Regiment and man ned Road 
Block No 7, A pjatpesn of (he Thhd RecQnnaiSvsancc 
Troop maintairred patfoik blocks^ 

Late in. the day of 1 f October, the two auached fom - 
panics of the 48th Enginecc Battalian relieved the Third 
Battalion on position and Contp^ny ''8'^ took over the 



The Svotbetfv prance -detrrQiiiifvl br ihf W»r Dm* 

lor 35 A»A^.vLi%firi'v;f Iti iWn J^'ork’. 'k\r fhc 

Tth f mr to h? 

o»r ibe prrihd .H Awg 1 4 ’ftrsf nelkl 

;fjwrrri pperad»fi.s 
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CHAPTER II 



Bitter Fighting from Grandvillers to Le Haute Jacques 

in the Vosges Mountains 



On 19 October 1944 the Third Infantry Division 
issued instructions which directed the resumption of the 
attack against the enemy.®' 

The number one assault regiment of the Third Divis- 
ion, the Seventh Infantry, was directed to be prepared 
to open the attack after 1400, 20 October 1944 from a 
line of departure southeast of Grandvillers. to seize the 
important road junctions north of Bruyeres. which town 
had been taken by friendly VI Corps forces the day 
before, seize Vervezelle, Belmont and Domfaing. then 
be prepared to continue the attack to the east or south. 
The Regiment was directed to move from Eloyes at 0700 
on 20 October 1944, via Jarmenil, Chenimenil, Aydoil- 
les, Girecourt and Gugnecourt, to an assembly area just 
east of Grandvillers. 

The 1 5th Infantry was given instructions to com- 
mence moving from St. Etiene. where it had rehabilitated 
and trained for a period similar to that conducted by 
the Seventh Infantry, commencing at 1300, 20 October 
1 944. proceed to Grandvillers and be prepared to attack 
at 0700, 21 October on the left of the Seventh Infantry 
and on the left of La Mortagne River Valley, which was 
to be the boundary between the regiments. 

The 30th Infantry which had remained in the line, 
holding and patrolling while the 7th and 15th Infan- 
tries rehabilitated and trained for the five days, was to 
continue its mission and revert to Division reserve. 



7th INFANTRY OPENS THE THIRD DIVISION 
ATTACK— 20 OCTOBER 1944 

The Seventh Infantry moved by motor from Eloyes 
to Grandvillers. over the prescribed route, the morning 
of 20 October 1944 and completely closed into the 
assembly area at 1120. The troops marched two miles 
southeast on the road by foot and closed into forward 
assembly areas in the wooded hills. 

The Seventh Infantry lost no time in going into the 
attack. At twelve noon the Red Battalion, commanded 
by Maior Benjamin C. Boyd, passed through elements 
of the 1 79th Infantry and commenced the attack against 
the enemv. with Company “C” on the right and Com- 
pany "A" on the left. Immediately enemy small arms 
and machine gun fire was received from built-in bunker 
positions having overhead cover. 

Company "C" was halted by withering machine gun 
cross-fire. Private Thomas R. Small crawled forward 
through the bands of automatic fire and assaulted the 
enemy with rifle-launched grenades. Although severely 
wounded by grenade fragments, he came within thirty- 
five yards of one enemy machine gun and destroyed it. 
With a great volume of German fire concentrated upon 
him. Private Small crawled fifteen yards more and 
knocked out a second machine gun with his last grenade. 
He then killed a German grenadier with rifle fire. Having 
killed three and wounded three Germans the intrepid, 
voung soldier had shattered an entire hostile position. 
For his extraordinary heroism Private Small was 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.®® 
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In another sector on Company “C's" front Staff Ser- 
geant Joseph A. Pittaluga knocked out a German 
machine gun with a rifle grenade and killed the enemy 
crew with fire from his Thompson sub-machine gun.®® 

The Third Battalion commanded by Major Glen E. 
Rathbun attacked at 1500 and moved southeast, south 
of the road. The battalion passed along the northeast 
slope of Montagne de Buemont then cut the first road 
up from Bruyeres and headed northeast for the second 
road junction. 

The 100th Battalion of the 442nd Infantry was at- 
tacking the objective east of the second road junction, 
the high ground of Pointhare. The Blue Battalion 
became engaged in a heavy fire fight but Company “K" 




57 O. I. No. 89, Hq. 3d Inf. Div., Remiremont, I rancc, 19 Oct. 
1944 (1900A). 

For authority sec GO 625, Hq. 7th Army, WMD, 22 Oct. 1945. 
59 GO No. 22. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 22 Jan. 1945. S/Sgt. Pittaluga 
was awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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captured the important road junction. The advance was 
continued on the road to Brouvelieures for about five 
hundred yards by Companies *K” and “L". 

The Second Battalion commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel Clayton C. Thobro moved at 1700 from its 
forward assembly area due south, then east and north- 
east around the Montagne de Buemont, crossed the two 
roads up from Bruyeres and occupied the hill of Point- 
hare against little opposition at 1915. Captain Frank L. 
Williams of Company “E” was wounded and evacuated 
and Captain Wayland G. Holt took over command of 
the company. 

I’he R^d Battalion engaged in the stiffest fighting of 
the day. All companies were committed and close-in 
fighting resulted with the enemy lodged in their bunker 
positions. Company “C" was met with bazooka, small 
arms and machine gun fire as well as hand grenades. Dur- 
ing the night of 20-21 October Company “A" and the 
Regimental Battle Patrol cleared the east-west road 
between the two road junctions north of Bruyeres. 

At 0800, 21 October, the White and Blue Battalions 
continued the assault to the east for Vervezelle. Company 
“E" moved southeast from Hill Pointhare to the road, 
while Company “G” commanded by First Lieutenant 
William H. McGuire moved straight east for the road. 
Company “F" was in battalion reserve. Heavy concen- 
trations of enemy mortar and artillery fire were received 
as the White Battalion advanced forward. At 1130 
Company ‘‘E" held one-third of Vervezelle. Captain 
Wayland G. Holt was seriously wounded and Captain 
George R. Ellis assumed command of “Easy" Company. 

The attack of the Blue Battalion was launched by 
“Item" and “Love" Companies and at 1130 Company 
“L" held two houses in Vervezelle as the two assault 
companies engaged in a fire fight and received enemy tank 
fire. Company “K" was relieved near the road junction 



Pfe Bernard J. Gallagher, of 2d 
Bn. Hq. Co., was killed in action 
on 20 October 1944. 



by elements of the 15th Infantry at 1130 and rejoined 
the battalion. The enemy laid a smoke screen before the 
Third Battalion’s left front then counter-attacked Com- 
pany “L". Seven battalions of friendly artillery fired 
TOT®® concentrations of three rounds per gun. The 
enemy counter-attack was beaten off. 

The battle for Vervezelle continued and at 1305 
Company “E" was in complete possession of the town. 
Company “G" followed by Company “F" pushed be- 
yond the town to the northeast against small arms and 
machine gun opposition. 

The Red Battalion moved to the left and abreast of 
the Blue Battalion, northwest of Vervezelle, and at 1430 
the two battalions advanced behind a smoke screen for 
Domfaing. The advance was made rapidly against little 
opposition. Enemy in Domfaing were caught completely 
by surprise as Blue Battalion forces entered at 1515 to 
find enemy tanks still there. The tanks were forced to 




withdraw but an enemy 105mm gun with its prime 
mover, plenty of ammunition and one hundred seventy- 
five prisoners were captured. 

The First Battalion advanced on the left of the Third 
Battalion against small arms and machine gun resistance 
and cut both the railroad and highway northwest ot 
Domfaing. A stiff fight was had with the enemy for the 
Neuf Moulin road junction and the road leading up 
La Mortagne River Valley, during the morning of 22 
October 1944. 

Staff Sergeant Michael A. Ernst of “Charlie" Com- 
pany led a six-man rifle squad, supported by a tank and 
a tank destroyer, in occupying and holding the vital 
road junction against successive enemy attacks in platoon 
strength. Advancing beyond his roadblock alone, he 
encountered nine of the enemy and forced their surrender. 
Then, in the company of another member of his squad, 
Staff Sergeant Ernst went into the woods in search of 
more Germans, fired on a group of three enemy soldiers, 
captured one and forced the others to withdraw. As he 
was interrogating his prisoner, a German force of about 
fifteen men fired from inside the woods and wounded his 
comrade. Staff Sergeant Ernst ordered the captured Ger- 
man to attend to his companion, while he engaged the 
enemy with sub-machine gun fire. A rifle grenade ex- 
ploded within a yard of him which inflicted multiple 
wounds on his right leg, arm and side and knocked him 
unconscious. Recovering a moment later. Staff Sergeant 
Ernst saw that the enemy had closed within fifty yards 
of him and was concentrating small arms fire on his 
position. As his sub-machine gun was practically out of 
ammunition, he seized a carbine from his wounded com- 
rade and fought off the German force, steadily driving 
them back into the woods. Then, dragging his wounded 
comrade back through intense machine gun cross-fire to 
the roadblock, he took up a position beside the friendly 
tank to direct fire on two enemy machine guns 100 yards 
distant. When both the tank officer and assistant driver 
were wounded by the withering enemy fire. Staff Ser- 
geant Ernst remained in his exposed position for over an 
hour, directing the fire fight. Only when all enemy fire 
had been silenced did he consent to be evacuated. For his 
extraordinary heroism Staff Sergeant Ernst was awarded 
the Distinguished Service Cross.®^ 

The Second Battalion left Company “G" in place at 
0500 and moved the rest of the troops to the high 
ground northeast of Domfaing. Companies “E" and 
“F" closed into the area at 0730 and established a block 
east of the town. 

The 442nd Infantry on the right flank moved up 
for Belmont. The Blue Battalion continued the ad- 
vance on 22 October 1944 in the face of stubborn enemy 
resistance and reached the high ground in the vicinity of 
Amberfosse having by-passed three enemy tanks and 
two artillery pieces on the St. Die road. 

In the meantime the Red Battalion troops secured the 
important road junction of Neuf Moulin, then advanced 
on the right of the St. Die road. 

At 0400, 23 October 1944, the Second Battalion 
moved to the Neuf Moulin road junction then northeast 
on the right side of the St. Die road and passed through 
the First Battalion. The First Battalion then assembled, 
moved south and east on the right flank of the Third 
Battalion and advanced east through wooded, rugged 
terrain for Erival. 

The advance of the three battalions on the south side 
of La Mortagne River Valley was rapid in spite of the 

Time on target. 

01 For authority sec GO 55, Hq. 7th Army, 1 7 Feb. 1945. 

167 



Digitized by 



Google 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




diffi^calt terrain covered by dense Conract was 

made with the caemy'a 2t)lsi Mduo tain Battalion, a 
fresh combat Oftit of well cquip^d Austria moi^ncain- 
eers. The dew unit was thrown before a cough, aggres- 
sivir adversarV, for before it could get set and dug in. the 
yctcran Seventh ln|amfy cdmplcreiy smasbed it, and 
ended its combat days. 



Tvro of 14 *'Coiion 
killed in juriion 
ail 21 doob#r 1944 
w«M, )efi %o riftbi; I 
ht- Jiof C. Albrituu*, 
Cq. ■ E'\ 4od 
DoliJiid L YoVrig, Co. 



The White Baita lion fougbi; its way to the first ridge 
east of Amber fosse and sbuth of Chevin Fosse, by- 
passing an enemy tank and rocker gun on the valley road. 
Small arms and machine gua resisunce was rneoumcred 
and the troops advanced to the s^ond ridge over .looking 
the first valley which runs ponhwest to join La Mor* 
tagne Valley. A heavy preparation by three battalion.^ 
of ardUery covered the movements of the lead elements 
which crossed the valley road near H^Uey and pushed on 
to the northeast. Marty enemy eiements were by-passed 
while others were engaged in sharp fights. By midnight 
23 24 October all of the Second Battalion had ctossisd 
the little valley near Halley. 

Ncay Amber/osstv iTchn Leonard Lewis 

of Company himself lo point- black fire 

and captured an enemy sniper. L{e then dashed fifty yards 
through a had of gun and small arms bullets 

to fearlessly !ea;d cfe formidable enemy 

strong-point, During the engagement be Wounded a Ger- 
man captain and pursued h era for 200 yards as enemy 
snipers tried to kill him With their fire/ bk caught and 
overpowered the ertifmy officer and forced him to order 
the surrender of the strongpoint. By his extraordinary 
hcrbisin he eliniioaicd ait hostik teststartce in the com 
pany sector and vnrcount»id foe 2 He. 

was later awarded the Disiinguished 

Meanwhile, the Blue Bat talioit forces advanced up tl^c 
right side of La Monngne ftiVep VaUey from Ain^^ 
against: small arms and machine gUn fire. During the 
night the rifle companies penetrated almost into Mailleu- 
faing. where at midnight four enemy tanks and an enemy 
force were repotted located. 

The Red Battalion fought its way nearly to Erival 
during the afternoon and night of 23 October with iu 
supply of ammo nition running dangerously low. During 
the night the Regimental Command Post received a heavy 
shelling from enemy artillery and Nebkwerfer fire. 

When dawn came on 24 October the Second BatuHon 
found itself surrounded by enemy groups which had 
been by-passed during the night. Pierce battles ensued, 
in the mean time the Blue Battalion commander. Major 
Rathbiin. .sent Company ’*L.” under Captam Ralph J 
Yates into |he attack at G545 and followed with Com 
pany “ 1' ’ , u ndc r the command of Ga pram Ed ward J 
Just, fifteen minurey later; The Companies received tank 
fire up the litfk yalW from Halley and down La Mor- 
tagne Valky from Les. Rougey Eavix. Supported by 
armor of the fiO 1 &t Tank Destnoy er Batialion and 75firh 
Tank Bat fa 'ftcem/* and ’'Love'* Companies moved 
under heayy an at 1030 cap- 

iured the Hf tie pf Mail le a f amg, Compa ny ’ 

ihitved Halky while ''L' Company 



pushed on and coniacied dx* White Battalion forces. 
Company ‘K*' advanced on the left of Company 'T' 
as heavy mortar fire was received and ’’Item'/ and ‘King ’ 
Companies engaged in heavy small arms fighia.. Captain 
George W. Lauderdale was wounded and First Lieuten- 
ant Vladimir Postal then First Lieutenant Ralph W. 
Payne assumed command of Company K”, 

The night of 24-2^ October 1^44 was another hectic 
night for the Second Baiialiou Enemy groups infiltrated 
into the battalion's positions and intermingled with the- 
'Cotton Balers ’. Cloae-in fighting occurred throughout 
the night, eveu with fist fights: When morning ramMbe 
baualipu reorganized and advanced to the next ridgt line 
10 the Bpis de i/iiamp Staff Sergeant Charles H. Barden 
of Second Battalion Headquarters displayed gallaniry.*^* 

Comp.itiy 'A/' established a road block near Hailey 
Av the remainder of tlie; Red Baft^lton moved to Mailku- 
faing. , . - .y ■' 

During the mofning of 13 October the RegimeniaL 
Command Post, in Maiileufaing, received an extremely 
heavy shelling from enemy artillery and Nebkwerfers 
wlikh destroyed all lines of comniirnicatiou/aad killed 
and wounded some of the personnel. 

The Blue Battalion drove on that day and pusltcd 
’ Item'* Company across the valley to the Vidonchamp 
point while ''King” Company crossed to the north. The 
companies engaged the enemy in small arms and raaebine 
gun fights. A smoke shell hit a bouse with mines In it 
and caused a big explosion which inflicted twenty -five 
casualties on Company “I”. Engineers were sent 
uncover men pinned under the debris. Company *'L” 
remained opposite the Vidonebamp point and in contact 
witfi the enemy. Patrols from Gompany ”K'^ entered 
Les Rouges Eaux from the northeast and found it dear 
of enemy. 

Company ”1'' was cantinuously engaged in fights 
with enemy trying to come down the valky from the 
northeast and was rein farced by a platoon from ' L” 
Company/* 

Company ‘/A- ’ of Its road block by the 

Regimental BntU Patrol on 25 October, An hour M 
lowing compictidu of the relief the Battle Parfdlm^ivstd 
a small ccHinter-atiack. as the White Bauaiion also was 
hit, but the enemy v.;as repulsed in both sectors. At I $45 
the Battle Patrol received a second attack on Its left flank 
Gompany ”E” moved to the assistance of the Bank 
Patrol and the attack was repulsed Captain William K- 
Dieleman rejoined the Regiment froni a hospital, and 



Twa ef ibe 29 mmikeft 
of Uj? R<g»mffii wfao wetr 

killed ill 4tciiQti dormg fbe 
Oooi»#r 

1/44 wci». t ta r. I Lt 
Johji C. H using. A,T>Co.. 
itsd I Lf/ AlbeH, J. Trtflf- 
aaX of R«gl’l B P 



was sent to command the two units which became known 
as Task Force Diclcman”. The enemy made a more 
determined attack against the joint force at 1 845 hut 
wAs thrown back for the third time with losses, 

That day First Lieutenant John C Huring of Anti- 
Tank Company voluntarily organized a group of rifk- 

l or juihonry we GO 00, Arxny. 1941 
^40 No. 545, HQ. 3d Tcf, QiVr^ 25 Sept. ’4.5.iS/Ssrt^. BartMc 
Awarded ihe Silver Swf Medal, 

S^GONo. 13. HQ. : y irtt Dk^ ^ W T 

Rdyea. Co /:kV'. w« aWnnUed ihe Silvi^r Star - 
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personnel wc« quire ignorant: of actual, front line condi- 
tions and locarions. 

The First &aUaUon 'xvas in <’^>ndnuous contact WifH 
the enemy on :2S Ocitc^bef 1 944 and drove to the ^csi 
edge ol the little JOsvn of BUwch^^^ during the 

morning. At 1745 Company ’'A ' had overcome all 
resistance in the town and captured many prisoners. 
Anti-Tank CGnipa:ny Mine Platoon relieved Company 
' H" and tlK Baule Parrol of tbe'if road blocks near 
Erival. 

The Second Battalion engaged the enemy in small 
arms and machine gun fight.s the .same day and advanced 
r rom Hili to The y>TUcy of Rouges Fan k where 
was placed in ^ and Companws. 

and pushed aerm^ the valic-y/to 1 . ogc de Tem- 
rHisfxi then ^traig^^ norrh fotBianchefontain Tl^c Third 
B^rraUon lought heavy fighrv enemy ihrough- 

pnr fhe daV- The Pairol after 

being ireiieytid of its blcm-; near ErU^l moved Jc< rO* 
>c‘f<linaie <^n attack with C«mj::^ny: ^\sit 

JT C)S 20 . Strong: Waiv encoimTeyod^on 

5^6, Company arms 

and ni^sdfilje gun fighi vw^iib hehmd a, rock ledge 

and.w^ll ip tl>c vicinity the' 

aftcrhciJort 'Xing'' Comp.my and the Battle Patroj en 
gaged “Kamcrad'’ yelling Certnans m a bitter .sl^uggle. 
Second Lieutenam Ajben J Tctntault of Baltic 

Patrol was killed in action. 

WbcfT his plaU)on'.s advance up the .^eep slopes of a 
boulder and pipe covered mottnTavnside was halted, by 
/withering and small arms 6 fe ftom an 

ent:my force dug i Prh^aie Macario J. 

C>3fllatdo of Cotn|Kiftv *'V* worked his way forward 
atone ten yards of a <3efm an machine gun 

pils:itron. W rocks be used 

i Of protect too.;. Private Cialla two handgeea* 

ade? thfi hostile gun pit. silenced .the wcaptyn and 
killed fef h of Jumping into 

In- engaged a \^eond ;& m.acbiny gnn ivrt I 

f i.Sc at tip n y ards . f ad Pr Una bie to dest roy if >e en <*ni y 
by -flat called back: fot ittore gfenades, 

epmmfe lo^ hk positujn^ He 

then tiff tw two’ grenadey ’and our boch rhe 

machtttegimatnd dycfew^. clip m bkMrl 

lide and aimed at a i bird ync^my; m^htne jiun ; p 6 : 

In*:: w a.s k illed b y yo iper fire. Ffir his eit t tsYord in^iT-f hei^dHirr 
it^ action hr wai posthumimsly rhe Dfjnfng- 

:-Uj^hed:Sctyice Crosy'^^ . ;:. v f • ‘- 

Dii ting the night of 2;^ 29 0eiobcr cm infiltrated 
between the Battk Patrol, and C<^npa,nv a 

4>iM V y Aght was fough t dupng; f lic fot low i ng mo ruing . 

'd’’ and^ ''U pushedotT hi ihe aitacK. l 5 

oh 7^ pi^hber. overcame strong and. 

Vapiur J thirty -one enemy incldding one offrceiand two 
non - com m iifsioned ofTiV ery 

A patrol fromTAJtnpany ea feted BUa chef on uin 

the manning oi 29 prtober> and coniaacd Company 
“A“. The Red Batcahon continued moppin opera^ 

■ ftoiis. 

The nicccssful man the battolioTis by 

Colonel. Harrell during ibe pyfii^^^ October 194^ 
had fcsulted in the pCMrkining of a large 
Svivn hundred tbiny Germans had b#B Takir'dTvjsobtM^ 
and ftiany kilkd, 

Itied to break ^ rrap 

bf th« prisoners taken W'as Captain Schoe.^ of 2bv, 
Moutuaifl Troops. His battaliQu attempted to 
fight iff way out of the trapn made by the Seventh Infan- 
try bat.tahonsv to retreat tG Le Haute Jacques* The 
remnantit Of bk battalion h=?en endrcled for .five daySr 



during which time no rations or ammwnuion came 
throrugh. The decision to attempt a breakthrough was 
made by the captain himteli in spite of orderts to hold to 
the end^ The captain « altsrpale obRctky^^^^ 
high ground of Bois de b -Wagd^^ 
but That was wishful thinkmg^ 

THE BATTLE OF LE HAUTE JACQUES 
30 OCTOBER-4 NOVEMBER 1944 

At OSOO, 30 October, the Fif^sf Battalion attacked doc 
east ftom Blancbefontain, During the morning moderate 
resistance was encounteted. and fh« little group of houjiev 
at Grange Fi$son overrun. Tby^ conlinncd 

along the -Stv Die road agaicrsc resistance consUc: 

ing of machine gun. a pd .small arms firr iintit aX 

1745/ Company ’*A "/ thy lead CQtnpany, was balTcsf 
30D yards short of Le Hitutv Jacques, which w^[s the 
^analton oh|ectivc- ;>7; 7 

TW feond Batfatitm the southeast at 

llS 1 5 . 3(f Qct Jj€t> a Carr^unTefed only scattered resist- 

a,ncc u niii it' reiched the VitiniTV of its objective^ HiH 
652^: Coitipapii^ '-E' • in a fi« 

The Third Battalion attacked southeast tlpwn Rouge 
Eauy valley at 1430. Company’ " K*’. proceeding on the 
north side, seized Hill 49} and Cotnpany on the 
south side advanced about 500 yards further, When at 
1655 it was suddenly stopped by heavy fire from enemy 
tanks, flakwagons and machine guns in the vicinity of 
Marmomo.ssa where the enemy had block . 

The valley road and vicinity w^as found ra 
mined. 




l>o uf eigbi r^^Cdltoft aciion on TO October 1444 

w«r« *. 1. lo t<r ;5gT ^ . ^TfFjsiptJr »nd Pfe John R. Stli*cn' 

Tight. Iwidf of Ce. ' 

.0900 neat tht big bend in ibiT road abpui 300 yards 
.iihori: dfOie was hdd rti reserve 

, Dn 31 October all battaiiorts di the Regime a I con- 
imucd thy arwek and birter battles wer« fought oir all 
ftpnts as progress was extremely slow against the deter 
mined well enhenched enemy. 

. Thy Firyf. Batfalion resumccl the aiUck fpe .Le Haute 
Jacqui!fi, a'nd tU impotranl epa^stpads, but was haUed at . 



^ l^f intbonty 3 JVlar. 1945. 

^ SVf TsO f 1 ., RQ, M loL Div.. n J 40 . ‘43^ Pit: K/ k. Stem 

Iw^V. C<^., ' T7/vra»' avaidiij ib#" 

See GO:Nq; Int PW., 12 Feb. '45..;Sgt. B; H. 

McFaLihind kiUed m posthaniottsly awarded the 

SiK'ef Slat Medal. , 

^ See GQ No. 77 . HQ. rd Inf Jan. ’45 PtV O L 

Rains. C*{>. ’L*'. h*m aw‘ar<kd Silvrt Star MedaT 
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while Company "A** attacked north under mortar prepa- 
rations and Company “C” attacked due east. The com- 
panies moved slowly against heavy automatic weapons 
and mortar fire. Among the p>ersonnel who were wound- 
ed and evacuated that day was Major Benjamin C. Boyd, 
the commanding officer of the First Battalion. Captain 
Kenneth W. Wallace assumed command of the Red 
Battalion troops. 

Companies “E” and “G" continued the Second Bat- 
talion’s fight for Hill 652 during the morning and were 
held off by stubborn, determined, well-entrenched enemy. 
At 1400 Company ”E” received orders to renew the 
attack. With the First Platoon commanded by First 
Lieutenant James F. Powell on the left guiding on the 
road which leads to Le Haute Jacques, and the Third 
Platoon under Second Lieutenant Ralph C. Street on 
the right, the company launched an attack. The Second 
Platoon commanded by Second Lieutenant James A. 
Crough took up a position behind the Third Platoon in 
order to secure the company’s open right flank. The 
assaulting platoons were confronted with extremely 
heavy automatic fire delivered by an estimated fifty Ger- 
man soldiers supported by approximately seven machine 
guns The resistance was unusually stubborn, in many 
cases fanatical. Individual soldiers were compelled to 
creep up to the edge of foxholes and fire into them. A 
group of men from the First Platoon, led by Staff Ser- 
and drove the Germans out of their positions with hand 
geant Edward R. Havrila. assaulted three enemy dugouts 
grenades. 

Upon breaching the first enemy line, men of “Easy" 
Company found other positions behind it. a third line 
beyond, and still others extending to the enemy’s rear 
for a depth of approximately nine hundred yards. Enemy 
dugouts were approximately four feet deep, well-camou- 
flaged and covered with logs for overhead cover. The 
proportion of machine guns, and other automatic weap- 
ons. to rifles employed by the enemy was unusually high 
and gave him tremendous fire-power. 

By advancing from the cover of one thick tree to 
another “Easy" Company was able to close with the 
enemy and eject him from successive strongpoints. 
usually with hand and rifle grenades. Five Germans were 
killed in their holes and four others wounded and cap- 
tured. The remainder withdrew under the steady pres- 
sure. After an hour and a half of continuous fighting. 
“Easy" Company succeeded in cleaning the way leading 
to the objective. 

Without pausing to reorganize the assault platoons 
continued abreast up a small bare hill that lay directly 
in front of Hill 652. From its commanding position on 
the crest of Hill 652, a platoon of Germans opened fire 
with three machine guns, five machine pistols and semi- 
automatic rifles. The First and Third Platoons doggedly 
inched forward, under the hail of fire, until they reached 
the forward slope of the small hill where a reorganization 
was effected. A check of ammunition revealed that the 
supply was becoming exhausted. 

Captain George R. Ellis of Company “E" decided to 
renew the attack even though supplies were low. The 
Second Platoon which was best supplied was committed 
in a flanking movement to the right and was successful 
in diverting some enemy fire from the other two platoons. 

First Lieutenant James F. Powell then led the First 
and Third Platoons in an attack against the stubborn 
foe on thickly wooded Hill 652. Placing himself at the 
head of his men he led them through automatic and 
small arms fire that barely missed him. into the midst of 
the enemy positions and routed the Germans with gren- 
ade and point-blank fire. Then, despite intense grazing 



machine gun fire, he led a continuation of the assault to 
the crest of Hill 652 which destroyed a second enemy 
position. Largely, as a result of First Lieutenant Powell’s 
resolute leadership six more of the enemy were killed, 
twelve captured and thirteen automatic weapons and a 
small arms dump seized. Hill 652 was at last captured."^ 




Major Benjamin C. Boyd commanded the First Battalion. Seventh 
Infantry, from 15 to 31 October 1944 when he was seriously 
wounded in action and evacuated. 



The Third Battalion attack down Les Rouges Eaux 
Valley was continued. Company “K“ encountered and 
overcame moderate resistance to push on from Hill 4Q 1 
to Hill 699 on the north of the valley, but Company 
“L“ encountered strong enemy defenses and stubborn 
resistance in the valley itself near Marmomossa and on 
the south side. 

While leading his squad in an attack across bare, cov- 
erless ground Staff Sergeant George A. Grando of Com- 
pany ‘L“ encountered withering machine gun cross fire 
from German positions thirty -five yards to his right 
front. The men of his squad hit the ground but were 
unable to find cover. Though Sergeant Edward J. Mc- 
Dermott and Private First Class Frederick E. Hoey were 
killed in action and five riflemen namely. Private First 
Class William A. Free. Privates Elmer H. Glenn. Jr., 
Everett W. Humphrey, Frank T. Patrician and James L. 
Medlock were wounded. Staff Sergeant Grando grimly 
continued the fight alone. Kneeling in full view of the 
enemy he fired his “Tommy" gun at the two German 
machine gun positions. When his last round of ammuni 
tion was spent he crawled five yards through a hail of 
machine gun and sniper fire to wrench a Browning Auto- 
matic Rifle from a dead gunner’s grasp. Before he could 
engage the enemy a burst of machine gun fire struck him. 
Mortally wounded and with seconds of life left to live. 
Staff Sergeant Grando fired two magazines of Browning 
automatic rifle ammunition into the hostile p)ositions. 

71 GO No. 130. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 13 April '45. 1 Lt. Powell 
was awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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iiltoretl both machine guns and killed their crews before numbered berween 500 and 600 mountain infantry 
he died. By his teiuacky; and dewnnination enabled utaips. skilled in using natufai defenses to the utmost, 
his platoon to resume its advance. For hia elttraotdinary The enemy entrenched himself on the commanding 
heroism in action he was pofithuitfously awarded the ground behind densely sown mine fields. He fought 
Drsunguifihed Service Gross.^-^ obstinately and yielded ground prily under the greatest 

At the end of the day Company from Hill 699, and then recoiled with desperate counter-attacks 

became engaged in a moving fire light wbicb toc^ the \i. He absorbed heavy p^mshmen^ but such was 

company 500 yardfi to the northeast. hk re.siUence that he coUmVFed blow for blow and l>e 

Conipany ‘FV supported engineers from Companv ^ willing 

‘■ A'\ lOrh Engineer Batulion, who removed seventy * abk, Seventh Infinity f r 
nine Scho mines and six ramp mines froiit one enemy Tlie First Battalion contimted to battle the enemy, 
mine field in the valley. While Company " U/ feinaitied the terrain, die dense woods and f lie weather as the enemy 
engaged throughout rhe day Gompajriy “K" returned lo retahated with firy from self*prepdJed and a^nti-taok 
Hijl 6!19 at 2200. guns, heavy 1 20ttim mortars, which caused heavy casual- 

Oa { November 1944 ilie First Battalion continued, ties, and pkaty of automatic weapons 
for Uie third day, in attacking far Le FlautC; Jacques Amonu the JRfsft Battalion dead was Captain Roy E. 
which the enemy clearly intended to defend to the bitter Cook of Company who comnunded the company 
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end. The Seesnd Baualion turned northeast Jrotn Hill less than four bottrs and hardly bad time to nw 
(t'il and also threw its weight into the fight I'ar the a few tifhis men 

important crossroads with its three ho.ases. Company •A'' was 500 yards he/t} 

TIr distance from the companies to tlje ob.iectWe the crossroads and Company ‘‘C' tpas 300 yard 
varied from 300 to 1000 yards, which sometimes is not ■ west,, while Company * *13*' less one platoon* was 
considered much* but in this senion of the Vosges it npriH to circle and come down on the left I 
amounted to a great deal. The terrain was rugged and Company "A", with intentions of then drivin 
trtonntalnoua and densely wooded with pines and other on the enemy from the north. 

ibe ^0 October to 4 'Novem- The Second Battalion attacked from the Vic 

iRr 1.944, inclusive only one day gave c eyr, eflpl weather. ^53 ■ Qg^o , November 1944 and wee 

that was 1 November. On the other days ram itnd fog 
was what the weather mao gave out and the '"Cotton 

Balers’" came to consider him an ally of the wmy. wlio por auihamy ^tQQ77. H»r. 7tb hmy. kMar. i<?45 




hes^vy resistance with intense fire from automatic weap- 
ons, mortars, small arms and tanks. The enemy's heavy 
1 ZOmm mortars thundered continuously throughout the 
day at ten minute intervals. Tree bursts were numerous 
and the nuirtber of casualties was high. Captain George 
R. Ellis was wounded and evacuated. First Lieurenani 
James F. Powell assamed command of Company ‘E ', 
which with 'George" Company, held the forward line 
of Che Second Battalion. At 1330 two platoOn.s qi 
Company "G" were bur 150 yards from Le Haiite 
Jacques 

At I 500 the enemy threw a heavy artillery concentra- 
tion at the Second Battalion forces then followed it \yith 
a t^werfur counter-attack at Company ‘G'*. Holding 
theiY gfoaod the gallant men of ‘George" Company 
repulsed the enemy after a hard, close-in, hand to hand 
fight. 

At 1616 the enemy followed with another counter- 
attack, but at Gotnpany '"C" that timi*. Bitter close-in 
fighting again mued. The reserve platoon of "Charlie*' 
Company Was cornmitted and finally the enemy way 
beaten back. 

The Blue Baitalion which had a OS 15 

was having another day of heavy fighting By 0945 
"'Love' Company, by fighting all the way, had pushed 
10 Matmompssa J’^ "King ' Company, on Hill 699 was 
engaged in a fire fight with the enemy. Item" Company* 
which had been committed, progressed on the north side 
of the valley to a posiiion opposite "Love" Company 's. 

Tire Red and White Baitaliohs continued tlieir hard 
!itruggle fur Le Haute Jacques, for the fourth day. on 
:2 November. 

At 0745 Companies "A" and "B" auacKed south 
toward th^ objective and encounteted many anti-ptrson- 
ne! mines in the woods w^hich slowed ibe advance An 
enemy road block and heavy machine gun fire was 
encountered which caused the companies to maneuver. 

Companies "E" and “G" for the Second BatcaUon 
made a little progress against enemy employing automaik 
weapons, mortars and small arms but at I ) 30 Company 
G" was hit by a counter-attack that w'as repulsed after 
some difficulty. 

The Sevenib Infantry Battle Patrol relieved Company 
"F" which in turn relieved Company "C”. "Charlie" 
Company then moved to join its battalion. FoUowfag 
aruHery preparations the First and Second Batplions 
pushed off at 1 415 from the north and south in a 
coordinated attack Wt f^ to make any appreciable 
gains due to .strong, dug-in enemy forces using unusually 
large numbers of automafic weapons and heavy concen- 
i rations of mortar fire. 

Company 'E" received lerrific mortar concent rations 
at. ten to fifteen .minute intervals which rocked the men 
in their positions. Casualties were heavy. The company 
was being whittled down by the methodical enemy 
mortar fire. The recnriant of the Company headquarters 
group was placed into the line to fill the gap between 
the Second Platoon, and Company "G", 

As the First and Second Battalions battered away at 
enemy defense.^ 2 November, the Third Battalion main- 
tairied close contact with the enenty ind advanced slowly 
down the Rouges Eaux Valley, A pacfotfrom Company 
"L" contacted a patrorfrocn the 442n<i Infantry on the 
south on Hill 61 7. Company "K" reraainecf on Hill 699 
as "Item" and "Love" Companies advanced s^lowly^ 

That day Private Ted L. Marsh of the Battle Patrol 
performed gallantly and yinglehandedly knocked out an 
enemy machine gun. 

I 

Co gle 



The Second Battalion of the |4 1st Infantry com- 
menced relief of the Third Battalion at 1550 which was 
cohipleted durm^ of 2-3 November 1944. 




KUied in action dohag tb« rough Sgbting foi Lr Haurr Jacqtus w<re: 
xrj Ptc Ghfto O. Vrtoon, Co. “C‘'. (2) Capr. Roy E. Cook. Co. 
and ( 3 ) Pvt. Krnlt E Glade. Co. *‘B”. 

At 0815 3 November, the First Battalion launched 
5tiJI another atcatk from the north as Companies "G" 
and ‘F" and ifc First Platoon of Company "E" ar 
tacked from the aoutb. The First Baualloh troops wm 
stopped abruptly by repeated eneniy concentrations from 
8:0 and 120 mm, hiprtars, 'burp" guns and fire of other 
automatic weapons, as the enemy ‘s supply of ammunition 
seemed to be limitless. Fihalfy ‘'Charlie’ ' Company pene 
trated to within 150 yards of the road but was held up 
by well dug-in enemy. About noontime enemy forces 
enveloped Company 'C from the rear. A heavy fire 
fight ensued until 17 IQ when ''Charlie" Company broke 
out of its e^nvifi'kment and captured twelve enemy prison 
ers on tbc\ vvay. Tlvt road block in ftopi of Company 
’ B's'Vpdsmon was wtdl covered with fire which pre 
vented Company "A" of the 1 0th Engineer Bartalion 
from removing it and "Baker" Company failed to by 
pass it. ^ • . 

Cosuahies were heavier on 3 November J 944; A 
of twenty ’‘Cotton Balers" gave ihetr liyeit their 
country s cause. Twelve of ilni dead heroes wnv froni 
the Red Bactalion, fCornpbte list is shown in the 
Appendix). 

Company "G" was subjected to such intense enemy 
fire that it could make noheadvv'ay ’ Arttong the wounded 
was First Lieutenant Wtlham ll- Maguire. Lieuten- 
ant Leonard t). Hanney TcpUced him as tominanding 
officer of "George" Company; 

The First Platoon of Company "E’"^ under tlse com- 
mand of Second Lieutenani Bertram D. Trump suc- 
ceeded m advancing about 2d0 yards before encourirering 
the fire of four machine guns w'hicb vv as followed 

by heavy ponuneling from enemy 120 mm. mortar^. 
The Wader and eighteen members of the pUtcK^n were 
wounded. Technical Sergeant Edward G HaVnla wirh- 
dre w the platoon back up the slope. 

THIRD BATTALION JOINS IN THE FIGHT 
FOR LE HAUTE JACQUES 

Following relief of the Third Battalion by .the Second 
Batfaiiptti Hist Infantry^ Cornpanies "!*' and '•L" 
assembled in the vicinity of Hill 652 then at 1055. 3 
November, attacked m the right of the Second Battalion 
with "T Cc»mpany leading. 'Item" Company reached a 
position abom 3QQ yards southeast of Le Haute Jacques 
then w air held Up by machine gun fire from its Front and 

See CO No 11.. HQ, 3d Irt/: Dlv;/ 1 1 J. J. 

Skiifw^U was awarded tb« Stfvef Sf« 

C0 No. 22) HQ. 3d laf. .iDiV:, 4^2 Jiii. ‘45 Pvf. Mar^b was. 

awarded the Silver Star 

r3' 




left flank The enemy then threw a strong countet^ and brought success Jast a grear price. All companies 
attack at “Item‘d Company but was repulsed with but ■Love’’ Compariy participated in the attack. The 
losses. Hegimen^^ Baitk Patrol supported the attack with its 

At about 1500 hours Staff Sergeant William R. 'M- machine guns while the 1 0th Field Arrillery 
Dezarn led two decimated platoons of Company ’*A^’ in liaUAUonr Company ‘A'*. 756th Tank Bacralion. Com- 
three assaults on Iprmidabl^ vnemy positions/ ringed P^uy ' A”. 601st Tank Destroyer ^Battalion, Company 
with machine guns and fronted by a minefteld. Advanc- Chemical Battalion, Battery B , ^"^1^ 

mg alone to within fifty yards of the enemy line, he Aryci Ancralt Artillery ( AW I Batcahon^ and the Recon- 
detonated eleven mines, drawing bursts of mac bine gun lank Denroyer Battalion, 

fire after each exploaion. Then he directed a rain of yupporfed the tine battalHias by Arc throughout the 

artillery and mortar shdls; on the German position?: r^ftacK. 

Singlchandediy assaulcing and dcstfoying a machine gun fn the fog and rain of that bloody day the riflemen 
and its tbree-mao crew w’^iih grenades at fitiecn yards of the Seventh Infantry weathered; murderous mortar and 
disunce> he endeavored lo lead his mm chmugh artiHery c once turationSi And 
breach, but was crippled by enemy slwrll fire; For his to continue the attack. 

extraordinary heroism Staff Sergeant D^tarn w as The First Battalion was Iwld up by powerful enemy 
awarded the Dktioguiahed Service Cross V rcsisunfcr . .. ^ 



shortly af ter jumping ofl: and Ablc^* Cpmpan y 
was hit by a counur-aiu^^^ 

For rhe B]u< 



encounured 

withering fire from four well-placed enemy machine gims 
and became stopped, Company “K” moved on against 
stiff resistance. 

With the Red Battalion stopped cold and only “King ' 
Company of the Blue Battalion moving slowly^ the 
honors of the day were go to Ljeuienani Colond 
Cliivron C. ThobroA barcling Second Batulion. Its Utm 
rifle £Qmp>ani«s launched a terrific attack which drove the 
enemy from his positiofia. 

Company moved out in the attack with ilw 
Setoad Platoon on the left, the I’hird on the right and 
the First Platoon in support. The dOmm mortar secbOci 
followed the First Platoon. Despite ineen.se macliine gun 
and rifle fire from dug-in enemy positkms approxunately 
200 yards to the left. Company forged ahead 

steadily. First Lieutenant James PowcU then pivoited 
the company to the left on the Second Platoon and it 
pressed forward. At that time an intense concentraliojn* 
from enemy 120mm mortars hit "Easy'' Company x 



7tb INFANTRY LAUNCHES ALL-OUT ATTACK 
AND CAPTURES LE HAUTE JACQUES, 

‘ THE CROSSROADS OF HELL“, 

A NOVEMBER 1944 

At 0615, 4 Novembef 1944 Ben Bartell 

sent tliv inimnable, incompariblrdi^ffe the “Cotton 
Baler ' Regiment into a final; attack for the 

“Crexsstoads of Heir, It was tflw sixth day of the attack 



T5 GO* No. 40 fir 54. HQ. 3d Inf. Div„ 9 » 18 f«b 2 tt. 
Swinaon. Pfe Cards 6 Pvt, Gallerani w#w ^vrardwi the 
^juiver Suf Mtdil. 
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60xntn mprt^f scjct con. killed two and wounded eight of rration of 
its tnembcfs Thf Hfie platoons also suffered heavy sides were 
cisualnes. a heavy < 

Despite the prions losf of its supjijorting mortars and an 

serious casualties su^uVried by the rifle platoons* Corn- which ene 
pany **E*' did not falter *Phe First and Third Pbtoops otr b 
hacked fbeir way through the foremost enemy positions 
with h^nd and rifle grenades and with point-blank small ^l^hcr KtUi 
ams &re* the enemy refused fo give way. From surrei 

t^^iipns dee^ in his line the Orman f orps laid After c 

down iDfertockiiig bands of automatic fire, making the Company 
company pay for every yard of ground it took The terrain fro 
Third Platoon had especially hata fighting, being ?ub- barely 25^^ 
jeered to fire from its right flank as well as Us Tfdu 
Prisoners caprured later stared that CjV<r oftcett 
machine guns set up behind the main Ime of resistani;? drove thr< 
and shot all Germans who attempted to withdraw. .spj?ed that 

Private Edgar A. Cossop, heavy machine gw nner from 3 

an attached Company '’H’' action/ to advanced ^ 

to an exposed pt^llon wt^ and engaged 

m eaemr maefetnie ^on it i ’ range of ft f ty . y a rds. DU* 
regarding mortar shells which all around him 

and automark w^apon.s fire w Mi through his pack th 

and blanker, he duelled with rbe German gnn for fifteen 
minutes, finally silencing and killing its three man crew rirsc^.us^ 
He then became tbe primary target of other enemy fife an 

so intense tbar his ammunition bearers were onahle to 
crawl to hU gun with their box Cosson ignored ” 

sniper fire from Ctcrman positions on a 5lop€ of the 
wooded hill; to engage a second mathiRr gud Fig^ 
alone and in an exposed position, private Cosson kh T 
the three members of the ^cond gun crew and silenced *hey were 
thek W'eapon. Ax friendly rlfiemrn afracked remaini 
Ckrrman positions he turned bis deadly fiiT c>n siTpotting 
enemy elements and kj|le^^ ten niore 

Germanv<> For Ms extraordinafv hetoisrn private CoRS 
was awarded tlw Distmguished SerYict^Cross *^^ 

The Third Plafooti of Company shifted its fire 
rewards the rtghy. ^cond E fames A. Croiigli 
ermrageodsly ltd thy plafpptt in an that breached 

the stubborn enemy defenses in the hea to wooded 
terrain guarding the "CrosstewAs of Hto*^ WMn Intense 
enemy mortar fire disorganized his men. hr mov^ fmily 
through the cooceotration of shells that burst flhse 
him. reorganized the platoon and led jt fdt^sTd again 
Exposed to point-blank machine ptstol anirorhef srnafl 
arms fire^ Second Lieutenant Crough ;^ggfes«tvclv 
brought his men into c1o.se contact "With th^ enernv Two 
fnemv machine guns were knocked out, six Germans 
killed, twelve captumJ and rcthaminc enemy troops wm 
forced to flee in disorder. One squad immediatety moved 
to the crest of high ground a pd puMed the enemy with 
fire. The Third Platoon then pMcMy teorg^^ and 
n^yt^med its origin ardirection of attack 

Companr *- B*' cpmpirtelv unhinged the cnerny's main 
line of resistance. TTe Second Platoon oenetrateil deeper 
and deeper into the enemy s system of defense, rolting^^ 
back the nortMsemth author of the line. Rapldlr gai.mng 
momentum, the S^ottd Platoon overran several macbmp 
killed five and rapturrd twenty-si^ 



gun posrrions, 

Germans in one group. 

Every yard of ground was gained ctoy 
rc.solote fighting, On mote than one ixcasn'fm hhth 
platoons were virtually surrounded However rather 
than slow the advance, they pressed forward leaving 
behind small pockets of resistance which were immedi- 
ately destroyed by the First Platoon and Company Head- 
quarters. 

The enemy dho! a ved utter ruthlc$ynesy and desperate 
determination to hold hk ground by placing a concen- 



Pfe Juland A- Aaron, oif Co. *T\ age J9 y*ais. 6 months. 20 days, 
died on 3 i*4civ«mber. d/ n^pntida he bad received in action on 20 
October (044, He vras recOnrmended lor a poslbumous award of the 
Oiatinguishtd Semce Cross foe TKUona pedonned on 15-16 Aisgnst 
. 1944 . 




‘'G“. At the end of the day the Second Battalion forces 
engaged epejtiy in a h^3ivy fire fight as Companies ' ‘r and 
'K", after v^eathering heavy enemy mortar coacentra- 
tions. ovtircamc machine gun and sntaM arms resisunce 

^dv^nce fim big road bend cast of Lc 

HajUc Jac^ucs,^^ 

At 0830> ^iShvember. the first and Second Bat cahort/^ 
and Company r'K'" attack to thc.eastv ‘‘King'' Com- 
pany reached i& first big bend cast of Le Hatitc Jacques 
and con taeud the Second BatuIioD farces. The, First 
Batulion .adv^anced against light resistance and the 
Second Battatioh received light mortar fire, W.hUf- 
Batralion forcc.^ crossed the road where ir runs north arrd 
south' Red Battalicm forces continued to advance against 
ih tie opposition until at noon time 'Able' Company 
contacted strong enemy forces in the vicinity of HjU 616, 
but fought its way to the top at 151*^. ‘ /Charlie ’ and 
" Baker '' Gempantes advanced south down the nose of 
HiU 61,6 The Third Baualion then ataned 
south wit h "X ove' Company going for Hill 699 - "Itefn ‘ 
Gompany went to the vie mb, y of Xa Sc - Founctm and 
directed mc*nar and artilkry fire on RoagivilW- GompAhy 
' -K*' pas?»ed through Company '1/ and entered tlie arm 
of ihr Taintnix Vall^y northsvesfot Rougivi ctig*»gcd 
enemy in ^ fight ^nd cap? ured si ?ifi*en of them ./ Love' 
Gompan V reached Mill 690 and in Vbc afternoon mossed 
due cacst'^^ 

I he Regmiental Battle T^atml becamG attacjicd to the 
Rm Battalion aftd in th? mammg of the 6fh, wifJi 
'Chathe'" Company, became engaged with enemy near 
the big sharp road heod south of 'MWl 61 6.*'’ 

Use Third Battalion attvanceiX ipwards its 
and imcauntmd small at and machine gun fire. Hills 
6 39 and 67 2 were occupaed. On 6 November, Compariv 
L/" seized and occupied Company 'K' 

established 4n <iut post hnc of Teaman edge of 



With the Second and I'hird Platoons of Company 
'T*' laying down a base, of hre. ^ $quad from the First 
Flatoofl rushed across the main road an^ 
firjit house. Several German soldiers in the house, as W'cll 
as the maebrne gun crew to its reacv fled into the woods. 
However, the squad edpruted thitty five enemy in the 
house, together with a conwdetable amounl of radio and 
signal equipment. The fe l^id down by Company ‘ E* ' 
fofced the tnemy to abandon iris mortar pasicion and 
leave behind siy? SOmm hionars and; 3000 rounds; of 
mofurammubmQn. ; 

A second /bou^f w^K; seized by ‘T'' as 

Companks ' Cf ' and 'F'' ^ on the left Company 
*‘F’ seized a third' ih<? only pi her one at th^ 

crossroads, Tlte Second Bat taliqn wai then in compleiie 
pofjsminn of Xe Xfaure JacgiPis aO^ 

During tire in its final 

attack on Xe feufe JacpUysl^ suffered a total 

of 1 2*> casuahks 16 of whkh v%'cre men killed in action. 
An estimated 100 fpfmy were taken prisoners. 

The Batik y>{ Le Hatut!fc Jacdu«^ an end It had 
taken the Regfmfnt sbt d^ advance the few hundred 
yards against r I k who used every weapon in 

ihelr possc$$ion : XiOmm and 00mm mortars, flak- 
wagons, minys teoby tramf machine gu ns, artillery 
and small arms. inthaJlv prje had started to 

seize the Ob jcyljyc then t Wp against the 

tmemy dyftfnw and ttquircd a 



sfubhof , . 

cpprdinated attack by a ihf^et with only one 

titic^fomp^ny ooraefdahy 

For its outstanding per rprmancf in tornhaning the 
enemy during ihe ncriod M Octobef to 4 November 
1944 Company '/B" was cited in r he name of the 
president of States as publk mdence of 

desm^ed honor and dkfinchon 

On 31 October 1944 Company 'IE * had bad a 
strength of 1 6p officers ind men to which 13 replace 
nients were added during rhc ^lfc^ the perfod 

the company sustained 77 casua!tie?r bdC inciiiding rhme 
of artaehed per.Kmnel of Ccunpa^ Ya dcsptir fhe 

heavy casualnc!? and the dtsad^amages of terrain and 
weather. Cornpany kttled at least 37 enemy/ 

wounded an esth«ated X30 and eaptufcd 78 Germans. 

During the ixpon Of that mornine Second Lieutenant 
James A. Crough of Company First Xicatenant 
Robert W SmtflKrman of and Private 

ChatlesL. Kener€»f Company '‘D“ performed galtanily.^^ 

Many ‘'Cotton Balers ' were oiicstandlog during tbc 
battles for Lc Haute Jacques, the “Crottsroads of Hell". 
Some not already mentioned were Major Beniamin C 
Boyd, Second Lieutenant John P. Leicht, Staff Sergeant 
Andrew D. FouitV; Private First Class Willtam D 
Driscoll and Private Kenneth F. Huber; all of the First 
Rittalfon: Lieutenant Colonel Claytd^^ Thohro and 
Ptiyaie Fix# Clas.s Walter Wilk of the. Senmd Batfalion 
Claw Anthony J Qu^Uwki of the Third 
Captain Frederick J. Richie k Private 
Oiarie^ X; Walters of the MedkalTtejtachment,'^- 



qCh No.. yv 54 W i;i< HQ. 3d inf niy. n hn U Feb 
y -21 M,)r ’45.' f Lt. Smitbe^rman, 3 LC Crmi^h t5 Pvt kpU<^r 
. liic Siiyft SUf 

'» CiCM No. rr; 29 b 30 b, 32 ti > 39 t-I 34 S HQ U 

inf. piv . 14 DeeJ M4 0 } I J?n .. '<■ 1 5 « 20 Aiifi 5 17 & 
35;8^f. ‘45- i-t, C<#. Tb'jkm., Jd^j Boyd, Cspt 2 

X«cbt QtiiruncVi B fiJ Pvis 

Hubtt t5 wefr>.jath iWirded the Mcdjil. 

S« CO No. '2t HO, 34 Tnt Oiv, C f 

flijnftf.r/prd, M O., swarded tbs Silver 
» GOs No. 198 ti 24^ HQ. 3d M Div 7 Jfmt W ,10 July 
’tS. F. Tnu.K, B.r . & Pfe J P KreiS, C&. 'p' « «re each 
dWAnft^ Ibf Silver Siar Mi#al 



7rh INFANTRY CONTINUES THE ATTACK 
TO THE EAST 4-9 NOVEMBER 1944 

Co I 



mpaniesX/T >i*nd eanrinued engaging enemv in 
a machine gun apd smali arms batik as the First and 
Second Banaflons pushed f heir attacks, 

After fbey reorganized in Lc Haute. Jacques:. Cemj- 
pafties /'^' and /'G’' moved north about 300 yards, then 
furned eMt The First Ban a lion overcame resi.srance and 
advanced south Company ‘C’’ contacted Company 
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an enemy road block south of Hill 616. Company "A" 
patrolled to the east and and Company “B" relieved 
Company “I”. 

With the Second Battalion in reserve, the First and 
Third Battalions tied-in with one another to form a 
Regimental line. Men of Company “A" 10th Engineers 
under the command of First Lieutenant Cohagan cleared 
the road east from Le Haute Jacques to the first road 
junction, of fallen trees and mines. The Regimental 
Battle Patrol with sections of tanks and tank destroyers 
established a road block at the road junction. First 
Lieutenant Cohagan and a companion led members of 
the Battle Patrol into Rougiville. 

During the period 4-9 November 1944 many small 
bitter actions were fought in the dense forests east of 
Le Haute Jacques. First Lieutenant George R. Townsend 
of Company “K", Private First Class Herman Johnson 
of Company “A", Private First Class George H. Willing- 
ham of Second Battalion Headquarters Company, Private 
Clifford L. Hubbs of Company “E” and Private Eugene 
C. Wonderling of Company ‘*G” proved themselves to 
be combat leaders. ®- 

The Seventh Infantry (reinforced) was completely 
relieved on position during the night of 9-10 November 
1944 by the 409th Infantry of the 103rd Infantry 
Division, fresh from the United States. The relief was 
not made without incident as the new organization 
suffered seven casualties. Two men were killed and three 



wounded from exploding Schu mines while two were 
wounded by enemy artillery. 

Following completion of the relief, the Seventh 
Infantry moved by vehicles to assembly areas in the 
vicinity of Fremifontaine and Pierrepont, France, and 
closed in to the new areas without incident the morning 
of 10 November 1944. 

The period of offensive combat from 20 October to 
10 November 1944 in the Vosges Mountains was the 
stiffest the Regiment had engaged in in France up to that 
time. An important part of La Mortagne River Valley 
and its tributaries had been wrested from the enemy. 
About ten miles of rugged terrain covered by dense 
forests had been traversed over in the face of the most 
determined resistance. The “Cotton Balers" had fought 
gallantly and courageously in some of the roughest 
fighting of the French campaigns; 1086 Germans had 
been processed through the Regimental prisoner of war 
cage while numerous others were evacuated through 
medical channels. A great many of the enemy had been 
killed, much equipment destroyed and captured. The 
Regiment suffered its losses in obtaining its objectives: 
148 “Cotton Balers" sacrificed their lives while 822 
were wounded and evacuated. 

82 GOs No. 'i5. 282. 299. ^06 W 370. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. -4 Feb.. 
1. 15 20 Aug. ^ 4 Oct. ’45. 1 Lt. Townsend. Pfes Johnson 

Willingham, Pvts. Hubbs Wonderling were each awarded the 
Silver Star Medal. 



CHAPTER III 



Crossing of the Meurthe and the 



Push to the Rhine 



The first three days in the new assembly area were spent 
in rest and rehabilitation by personnel of the Regiment, 
and in the care and reconditioning of equipment. Then 
followed six days devoted to extensive training which 
stressed the technique of river crossings by day and night. 
Practical work was conducted in the vicinity of Docelles, 
France. Physical conditioning was stressed and small unit 
problems for the squad, platoon and company were held. 
Each battalion conducted an attack problem and devoted 
much time to combat formations in wooded terrain. 
Heavy snow fell during the period and blanketed the 
countryside. 

It was known by the veterans that but a short time 
remained before the “Cotton Baler" Regiment would 
take up again its foremost task of chasing and killing 
Kraut. 

The Regimental Commander and his staff were 
oriented by Third Division Headquarters on the scope 
of future actions by the American Seventh Army. The 
plan called for VI Corps to continue its advance on the 
axis St. Die-Strasbourg, while the XV Corps on the 
left was to capture Sarrebourg. force the Saverne Gap 
and prepare to exploit east of the Vosges. The ultimate 
Seventh Army action was to capture Strasbourg and 
destroy the enemy west of the Rhine River in its zone. 

Four Infantry divisions comprised the VI Corps, 
namely, the Third. 36th, 100th and 103rd Infantry 
Divisions, the last two of which were inexperienced and 
fresh from the United States. 
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The 30th Infantry Regiment had been taken out of 
the line, as well as the Seventh, and underwent a similar 
period of rehabilitation and training. The 15th Infantry 
remained in the line, however, to continue the Third 
Infantry Division’s unbroken string of combat days since 
invasion day in Southern France. The “Can Do’s" held 
a line on the west side of the Meurthe River from the 
vicinity of St. Michel-sur-Meurthe north to the vicinity 
of Etival-Claire-fontaine. 

Maneuver of VI Corps called for lead-off attacks by 
the 100th Infantry Division and the 36th Infantry 
Division on the flanks. The “Century" Division on the 
north directed its efforts southeast from Baccarat, for the 
heights immediately north of Raon L’Etape, while the 
“Texan" Division directed its efforts on the south flank, 
to the east and southeast. The 103rd, or “Cactus". 
Division which relieved the Seventh and 30th Infantry 
Regiments, held the high ground west of St. Die and 
the Meurthe River, and prepared to follow an attack by 
the number one assault division in the Seventh United 
States Army, the “Rock of the Marne" Division, to 
seize a bridgehead across the Meurthe River, which action 
was slated to come off by 20 November 1 944. 

PLANS FOR CROSSING THE MEURTHE RIVER 

While the 7th and 30th Infantries trained intensively 
and the 15th Infantry remained on the line. Third 
Division Headquarters developed plans for a night cross- 
ing of the swollen Meurthe River. 

177 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




The ’ Rock of rbiJ Marne’' Division planned to employ prepared on Division order to donlinue. to seize phase 
tbe maximum of fire preparadon and |K»wer ro a line ‘Soldier'*. The Sevendi fnCaMry was to ptpieci 
tiossing of the Meurrhe in its zone gis of the Division's right and hold th< Michel bridge she 

Dt 3 /D-Day, to rapidly establish a bridg^^ad on phase with appropriate forces until ^lieved by^^ 
limi 'Tace/' to advance aggressively with the oi most while the ,30th Infantry had a similar on the left 

speed, and seize Che high ground norcheasi of Si. Die and at the Clairefontairie bridge site 

phase line ''Soldier", and be prepared for funhet The 15 ih Infantry was to screm fhc asmnbly pf the 
aggressive action.^^ assault regiments and secure a line of ilepanufe for the 

It is a very significant fact that for all amphibious crossing, then employ all Us ocganic and attached 
assault operations against hostile shows or across defended weapons in direct supporc of the ccossing. Oj?i Division 
river iincs and for other assault operations the Third order the "Dragon*’ Regiment was to cross the Mnir the 
Infantr y Division in World War II had always employed River in the lone of either assault cegimenl prepared to 
the web- footed ‘Cotton Baler", or ’‘7fh Light Foot" passthrough. 

Infantry Regiment In the assault against French The Third Infantry Division fiatitle PalTol with a 
Morocco it was the Seventh and 30ih Infantries; in the forward obsetvation party provided by the Division 
assault wave. For the invasion of »SiciIy all three regi- Artilkry was to cross the Meurthe River and in C4mi«nt- 
ments threw in an assault battalion. Tq cross the swollen uc>n with Oie ^venth Infantry seize and bold the St., 
V“oliurnd in southern Italy the 7th infantty made the Michel bridge si tCv When contact was to be established 
main assault for the "Rock of the Marne ' Divistoti with the patrol would become attached to the Seventh 
the 1 5th Infantry on its right and the lOtb lnfamry in Infanrxy. 

reserve For the Anzio landing the Third Infantry The mission of Third Division A rriUery was 
Division again employed elements of all thive regitnems a preparation for thirty minutes prior to H-Hc*Ur on 
in the assault, as it bad for Sicily. In breaking out of vital rargers selected by the commanding of the 

the Anzid Beachhead the Seventh Infamry was in the as.«uli regiments, on Known and suspected enemy gup. 
center and captured Cistern a rdi-Lit|ofia In the invasipn loca tion^ and communicaiions centers. Close siipport -was 
of Southern France the Division teamed the 15th tb be rendered to the Infamry by massed fires on isuc- 
Infantry with the 'Cotton Bakt'' Regiment and held cessive objeciives and targets of oppcniunify 
the 30th Infantry in reserve again. And in ticular arrenfion to the e.^posed flanks' and the HurbadK 

November 1944 as the Tlnrd Division planned to force Valley Enemy observation and positions were to be 
a crossing of the Meurthe RiVer. ft Was a foregone ton ^ smoked on call The artillery Was to be prepared to mark 
clasion that the Seventh Iniantry wcul^^ get the nod with smoke, on call, targets to br identified for fighter 
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plans for the Meurtbe Rivet Crossing called for the bombers. The ami aircraft half tracks of the 441st Anti- 
7ih and 50rh Infantries to assemble under cover of Aircraft Artillery (AW) Battalion were to be employed 
darkness in forward areas by liT then cross the- Meurthe by the Actillery ro &ujjpoir the crqiisTng. by direct fire 
In assigned zones with principal Infantry elements at from dug -in positions. 

H-Hour and seize objectives indkar^d on phase line ^ 

Dog' v The units were then to epotdlnate rapidly, ton 
tldde ihe sdvanc^^ seizir phase line “Face" and b 



firouvelwum, V 
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The 10th Engineer Combat Battalion in con junction 
with the First Battalion. 36th Engineer Combat Bat- 
talion. was to operate assault rubber boats at the crossing 
sites for the Infantry. One Infantry foot bridge per 
assault battalion and one light assault bridge per assault 
Infantry combat team, at or near the assault crossing 
sites, were to be constructed. Dozers were to be provided 
near the assault crossing sites to assist in crossing water- 
proofed armored vehicles. Following crossing operations 
the Engineers were to support the attack with particular 
attention to mine and booby trap removal, bridge con- 
struction and road maintenance in the Division zone. 

The 756th Tank Battalion and 601st Tank Destroyer 
Battalion were ordered to assist the assault Infantry 
regiments in reconnaissance for crossing sites for armor, 
and for suitable routes in the zone of advance. The 
armor was to be placed in hull-down positions to support 
the Infantry crossings by direct fire. 

The 3rd Chemical Battalion was to assemble a smoke 
generator detachment with each regiment and be prepared 
on call to smoke the crossing areas and bridge sites after 
daylight, D-Day. The chemical mortars were to render 
maximum support to the crossing and subsequent 
advance. 

Colonel Ben Harrell and his Executive Officer. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Frank M. Izenour, and Major Jack M. 
Duncan, Regimental S-3, made plans for the “7th Light 
Foot’*. 

The Commanding Officer named the First Battalion 
under the command of Major Kenneth W. Wallace and 
the Second Battalion under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Clayton C. Thobro to be the assault battalions. 
Each was to cross one rifle platoon by assault boats during 
the early night of D-1 in the vicinity of Biarville and 
seize the line of departure for an early morning attack 
on D-Day. Then the two battalions were to move the 
remainder of their troops by vehicle during the hours 
of darkness from the bivouac areas in Fremifontaine and 
Pierrepont, via Autrey and Jeanmenil, to detrucking 
points in La Salle. The troops were then to march by 
foot commencing at 0100 D-Day, from La Salle to the 
two bridge sites and cross to assembly areas east of the 
Meurthe River. The first road east of the river between 
La Voivre and La Hollande was to be the line of 
departure for the morning attack. With the Second 
Battalon on the right the two assault battalions were to 
attack at H-Hour and seize initial objectives (sec Map 
No. 73) . The Red Troops were to take the road junction 
on the south edge of La Hollande and establish a block 
while the Second Battalion troops were to capture La 
^ Voivre and send elements for Objective “C" to the 
southeast and contact the Third Division Battle Patrol 
which was to seize the bridge site opposite St. Michel- 
sur-Mcurthe and establish a road block southeast on the 
St. Die road near La Pecheric. 

The Third Battalion, under the command of Major 
Glen E. Rathbun. and in reserve, was to closely follow 
the assault battalions from the bivouac areas to La Salle, 
by vehicle, then by foot over the bridges to the cast side 
of the river and be prepared to attack between the First 
and Second Battalions on Regimental order. 

The 1 0th Field Artillery Battalion. Cannon and 
Anti-Tank Companies. Company “A”, 601st Tank 
Destroyer Battalion. Company “A”, 756th Tank Bat- 
talion. Company “D“, 3rd Chemical Battalion. Detach- 
ment, 441st Anti-Aircraft Artillery (AW) Battalion, 



part of the Seventh Infantry Battle Patrol with twenty 
.50 calibre machine guns, and the First Platoon of the 
Third Reconnaissance Troop with six .50 calibre 
machine guns, were to support the attack from selected 
or direct fire positions from H-30 to H-Hour. 

The enemy was not expected to have the area east of 
the Meurthe River, in the zone of the Seventh Infantry, 
very heavily guarded though it was known he had been 
preparing defenses for some time with the use of forced 
labor. 

The night of 16-17 November 1944 the Seventh 
Infantry Battle Patrol sent a six-man patrol to the 
vicinity of St. Michcl-sur-Meurthe with the mission of 
crossing the Meurthe River and reconnoitering the east 
bank. The patrol failed to accomplish its mission due 
to the swiftness of the water and lost a boat in the 
attempt. The next night an officer and two enlisted men 
from the Battle Patrol, accompanied by three enlisted 
men of Company “A”, 10th Engineers, crossed the river 
by boat east of Biarville and reconnoitcred the east bank. 
No enemy were encountered. 

During the afternoon of 18 November the Seventh 
Infantry completed its short training program and pre- 
pared to break bivouac and to enter combat once more. 
D-Day was set for 20 November and H-Hour was named 
as 0645. 

During the short stay in the vicinity of Fremifontaine 
efforts were made to make the men as comfortable as 
possible with many being billeted in houses in Le Haute 
Ville and La Basse Ville. the two villages of Fremi- 
fentaine. Those who could not be billeted in houses 
were quartered in pyramidal tents in the Bois de St. 
Helene. The Regimental Special Service Officer. Captain 
Ralph S. Reed, prcKured quantities of wine which was 
distributed to the various companies on the afternoon 
of 18 November and that night those who desired “bent 
their elbows’* and imbibed the spirits. Two soldiers 
there were, in Company “I”, who consumed more than 
the average. As matters developed, on the next day as 
the company waited for transportation, one successfully 
contrived to avoid the impending campaign. He and a 
full blooded Indian from Oklahoma sat back against a 
haystack before an open fire. He kept goading the full 
blooded Indian who was called “Chief”, by extending 
one foot from under himself and saying, “Go ahead and 
shoot me. shoot me in the foot; I don’t care ’’ Then he 
would draw his foot back and say. “Wait awhile.” He 
repeated that act several times until the “Chief” said. 
“If you want me to shoot you I’m just the man that 
can do it.” Then once as he performed his act and 
repeated his request, he failed to withdraw his foot fast 
enough, for the Indian pulled his pistol and shot him 
clean through the foot. He then exclaimed, “Goddam 
Chief, you did.” 

First Lieutenant Denver C. Jividen. commanding 
officer of Company “I”, was summoned to the scene and 
sent the injured man off by ambulance to the Medical aid 
station from whence he never returned as his combat 
days were over. The Indian then proceeded to sober up 
and get ready for combat which he never shirked. On 
two previous cKcasions when officers and men had sought 
cover and concealment, the “Chief” had delivered such 
effective fire from his Browning automatic rifle that the 
enemy fire was neutralized. In the days to come the 
“Chief” again demonstrated his great personal bravery 
and courage which seemed to be almost superhuman. 
Upon more than one occasion he used his superior 
strength to aid and lighten the load of failing and lagging 
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vontt^d^^ Jrie w^s Ofje of the outstanding combat soldiers 
of the '"Cotton Baler" Regiment.^ 



casf of Biaryilk- Enemy ^tilkry interdicted the road 
junction neat NompaMize and caruised a few casualties 
but failed to slow up the operation: The First Battalion 
treK>ps marched to Bridce Sire Number Two via Norn 
patclizc and Biarvjlle. without^ loss of a man the 
Seventh Infantry troops crossed by the two foot bridges 
during the oigKjt. At D44^ tf» First and Secemd Battah 
ions were in position to atiaci at H-Hour* By 0600 the 
Third Battalion, which had followed the Second Bat' ^ 
talion route, 



7rh infantry CROSSES THE MEURTHE 
RIVER BY STEALTH AND ATTACKS 

■ v';;"v to the east ; ■ ’ ■ 

% tlK November 1944 two assault 

tfftev pl^oonSi Ons^ the Rpt: aad/!^cpn Bat- ■ 

moyM fh fhc: yicinity of Biarvillc by truclc. In 
fhje eMy night th^ rifie platoans were fenied acrps4 the 
fvto^rthe bv boats manned by personnel of the I Oih 
X^ombat Engineers. riflemen seized t hr : line of 
depaf f Ufe and dutpfmed fht graudd east of the river lo 
protect the fengmeeris who of 

two foot .bridges, one for each assault order 

to cPve.r the soiiind of tfw movement of the bridging 
eq oipmeh t to the eiyer/ the support bred one 

round every fifteen seconds' for twenty minute* into 
enemy defen^ieR on the east side of the river. The experi' 
end’d and capable 10th Engineers worked with amazrng 
efficiency and at 2000 the twofootbridges were completed 
and marked with illuminating signs. 

Meanwhile the "7fh Light Foot**, under the cover of 
darkom. functioned Like a well oiled macbrne. T^ 
Rcginientail Command Post cIo.'9ed out of Frrmtfontaine 
in Biarville at 1845. The ^cond Battalipii 
troops^ passed the IP in St. Helene by yehkleat 2X00 and 
dtttelced in La Salic at midnighf. The pirsr and Third 
Battalions fol loured at half-hour intemh by the dock. 
The Battle Patrol. Cannon Company, Anti-Tank Com- 
pany, at ( ached and tupporting w'caposs occupkd 
firingpostfions withouta hitch. V A 

The troops matched by foot to Nompakitze where a 
; (raffit conlrol post cstabli.shed by Regimental Head- 



rhe (iver and occupied reserve 



was across 

positiojis. 

Theold ytand by, the 1 0th Field Artillety Banarkm. 
the Third Infantry Dmsion ArtiJIety with the 9Xrd 
Armored Field Artillery Battalion attached, the 6(H 
Field Attillety Croup in dir^r support and Battery "/D[\ 
2 1 6th Anti -Aircyaft Artillery Battalion, in general sup-: 
ported, and all the attached and supporting weapons of 
the Regimenr opened up w»tth a terrific thirty rmniite 
prepafati.ojn on enemy defenses at: 06 15. At 0645 the 
preparatory fires lifted and the vSeye nth Infantry pushed 
cifi io the east in the a^tta^ik V : ^ : 

The Second Batraiion OH the advanced through 
heavily mined areas and rereived enemy arrUlety fire 
Some Rmall arms and machine gun te sistance were 
encountered bur overcome and the White Batta Hon troops 



a* THe ! 'Chief* ox Priviiu Hof CU^fs l*>aak PettVs. which Vi»4is fib 
aime, compirted the- Southern f‘f>acc, Vosges Mottiitjiiiif ixid 
VCoimar Pbefcet*’ CatR^fg»ts ^ItitUhr miorr t*yi be was 
: wcoflded during ih* Rtri«>r Rim CtVmng opeMtioo* d«r 

. mg the German C^nipa^n Tbe ' CTiicfV wa« never odSciaUif 
cited for gai^aotry but wj the opmk>n e^f the; writrt wsi one who 
was deWmog vf a wam. For tbt' tftooitng m 

»bo<>e the ' *^CbteF- was bebcigbi htfort. a Sjwcial Cvunn Martial 
. bcjard irt *4 iadged .iof vioUtvng rihe of the 

. ArtKiel of yyaf. He was rtUd StJidf <»f Private and 

thirds of his piv for a period «f sH In the 

opinion of m.i«y of bU . butkiies': the wronsj. loan was court - 
martialled- In their opinion the man Who ask<frf to be shot in 
ihe fooC should, ha \T been bivught JO trial frit the? btbtved that 
he bad sdt’cewrttnv i'Ontrived to avO«t bar>tdon^^ in the 

front fine* and the river crt>mng opetaltoh that wai about to 
• come off.. ■ 
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r'lNTAKIW MOVES UNOCR 
COVeR Of twoKf^s.ss TO fINAl 
'assemscm areas, ««pared to 

CROSS THE HeWTttCBfVER. FRANCE 
TO -20 NOVEMBESt 19 a*. 
MAP NO 74 
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entered the tP^vri nf VoU^re 07^5 As ‘’Easy' and 
Fox" Comp^nie^ilcanifd 0141 slire5ito Lj Voivre 
captuiing twenty eight "GepJ*ge" 

Comp<»n y . o ndw thr tommatui ot Csptaui 1 .cona r d D 
Hanney pushed on to the hridge s^^^ St. Nhchel- 

5t>r-Meurthc. 

!o the ear! y morn the crossing 

of La Me anhe;. Second L jeui®ctanL^ A Ibertson of 

Company ''E'\ Technical Serf^nf McKib 

ben and Technical Sergeant do^Tplv S- who 

Was wounded in the action. "F". and 

Staff Sergeant Harry E ‘G 

w^ho was also Avounded in ^ fof 

rhemscives w’^hile leading 

The Firsi Battahon on the with ’BajkcT" 

and "Charlie" compainieji und^t fhe cp^^ of CCaptain 
James B. Rkh* Jr.. 4dd Malcolm B. 

Ton e y r expect ryely;, a nd held ‘ A FW ^ Co mpan v under 
f he fomrrtatid t>f First Lf^iilcnam Rt?be?c E, Evan s in 
reserve The tronns crossed 400 yards of Jteodf.iT 
then moved through a 100 yard hdf s^^ 
mines Heavy casualties were^ffered in rJ^ mirir helch 
but the momentum of the assault Orver 
At 0800 thr assault corripan% c>f thy 
bad acixed their first ob jecrivir tl)^ road topetion and 
ground $outh of HoJbndc and esubfished it road 
block on the road going ewst. With hardly ^ the 
assault companies drove on toward their secand QhfecJiyr^ 
the hill .approjcitnatrly one mite to fiht ^nd Avbkh 
overlooked che^ fowrft of FJnrbache. As ther appts>ached 
itAcresif^ they were sub jected to rn tense fire from a strong 
forte of Germ an ttficTne n h«l w a r ked by t wer inachi ni ■ 
gun? f Of midabl y cmpl aoH> Drisdn^ thc^ Germans befoty 
them thv Red Bafralion troops tire crest of fhe 

hill and 'Chaflif ' Company imiefed the to w^ of 
bat he at 1 615 to help ^Oth lftfantry elcinenfs clear 
I'he Red Battalion troops remained in I hirbache and on 
hi]] bnsB tb? ne^xf m 

For the F^t Bartafe davf Stal tSergeanx W 

stop F, Pjem: and Sergeant ^ both oL 

Company ' Frivar^* Ftr?;i Claw: Richard P ; 

Dimedio of Compaaf 'C'' r^fformed gal AH 

thmvmen were wounded <h4nng the acriopf 

The Third Batia! ion placed its three rifle corn pAni^ 
abreast along the ftrisi road east of the MeU rthe Rivxr i^ind 
while W'^aiting to be committed suffered many ca.^«att»ei 
from mines and enemy Artillery- At 0825 Colonel Harrell 
ordered Majoi Rarhbun to com mil bis troops between 
the First and Second Battarions, which was dene inf mcdi - 
aielv '‘R.ing" Company under the Firsi 

LJeutenant Ralph Payne Ud off 
Ivavily mimd areas in the face of 
"LOee ■ Company commanded fay CapfMn 
Terry and "Item" Company under First Lkutrnani 
Denver C JiVtden foUenyed in order Af teir payh ng 
throogb the mine fields tiie battaliof} moved raiptdiv 
At. 1 015 ' ‘King" Company way on Fatfoly 

were sent to the jtouiheast len* HH 
Alajof Rathbun’y troopy moved fapidly and had 
sri7.ed Dcnipaire hj 2100 fa setting the town the Bao 
ttUort overran enemy attijlery positions and ‘thot up an 
enemy honie, column vvhich was being, brought up to 
wiihdr;<w the ariiHerY pieces. Much booty indudmg a 
new foemy flak wagon was raptured 

For the Third Battalion on 2{> Novembet 1044. 
^cor»d Lifutenanr Donald F Stegmann of Company 
"K" and Private Jidio G. Esquibcl of* Company ‘ M*' 
displayed gallantrY. Members of the Medical Detatb- 
ment w*ho distinguished themselves were Caprafn Robert 
Donnelly. Ataff Sergeant Robert B Cram! and Pris^atc 
First. Class Guy W. Dodson.®’ 



The crossiiig ol (W Maicthc on 20 November 1944 
was a very suacssfuf opera ri on. The Seventh Infantry/ 
and the fOth on its left, had caught the Germans off 
balance. Thy sector ihaugh wijj prepared for delen.se was 
undermanned The he^vuly sow'p mine fields apd coemy 
aitillcty fife Was a very serious ohsude. however, and 
m . spite ol the- seeming eas? with Which the "Cotton 
B^C<T cyecuicd its misstons, seSTre casualties 

Wfe J'atffered A total of 167 casualties were sustained 
by chg the rnommg of 20 November 

194:4 t Vo ottifcrs and c^'enU'-Aine enlisted men sacri 
fed lives Thar dav that the Regiment amid move 
t o accontpKsh its mission. 




TbreT of (he .(»0 'Xo«W>n kOltd iw «ctfon donng tlK 

.f0^24 NpVrmbpf l?4^. ( I ) f L«. Fbrrw.f H. Cijkm^n Jr. 

fe '*M''v Vt t Lx 4^ L Grcoif. Co, >0d (V) 7 It 
t w (t n« i . 5 Ch- ' 

Foriv entprif w‘er< captured and 4 small number 
wlwndcd; According to the majofsry of rjb^ pikoners. ouc 
VVek did not come as a .Vrpthc, tfeugh pFcour^. they 
hVi feinti that iy would ocrUf on any given day, 

fjv>w^veK the increased! Novemhet 

the enemy ro assume rh 4 t hut war, tmminem 

4nd.:fb<^- artilkry fire on suengthorred 

rife belVf Nearly all of the prfeuers reaU that thetr 
Mfutthe positions could dp 66 feuv tton the 

advance; positions had not tkvb completed v\nd were 
gieaff.y under manned, whiijt wm aptlvvinustT^I'^d bv the 
7 : 27^6 GR. 716 Infantry pm^wv whi^ 
kildV^t^f ^i^'tfor svirh only tV>ffV A shortage of men 
V^as VisponSthk the Jxk of or[itfeHts^ whkh somewhat 
ths; l^ek; of enetTV tiver 

^to?s<ibg h^saif The Traction ftttm com- 

]VrtV xornmamfes dowb to riflvbVpi onr of fesig- 
fetVs Th^y all compfained^ 

i Vk of taiion epneernmg fh< t^Ttcal si tu ation and 
poor ieadmhip on the pin of tM banaHon and regi 
menral ofliertV LhtIrR any th future 
operatrdns^^ fe There ®otnc talk of a 

"final" winter the high Vosges 

Thcte wer(t no indVatio jof ant and the prison 
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^(ivanter Defeosys w?iv sfRI Incompk^^ and Rnsaiaas and 
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AUack W 3 iT of » delaying- the axis of our 
adS'ance, Three new haftalijOrt^ WfW in front 
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the 202nd MounWin 7! 6th FusiUer Battaiion 

and elements of a Cossack Buycle training hatcalion 
Wh ile the I n f an t ry c t osised t be M mil he; Fn gineers 
worked to construct tread way and baiky hridges ig tlte 
vkinity^f St. Mkhel-snr-Mcucfhe and wsre by 

millery lire, Eleven tanks and sit tank de^frefers crossed 
over the tread way bridge during the morning and were 
temporarily attached to tJie First Battalion. Another lank 
attempting to ford the fiver sank out of sight in rhe 
raging torrent. 



reswtaoce but in Navemont, the enemy was 
in formidahle .strength and prepared to fight with 
fnrf and determinarion to hold the town An all day 
fight resuhed^ wwjl ahead of the 

company and occupied the first house tn town without 
encountering enemy fire. Two assault platoons follow 
across 400 yards of bare. coverk$s terrain^ Midway to 
its goalw these platnons encountered heavy fire from enemy 
fiakwagohs Oft #.hjg ridge 500 Y^rds to their figlit 
front. Led by First Lieutenant Robert A, Evans, the 
Company Cominandrr. ihv Third Platoon and the 
Company OP Group stormed ihcough this fire to the 
hoU5fi. The First Platoon which was in a yorteg of flak 
and men at fire, crossed the open field in short rudies 

As the: men moved harward across the bare ekpanse of 

was ^neifated. three dermans KiiM. siKteen captured <>P<0 ground/ enemy rifiemcn fired at them from concea 

Then fhe Fhst and 

Platoons advanced 100 yards fhrotigh macbini* gun and The two assault platoons of Company "A ‘' engaged 
bazooka fire to blast a German xilk squad from a position | Strong enemy force emplaced in the adjoining bou.se 
in a building, ‘’Charlie'’ Company then chared Launois approsimateir one hundred yards away, in an hour - 
and Marie as ’‘Baker*' Cortipany occupied Hill 627. long fire fight Two tanks were brought op for support, 
organized its defense and bkxked the road bur as they came abreast of thi: first house/ one was 

The Third Battalion mean wbih advanerd the knocked out by 77mm fire from the Hdge and the other 

road to St Jean d'Ottnont and seized was forced to wlthdraw^ An assaait squad ftaoked tb^ 

receiVirtg fire from two enemy self pitipetied and German strongpoint from the left, fired- rifle grciiades 



7th INFANTRY PUSHES ON TO THE EAST 

Th€ Seventh Infantry pushed on to the east on 21 
November 1944. The First Bat tation struck across open 
epufitty and fanned out ‘'Able"’ Company advanced on 
Ta Fom^ which it seized without resis^tame, How- 
ever ’‘Chafhc** Coenpany tame under furioos and witficr 
ing fire on the outskirts of l^aiinois from an estimared 
company of Germans, emplaced In buildings and 
equipped with bazookas. I wo machine guns and a variety 
of small arms. While the First and Serond Platoons laid 
down a base of fire, the Third Piatoon plunged thtougb 
machine gun crossfire to Sform the hi^rtle positions, 'Fhe 
intrepid assault overvvhHmcd the enemy forte. The town 

1 , - . , ^ ~ ' 

and the rest driven back 
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2 Lm. Conklin H Ciougb were each awarded ihc Silver Star 
Medal. 
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destroyer, the Second Platoon of “Able" Company 
advanced into this maelstrom of German fire, suffering 
casualties almost instantly. The light tanks detonated 
mines which blew off their tracks. Alone, the Infantry- 
men fought their way forward, yard by yard and inch 
by inch, reaching the first block of houses after an hour 
ot alternate rushing and crawling through fire. 

Then the task of clearing the compact group of houses 
began in earnest. A squad from the Third Platoon rushed 
forward across fifty yards of open terrain in a flank 
attack on an enemy house-stronghold. Machine gun fire 
blazed at the “Cotton Balers” at a range of seventy-five 
yards. 

Supporting tanks and 60mm mortars opened up on 
an enemy flakwagon and destroyed it. Harassing fire 
continued from the ridge, however, as the “Cotton 
Balers” worked their way forward from house to house, 
blasting the Germans from their positions at point-blank 
range. First Lieutenant Evans led an assault squad in 
storming a house with hand grenades, captured eleven 
dazed Germans, then received volley after volley of 
German fire from the adjoining building only fifteen 
yards away. 

The enemy placed an artillery concentration on the 
area, despite the fact that combat was occurring at such 
close range that shells threatened both sides impartially. 
In an effort to use his position as an artillery observation 
post, First Lieutenant Evans sent Private First Class 
Albert J. Limpp back for wire, but the runner was killed 
by a sniper's bullet. Isolated in its advance position, the 
squad was pounded by shells while rifle bullets shattered 
the windows and dug into the walls. The Germans 
inside the building pleaded with their captors to sur- 
render. but the squad doggedly held on. The squad leader 
then took two men, and, plunging through a hail of fire, 
rushed the enemy-held house. Hurling hand grenades 
and firing through the rear doorway, the three men 
engaged the Germans inside the building until the rest 
of the platoon reached them. Storming the house, they 
then captured twenty-six Germans, including a battalion 
commander and his executive officer. Meanwhile the First 
Platoon leapfrogged its squads from one house to the 
next, driving the enemy back relentlessly and clearing 
fifteen buildings. Forcing its way into a building behind 
a storm of hand grenades, the platoon overpowered 
seventeen Germans in a brief, but fierce fire fight. 

During the afternoon. Companies “B” and “C” 
enveloped the town from the flanks, joined forces on a 
ridge and blocked the enemy's escape. Although wounded 
in the leg that day. Captain James B. Rich, commanding 
“Baker” Company, led his Third Platoon in a charge on 
the remaining houses in Nayemont. Striking swiftly from 
an unexpected direction, the Third Platoon overran two 
German platoons. 39 prisoners were taken and an 
unknown number killed. 

“Able” and “Charlie” Companies completed the 
mopping up before dusk, took a total of 85 prisoners 
and killed or wounded an estimated 50. Nayemont was 
taken and the First Battalion dug in for the night on the 
outskirts of the town. The speed and fearlessness with 
which First Lieutenant Evans had led “Able” Company 
into the town had resulted in its principal portion being 
cleared by his company. In a subsequent action he was 
killed. 

In addition to First Lieutenant Evans, Staff Sergeant 
Bennie A. Eye, Sergeant William A. Corbe and Private 
Chester F. Davis, all of Company “A”, and Private 
William M. Chaves, Jr., of Company “D”, covered 
themselves with honor during the fighting for Naye- 
mont.®® 



After Nayemont was taken the Regimental Battle 
Patrol advanced east on the Saales road about a mile and 
encountered mined enemy road blocks and enemy troops 
supported by an anti-tank gun just south of Hill 752. 

THIRD BATTALION LIBERATES 
SAALES. ALSACE 

The Third Battalion came out of reserve, passed 
through the Second Battalion and continued the attack 
during the night of 22-23 November 1944. The road 
block which had been encountered by the Battle Patrol 
was by-passed to the south by Major Rathbun’s Third 
Battalion troops and at 0100 “Item” Company seized 
the town of La Grande Fosse. 

“King” Company led the Third Battalion in a 
continuation of the attack from La Grande Fosse at 
0430. In the inky blackness the troops ran smack into a 
Kraut roadblock which was unarmed however. Fearing 
the roadblock might be flanked with mines. First Lieu- 
tenant Ralph W. Payne, the Company Commander, 
ordered the men to scale the ten foot barrier of logs. 
Over they went and on through the mud and drizzling 
rain toward Saales. to reach it before morning light 
should foil their plans. “Love” Company followed and 
discovered there were no mines near the block. Company 
“K” hit the outskirts of Saales at 0730 receiving very 
little small arms fire from the Boche who were just 
getting up and coming out of their hutments to their 
emplacements. The Germans had expected the Yanks, 
but not for several days. One of the Krauts came out of 
his hutment with raincoat and overcoat thrown over his 
rifle and of course never got the opportunity to fire a shot. 
The “Cotton Balers” jumped over the dugouts. many of 
which were relics of World War I, cleaned them out. cut 
the barbed wire and moved through the elaborate B(xhe 
winter line of defense. An enormous amount of equip- 
ment was captured and it was discovered the Germans 
still had not completed their defensive line. One enemy 
sniper who saw the Third Battalion troops coming took 
a hasty shot then headed for the woods but was later 
captured. 

The Third Battalion's Forward Observation Post was 
set up in a house at the western edge of the town. Just 
as “Item” Company passed they received anti-tank fire, 
making things warm for the “Cotton Baler” Riflemen. 
It was the first anti-tank fire received in the town. Within 
ten minutes “Love” Company charged into the town, 
killed ten enemy and took ten prisoners. The Germans, 
after discovering Americans in their midst, opened up 
with small arms fire. 20mm flakwagons and light mor- 
tars. In the center of the town where the German Gestapo 
had its headquarters, men of Company “L” walked in 
on a German officer who stated that it was impossible 
for the Americans to be in town. But a “Tommy” gun 
stuck in his ribs convinced him differently. From another 
building “Cotton Balers” had roasted duck and hot 
coffee for chow, a little delicacy left behind by the retreat- 
ing Boche. A forty-man group of Germans tried a futile 
counter-attack against “Love” Company but they were 
completely routed in twenty minutes time. 

Though the Germans in Saales were taken completely 
by surprise by the Third Battalion troops, they did not 
quit without a fight. Company ”K” became engaged in a 
stiff fight after the surprise effects had worn off. 



89 GOS No. 40. 171. 177, 256 B 299. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 27 
Dec. '44, 9 Feb.. 22 ^ 25 May » 15 July '45. 1 Lt. Evans 
16 Sgt. Chaves, both posthumously, S/Sgt. Eye, Sgt. Corbe B 
Pvt. Davis were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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When an 88mm gun fired on his platoon from a 
concealed position, halting it and causing several casual- 
ties. Private First Class Emil Stefek, Jr., of Company 
“K”, left cover to locate and destroy the hostile weapon. 
Armed only with an M-1 rifle, he rushed ten yards 
through heavy sniper fire and assumed a firing position 
behind the inadequate cover of a water fountain. As the 
“88" fired at him from a range of only 200 yards and 
a German sniper severely wounded him. Private First 
Class Stefek engaged the enemy and dispatched two of 
the 88mm gun crew with his M-1 rifle. When he 
attempted to continue his lone battle, his rifle jammed. 
With a third German running toward the "88" he had 
no time to eliminate the stoppage. With only seconds to 
spare, he dashed to a Browning Automatic Rifleman, 
seized his weapon, and returned with it to his position 
behind the fountain just as the German had completed 
loading and laying the "88". One burst from the auto- 
matic rifle killed the new German gunner as he was about 
to fire. Private First Class Stefek’s bold attack on the 
strong enemy position in Saales disorganized the remain- 
ing German force in the town, enabling the temporarily 
halted troops to drive forward, eliminate all sniper 
resistance, capture large enemy stores and seize intact an 
elaborate trench and concrete pillbox system which the 
enemy had had no time to man. The brave and cour- 
ageous young man died of his wounds that day. For the 
extraordinary heroism which he displayed that morning 
Private First Class Emil Stefek, Jr., was posthumously 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. 

The Third Battalion continued fighting from house 
to house inside the town, pot-shooting at snipers and 
clearing out the remaining troops left behind. The bat- 
talion captured two 88mm guns and two smaller calibre 
anti-tank guns, a large amount of ammunition and the 
prize booty of all. the German SS troop and Gestapo 
Headquarters, with all its records intact. It was the first 
such headquarters taken by any VI Corps unit. Four 
enemy Infantry companies plus one engineer company 
had been completely taken by surprise. They put up a 
stiff fight but were no match for Major Rathbun's Third 
Battalion "Cotton Balers", who were in complete 
possession of Saales at 1535. Three strong blocks were 
established around the town, one by Company "I" on 
the road south to Nouveau Saales, one by Company "L" 
on the road to the east toward Bourg-Bruche and one 
by Company "K" on the road to the north by St. Barbe. 
The Battalion Observation and Command Post were 
sei up in the town. 

The capture of Saales by the Third Battalion in its 
lightning night move marked another first for "Cotton 
Baler" troops. They were the first Third Infantry Divis- 
ion and VI Corps troops into the ancient province of 
Alsace, and Saales was the first Alsatian town to be freed. 
It marked the first real breakthrough of the enemy’s 
Vosges winter line and broke any hope the Germans had 
of holding there until spring. Saales was the key spot of 
the German drafted-labor movement in that part of 
France. Men of French and Russian descent were brought 
to Saales, put into German uniforms and forced to con- 
struct elaborate defenses by cutting timber, stringing 
barbed wire and digging trenches and emplacements. But 
they were never able to finish, for they were pulled out 
just a short while before the "Cotton Balers" entered the 
town. During the entire operation the Blue Battalion 
had been out of communication with Regimental Head- 
quarters and was completely on its own. Major Rathbun 
paid high tribute to his troops when he said, "The men 
were superb and operated perfectly." 

Private First Class Ruben Caesar of Company "M" 
and Private James H. Robertson of Company "L" won 



honors during the early morning fighting in Saales. 
Colonel Ben Harrell personally directed the operations 
which removed the blocks before the town.®^ 

The First Battalion moved by truck from Nayemont 
through La Grande Fosse and detrucked at the little 
settlement of Beausoleit. Colonel Harrell had ordered the 
First Battalion troops to move to the heights of St. 
Barbe then assist the Third Battalion in clearing Saales. 
The Red troops executed their maneuver but when they 
entered Saales in the afternoon they found the Third 
Battalion troops already in complete possession. 

FIRST BATTALION CAPTURES BOURG- 
BRUCHE IN STIFF FIGHT 
23-24 NOVEMBER 1944 

At 1730, 23 November 1944 the First Battalion 
moved out in a column of companies from Saales to 
attack the neighboring town of Bourg-Bruche. There 
the Germans had marshaled a powerful striking force 
and were on the verge of counter-attacking the Third 
Battalion to recapture Saales. but once again Colonel 
Harrell foiled the enemy's plans by throwing a hard- 
hitting battalion at him before he could get set. 

Approximately 1 50 yards beyond Saales forward 
elements of Company "B " encountered heavy machine 
gun and rifle fire from both sides of the road. Fighting 
in the deceptive light of dusk, the Third Platoon cap- 
tured 1 6 Germans, wounded and killed an undeter- 
mined number and put the rest to flight. Staff Sergeant 
James P. Wils was honored for the part he played during 
the action.®^ 

At 1930 hours, the First Battalion resumed its advance 
along the highway. After proceeding approximately one 
mile, blasts of machine gun crossfire and rifle-launched 
grenades flayed the troops of "Baker" Company which 
was in the assault. Reconnaissance disclosed that a strong 
German force was defending the railroad overpass at 
Brehimoulin, which had been partially demolished by 
explosives. Huge chunks of concrete blocked the highway 
where it passed beneath the railroad. Two machine guns 
on the embankment rained fire on the advancing troops 
and caused four casualties with the first blasts of fire. 
Rifle grenadiers moved ahead and blasted the enemy posi- 
tions. Riflemen moved to within 25 yards of the under- 
pass. The light was so weak and uncertain that the 
soldiers were obliged to fire at the muzzle blasts from 
the enemy weapons. The Germans then sent a platoon 
to strike at the left flank of Company "B" but the enemy 
force stupidly silhouetted itself on the embankment and 
was decimated by grenades and rifle fire. 

Withering fire from the men in Company "B” grad- 
ually drove the stubborn enemy from the forward slope 
of the embankment. Second Lieutenant Joseph J. Gross, 
leader of the First Platoon, then led three successive 
advances to seize the top of the embankment, but each 
time his men were hurled back by machine gun fire from 
a building 50 yards to their right. Disregarding a storm 
of fire, Second Lieutenant Gross climbed the embank- 
ment alone, located the German machine gun position 
and directed Private First Class James J. Horne, a rifle 
grenadier, to knock it out. As Private First Class Horne 
stepped to the top of the embankment a rifle grenade hit 

For authority see GO 16, Hq. 7th Army. 23 Jan. 1945. 
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fifteen yards fforn him and enemy bullets barely missed 
him. CooWy taking aim he sent three rifle grenades 
through a window of the house, knocked out the machine 
gun and killed four Germans. As a result the vehicle with 
a mounted machine gun. in the underpass, withdrew and 
Company "B” was able to continue its advance. 

As the beaten enemy withdrew toward Bourg-Bruche. 
the First Battalion troops resumed their advance. A tank 
dozer began to clear the cement blocks and rubble around 
the overpass so that the road could be reopened for armor 
and vehicles. The First and Third Platoons of “Baker ' 
Company drove on for the crossroads of Les Paires west 
of the railroad at Bourg-Bruche. where there were three 
houses just to the south and one to the north. 

Breaking into the first house with hand grenades and 
blazing Browning automatic rifles, the First Platoon 
captured three and killed a fourth German. The Germans 
were formidably emplaced in two of the other buildings 
and dominated the crossing with their fire. Flakwagon 
and “88“ shells deluged the intersection with continuous 
and accurate fire. The intrepid First Platoon surged for- 
ward, lost two men killed and five wounded and became 
halted. 

Second Lieutenant Wendell D. Leavitt left the one 
building in “Baker” Company hands and ran 300 yards 
back to friendly armor, despite the enemy shells. He 
mounted a supporting tank and guided it forward. 
Despite the heavy small arms fire that ricochetted off the 
tank and rifle grenades that exploded within twenty 
yards of him. he rode atop the tank until he brought it 
into position 75 yards from the enemy. Then directing 
the fire of the tank’s 76mm cannon he temporarily 
silenced the German 88mm and flak guns. He then 
pounded the enemy-held buildings where the German 
Infantry was entrenched and directed the tank's machine 
gun fire at a church steeple occupied by an enemy sniper. 
Assault elements of the First and Third Platoons then 
charged forward, broke their way into the building- 
strongholds and destroyed Germans in room to room 
battles in the pitch black darkness, killed four of the 
enemy, captured thirteen and put the rest to flight. 

As “Baker” Company fought for the Les Paires Cross- 
roads. “Charlie” Company drove up the right side of 
the highway and penetrated into Bourg-Bruche proper. 
The Third Platoon which had been reduced to only nine 
men by the bitter fighting in the Vosges, occupied a 
large house, well in advance of the main positions of 
the assault companies. The platoon, which comprised 
four experienced soldiers, four raw reinforcements and 
an aid man. was subjected to an all-night ordeal of pan- 
zerfaust, rifle and hand grenade fire. Surrounded and 
besieged by a determined enemy force, the small group, 
under the leadership of Staff Sergeant Michael A. Ernst, 
held its position alone and unaided for five hours. The 
front and rear doors were blown apart. Approximately 
twenty grenades and rockets exploded inside the large, 
ramshackle building and transformed the rooms into an 
inferno of flying shards of steel. One man was so deaf- 
ened by the concussion from the constant explosions that 
he lost his hearing. After two and one-half hours of 
fighting, a squad of Germans assaulted the house, hurled 
half a dozen grenades through the battered windows and 
demanded that the skeleton platoon surrender. The val- 
iant defenders replied by throwing hand grenades back 
at their assailants, caused heavy casualties and forced 
the Germans to abandon their efforts to take the building 
by storm. 

Another group also found itself under virtual siege 
in a captured house. First Lieutenant Melvin L. Groot, 
Privates First Class Arthur J. Binder. Merle M. Dett- 
barn, Ervin E. St. Pierre, and Private Paul V. Huston 



were wounded at the outset by a hail of German grenades 
and rockets. Barricading all entrances with furniture, the 
men held out all night against successive forays by a 
strong enemy assault force, which was familiar with 
every street and house in the town. Fighting with gren- 
ades and rifles, the determined “Cotton Balers” stuck 
grimly to their post, despite overwhelming odds, until 
the coming of daylight enabled them to break through 
the cordon thrown around them. 

After inspiring his small platoon to hold off the Ger- 
mans through the night. Staff Sergeant Michael A. Ernst 
made a reconnaissance to the front at daylight and ob- 
served two Germans near a pill box. Moving to within 
ten yards of the strongpoint he persuaded the two enemy. 
wMth his pointed rifle, to surrender. He then called on 
Germans in nearby positions to capitulate and succeeded 
in taking a total of 5 1 prisoners. 

At daybreak, a company of Germans infiltrated to 
the First Battalion’s rear, captured a medical jeep and 
four American prisoners. The jeep was then used to set 
up a road block at Road Junction 514 by the big bend 
south of Bourg-Bruche. Company “L” of the Blue Bat- 
talion moved out of Saales to destroy and remove the 
block. As two German guards led the four American 
captives through Bourg-Bruche, the First Sergeant of 
Company “C” spotted them. At one hundred yards range 
he shot and killed both Germans and freed the prisoners. 

Meanwhile the First and Third Platoons of “Charlie” 
Company joined forces and proceeded to clean out the 
houses on the right side of the east-west road which 
runs through Bourg-Bruche. The Second Platoon fol- 
lowed in support. The attack occurred under continuous 
fire from powerful enemy artillery emplaced on a ridge 
running north-south and masking the eastern portion of 
the town. The ridge contained a long communications 
trench and heavily fortified emplacements. Pressing their 
attack, the two platoons reached a tavern near a railroad 
underpass, where they remained despite concentrated 
mortar, machine gun and rifle fire. Using the attic of the 
tavern as an observation post, they directed artillery fire 
on the German gun emplacements, knocked out an “88”. 
blew up an ammunition dump and destroyed a dug-in 
20mm flakwagon. 

While “Baker” and “Charlie” Companies were battl- 
ing. Lieutenant Colonel Kenneth W. Wallace commit- 
ted “Able” Company in an attack on the eastern section 
of the town. 

Company “A” drew furious blasts of flak and machine 
gun fire, then received intensive mortar concentrations. 
Second Lieutenant Lawrence J. Tracy Jr., First Sergeant 
Francis M. Herring and Private First Class Samuel Mcr- 
lino were killed early in the fight. The Third Platoon 
stormed forward nevertheless and succeeded in capturing 
nine Germans and two flak wagons. Resistance began 
breaking. 

Companies “B” and “C” occupied positions in a clus- 
tei of buildings and rained fire on the Germans emplaced 
on the ridge. By mid-afternoon they had killed a large 
number and silenced two machine guns. Friendly mor- 
tars and artillery pounded the forward slope of the ridge, 
and in an effort to kill as many Germans as possible, 
forward observers brought fire to within fifty yards of 
their own positions. 

At about 1300 hours, the Third Platoon of Com- 
pany “C” assaulted the communications trench dug into 
the ridge. As the platoon surged up the hill slope enemy 
resistance collapsed and approximately 85 prisoners were 

GO No. 130, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 13 April '•^ 5 . Pfe Horne was 

awardc<l the Silver Star Medal. 
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taken. Remnants of the battered German garrison fled 
from Bourg-Bruche. By 1630 the town was firmly in 
the hands of the First Battalion, except for isolated 
snipers. Approximately 200 prisoners had been taken 
and 75 of the enemy killed. The remainder of the enemy 
force scattered through the Vosges in a desperate, but 
unsuccessful, attempt to avoid capture or destruction. 
The bloody night and day battle for Bourg-Bruche had 
pulverized a strong German force. 

FIRST BATTALION IS CITED BY THE 
PRESIDENT 

For its outstanding performance in action during the 
period of 20-24 November 1944 in its rapid crossing 
ox^ the Meurthe River and the capture of Nayemont and 
Bourg-Bruche, the First Battalion, Seventh Infantry, 
received the Presidential Unit Citation. 

Second Lieutenant Gross, who was killed in a sub- 
sequent action. Second Lieutenant Leavitt and Staff Ser- 
geant Ernst were cited for the gallantry they displayed 
during the fighting for Bourg-Bruche. Others also cited 
for actions during the same fighting were First Lieuten- 
ant Walter R. Warne and Private First Class John A. 
Henrich, both of Company “D"; Sergeant Homer E. 
Probst, Technician Fifth Grade William H. Healy, Pri- 
vate First Class Phillip A. Brandenburg and Private 
Arthur Benjamin, all of Company “A"; and Private 
First Class John Gojmerac of Company “B".*^® 

The Second Battalion, which remained in La Grande 
Fosse in Regimental Reserve the night of 23-24 Novem- 
ber 1944, sent a strong patrol to Bonne Fontaine and to 
the road junction farther south. At dawn the White Bat- 
talion troops marched from La Grande Fosse through 
Beausoleit to Les Frenots then cut southeast to Nouveau 
Saales and across country to Le Han where an enemy 
force was overcome in a brief fire fight and 28 prisoners 
of war taken. The battalion moved north from Le Han 
and cut the Bourg-Bruche-La Salee road about two- 
thirds of a mile east of Bourg-Bruche. Company “F” 
was left there to block the road and the remainder of 
the battalion moved on to contact enemy in the vicinity 
of Petite Alhan and Hill 679. A fight ensued with small 
arms and machine guns and the Second Battalion troops 
captured 5 1 prisoners of war during the night. Company 
"F" was relieved of its road block by Company “C" and 
rejoined the battalion. 

Meanwhile the Third Battalion had moved out of 
Saales. The block the enemy had established at Road 
Junction 514 was eliminated and the troops passed 
through the First Battalion troops in Bourg-Bruche at 
1545 to continue the attack to the north. Enemy resist- 
ance was encountered but overcome and at 1840 Com- 
panies “K” and “L” were on the objective, the second 
railroad crossing north of Bourg-Bruche and southeast 
of Saulxures. Company *T' trailed and was at the first 
railroad crossing west of Tifanrupt. Twenty-three pris- 
oners of war had been taken during the advance. 

The rapid advances of the Seventh Infantry after 
crossing the Meurthe River had smashed through the 
German winter line in the Vosges. By keeping at least 
one battalion always in the attack, even at night. Colo- 
nel Harrell had given the enemy no rest or opportunity 
to get set. The Krauts were always kept off-balance and 
rocked back on their heels with devastating blows to the 
head and body. The going was tough on the "Cotton 
Baler" boys, but they were made of stern stuff and stood 
up under the terrific strain. 

Meanwhile the 30th Infantry, on the left, hurried 
to keep pace with the Seventh Infantry, A task force 
consisting of 15th Infantry elements was organized and 



thrown into the fray. In conjunction with a battalion 
from the 30th Infantry the task force captured Saulxures. 
The Seventh Infantry passed to Division reserve as the 
15th Infantry task force and 30th Infantry elements 
moved on to the main road and pushed north. 

Early 25 November 1944 the Blue Battalion moved 
by foot through St. Blaise La Roche to Fouday then 
turned east and assembled in Le Trouchy. 

As the Third Infantry Division, due to the magnifi- 
cent work of its assault battalions, had smashed through 
the German Winter Line and was way ahead of all 
other VI Corps units, the Seventh Infantry, which 
smashed main defenses, got the mission on 25 Novem- 
ber of protecting the Division's rear and exposed right 
flank as the 15th and 30th Infantries chased the fleeing 
Kraut toward Strasbourg. 

The First Battalion (reinforced) was kept motorized 
and assembled in Bourg-Bruche while the Second Bat- 
talion was assembled near the main road by La Goutelle. 

The Third Battalion (reinforced) protected the Divis- 
ion's axis of supply and communication by defending 
the southeast open flank with strong road blocks and 
strong combat patrols. Company "I" established a block 
at Colroy-la-Roche and sent patrols toward Ranrupt. 
An enemy road block consisting of riflemen and machine 
guns was encountered. Company "L" established a block 
at Le Trouchy. Patrols to Waldersbach encountered a 
strong enemy road block consisting of fallen trees, rifle- 
men and machine guns. Fire was received from what was 
believed to be an enemy self-propelled gun and mortars 
in Waldersbach. Artillery was directed into the town, 
and patrols which later entered Waldersbach reported 
two enemy 75mm howitzers had been knocked out by 
the fire. A bridge in the town was blown as the enemy 
had withdrawn. Company "K" established a block 
southeast from Rothau and during the night of 25-26 
November sent patrols into Neuviller and Natzviller, but 
failed to contact any enemy. Another block was estab- 
lished by Company "K" in Solbach and patrols sent to 
the east. 

The Regimental Command Post closed out of Saales 
and opened in Rothau. The Third Infantry Division con- 
tinued its rapid advance east through the LaBruche River 
Valley on 26 November. The 15th Infantry advanced 
without opposition from Schirmeck to the outskirts of 
Mutzig while the 30th Infantry seized the towns of 
Grendelbruch, Laubenheim and Mollkirch against light 
opposition. 

Meanwhile the Second French Armored Division, 
fighting for the XV Corps on the left of the VI Corps, 
made a spectacular dash through the Saverne Gap and 
captured all of Strasbourg, except a bridgehead the Ger- 
mans held on to in the vicinity of the Kehl bridges. 

7th INFANTRY MOVES INTO STRASBOURG 
THE NIGHT OF 26-27 NOVEMBER 1944 

From its command post in Mullerhof on 26 Novem- 
ber the Third Infantry Division issued orders for the 
continuance of its advance to the historic Rhine River.*® 



For authority see GO 254, Hq. 3d Inf. Div.. 14 July l‘J45, 

95 GOs No. 1 1, 70. 89. 120, 161 & 235, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 11 
Jan., 26 Feb., 9 Mar., 6 April, 14 May © 29 June '45. 1 Lt. 
Warne & Pfe Henrich were each awarded the First Oak Leaf 
Cluster to the Silver Star Medal. 2 Lt. Gross, posthumously. 
2 Lt. Leavitt. S/Sgt. Ernst. Sgt. Probst. T/5 Healy. Pfes Brand- 
enburg & Gojmerac & Pvt. Benjamin were each awarded the 
Silver Star Medal. 

O. I. No. 100, H^. 3d Inf. Div., Mullerhof. France, 26 Nov. 
1944. 
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First and Battalion patrols operated aggres- e^tlmaced company of riflemen. Captain 

sively during tbe niglu of 29-30 Novembef. ' Charlie’ ro&uT of Flm Eaitalum acid 

Company sent a patrol at ro$$ Le Petite Rhtn or tiu! diriKted a. and b/gWy 

Kleiner Rhein and reported a building burning. Company burning piorur Ve lyd an 

'F ' bagged three mofe prisoners in the victnity of assault platoon 10 rhe bridgt^^ 

railroad tracks. Conipany '*E‘' investigated the penlnsub across The Acn en^my posit^on^. 

between Le Petite Rhin and the Basw du Commerce knocked out six niachtne guni f^ 

and found it unoccupied* The the railway and y/ounded l-^ enemy, capturrir 1? and drove rlie 

were onocenpied but enemy ln‘id the Wireh rvauinder back,'^^^ 

apanmenr bouses Much atvivity was heard in Kehl. At 0645 on J Decemfe^ the Sci^ 

The following day the enemy plant. ^’9 ?n tin* atuck to c !«»•« ••dHt' i I t-e .apat i men i. boii^^s. 1. on- 

held by the First Battalion. With concentrations tOit wa6 made whh thirencTKy 3f0d ^ heavy small arms 

and pul it out of order, as well as the, waiei plant. The %br *was bad 

Second Battalion evacuated more ihao 100 civilians a.s Ai about 1030 bouts Sergeant dohn .1 Krily ol 

prepamrions were made to Uunch an atuck against the Company ' P’ lo give hif* hfi- 

enemy -held bridgehead. enemy mavhira' gtm position Ordi^rjrjig big 

and weary scjuad to follow him, Sergej cur Kri ly idxar ged 
across 75 yards Of fiat exposed terrain towtrd an enemy 
strpfrgprrint fh and around a public hiiilding VV^ 
ahkk high- grazing mac h me gun hre inflic ted 
wi>imds on both of )u^ kg?. Sergeant Kijiy vpnt Ui 
stager forward, although only one blah of 

for an addirional 3 5 yards . A dv^>rlring rixfough 
ihe machtne gun hre, fereached aplatforiji !25: from 

bi^ objective ind to^k cover b^hjmi it Wlu n bi$ assiiiant 
requested p^rhYlysfOh f^^ at rbe German 



7rb INFANTRY WIFES OUT KEHL 

BRIDGEHEAD IN THE “BATTLE OF THE 
APARTMENT HOUSES ' 30 NOVEMBER 
TO 2 DECEMBER 1944 

At 2300 on 30 November Company ”C‘’ opened the 
Seventh intantry attack to wipe out the enemy's bridge' 
head west ol the Rhine 

After two attrmpu to cross the railroad bridge span 
ning Le Petit Rhin. or Kleiner Rhine, had been thwarted 
hy ittunse (m from three enemy machine guns and an 



»»T.,CO 

iiwirdcil Oir;;5n>Vi:.SriV.^tiiUyb^^^ : ' ' 



Dcfctohet 



f’wmw 



no?, si^m 
SaX^4SSBIlRC• 


















^.^1^ y/'k, V, 




y y VK' 1 .. 





inachine gun emplace mt^nr. SergeanJ Kelly r?tu5cd on the 
grounds that the risk was too great AUhnngh every 
movement he made was a signal fbr a fresh burst of 
machine gun fite and renewed sniper atiiviry. Sergeant 
Kelly pulled the pin ol a hand grenade andv rising on his 

wounded legs to a standing posuioi^/ hurled it into tin* . 

German position yards As he fell back monally Having led Battalion thtough the last phise of 

wounded by machine gun fire his hand grenade exploded, ihy Sicilian Campaign> acro^ the sw^qtllen Volturnu in 
destroying the gun position and the fwoMuan Cjeniuu Sourhern Italy, onto the An/io Byach^ 
crew. Refusing to allow hU as.mufli to give him std and evacuated tm chat to 

he again urged his squad to rnOVe forward in the Aitaek: January V944. and where he returned to lead tl-re Red 

As his men charged mto the German strongpoin^ killing Bartalion out ui the tVachhe^d into Cixterpa di 1 ittona 

four and caputring one or the enemy Sergeitti KeJlv 

died Hot heroism in action that day he |||||||_||_||||||^^ 

was pusthumouM the Distinguished Svivi.c 

Urge direct fire weapon ^ 

W'^hole peninsula whim il hred Ptogress^ ‘ 

ihe morning but che Sccortd Eaitaiicm 

The Second Barralion fought irbe 'Battle 
Apartment Houses ' with a decernuned enemy who batri 



Seventh Army Headquaxters in Tpinal Fripcjr. He was 
to evehutan thr ArrWntan Fifth Army 

in Italy bate General Luvbaa K. T rust, oft 



Meanwhile Company “C“ reached iht notthern sec 
lion of the Hippodrome against machine gun fire. Able" 
Company joined the actatk. Company * G'\ of the 30th 
Infantpy became attached 10 the Regimetix and {UTmshed 
reserve for the Red BauaUon. /‘Baker'' C^mpa^^ 
the electric plant. 

Late in the afiernooti thr envm V te ol 

dimolitions which dest roved aU i.hrce btidgirs dw .the 
‘ ' ■ ? a iafg? radw^y gun in 



Rhine A big gun believed to be 
Kehh fired direct onto fhiS: tsUad«*^^ 
rocked them with the big explosions: 

At about 2 100 the ‘Battle of the Ap^irlinefit Hoasl^s- 
was at an end as the Second Battalion toiufoned^^^a^^ 
huildiftgs. During the aight and early ntorning of 2 
December, the White Battalion cleared the pciVin^ala 
between the Bassio dr L‘ Industrie or lodustticbejciken and 
the Rhiflif River, while "Able" and '‘Gbarbe'/Companks 
cleamd the Hippodrome and advanced to the Rhine 

For bravery displayed during the ' Ba illy of ihe ^ 

Apaftment Houses ' and in wiping out Kehl Bridge the dash up rhe beautiful Rhone River 
head the f^tlqwiag "Conon W of Regimental H 

Baler" Regimehr First Class John i*^ Setembrr^ m indeed a capal 

T/ Claymnv MiUqtt g. & Henry / Uw long men who have c 

J Rusinski, iO pi Company First Glass hamaus SyveittRi^ 

James R. Srty4c:Jf^ OrVillf Hobbs of Gompany IvieuienaTh l/enour was born 

' E and Seigeaoti Steve Gavrori. Ftcd A. Krizan and ^ ^ Bt ‘ithtpn Pepn^V IViinia ] 



Cfilonti the Sevewtfe Uftttic4 State* Infant n 

tiflm to ^ December 1914. in ifeen jumped 

to the fifth United Slarpf Amr rit ffaly, whiejb 

posintm Tk S^ptrmb^^ 19*5. ht *xsaxued command 

of eijf Bje /Had: vffved .a* us S^4 and § 5 ht^m f ?f40 ro J 94 2. 

a* p 4 Third Division from ]94^ t«> 4<f44 and G-i 

AfnerU44 Vf February to Aufifcit 1«44: graduated 

from ihr Vnuetf ^lim hilUury A^ndemy 19 5 V 



colonel HARRELL LEA VES THE REGIMENT 
AND LIEUTENANT COLONEL IZENOUR 
ASSUMES COMMAND 

Shorriy after the "Batik df the »A|)jr{ment Houses" 
ended aqd Seventh Infantry itoops' took up their first 
' \Vaich on the Rhine" in \Vb;rld War II, Colonel Ben 
Hatrell depatted from the S>verttb infantry to report at 



t oi JiwhaWry/ijrt! <‘iO 1 ’tl) Arinv -FNUr 
GO& te-.,ki.'45; -/a. li i iy i. /:?X’R0 /y4 jiT' Div h 
M n: Ws 

Gavran, Ki^Aafi Ij 5 FM OayCdjr: Roi< 

inskl .& SnyJtr pr^yi Wrrif Miuh Star 




5 first assignment BatiiiliDn and Company "C‘, of defensive posihons on 
inc gtm company yHc west ban K of £he Rhine during the nigbf of 2 
iaicf commanded December which was at 0100 Company 

Ore edmmanding rernamcd in 'defertsiye portions '4i the eieetfk plant wfidp 
fic Panama Canal Company : C’ reverted td ,v mobile rescirye he^d at j 
Balof * Regiment wjifehoiwe biiiicltiig jusi west of the Bassin Vaoban A 
Campny in the gun platoon from Anti-T^k Catfipany^^m^ posi- 

f ion near tfe ^ Bassin Yairban and Le 

petit Rhin.; ' 

d Second Battal^ by truck and asscmbled 

m the vidnitf of Rpbert^u m nenrth Sua^hoMrg then 
hrji 5cnt Company ' Cr ’ to man gun and listening 

letiT^d asyatdj 10^ the poini becwcffi dcs Petmlcs and 

Uygkm of Mad the Rhfne. north arong. wm. Whk o.f the 
On ^ December the 

b^bet^ ^ jfignal domp ;^ several ^hiindtcd 

/or tte Plafdc»n of Anti*Tank^^^C continued 

3>Ufg east oC guard the lafioratw Ney north of iStras- 

.B3[tulrQn;^ip^^^^ 

tahdn the fiighi Captai Cook of CJofnP^nr "A\ 

and members of his company revon 
/in h Arniy Ihe Rhine in the Third Battalion. 

ns motor v/diijcb^^ ^ ^ 

COLC 5 NEL IZENOUR AND . 
tfformln 4 ; MAJOR RATHBVN ARE BOTH 

SERIOUSLY WOUNDED 

On 4 pec™^ by one of 

pla^jpn leaders called at the 

. talk over pla with Lieutenant 

Cofonef Izenour. The Comniandiffg Officer took the 
eng>nce« ro the Tldfd BattaHon Command Post wherr* 
Maiof CdennT. Rathbnn joined the group and they w»ent 
k on to observaeion posts in tfie apartm boused where 

^ visual in^f>cctmns of posvtldn/^ Rhine could he 

B made Aiw iWmtilafing tartical wire 

B the group commented the passing 

B Uiidyf the railroad overpa5«^^ gthep made its syay itp 

W _ the stim. toward thy when an 

T Artillerv shell vc as heard from 

f be direction of friendly pmmom Thinking the sh<ll 
was on rtj Way to Kehf for cover hm to 

fhe dixmay of all it landed id thv not far away from 
the grouo of o/Rcets. 

tenant CoIpriel Tzenou/ atS^ 

engineer offterr^ ft^csped unipm Lieutenant G^lonelv 

■ Irenoiir fereiv:ed a bad wound in the thigh which tore 
away mo!(t of the .ffesh but Maipt Rathbcin rccrived eVen 
.vmore serious \vonnd, A fragment entered the Third 
Baftalton rornmandcr'f? left ear goUC*cd out his left eve 
and rutfied the sight of hiff rieht eve Hv a miracle he lived 
and w as evaruafed with Liemenanr Colonel Izemiuf 
LieUrenant Cfrlonel CUv'ton C. Thobro then tempos 
i the Regimont Captain 



arily a.ssumed eommand 
Robert D. Marsh and Captain Ralph M Flvnn tempo- 
! ari I V Assumed Command of the Second and Third Bat* 
talions tcspectivcly 

Both sides e?:changcd art ilfery and mortar fftc tbronvh 
put the rfmainder qf fhe«nfaV w.irb the en^’my chucking 
in heavy stuff from a grip estiniat^ to be of 240mm 
calibre and fires w»cfe sfaried in rbe Strasboorg gas works 
by the enemy shelling 

Mem hers of the Bank Pattol Were fired on a^ain 
dufing the rh^^ht of as patrols were con 

ducted thfoughcittt flu; city Two shots penetrated, a 
teep The Engineers wepf ah^^ their plans tor 

tactical wire laying and laid triple concert ina .wkv- from 
the bridgey north tip p 



Major Gbrni E, Rathbon commanded the Thiid Ban^hbn. Seventh 
)n 1 antr?i from 15 Mav to IZ June 1944 , and from 3 October w 4 
December 1944 wbeo he was nenoasfy wounded and evaciiaird. 



he Third BactAliPn wa< relieved of guard dutki at 
thc PhV5ky Kosmkt. Matfnrd Factory . 

Hof^l Dp Vjlfi^ and the Pi^ Gasao by C-ompAny ’"A ‘ 
on -2 Decemh^t; relief of tm feond 







LieUTBNANt COLONEL HE! NTGES ASSUMES 
COMMAND OF THE SHV6NTH INFANTRY 

On 5 D<*cemhv»r Lieuh^nanrCol^wi ^ A. Heintges. 
a fotnKT Gotfon Bafct ^ .§mi a 
returned to the Regiment be bve^Lv^a v?ell* and^ 
command. 

John Arnald Heinrges wa^i born m Coblenz. Germany, 
Decern bet ! ^ f 2. Durinjl Ibf Fust World War his 
fifhcf and thtte Unclrs^ served in the Gee man. army while 
>mc tiowle served with » he French Army, another with 
the Ammcan army and a sixth und^r remained neutral 
av ^vv^?:deQ Hjs killed in action on the Ru$*: 

£ran front m tvf*?. 

Ai tlje age c«i nine the tjmire (ommandcr of t)>e 
Cotton Ba}ipr’' Rf^girnenl v/; 

Sum by hl^f mother, > ’ 

pfficerv Hiv fim year gcbael ed near ion wa^; i;e 

reived at GnjutnbuK School 

then whilf. hk si 

Great Diamon'^ klari^l m Cas*:o 
Portland for 



activate rbe 1 3rh Infantry as a company commander and 
later as rcgrnieritaJ S 3 Ip rime be returned to the 
Infantry SchcK>i and served an assistant director of 
training He was promoted to lh«r rank of First Lieuten- 
ant on 1 2 June 1939 to that pf Captain on 9 Septernber 
1940, to that of Major on 1 February 1942 and To that 
of Lieutenant Colonel on t> January 1943. 

L ieu tend nt Cn lone! Heinlges recciveci assign raent in 
1943 toThe -First Division overseas but was sidetracked 
by Fifth Army to help establiab the Battle Training 
Center in North Africa He was transferred to (be Third 
Infantry Division in dune 1941 and assumed command 
of the Third Battalion. Seventh infantry. tA^o days prior 
fp embarkation for SkiVy Though placed in command 
just a few days prior to invasion, he was nevertbeless well 
a$ brought to the Gnhkt prepared to command having worked with the Divi^^^ 
who manied an Amertcan Army G-T Section, and was thoioughly familiar with all plans 

of at^ibn and tile island to be invadfid^ ^ ^ ^ 

orwoT Through SiciHv South Italy and on the Anxio 

Barv tine^'^-iTfcLcd ^achjuJd. Lieiat?^ Heintges .listinguishtd 

vm, imi ,n his time nt senior 

year srudiey wfere A«An Alaska and in 1 9 30 h» gradu - "I'Jf” of eOmmandtrs- Re left, the Seventh Infantry 

ated from Iftines High Svhoni. Haines. Alaska. He spent 3*^*??. % S*^*****^ *« **5«' 1^* 

n.ne monrhs ,n the h.trd nd.d, country w.tl. the Forest Dmstpn^- 3 Section on 2 June] 9f 4 he b*- 



UvitleQdinr Colonel John A. Mcintge^ vvbo «»mrnan<cl«di fh? Thifd 
ilAniliftOr lnt,4iii»v. from 4 Jul>' to 18 Not«mbcr 1941* 

aad fo-tm ^4 F<4>r«itY to 4 Mat<h 194.4. itssumifU command of ih* 
fteg»tHfnrV« .S rK‘Cemb<r I 944. 



and ^ year more with t he Prcjbytcnon Misskm. 

Hut aU iIk* while kepr lvi^& ^fc Wc.?t Point, which >V 4 ii 
his goal lie the tt wrumc'd the prepped at Sfan 

uih in N»'W York, took the t*omp<^i:itivc eKamination^. 
for teAiisCed hi4 ambit.ion by entering tfe 

t Jn> ted- Mili.t;icy Acadjemy f rtToi, AI aine and gr ada - 
pted with rhe clasc of 1 

The: a^signniVit? t fpr Second 13^ A . 

wais with the cild 5th Inl^ntry 
Mainv, for a period of ahtiut 

rc; the Philippine^ and served two y ears 43th 

I nf^n f ry . Phi lippibc Sc0^U Ref urn tfig to tin Su te& 
citi cj& mat e he ^.ct ved wfrlT the 2 4i h I n f atitPf : At For t . Bei? - 
Ring, Geof giii . Whi k iherc he kh>K t he reg u 1 ar 1 n fantn- 
course and communiCAhonc the Infantry School. 

He W'as a^Mgued to the 1Blh 
and eti^itged ipthe L^o.uisjaniSin :imjgn where th? ‘*C 0 iion Balers''' took up the 

mem wa& lopocf J3ck^v 5^ Second ''Watch pin the Rhine*’ ^ Jiad emec been A great 



Due of tbf bridgej oeer L< Petit Rbto in Strasbourg, Fraoce. 
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gate way' for visUih]^ & may be seep fcr mvl^^ tfee T 

aad Auittria. lopnd ti sg0erin|; Na;^5$ had 

httfe from tile ligbioiflg fbru$l >3( the Second rhm to CkrmahV ; I h^ 

Armored Diviaipti Sow seniors thi\Na si?t c(ot$t wnh images »>f the 

up Gestapo and other headt^tiaftet^ bad been t^diy dam ; si^eifi. ; Un had been hiW 

aged, however; by American plancff.^ The dornir^ by A mer tcan bombs 

nating feaiMre of Str jsboiifg J's ii^; bran Jifui and ^ JSU bebehef and 

fam'ouy cath^drah an long a mast for drat a$ no services had been hvhi there for 



il^iseerif, i«s graceful, beaut ifu pointing straight due to tl>e. ban placed by Sh^ttfy after 

upward, risei above aif in the nt\ and the S^cemd f^fench Armored Division had the 
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city private services wete held for the French General 
Jacques Lc Clerc but on Friday morning. 8 December 
1944. the feast of the Immaculate Conception, the first 
public services were held with Catholic Chaplain Ralph 
Smith of Third Infantry Division, assisted by the Sev- 
enth Infantry Catholic Chaplain, Captain Raymond 11 . 
Vint, officiating. Nearly 3000 Catholic soldiers from the 
7lh. 13th and 30th Infantries and other organizations 
were trucked to the vicinity of the Cathedral and attended 
the Mass. 

Strasbourg is a city of islands on islands caused by the 
111 River. Le Petit Rhin. the Rhine and the several canals 
which connect them. The innermost island which is the 
center of the old city is caused by the 111 River dividing 
into two branches, which rejoin about 2000 yards to the 
northeast. The Rhinc-Marnc Canal crosses the 111 River 
in the northern sector of the city while the Rhine-Rhone 
Canal comes up from the south to join the 111. The 
Breusch River joins the 111 from the west. The City of 
Strasbourg in peacetime contained large factories for pro- 
ducing machinery, locomotives, electrical equipment, 
flour, textiles, chemicals and shipyards. The Port of 
Strasbourg, a river port, was rated as one of the leading 
ports of France with an annual capacity of ten million 
tons. In spite of the many allied bombings the city was 
generally in good shape and there was no general dlevas- 
tation. 

When the ‘Cotton Balers” entered Strasbourg they 
did not receive a rousing welcome such as they received 
in Casablanca. Rome, the Eternal City, or in the many 
cities and villages of southern France. It was estimated 
that there were about 10,000 enemy aliens in the city 
who were being rounded up by the French gendarmes. 
American military police, security forces, and the French 
Forces of the Interior, then sent to internment camps to 
the rear. Some German soldiers had remained in the city 
but were quickly rounded up. The people of Strasbourg 
were quiet and orderly. They played a conservative 
game. They took no chances in welcoming the Ameri- 
cans with open arms for fear the Germans might return. 
Though for the most part Strasbourg is a German speak- 
ing city, most of its citizens like to think of it as neither 
French or German, but Alsatian. In a few days as the 
people came to know that the Allies were there to stay, 
the streets became bedecked with the French Tricolor and 
th American Stars and Stripes. The people became more 
friendly. The “Cotton Balers.” experts at fraternization 
as well as fighting, came to like Strasbourg even better 
than many other places they had visited. 

After the Seventh Infantry wiped out the Kehl bridge- 
head all the remaining civilians living in the basements of 
the apartments and warehouses were evacuated from the 
port area. Lying alongside many of the docks were 
stranded river barges many of which had been damaged 
by bombings. Four of the craft were Dutch which had 
operated from Rotterdam, up and down the Rhine. The 
crews and several families still occupied them after about 
two months. When the “Cotton Balers” put on their 
attack to clean out the bridgehead, for a time these people 
found themselves floating somewhat uneasily in a no 
man's watcriand. They were brought in to the prisoner 
of war interrogation cage for questioning. When it was 
discovered that their true identity was Rotterdam Dutch 
rather than Kraut Dutch they were evacuated to points of 
safety. 

From 2 to 1 1 December 1944 the Regiment manned 
and improved its defensive positions along the west bank 
of the Rhine in the port of Strasbourg. The battalions 
alternated the tasks of occupying the defensive positions, 
guarding vital targets in the city, or resting in reserve. 



“Cotton Balers” occupying the defensive positions got 
their first views of the enemy’s formidable Siegfried Line 
positions on the east bank of the Rhine, at and near Kehl. 
There the Rhine, a mighty barrier in itself, was defended 
by heavy casemates at intervals of approximately 100 to 
300 yards, built into the face of the bank. The level open 
terrain behind the river was studded with pillboxes and 
casemates covering all roads and streams and formed a 
complete interwoven pattern of fire. Numerous com- 
munication and fire trenches linked the various units of 
the system. Some wire and a few anti-tank ditches were 
used toward the river, near or bordering on the wooded 
areas. 

On 1 1 December 1944 the regiment extended its de- 
fensive line along the west bank of the Rhine to the north 
by assuming responsibility and control of the sector held 
by the 1 17th Reconnaissance Squadron, north of Gamb- 
sheim. The Third Battalion reinforced with one platoon 
of Anti-Tank Company, one platoon of Company “A.” 
756th Tank Battalion, one platoon of Company ”B”. 
601st Tank Destroyer Battalion, relieved the Cavalry- 
men. Companies “I” and “L” were placed on the line 




along the river and Company “K ' was held in mobile 
reserve. Battery “B” of the 10th Field Artillery Bat- 
talion supported the Third Battalion in its sector and 
Cannon Company moved to supporting positions. 

On 1 7 December the Third Reconnaissance Troop and 
Third Division Battle Patrol became attached to fhe 
Regiment and relieved Troop “A” of the 94th Recon- 
naissance Squadron of positions in Gambsheim, Oflfen- 
dorf. Herrlisheim. Rohrwillcr and Drusenheim to further 
lengthen out the sector of Seventh Infantry responsibility 
to the north. 

During its closing days in the first “Watch on the 
Rhine” in World War II harassing fire was exchanged 
with the enemy with machine guns, mortars and artillery. 
In the northern sector held by the attached troops, the 
Third Reconnaissance Troops had a skirmish with a 
small number of enemy who crossed the Rhine by boat. 
Rumor was rife among the civilians that the enemy was 
to recross the Rhine in force north of Strasbourg and ad- 
vance on the city. The Seventh Infantry was ready for 
any move the enemy might decide to make. A platoon of 
Company “L” and the Intelligence Platoon of Third 
Battalion Headquarters moved to Gambsheim to support 



195 



Digitized by 



Google 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 





the Thitd R<sQn«iJt5?3m£ Troop: Company "C'' ,wa.t it ip. note th« of the p^^ple of.rbe city to the 

and held in ri^dinws to move rmintHfiarch to ?t- Allied and any propaijanda 

pel any enemy thtcai. Suppoftiiig artillery was pariini* Anoth*:r 5py was dekeietf c*ri ihe.weid Rhine. 

larly active during the hoMrs of darKnc^fy and harassed- about to by em'mv who had 

enemy pGMtion^ Off the ca^ banK of the rivet Patto.U eomy from Kehl to .^pV was ^etioucly 

were aWft fm po«t^ible cnemr parachute drdpt wounded Ahdfheeny^^ 

An enemy spy was lakcn in Strashoarg \vIio5C mmion umtf it ^nk with its occupamy, who* 



Tbtf of the Sifrrr Stit Wr4^t iJrawo it.Nove >m. ITi Ph. T. J RtCT. Ctr ^’K*^c.nvNihejt»OJi4y tit Pit 4- C. Co. “^^^ 

Cnf t. R Cmmfv. I &n Co;. -j4K^»_h “ttt i 5V 5v Hrmi- Co f <d “Co. 

■a\ r7i iti- H. G. .f«nn«5«< ><! Bn Co. "ev £^> r U: 2 tt C K. 

R^rt B P,. (1 1 > 1 tt I ; C. A Co., U 3) 2 ti, J. B. t»hini»n. C*? ^£’*1 tJ )l t, Ex Oj .1. Co; ‘-V\ 

< V tt p. V;. McGhaiJ. Co ’■K:t jj^ibpifloori (1 § } I Lt. H . X Mond^lR C^v ^ Vatr WTt. Co. yM“, < 17\ 

Capt. A, Brown. Cp. "A”- ( I S) C»pt C» A P«tc«Oft. Cn. Capr, W. 8, Sr^warf. Co* '*C” i2n> C*ft. 4^ P, Powell' CQ^ 

B'S Un Cipt. M. D- C*. ‘K V t2^ Cd. an Capt J W. BUikif/Cn. * K“. (2At Cjtpr. R. J. 

Y»tti:Cu. I'V t2.i j Capt R, M Thno/ }U 6m if«|. Co,. (26) Capt R £• Row^. M>n« ^27) tr Cot E On^4. CO. 2d 8b.: 
rtSy Capr R. L, Kht Co. Plve tfl^rnhrt? nf the Rij'i who recehed fitim Lt. Cm. M. W Cl*rk on 1?44 jn tb** 

Pi3W! di Qiano ateji. orir Naplo. lijly, -ibown tn tiw lowrr «»ip «f pboh>$_ Left to d^fht fhrv >rcr pfe E Co/ •''C*''^ CpI. 

A. Stetod. C^- 'O ’; 2 Lt. V, O- Reynold*. Co; "A*r; ) Lt: M, E. S«oiiU, A.TTn,^aodU^^ E. RUiL S: 





ic Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.0rg/access_use#pd-g00gle 



PART SIX 



The Colmar Pocket Campaign 

(21 DECEMBER 1944—18 FEBRUARY 1945) 



CHAPTER I 

Defense 



When the Seventh Infantry reached the Rhine River 
in early December 1944. eliminated the Germans’ Kehl 
bridgehead in Strasbourg, Alsace, and set up its first 
“Watch on the Rhine” in World War II. it and other 
units of the Third Infantry Division and the Second 
French Armored Division were approximately eighty 
miles farther east than units of any other Allied division 
on the entire Western Front. 

Up north American and Allied forces were surprised 
and very seriously threatened by a Christmas ofFens ve 
launched by the German Field Marshal Gerd Von Rund- 
stedt, that broke through and overran front line units 
and created a huge bulge in Allied territory in Be gium 
and Luxembourg, and threatened to extend into France. 

To the south of Strasbourg the Germans held a 
bridgehead west of the Rhine River, in Alsace, which 
they referred to as “Bridgehead Alsace” but which the 
Americans and French referred to as the “Colmar 
Pocket”, named after the Alsatian city Colmar, which 
was occupied by the enemy. When the American Sev- 
enth Army had broken through the Vosges to reach the 
Rhine River at Strasbourg and the First French Army 
came up on its right, the enemy who had not retreated 
across the Rhine were compressed around the city of 
Colmar. The enemy decided to hold on to Colmar and 
set up strong defensive positions in the Vosges Moun- 
tains to the west of the city. The Rhine Plain in Alsace 
between the Vosges Mountains and the great river is cut 
by numerous rivers and streams and has an elaborate 
system of canals. The enemy used these water barriers 
to protect his bridgehead from attacks either from the 
north or south. His main escape route was by the bridges 
over the Rhine between Neuf-Brisach and Vieux 
Brisach. The First French Army had applied consid- 
erable pressure against the enemy’s lines but had failed 
to penetrate them. The result was that the German lines 
surrounding Colmar became a virtual ring of steel as the 
enemy emplaced himself in the most strategic positions 
the mountain studded region, rivers and canals afforded. 

The German 19th Army which had been punched 
from the Riviera to the Rhine, reeling under heavy blows 
received from Lieutenant General Alexander M. Patch’s 
Seventh American Army on the coast of Southern 
France, at Montelimar. Besancon. and in the Vosges 
Mountains, defended the bridgehead. The enemy sol- 
diers were weary from their many battles but were still 
full of fight. The following is a translation of an arti- 
cle which appeared in Die Wackt, the newspaper of the 



German 19th Army, on 15 December 1944, concern 
ing the bridgehead and the condition of the German sol 
diers at that time. 

•BRIDGEHEAD ALSACE ’ 

Around the time when the golden-yellow and bluish-black 
grapes dropped from the vines, cut by the vintners, and when, 
late in the evenings, carts loaded down with full barrels, 
rumbled over the uneven streets of the small Alsatian villages, 
the war seemed to be still far away, even though the autumn 
wind brought with it the thunder of the guns from the west, 
over the peaks of the Vosges and from the plains of the 
Burgundy Gate. As they had always done, the toy-like houses • 
lay perched against the vineyards. Only the people who live 
here, with faces more serious than they usually displayed, 
listened towards France, along the border strip of which the 
front line now took its course, now that the German divisions, 
after their disengaging move from Southern France, had dug 
themselves into the ground once more. 

Late autumn storms had swept the last remaining leaves 
from the trees and the vines offered a confused picture of brown, 
bald sticks. It was during those days that the war with its fast 
movements — with which one always has to figure in this 
time of motorized warfare — took the jump into Alsace. The 
American thrust to Strasbourg in the North and the pene- 
tration of French Colonial troops to Hueningen (Huningue) 
in the South formed the new front line which can best be 
described by the term “Bridgehead Alsace". In order to guess 
the further intentions of the Americans and Colonial French, 
one did not have to be in the possession of a great deal of 
strategical knowledge, nor did one have to work through 
Clausewitz’s book “About War”. The plain doughboy in his 
foxhole knew it as well as the artillery man at his gun. the ack- 
ack boy mentioned it just as the guy in the TD or on the 
assault gun. and the civilians in all the villages and little towns 
whispered it to each other: “Now the Americans will push 
south, the Colonial French will press north from Huningue 
and they'll meet in Colmar, maybe, or somewhere on the Rhine 
between the Vosges and the Black Forest.” The names of 
Schlettstadt (Selestat) and Mulhouse which soon appeared in 
the news from the front only served as nourishment for all 
these suppositions. 

But while the people of this country sit together on the long 
evenings and still try to figure things out. the German soldier in 
Alsace fights one of the toughest defensive battles. Up on the 
crests of the Vosges the western- most positions are covered by 
the deep snow, enveloped in the bitter cold, and from there, 
through the lowlands of the Rhine Plain, continue the row of 
foxholes which since weeks have been filled to the brim with 
water by the pouring rain. 

For days and weeks they have had no rest and they have 
simply dropped the word “relief” from their vocabulary a long 
time ago. Their uniforms hardlv ever get dry. and they are yel- 
lowish from the mud and dirt. Their sleep they have to steal, bit 
by bit. minutes, sometimes seconds, at a time. Yes. this Alsatian 
soil, once again in its war-rich history, experiences anew a 
miracle, the miracle of the German grenadier. In every souad 
yawns many a painful gap, but the ones who survive get to- 
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7TH WFANTRY QUIT& ITS^ ' W ON THE 
RHINE^; AND MOVES TO THE FRINGE 
i ^'7 THE ‘COLMAR POCKET* 
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. aivd Third Dtv won Battle ^ wete 
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inif? position near Ganzimatri FerTne, The reTnainder 
riC took up post til ms hy Cross Roads 177. 

eiariCof the Station dc Sf ; HTp^lyte or Hirtengaerten as 
,yaiW maps. ; * 

' Company “A", lOtb EngintATs^^^^ »nto St. Mip- 

T^^lyie 35 Cannon Cornpany occupied pos^ 
Orschwiller. Th« 1 0th Fivdd ArriHcry Baitahpn. which 
followed rbe ftKr scrialf pur BaHeries;^- -B ’ into 
positiofis near Berghcjnv and BaftKry -'C*' hear Orsch- 
■willct. 




The Stvrnih lofaniry Cdnim^Tid n»>4| locaied ib ttK Cbatfatt 
4« R«^kbcftbeig from il lo 29 0t«cc8l»i 1944. 
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THE 7 TH INPANTRY OCCUPIES DEFENSIVE tbsf the patrol could engage irs HtS pririiafy wfa-k At- 
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19 JANUARY 1945 fat)e <3 as the enemy had ir heavily guatikct* Fite fights 

. usually recited Enemy lank^ pfYjteeted dit 

: hail happened, on 20-21 Dceerobeir KaUea^wait^enbradv at nights. : de- 

Infaniry or ‘ Rock d/ ih« viroyed cbe bridge. One day a patrph 
which had. loughr as a unit of die 1 ' engaged four enc«t^y m^ebiny gbns tn a^ 

A^H'trtan Sftventh A^myVsrnty 

hrance^ -had citihanged . 56 th Inlan- 

fry or " phr the nt w campaign, in 
wkii^h ibe was to play a 

ptomi«?m rpk ift rhi^a^jMh. Dtvi- 

siQtt was to operitte At a uhu of the 
under the. supreme chmtnahd. of General d dean 

Joiepli Ciabtifl de i ^rirc de 7 A?s»gt?y 

The Pi fit French Army with the Second Ptench Arm- 
ored Oivhion as a principal striking ainn was riade up 
mostly of colonial troops sikh as the Oo.uimm; Alge- 
cians Marocs, Seneg^jese, Spahis , 4 tid French Fondgn 
1 -egtpn T he 5 ^re nch at mor w at kre <^ 1 1 y ha n d afnd 

bmited in ii 5 opefatlom iif ihe due to 

the many tivers arid the eUhpratie «yslert^^ canaU, whic-h 
presenffed barrieM^^ The Frenfh CpIohjiAl Infantry iropps 
long known as excelJent mourtUin fighters, nevertheltiis. 
lacked d)e experjence, paining and equipment ro a&sauk 
across rivers And- water bar rier^. And that was the 
reason Why thy Versatile Division, ex- 
pert at amphibious opera Ho ns as well as mono fain and 
desert fighring tvas on loan to the French general, to 
spearhead the drive that wai to eliminate the pocket, 

For the firxt monib while ia the ''Colmar Pocket ' the 
Seventh Infantry bidd tvvo sepatat^^ positions 

During the first night in the first d^ position the 

Seventh Infantry units on the- trne tonducted aggressive; 
patTols as v?cn as rhe usual cDotact patfobr. One patrol 
ot Company ’L" moved cast from GuetnaT toward 111 . 
hausern. and succeeded in surprising and capturing three 
enemy w'bo manned a machine gun. 

On 22 Decctnbef the Regimental Battle Patrol sent a 
daylight patrol to the Junghurst Maison Petme near 
L'lll River but failc^d to contact the enemy. The Battle 
Patrol relieved the Anti-Tank Mine Platoon at Ganyi- 
inatti Fetme with a sevyn- man outpost group^ 

During the night of 22-21 Derembci- Company ’■B” 
moved one platoon to a position on the west baOk of La 
Fechf Rivet due east from MineJw ihr. A series of ten 
listening poxis were establisl^ed and operated each night 
thereafter. 

Thr foHuvv big morning the First Battalion advanced 
its line a hupdrird yard:t icrcartform the ad- 
vance of the I Sth InUniry op the »<aurh.^ was 

staging a limited abjVciive attack for rlie Third Infantry 
Dm^ion to capture SigoUheim attd Bennwibr and to 
clear Hill 15 i . whicli It located bet'^v two towns. 

Until 29 December the Seventh Regimeni continued 
to hold Its defensive posuiqrss with ibc First and Th 
Battalions, Anti-Tank CompahY and the Third Recoh- 
riaissance Troop on the line from flie posi east of 
Miudwihr on La Fedu RivVr. nOfrir through Ost 
and GueitJar to Selesiah where con racf^ s csiablWird 
with Flinch eiemencfi. 

who patrolled day and night during this 
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suffered ^casu ah ies: Wl^en the wounded were latrt' re 
covered It was discovered the enemy had booby-trapped 
one of the casualtie.s. Love"' Company in Guernaf Re- 
ceived such accuf ate enemy mortar and arullety Ere it 
was suspected that civilians w^ete signalling intorrnatioh 
to the enemy in regard to the ' 'Gorton Bal<>i^■ locat)^ 
The resole was tiiat the entire civil popyJatton rd Guemar 
and P^n of Ostheim held by out form \vas evacu- 
ated Defensive positions were improved by wire and 
mine laying. Extensive fire programs were fired by the 
artillery and the Seveutb Infantry Cannon Company r 
. Thi Second Batralion bad it relatively easy during the 
period a« \i w as in Third Division reserve. Five blovkv 
around Ribeauvilk were manned by the White Ba(' 
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Air hstt»ning and qutpiast^^ wettr the 

ical hetpes. Sometimes thev laded to copt.KV etierbY. but 
quite bften enemy were encounicred and pitched bartles 
resulted. Phe Font dir KitziJrtWangenbrack over La 
Fecbi River north of thtv Chateau dc Schoppcnwihr and 
the Junghursc Maison Ferme \v ere the favorite objec- 
lives. The Third Reconnaissance Troop relieved the 
Seventh Infantry Batile Pactdl of cxcupying posiric>i>i 



'Thwe A#ho lUrt thfir tivrv i« Uf< Decemfaff wer# 

V Lr Hdfcfrt E Ev*«s Cp. *'A". »lh'4 of injofKs; fi) ,Gapi 
G. Ob<ffli<5orr Co "A*'- juidl lii I Lt. Alex M KjrlpV.. Co. 
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readjusted its lines because of the relief of the Third 
Algerian Infantry Division, 5th Armored Division, 
and the Second Goumiers Tabor Division on the 
righx and a general regrouping of all units of the First 
French Army in order to free reserves. The Ninth 
French Zouaves Regiment was to enter the line on the 
Third Division's right. Upon completion of the adjust- 
ments and reliefs, the American Third Infantry Division 
was to place particular attention to defense of Ribeau- 
villc, Ammerschwihr, Kaysersberg, Orbey, La Place and 
La Chappelle positions. 

The First and Third Battalions and Anti-Tank Com- 
pany were completely relieved during the afternoon of 
29 December 1944. I'he Red Battalion assembled in 
Riquewihr and the Blue Battalion in St. Hippolyte, as 
Cannon Company assembled in Kientzheim and pre- 
pared to move with the 10th Field Artillery Battalion. 
The Third Division Battle Patrol became attached to the 
Third Battalion. The Second Battalion was relieved of 
its blocks around Ribeauville and prepared to move. 

The Second Battalion, reinforced with Anti-Tank 
Company and platoons from Company “C”, 99th 
Chemical Battalion, Company “A", 601st Tank De- 
stroyer Battalion, and Company “A”, 756th Tank Bat- 
talion, moved by motor at 0800 on 30 December. The 
route followed ran west from Ribeauville along the road 
which goes up the narrow defile, in the heavily wooded 
Vosges Mountains, and winds around to the southwest 
through Aubure and Freland across the Weiss River to 
the Station de Freland, on the road northwest out of 
Kaysersberg. When the convoy reached Station de Fre- 
land it then moved west through Hachimette to the 
vicinity of Orbey. 

The 10th Field Artillery Battalion and the 7th In- 
fantry Cannon Company moved from Bergheim to 
Ribeauville during the afternoon. Then from Ribeau- 
ville they followed the same route of the Second Bat- 
talion to the vicinity of Hachimette. There firing bat- 
teries went into position. Regimental Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company also moved during the afternoon 
to Hachimette where the command post was established 
in Kuster Hotel. 

The Second Battalion commenced relief of the 2eme 
Battalion, lere Regiment Tirailleurs Algerien in its right 
front sector at 2100 and completed the work at 0100 on 
31 December 1944 without incident. In the early morn- 
ing light enemy mortar and artillery concentrations were 
received. Company “G” occupied positions near La 
Chappelle. “Fox” Company was a few hundred yards 
to the southwest near LeFaite while “Easy” Company 
held a line in the vicinity of Le Chene and La Place. 
Anti-Tank Company went into position on the hill near 
Le Bouleau. The attached armor was disposed among 
the units. 

The First Battalion with a platoon of light tanks 
from Company “D 756th Tank Battalion, two flak- 
wagons from a detachment of 441st Anti-Aircraft Ar- 
tillery Battalion and a platoon of chemical mortars 
moved out of Riquewihr to Ribeauville then over the 
used route to Station de Freland, but there it turned east 
and moved to the vicinity of Alspach. Relief was com- 
menced immediately of the 2eme Regiment Goumiers 
Tabor Marocain. 

The Third Battalion, with two “flakwagons”, a 
platoon of chemical mortars and the Third Division 
Battle Patrol, moved in one column out of St. Hippolyte 
at 1100 to Ribeauville then moved over the prescribed 
route for an assembly area in the vicinity of the road 
junction west of Hachimette. 

The First Battalion completed relief of French forces 
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in Its sector at ^^pany went into position 

on a line from Hill 80 * tlonheast to the vicinity of Her- 
K’nwassen stream. CofTt^pany ”C” continued the line east 
another thousands yards. Company “A” established a 
block with one platoon on the road between “Baker” 
and “Charlie” Company lines and held the remainder 
of the company in battalion reserve. 





The Blue Battalion relieved elements of the 2eme Bat- 
talion, 7eme Regiment Tirailleurs Algerien, 3eme Divi- 
sion Infantrie Algerien, during the night and occupied 
positions in the center of the Seventh Infantry line. Com- 
panies “L”. “K”, and “I” occupied a line from La 
Goutte south of Hill 885 to the northeast of Company 
“B’s” position. 

On 30 December elements of the 254th Infantry Regi- 
ment consisting of its Second Battalion, Cannon Com- 
pany. the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon. Corn- 
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patrols otJt in the snow and cold of the Vosges win 
(CT Thf did rbf same thing and freqncnriy sshatp 
dashes tesuhed from tceeUTig engagements One four 
man enemy parrot was f. a fvcn intact as \t approaehed 
Battalion iines early on^ colti. hitter mornitig Anotbrr 
four man enemy patrol infilrrated the of Com- 

pany ‘ B”> 254th Infantry Regiment, the night before 
that company was detached from the $r.vcnth Infantry, 
and reached the viemity of the cornma post where it 
hred rifle Shots before urithdrawing. 

Staff Sergeant Mitchell Tarasiiik qf the Regimental 
Battle Patrol engaged an eight man enemy patfol which 
was attipmpting to cur off bis nnit the night p( IJ Janu- 
aryv With "Tommy Guni ' fiire hr Germans 

arid ipt^ted the remainder of cnemv fhree - 



Th« *b0vt. j<rii Orlsff. smed a» thr tofnma»< 

pet^t tit tb« B«»lron. 5evt?rtfb infinity, dating Januaty 

f94y. : - ^ 



On the tHght of 1 3 wNle Private Con - 

larf L. Lacombe a scout of the fegimenta! Barrie Patrol, 
was leading a reconnaissance pauci toward a house hear 
Lf Chene. France, the enemy sen f hp a (larc and opened 
iTfT with machine gun hre^ Bui to. from a machine gun 
Ifsv (ban twertcy^ yards fO his fermt; tore through Private 
I:. 3CH:>rnbe's camcmflage jacket as he hugged the 

snow covered gremnd. Meanwhile he readied a grenade 
When the enemy .sent up a second flare he hUf^^ the 
grenade in to the ernplacemcuil , inflicted rcasualites and 
silenced (he weapon. He ! hen turp^Hi hi$ 
on a machine pistol operator iwenty-fi*ve yards away, and 
si Jericed him with several bursts of Are 

Thtr complete story qf the Ppctahotis of the Seventh 
Infantry patrols would fill a book and tmfortunatety 
only a few can be told here. A "Fox** Company patrol 
encotmtered enemy minefields one night and suffered 
ca-sualties. A **Love" Company patrol led by Staff Ser- 
geant Herman F. Nevers approached La Baroche and the 
le.\det was captured and taken iruo a home where he was 
griUvd hy an enemy interrogator before fifteen others. 



many of W'hom wore bl|^k uniforms. Staff Sergeant 
Mevers alw^aya kept a small pistol tcmcealed in one of bis 
boots, which the enemy failed to detect vvhen they 
"frisked^' him*: surprise be suddenly drew the 

Again the heroes were those who and felt pistol and held ihetn at bay while he backed out of the 

th< tncTn y lines Each night f torn fonr to eigh t rccon 
naij?3apxc and combar pattoU operated ?o the front be- 
sides the regular contact patrols to ad tont un'ts. Alt 
riff? companies as well as the Regimenial Battle Patrol 



,D»nog the Tulm^e Pock#!'* OWin»s» rh« Scvifoth Iftfaniry fonjibt 
th# biittr cold ar»U deep 0 ( (iM V<^ 4» w«U if 

tb# enemy. 



C.OvNft. "14*^ Hg. “Id tnf, ihv . A 0a 

St/S%\ T4f^i>k ^ P.v’f, Uifer S/Sgt l -t.3cr>«^ 
the Stot 
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until ordered fo wirhdf4\^ Vy order of the 
Third Battalion commander. A thifd company was to 
aij^mbk at "W ' as re^r^e and be cornmitttd pniy pn 
ffgim^ntal order 

The Second BatuUoa was duected to c(Tnduct a diver ^ 
sionary attack on enemy positions in fh< vierniry of Hill 
by employing ilu’ Seventh InfanTry Battle Piuoj.. 
The Baftie PiKfol was to assttnbie in the TKinity 
Tompijiny B" location prior to O5f}0- fhen f^roin 
1)52:0 to 05 ^0 the Second BattalTon was to place moruf 
comeni rations on g'‘. At 0550 the Batik Patrol wis 
Ut tfosK line ol departure ' Red’*/ attack and destroy 
eneTpy posinon^ in the vicinity of Hill 806. hre all its 
Weapons and Svlthdraw prior fo break 

Ommencing at 055^1 Bai- 

lalkm was fo idace swa^essi five minute concent taiions 
on designated hr ‘ a*'^ "T-/ 'k' V "e‘\. and 'T', 
then support the attack with fires as bv the 

Thtird Batcalion eommander. The artiikrv was to 
sniokc areas/'p'/ and “Q*' frorn pSOti to 0900; 
e«ipl0V T w-o rifie/ Cohipany ’ 'C * , h!hh Chemical BaUaUon - was fo smoke 
c^ivvk /onr- ttesig^ and support the dfiark The Titst and 

hhe rd depa^ Second fla^talkrn to be prepared Xo tdrnrsh fire m 
ucce<^tvelr Ohjfk: port T / ^ : v ’ 



door and into the blackness of the night On another 
preasion the enemy booby trapped ^ .mi all by: 

Gompiny ' E ’ as an ouipoSC XkTep outpost group 
sought to enter one night the up }us;t befote 

anyone actually enteted TtKkfty cord had been 

piifkd premaiutcly . T he tVighf of T Z 1 5 January 1 945- 
.Niw three patrols engaging m Wtirf figH wmy 

suffered casualties Tlie nef:k night a *Tok"v C^ 
palfpl engaged fifteen enemy in kspiritetj smaller 
in the snow T'he cnctn y also raided a ■Gpmp4^^ ‘ T’ ' 
PuCpcist and two men became mi$?ing 



7-rH infantry plans strong raid on 
e n em y posm 

On otdet pf the division commander, l ieutenant Cof 
out lined plans fot a raid in force on eqenry 
posifitvtts Sfjurb of HiUs 885 and 8?k on the rnorningAT 



THE RAIDOF 16 JANUARY 1945 

T he Seventh IrUantry Battle Patrol asscrnhled in us 
assigned area near Lc Cbene fs directed, hut ren mip' 
utes before H-Hour a mortar barrage fell on the assembly 



PLAM3 Ah*o o«jiorirf > rem ftAjt* in 
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artia. One of the k^d^yrSv Si'cond Lkut^na.n,i: Rfe 
Brown . was an<^ five men were 

Privare Fim Class Joseph E. Pawlcn. 
cal Oetachmdvt the aid of the j.vouftd/<^d 

Whik shells fearsf ftlton lo t wenty yaru^ jfom I^>PV; he 
lay on his siomach and ampuiaicd with a 5i<iss<>r tlxe ^ 
ly mutilated kg of On< of the casualties. After evacuat 
ing the other injured soldiers, he enlisted the aid ot a 
tank destroyer and evacuated the more sefii»asly wound- 
ed man, whosg life be saved .’*■ 

Second Lieutenant Siariky Peirvopalls led the remain- 
der of rhe Battle Patrol in c)je attack Und 
diversionary edocts as planned- . , , 

Company “L" coniinanded hy C^ 

7 erry crossed line of deparhit^ appointed 

lime buf encountered enemy 

I'he advance xvas conunMi^v etght euemy 

gum in the vicinity of Laharoebe held up the compart y. 

Wlicn orhenc assigned to perform the mic^iOn sbow'td 
hesitancy. Private fUrst Class Giaham SfeWart yolurt' 
tafUy abandontrd the cov^r Cif a bank and ran twenty- 
five yards over open twiain toward an enemy held hou^e 
with ^ demolition charge RtMChing rhe. 5xd< of 
hou?ie, he tossed a rhetmite grenade ihrOtigb 
and then fcxlio wed it svith rhe explosive. & 

First Cf4sx $te Wart could reach rf>e safety 

mtnt, the resu lung blast, destroyed rhe 

him over {ik bank- A piece iif flying thnbeL/Jhffe 

ufi the knee. Two enemy mac bine gun nm:tTief^ 

lured, staitd that the house had , sheltered ihmy 

Ciertnans.* 

A heavy fight ensued and thrtv enemy machine guns 
were knocked out, 1 he, Germans ittaliaud with machine 
gun fire and heavy mortar concentrations which inflicred 



ihe enemy. H is men laid dovyn i^uch fire that 

the enemy witbdrc'A' and abandoned a machine gun 
^rgvani Mattersbead’s coura|tLoU* leadership enabled 
hvs ccimpan y to contin u*t dp fits ^ 

Wirh ort enemy machine fun^ Company 

L" tOrtfinued on to Ohjektiye -M'- where ai 0^00 u 
became engaged in a ftre lighc with xfic enemy. Sergeant 
William G. Harfinan v/as kdkd In a sharp engagement 
Company '*!'* knocked oui three enemy machine guns 
killed twelve Airmans. capturt‘d tin and ful filled 
ever y detad of i|$ mtsstOJi 



C«turil Joftin W . ( 'Mron MiKe’* I, 0*D*niel apd Lteuteninr 
Colonel lieinigrs .Sjllk fhing;s ovirr jo^«i before rhe awardi ceremony 
lorVjb Infaniiy pieOonfwe! near Hachnneriec 



t asuai tm oh / Lovk C y T xchnkaj Ser gean t Ned 

F>b??fa Stai^ $«tgeart P.. McCoy $e^rge Onts L 

Private Fir^t and Pn- 

yate lifsv 0 Joseph Ungar yh,TTkii^^d;: Unable to ad 
varitg, f 7. ’ waihrtfe to withdraw: 

V , under command of Captam 
Edward J. Brink. "Blue * ai 

0700 in the attack. 

At one point sudden maditne ^gttti and rifle fife at 
.seventy- five vardr /aage dis<^ani/vd dhr of the Item ' 
Com pan V pia tocms Ser gtam Ed w-ard M ot te rshcad 

rallied a group uf men and led dVifin forward to within 
fifty yards of the enemy'f pusiuoiis 



A total of twelve enemy machine guns had hy*rn 
destroyed an unknown uumfaet of enemy KiHed, seven 
captuted and iV>e enemy flusJxed from forward posibon* 
Cost of the raid to rhe S<*vtmh Infantry Was one offitvi 
and six eo listed men. four of whom wera ncjn>commur 
Montd ofFicm, killed in actiont 3i>d ivveniy .^ieven 
wounded. Companv "I ' suffered mo«i with five men 
Killed and ihirteen ^^ounded 

Captain Edward J. Brink. First l-icutenant Milan i 
Teek'^ll and Private First Class B<n,iamtri Nathanson 
all bf Company “I* , and Staff, Sergeant FUiyd J Bat kin 
of Gompaoy K" were: cued for acriunviurformed chat 
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7fb INFANTRY MOVES INTO POSITION 
FOR THE NIGHT ATTACK 

AtUched armoi and tactical yehidcs of the Regiment 
uscii the bridge in Kaysersberg as their initial po:m. and 
moved to firing positions and cootentrarion areas during 
ih^ night of 21-22 January Without imident. 

At 1 000; on 22 January troops ol the First 
Battalion moved through Kayift^hetg enroute to Con* 
cenuation Area 1 ; The was to the east 

to Road June! ion 2 Kicn£/>heim. then 
north over the unimproved road w'hich rum up the 
saddle between (he mountains of the Bois de 

Ricmebeirn cm the left and Mont de Sigolsheirn on the 
right to Riquew ihr. The enemy from vantage points to 
the south observed the moverncht of the .‘Cotton BaleF’ 
tiroops and mterdkred the yo^d joactiori and road north 
to where it crossed the fer ric The Red Eaitalish 
troops moved th fough the ihienJkrory fire and success- 
fuUy closed into its conreutrari early i« the a tier - 

noon The Blue Baualioh moved from 

bfachimetiv to Kaysef^ber^ by vehide, foilowed the Pint 



attack by fire on Ostheimv from all its available weapons 
from 2200 to 2230 the night of the attack> 

The terrain which was to be the new battle ground 
for the Seventh Infantry is a part pf the flat Alsatian 
plain which lies between die Vosgirs MoU and tN 
Rhine River The Foret Cpmmunale de Colmar and Bois 
dit dif Rot hkibk provided w areas for conceal - 

meof \it both enemy and Sevebtb movements. 

The exact enerny strength hi the Seventh Infantiry 
sfaof svas undetermined. Prisoners had not been cap; 
lUred in that .wetof for spme hmi^but it was believed 
that the German /08 Divtsion contco!led the area, Cott* 
tinuoos reports of enemy activity cortsisting of chop- 
ping, and hammering in th^ areas had been 

received and indkated thar enemy and defenses 

w^erc within the sector, f'arrols had drawn sniper fire 
from across La Fecht Rim . Nq tveent enein y artiUer y 
or mortar posirions had been^ however, small 

silted mortars had b«e.n iWjng c6ncen£ra on the part 
of Ostbeiin wtsf river hdvi by American fotces 

and comparatively artUkry had been received* 
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Battaiipn tfOGps on foot by a two and one -half hour 
On rf^chiUg road jonctson and starting ihtr 
tnX TOrth the Blue Baira lion troops received hK'avier fit:e 
itofn enemy self- propcHcd artillery and susraitied caswal' 
ficSi which caused some hut the troops h» meet oh 
past the danger tojit and closed into Concentwtion Area 
1 at 1545 The Second Battalion troops experictued less 
trouble and dosed into their area near Riquewibr at 
1800 The Regimental Command Post opened in 
Beblenheim 




ChjpUin Raymond E. Vim conduttrd services owl of d^prs cTffr 
Gueniar. Alsace, jost a tew boors before the fim aftack t)f the 
“Colmar Pocket” operations was opened. 



Tioal dieclc of all personnel wast made in the concen- 
Tratron Canteens were felled Wearing r he svhite 

‘spocT suit'’ each individual rarfied one “K'’ ration, 
and the hoihersome gaa mask. be«idev firing weapons. 
Each cdlvman carried four bandoliers of stm munition and 
a minimum of two fragmentatton grenades. E.acb bat 
rahoR was equipped with ten toboggans for 
heavier equipment. Skiiv and snew shoes wetv With the 
regimen taJ t ra i n . Com pa o y / ' A ’ ^rd Medical Bar fa 1 ion . 
established a forward caavaliy cplkciing ^tarion m 
Rlquewihf as initial evacuation of casu^ltiea was to- be 
made thr<mgh Guemafr but later over tho O.sthcim bridge 
when fisiabltshcd. 

Tl>e Blue Battalion troops made the first move for 
fb? forward as-wmbly areas at 1750 and entered their 
area south of the Station de RibeauvOlv two hours Jarcf, 
Red and White Battalion troops follow»cd at halChour 
irtferyals 

During the early darkncs.s wo assauli nfe pfatOpns 
ope each from the First and Third Batrahoniy, erqs^jed 
La Fecht River in the vicinity of Guemar and Tcmrcd 
bridgeheads on the east side of the river X^ndrr the piro* 
faction of those platoons consrttnrtian parties from 
Company "A'’> 10th Engineers, completed two foot 
bridges over the icy. river. Speedily and efficiently the 
work was completed beJore H Haut. when two Seventh 
Infantry rifee ba|taUon$ scheduled to ihc tiver 
insmngth^ 

On the first anniversary day of the ISIetru no landing 
hut not to the exact hew r* ^ he bodies of fhe First 

•and Third Battahons, Seyc n Vh In faptf y , crossed l a 
Fvthf River by tlw two foot vs^as ilOO 

in fifteen rhmutes' time was com 

jiletelv across and reported ho ''Able" md 

’ King:VComparues followed. The movement by stealth 
in the darkness of the night was working However 
ivh«n ‘ GhatHe"’ and Lovv ' Companies w^ere . ip the 
process of crossing, enemy artiUefy ficc . began (o be 
received as the enemy, bccanie aware of what was going 

ZO' 



Go ole 



on The Seventh Inrantfv Battle Patrol meanwhile had 
C^Dpied Objective staged its diversion to the 

shnch in a ^sim ulated crossing 

crossing the liwT fbe Firs^t and Third Batralionv 
swung to the south and. southeast and began advancing 
iowArd rheu objectives Tlw svppcM^l mg of the 

Recipient opem^Q with their 

In apofher diverrsinnaty attaeT 
William M. ^ patrol in 

fording the ky La F^ led hh nine 

man patrol rvi pomt iwcoi y y ards from a host i le 
machine auac.k was made on the enemy 

Rositipn The ol ^ix men faikd to opi^rate 

With the few rctnadiing Bny enemy machine 

g.im \V 35 engaged f or about fifteen minutes: un6 1 one 
man Way wounded; Secotjd Uiebtynapt^^M ihen 

Withdrew bis men and led pD$lttbn 

There W was wqonded by ah cxptedmg minr His 
patrol assumed 

TIjc FirH mine.s and 

wire obsta<k5 in de Cblmai: in its 

zone while the BatraUou .;fan imo enemy small 

atm?< and maebipi; 

The Hrst BartatiOn bo^ed dowri on 

tlic yd^ of a mine field by the 

expfodiitg mines and enemy fife wife received. It 

Iheb ihar rhe and a platoon 

leader from Company ’"A ' displayed extraordinarv 
he?oism while leading the 7, rodps- Lieutenant Colonel 
Kenneth W^iljate crossed the an mine l^lt 

and by example inspired men to fallow Mm. Leading 
a unit over a foot bridge he wa.5 exposed to enemv small 
arms and machine gun fire. He dirceWd an as.sa4i)r on 
enemy emplacements and pcrsonalT capt-ared six Ger- 
mans. First Lieutenant' Becnax:d F* C^day led hi? platoon 
through the mine field under enemy 
then advanced in the assault ovj»r a fcjot bridge which 
svA!? swept by the crossfire of three enemy machine guns 
RriKinng the far side of the plunged forward 

and fifed Ms ca/Mne inro enchiy positions He destroyed 
a three- man machine gun cresv .and put other Getmaos 
to flight. During a second awult he was wounded bm- 
cojitjQ uh! to difect Ms platoon^ attack from a prone 
posirion ip the sik'w. u«t ik all eueM 
iHe wooded area were de.stioved IJ^ 

Wallace was awarded the frirst Oak Leaf Cluster to the 
Distingatslied Sctvicr CrswV and First Lieu^t^^^ 
was awarded the Distinguished Service Gross.^^^ 




Osihf.»m M^jti almoif eompUttly drutoved by bombardmtoo from 
both «td« dunn^. the C^lo^JtT opfRtjio'fls. 



t'^r aurhofiiy ,4fr GOa No SA? R Hp. ’ih Atjny \V AkD. 
tij f.S Ocr 4^. 




Thirfech o{ rhf V wlK) \veft killed ifl attiow on .2 3 J^niiiry 194 5 wcm: (1) Pt»i UieJi^rd F,. Albus; Co '‘E”. ».2 t Pi 

Bradfoid C. Co 'C''- Cari.v Co '’£** ; ' 4) IVc Philip Dr Mup. Co C F I ^ ) Ptt Frank Fjynn. MX), 

rhl Pfe A I Hinrich. M.D.; (8) P/c Oonald 21 Co “C ' : i^CPfi Dhiti^ld | 

fvliKh^ll. Ce H^) Pic Cfi. '*0’'; ( n ) Pvi. R»<hatd A. SoiVcr* Cov‘ A*‘ ; T 12 V P|f Jewel “Wiginfr, Co, •''Ci;'‘ 

n 3 ) Opi. firverTy H4v>. *"C’" 



ott th 3 ^ kU> the woadk. At - Sii>/T Secgc^nr Flcr^rC and I'cchnicuii 

223Q the tr<Kip$ W.rf? Grade John f)ad both bvcti 

Road .XuActieh^ 47?: 1: ^ni X?Svlv^ Cc^mpany ' 3 vo«nd<^d. apd S^. King from 

was r»n Ob jective 'Y'\ difTccvoi poshurns. drvv^ fire and engaged 
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the enemy with Thompson sub-machine guns and rifles, 
and thus enabled Captain Powell, who was greatly 
assisted by Staff Sergeant Salvatore A. Antonucci, to 
withdraw Company “E” to the cover of the Bois dit de 
Rothleible.” 

Artillery fire was directed on the enemy positions. 
Following a reorganization of Company “E". that rifle 
unit with Company “G" abreast of it. made a second 
attack for the Second Battalion across the snow-covered 
tableland. 

Captain Powell was wounded when his company was 
about mid-way across the open space. He continued to 
lead his men however and brought them into the midst 
of the enemy positions. A hot battle ensued with both 
sides using all their available small arms and automatic 
weapons. The enemy then directed mortar fire into the 
battle areas. Staff Sergeant Antonucci boldly moved 
among his men despite the bursting mortar shells and 
directed skillful maneuvers of his platoon under fire. 
After an enemy machine gun inflicted eleven casualties 
among his men, the non-commissioned officer led his 
remaining men in a charge which resulted in the destruc- 
tion of the German machine gun. the killing of several 
of the enemy and the capture of fifteen Germans.’* 

Captain Leonard D. Hanney and First Lieutenant 
Weston S. McKane courageously led Company “G ’ 
across the snow-covered terrain during the attack on 
the strongly held enemy positions. When the company 
was mid-way across the open field the estimated one 
hundred enemy soldiers opened up with violent bursts 
of fire from numerous machine guns and laid concen- 
trated mortar fire on the field. Privates First Class Brad- 
ford L. Bing. Joseph A. Gurski. Donald H. LeBore. 
Austin M. Long, Donald B. Mitchell. Wayne D. 
Mooney. David P. Rorer, Jr.. Jewel E. Wagner and 
Sergeant Walter G. Wiede were killed. 

As his squad encountered deadly machine gun fire 
from wooded positions fifty yards to his front. Private 
First Class Arthur Marcotte, of "George'^ Company, 
advanced intrepidly over the bullet-swept ground, and 
fired his sub-machine gun from the hip. Twenty yards 
from a hostile emplacement, he killed the three-man 
crew with a hand grenade. Seconds later, a sniper’s bullet 
ripped into his stomach. Mortally wounded. Private 
First Class Marcotte staggered blindly forward for thirty 
yards and fell exhausted to the snow-covered ground 
but opened fire with his “Tommy-gun”. He killed the 
sniper but died of his wound a few minutes later. He 
was posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross. 

Twenty-five casualties were suffered by Company 
“G” but due much to the courage and skill of its com- 
manding officer the company continued forward. The 
light machine gun sections set up bases of fire as the 
riflemen of “George” Company assaulted the hostile 
positions. In one instance the platoon led by First Lieu- 
tenant McKane overran enemy positions during a fire 
fight at point blank range, killed six Germans and cap- 
tured twelve others, including a mortar observation 
group and four machine guns intact. 

The resolute attack of Companies “E” and “G” 
overran the enemy emplacements and resulted in the 
killing of forty Germans, the capture of thirty others 
and the withdrawal of other enemy from the area. 
Besides those already mentioned from Company “E“, 
Captain Hanney. Sergeant Noel A. Gladden, Private 
First Class George H. Hartstein and Private First Class 
John J. Miele. who was killed in a subsequent action, 
all of Company “G”, and Technician Fifth Grade Beu- 
ford L. Olson of the Medical Detachment were cited for 
gallantry displayed on that day.’^ 



Enemy forces, which had been routed by the Third 
Battalion during its move through the Foret Communal 
de Colmar during the night, infiltrated through Second 
Battalion rear elements and caused enough alarm and 
diversion to upset the plans or the Regimental com- 
mander. Company “F” and other eiements of the Second 
Battalion had to turn and attack the enemy within their 
midst. Sharp small arms and machine gun battles were 
fought before the Second Battalion forces were able to 
wipe out the enemy pockets of resistance. The northern 
sector of the Bois dit de Rothleible was cleared of all 
resisting enemy at noontime of 23 January. Because 
of the opposition encountered by Companies ”E” and 
“G” and the infiltration of the other enemy forces iato 
the rear elements of the battalion, the Second Battalion 
did not proceed with as much speed as was hoped. In 
fact it was necessary for a reorganization of the battalion 
during the afternoon. 

The progress of the Third Battalion, which was at 
first quite rapid, was temporarily halted when the enemy 
launched a counter-attack with Infantry and tanks on 
the Regiment’s left front. The enemy formations were 
broken up by fire from the supporting artillery and 
mortars. The Third Battalion then seized Objective 
“L”. Private First Class James F. Morgan, a runner of 
Company ”L”, was brave and gallant during the 
action. 

Due to the developments, Lieutenant Colonel Heintges 
altered his plans and sent the First Battalion after the 
Chateau de Schoppenwihr. which originally had been 
a Second Battalion objective. 

Company “A”, under the command of Captain 
Michael Meliska, moved south from Ostheim to Objec- 
tive “D”. The remainder of the First Battalion maneu- 
vered through the Bois dit de Rothleible and passed 
through the Second Battalion during the night. At 0200 
on 24 January Companies "B” and ”C” began the 
attack for the chateau. Strong opposition was encoun- 
tered and at day-break the enemy counter-attacked with 
Infantry and six tanks. Captain Beverly G. Hays of 
“Charlie” Company was among the killed. First Lieu 
tenant Robert B. Tallman assumed command of the 
company during the height of the battle. 

Concentrated small arms fire and blasts of enemy 
automatic fire coupled with the action of the enemy 
tanks halted the assault companies of the First Battalion. 
When an enemy Mark VI or “Tiger” tank approached 
to attack the exposed flank of “Baker” Company, Private 
Clifton C. Thomas staved off the tank assault single- 
handedly. He ran 75 yards through heavy fire, without 
cover or concealment, and engaged the tank from an 
exposed position. Three enemy machine guns trained 
their fire upon his position. With only seconds to accom- 
plish his mission, he launched two grenades which struck 
the tank and caused it to withdraw. Private Thomas 
was killed however by the enemy machine gun fire. 
For his extraordinary heroism he was posthumously 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. 

GOs No. 145, 171. 187, 208 « 227. HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 2Q 
Apr., 22 fcl 30 May, 12 B 25 June '45. Capt. Powell was 
awarded the 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star Medal. 
S/Sgts, Antonucci & Hoover. T/4 Rowe £5 Pfe King were each 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

For authority see GO No. 585, HQ. 7th Army. W.M.D.. 6 Oct. 
'45. 

GOs No. 66. 1 13, 158. 208 & 264. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 25 I eb . 
29 Mar., 12 May 19 July '45. Capt. Hanney. Sgt. Gladden. 
Pfes Hartstein 0 Miele were each awaited the Silver Star Medal. 
GO No. 345, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 25 Sept. '45. Pfe Morgan was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

15 For authority see GO No. 279, HQ, 7th Army, 28 June '45. 
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Wiib the enemy counter-attack stopped Lceutenaxit 
Colonel Wallace again displayed outsianding leadership 
He walked through barrages of enemy shell fire and: 
urged the assault companies to continue the attack Tfe 
attack renewed and elements of the rifle compani^i 
reached an embankment only twenty yards from the 
German positions. The First Battalion commander then 
disregarded grenades and enfilading tank fire 

and his men ip the assault, which carried the 

enem For hVs actions of that day Lieutenant 

Colotxe|^^;W was awarded the Distinguished Service 

Companies *B ' and ’'C'* succeeded in crossing the 
ojien ground hetween rhe Beds dit de Rothleihle and the 
Chateau de Schdpp^nwihr Three of the six enemy unkw«J 
had been knpcki^d out by Ta/^ooka” fire and 
porting artillery fireT A hoi fight continued however 
throughout the day Company *A'' wai 
close in on the chateau from the north 
powerful enemy resistance, but moved aroii nd through 
the Bpis: dit de RoihJeibkv add luider coyer a 1 a 
heavy smoke screen laid down by Gompany /’C'". 
Chemical Batrafion, crossed rhe open ground on the 
tanks and Wnk destroyers which vvere aitaelied fo the 
First Bat C3 lion. TIk First Battalion form ej^penVneed 
difficulty in < enemy frOTO the it w^ell dug in 



8akf ' company. Aitbougb the diuh provided iwade- 
ijUare ftatn the auiomatie fire of advancing 

he calmly directed round after toatid, 
of attiltesy on the foe from his prone position and hurled 
the Germans id the shelter of a dike. For xhtet 
luMirs be remained at his observation post despite wave 
Infantry which surged forwards 
Each nme enemv; were stopped before his posiuDn. 
As the Ia§r .^Louv G assauit swept, forward, he 
ordered the atcitlery to concentrate oh hit 
Friendly tic exploded near him and vvounded hU 
assistant yet !%sf Liem continued to dirett 

artillery fire on the assault enemy elemenis swarming 
around him unril ihe German attack was sba tiered and 
broken By his exeixiplary heroism he was lesponstible 
lor the killing of approximately ^0. and the wounding 
of an estimated 100 Germans. For his betoism First 
Lieutenant Connor was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross 

Usihg the ariiltery and all supporting weapons to the 
iullest extent the Second and Third Batiahonsr repulsed 
tlw strong enemy coumvr altacks of 24 ^.anuary 1945 
The Seventh Infantry troopVhighly praised the acenrate 
steotibg of the 1 0th Field ArtUkry Battalion; Company 
7S6rh Tank Bartaliob, commanded by Captain 
Orlando A. Richardson, Jr. Company ‘A'C 601st 




Pive of the 10 members of ihe Rtgimenc who w#rt killed in aaion oti Z4 JaouiffY 1945 wett . 
riT Pic Hartv J. Btiokev. Co. -E": il\ Pfe Stefliita & G Hilt 1 Bn Hq. C<» . fl) T/5 
John T McBride, Ca. ‘‘G" : M» Sgi. Emtit C SchtUU, Co "F:"' ; 1 5 I Norm*n SUbet- 
sfdn, Go. *'£’’,■ 



positions in and around the chateau but Jiuccecded in T^nV Destroyer Bait a Upn, comm by Captain 
the end. with Company *A‘ and the siipporling armor Franck X Lambert* and other elemenu 

giviog it full fighting strengthr The Chateau de Schop- wbkh played a primary rote enemy; 

penwihr was captured, and the axea to the betwmv^^ A nine emmv tan kx were k^ipckcd out by their 

the railroad tracks and La Fecht River was cleared oF without as American 

enemy at 1850, after an aU-diy fight. piei.vs cT atmor were desiKlyed . 

Captain Wiihliojd F. Dyfewskf and First Lieutenant The Seventh Infantry Battle Patrol moved south 
Waiter Warne of Company and joined the Flrxi Barialm^^ the 

icnanr Richard L. Kerr ancl Private Class AfthtT deSchoppeuwihr dur^ theevefimg, 

F. Burr of Company ‘‘B * ww died for aaions per- ^ . . . . . , . , . ; 

formed on that day. Bturmy Infantry had succeeded m gettmg a toehold 

in; the soothertv porfion of the, Bruhnwald paich of 
While the First Bactaliori: de . woodsjind during the night 

Seboppenwihr the ThiVd BaitaRok a tough 

lime, as wcIL battling on the Regiment's left. A powerful 



enemy force consisting of ;an estimated 60Q fanatical 
German Infantrymen, supported by 5sx fvlark VI or 
"Tiger” tanks, tank, destroyers and arfilleryi counter- 
attacked from the southeast and east. The Second BaT 
laUpn which bad moved to Objective “?/' also was hh 
by an enemy counter-attack from the south. 



Tl)e Third Battalion raided enemy there and 
encounter^ martar fire and stiff oppOsitw^ a mAchinl' 
gun and smalf arms fight.; ”L commanded 

by First LieutcnAnl Orville l. D^ maneuvered 
around tlie tip of the woods arid encourUered three 
machin guns and a flak wagon in a fierce figlfi. 
Crimpany ”K" remained trt contact with Hie enemy 
(hroiighout the night 



First Lieutenant Gorlin M Connor cd Third Battal F V 

ion Headquarters Company performed with v* k 

arv biroism during .ffe ctitiai (imt He ran fbwogft ^ N«. 44i. IIO. ?4U Army. W.M O,. ir 

tiK: Impact ar«:. of -^enVy ufiillety fonc?nce-i«wu< Attd to /^.d Uf. tJW. y jo tt., 

directed mend]y^afcdkry.LrV on CHrhwski f G KV« i u 

a spool of telephOiie^ 3“^ he ran. A . ; Wimt yerc twajrditd tl)B . Silver 

shaljow ditch thfi^y yards beyond the foremost "Cotton 



Eat ^fiiod Ho, ?pi AitfHy } 9 fyk 







7ih INFANTRY MAKES ALL OUT ATTACK 
2V JANUARY 1945 

Following Iv’avv artiHcry and morUr concentrations 
Uid on Houssen ^nd adjacent art^as by the supporting 
Weapons, the Seventh jnlantry Jaun^ihcd an all-out 
attack lo cvfth attached armor sUpporTinR the 

at daybreak li January 1^4^. Only 
not participate >n the attack. 'Jiern ' 
Comp^rtT Wa.s left, to contatn the enemy in the southern 
pornon or the Brunn wald woods. 

^ The First Battalion attacked v»n the right, from the 
Chateau de Schoppi .o wiht . tor ilu* SrAijon dc Bcnn w ihr* 
Marta fe Id Fefmc ^artd Rost‘nkrani^*» 7 Battalion 

at tadeed in the- ceptcf w Battahon nn the 

Icff ^5 Hc»ns5«n; Ayai the objk ft ui both, and wa.s 



Company “G” killed the gun net and three other Ger^ 
mans who manned an antt tanK guti rhar had disabled a 
friendly tank destroyer, Second Lieu tenpin t Lester H 
Nerve of Company ‘F/ stngJebandedlv eliminated an 
enemy strong-poini that was holding up the advance of 
his company, by killing four Germans with a ^0 round 
burst of ‘Tommy Gun ' 6rc and then took four c»ther 
enemy ptisoiiCfs Sergeant EHi5f P. HuU of Company 
' G‘ climinaibd another enemy def#?nsive position with 
grenade fire rfot killed two Germans and forced others* 
to flee- Pi^vate First Class William C, King, also of 
Company ‘X.V\ who was hitnsdf Killed in a subsequent 
action, Killed two Germans in a bitter street fight in 
Honsjien. First T Jeuisnanl Cbafles W. Webb. Pn vate 
Fifsc Class William G C^ Fim Glass 

I eon P. Looney; all of Conipahy 'H*' and each w^ou nded 
in action during the fighting, efl'ectiv'ely rendered heavy 
weapons «uppon to the attaching riflemen. Sergeant 
Walter V; Albrttfoh of CoThpany "G"' made a daring, 
^inglehandeci ajwault. on a German pewitian. kUled twd. 
wounded four and captured six of the enmy Private 
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il>ci« lives on 2^ lin«*ty b#fv ^hown. 
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PRIVATE FIRST CLASS VALDEZ DISPLAYS 
CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY 

During the fighting for Roscnkranz by the First Bat- 
talion, Private First Class Jose F. Valdez, a Browning 
automatic rifleman of Company “B”, performed with 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity, above and beyond 
the call of duty, and sacrificed his life to stem the attack- 
ing enemy. At 0900 hours he killed three Germans in a 
fire duel at about fifty yards range and then engaged two 
companies of Germans who were infiltrating through the 
woods and deluging his position with automatic and 
rifle fire at close ranges. 

Private First Class Valdez voluntarily covered the 
withdrawal of his hopelessly outnumbered five-man 
patrol, and continued his singlehanded fight until he 
was mortally wounded in the stomach. Alone and dying, 
he directed devastating mortar and artillery fire on the 
enemy for fifteen minutes. His directions brought the 
supporting fire to within fifty yards of his own position, 
killed an estimated fifty Germans and constituted the 
major factor in the repulse of the enemy counter-attack. 
Private First Class Valdez was posthumously awarded 
the Congressional Medal of Honor. It was the sixth 
award of the nation’s highest valor medal to a “Cotton 
Baler” for action in World War II. 

The counter-attacks were stopped early in the after- 
noon with heavy casualties inflicted on the enemy. 
Company “G” contacted Company ‘‘C’’ in Rosenkranz 
and the town was cleared of Germans, as was Houssen. 

During the actions which stopped the enemy thrusts, 
gallantry was shown by Sergeant Fred O. Mongold and 
Private John V. Olsen of Company “H ”. Private Carlo 
A. Parisi of Company “D”. Private Peter T. Mundcr- 
ville of Company “A”. Staff Sergeant George P. Grab- 
ner and Private First Class Tom G. Roderick of Com- 
pany “I”, Private First Class Grover E. Hungerford of 
the Medical Detachment and Private First Class Francis 
X. Jablonski of Company “G”.’-- 

Early 26 January, enemy were seen forming south 
of Rosenkranz and Houssen for an attack. The 10th 
Field Artillery Battalion and Company “C ”. 99th 
Chemical Battalion, fired heavy concentrations on the 
enemy groups and dispersed them. 

The First Battalion attacked enemy in bunker posi- 
tions in the Bois de la Fecht and in turn was counter- 
attacked. The enemy attack was stopped, then the “Cot- 
ton Balers” of “Able” and “Baker” Companies advanced 
through the woods and cleared out nests and bunker 
positions. 

Company “A” encountered small arms and machine 
gun fire, some tank and mortar fire, but suc-eeded in 
advancing. A number of enemy were killed and fcj»*- 
tcen captured. The company penetrated through the 
woods to a place where La Fecht River and the road 
from Station de Bennwihr both bend and nearly touch. 
The First Battalion then established its line from that 
point, northeast along the road, through the Station 
de Bennwihr. and east to Rosenkranz. 

At 1030 the Third Battalion received a strong enemy 
counter-attack by German Infantry supported by four 
tanks from the east. Artillery and mortars were brought 
to bear on the enemy to support the riflemen and the 
enemy attack was repulsed. 

East of Houssen a dyke ran north and south. Though 
the enemy attack had been thrown back from the vicinity 
of Houssen the Germans were well entrenched behind 
the dyke. Lieutenant Colonel Heintges ordered the Blue 
Battalion to attack the enemy positions, clean out the 
troublesome area and extend the Regimental line on the 
left to the III. 



THIRD BATTALION CLEANS OUT ENEMY 
BETWEEN DYKE AND L’ILL RIVER 

Following receipt of his orders Lieutenant Colonel 
Lloyd B. Ramsey alerted Companies ”L” and “I” and 
the Regimental Battle Patrol to participate in the attack. 

Following artillery preparations the attacking forces 
jumped off at 1 300. Company “I” under the command 
of First Lieutenant William D. Anthony moved south 
out of the Brunnwald woods. The Battle Patrol sup- 
ported by armor and led by Second Lieutenant Stanley 
Petropolis moved east out of Houssen while Company 
“L” led by First Lieutenant Orville L. Dilley moved 
south out of Houssen along the dyke. 

Cannon Company fired into a 400 yard zone at the 
southern end of the dyke and the assault guns of Com- 
pany “A”. 756th Tank Battalion, fired heavy inter- 
dictions on four points south toward Colmar. 

Company “I” and the Battle Patrol both encountered 
heavy small arms and machine gun fire from enemy in 
strong positions. Second Lieutenant Petropolis was killed 
during the action. 

Company “L” encountered small arms fire but suc- 
ceeded in advancing. As the three attacking elements 
routed out enemy the 10th Field Artillery Battalion 
had a field day firing on enemy personnel in the open 
fields. By late afternoon the mission of the Third Bat- 
talion forces was accomplished. The enemy strong points 
were reduced and the Regimental line pushed to L’lll 
River. 

First Lieutenant William D. Anthony of Company 
“I”. Staff Sergeant Robert A. Higgins and Private First 
Class Willard K. Seymour of Company “L”. Staff Ser- 
geant Joe W. Tussey of the Battle Patrol, and Private 
First Class Gilbert E. Vasquez of Company “M”. dis- 
tinguished themselves during the actions of 26 January 
1945.23 

The valiant “Cotton Balers” of the Seventh Infantry 
Regiment had been in continuous attack since 22 Janu- 
ary 1945. They had done so well that the Third Divis- 
ion commander planned to employ them again in the 
assault for his second phase of the attack on the “Colmar 
Pocket”. 

During the four-day attack the Seventh Infantry had 
cleared the western half of the Foret Communale de 
Colmar, the Bois dit de Rothleiblc. Brunnwald and the 
Bois de la Fecht and also liberated Ostheim. Houssen. 
Rosenkranz. the Station de Bennwihr and Chateau de 
Schoppenwihr. A large number of enemy had been 
killed: 383 Germans including five officers had been 
taken prisoners of war. All this was not accomplished 
without sacrifice: four officers and 69 enlisted men lost 
their lives during the fighting. A total of 284 were 
wounded. There were 145 non-battle casualties. 

During the night of 26-27 January 1945 the Seventh 
Infantry was relieved on position from La Fecht to L’lll 
River by the 109th Infantry of the 28th Infantry Divis- 
ion, which was to hold until the Seventh Infantry could 



7th Infantry “Cotton Baler”. Vol. 1, No. 34, Hcrsfeld. Ger- 
many. 26 Apr. ’46. 

-- GOs No. 77. 1 1 3. 163. 168. 1 82 « 370. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 

1 W 29 Mar. 16. 20 W 28 May W 4 Oct. '45. S/Sgt. Grabner 

W Pfe Hungerford were each awarded the 1st Oak Leaf Cluster 
to the Sifver Star Medal. Sgt. Mongold. Pfes Jablonski ^ Rod- 
erick. Pvts. Munderville. Olsen K Parisi were each awarded the 
Silver Star Medal. 

s-i GOs No. 54. 77. 1 13. 1 68 370. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 18 Feb.. 

1 29 Mar. 20 May ^ 4 Oct. *45. 1 Lt. Anthony 0 Pfe 

V^^asquez were each awarded the 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the 
Silver Star Medal. S/Sgts. Higgins B Tussey ^ Pfe Seymour 
were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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be maneuvered around to the east for a night assault 
across the Canal dc Colmar. Enemy artillery fire was 
received while the relief was conducted. By 270500 the 
Second Battalion had assembled in the Bois dit de Roth- 
leible while the First and Third Battalions had assembled 
in the Foret Communale dc Colmar south of the Nieder- 
wald settlement. Company “A’'. 601st Tank Destroyer 
Battalion, was temporarily released from attachment 
and moved to the wood north of Holtzwihr where it 
remained in Division reserve. 

SITUATION ON THE LEFT OF THE 
SEVENTH INFANTRY 

As the Seventh Infantry had successfully attacked 
south between La Fccht and L’lll Rivers the 30th Infan- 
try met with a catastrophe and was so badly hurt that 
it was kept out of offensive action for quite some time 
thereafter. 

The night of 22-23 January the 30th Infantry assault 
elements successfully crossed the eastern half of the Foret 
Communale de Colmar and at daybreak crossed L’lll 
River. By 0900 its First Battalion was completely across 
the river and moved south along the cast bank to the 
bridge at La Maison Rouge which was seized. Patrols 
were sent toward new objectives. The Third Battalion 
crossed over the seized bridge at noontime and was fol- 
lowed by the Second Battalion in the afternoon. The 
foot elements of the entire "Friscan" Regiment were 
east of L’lll River and were driven for their objectives, 
though no armor was on hand to support them. The 
First Battalion closed on Ricdwihr, the Third on Holtz- 
wihr and the Second went into the Bois dc Riedwihr. 
Company ”L” remained at La Maison Rouge bridge to 
accompany supporting armor when it should cross over 
L’lll River. At 1600 Companies “I” and K ” entered the 
northern edge of Holtzwihr, but fifty minutes later an 
unknown number of enemy tanks supported by Infantry 
attacked the Third Battalion forces with such strength 
that they were forced to withdraw across L’lll River. 
The First Battalion attacked Riedwihr at 1722 on 23 
January. It met no opposition until it was about 100 
yards north of the town when the enemy opened up 
with heavy grazing fire from tanks and automatic 
weapons that ’’caused considerable confusion and forced 
the Battalion. to withdraw.” Meanwhile the Second Bat- 
talion in the Bois de Riedwihr was also hit by powerful 
enemy forces at 1800 and it too was forced back across 
L’lll River. A misfortune of war occurred at 1730 that 
black day for the 30th Infantry, when the first medium 
tank to cross L’lll River at La Maison Rouge broke 
through the bridge and because of that no friendly armor 
was able to support the Infantrymen. All 30th Infantry 
battalions were back on the west side of the river. The 
Regiment had suffered heavy casualties in killed and 
wounded and was badly crippled. The enemy had cap- 
tured large numbers of the 30th Infantry troops. The 
First Battalion withdrew its tattered remnants to the 
Foret Communale de Colmar while the Second Battalion 
withdrew as far as Ostheim where it went into Division 
reserve and also during the hours of darkness the Third 
Battalion withdrew to the town of Guemar, where just 
the night before it had crossed La Fecht River at full 
strength. All 30th Infantry battalions rehabilitated and 
commenced the work of reorganization.^^ 

The 15th Infantry which was initially in Third 
Division reserve was moved to assembly areas in Foret 
Communale de Colmar during the afternoon of 23 
January. During the withdrawal of the 30th Infantry 
elements, the Third Battalion of the 1 5th Infantry was 
ordered to move to the vicinity of La Maison Rouge and 



contain the bridgehead over L’lll River. At 0300 on 24 
January the battalion attacked to enlarge the bridge- 
head. In the morning the enemy threw a counter-attack 
at the “Dragon” battalion. Four enemy tanks and Infan- 
trymen overran Company ”1”. A bitter fight ensued and 
later in the day the First Battalion attacked through the 
Third and was reinforced with two platoons of tanks 
and one platoon of tank destroyers.-® 

The next few days saw some bitter fighting east of 
L’lll River and it was not until 1030 on 26 January 
1945 that Riedwihr was completely captured by the 
1 5th Infantry.-® 

The 30th Infantry reorganized and rehabilitated in 
Ostheim and Guemar. On the 25th its Second Battalion 
returned to the east side of L’lll River and took up 
defensive positions. The other two battalions of the regi- 
ment continued to reorganize.-^ The First Battalion 
moved during the afternoon of 26 January from Guemar 
across L’lll River to the Bois de Riedwihr. where it 
joined Combat Command 4 of the Second French 
Armored Division. The Third Battalion moved during 
the night to the vicinity of La Maison Rouge. Early on 
27 January the French armor, followed by the 30th 
Infantry elements, attacked south towards the Canal de 
Colmar. Light resistance was encountered and overcome. 
Holtzwihr and Wickershwihr were captured by the 
French and 30th Infantry elements, with the small total 
of thirty-four enemy captured.-® 

Meanwhile the 254th Infantry Regiment, which had 
advanced to the Weiss River on the west of La Fecht 
River, was relieved by elements of the 28th Infantry 
Division. The 254th Infantry was then brought around 
to the Third Infantry Division’s battered left flank. Late 
on 25 January the 254th Infantry attacked for Jebsheim 
and after hard fighting completely captured the town 
on the 28th. 

During the period 22-28 January the French Foreign 
Legion and other mixed elements of th^ French forces 
on the left encaged in stiff fighting as well and captured 
Illhaeusern, Elsenheim and Grussenheim. 

PHASE TWO OF THE ATTACK 
29-31 JANUARY 1945 



PLANS FOR THE ASSAULT 

While “Cotton Baler” troops remained assembled in 
the Bois dit de Rothleible and Foret Communale de 
Colmar, and other troops of the Third Infantry Divis- 
ion, with the French, fought to clear the area east of 
L’lll River and north of the Canal de Colmar, plans 
were made by higher headquarters for Phase II of the 
assault on the “Colmar Pocket”. 

On 27 January the Third Infantry Division issued 
instructions for “Operation Kraut Buster”, which called 
for a crossing of the Canal de Colmar by stealth at 2100 
the night of 28 January.^ 

The plan called for the Seventh Infantry, this time 
with the 15th Infantry, to be in the assault wave again. 

G-3 Report No. 24. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. Ribcauvillc. France. 24 
Jan. '45. 

Ibid. 

2^ G-3 Report No. 26, HQ, 3d Inf, Div., Ribeauville, France. 26 
Jan. ‘45. 

G-3 Report No. 25, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., Ribeauville. France. 25 
Jan. '45. 

G-3 Report No. 27, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., Ribeauville. France. 27 
Jan. '45. 

^ Operation Instruction No. 1*6. “Kraut Buster", HQ, 3d Inf. 
Div,, 27 Jan. '45. 
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The two regiments were to cross the Canal de Colmar 
and seize the towns of Bischwihr, Muntzenheim, Wihr- 
en-Plaine and Portschwihr, then hold, on Line C-D, 
within their respective zones. If surprise should be lost 
then the maximum of prepared fires were to be employed 
by the regiments. The 10th Engineers, with the Third 
Battalion 40th Engineers attached, were to support the 
crossings with one Infantry footbridge per assault bat- 
talion and two Class 40 bridges at Sites 1, 2 or 3. The 
Third infantry Division Artillery was to support the 
crossings and subsequent action with prearranged fires 
massed in the zone of advance. A deception fire program 
was to be conducted between the 74 and 76 eastings 
from darkness until midnight D-Day or until surprise 
should happen to be lost. 

On the right the 28th Infantry Division was to make 
a simultaneous limited attack and seize the Line C-D 
ip its zone. 

The 30th Infantry, still smarting from its wounds, 
was to continue its mission of holding, and protect the 
Division’s right with particular attention to the gap on 
the right. The 254th Infantry on the left was also to 
continue its mission and hold the lines in its zone. Both 
holding regiments were to be prepared to assemble on 
Division order. 

On Third Division order. Combat Command 4 of 
Cinquieme Division Blindee was to attack through Line 
C-D in the Seventh Infantry zone, while on order of 
the II French Corps, under which the Third Infantry 
Division was then operating, other commands of the 
French armored division were to exploit through Line 
C-D in the 15th Infantry sector and move south and 
southeast on Neuf-Brisach. 

At a meeting of all unit commanders and staffs to 
discuss plans, the commanding officer of the French 
armor which was scheduled to exploit through the 
American Infantry, after the assault across the canal 
and the capture of the first line of four towns south of 
the canal was accomplished, refused to move his armor 
unless there would be a prior artillery preparation. 
Whether there was to be a prior preparation by the 
artillery or not should not have troubled the French 
commander because his forces were not to be brought 
into play against the enemy until the attack was several 
hours old and the canal was assaulted and bridged and 
a sizeable piece of land held south of the canal. 

During the second phase of the “Colmar Pocket” 
attack the Seventh Infantry was to be supported initially 
by its regular attachments from the 756th Tank Battal- 
ion and the 601st Tank Destroyer Battalion. Before 
the attack was a day old French armored units, though 
not officially attached to the Regiment, were to also 
operate with the “Cotton Baler” Regiment. Close co- 
op>eration. understanding and teamwork between the 
Seventh Infantry rifle units and the supporting armored 
units did not exist during the second big attack of the 
campaign in the “Colmar Pocket”. There were two 
reasons for the lack of vital team play, namely, that the 
American and French armor each had a tendency to want 
to let the “other fellow do it” and also the French units 
did not always know what was expected of them by the 
Seventh Infantry commanders. Better liaison between 
the attacking units could have been established. 

Because of the objections of the French commander 
but probably more so because American engineers did 
not have sufficient time to bring in enough small rubber 
boats and Bailey bridging materiel, it was decided to 
delay the operation twenty-four hours and then to 
precede the attack by an artillery, mortar and smoke 
preparation of thirty minutes. 



Lieutenant Colonel Heintges and his staff completed 
plans for the part to be played by the Seventh Infantry. 
The First and Third Battalions were once more to be 
in the assault. They were to cross the canal by boats 
and capture the town of Bischwihr with the First Bat- 
talion seizing Objectives 1 and 2, and the Third Battal- 
ion Objectives 3. 4 and 5. Following construction of 
foot bridges by the engineers, the Second Battalion was 
to cross the canal over the bridges, pass through the 
First Battalion and seize Wihr-en-Plaine. Objectives 6 
and 7. The Seventh Infantry Battle Patrol, attached to 
the Second Battalion, was to seize Objective “T ' near 
Bailey Bridge Site 1 . 

Anti-Tank Company was to assemble in Riedwihr 
and be prepared to cross the canal on Regimental order 
to establish anti-tank defense. Cannon Company was 
directed to displace by infiltration to firing positions 
near the Bois de Riedwihr and be prepared with the 1 0th 
Field Artillery Battalion and Company “C ". 99th 
Chemical Mortar Battalion to support the attack. Com- 
pany “A”. 756th Tank Battalion, and Company “A”. 
601st Tank Destroyer Battalion, were to place their 
supporting armor in direct firing positions just north 
of the canal during darkness of D-Day prepared to fire 
on targets of opportunity west of the No Fire Line 
(A-B) . They were to fire in Bischwihr only on targets 
specifically designated by red rifle flares from the assault- 
ing battalions. The light tanks of Company “D”, 756th 
Tank Battalion, and the flakwagons of the 441st Anti- 
Aircraft Artillery Battalion attached to the Regiment 
were to be initially placed under the control of the com- 
manding officer. Company “A”, 756th Tank Battalion, 
and occupy direct firing positions in the same zone under 
his direction. 

Upon completion of the Bailey bridge at Site 1 the 
attachments were to cross over the Canal de Colmar on 
order of the Regimental Commander and be attached to 
the battalions. The Second Battalion was to get the 
most support for its attack on Wihr-en-Plaine: five 
medium tanks, four light tanks, four tank destroyers, 
two flakwagons. a platoon of 4.2 chemical mortars and 
a gun platoon from Anti-Tank Company. The Third 
Battalion was to have three medium tanks, three tank 
destroyers, two flakwagons, a platoon of 4.2 chemical 
mortars and a gun platoon from Anti-Tank Company. 
The First Battalion was to draw only three tank destroy- 
ers, two flakwagons and a platoon from Anti-Tank 
Company, as it was to be in reserve following passage 
through by the Second Battalion. Company “A”. 10th 
Engineers, was responsible for the bridge building. Com- 
pany “A”. 3rd Medical Battalion, under the competent 
direction of the “Fedalaman”, Captain Hal Ferguson, 
was prepared to establish a collecting point in Ried- 
wihr and to evacuate the battle casualties. 

The Canal de Colmar runs from the junction of th'' 
Canal de la Lauch and L’lll River. 900 yards northeas 
of Colmar, due east to the Canal du Rhone au Rhin. Ii 
is approximately 50 feet wide and from six to eight feel 
deep. The water level of the canal is several feet above 
the level of the flat land of the Alsace Plain as it is 
banked by steep levees twelve feet high, which are fifteen 
feet in width at the bottom and eight feet in width at the 
top. The current of the water was slow. Though not 
frozen over, the water was very cold. Because of the steep 
banks and the fact the assaulting Infantrymen would be 
above the level of the land commanders were more con- 
cerned than if the “dog- faces” were assaulting a river 
line. It appeared to be a more difficult assignment. 

While the “Cotton Balers” waited in the snow- 
covered woods for the next attack they suffered much 
from the cold. The bunker positions formerly used by 



214 



Digitized by 



Google 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 





obsiavU's they grimly to tbeit and 

prtfpanrd the ^nerny once more; 

Patrols were senrto ihe banks of the Canal de Colmaf 
nightly. Though the area between HoU^wihr and the 
Ganai de Colmar and west to L'lll River had been 
reported cleat by the 50th infaniry. some rneroy suli 
operated tl^re nig Inly. I'be ni|^r of 28-29 Jinuary 
1945 a parred froftr Company 'A “ moved •^outh out of 
WicKerschwihr and drev? fire from north gf the Canal 
and due west. Privates -lohn M iSvalioa and WitUam 
V. Williams were killed b the en^my ftre Outlook for 
the vfossiog f he ne^t nigln did not appear too pronttsing 



ihc Germans v/ere used to the fulkst extent but there 
were not enough of them to house all the men. A few 
tenia were pitched but many men slept in snow fox 
boles and utilized tree branebes as best they could. 
Counting live night of the relief When Uiey moved back 
fo the forested areas they spent three nights and three 
days in the area The Rig'tmenial Surgeon. Major 
Edmund B. Sirtclair. made an inspeaion of the battab 
ions on the 27th and reporivd that tlterc were at least 
200 cases of frozen feel which if not treated would 
develop into trench fw The worst cases were sent lo 
Beblenhettn to receive? medical care. That day 80 new 
remforvemenu. a sanall numbeCv were ready rev report to 
the rif!^ com^nie.s. many of which were low in strength, 
but thv feim<cjrcemenrs were without shoe pacs or over^ 
fdu>e>. Lieutenant Colonel Heintges ordered that tbey be 
withheld f torn assignment lo ^ ^ rifie demeois umil 
properly e<tuipped. Many matters beset the Commanding 
Officer but plans were pushed for the ne^i assault. 
ton Balers ' suffered much, torn, in mind and body as 
they were, bin with the detemiiiatioti to uphold the 
great tradiiians of the Regimen r . of all 



Pve. John M Svalin* 
(1) ind Pvt. WillianV 
V, WilHamt^ troih ol 
Co “A*’. W#rr kUhd 
in action on 27 2Anu 



PLANS AND OBJECTIVES POR 
NI6HT ASSAULT ACROSS THE 
CANAL 0€ COLMAR 
20 SANUARy 1945 
MAP NO. 86 
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7th INFANTRY MOVES INTO POSITION 
FOR ITS SECOND ASSAULT OF THE 
“COLMAR POCKET ’ CAMPAIGN 

During the afterncx^n of 29 January the Seventh 
Infantry Combat Team commenced moving into firing 
positions and forward assembly areas for the night 
assault which was to start at 2100. With the Third. 
First and Second Battalions in order, the foot troops 
commenced moving out of the Foret Communale de 
Colmar and Bois dit de Rothleible at 1 700, crossed L 111 
River by La Maison Rouge bridge and cornpletely closed 
into their forward assembly areas in the Bois de Jebsheim 
at 1900. The armor and flakwagons took up their firing 
positions and Anti-Tank Company moved into Ried- 
wihr as scheduled. 

Tactical vehicles of the battalions and Regimental 
Headquarters experienced much difficulty however in 
moving over the road which crossed L’ 111 River at La 
Maison Rouge bridge as the French armor and vehicles 
got on the road, and completely blocked it for hours. 
It was the only road that could be used and it was 
impossible to detour through the deep snow fields. The 
French, who were not to be in the assault, started using 
the road several hours before it was actually necessary for 
them to do so. The traffic jams that resulted prevented 
the 15th Infantry from jumping off in the assault on 
time and was the direct cause of the assistant Third 
Division commander attempting to halt the attack of 
the Seventh Infantry while it was in progress. Better 
liaison between Third Division Headquarters and the 
French command would have prevented such a dilemma. 
Much cursing and swearing was heard before the traffic 
jam was broken in places and the vehicles inched their 
way to the turn-off just east of La Maison Rouge and 
then moved uninterrupted to the battalion areas and 
Riedwihr. 

The Regimental Command Post set up in Riedwihr 
just fifteen minutes before H-Hour while the artillery 
preparations were under way. Lieutenant Colonel Heint- 
ges went on to Wickerschwihr where he set up an 
advanced post that he might keep in closer touch with 
operations. Lieutenant Colonel Thobro. Executive 
Officer, and Major Young. Regimental S-3. remained 
at the post in Riedwihr. 

THE ASSAULT ACROSS THE CANAL 
DE COLMAR 

At 2025 an intense preparation by twenty battalions 
of medium and heavy artillery. Cannon Company. 
Company “C”» 99th Chemical Mortar Battalion, and 
all supporting weapons of the Regiment opened up on 
the Canal de Colmar, enemy rear areas and concentration 
areas and continued firing until H-|-80, then lifted to 
fire on designated areas and targets of opportunity. 

It was a cold night with no moon shining. The flash 
of the roaring artillery and cannon lit up the whole sky. 
The shells crashed into enemy positions with great 
explosions. “‘Cotton Balers” left their forward areas^ in 
tactical formations for the Canal de Colmar Carrying 
parties transported the rubber boats to the north bank 
of the Canal. It was nearly time to cross. 

At two minutes before H-Hour, after the artillery 
had roared for thirty-three minutes and the assault 
“Cotton Balers” were in the process of pushing their 
rubber boats over the north bank of the Canal de Colmar 
and into its icy waters, the assistant Third Infantry 
Division commander, Brigadier General Robert T. 
Young, called the Regimental War Room in Riedwihr 
by phone, and threw consternation into the room, which 



was a beehive of activity, when he asked Lieutenant 
Colonel Thobro: “Can you stop the battalions from 
moving out?” 

Lieutenant Colonel Thobro replied: “I don’t think 
so as they should be crossing now.” 

“How about your bridging?” asked the assistant 
Third Division commander. 

“We do not need it right away, as we are depending 
mostly on rubber boats for the crossing.” explained the 
Seventh Infantry Executive Officer. 

Brigadier General Young then said: “Well, the 15th 
doesn’t have its bridging and I want to arrange a jump- 
off at 2230. We will fire the preparation all over again. 
I'ry to stop them and let me know in fifteen minutes.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Thobro expressed doubts that the 
Seventh Infantry attack could be stopped and asked. “Is 
that an order?” 

The assistant Third Division commander replied: 
“Yes.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Thobro then said: “I’ll try to 
stop them but it is now three minutes past 2100, and 
they should be crossing now.”# 

At that the conversation ended and Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Thobro went out of the little room to contact the 
Commanding Officer in Wickerschwihr. 

It was impossible to stop the inimitable “Cotton 
Balers ” once they had jumped off in the attack. Though 
some could have been halted, not all units could be con- 
tacted on a split second’s notice and it was better to let 
the “7th Light Foot ” go through with its plans even 
though the 1 5th Infantry could not jump off on time. 

At 2115 another call came from the 15th Infantry 
Command Post. First Lieutenant Nathan W. White, 
liaison officer, received the call and was asked: “Can you 
stop the crossing?” His reply was: “I don’t think so.” 
Brigadier General Young then requested to speak to 
Major Richard T. Young, the Seventh Infantry S-3. 
The questions he put to Major Young were: “Can you 
stop the crossing? Have you contact with the C.O.?” 
Major Young told him: “S.X. has gone to the O P. 
personally to try to stop the operation. We should have 
an answer within ten minutes.” Brigadier General 
Young then ordered: “Call me back at the 1 5th Infantry 
and let me know as soon as possible.” 

While these conversations were carried on, the First 
and Third Battalions, functioning smoothly, had initi- 
ated the crossing operations on the exact second of 
H-Hour, at 2100. The artillery preparations were not 
answered by the enemy’s guns and no opposition was 
encountered at the crossing sites, though a little later 
mortar fire was received on the Regiment’s left flank. 

At 2120 Lieutenant Colonel Heintges called the Regi- 
mental War Room from his observation post and 
reported that two rifle companies were completely across 
the canal and that the operation was progressing very 
satisfactorily. He stated that he could not stop the opera- 
tion at that time. 

At 2138 the commander of the Third Infantry 
Division, Major General John W. O’Daniel, who had 
been caught in the traffic jam himself and had just opened 
a forward command post of his own in Riedwihr, called 
the Regimental War Room and demanded the situation. 
When told how matters were progressing, he barked in 
his best fighting voice: “O.K. keep pushing.” and the 
conversation was over. 

# Unit Journal, 7th U. S. Infantry. 29 Jan. '45. 
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The entire First and Third Battalion troops crossed 
the Canal dc Colmar without incident and moved for 
their objectives. 

Lieutenant Colonel Lloyd B. Ramsey’s Blue Battalion 
moved speedily against no opposition initially, by- 
passed Bischwihr on the left to enter the town from the 
south. Lieutenant Colonel Kenneth W. Wallace s Red 
Battalion encountered enemy in the vicinity of Bridge 
Site 1. Enemy tank and machine gun fire began to be 
received. 

Company “B” under Captain James B. Rich engaged 
the enemy in a small arms fight near the bridge site while 
the remainder of the Red Battalion companies pushed 
for Bischwihr. to enter it from the north. 

At 2245 both the First and Third Battalion troops 
were in Bischwihr. At 2350 Company “B” had cleaned 
out all resistance in the vicinity of the bridge site and 
captured twenty-four Germans. The Third Battalion 
had encountered some resistance going into Bischwihr 
from the south but took twenty-eight prisoners of war. 
At midnight the First and Third Battalions reported 
Bischwihr all clear. However the report was a little 
premature as new resistance developed and fighting was 
resumed. 

The resistance in Bischwihr was quickly overcome 
and the two battalions rounded up an additional group 
of forty-seven enemy between them. The Third Bat- 
talion pushed on to the road junction southwest of 
Bischwihr. The Seventh Infantry was first to cross the 
Canal de Colmar and was first to capture a town south 
of the canal. 

As the First and Third Battalions carried out their 
assignments the Second Battalion under Major Jack M. 
Duncan stood ready to be committed. Though in reserve 
initially, the White Battalion was to see the toughest 
fighting during the second phase of the assault on the 
■‘Colmar Pocket”. At 2155 Lieutenant Colonel Heintges 



ordered Major Duncan to start moving his troops out 
of the assembly area in the Bois de Jebsheim. 

Company “A”. 10th Engineers, commenced con- 
struction of two footbridges over the Canal de Colmar 
at 2205 and completed the work at 2245. At 2330 the 
White Battalion troops started crossing over the bridges. 
At midnight two companies were across and were mov- 
ing on Wihr-en-Plaine. At 0130 as the forward ele- 
ments approached the town, enemy tank fire was 
received and a hot reception was promised. 

“Fox” Company, under the command of First Lieu- 
tenant Earl F. Swanson, and “George” Company, com- 
manded by First Lieutenant Weston S. McKane. boldly 
pushed on and entered Wihr-en-Plaine at 0205. 

At 0300 the Second Battalion was halted by enemy 
tanks which rolled over the assaulting riflemen. Private 
First Class Joseph L. Bale of Second Battalion Head- 
quarters Company fearlessly attacked with his rocket 
launcher. Ignoring shells which exploded nearby and 
machine gun bullets which raked his position, he 
knocked out an enemy tank and forced some of the 
Germans to withdraw. 

A fierce fight was fought in the darkness and at 0630 
the enemy counter-attacked the White Battalion forces 
with Infantry and armor. At 0745 all fighting elements 
of the Second Battalion were in the town and fought a 
fierce fight with enemy on three sides. 

The fighting in Wihr-en-Plaine became severe and 
the Second Battalion was momentarily thrown on the 
defensive. Sergeant James R. Fox of Company ”E” was 
severely wounded but successfully defended four houses 
in the town with his six-man squad, from attacks by a 
hostile tank and about forty Germans who were part 
of the powerful force counter-attacking the village. Staff 
Sergeant David F. Holder of Company ”H” was also 
outstanding during the actions. 

•'i*' GOS No. 208. 211 W 306. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 12 « 15 June 

W 20 Aug. ’45. 1 Lt. Kytc (posthumously). S/Sgt. Holder ^ 

Sgt. l ox were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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The Germar^s succeeded in making a penetratiem 
between the rifle companies of the Second Battalion. 
About sixty of the enemy, supporicd b\ tanka* rben 
attacked the Second Battalion Observation Po« group 
and came very close to killing or capcuring Major Jack 
M. Duncan and his entire command group. First Lieu- 
tenaor ^orge J. Kyte Jr,, a forward obserVet fot (ht: 
lOih Field Artillefy Battltlion. speedily and accurately 
directed fire on the enemy armOf and caused the German 
vehicles to change posi rion; and expose themselves to 
’bazooka” fire. His speedy aetion was an important 
factor in saving the Command group from annihilation 
In a subsequent action he was KiUedJ® Tt was then that 
Private First Class Bale braved the enemy shell fire in a 
singlehanded attempt to destroy his second tank of rl>e 
day. but he was killed in the atienvpt^ 

Private Mario Pomponio< a reififDfccmem of Com- 
pany ' E” with no previous combat experience, vaulted 
on to a .six-foot Wall and whrk exj(^.wd to blasrx of 
automatic flfc; KIIM machine gun crew at 

fifreCn yarefe range with M-1 rifle tire fie then charged 
iotet posifion^, killed a second 

machine gun Crew and Captured ten Germans after a 
fierce si oglehanded assault 

a major factCjr In hreaking counter attack. 

The brave and gallant young man Was killed in the next 
day'^fighting. : 

For ibeiV extradCdihary on ID 

January |945 Jp Wjhr Private First Cfks* 

vloseph I . B^fe 4pd Privaic Marm PomppniQ were CXcB ' 
rvosthumoudy awarded the Distinguished Service 
Crosa.^V 

Company ''C'Land the Seventh Infancy Battle Patrol 
ru$hed to thr assistaiice of the White Baualion troops 
The enfiineet^r who Were delayed in construciinc the 
Bafiley bridge at Site L completed the w^ork at 074 S 
and twenty minutes latrc supporting armor commenced 
m^^ing and Also ruybid to the 

The tactkal yehick^ of the bartalicms* the chemical 
m Off ATS, Regimen m 1 Ami Tank Company and the flak 
wagons W lowed f tanks and tank destroyers over the 
Bailey bridge td render add itic^n a I suppart to the rifle- 
men. 

By J DQO the White Battalion, with its reinforcemcnt 5 
brat the enemy and at noontime rontrrjiled the 
norihern half of Wibr-en-Plaine. The armor rendered 
A^aliiablj? assistance. Private First Glass Clarence Mitchum 
and Private John A Nelson of Company 'J Sergeant 
Norman A. Deekc. who was killed in a subsequent 
action. And Private Fifsi Class Donald F Row les of the 
Battle Pa rrol were gallan t during the action.*^ 

At 0945 that rnorning. Lieutenant Colonel William 
G Ro.tson. Third Division G-H, called the Regimrotal 
War Room ar?d gave the information, that Combat Gcym 
m4hd 4 w 3x baeiPn jng to roll Howcvtrf the French 
arhJpc did ndt roff fast; AL ? iDB the Division G-^ 
calhd and mfp^mect M Seventh Ihfan 

trv ^ >. to thinking o of thf* 

Rhone-Rhin^ crciisin^ ^ fe that he directed 

to he consifeed was the place where the canal dhddes 
SO ihat acfuaHy two crossings I'n. one would be pveessary 
lie stated that if ihr new cro^i^ng opcfatjou be 

initlateef. it woultLrak^ place on one day :and 

a half , notice. 

Meanwhile thy Third Diymon comm^ddrt d 
that the Second Bart alton captare Hot bour g as well as 
Wihr-cn-Plaine. At 114*5 the Dmston G-\ tailed once 
more with the information that the Prenci} expected the 
vSevenrh rT^fantry to pnsh a baftaiUort through f Nieder- 
wald and to cut the road cast pf Avndol^hHm. aben^e 



Co gle 



Matson Ferine d*Andolshcim and then occupy AndoU- 
h«?im. once the French capiiifed the place. He stared that 
the French armor should be moying in two hours. He 
repeited the instructiems df iht Division commander that 
the Second BaUaJion was to eapture Horboueg and 
further stated that when the French were ready th^y 
would attack ihrongh Hofboarg to Andolsbcim, 

The original plans of exploiration by French armor 
through Line C'D were not being carried out. The 
Seventh Infantry m«^t go 5ttl1 further. ActoaUy there 
was no vxplpifation in iVur friie sense af the v;ord: 
According io Dxdet.s thr First B.hralion. in reserve m 
Bi.schwihr, was aketed m pq§h on for Lc Ni^derwld 
on Regimental order. 

Ar 1430 that afternpon thi^ combing fcrOT 
Second Battalion. D:^mpawy ' t/L and the Smnrh 
Infantry Battle Patmi mackv a determined at Uck /bn 
enemy in the sourherp half <?f AkUhr-en Plaine and JiiJer 
a hard dose in fight deated the chtrre town of en^^my 
The Battle Patrol rhm rmlvcd to the northwest to the 
vkinit y of Eicben as i^ 

Cpionel Lionel C. McGarn comm’^uding olflicr oi 
the Mth Infant ry. called at 1 3+5 to hi* regiment 
^a$ having con.sidcfabk ttouhle with envmy north of 
the Onal de Colmar and ihat ht* supportittg weapons 
would continue to shcKst at ilw jbnctioa of LTIl River 
and Canal de Colmar Hi* report and for help 

was a si’^Ptiar to the Sev^^ ebrnmander 

Ins very headduarten had pivviously 
the particular area clear of tdethy.^^ A 1445 the ^ond 
Batfalioo bad reported wbai was thought to he an memy_ 
company moving north along a road tmf of Horhourg to 
the canal. At 1 506 (he artjllvry reponed the 30^ 
try was diivcting artillery on the junchon of the c6ad and 
Canal dc Colmar, n limbered 189 The Division Com: 
mander, because of these reports, became concerned with 
the situation both north and South of the canal on (he 




Three o( rh« ^0 “Colton. Bilrrs'’ <«^re killrd in action on (0 
ianoary 1VH5 itrre- ip Pfe Thoiftnt F, Fxnain^. Co. (2) 

Pvr. Archie J Ntoenson, Co, ‘^C’' Sgi. Robert E. Weaver, 

Co. “B ' 



ivcst and at 1 404 h^d called the Regimental War Room, 
vybirh was (hen in AVickm and ordered that the 

First Bar calioa be pUced^ of the Canal and make a 
sweep we*t to dean out enciTiy behind the Second BattaL 
(on and contitUie on ro L’lll River. His orders were 
relayed to Lieu fenanl Colonel Heintges. who was in 
Biitt hwihr: Accordingly the First Batution was alerted 
to make the move at 1 600. 

At 1555 while Lieuteasot Colonel Heintges. from 
hty advsflced post, conyets^ with Major Duncan in 
Wihr-en -Plaint* Major General 0‘ Dan cut in on the 

®* Fqr aHthnmy GOs No. 185 ^ HQV *7 10 

M«y.r 2aJjoflt‘45. ; f ' - ■ v " ^ 

XiJ GO No 20S, tt r ^ 226, HQ, 5d U( Div ^ i ^ 74: 

Jnne +5. Pfes Mitebum & Pvt^T^elso^^ 

\vrrc ci<b 4 wsrdi^it Silver .SrarMeibl - 
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line and told the “Cotton Baler" commander: “The 
Second Battalion must attack on Horbourg tonight, 
within the next half hour and take the town." 

The following is a verbatim report of the conversa- 
tion that ensued : 

Lieutenant Colonel Heintges: “The C.O. of the 
Second Battalion is on the line." 

Major Duncan: “I agree that the town should be 
taken as soon as possible but I can t seem to effect the 
proper coordination with the French who are to 
accompany me in the attack." 

Major General O'Daniel to Lieutenant Colonel 
Heintges: “If both operations cannot go off. call off 
the First Battalion attack and the French will take care 
of the situation up on the Second Battalion’s right. Push 
the operation on Horbourg. The 75th will push through 
you sometime before tomorrow morning. General 
Schlusser (French General) is willing to assist in clean- 
ing out Wihr and taking Horbourg. Carry out the 
operation with the greatest possible speed and take the 
town prepared to move on to Andolsheim with another 
battalion. After the Second Battalion and French have 
taken Horbourg the Third Battalion will follow the 
French on the attack on Andolsheim. First Battalion 
will go down through the woods as planned." 

The attack of the First Battalion to the west was 
cancelled and the smoke mission of the chemical mortars 
which was to screen the advance was also cancelled. 
Actually there was no need for an attack to the west 
by a full battalion. The reports of enemy in strength in 
that area were not based on accurate information. 

At 1 700 the First Battalion moved south out of 
Bischwihr and entered Le Niederwald. The advance was 
rapid and against light resistance. Companies “A" and 
“C" cut the road south of the woods to the northwest 
of Maison Ferme d' Andolsheim at 2035 the night of 30 
January. The First Battalion Command Post set up 
at Pont de Chasse. French armor moved behind the 
troops through the woods. 

The Division Commander called back at 1710 and 
asked: “What have you on the right rear.^" Lieutenant 
Colonel Thobro told him that the Battle Patrol had 
been sent to cover the flank. Major General O’Daniel 
then said: “Will send you a platoon of the 601st Tank 
Destroyer Reconnaissance Company to patrol in behind 
and to the right of the Second Battalion. Have the recon- 
naissance platoon cover the area from the Canal to Hor- 
bourg and keep your flank secure. You can use your 
Battle Patrol with the reconnaissance platoon. If you 
don’t have your Battle Patrol available organize some 
troops to go with the reconnaissance platoon." 

Lieutenant Colonel Thobro replied: “We are afraid 
bur Battle Patrol was the group which was thought to 
be enemy coming in on the flank from the west." 

At 1830 the enemy struck back at the White Battal- 
ion forces and Company “L", in Wihr-en-Plaine, but 
were repelled with heavy losses. 

SECOND BATTALION ATTACKS FOR 
HORBOURG NIGHT OF 30 JANUARY 1945 

At 2230 the Second Battalion troops and Company 
“L" pushed off in the attack for Horbourg and were 
followed by a French Armored Infantry force of Com- 
bat Command 4 which intended to pass through the 
White Battalion troops once the road junction on the 
east edge of the town was taken. Little headway was 
made as stiff enemy resistance was encountered. 

Companies “E" and “L" were in the lead. At 0120 
on 3 1 January they were 300 yards short of the road 



junction. Fifty yards were gained in the next three hours 
against strong resistance during the night and the troops 
were held up by an enemy anti-tank ditch. Company 
“E" was counter-attacked but repelled the enemy in a 
bitter fight. During the night the artillery placed “Time 
on Target" concentrations on Horbourg and Andols- 
heim. The chemical mortars directed 36 rounds into 
Andolsheim and set the town on fire. The enemy retali- 
ated by scoring direct hits on the chemical mortar 
ammunition dump. Fire from four enemy self-propelled 
guns kept the American armor attached to the Second 
Battalion, and the French armor, off the road to the 
road junction. Because of the resistance encountered and 
the enemy fire coming up the road neither the American 
or French armor passed through the Infantrymen. The 
French armor was waiting for the road junction to be 
taken and then they would pass south on Andolsheim. 
The American armor was also waiting. 

At 0145 the Division Commander called and said he 
wanted Horbourg taken by noontime. Because the 
resistance at the road junction held up the Cotton 
Balers" the French felt it was too late to initiate their 
plans. There was talk of postponement. 

The First Battalion in Le Niederwald reported at 
0700 that there was 200 enemy in the patch of woods 
to the northwest, west of Laufgraben stream. Artillery 
fire was directed on the woods. 

At 0745 Lieutenant Colonel Heintges called Major 
General O’Daniel to report and discuss plans. He said: 
“Horbourg is a sticky deal. Still have trouble with the 
French. Have two companies to commit and believe we 
can clear it up if the French will jump with us. The 
enemy is interdicting the road into Horbourg from the 
south and west of the river.” 

Major General O’Daniel: “There is a possibility that 
the Third Battalion will have to move to the woods 
at 775420 (the patch of woods northwest of Le Nieder- 
wald) and a shoot be laid on the area." 

Lieutenant Colonel Heintges: “Three PWs were taken 
cut of the woods this morning and they were convicts 
left out to fight. There were 400 enemy in the sector 
including Andolsheim according to the PWs. The 
French have jumped off in the direction of Andolsheim. 
Have three TDs with the Third Battalion." 

The Division Commander: “Hold what you have 
got with the Third Battalion. May send a battalion from 
the 75th through. Continue to hit Horbourg with the 
Second Battalion and I'll get the French to push also. 
Use maximum artillery fire before the jump off.” 

The Third Battalion, minus its Company “L", was 
then alerted to move on the patch of woods northwest 
of Le Niederwald and plans were made for a renewed 
attack on the troublesome road junction and Horbourg. 

In fairness to the commander of the French armor 
operating with the Second Battalion it should be said 
that he had his orders from his superiors in regard to 
when he should commit his tanks and like a soldier who 
obeys instructions he refused to throw his forces into 
the battle until the road junction was taken. However 
few operations go off as planned and as the situation 
develops units sometimes find themselves being com- 
mitted earlier than expected. One of the main reasons 
for the lack of cooperation existing at that time was 
improper and insufficient liaison between the Americans 
and French. The "Cotton Balers" at this time were quite 
tired from their exertions since 22 January and were 
low in strength. Companies operated with only 20 to 
50 men each. In such a weakened condition themselves 
they were not too anxious to press the attack on new 
objectives. On 30 January at 1305 Major Duncan him- 
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self had reported, bavk to the Regjmenul War Room 
that Company 'Iw'. atta<hcd co his.bartalion, had but 
twenty inen left The companies had gone into the 
attack originaUy way undersucngih small num- 

bers on the 31 St of January were not due entirely ro 
casualties sasvamed, which in reality were relatively small 
during the second phase of the "Coimar Pocket’ ' attack. 
But during the fighting the Second Battalion had sujflPeced 
most, in killed alone Company ’E'* had lost 20 men. 
Company “G" 20 and Company ‘F” 1 I Daring the 
attack from 29 to 31 January PH’S telatively few 
casualties were evacuated. 

Supporting ariillej-y rcporicd amnrnhhb Supplies 
were running dangerously low Tlu^ lOch FVIcl Arfedlery 
Battalion reported its tlnm pteseot 

ance as 60 rounds per gun per day a that it 

would have ro be strictly adheredto. 

The Third Battalion iumptfd off; for it# ob|ectivc at 
0930 with Company under Captain Fra 

in the lead: King’* Compau entefed the pAlch 

of woods shortly theteafirr ahd ^ncotitirered strong smail 
armi resistance. Company ‘1’’ joined in tb i)gb| and at 
f ] I 3 cbe woods were cleaned and a nuntl^r 

kiHed and sixteen takm pHsoners^ enemy bad pot 
Occupied the woods in such great force a.v pfeviou5ir(y^^^ 
Ti'ported or had withdrawn most of their forces, 

In spire of the low ammunitiem supples ilie art iHery- 
gave a ten minuie fire preparation for the Second Bat- 
talion attack, Against .sitong resistance the road junctioit 
was taken at 1140 then the French armored Infan- 
try force plunged ahead and inio Horhourg. TTe few 
Second Battalion troops followed. A house to house 
battk ensued and in mtd-afterhooo the enemy starfed 
tapullout of Horbourg. 

The west bridge over L"IU River to Colmar was 
blown by demolitions but the one On was 

seized miact by the French. It was predated /or demolF 
tions in case the enemy should attempr a couu ter- aria*: k. 
Colniar was .sealed off fiom the east. 



Sgt. Floya I . Hestitt. 

iJii tk? ktf t. and PU 
Jobp Drofiey. b«»tb of 
C<jr iUleU 

la jictha an It Janu- 
ary 



At that time tlie combat strength of the Second Ba^t- 
lalion was so low that it« efficiency as a fighting battalion 
was practical} y iion-existent. Company "T'‘ had only 
righteeh men lefl- 

j"he epemy fired heavy mortar concentrarions' on Hor 
bourg asout artillefy placed ' Time pn Target” concen- 
rratknvs on the east seciion of Col ni a c. The First Bar 
fjUan cleaned out Le Nkderw^ald riiat day. 

. wuh the Firift Battalion at 2320.ele- 

myjUs of. the 289th and 290th Inianiry Regiments of 
the 7^th fpfantty Divtsio rdieved the Seventh Infamfy 

form during the night of 11 January and I February 



The Second Battalion 4^^d. Company *'L'' assembled 
in while the First and 'Third BatcaRotss 

a^rnbled m Si^ portschwihr and Urschenheim. 

Pbaste 1 1 of the - Colmar Pocket - attack was over. 




ACTION ON THE LEFT OF THE 
SEVENTH INFANTRY 

Although delayed in crossing ti>e Canal de Coimar 
because of the traffic jams which had ptevemed support 
ing engineers from bringing up bridging equipment on 
time, the I “Ith In fan try finally crossed on the left or 
liw 7th Ipfanrry made up for lost 

time During rile period 29 T I January the 1 5th liitao 
try capritfed riri uvwriii^ M and Foctsch' 

■ wihr. " ’ " ' ' " 7, : 

Fkrnenr.& of French Combar Command 5 

Through . the 15ih JnfantTy ami ckafed Or.s«:hehhefni 
with Uule trouble Inii had a rough rime ckaring 0ut < 
renenl^Lejiv which ccimpleidy cleared of enemy on 
1 February, Other French forces, advancing sOiith 
between the Canal da .Rhopc au Rhiu: seized Maickolsr- 
heim and Anzenheim. 

The 30tb 2 nfaritryi in reserve, moved the nighr ot 
3 t JanaatYs crossed :pvct de Colmar and 

ayse.inbled in Urich^nheim. Early on 1 February the 
■ ” Regiment ntoy ed soutlreast row ard the 

iitf Durfencotzen, Bow d U rschenfieim and Bois de Bles 
J>eijrk- 

254th infantry held and improved deit-hsivc 
pQsdioo^ east of Jcb^heim 

.On I February lOfh TnCftUry .el^ werc ansmeH 
attacked by enemy {hfantiry and armor The Third 
Division commander Of dtreif that one Seven th Infam’pv 
banalion be moved to ibe patch of woodn, tailed Lc 
OctWnRTnWald and hrid rea^ to move in any 
rion. Tjie Fim 'Barution was sent the derigrtaied 
plaa‘. The enemy attack did not .devdijp into a heavy 
yhgagemeot and the 30th Idfantry was able lo check 
i\n enemy wit hOiic the telp of the '‘Cotton Brier* ■ First 
■Battalion-'— ^v ;' 7'"- 

PHASE THREE OF THE 
TOLMAR POCKET ATTACK 
2-5 FEBRUARY 1945 

Major did nor give the Seventh 

Infantry mwih tvsi; before commitong it again. But he 
had the enemy and was justffied in aicatkin 
with the ' Cotton Baler" .Regiment -once more, betore. 
t lie enemy criwld gy/ set. 

As Frent^h had captured Marckolsbeim and 
repoctM tn I bird Division commander 

ordered thv SevenihIn fd cross the Canal ilu Rhone 

an Rhin, fhe Fteuth and attack to tlie 

south bet riic tana! and die Rhme River to ctit o 
Neu!T3tuach. Foi Phase Three of the attack the Seventh 
f n?anfry WoMld alcme open the attack but be supponed 
by Ere from Uri 15(;h and lOth rnfaniry Regiments, 
winch had rife^rijated the accompanying assaulting role 
in the hwd previous pha.ses. After the atlAck had pro- 
givssed each of ri)c other regiment.^ was to dune engage 
in dteariacR)ti8itlF 

The fif.vt another busy day for 

the commanding officer Infamfy and 

his staff, With tnemy $t ill holding the Bois de h Hardt. 
Lieu tenam Colonel Hemrges and his S 2, First Ijeuten 
ani John D- Foulk. led groups on reconnaissamt. Lieu- 
lenani Coionel Thobfov the liaison offic- 
ers. and Major Rkhard A Smd^ on men'ewenr 

insifuet'icihs various uni of th*- com- 

■'mand: V 7'-'-':7 ’vv^ - 7--7-^!.. \ ■, 

WhefC rite Commanding Offitef retunied 
.rtcOnQaiss.Kia’ he announced his find? tlg« and plans- He 
'mfornied his ^ tail* that I ere Division I n/arttriv MaKHain 
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had seized Marckolsheim and Artzenheim and that the 
forward elements of the French were in the last named 
place. The bridge over the canal at Marckolsheim was 
intact but the bridge at Artzenheim was destroyed. He 
issued orders for the supporting armor and vehicles of 
the Regiment to move across the canal by the Marckols- 
heim bridge and for the foot troops to cross the canal 
by bridges to be constructed near Artzenheim. He then 
made a request to the Third Division commander that 
254th Infantry elements be assigned the mission of pro- 
tecting the engineer construction parties, who he hoped 
would complete the foot bridges by 0300 on 2 February 
when the Seventh Infantry battalions were scheduled to 
cross over the canal. He selected a line on the south edge 
of Artzenheim as the line of departure for the morning 
attack to be launched at 0500. The Second and Third 
Battalions were named to be in the attacking echelon 
with the First in reserve. The Regimental Battle Patrol 
and the Reconnaissance Company of the 601st Tank 
Destroyer Battalion were ordered to protect the left flank 
of the Regiment during the operation. 

In spite of the haste with which the operation was 
initiated, movements were conducted smoothly during 
the night of 1-2 February. The armor and vehicles 
moved north through Jebsheim, Grussenheim and Elsen- 
heim, then turned east to Marckolsheim and from there 
moved south to Artzenheim. Company “A”, 10th 
Engineers, built three foot bridges, each sixty feet in 
length, over the Canal du Rhone au Rhin in the vicinity 
of Artzenheim. No enemy opposition was received and 
the bridges were completed at 0100. The First Battalion 
troops marched from Urschenheim at 0130, crossed the 
Canal de Colmar at Ancienne Voie Romaine dite Heiden- 
siraessel, and then moved northeast over the road to the 
bridges. The Second and Third Battalions trucked to 
Jebsheim and then moved the rest of the way by foot. 



SEVENTH INFANTRY ATTACKS SOUTH 
BETWEEN RHONE RHINE CANAL 
AND RHINE RIVER, 

2 FEBRUARY 1945 

Following preparations by six battalions of artillery 
the “7th Light Foot" Infantry jumped off in the attack 
at 0500 on 2 February 1945. The attacking battalions 
met very little resistance at first. At 0630 the White 
Battalion had seized Baltzenheim without a fight and 
captured the small number of five Germans. The Third 
Battalion followed the road close to the canal and had 
no trouble in entering the town of Kunheim, but soon 
fought enemy in a light engagement. The town was 
cleared by 0900. The Second Battalion became engaged 
with enemy east of Baltzenheim and took sixteen addi- 
tional enemy prisoners. West of Kunheim the Canal du 
Rhone au Rhin is a double waterway for about 1000 
yards. The easternmost canal comes up from the south- 
east, south of Kunheim. The bridge over that canal was 
found to be blown with a 50 foot gap in it. The advance 
was held up until engineers, protected by the Infantry, 
could make a passageway for the supporting armor. 

The First Battalion was committed at 0800 and 
advanced through the woods east of Kunheim. The 
woods were combed and four ferries were discovered to 
be operating across the Rhine River east of Kunheim. 
Moving on south through the woods the First Battalion 
forces encountered about 100 enemy supported by two 
tanks. Companies *‘A“ and “B” became heavily engaged 
with the Germans. Air missions were requested and con- 
ducted on Biesheim and the Cimitiere des Juifs. 

Engineers completed a Bailey bridge and two foot- 
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bridges over the canal south of Kunheim during the 
night. The Second and Third Battalions crossed over 
and at 0230 following artillery preparations attacked 
to the south. The Third Battalion was on the right. In 
the attacking wave were Company “E“, under First 
Lieutenant Willis B. Conklin, Company “G“, com- 
manded by First Lieutenant Weston S. McKane, Com- 
pany “K“, commanded by Captain Francis J. Kret, and 
Company “I", under the leadership of First Lieutenant 
William D. Anthony. “Companies “F“ and “L“, under 




the command of Captain Earl F. Swanson and First 
Lieutenant Orville L. Dilley, were the reserve rifle com- 
panies for their respective battalions. Sections of tanks 
and tank destroyers were with the assaulting companies 
while the flakwagons remained with the reserve com- 
panies. 

Approaching Biesheim during the darkness the two- 
pronged attack immediately ran into trouble. Unlike 
Baltzenheim and Kunheim, Biesheim was to demand a 
hard fight. It was held by the enemy in great force. 

Company “K“ encountered strong enemy resistance 
and had the bulk of the company cut off by the Germans. 
After heavy casualties were sustained the company occu- 
pied trenches west of the main highway and were con- 
tained there by the enemy for eighteen hours. Heavy 
casualties were suffered by “King" Company. Privates 
First Class Peter Gross and Beanford L. Nanna, Privates 
Archie T. Kizirian and Paul R. Lockwood, Privates 
First Class Vernon W. McDonald, Frank J. Mylek, 
Robert D. Nance and Andrew A. Wildrick, Privates 
Robert T, Tauchen and Radis A. Vise were killed by 
the enemy. 

Company “I" entered Biesheim at about 0345 and 
was followed by “Love" Company. Heavy machine gun 
and small arms fire was received and the two units 
became heavily engaged. The Second Battalion then 
entered Biesheim and contacted the Third Battalion 
elements as the fight still waged bitterly. 

Two light tanks and the Seventh Infantry Battle 
Patrol were sent to rescue the main forces of Company 
“K" trapped in the trenches, but failed when enemy 
tank fire destroyed the light tanks and drove off the 
Battle Patrol. Sergeant Robert Osganian, Technician 
Fifth Grade Elmer R. Musil and Private First Class 
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Closing-in in band to hand combat, tweivf o£ ♦hf wmy 
wc« kiUrd bf Compan y ‘L “ and sev^nty-fi vi- wsijfe 
taLken pri&>nef?J' 

The Thifd Batcalion was finally able to 
beltagueryd^/'K^ Company during the night aad ihf 
%youndcd iiasuaJtie^ evaruated. Supply vehicled 

tank mo^^<d ncrcfr 



Donald A. Sronc of Company “D", 756th Tank Bat- 
talion, were among the killed Sergeant Clarence Wv 
Denton. Technician Fifth Grade Lawrence Dur^Atv 
Private Edward J. Wright and Private Robert W . Gonn> 
ot the same company, were seriously wounded. 

In order to reheve the situation the First Batialion 
was alerted and moved to the vicinity of the Cimitiere 
des Juifs* northeast of Biesheim. and became engaged in 
a heavy fight with the enemy in the graveyard. All three 
battahons were then fighting desperately. 

During the early daylight hours Company 'L with 
a canK and a tank desttoyec artempted to move into the 
center of the town but encountered scubbofn. determined 
that halted the company. The tank and tank 
destfoycir were destroyed by Panzerfaust fire. 

Several attempts syefe made by Third Battalion forces 
cpfttact and rescue the trapped "King" Company 



reached the bait a I ions The "Tig< 
during the night and did txmsidefablcvfi^^^ it 

escaped. 

The fight tor Biesheim and the Cimiticre dc\s Juitsr 
carried over to the 4iH.of Tebruarv' The fighting in 
Biesheirn was- particalftrlv Second Bat: 

ulipn com baltidg enemy doring the morn 



to cpfttact and rescue the trapped Nmg v-ompany 
forces iri the trenches northwesf of the town but each 
time they failed due to accurate devastating fire over the 
fiat terrain; 
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The fight for Bieshetm coniinued Uaroughout 3 Rb^ 
FUary against a powerM enemy determined to bold at 
aJl costs and who coumet-aEiacked to regain the north 
^section of the town Positiom fiuctvuied a day as, the 
enemy succeeded in in filf rating back iptg the port hern 
secrtjr the town and sutfounded some Seventh Inran- 
try rfemeat^. The situation was tense, and extremely 
fluid. , ‘ V ^ ^ 

A plataon of ranks led by Second Lieuicn- 

anc Bert E 756tb Tank Battalion- with 

Company ‘ L ’ doing the mopping up, succeeded m 
clearing one of the streets of enemy rfom bouse to house* 
ten enemy were kiUed. sixty TtVe taken prisoners and six 
80 mm murtari taken intact. 

The enenty direcivd heavy mortar, artillery and flak* 
w^agort fire imo the northern section of the town, on the 
Company K" forces that were cut off and the road 
kaiiing north out of the town, which rendered^tbe 
highway useless. Company "C\ 99tb Cbemicat Bar- 
fahoit; smoked Neuf Brisach and adjacent in 

attempes to block the enemy's vision. An enemy Tiger 
Tank was cornered in Biesheim but then broke loose and 
causedmuch havoc. 

Company "L" continued its heroic efforts but .siiT 
fered several casualties. First Lieutenant Orville L. Ddley, 
the cornmanding olficer, Private Fitst Class Kaymohd 
M Davis. Jr . and Private Donald ^L Mitch^r of 
killed during the action and 
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"Love*" Company were ^ 

many other memliers of the company wounded 

.First 'Lieutenant Gariin M. Gontior, Third Battalion 
S *C. command of Company t.T which was 

then badly barcfired and disQtganmd. He.^^ 1^ m a 
;.d:mhnuation of the assault and svas^ neariy killed bvmself. 
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i.r?g . mj&ume was broken by mid d-ay and ldfg<? 

AumfeKjrs oj prisdoe^^ bi^gan to be captured. Nearly *>00 
wm lakeii IQ the town, At 1400 the town was cleared 
Many weiy the gallafit actions performed dtiriog the 
fifhltpg for and the Cimiticfc dc$ Juifs. A few 

of the mponsible Were larer cited. Staff Sergeant 

fidgar Petrey of Cotnpany 'K‘\ who was kdkd in ^ 
subsequent actioh,, had oi^anized 4 defense ten 

man platoon which held off an PVeywl>elmingl^ 
enemy force for approximatciy twelve hours Private 
Fim Class Ralph Moore, a of Company 

"M’\ unusually gsllaot before wms killed by a 
German sniper. Major Jack M. Duncan, the command' 
ing officer of the Second Battalion. Sergrarit Alfred L 
LuJken bin of Company “E’*. who w^as wounded during 
the action, Technical Sergeant Geort^e C, Pletzke of 
Campany '*C‘. Private First Cla.ss Woodrow J, Scho' 
enfeld. a radio operator of Company ‘T \ Private Brnesf 
M Amundsen of Company ‘D'\ and First Lieutenant 
Gatlm M Connof displayed 

While the Seventh rnfanirv had seized Baluenheim 
and fvUnheim and fought fot Bieshcimi Oth^^ units of the 
Division did little hard fighting but fcndercd assistance 
and jsuppoft to the Regimem. Tlv jt4th in 
lished ' outposts along the Rhine River from Art7enhcim 
south lo protect the rear and fiank of the Seventh In fan' 
rrv.*' The 1 5th Infantry assembied m Kunheim on 1 
February wbil^ the 30th Infantry remained in position 
west of rhe Cana! du Rhone au Rhin in the Bois dv 
Biesheim and sent patrols to the soutb,^ 

On 4 February the 1 5th Infantry ofgam^ed a task 
force and cleared the rear areas of enemy and captured 
twenty- 6 vv€ j[>^^ chc "Dragotf* Second and 

Third Batohon passed through the 254th infatitry 
m the wood^ a rea p the west bank of the Rhine River 
and ;^^^ Bois de Boulay. The 30th Infantry 
‘'OPnlmtied IP apply pressure on the enemy in Neuf- 
Brisach with small combat p^iroh throughout the 
period/’ The ’’Friscan * Fir.'<it Barvalion ' remained In 
support of the Seventh and 15rh Infantries '' The other 
t wo banaltpo.^ moved to assembly areas in Balucn.heini 
and Kunheim/^ 

The ?^^5fh Infan iry Oivisiem operat ing on the right 
had iier/ed the town of Api>cnwibr w’ith its 29 1st Infan * 
uy Regiment making the main effortr An enemy 
Court Ccf'aCfack supported by eight, to twelve "Tiger" 
ranks had forced ir m withdraw Irocn the town, how- 
ever Apt?cnwihr was not reraken until the morning of 
5 Fchfuafy. Later That day the 75tb Infantry pi vision 
;« racked for the lawns of Heifenschlag and Wolf- 
ganmn.' . . 

ITe Second Battery "A". 353rd Scarch- 

Hyhf Bait^ilmn. became ^rtached to r be Tiririi Infant ty 
Division during The aftemoort 4 February and went 
into position on the wc^t ^ide of tl>e Widensolcn Canal. 
That night the platoon illuminated the battlefield with 
refiocred light for the attack made by the Seventh 
Infantry, 

7rh INFANTRY MAKlES NIGHT ATTACK 
CAPTUR ES VOGELSHEIM AND SEALS OFF 
NEUF-BRISACH/ 5 FEBRUARY 1945 

Under tJie eerie 'artificia l moonlivhf ' ' of the search - 
liqhfs. which fcn:uscd on the low hanging cloud banks 
abewe the positions of the enemy, the Seventh Infantry 
attacked south from Biesheim at fifteen minutes past 
midnight 4 '5 February and was supported by an artdkry 
fire program - Thif thte^ rifle batralibns attacked abreast. 

Coinmimcijig at H Hour the artillery Jaul a heavy 
cpncentration of five minutes duration on the road south-' 



cast to the Mont BcJiupuy crewfoads. Then followed 
light concebtt^iioni^ for .five mmwhiSi. which were 
dropped op iiss sU Rliin^ the roads 

leading to Nevif - from rite nbe th and non heas r. 
the road numbered 

195.2 nor&eS'sL^ hi Neul- 

Brisach, the efri trie p tobacco favnory. CaKrnc Aba 
lucci and Voigelshcim- The same poshis tlr^n 
a heavier conCCntfitioft of ten minu^^i^^ 
artiUety con tinned to pour heavy concentfariofi and 
interdictions on th< objectives until 1^^ 

cm call. 

The night attack did nOt;encpunief pOWerf 
reri^tance H thf imemy was withdca vving aL rapidly as 
possible and the days of the "Colmar Pocket" were 
numbered. 

The First Battalion on the left mW ^and 

entered Volgebheim at 02 1 0^ Companies/ a 
were in the attacking echelon w^uh "B / lo 
clean up by -passed enemy 

l-lrst Lieutenant Vicior Morriy. commanding 
Company "A", displayed great kade^hip d^^ tlie 
attack on Volgclsheim He urged 
through two impact areas of aLitillery and tank fire. 
Although wounded four .rimc^ by shell fragments, he 
rushed from man to ntaTT whde shells exploded close 
by .He then led his decimated company on tanka and 
(hen ordered the reluctant tank idtet tci renew its advance. 




Tfew fiitflfbrii «»f the gtgimint who were killrd io aftiort A 
firhOMfy 1.945 wtie: (}\ Pt^. CUrfiKf W,.,pjigfi Co. "h' - t2). 
Ph C*Mfl<s R. Walk««. Co. "B'\ .and < V) Z Lt;. Ralph C. Street 

Under artillery and sniper fire, he led lii.y assault fijatoonS 
in stontdng the town, kiliing eight and tapiuring leri 
of the cncfTiY In recognition of. hiy herorim he was 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cro.ss- 

Private First Class Frank A. Corbin Jr . o 
”A '/ who was killed in the action, and Staff .Sergeant 
Robert E ZicfoU of Company "D'/ disrinipiished them- 
selves during the fighting for Volgclsheim/^. 

By 0710 movt of the W ih hand and by 

noomimc the Red Battahrih were in complete 

control of VQlgetsbcinit but heavy enemy artil 

lery fire from east of the Rlhne Riv 

AS Cft^Nrt. 70. 1^8. 29?t Ul6. 51 VtJ 

id.tf It* 20 1 5. 20 14 27 Auf*;. ’TST^. 

efifingr awirded the 'U OjIs kcil 3 

thtf Isr let fhc SiU'Tf ^i*r Mfcda) Sv?i. Pftmy . 

Ma? pun^ai- Sjst 1 Pfes Mrtoix Sfhwfili:! tif 

An»o»^scH fill? SO yrK Star 

O 'i R^fv Nu V4 HQ M lnf> piv„ Rirdyjibf 
' 4 >. 

5 Reports A CiT ft. HO, 3d. Irtf prAinr, 

TTEvbr -45-''^ ' 

Gpt ^ 170; HQ. Sept, ^ 4 Oft 

JHi ^ eic|> AWArJed 

{fecS^htt ’ 
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was then the scene of hittei fighfiRg bctwei'n the Seventh 
iofaritryan^ the emniy^^T InfahiTy then assisted 

iti I lie f leafing uf the an<^ passed 

thfougb fhe 254th Int^httv piicposts the Bois 

de Sfrohstadi 1^^^^ MoKier and 

advance te tlje btyges over Rhine- Borii the highway 
and railmad bridges were fonnd 

From 2 lo 6 February Ibe lOrh Infantry blocked west 
of I he Canal dn Rhone au Rhisi. conducted aggressive 
combat patrols and supponed the attack ol the Seventh 
Ifiianirv. Tbongh the 50* h Infantry did not enga’^ in 
Heavy hghring during the fist opera-^ 



The Third BaUalion (reinforced) ;on tJiC' fight,, en- 
foantered enemy soiilh ol BiesHtim hi/t tiirongh 

for the tobacco faciory, Corn pa ny ^’L^^.com.to«ded oy 
Second Lieutenant Earle R. Sul], Jr^ tdined 
Objective the road jun<:tfe^ nixmWt^ 
the Canal due Rhone au Rhim 
of NeuLBrisacb. 

Staff Sergeam Bonnie J> ChambU&5 of Company '‘L’’ 
led a five-man. ret on naiA^ance pamd Iji advance of the 
main forces of the company. The patrol quietly over- 
powered two German guards ohtride a building. Tossing 
hand grenades and ipraying, the of the budding 



Poor of the 18 member? of The Regitnens who 
their lives on 5 -f Febraary J 94 5 wm ; 1 1 ) Pfr FrifJe 
A. Coihin, Jr. Co,. “A*’. 1 2 ) S/.Sjtc- Rc'bert C M?«r, 
! Bn. Hq. Co.; (TV Pvt Georg.i M. Peterv. Co, ‘'C'*; 
and (4 ) Pfe Arthur H. GotcschAlfc. Co, ‘'H*', 



with 'Tommy Gun‘‘ firv the mtmlx’rs of rhe patrol 
forced 26 Gentians tc> sviffeodv^r Three 7>mm guns were 
also seized ontside the budding, portly thereafter Com - 
pany ‘X ' advanced; captured 41 mdre Germans and 
established the roadblock a$ dir\xled.^“ 

The remaioder of the Third Bait alion fought its way 
south against moderate r^stst^nce and reached Objective 
‘ B‘\ the Man^ Tabac, thv railroad station 

and ckcttiCAl plant caAt of Neuf-Brisach. l^inb; troofek 
was fcnepuntered^^ a by nooniimr Third Batialion 
fercey had red out she area and taken 72 prisonejrji 



tions some of its troops were the ones destinsni to enter 
and occupy 

Much has been wfitreo about the ’ Bartlr ' and the 
'Opt iire4Vof NeuTBrkac^ w.is never 

fought itself in World War H nor wa>* 

the IdwH "Battie ot Neuf-Brisach ' like 

rhe 'Baitle bf ajnd won in . out- 
lying places by rX<: AlUe.^. Fatro^ Infantry 

were ^ die foWn % jnd did nnt fire 

ci «Hpr. Seventy -eight enemy found in the former 
town and isumnd^d^^T^ Had been 

Xadiy Hattert'd' by the air nnd The artion 

dt the Seventh Infantry and rife forces in rutting ofi* 
the rovvn h^rf compelled the . enemv to withdraw; The 
f!:?lU?.Wing quotation ri an official Third 

Division ftvporr account of the 

otciipation of the 

At OfiOnA (<r Fib.j > ^Uwr'm»fl fre-m .Cemp*tty C 
( TOtfi irisifcd tfat uf an<i 'vw 

iipcft by iwsrinv The pincol Iwdc?; 

hi« And it to the tuaf .the. shlfan^^ 

(b^tjc nro The, cine iaithtsx to fh? wm vtai : 

Mi the Muir dry • Tb<, on** *va?- Cntatcr 

At dyTOA . ^ plpRi^n fmm CompAhy B movrd sOuiH 



ih<t cijul. As ih^ platMti ths «tV 

iTt^d itfidgy. a mUVan .^fjoV af(«^ prr- 

«i#ti an jumped into the dfT m<)*r «r»4 Tpd shy 
m. a nArndw; .irUingfei i*D fodt, thttnet -^bkb led tbtoukh 
into thotriwp.,, . 

(ft -T»ne IsftlMtne in fe tO'»en pnascsttres 

.^jNV tsGtt The tkthers^ ww $j maps of thter rMr 

fotir ot»pf ‘3^ totaJ rt|r hrit acirQJl'n.M' foir. Bv H V^A 
U. 'cr^.s radioed rbat th« Tpvvti >> ^ 

B plaiopn rniercd mprtfv ftri .4ti'4 tw muri pmansrs. 

'I'h^ ?hs Iff TOth Infantrr. wjts then 

tfle .Snd *c» #eV np » penmeter drfetjw 
w.hkti Ijnedfe 




The Seventh InfatUry reniaiui^d lovai«;d around Nei^f 
B/kach until Clio Hih ot I'vbruaif^ jsii^ 
tnopp*Dg- up operiiuods. I- te/ioh' (ofcos hhm 

the liouth anit t-stabhslifk*d ciic»rH*i<r. wtth AiHvrit.sji 
French force? whicyi hsd opeiatiid (t:oiB the 
:'Col!mat' Pocket'' was wiped pur. ," '■ ^ 

On oF Lnf^inttfy 

iin£)Vi«'d by ibe M jjpii - 

laapT^ :«iv 

:;i^r ^ Inian apd 

' ■ti'eipus) y-c ;' ppsVi cptiii''. Abnig' ' tM" ' wcsr, •bi.«k ; i* ^ 
the Rhine RiVcr fpr the ^cpnp tttne 



<4 a ce verve of arnmumpoti waiif cksiired and it wa$ not 
rhou^hf n«iti^s5Aty (u^:p^ on the ea^i: bank 

five** fPt the ; with hea v y 
artih^ry v 0;^trpu policy 

eufpfeyd one pf ftpng pidi lar^^xs:^ and 

.pppprp^mtyv' , •, . . : 



7ih INFANTRY CONDUCTS ITS SFGOISiD 
‘WATCH ON THE RHINE'* IN WORLD WAR IL 
SatJ FEBRUARY 

Riepief of the 2ii 4|ji Jiifantry along thy ot 

ilk- Rhine Riyerr fipnv pyi 

• mirih tP A ■ f^PliohVp'jpip trtfecitij 

during the aKlernoion aT^ T& .le re 

Bhndee bbtde«*iJ; ttir R^ghhi'hf on north. T hii: iOth 
Infantry aSisuirned posiiipnii^ orf f . AH (hrte bat ^ 

vatiDns of the R^gim^nt Mine Platoon of Anti- 

Tank oefuniid; pp^inoti^, Tp’bV 8 ro 1 8 

February IP4‘3; condiiavd its 

second’' ""Watch, ''ph.^ihy'-flhj dr durin.|' ■■'World 'War 1 1 
walhlittle'acr'iyV^^ < 



Geoftal Ghailci D« Gaulle. !»ead of.tb* proyiiional French govern- 
nicni, took pm in the har.owry setvicfs at Colcn-4t fot the American 

dimitiatf the enemy 



and French torcyi wh’idr bad rooperated 
pocket. , ^ ^ : 



The nunibet ^ U^iening posts nuintained by the 
Regiment along the Rhine Rivyt wa^ tbiny. nine; each 
bv the Fitst and Third Battalions a rwdye by ilw 
Second Battahon One rtiglyi debti.'t 

\vVrer rrtisraken for enemy raffs and boat> on fbe Rhine 

River and Bred oa by Seycnvth Intanlryme^^ With 
maclMfic guns asfd mortafv Trip were. Uid in 

frpai of position's and smoV^ was laid to s;cfeen positiojis 
during Javdighi iioUrs^ 

The m a jiine rnan enemy 

patrol entered the Regimenf s iines frPm the 3f)tb In fan- 
uy mibf the A.pvtth and shot up a Company "B'' 
outpos^t befo AmTTank Company relieved 

if« Mine Platpojti With a .gun piataon on the tight flank 
bn the I ^ th The enemy sub jeese^^ shv Regimen tal Com - 
mand P6sr m Kunheim tp: seU - 

propelled at libme and $ec fife tc» a pile 
of amlnunjtioh.'■■,’/^': ■■■^’■■•■'';-y'-^ 

When light fished of H-15 Febm- 

ary in the vicinity of Siegfried line on 

the caif of the Rhin^ River, Cannon Company fired a 
mission on the position. The same, night lour Russians 
siirceeded in escaping from Ure Germans, ccossed thy 
Rhine by boat and enfeted Seventh 1-ti.fatitry Ufies They 
were taken prisoners by Third Battalipn fortes and int^r' 
rogated, Four more of their comrades performed the 
aijimti 5Tuni the higbc id 

^ Ony day Ouipmt No. f ^poii^ enemy on a tower 
ekst -of the Rhine^ and ahothifr ;ifi i tree nearby * 500 

were fired av the 

t^c> Vheo w(U tvefe Ifit seen to fall from their 
;|t5oKout^:peh;:te^ 

French tori’ e?, of the 4eme Regiment Tirailleurs Maro- 
earn cammimce'd n:1iet of ibe Seventh United Scares 
Infantry danti^ ^ Febrwaty 1945. All 

Tliird Ban^Hon foiye« e^ttept at tWo outposts of 
Company 'L''. who ^ould noi be relieved In daylight 
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tvct^ drive rb« lid Divmoa mAde in its promi- 
mnt fvU oif <Iimia4tt«g: ibt' CpL Your fight- 
ing wMfc Yoa deiwued the enemy in erery rouiidi 

mounted eveey obitdclfv juried 9 Md captimd every ohjeicnve 
Aligned to you by ihe CAmmAnding General, t record deftly you 
can b«aii of in tbe campaign |B»t ended. The. imemy ha>t 
Itaiiied to fear you and rts|>ea ydu. You faave the admitation 
dl your eocipanion& in arms Yoiix Commanding Officer uluMrs 
>ouc figlitiity; qualU>«ff- and d pr^nd to command ydu 

2. When not in cdni'^C a«. Infant 

the appearance it nria^e^ and the tpurttt^v it to all people 

within and fcoitn without the^ ^tnmaod. ll «t the a of thi* 

command to ««ure the 4ame high taU hi cooibat a« 

wlien acfoally fighting the enemy AH 

missioned offic!c*y will, by thr p^oywr yf if necys 

aat>'. by dittcjpiiiury rarajiuress incukaty inris ^ibe 

men the ideals of fight matmm. 4 and 

uniform appearance. Special atteniion W 

military courtesy and discipline^ in-d cOtmetivt ?w - 

mediacely whenever dtficietu'Iti are manifer^vii. 

3. This memorandum will be read to of 

Refiment at earliest opportunity. 

JOHN rV HEfisri CfiS , 

^ ^ i t; Col . 7th fnFititrr 



hours, were relieved, as was Company ’C of the Second 
Battalion during the naornihg. The night of 18-19 
Februaij 1945 saw the complete the Regiment 

being effected hy the Ftenchi Qih^r units of the Third 
infantry Division were rdieved and ibc period of opera- 
tion Under the French command was at an end, 

During the three attack phases of the '"Colmar Pocket" 
Campaign the Seventh Infantry displayed some of its 
finest offensive fighting of World War IL The new 
commanding officer who had compiled a brilliant record 
as a battalion commander demonstrated that he was 
equally brilliant in the role of a regimen ral commander. 
Under his leadership the Regitnenr struck savagely and 
mercilessly at the foe in lightning thrusts that knocked 
the enemy off balance and left him unprepared for follow 
up blows. Through bis command of the German 
language. Lieutenant Colonel Heintges, on numerous 
occasions, personally secured vital information by inter- 
rogating prisoners of war imtnedUtely after they were 
captured by the front Kne V'Coftoii BaUra". Valuably 
time was saved and taformaclon important at the 
moment was thus obtained. 

The rifle battalions at! gave eitcenent accounts of 
themselves, were ably led and refftc ted great credit on 
the commanders and their men. T he deeds of gallantry 
and heroism, many already recounted, testify to the 
superb manner in which the troc^ps fought Followmg 
the hectic First Round ta Wlikh the enemy lost Ostheim. 
the Chateau de Scboppeu wihr, Rojenkrat^^^ Si a cion de 
Bennwihr, and Houssen to the hard hilling ‘'Cotton 
Balers" but in powerful counter- blows drove back and 
ctippicd the 30th Infantry, the Seventh Regmiem 
assaulted across the Canal de Colmar to deal the enemy 
another devastating blow in Round TWq. 

Inability of the 1 5th Infantry to attack on time 
because of poor logistics and improper liaison with the 
French by higher headquartm, did not deter the Seventh 
Infantry from carrying out its mission and attacking at. 
the prescribed time. Bischwihr. WUn-en-Plaine and Hor- 
bourg were w’rencbed from the enemy's grasp. 

For Round Three, in which the enemy was knocked 
our. the Seventh Infaniry alone opened Che TVnrd 
Division attack between the Rhine River and the Rhone* 
Rhine Canal. Balizenheim, Kunheim. Biesheim and 
Volgeisheioi were captured and the enemy was forced to 
flee from Ncuf-Brisach. 

Like at the close of every other campaign, the roll 
call revealed that many "Cotton Balers'^ were absent. 
For the two-momh "Colmar Pocket" Onipaign undef 
Frenci) supreme command the Seventh Iniantry loist 185 
enlisted men and 12 offiem killed and died of wounds 
received in the action One other died of injuries received. 
38 were: missing from the action, fi48 wounded. 53 
injured and 23 were taken prisoners of war by the enemy. 
N^earl^: All casualties Avere suffered during the periojcl 



THIRD INFANTRY DIVISION IS CITED BY 
THE FRENCH AND THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

Wljen the American Third Infantry Division was 
relieved by the French on 19 Febfjuary 1945, its longest 
stretch of combat in World War II, which commenced 
wdh the luvasicm of Southern France on 15 August 
1944. was ended. In the actions of the American Seventh 
Army and the French Fiirsi Ar'my a principal role was 
played by the American Third Infantry Division which 
the Germans had long before, in Italy, called the 
American “Sturm'" Division and the French called the 
Amencan "Elite'' Division. 

At a colorful ceremony in Colmar the head of the 
French govern ^Gcnetal Charles De Gaulle, paid 

Divtsion for 



high tribute to the "Rock of the Marne 
ilsr ouistamliog work in. the hberation of Frjnee ^antf 
awarded to it the coveted Ftoich Fourragere. All metn- 
bers who served with the 7'th. 15th and 30th Infan- 
tries add other units of the 7"hird Infantry Division 
during riie period were authorized to wear the French 
Fourtagw^ 






22 Janujry-d Febnufv while the offemivc was on 



REGIMENTAL COMMANDER COMMENDS 
HIS TROOPS 



SEVEKTM iNPAKTJtV 

oFHciE or THE MmmmrAi: commander 

, ,A p- a- • 

. rn'cbruary 1943. 

MtMORAWUM 

TO: Alt Officios rfffU Tftf Jntanm*. 

I . The dficUa^V o£ Ririimcftt «. iu4a:<d dfinjig 

votnbdf jiy act<v>fT4» it 

biule. Offiwtt anil m»»i 
new pages of glah' 5«<f fti rh*^ 

lb« recenfe cimpiign wWb' Hvgim ifi meeve 



'mmm 

evia^a ^*ev.' Of sfiy&«w wjktwjk 

Mnyjti O'.jCJNh 7>*(*<XUMR FtKCKCY ' 
ctMftkOjr* 

hujim 4 1 



’•0 Decision Prov. fttnich Gav't. 17 Jalv *45 





Tbc offvcwl Ffcnch citation was read by General 
il Acmee Jean Joseph Gabriel dc Lartrc dc Tasstgny, 
Commanding General of the First French A^yf then 
he pinned the coveted cord of IwhOi: to the divisiort 
colors Thus the Third Infantry Division hecamc the 
first American division to be cued by the French Gov- 
ernment and awarded the French Fonrragere /or service 
ifi World War II. Major General John W. O’Danicl 
was made an honorary private first class in the French 
Foreign Legion 



FROM THH COMMANDING GENERAL 
SIXTH ARMY GROUP 
To the Connm;»nd»ng Gcncc*l. Qflfifen ind ibt 

Third Infantry DivA?iofl . ’ 

On Jflmnary 23*d Diixiuon lawn^^bcd art tut thr 

enemy with th§ olrimain' ob)Ktivf redact n^ ttn' Cotmar 

PocLft ibe 29^ ih attached 

by a operation >ob .f the !U River and 

a brid^eheaid sontfi pf nihatMiier^ You held thia 
bitdRebi^d in spite of hcaVfv^li^iTh^mf from the 

rfar Later, yon Riedwihr and 

rlwn drove .v^ach. iro.csed the »bd hr swifr 

i!ttA«eiivft« secured >tvo hridft dx towns tn 

imttrt. You bnilr bridiRe!* wiih and. driving 

w'»(h your anixor. yon m»ill;ilni<d Colmar artd ^ off tbr nrtTeat 
of the ertem? hf of lifeuGftri*»ch in ihr northern snetor 
of the potLd Ynrtt the TL French Corps to 

push eastward to the Rbine #fyd forced the fjiemy south td his 
ofiU route orejrcape Thrb.wgfiout thtf^ fighting, op^acd 
hv a fansiirA? H»m and tefyibb ^tsathjw. yott Hilled many of the 
rnetny. Capfuivd Urge ounjhef^ of pruSorter* and sei/ed Urge 
<]iuanmi«a of mtirefiii 

This c.:>nimtnd»hU Opfratiori ^ out ip the h«r 

trarfition of Ofyi«iiiOrt and bit added anorher 

glorious which inrl tides 

y^lmosi fear tUy^ afld ninvtevp MedaU of 

Honor tnaft on this fibv organ«'ra- 

vion hi vhifV t^lhruid 

JACOB Tv DCV^RS 
I icuirnant Geoefit U S. Army 
Commanding . ; 



To tb*t c<;>mmertdabo?» U added the 
and admiration of ibc Seventh Army. 



[ongrainUli/wts 



A. M: TATCH 
IJevttcoant CjenfraJ U S, Army 
Commanding 



Mvmbvts of the Medical Dewlimtut afa ^bown outside the Setondl 
fitrulion Aid Station wbiefa vrxt establUhed in Baltzenbcim. AUaoe, 
during Fehftiary, 1945. Ftonr tow, f to r., Pfc‘ James Ethcyidge. 
T/5 Dorr Pfe James Camefon. Pfe Emit Ladner. T?5 

Boeford Ofi^iit and Pfe L<wi^ Hardly^ Middle; Pfr fiaTold Fbs, 
BacH Rowi t Lt. R. L, Tillman, Pfe Charles O'Gonnor. T/4 
Matthew (jMpft. T/4 Joseph Harvey, T/4 Theodore SiegaL T/5 
James Beck. S/Sgt. Bernard Kampala, and T/5 Theodore Tboroproa. 



N'ty fttrtgrsiolatiou?. Again. wtU Third DtvU^ 

JOHN m TO 

MAjof-GfnefaL U S- Army 
Corntnanding 



OPFICIAL FRENCH CITATION 

1 the Elite DivisifTfl which remained faithful fh (he fine^ 
traditions of toufage and sacrifice which had hevu irs pndf 
during > be Vast war w-hen n acquired ihe n.amv of R*)cK of the 
Mame*': 

Under the y♦8oo:iu^ leadership of General ODartiel, a \ljjet 
Koo*<n lor hit energy and his aNfity to pcamfutcrv thr division; 
remaining in fijie. Without inrciruptipn fftiighi vkrofiou«U* 
from ifie beaches ist the MediUrranean to the banUs of the 
Rhine 

Attached ro Army under cotnxnajKJ of General 

tie I attre de *l for of the Colrna»^ Poi krt 

fhV Third Divisi/m f|?f ips evey ftneWfd atUck^ 

taktfi a Urge part »rt i|>ir?ictonpt«s bartlt of Cpltnar, During lV» 
nigllT of 22'/V JitnbiSfy l?f4i ihu division auctrtdcd irt tn>«r, 
ing hr surprise 'llj nvetv and fiptWTv.d the fitk 

4n?wv ictow a triralrt fOYrtxd ’'.•(■itb 

ob«iacl« and in sptW pf a ra^i»|L snqw hjiy/.ard 

Giving the enemy no t«t and putt uing hiav with sin evei 
io/cerasing ardor, the diViViPn rrossed the 0:ihrta^ ,> aT)*l fo *nc- 



FROM THE COMM ANmmi GENERAL 
THIRD INFANTRY MVlSlON 

^lemhe^f «T Jhc T hird InfarUTf Diwsi.pn : : 

Ypti have trtu rpmplrred an ^ PpeMtiniy ayiitiai 

>ff;e ywTpi/' whfih ynttr hava jfVcOgtilTfd 

i?i rbr -fotm pf YjtatTOit by tUe FfWtfe GPyer^ as well ay 
•vour Wt have a. repi?r*V{i^rt ej' hW.ny kn ffhneitt: lighting 

>iN>SrOn. 

y.he» >»^r are out of fhH t<«e f«r '«’« mart not 

1«sr iN 9 ht tvf thU leputaiSort H ^ mainuined 

ilvfonabouft oivr yvery action TbePefonf, e«Nf to it that you are 
Hp»;>vrt av belonging to ihg ThM iDlvlpiO-h br the way you 
salute hr the vray pro conduct ps». «nd bv 

rhe ivav you do the InnoTmeraWc (hat go with being a 

'voW-pr In other words, fifght. Rky hell pUy^ like hell when it's 
• '»VT *nd work tiH* hytj to be ivady to fight liHchtll when 
a t^in i’jiUrd upon Stich U ctitt Third 

JOHN W O'DANini 
Maipr. Cjtncrai.t? S Atttiy 
^ Cotnmanding 



cvttsfully surrofittd .and .capture the Vp.wu of Neul-Biiwvh. 
(Vrebv cDtring one of the only rwo pij^Jiibie Jin«s iVt iT 

the enemy still fighting ja the region youth of Cpiol^r. 

The division daring this action i^piufyiTovei^ four 
PWs. thus briflianily cornpleling the i* 2 ncs nf gh^rin^^ npeta 
none in which it .pafficipated ftv»m the Meditcramcan to the 



PRESIDENTIAL CITA7TON 
GENERAL ORDERS' TVAR DEPARTMENT 

NO 44 WASHINGTON 75. O. C 

SPCrriONXm. fijuncj 94 ‘y 

2. As authnmed by Executive Order ^“196 (Sei T Wp 
Bill 2C 1941) vupersedinp Exentiivc Order 9075 fS«c lU 
WD Bnl i l l**42) ihe folJowing unit i^ cited by rhe \Var 
pep^r! mctit for odlstaiuling peHoriTtanev of duty rp action 
during the period indicafiN^ eintkr lhe provisfons of Section 
tv. WD CltcviVir \^X 1943- Je <h? namfe of the PrcMdent cd 
the United Sfafes w public, nf Reserved honor and 

distinciion Thrcliah'oti readsarffjltov'S" 

TTe Thipl InfAnirV pivitjon rm attached 

■ unrts; ■ ;• 



P C. rebroarv 70, 1 945 -—Sijtned 

GENTRAI- DE LATTRL DF T A^SIGNY 

Commander iin CbjH --f ine P tcnc l» A rm v 



Besides by the French, the Third In/anffy DiviJievn 
w^.k cited by high American military leaders and 
uaUy *by fbe President of the 
arc here itpnoted. 




Jnfsntnr Rcginofm , 

f '^Hrb Cb;erti^ Gn^p;^t»^ 

^ ^ Uf A«iicrtn>»»V Weapons B^naiUon 

I 

. ?5li? th T.JR V ' 

Fighrihg '<nc«^nUr», from .22 »> Frbruary 1^45 

in heavy snow ?>r»tro:l rhi^c^Vglv €Tii?f^ marshr^ aprf 

v oods ’ and ow«jr a f}«r plain by numcrot«« sni»t{ 

canals. ;i.rng*uon ditchev iimi lorrain iHcaOv 

^uittd to the dbcfensc. btEa^hi^d: tbe^ defense waj(l on 

oonherti penmefer of rhe Co>o(3r and drove for 

ward to l.5oUt« Colfp;jr rhr Rhine CmsisiAg the F-xcht 
Rfy^ fec3^^ ^‘aem»r. AW'e^ flnriny the bt’^. bOnrv 

Ot dirfebftw of 2? 'J AwuarVv ,v^r«eihtl yj[«t;»T!^}nt‘: fo'dljiht 
n-a>‘ Rp,iirhi'nii.: fhe 0) 

a bndge ««af dtttjwn aej-ms but coHapted he'foyy <yrmor 
<<vuW ro the supporf: of two of iSiNih )r^’»ab/f> 

o« th? f<»i s)rfe I^Uf<ed and ftb.cKtd hr a foii f?ier?Ti»n Panr^r 
Bngadr; on^ and of<t*3'»»r?ti^fd these vafiaht. »f/>ory 

s» 7 erf forced hack. yard. hy yard. .\Vaye,>b<Je' ^yvb jinmne 'irv.d 
tof^ntfy' w4« huH^d against iheKh !bv'<' dc^?i?y bp>^l»^‘f od»4 
fht Re2>.ment hHd thiacfonyly »c« ib, 

wa?d /if ; i^nec deep inow : Hvhbh m.i(Ucd »»;t\> oi n 



enmes. the 5d fpasrht, ftom hou^e ;ro bOnse 

9nd «»r<ft to *v»t'*cr, in <bc tovyoii^ of pl-stt»v 

Under r.urtouf cnncfn|*>ih*)nA hw . irtfdpy 

c revised ihe Find nUf C>.n:fi tP .•r.i' tmatis xljJ ^tng yV ti^bt oif'.: 
? t> laniia tv Privinfi ryttfnthWfy 
{ nt«d '^irlhln eight briurs i 50D p» 

'dj.'fiin'ii- ;h^,djy fnd Urigis' of 

ihfouyh t<> the Rhotic Rhinf 0«al th<i af oyaw 

c»)( on ikpd «My assiirvd .I'Qiipuhg the diinpcbon pf 

'the 3tty.'V/ ii'»y tha Rhone Rbint*. 

t Antf; fyhiyc Nvitf,, »hv| BriK4<h 

Bjridff' thy '.rp’wF'’ ihc bridged »nd 

Nivif lyyili h'f: rbi^sinj^ .♦ hi!;' pttHO'rrfn’^ ' moat and 

^Vd?h;| ;’ff:n'* njrd‘itva'1- ^ In .:>ne «f the hardest 

rovftbt ;ipd- h^oodtysrFv'Amy^^^^^ the, prit. the W Jotantry 

Uiyf.vt.nn .snrtthilftfed ihnte etteoiv divtaiopH? pajHaHr {festroted 
fhjrve or.bsrv t jpinrrd oV^r’ 4:0t>0 privOne ahd iort»v>ed marc 
y yl<0 <:^sn^r»fea on the f , , 

f5v, order of rhv Sfrmfary of W:ar.. 

Ci C MARSHALL 

CMel of Staff 



] , A- Vl fO ; 
MarorCiVnsral 

The Admtant fScriCfiil 



Tlie 2$ 'CorWH aborye, who.svon the.Sifver Star Medal ary: O ' Pfe. Frederick BasHttw Co* ‘'C‘, ill Pfi. Micha 

CorV*H‘y <3) Ptc .^iiAlvin T- Bradshaw^ iCo, i;.4 ) Pfc. Paul D. Clever. Co- (5 ) P/c. Lewis V^F Ciulf5:tt^:C^ 

Stephen Neianh. Cov’'H'^, (7) Pff- James W. Si;haliz, Co. '‘A-’ i 8 i CpI. Troy ^. Hollon. Civ 
''D'f, Micheai G, Fanelh. Ct». "F". » M > S/.Sy^ Mavs G. Overton Cr»: ''V .: « t Sv S>jt Gijorgv' K Pltc:?Ke, 

Capyi CbiVtet L. T«jdw*ay. Co. n 4 ) Capt, R<»be« V Horton. Cn Co-, Pf<- ChTirrian A.. Pnnk. 

H- 'S^ryHi Ct> 'B'* . < j 7> S/Sjjt. Cottiad L- RegtI. B P.. rM ' I Sgi, Rtihert M^O Kajrte. Co. A-f ^ ^ Lt. f^'<' 

niany :V4 Bri . Cd,.< /20) i C t .Herttm T. Bocbce. Co. '‘K'V. I 2| ' t hr. ;5>m S- l?i(y.irmmb^?vCTi I Lf OybrSi 

.ypit CtJ Cipr. Fagenr^ '"H’% fZ4> Oot Fd'yard J Krcr. 

f i^TCapi. Ffcderick O. Rafhtel/. Ma, C* t^TVGapr. Frank J. Syladek, Mv C:- G^arjiy W, Vanj^U M* Q, 




PART SEVEN ^ 

The German Campaign '-15 May 1945 



CHAP 

Preparation 

f\a til y 1 9 J*f bruary 1 V4 n th^c SeVesTth - 1 n U« i ry torn 
m*^v?^ir!€nf by Rh»tu^!u*i to irH 

Aiv' tiCyrih c^t Kan^y: Tht^ 'ro^U 'ollowyd W3a 
tbraiv^h Coirtj it, St Db . an N;to(: y Tbr 

in !o the?r ihf nigbr. 

Hk’ R^4 B4ttaJioA m tht Wliitc 

'in DiieviOnArJ . \ht Bb?e vBaiUUoo Itit.o 
Atifi-Taiik anti Crrmpan^t’s 

- viti? viHj: . htrv\cc Gornp.in y i j rf Dk-’I kni u d v\* herr 

iby Command Pt.v^i was a1w I'.^tabli^ljrd 

;*V'7it5T>4n^^^^^^ rA’\ 3rd Mpdicol Bairabon. wa5 ExtabUshiaV 

■)p- Pdn^t'A^AJt’UiSson Attachments vyetc fc|i?<vsc<l froni 

■y^venih 

; Thn Ki'gtnwnr rested and rtb.i biliUU'vi irnv.tp the 

fttAf ipw dayf »n fije new area, ‘t'oirnn pialofs'* te<eiy»nt 
a iw-a^ty WfK'omt- by ilu' popwhee ?hc towni of rK- 

ptcnMiir^ ot l.orraifU' whw ihv\ were blh<:tcd »n rhr 
h.omp^ td rhe |>eopie and pubhi hmVihngs pjr . 

rVjro tmd stKvws were ptnvtdPd for fhr men nnd Kiid't 
cOmnan\y beW d.!nce>< wt»v h were »iMeri«b*d V»y tik P^d 
arid yvHfig ' • U'i leij ' at I, Off , imp q inrf J v‘ Jetf fir'd 

the Ami'fU»;»p nros and enjoyed the da.nrii t 

^^Jwes w^iv divert to the *nvn uy vistrihe hi^paitc ody rt 
N.tm;y : W4‘R ilevrped to rdigi'mN Siw< <t>v 

t'ommciiting; I'fbn;,HY a Innired fraMtini: nfn?^rre?(\ 
crind>ictei:^ Whiclv incfvtdtd insjacfrion"// Jf^viphnafV 
f/whntn]^ iTiil canditioainK niare The pef^onal fjppwv' 
>avx hi- ftic rnen . cate <>ud rUanins of eqnipmenr Tooi. |yp 
pan M the yime. 1 tie Arrtclcs of wetc and 

f:N:tur^? ^iven dn moTablV aori Aex A 'reani 5;b>m w 
reriewed wertpn the squads plastxvtn^ aruif tompaniei ^'(^h 
ite ttou-cfjim.mfssioKoJ -ind ci;vm.mis.paned OjljCiTv iiiairi 
ing Jh)? of all the neW men. bein<^ iortut on hrc*>m 
mv bmet 3iCi|iiaiAM 

On T A'^arv'h a marc intfrovHv’ pKigt'Am P"' 'fv'Tjn'B 
\vVm imri )teJ with eight hoOi^ p*?^ liiyt devoted to . 
w»'ip7Ab:^ ftAining and small un?t probtemA <n tb^ aaaek 
an(d defense One thhd oi the rraiiimg irnndtKeed 
duriog f he h*».hr^ of dark »u;.s,s nrrtpha^sR AVjo hlseed * tn 
'v/lhige And vtfecl fighting ' v^hUl) took plaec in lA'ur- 
nyye U Oaet4^H^ where a ‘ typical’ Gernnin yffU^r wa/? 
«et np. Dvam»oscf3tjv'mt of .sttot r behling hv ®e'<eted ^>^0 
sptinpr pftveded rhe u^t of rhe village by orr«ah tmi? 
form^uons ;(T rh« battalions Fun use waa mndco oC 
dtTnoIfhonv g^renadtpr ro^kei latincbcrs. yi>tnwers 

and vyhcr lnt.innfy 73^0^ dwt^sreent weni:t: iTxv.d 

in the rK:er<i>cs.T'^efy wacv la rnaKt t:h; 

pfObkm^ A.V 4^ po:wb mrnybeee of 

the Rejgrmebt, '0a?irtg pi^be" 'TnifKwl 



Go gle 



TER I 

and Plans 



moonhghi was used. Ano Co'mpatjv was oj^a 

nii^ed iDfP tank dcstr«?,yer n»d training begfuri 

with Mif r>xKci laii'nvhf o bet lei: known ax rh*‘ ‘ba^be*K.J . 
as the priroafy vve.TpLm xjt rhtyi«iiijpiruy lefhcr chan th 
anti tank gun,: f hough the giin n\i;: rj-Ot. neglececd Pirtnf 
was tomiucted. Cannon Campkny fired iiA we-xpoiis on 
the artilirTV fang>s NumrAous wrte field for «bf. 

offjceis and nah i.ommVsNicvnfd rdfi.O'rs Vdb'-h ipclndcd 
da:*.sr5 lor lofv/.4rd.obscrv^y.v^^^^^^^^^ ciiri^licm tT arlilhiy 
.vnd mortar bre 




On 7 Manh 4n impTes'Jtvp cvieinony w is.held .on the 
hisUifir ptam E>f Chwi^ic. Uvo miles svtA> rd 
■i When .t7ie-\gaflanr" inlanuv WaY foghlv cpm*: 

mt-nd/d hv 4 .rctaenanv General. Ale jeandey M. Patch.. 
Conrimandin^ CWncral ot rhe A mericAn SlA’ench • AVnHi 
Ma’jdr Cijtner^iJ 7t>kn \V ’ ' J Hm Mtke 0 Dan vel; C^m-, 
Cieneral of rhcThird Infablrv DiVistiSn. aciti 
hi' Brb4.4d.irr Ocrtpfkl RoWvi T Ttanng. 

the pformnent part it played iiv reducing rhiv *'C^^ 
rk<kci ‘ And in otfrvKnjy opera 

On a {ficy-. cool, early atcernodn ;cfn*i 7-»^T?4hn.g ;ml 
PfiVCrilVng all ifuirning, the .kdendid fro^^ 

B^RC‘ Ktgtmem were .atrav^'^ in 
^rmanons to the admiratiort of a large civilian gal kry 
T in* fv^gimentai Colors witi) ?heii nuroeroat ^Ampaign 
svfcafnvts dapped in ihr brew one of .and 

pibs» dyr/vrated regiments In the Ihiited Sutes .Armv' 
s7p^j^4at Miention. ’ T 





r^T C Thobro difpartcd for the United States 

on tempoT^rV" dut^. Notprofw irained to be a 
soldicTvtliP rn;m Uom Wyorniof lu^ great proni- 
ise during hij£ days in ttie Arm landed with 

the fU'giment ar JFedaM that dark 

ntorniog of E Navemfe^r: second heutenant. 

During the ensuing campaigns h^ displayed unosttal 
ralenrs, coolness^^ and bravery while under fire on the 
field of battk\ A man of few yy^ords bur. bold and resoiiite; 
of action he had become one the Seventh Infantry's 
bufstanditjg field fommaoders and had proven himself 
hilly capable of handling a, tiflc battalion under the most 
irying iOndifions, He ne^ asked an officer ot enlisted 
man TO perfe^tm a mission rluf he: w not have done 
bimsdh He was greaUv lov^'d W officers and men 
who served under him for he shared their eve ry^ hardship. 
Many 3X8 ih^ that aa* told by the firesides of his 

great .scorn far personal dange? ot w^elfarc. One of the 
most dangerous assignments^ fot a soldier in his battalion 
Avas to become hiv oi^^^^ driver or body guard in 

the thick c^f ha was always up front and once 

during the bMet fighlm of ihc Vosges Mountains every 



General Patch prcscnied the nation's highest valor 
award to Sergeant James P. Connor of the Battle Patrol 
for the actions he performed at Gavatlaire-sur-Mcr, in 
Southern France. 1 5 August 1944. Company "E ' 
received its wcil descrved Presideatial Unit Cirat ion and 
the Regiment was officially awarded its "Combat Infap^ 
try Regiment" streamer, which was W^elcome. but unnec- 
sary, as every combat soldier knows thar the Seventh 
Infancry has always been and will always be a "Combai 
Infantry" Regiment. Numerems Purple Heart Medals, 
Stiver Star Medals, Bronze Star Medals and Soldier s 
Medala were also awarded to Seventh Infantry person- 
neL The ceremony ended with the magnificent "7th 
Light Foot" Infantry, wdrh Wr colors’ streamers and 
banners ffyiag, and her inimitable ‘"dogfaces", passing 
in review before the commanding generals. It was a sight 
that would thrill the heart and bring fears to the eyes 
of chose who know what the Seventh Infantry has been 
through, has meant and will always be to the United 
States of America. It is ibv? Regiment that is always 
"willing and able" and hav nevef faded in jts assigned 
mission. • 

During the stay north of Nancy the 0:>mmandi 
Officer, Jcbti Arnold Heinrges. became a Idll colonel of 
the United Stares Army ft promofion justly 

given and there was not a man in the !^n tire Regwnenf. 
who did nor feel happy for fhc old man," as he had 
prewen his ability and tTiany felt should have had 
the promotion long befoi^. 

One change occurred on the Regitneftfal Field and 
Staff during the Nancy intef lude/Wbcn Licutctiant Colp^ 



member bcvii killed or wounded and hr 

Stood a Ip nr wounded and Gulonci 

Harr?:ll "5ent bffic^r to relieve him, he stubbornly 
reftt^ied m command- A man of high ideals 

he was ne vex known to cvksc or blaspheme as hs held 
great corttroV twee the rn^^t tying of dccum- 

staucey. Hptdcf of the Distinguyie.d Service Cfoss. 
Legion pf ALrnl A\vatdc Stlvrr w Bronze Star 

Medarapd Heart Modal he was one of the 

&venthvln most decorated members. 

Colonel Lloyd B. Ram^y moved up to 
Officer's positijon while 
the South CarDifnian, Major Ralph’ T. Flynn, assumed 
command of the Thtird Battalido Jack M. Duncan 
received promcnipn to the grade of lieurcnant colonel 

On 9 March a ne^ pha^ oLlhytruction was initi 
with rhe iechnkfUc Pfriv^^ as the subject. The 

battalions- Organized Tlic next 

day actaal river exossin^ by were conducted 

over ihc Alo^lly River in of BcUeville. On 

11 March the Rcgime’ns^^^^ less Service 

Company and the SKJmirdvfratjve moved by 

jiv.’jtor to the AMcinity t>f Lak^^ where first the 

Reginvent was to cocducl 4 ct<^.s>ng problem of its own 
then take p^n ip aivexem*« by cIac entire Third Infantry 
■ Division.,; ' 

During f ho trairring that Was conducted 

on 17 Myfvh boars capsized. Private First 

Cla$s Daa^,id K© and Private Midwl M Cicr^ 

hart Jf-: besh "A", Wert drowned in 

L.ikt: Parrr?y. 

The training cut short on ih^ i^^th by order of 
higher he:.idquarre}^ The tactkal situation on the 7th 
ArmV front Was such that tlie Commanding General 
ordered rb< Third Tnf^ Division to be committed 
without delay V' ■ V 

Bi’fotc crossing tbe Rhine River the Seventh Infantry 
was to crKk the Siegfried Line. T troops of the Regi- 
numl Were the bdicting areas north oi 

^ At itW Marth Gotonci Heintges received 

fegarding the new offensive 
acilon Staff then M'orked night and day 

;hLm3k*ng;p lor the nciv ppera- 

The American 7rh At^Y- ^ its great leader, 
planned to resume the offensive oij: D-Day, which was 
sci For 1 March 1 945^ Objcclms^^^^o^ the 7.fh Army were 
to dcstjrpy the enemy in to^one; penctw the Siegfried 



X-tr Q^ti. Aky«w<kt M. Parch, commanding tt S. 7th Army. con- 
iaotet Gonnor and awards him the Congrrsiional 
Mrdarttf .Hvnvr. Maj, Ckn.:p‘Dadiel 
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H plus on O-Oay and iheceafun: a?:. 

rsH^ucscedw Command- r\ 

mum of 4ir effon the attack,. 



n^lnjcDts iX’^crc ta attack abrmi in j;h? Third Infantry 
Divtsion iotne oP speed and 

agigre^siVenes? on elements of 

44tb Infantry occupied ao irregiilar 

line from the vicinftyy^ vicinity of 

Rirniin^. France. TJ>e ^trA<;kUig fegiments were 10 seke 
Pha^ H-Anii 'FEDAt A- and up their xon« Fol- 



During tJ'Day ^^fedium bombm Wtne 

tQ b^rafe S»cj;^h:H‘d T deienscs in the 

division '^s AOn^:: / " ■ ^ b ' 

For the new operation whic.h was called ^’Earth- 
quake", Major General Q't^aniel selected the yOtjt 
Intamry Regiment ro attack along^df of che ' 7th Light 
Foot'; InianrVy.f WUh th^ Seven the left, thfe two 



F. O, Nci- 2 » HQ. 5iJ fnf\ Dhbv Pont-A'Mo«4soai Fnwi»> 

..lUar. '4^..-^; . .: , 
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lowing rapid coordination on Phase Line “FEDALA" 
they were to continue the advance with utmost speed 
to Phase Line "FRANCE". There the combat teams 
were to be prepared on division order to rapidly breach 
the Siegfried Line in their zones, capture Zwcibrucken 
and then advance rapidly to seize objectives on Phase 
Line "COME". As in past operations the attacking regi- 
ments were directed to destroy all enemy encountered. 
The flanks were to be protected and contact maintained 
with adjacent units. Commencing at daylight the regi- 
ments were to be prepared to smoke the objectives. 

The 15th Infantry Regimental Combat Team, initi- 
ally to be held in reserve, was to be prepared to assume 
the mission of either assault combat team. On division 
order it was to be prepared to exploit the advance in 
the division zone by employing reinforced transportation 
to motorize itself. Close liaison was to be provided with 
the assault combat teams and up-to-the-minute plans, 
including route data, for rapid employment, were to be 
maintained. The "Dragon" Regiment was to be prepared 
to breach the Siegfried Line. 

Major General O’Daniel wanted the attack "pressed 
with the ruthless vigor that has routed every enemy 
formation opposing the Third Division." The men were 
to be brought to the highest possible state of offensive 
spirit prior to the jump-off. Bayonets were ordered to be 
sharpened. The division commander directed that maxi- 
mum effort be exercised at all times to seize and secure 
bridges: and that commanders exercise every measure to 
insure secrecy and tactical surprise. All combat vehicles 
operating north of the line of departure commencing at 
daylight, D-Day, were to display cerise, or orange, panels 
to identify themselves to friendly aircraft, and all units 
were to be prepared to mark the front lines with smoke 
or panels on call. By-passing technique was directed to 
be used to the maximum for the new operation and 
the regiments were to be prepared to initiate night actions 
of not less than reinforced company size each night. 
Ordinarily a darkness objective line would be established 
and the unit ear-marked for the night effort would pass 
through leading elements on that line. To the maximum 
extent possible, a battalion was to be used for the night 
action and be rested during the daytime. It was further 
directed that every effort be made to remove mines from 
main routes prior to daylight. D-Day. Gas masks were 
to be carried by all personnel. The use of the alternate 
code signs was to be discontinued effective at H-Hour. 
After that time the regular insignia, markings and signs, 
which were to be removed or covered before leaving the 
Nancy area, would be used. 

7th INFANTRY MOVES TO THE FRONT 
ONCE MORE AND PREPARES TO ATTACK 

Following his receipt of orders for the new operation, 
late during the night of 1 2 March. Colonel Heintges 
dispatched billeting and reconnaissance parties early the 
next morning for the initial areas to be occupied by the 
Regiment, about seven miles south of the international 
boundary line between France and Germany, in the vicin- 
ity of Kalhausen. southeast of Sarreguemines and east of 
the river Sarre. 

Moving in three serials the Regiment motor-marched 
during the night of 13-14 March 1945 via Pompey. 
Nancy, Highway No. 74, Moyenvic. Dicuze, Fenetrange. 
Sarre-Union. Oermingen and Kalhausen to assembly 
areas in the vicinity of Singling, France. The Regiment 
made the seventy-five mile motor-march without inci- 
dent and was closed into the new area at 0230. Recon- 
naissance was conducted and plans formulated fgr the 



new offensive action. The Regimental Command Post 
moved on to Bettvillcr during the morning. As D-Day 
was the 15th of March and H-Hour was established as 
0100 there was no time to waste, but the Regimental 
Field and Staff completed its preliminary work with 
time to spare. Colonel Heintges conferred with his bat- 
talion commanders and issued his instructions for the 
attack. He ordered that the battalions be moved at dusk 
to designated concentrations areas near the line of de- 
parture held by the 44th Infantry Division elements. 
Lieutenant Colonels Wallace and Duncan were ordered 
to attack with their battalions at H-Hour, 0100. on 15 
March 1945. 

As the zone of the Seventh Infantry was split by La 
Bickenalbe River the Commanding Officer outlined three 
plans for the attack. ^ Under Plan 1. the First Battalion, 
on the left, was to attack to the north and seize Objec- 
tives 5. 4. 3 and 2 in order and attack Objective 1 from 
the rear, at the same time, with at least one company, 
which, upon clearing of Objective 1 was to be prepared 
to assist the remainder of the battalion in reducing 
Objective 2. The Second Battalion on the right was to 
advance rapidly and seize Objectives 6, 8. 11. 10. 9 and 
7 The bridge at Peppenkum, Objective 9. was to be 
seized and secured. During the seizure of Objective 7. 
Objectives 11, 10 and 9 were to be held with sufficient 
forces to protect the right flank. The Third Battalion, 
in reserve initially, was to be ready to attack ranidly to 
the northeast on Regimental order and seize Ormers- 
viller. Objective 12: to protect the right flank and estab- 
lish contact with the 30th Infantry on the right. 

In the event La Bickenalbe River could not be crossed 
by the First Battalion between Obiectives 5 and 4. Plan 
2 would then be put into effect which called for Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Wallace's troops to continue the attack 
rapidly from Objective 5 to Obiectives 8. 10. 9 and 7 
with blocking elements left at Obiectives 10 and 9 to 
secure the flank. Under Plan 2 the Second Battalion 
after taking Objective 6 was to move on 1 1 and 1 2 
and forget Obiectives 8. 10. 9 and 7. The Third Bat- 
talion was to be committed on the left under Plan 2. 
rather than on the right, to seize Obiectives 1.2.4 and 3. 
which were the little towns of Guiderkirch and Erching. 
the southeast arm of Baumbusch woods and high ground 
in the vicinity of La Bickenalbe stream. 

Plan 3 was to develop out of Plan 2 in the event the 
First Battalion could not cross La Bickenalbe stream at 
Obiective 9. In that event the Red Troops were to seize 
and hold Objective 10 and the right half of Objective 9. 
be preoared to resume the advance to the north or north- 
east. The Second Battalion was not to be affected by 
execution of Plan 3. its mission was to remain the same 
as in Plan 2 but the Third Battalion was to continue 
its attack from Phase Line "FEDALA" and seize 
Objective 7 and the west half of Objective 9 prepared 
to continue the attack. 

The Seventh Infantry Battle Patrol was to remain in 
Concentration Area "C" prepared to move on order as 
a "mopping up" or combat patrolling force. 

Anti-Tank Company was to move from its initial 
assembly area, commencing at H-Hour, to Concentration 
Area "C" prepared to be employed as a tank destroyer or 
"bazooka" company. Its 57mm guns were to be held in 
the initial assembly area. 

No artillery preparations were to be fired in advance 
of H-Hour but the 10th Field Artillery Battalion and 
Cannon Company were to support the attack from previ- 
ously reconnoitered positions on call. 

2 Operations Instruction No. 19. HQ. 7th Infantry. 14 Mar '4 5, 



23 } 



Digitized by 



Google 



Original frorri 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




Com paf>y * A' 3 First Plat ooo of C.ompa rrv 

756ri} TanV BAtritlion. Comp^tvy 'A ‘ fwnsi 
Tank D^^troy^r Batraliofi. 5 : 

\ B' ‘. 44 f St Alltv Aifcr.»£t /XrT^Hcty fAWV 

wm' >0 move i/oitr initial !rt< 

tiony Atea^ "‘A'\ and 

^on. ^ rout?^ of acj?»ance wtiy ^larcti 

y^ a^ : to b«2 pronipllf t:G the aiiackitiig riiflc hat - 

tjiliony; 

Company ^7fh Mortar 8ai taHon was 

fo a^^rabiy ini^ pii^parM to frcoHnoit^^r 

anii occtipy fitiftg positions on Pfder. 

, ,T!he Thii'd , Rr^tinais-sanee T roop a trd 71"hi/d Divis- 
ion Bitde P^Uol ^ it?:, the Regiment ^rtd 

^tdefed: tx? A<?!^mhlc in^ Area ■•C"' com • 

menevPig: he Rrepaml. to exploit any 

fere^kfbfhwgh a^vanc 4 * te 

• :A1{ atwcHmenfC ty^t^h: - liat^on 

wHh Room Or 0:rm P<^l . 

The estimate made of tJie enemy Mmaiion wais that 
x)n MtAck bv the Seventh InfantfV w<n?jd 
e nccuniet .e}emen ts of the 1 7 SS P^navr Criina divi Div in^ 
wn ivhkh included the 17th and A^th SS Re^^imeafs. 

. A ppf dxtmafely 25 to 40 ritemy 
the how-^ey at Guiderkirch aad i\ohdwcted- <n^^^^^ 
whenever American troop.^ appro^ehbd Prcqncdtly: an 
assault gun from the 17 S$ T-»nk Bj^fcahon. 
si?tfd of from 18 to 20 sssattii 75rnnv ypas; had fired 
on American troops fiom ifKTvkinOV'^o SierTen- 
w a Id and Baum bnsch wocxIa tr n umy t roo p>^ ''^er e sa i d 
Id he mo^fv vpnscripTed sofdkr^ who ofU;rt pairof 
ihv 44th infaniry Xh’y^ lines and s»rrender«:xj on the 
least provost to prevtDus week the enemy 

had hc*?n r^pl^ei rhe <otJ scripted personnel with what- 
ever uoop? he M$vmble from hk baggage trains and 
ti^^r «chyhin pfctonnel which consisted of quartermastet 
and toin persto^ re^'onnais^iaflee. engvnerr and antv 
•f reraft .^rtitlefy troopi. Ah estim^t^d 200. to 100 cnvmy 
irO0p!s ivere t^vpVekd P the Regimental f rohc, 

■ The enemy defenses ronsisted m field 

fortificatiohs 4hd thence the mighty Line 

di'f e ws AlthoVig the enemy bad prepared efaboratv 
tfcpches Avea^ and bunkeirs.. patrolt bad estab 

,' ■ 1 Vi<hed; 4 'he;;fM ,; f'tat . th 4 -:f 3 «tm 2 b$ iorkiaw^d- ,' ro. math tain'. 
' ,‘of ;peT- 

M ni'AS\';;t(tL ’pOshkins- -T wp-ntah 

hghimf^ hplift^T^ Jctgis 4nd |hr mfid small 

bunfei^-thati at 

Frcto Eppeniheheb.^i^^ 

, manned reverw sltipe$ However. po«iitions; had fw^ch 

prepAfed ,op emts snd wi re expeeted to Ik oi^uptH on 

al^trur SpiUli of tlrmeTswiller the enemy M^v^ 

.\m all dda ving portions which consisted 
■mathine.guh;:emh^ 

Tte tofy enerhy arnaOT ATpTiyd M tb^Seyvhth.ihfan- 






plan*i fOfi 
INFAt^R^ ATTACK 
MARCH 15 , 194 ^ 
MAP NO ^ 



cowc A' 






Oa-rtviV 



itONCe 



PLAN5*2^*3FOR SEVENTH 
iNfANTRy ATTACK 
MARCH15,1945 
MAP NO. ?7 



tPCMiNOj 



I i 



RtML.ttVG 




tank mines placed on top of the ground and booby 
trapped mines that were identified by stakes with red 
and white ribbons attached, it was not expected that 
too much trouble would be experienced from mines. 
There the estimate erred, as actually for the preceding 
month while the 44th and 71st Infantry Divisions had 
done nothing but hold, without aggressive defensive 
tactics being employed, the enemy had heavily increased 
his mine defenses. That was readily discovered once the 
night attack got underway and German Schu, Teller 
and anti-tank box mines began to explode. 

Enemy air activity had been practically non-existent. 
Two weeks previous, with two captured American 
planes, the enemy had attacked the town of Bining. Only 
high altitude photographic planes had been identified 
during daylight hours. It therefore was not expected that 
the enemy would concentrate heavy air activities during 
the initial attacks. 

Enemy artillery fire had been extremely light through- 
out the sector with small concentrations merging on one 
place at a time. The German artillery had been slow in 



reacting to American patrol action and all enemy artillery 
observed had been of light calibre. After breaching his 
initial defenses it was expected the enemy artillery would 
become even lighter but it was known the enemy would 
employ all his available self-propelled assault guns to 
cover the artillery withdrawal. 

The terrain in the Seventh Infantry sector began with 
rolling ground. The predominating hills were north of 
Utweiler. The valley of La Bickenalbe stream, which 
was in the left center and parallel to the axis of advance, 
constituted the Seventh Infantry zone of action. Little 
was known of the road conditions but it was expected 
that armor would be able to operate over the roads and 
trails along the ridgeline in the right sector of the zone. 
As the attack should advance the terrain would become 
increasingly rough with cross valleys such as was encoun- 
tered in the Domfaing-Les Rouges Eaux areas in the 
Vosges campaign. 

The enemy was expected to defend on his positions 
and maneuver local reserves to the Siegfried Line, then 
perform a delaying action under pressure of the attacks. 



CHAPTER II 

Seventh Infantry Leads the Third Infantry Division into 
Germany and Breaches the Siegf ried Line 



At dusk 14 March the Seventh Infantry troops moved 
from their assembly areas in the vicinity of Singling 
France. The First Battalion closed into Concentration 
Area “A ’’ near Rimling while the Second and Third 
Battalions closed into Concentration Area “B” near Le 
Buchenbusch woods. 

A revision of the plan in regard to the use of artillery 
was made. Though the original plan called for no 
artillery preparations before the jump-off at H-Hour, 
it was decided to lay heavy concentrations on the area 
above Phase Line “FEDALA" at the time of attack. 

It was a cool, damp night with no snow on the 
ground. The rains of the previous days had made the 
ground gooey and sticky with mud. 

While the artillery boomed, the First and Second 
Battalions passed through the 324th Infantry Regiment 
of the 44th Infantry Division and precisely at 0100 
jumped off in the attack. A machine gun was encoun- 
tered almost immediately by the First Battalion troops 
but overcome and the troops on the left moved rapidly 
to establish another first for the Regiment by being the 
first Third Infantry Division troops into Germany. First 
Scout. Private First Class Wayne T. Alderson. of 
“Baker” Company, was the first “Cotton Baler”- to step 
across the international boundary line into Germany. 
The official time for the entry of “Baker” Company 
into the enemy's homeland was 0131. thirty-one min- 
utes after H-Hour. 

The First Battalion troops continued to advance 
rapidly and overcame small arms resistance. As the lead 
elements closed on Objective 5, Company “A” branched 
off to the left and attacked Guiderkirch from the rear. 

Following clean-up of Objective 5, Companies “B” 
and “C” crossed La Bickenalbe stream with little trouble. 
At 0520 the First Battalion troops had seized Objective 
4. Road Junction 304, and were moving for the Baum- 



busch woods which were also seized. Company “C”. 
under the command of First Lieutenant William T. 
Wright, was left in the woods and the high ground 
nearby, as Company “B”. commanded by Captain James 
B. Rich, Jr., pushed south for Erching. 

At 0530 when Company “B” was halted near Erch- 
ing. France, by fire from two German Mark IV tanks. 
Private First Class Clarence Firestone advanced in a 
lone assault on the enemy armor. Carrying his “baz- 
ooka”. he crawled and ran about 125 yards through 
tank and machine gun fire and ignored bullets which 
struck his entrenching tool. Fifty yards from the first 
tank he set it afire with a single rocket. Two Germans 
were killed and the second tank was forced to withdraw. 
Company “B” was then able to resume its advance. 
Private First Class Firestone was awarded a Disting- 
uished Service Cross for his heroism.^ 

Company “A”, commanded by First Lieutenant 
Abraham S. Jaffe, encountered strong enemy resistance 
in and around Guiderkirch. At 0430 Colonel Heintges 
ordered the Regimental Battle Patrol to move on the 
town from the south and help clear up the situation by 
contacting Company “A”. The patrol encountered 
enemy on the southern edge of the town. 

When Company “A” was halted in a narrow ditch 
under machine gun cross-fire and heavy mortar concen- 
trations, Private William D. Avery voluntarily crawled 
out of the ditch in a singlehanded assault on the enemy 
automatic weapons. Advancing 15 yards over exposed 
terrain through enemy fire, he engaged two German 
machine guns in a duel at close range, emptied eight 
magazines from his Browning automatic rifle into the 
hostile emplacements, killed three Germans and silenced 
the weapons. His intrepid action enabled Company “A” 

3 For authority see GO No. 342, HQ, 7th Army. 28 July '45. 
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to resume the attack and capture its objective. For the 
heroism he displayed Private Avery was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross. ^ 

Company “A" and the Battle Patrol continued to 
engage the enemy in and around Guiderkirch in a stiff 
battle but won the contest at 0900 when the town was 
declared clear of all resisting enemy and 5 3 Germans 
were held as prisoners of war. 

Following the attack made by Private First Class 
Firestone on the enemy tanks, Company ’B” seized 
Erching during the morning against moderate resistance. 

For the First Battalion that early morning, Private 
Lawrence R. Russeau and Private Edward J. Vilt of 
Company “A”, Private Earl K. Stevenson of Company 
“B", Staff Sergeant Oakley Salisbury. Sergeant John F. 
Kreis, Private Cecil B. Coffin, who was killed in a 
subsequent action, and Technician Fifth Grade Herbert 
G. Johnson, all of Company 'D ”. Private Albert E. 
Whittington and Private Robert R. Willbanks of First 
Battalion Headquarters Company displayed gallantry in 
action.^ 

In spite of the resistance encountered matters had gone 
quite smoothly for the First Battalion forces but not so 
for Lieutenant Colonel Duncan’s charges. Shortly after 
crossing the line of departure with Companies “E” and 
”F" abreast and “G” following in reserve, the Second 
Battalion troops entered a field heavily strewn with 
mines which began to explode. The explosions of the 
German Schu mines notified the enemy of the Second 
Battalion’s location and within a short time mortar and 
artillery fire commenced to fall on the hapless battalion. 
The inevitable result was that the command became 
badly disorganized with numerous casualties sustained. 
Most unfortunate from the standpoint of the welfare 
of the battalion as a whole was when the personnel 
carrying the radio equipment of the battalion and of the 
artillery forward observer, First Lieutenant Jack Ivester. 
were killed, wounded or dispersed and the radios lost 
Of destroyed . Without communication the battalion 
commander could not immediately notify his command- 
ing officer of the plight his troops were in or call for 
supporting artillery fire. Company “H” having its per- 
sonnel distributed with the rifle companies lost three of 
its radios destroyed and two entire machine gun sections 
lost by casualties and dispersal. 

In the darkness of the night and confusion while under 
fire it was exceedingly difficult to fully reorganize. Some 
there were who withdrew and straggled. The Sec- 
ond Battalion greatly reduced in strength, possibly fifty 
percent, moved on out of the field and drove on for 
Utweiler which was entered and captured against moder- 
ate resistance between 0530 and 0600. About sixty 
enemy were taken prisoners of war. 

Through great leadership and gallantry displayed by 
men of all ranks the Second Battalion had overcome its 
first great obstacle and driven on to Utweiler with a 
fraction of its original strength. First Sergeant David M. 
Carroll of Company "F” lost his right foot when he 
stepped on a mine that morning. Though seriously 
wounded he refused immediate treatment, encouraged 
others to continue on to the objective and directed the 
evacuation of other wounded personnel. Private Clarence 
W. Mai of Company “G”. who was severely wounded 
in the face by fragments; Private First Class Joseph P. 
Germershausen, an aid man of the Medical Detachment 
who was wounded in both legs and blinded by a deton- 
ated mine, and Technical Sergeant Aubrey D. Miller of 
Company "H” were three others who were gallant and 
sacrificing during the terrible experience. Captain George 
W. Yarnall, the Second Battalion Surgeon, moved for- 



ward through the shell fire and exploding mines to aid 
the casualties. For hours he performed amputations, 
administered blood plasma, applied dressings and evacu- 
ated casualties. Technician Fifth Grade Joseph O. 
Kitchen of Second Battalion Headquarters Company, 
though wounded in action, voluntarily continued duty 
and was first to sight enemy tanks approaching on 
Utweiler and gave the alarm. Private Hobart E. Brown 
of the Medical Detachment performed many mercy 
missions.** 

The Blue Battalion moving up behind the Second 
also experienced trouble. Its artillery radios were knocked 
out by enemy fire and casualties were sustained. Though 
the mine-sweeping squads of Company “A”. 10th 
Engineers, and Anti-Tank Mine Platoon assisted by the 
Ammunition and Pioneer Platoon of the 324th Infantry 
Regiment had been at work clearing mines, there were 
many, mostly plastic or wooden mines, that had not 
been detected or removed. This was soon discovered 
when the armor started to move to the support of the 
foot troops. Four tanks moving to the support of the 
Second Battalion were disabled by the exploding mines. 
Then counter-action by the enemy delayed a resumption 
of the attack until later in the day. 

The Third Division Commander called the Regimen- 
tal War Room for the situation at 0415 that morning 
and after receiving what was known, revealed that the 
30th Infantry on the right had encountered strong 
resistance and was making little headway. He was told 
the “Cotton Baler’’ Third Battalion was moving up 
behind the Second Battalion ready to be committed. At 
0615 he called back and directed that the Third Bat- 
talion be used to take Objectives 8, 10, 9 and 7 but the 
Commanding Officer could not comply as the flanks were 
too exposed due to the forward position of the troops. 
A series of setbacks occurred that prevented the Com- 
manding Officer from carrying out “Iron Mike’s” wishes. 

At about 0730 that morning the enemy directed ffak- 
wagon fire and fire from self-propelled guns at the Second 
Battalion forces in Utweiler and then at about 0800 
closed in on the town with a combination of four flak- 
wagons and nine tanks and tank destroyers, which 
included two “Tigers”. It was a tough situation to be in 
without support of any kind. Attached armor had not 
gotten through to the battalion and without communi- 
cation, artillery could not be called into play. That was 
the fundamental reason for the almost complete destruc- 
tion of Lieutenant Colonel Duncan’s battalion that day. 
Communications personnel of the Regiment and Second 
Battalion had not laid telephonic lines of communication 
to the forward position and without radios there was no 
means of communication with the Regimental Com- 
mander, except by foot messenger. The situation grew 
worse in just a few minutes. The enemy armor closed 
in on the town from three sides and began shooting it up, 
then enemy Infantry of about 200 in number attacked. 
The houses one by one were lowered or badly damaged 
by the enemy fire. “Cotton Balers” fought back with 
“bazookas” and rifles and with what few machine guns 

* For authority see GO No. 625, HQ. 7th Army, W.M D.. 22 
Oct. '45. 

- GOs No. 175, 177, 182. 187, 226. 262 0 313. HQ, 3d Inf. 
Div.. 24, 25. 28 B 30 May. 24 June, 18 July B 27 Aug. '45. 
Pvt. Coffin (posthumously), S/Sgt. Salisbury. Sgt. Kreis, T/5 
Johnson, Pvts. Russeau, Stevenson. Vilt. Whittington B Will- 
banks were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

6 GOs No. 187, 198. 208. 227, 249. 264 B 268, HQ, 3d Inf. 
Div., 30 May. 7. 12 B 25 June, 10. 19 B 21 July '45. Capt 
Yarnall, 1 Sgt. Carroll. T/Sgt. Miller, T/5 Kitchen. Pfe Ger- 
mershausen. Pvts. Brown B Mai were each awarded the Silver 
Star Medal. 
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were on band until the ammunition was exhausted, themselves and a few made a run for it to escape. The 
Many officers and men were killed and wounded. Great Second Battalion. Seventh Infantry, for all intents and 
confusion existed and command was lost. Groups were purposes, had been destroyed. 

forced to surrender to the enemy, others tried to hide Though the Commanding Officer knew the Second 







The enemy felt the fury and power of the assault and 
eouid not hold up for long under U. biir tire Germans 
put up a bitter fight and finally withdrew from Uiweiler 
very reluctantly. Captain William D. hnxhony vigor- 
ously led Company ‘ T‘ in the asiault and it Was his 
company that first entered the toWft that for 

the rescuing forces. His men shaitettd the German Infan- 
rry dcfrn.!K*5 guarding the town. Advancing boldly 
concenfrated epemy attiHery fire he brought his 
men to cov«r. Although severed wounded by German 
flak ficr.- Ca the assault oh. and 

secure of. Utweiler, Germany, and retained command 
with inflexible willpower antil he lost consdou.snc&s- 
Caprain Anthony was awarded the Distinguished Serv- 
ice Cross f or his ictians of that day 

Company 'T' was first reported in Utweilef at I *3 j 2 
Company '‘L“, under the command of Captain John 
E CieLeon, entered shortly after thac. The armor of 
the 756th Tank Battalion and 60 1st Tank OrstroyeT 
Battalion and the bazooka'^men of Anti-Tank Gompanv 
did some good shooting that day. A total of sevw 
enemy tanks arid tank destroyers were dcsiroved by 
their fire By 183Q the re inforced Third Battaficin 
forces and Anti-Tank Company had re-taken Utweikr. 

Staff Sergeant James L. GUyeon. Sergeant Robert B 
Hambert and Pfivafc First Class Lorenzo Medina, all 
of Company 'T’\ were among the personnel caprored 
by the enemy in the morning. h> tfie afternoon during 
tlie friendly ar.iillery fott<cn£rations which Scored many 
bits oit enmy pi^htipnsY mcludmg the building they 
uccupflfd. the ihm ^ Fdx” Company soldiers capitalited 
on enemy 



Battalion was in serious trouble he did not know that a 
catastrophe had befallen the White Battalicjn troops. The 
first definite information came af 0950 when a eall from 
the 30th Infantry’s Second Battalion Command Post 
was received and an officer jctated ibai a sergeanv from 
the Seventh Infantry's Company 'H'' had with 

word concerniiTg the While Battalion. Staff Sergeant 
James K Shipp was put ud the phone and in a haiting 
voice, tense with emotion and exctiement, said: '^ur 
yorcev---occupyirtg the town of Lltweiler — were sair- 
rounded-~by six enemy tanks-^-and the tanks were 
clusing in on the town - there wax no enemy Infantry 
with tfjc enemy tanks — most of the battalion-— is sfitJ 
iH town— enemy tanks blowing down ill the buildings 
in the Bartaltcm GO is still in the Jown— -have 

no cornmunkation with the battalion '' 

The sei^esnf was to remain where he ijr as and 
that transport ai ion would be .svnX for lum^^ 

/it 11 00 First'Licuten:^nc John AnamiJL Jr., of Com- 
pany "H’ who aUcf had escaped, and Staff Sergeant 
Shipp entered the War Room The lirtaenan reared that 
to him at least fivs known enemy tanks and one other 
vi?hicle Ijad $urtobnditd Ufweiler and «hot it up “We 
had the choke of giving up or m * for li> which 
a few of us did. We did everything we could. Had the 
town cAptured and about 60 PWs taken We used up 
ail of oat bazooka ammo. Qui^de the town I entered 
a pin box where there were 1 5 Company ’£' men. Tlut 
First Sergeant of Company E‘ by there with one leg 
shot off.*' 

The lieutenant further stated that many troops in 
Uiweiler surrendered iO cfiep\y When asked the 
size of the enemy tanks he slakd he did not have time 
to determine tberr size . 

It was a bad fCpott to rereiye, It Was hoped the situa- 
tion was not so bad as reporfed hv the sergeant and bis 
lieutehanc. The Commanding Officer alerted the Third 
BaTtaUem. Anti-Tank Company and. at Urlfed Armor of 
Company “A' > 756th Tank Battalir^, and 6Q br Tank 
Destroyer Battalion that they would make an atuck 
with artillery suppotr at 1405 to retake UtwHler and 
rescue the remnants of the Second Ba.iuhon 

Then the Commanding Offioec himself went to the 
iropt to d attack WJven four of the attached 

rank^ struck mines on a toad and then sustained direct 
front hostile shell fire, Golpnd Heintges persuaded 
remaining tanks, which had withdrawn, to follow him 
hack up the road. Despite intense enemy self-propelled 
shells that hit less than 50 yardsir^m him and although 
flak fire swept the area. Colonel Bid ntges brought the 
armor 500 yards up the toad and ih:spi red ^ t^^ crews to 
launch the attack with the riflemen ^ 

When 1300 came around and no word was received 
from Lieutenant Colonel Duncan it w^as assumed be 
was killed, woundedof taken prisoner. By that time 150 
personnel from die Second Battalion bad been picked up. 
They were those who had been dispers'd in the. mine 
fields at th« beginning of the operation. 

At 1400 a lerjrific. revengeful, artillery preparadon. 
was. opened up by the 1 0th Field ArtiJlcry Battalicai 
and other hatfalions in die form of > “box barrage*’ on 
Utweilcr. with no fire in the fourth quadrant, as it was 
there that Colonel Heintges believed that the surviving 
Second Battalion forces in the town were located, winch 
was correct As the artillery roared vengeance on the 
Germans, Companies ’1“ and " L’\ and the “bazooka*' 
teams of Anti-Tank Company, supported by 15 piecifs 
of armor, launched their powerful attack to retake 
Ut v/eiler. Air missions and artfllery were fired on Pep- 
penkum, Mcdelsheim and Ormmviller, 



‘onfusion to seize hostile weapons Wh< 



I Lt, Robeci W. Rankin, C». 
"F”, WM on* 6f tJu; 37 “Cotton 
Bairn'*’ who were kslUd during 
(be action for Ut writer, G«r> 
many. 



approximately 30 snrpriwd German guards attempted 
to thwart their escape, the three “Coft on Balers” fixed at 
the enemy, wounded one and caused the others to sur- 
rejader oyer to them. One half hour later the friendly 
Third Biitalion forces x€-captured the town.* 

Lieutenanc Colonel Ouncan, bis $-2, Second Lieu 
tenant Albert V; Betker. Jr., Private Jerome. Schmuckler 
and one otl>er soldier were fopnd in a bomb crater which 
wa$ partly filled with waiex and located south of 
Utweiler The Setpad Baua lion commander and his 



OO bio. 187, HQ. 3tl InJ. OiV.,, IS July '45. Col. Hcintgwf -wai 
ji warded ibt Isi Oak Lc&^OuKtcr to the Silvtr Sur Medal. • 
For anltiontv se« tX) No. 625. HQ, 7th Army, W.M.D.. 22 
:Ocr,'45. 

GCi N»x 237. HQ 3d Inf. Dir . 15 July '45. S/Sgt. Oafio^. 



three companions had been in the hole with water to 
their arm pits for seven hours. Nineteen wounded mem- 
bers of the Second Battalion were found in the town as 
the Germans had not had time to evacuate all the 
wounded prisoners that they had taken, though it was 
learned that they did take with them First Lieutenant 
Harold W. Erhardt of Company *'H", who had been 
seriously wounded. 

Only a few members of the White Battalion other 
than those already named were found to have success- 
fully hidden themselves from the Germans and escaped 
capture. Among the small number were First Lieuten- 
ant Eugene Bacon, the commanding officer of Company 
*‘H", and First Lieutenant Charles W. Webb of Second 
Battalion Headquarters Company. As the heavy weapons 
company had its sections divided among the rifle com- 
panies First Lieutenants Bacon and Webb had entered 
Utweiler with Company "E” and a command group of 
the Second Battalion. 

From the few survivors a partial story of the tragic 
events of that dark morning were unfolded. In referring 
to the enemy tanks that attacked the White Battalion 
forces. First Lieutenant Bacon said: “They attacked in 
Indian fashion surrounding the town. Then they pro- 
ceeded to lower the houses oh us. They started on the 
north end of the town and fired on the stone houses 
lowering them, and firing on those men who were outside 
in foxholes. Many of the houses caught fire. The house 
my group was in caught fire and we moved back. Men in 
other houses were also forced to withdraw and it devel- 
oped into sort of a rout. Much confusion existed. Thirty- 
five of us gathered in one house. When the enemy Infan- 
try attacked and started throwing hand grenades in the 
windows some of the men started to surrender. The 
group fought it out for about 1 5 minutes until one man 
succeeded in running out and yelling “Kamarad" and 
gave up. Others followed suit and the situation was 
lost."’® 

First Lieutenants Bacon and Webb then fled them- 
selves and escaped to the cellar where they hid in a potato 
bin and covered themselves over with boards, straw and 
t^tatoes. The Germans occupied the house and the two 
lieutenants had to remain in hiding. Frequently Ger- 
mans would enter the cellar to look around. Once a 
German SS major sat on a board two feet from First 
Lieutenant Webb's head and ate some American rations 
that had been taken from the prisoners. The two officers 
reported that First Lieutenant Erhardt had been brought 
into the house by the Germans and for a time they 
could hear the Germans talking to him and recognized 
his voice when he replied, though he talked but little. 
The two officers said that the Germans did not mind 
the American artillery or planes but definitely did not 
like the Infantry-armor attack put on that afternoon. 
“We remained in the bin covered over for seven hours 
and were badly cramped when rescued at about five 
o'clcKk.'® 



John E. DeLeon. First Lieutenant Charles A. Brown. 
Private First Class Elias A. Hernandez and Private 
Charles A. Carothers. all of Company “L“. and First 
Lieutenant Sam S. Fitzsimmons and Second Lieuten- 
ant Carl E. Retherford of Company “I" distinguished 
themselves. “ 



On that dark day of 15 March 1945 while the 
Seventh Infantry had once more led the Third Infan- 
try Division in its achievements by being first for the 
Division into Germany and had made the deepest pene- 
tration. it had suffered a grievous blow. For the first 
time in World War II and possibly for all time (though 
the writer has no detailed information regarding action 
prior to this war) the Seventh Infantry had had a 
battalion rendered almost totally ineffective. Once 
before, on the Anzio Beachhead during the bloody 
battles of 30 January 1 944. a battalion had been greatly 
reduced, even to smaller numbers than the Second Bat- 
talion on 15 March 1945, but there had remained some 
semblance of command and its survivors were not dis- 
persed and scattered. It remained, though woefully weak, 
a fighting unit. The Second Battalion on 1 5 March 
1945 as a fighting unit was virtually destroyed. There 
was the task of gathering up the scattered remnants and 
reconstituting it. 

First Lieutenant Joseph G. Lambert, Motor Officer 
of the Second Battalion, reported into the Regimental 
War Room during the evening and gave the following 
information in regard to the strength of the elements 
gathered up: 

Officen Enlisted Men 



Company “E” 
Company “F“ 
Company “G“ 
Company “H“ 
Battalion Hqrs. Co. 



1 10 

0 2 

1 39 

3 68 

4 56 



Total 



9 175 



The Second Battalion had gone into the night attack 
with 640 officers and men’^ g^d in the space of several 
hours had been reduced to 184 scattered and ineffective 
personnel. Records compiled later showed that of the 
456 personnel missing. 21 had been killed in the action. 
72 wounded and evacuated. 17 missing and 222 had 
been taken prisoners by the enemy. The other 124 
members were to be gathered up in the next two days. 

“Fox" Company had sustained the greatest losses. 
Captain Earl E. Swanson, one of the ablest company 
commanders to lead a “Cotton Baler" rifle company 
during this war and who had risen from the grade of 
private, and First Lieutenant Robert W. Rankin, with 
thirteen of their men, gave their lives. The enlisted men 
of the company who were killed by the mines or explod- 
ing enemy shells were Master Sergeant Arthur C. Rose. 
Staff Sergeant Leonard Berg. Privates First Class Hubert 



Lieutenant Colonel Duncan entered the Regimental 
War Room at 1 840. His clothes were soaked and muddy 
and he appeared slightly shocked. When he spoke his 
voice was weak but the old fire was there and he said: 
“It’s the first time I fought a war without radio or 
armor and it will be the last time." He was unhurt except 
for two slight scratch wounds from flying mine frag- 
ments. He stated that some men were killed and buried 
in the rubble of Utweiler and also, with a tinge of 
sadness, that many had been forced to surrender to the 
enemy. 

For the Third Battalion that afternoon during the 
counter-attack which re-captured Utweiler, Captain 



As told to the writer by Lt. Bacon on 1 8 Mar. '45. 
n GOs No. 175, 177, 227. 228. 295 & 339. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 
24 0 25 May. 25 0 26 June. 9 Aug. 0 17 Sept. '45. Capt. 
De I. eon. I Lt. Brown. 1 Lt. Fitzimmons. 2 Lt. Rutherford. 
Pfe Hernandez 0 Pvt. Carothers were each awarded the Silver 
Star Medal. 

Only on one or two occasions in World War II had the 7ih 
Infantry gone into combat with her rifle battalions at full 
strength. The rifle companies and battalions operated with num- 
bers far below the Table of Organization figures while Service 
and Headquarters Companies operated with as much as 20 per 
cent overstrength. Reinforcements were received only when the 
total figures for the Regiment fell below the fieure established for 
a Rifle Regiment as a whole. TTierefore the rifle elements of the 
Regiment were practically always under strength. 



239 



Digitized by 



Google 



Original fro-m 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




H A. KlcibocKer. Edward M. Kalodziej, John Mekruit 
and William T, Neal, and Privates Edward D. Cladk. 
John T Creegan. Cleborn S. Davis. Mark DeSistc 
Kenncib L. Duncan. Paul 0. Gibbon and George C. 
Sallee. Their names rank wnh the imrooxtals of the 
gallant Seventh Infantry'. 

The number “F" who were wounded 

wss not so large as the number kilted Sfaff 
^fgeint Gilbert Susser. Privates First Glass Hillary H 
Aiedfbrd> Robcft A Nasi and Norman Snyder were 
fedously wounded while Privates First Class Matthew 
Bklskij Benjamin E. l-oup, and Privates Daniel V 
ponahue and John H. Rose wore lightly wounded. 
Eighiy-three ftiembefs' oC Company ''Kl Were taken pris- 
oners by the enemy including Second Lkwtenants 
William R. Telky. ifenald H. McKibbon a«d Charles 
E. Segler. if. 



Lieutenants Harold E. Goyk and James A Grough. 
and 1.9 enlisted men taken prisoners of war 

Company “G’|. being the riile company in reserve. 
Company “H'’ and Headquarters Company suffered 
badly but not like Companies 'E” and ’‘F‘\ Sergeant 
Norvcl C. Smith is the only man of Company '*G'’ 
listed as killed on that day while 'H‘* and Headquarters 
Companies do not have any men listed among the dead 
for the day the Regiment enteml Germany. However, 
1 edmical Sergeant Frank Arkex of George ' Company 
was 80 seriously wounded that he died of his wounds 
on the 20th and Ffet Lieutenant Harold W. Erbardf 
of Company who was seriously grounded and 

taken prisoner and evacuated by the Ciermans, died two 
weeks later in a German prisoner of war botspital, just 
after Americans were to capture the towm in vehicb it 
was located. First Lku tenant Weston S. McKaac of 
Gompany "G*‘ was .mis^hg in action while First Lieu- 
tenant Clarence J, Grant, Second Lkatenant William J- 
Davis jod 61 enlbted men of the aame £c»mpaftY^ Were 
taken prisonm of wax by rhe enemy had 

25 of its members taken prisoners while the Headquarters 
Company and Medii3l EX’tacbmcnr also had a few each* 
Eleven officet^ had been lost by the Second Battalion that 
morning, two killfd. one Tnis.<mg and eight prisoners, 
one of whomf as mentioned. Utter died. 



COMPANY BECOMES INVOLVED 
IN ACTION OF ITS OWN 

During the iK-urs of da.rkbm Company “K ' had 
somehow, avoided the helds and advanced to r lie 
litaw aortheast Of Utweilec near Si. Joseph's Church 
and not; fat from Ot mens daylight enemy 
armor and hflehTen hxik the under fire, staged 

a ' ‘King’ ‘ Company ‘ Cotton 

Balers’’ contained in I he 

life and succeeded in 
repulxi(ig Uie cmemy. fe Herbert E. 

Bother.: niortarmeu Rkhard B, Millmao and 

Private First Cias-s Robert H. Jurgensen, Private First 
Class Bruce F. Smebbury, a Browning automatic .rifle- 
mail^ and Private First Class Bernard J, Ryan, a 
“bazooka -man'", all of Company “K", and Private 
Hugh L , T arrant of Com pany “ M ‘ ' were ci ted for 
isexiahs petfotmed^ 

During the, ptght a! .15 - 1 n March Company ' K’ ’ 
fc joined the Third Bartalion jp Utwciler. Though the 
RvgtmenI had sustained heavy losses on I 5 March 1945. 
if nevertheless had aefompUslied a grear deaL and fer 
IkV means was m oEefisivy spint lost Giiiderkirch, Erch 
ing< Utweilvr and the BadiubUsch woods had been 
cleared, and over 20B Germans were made prisoners 

Qn the right the 40tb Infantry had made less Nfad- 
M^vy «tnd the Third Division commander moved up the 
I5tb Infantry to Iw cpmtnitred through the 50th At 
2 100 the Fir^t Battalion of the i 5th Infantry surfed 
moving to EppingT hbach where IQth Infanfry elements 
were pas.sed fhrough and at 2210 the battalion attacked 
for Ormvr.syilkt, w original plan v had been a 

Sevenih Infantty 



.Sgrs. Sbc(}l3crd Anti Crawftird o( ihc' Second Batufion 
D«i;ich(tienc arr fbmog.i7iphed in the main tcreir of UttpeiJer the day 
aftei tbf “Banlr of Utweiltr'. 



Company '*E“ did noi lose so many killed as did 
Company hut bad many more wounded. The five 
from 'Easy ' Company who were killed were: Sergeant 



Robert H. Reyno!d»v Private First Class Andy Evailkbr 
Prfv Gordon C , Beader . Wf I i ia m G . .Fartster and 
Sdmec L Pedmoo. On tJic company's smousiy 
wounded list Were First Sergeant David M. Carr^L 
Sergeant William V. Cattrdl. Technician Fifth Cifadc 
William H. Carson. Priyato Fifst. Chm Odelly 
Floyd G. Danforth, Henry John R I-^^rden 

and Privates Arnold 

Thomas L. Hrehs. Thom>as P. Xyems, Dale L. Schu- 
macher. Hoke L. SmithvGordoh^^^^H and Joseph 

R. Vallcro. Among the right! >f Wounded w^ere the fol- 
lowing from Company “E": Stall Sergeants Lawton J, 
Durrance and Shirley E. Stage , Sergeant Vernon M 
Milbura. Technician Fifth Grade, W F. Brown. 
Privates First Class Howard L. Bailey, Lester L. Baugb- 
mam Rutland L Bayless. Alfred L LukcabUX Watreu 

S. Pearson. Elarry H. Richard and Gil berto Vigil ; Pri- 
George Anderson, George B. Baker, Jr.; Ben E; 



vates George Anderson, George B. Baker, Jr.; Ben E. 
Banks. William D Brown. Harold A. BiiHock, Willard 
L Dunkip. Herman H, Head, Harold 1. Levine. T G 
Pearson. W^ilbur H. Reekie, Jamc.-? P Rmft^ Jt , ah<5 
James E. Ross. Cornpany “E^- had two pfficcry, vSeebnd 
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SEVENTH INFANTRY CONTINUES THE 
ATTACK AT MIDNIGHT 

Following artillery preparation the Seventh Infantry, 
with grim determination, pressed the attack at midnight 
15-16 March. The First and Third Battalions attacked 
abreast while Anti-Tank Company constituted the 
Regimental Reserve in Guiderkirch. The Third Recon- 
naissance Troop occupied and held Erching and main- 
tained contact with 45th Infantry Division elements on 
the left. 

The Third Battalion attacked in a column of com- 
panies from Utweiler with “Item" Company, under 
First Lieutenant Eli Levy, in the lead. At 0030 the lead 
company was at the road junction just north of Utweiler 
and moving northeast for Objective 11. Company “L" 
moved up and turned to the left for Objective 10. the 
Dickerwald woods, which were entered at 0325 in the 
face of artillery fire. 

Meanwhile the First Battalion, attacking from Objec- 
tives 3 and 4. encountered moderate resistance and infil- 
trated into Medelsheim. Private Lawrence V. Tucker 
of Company “A" eliminated a German machine gun 
emplacement by killing three enemy soldiers with gren- 
ade and rifle fire, then he singlehandedly cleaned out 
one of the buildings in the town and took four Germans 
prisoners of war. Private First Class Daniel V. Peterman 
of Company “D", who was wounded during the fight- 
ing for Medelsheim, also distinguished himself during 
the action.'** Medelsheim was completely cleared of 
enemy soldiers during the morning. 




Pfe Thomas H. Drcbcr, 
Co. “K", and Pfe Roben 
H. Graham. Co. **C", 
gave tbeir lives for the 
glory of cbe Regiment on 
16 March 1945. 



Between them, the First and Third Battalions cap- 
tured 231 prisoners of war during the morning of 16 
March. The number included six German officers. 

The 10th Field Artillery Battalion placed a TOT on 
Peppenkum then the Battle Patrol moved north out of 
Guiderkirch and found Peppenkum abandoned. Anti 
Tank Company moved up and occupied the town during 
the morning. Engineers under the protection of the 
Third Division Battle Patrol swept the road from Guid- 
erkirch to Peppenkum. 

Meanwhile the First Battalion of the 15th Infantry 
had captured Ormersviller shortly after midnight and 
continued on. The Third Battalion of the “Dragon" 
Regiment followed to Ormersviller then swung south- 
east and seized Volmunster. originally a 30th Infantry 
objective, then moved north and northeast as its Second 
Battalion also moved up. The 30th Infantry assembled 
its battalions near Volmunster by noontime and consti- 
tuted Division reserve.'^ 

At 1410 the “Cotton Baler" First and Third Battal- 
ions continued their attacks. Major Flynn's Battalion 
seized the little village of Riesweiler in its advance and 
entered the Nasser wald and Grosserwald woods. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Wallace’s troops engaged enemy in a 
bitter small arms battle in Neu-Altheim at 1545. First 
Sergeant Herbert A. Dunn of Company “C" led an 
attack which killed seven Germans and captured 2 1 
others. 



The Blue Battalion forces met only light opposition 
and at 1700 had passed through Objectives 14 and 17. 
and were on Objectives 19 and 20. By that time the First 
Battalion troops had cleared Neu-Altheim of all resist- 
ance. Task Force Smith, named after the Anti-Tank 
Company Commander and consisting of his company 
with a platoon of light tanks and the Division Battle 
Patrol, pushed up the road from Peppenkum. The Third 
Reconnaissance Troop continued its screening and con- 
tact mission on the left flank. 



FOR THE THIRD NIGHT IN SUCCESSION 
THE 7th INFANTRY CONTINUES 
THE ATTACK 

As the searchlights shone into the heavens, the Third 
Battalion sent out aggressive patrols and the First Bat- 
talion continued the attack at 0020 on 17 March for 
the third night in succession. Snipers and scattered resist- 
ance were encountered in Altheim but quickly overcome. 
At 0445 Altheim and Road Junction 310, at Muhlberg, 
Objectives 16 and 18, were taken. 

Task Force Smith coming up from the south by- 
passed a mine field and entered Altheim. At 0630 the 
Third Division commander attached the Second Bat- 
talion of the 30th Infantry to the Seventh Infantry and 
the “Friscan” Battalion began moving for Objective 20. 

At 1115 Companies “L" and “K" jumped off for the 
woods southeast of Mittelbach while a task force con- 
sisting of one rifle platoon from the First Battalion, a 
“bazooka" platoon of Anti-Tank Company and five 
light tanks moved from Altheim up the Mittelbach 
roacl. With little opposition the Third Battalion com- 
panies reached their objective and sent patrols into 
Mittlebach which was found unoccupied but heavily 
booby-trapped. The task force reached its objective south 
of the town. 

The attached “Friscan" Battalion jumped off in the 
attack to the northeast at 1400 on the 17th. Company 
' F“ with armor moved through Hornbach, through the 
Schmalscheidehenwald, to the vicinity of Auf'm Lohn. 
The other two rifle companies of the battalion moved 
up through Althornbach and at 2000 that night the 
“Friscan" Battalion was in position on the high ground 
north of the town. 



7th INFANTRY BREACHES THE SIEGFRIED 
LINE 18-20 MARCH 1945 

At about 1730 hours 17 March 1945 Major Richard 
T. Young, the Regimental S-3, who was located in 
Altheim at the time, received orders from Third Division 
Headquarters for the Seventh Infantry to make a com 
plete shift to the east of more than 3,000 yards and to 
attack the Siegfried Line defenses northeast of Rimsch- 
weiler at 0545 the next morning. At the time Colonel 
Heintges was up front visiting Major Ralph M. Flynn 
of the Third Battalion. The Commanding Officer and 
his Third Battalion leader were located in a pill box 
on the outer fringes of the Siegfried Line, north of 
Mittelbach. They were studying the German Westwall 
defenses in that sector, as the Regimental Commander 

GOsNo. 326 « 345. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 5 B 25 Sept. '45. 

Pfe Peterman Ci Pvt. Tucker were each awarded the Silver Star 

Medal. 

G-3 Report No. 75, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., Etting, France, 16 

Mar. *45. 

GO No. 256, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 15 July '45. 1 Sgt. Dunn was 

awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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Pl^s nt attack called for the two nflc regiment rn : d^d hoW tevd be It was 

a-s^UU in columns of batcalion^ The ! S^h on the ftghf hvipif to^ inegaidles^ of how minieroiisr were 
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At 0300 the artillery opened its harassing fire. At 
0310 the Seventh Infantry Commander reported to 
Division Headquarters by phone that Ins ^‘Cotton 
Balers" were ready to assault, and simply waited for the 
appointed hour. The troops moved for the line of 
departure. Veteran ^'Coiton Balers"» there were a few 
left, noticed nothing unusual to the. approach ro rhe 
jump't# hpe fh« :nigW bur thev experienced a different 
feeling perhaps. Moving up in the darkness of the night, 
as the big guns Spit red and roared out tbrir thunder, 
was nothing new to theitt. Thry had done it more times 
fhan air pilofv h^dHown missions 

DuMg the prcvitiu-s dark nights Uicy had gone m the 
line depart Ore on i he oceans m. small biaaw to assault 

hostile shores, thi^ had moveti up to across 

defended river Hne.s, i\y attack so<aMed impregnable 
mounToin lor t reuses, rolungc atro-fs lla,t landy by 

murderous life, to attack did medic val fom. Of to i^trike 
a? tb^ cnciny in dense (orest^' Buf rhis was so.merhtng 
new; They were to hit rlW Vr’'cv'rWa1l, or the Siegfried 
Line, which the. retsc;stedJy had ^laid way im' 

pregnable. impoysiWe to brvach 

At 0^4*^ os the ^11 arid iumped 500 yards 

Tardier into the the “Cotfon Balers’- of 

the. First Baftahon off In the atrack The 

lery trmiplytvd >is in preparations ar 0605; then 
fifjpd smoke and mtssions ciff 

of the penetration the First Batt.^Iton troops made 
A major V If ott had been rnade by B-26 fned^ 
bombe« of the 1 st Tan ica 1 A i r f orr c ' ( Pr o v ; } in pr rpa • 
ratipn of fhe 'rhitd attack cm the 

Siegfried lUne^f1t^^ iiivrihriuken The United^ Slates 
42nd Bomb mg .V^d riie Second 8€>rfib?rde ' 

tnctrr cFfench Air r i :Mafdn .made an adks 
m 1 ? • I h MiVch Defense i inc in . 

The ^yctOr infanirv - Otj 

the 18fli The 56K(b A ‘C had dropped 501)'? bombs 




I I.». P;u>l J. Odj»ncy, Jr.. 1 Bo. Hq. Co,, aod 1 Lt. Ernest K. 

, Giii/d A. T ;Cv ‘ were tw^ of 19 *'Coitoi? Balers' ^ Viltfd in action 
ill dir Siicidn*^d C»hc I 5 ri I * March T 94 y, 

wlih Sf iota! weight of 628.075 tons tonsisring of 
I 164 ;y !.00. 113 :'k 250 and 7M x 500 pound 
The 141st A7C had dropped 246,75 ton .s of bsimbs; 
No noticeable ctfei-t had beett made -haw by these 
bombings on ?he prill ‘boxes or “Dragon Teeth” in the 
Seventh Infantry scctotT but a.s the bombing conrmiied 
it bad great mor a le ne to t he t roops. 

Foriunatefy were not fully 

manned bnV there weihj enough enemy on hand tCf render 
«tiff resistance to the “Couou Balers.” ' 

The First Bat talion m rapidly, the. attached 
' Friscan"* battalion screened the liovr of 
rendered support with itfr 8!mm 
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pany “A", the left assault element of the First BaKahon. 
advanced across 8B0 yards of open terrain, by-pawed 
several rileof pill boxes to the right and penetrated fbrrc 
belts of the '‘Dfagnn’s Teeth ’, cros^d the apti tank 
ditch and reached a ;cig-zag trench in r.he vicinity of the 
Muhlthaderof Ferme at 0630. There the foremost com- 
panv halted Bfty yards from th? cfest of a hit! and waited 
lot Company ‘B“ and the Firu Observation 

Pw group, I tailing to catch up. M the OP 

group and ’Baker’ Company df€>v abrea^ti of the 
box. in^ previnusiy by pas-sed by ’ Able" Com- 
pany they came under the fire of sixynerny machine guns 
firing from the positions, The fire was s?> intense and 
covered the intervening giound ^ Thorc'ugbly thaf ! 5 om« 
of the troops w^ere unable to rtach rhe cover of a treach 
running parallel to the row of ’ Dragon’s Teeth" Pri- 
vate First Class Frank J Cedombo. of Fitfit Battalion 
Headquarters Cc>mpanyv iump^’d of the trench draw . 
ing the enemy fire WhOe he ’engaged tlw hostile font es 
with h»5 rifle at fifty yards tanev. his companions were 
able Ur fca^h pri^tTiqn'? pf coyer Then, when five Get - 
man? movfng do eptm^cting trench, approached 

rhtt A mvri^any hr advanced to xritbin tbirfry yards of 
thrnr and fired a rifle gretiades, kiiling one ftpstde 
soldier, wounding anothetr and foriing the 
•Withdraw^® ; -/••• 

Company the right assaiuir el^cot of the First. 
Batulion, advanced but had to rake coyer into zig-;rag 
com munica lion trenc-he^ deya/Jtating machine 

gun fire ksuing f torn points Iwa ted on 

the reverse dope of a small knol!. 

The First Battalion forces then became sub retted to 
devastating fire of all lypev. induding extremely heavy 
lioncentrarions of ”88“ and artillery fire. Company “B” 
w* as the target of withering cross-fire from machine gun? 
and snipers empUced in pill -boxes on both left and right 
fronts and disiances ranging from 50 to 150 yards. 
Tnemy rnottar fire inflicted several casuatde^ on Com 
pany “A’g All movement Irnmediatejy drew shcaver% of 
madiine gun fire from pill- boxes to the front and both 
ftanKs; Tb^ efigineers did not blow* tl>e “Dragon Teeth' 
Due to tho liyavy fire deluging the area, they did not 
properly lay fhvir charges and rhe resulting explosions 
failed to acfomplish the dmred rcsttlt. Attached armor 
of the Ftm BafUlion fouid npi funaion and reach the 
troopy tlH’v were .suppos^ttl to >nipport Gomm^ 
did not exist between the as^auli fomp3nie.s of the First 
Battalion. "A * and , and Lieiuenant Colonel 

l,vce and Company 'B ' 

About .half an hour after the First Battalion Ohserva - 
lion group and Cotnpany reached the trench, 
engvnf^rty made rbei^^^ way to the area and braved inten.^ 
fir*f in prdei several of the '‘Dragon s 

Teeth ’venabfmg a fn^cndly d of the 601 sc Tank 

fXstroyer Battalion lo move up and fire into the nearest 
pdFhox. Shortly thereafter, a second tank destroyer 
arrived and screened the moveineni of Second Lieuten 
ant Will P. Barbour. Jr., a platoon leader of Company 
’ B"; and a squad of his men to attack another ptll-hov. 
Htirlipg smoke grenades into the pilT-box. the platoon 
forced 33 Ciermans to emerge in surrendet. As Second 
I.ieuienartt Barbour attempted to check the vicinity for 
rhe presence of other enemy; he w»a.s shot and killed ’by 
snipers. Tile captureof this bunker enabled the battalion 
commander cp set up a relatively safe obscrvattoti po$r 
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and to re establish conucr between Company "B" and 
the assault umts of the baitalion sev-cral hundred yards 
ahead. 

AJj the vompanies of the I'irrt Batfalipn continued 
fp receive interiMve cancenlratuins of mortar fire during 
daylight hours of 18 March jn what was an evident 



Coade Douglas P. Benda, all of Company "B ' and First 
Ideutrnint Malcolm B. Toney. First Bartalior! S 2 ; dis 
tinguished themselves during the action.*® 

The Third Battalion moved from t}*>e line of depart- 
urf at 0700 on 18 March to follow in the wake of tjic 
First Battalion. No sooner had the leading elements of 
the Slue BaUalcon cleared the woods in which it had 
a.ssembled then ihe enemy laid down an artillery con- 
centration on the troops and wounded fourteen mem h?rs 
of the battalujn Wben forward eleinents of Company 
l'\ the ieaiTcofOpany/ were approximately 100 yards 
from the first row of ' Dragon* s Teeth'*, they were haltcH 
to await enginters coming up to Wo.w a gap in rhe hne 
It rook two for dw arrive during 

which time four mrttnbers were kilM 

and eight others wounded fey and artillery 

fire. ■ ■ ■ 

At about 0950 CompaftT *'F forward with 

supporting ormofr under continued enemy shell fire 
Heavy arttUifry sind diriect - 88 '’ fire halted the friendly 
armor/ Nc^mthclessv kept advancing until 

if reached two empty pi Ih boxes, where it was /subjected 
to machine gun and sniper fire from hy^passed positions 
to the rear, and was forced to hold up its forward move* 
ment. 

After an all-day battle in the vSiegfricd Line, and as 
darkness fell, the enemy launched a scric?: of slashing 
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attempt by the German.s to drive them from their pc»st* 
fions Privates First Class John Elchlinger and Merit S. 
Kovafeh. both Wounded in action, and Technician Filifi 
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counter-attacks against the narrow corridor blasted out 
by the rifle companies of the Regiment. At about 1 900 
hours, a rc-inforced company of Germans struck at the 
First Battalion with Company "A” receiving the brunt 
of the blow. Enemy soldiers gained the trench occupied 
by the company and assaulted with point-blank small 
arms and hand grenade fire. Many members of Company 
"A" were wounded and seven were overrun and 
captured. 

When his light machine gun crews abandoned their 
weapons in the face of the furious counter-attacks, Staff 
Sergeant Albert E. Haskell of Company “A” fought off 
the enemy at 35 yards range, ignoring bullets that killed 
a companion and missed him by inches. He burned out 
three M- 1 rifles to hold the enemy at bay and then fought 
with hand grenades to kill 10 and wound 25 Germans. 
He remained at his post, despite a grave and painful 
wound, until the enemy was decisively beaten. For his 
extraordinary heroism Staff Sergeant Haskell was 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. ^ 

Private Jesse Jewell of Company “A", who was twice 
wounded in the ensuing action, but killed three Germans 
in a fire duel, and Private First Class David P. Jackson 
of Company "D" gallantly fought to stem the counter- 
attacks. For the Third Battalion. Sergeant Fred G. 
Anderson and Private First Class Sylvester Klish. both 
of Company “L’' and both wounded during the action, 
gallantly fought the enemy. Technician Fifth Grade 
Arthur M. Sloan. Private First Class Joe A. Chewiwi 
and Private Dan N. Salley, all of the Medical Detach- 
ment. distinguished themselves during the action.^' 

Company “A" hurled the enemy back and out of the 
trench. Even the wounded, such as Private First Class 
Edward T. Winiarski. played a role in repulsing the 
attack. In spite of a bullet wound in his right arm suf- 
fered earlier in the day. he fired his carbine with his 
left hand. Later that night Company "A*' was with- 
drawn to another trench about 100 yards to the rear 
to permit friendly artillery fire to pound the area. This 
shelling broke up what appeared to be another counter- 
attack. and before daybreak, the company returned to 
its former position. 

During the morning hours of darkness on 18 March 
the attached Company “G'* of the 30th Infantry 
entered Rimschweiler against light opposition and mine- 
sweeping engineers swept the road from Althornbach 
to Rimschweiler. but during the day enemy snipers pre- 
vented use of the road. Enemy self-propelled guns fired 
on the engineer bull-dozers and subjected the Regimental 
Command Post in Althornbach to severe poundings 
during the day. One direct hit on the Command Post 
buildine during the afternoon caused eight casualties. 
Private First Class Elisee A. Dutil of Regimental Head- 
quarters Company, a veteran formerly of Company “K”. 
was killed. He had joined the Regiment on 28 February 
1 943 in North Africa. As a leader of a "bazooka" squad 
in Sicily. South Italy, and on the Anzio Beachhead he 
had performed distinguished service. Though never 
officially decorated for bravery many there were who 
could testify to his gallant conduct. Twice he had been 
wounded during the early campaigns of the Regiment. 
Private First Class Salvatore J. Amato had a leg shot off 
by the same shell which killed Private First Class Dutil. 
Private First Class Frank G. Pirozzi of the S-3 section 
was severely wounded. 

In the first day’s fighting in the Siegfried Line besides 
those already mentioned, the First Battalion and Anti- 
Tank Company each lost a fine officer when First Lieu- 
tenants Paul J. Delaney, Jr., and Ernest K. Guard were 
killed. Sergeant Urbano DiPasquale. Privates First Class 
Lewis R. DeLong. Dewey W. Dixon, Privates Harold 



Karns and Corwin J. Smith, all of "Able" Company, 
gave their lives battling the enemy. Privates First Class 
Melford M. Horton, Harry R. Thorpe. Jr., Private 
Howard J. Higdon, all of "Charlie" Company: Private 
First Class William E. Rose of "Dog" Company, and 
Private Frank Worden, Jr., of First Battalion Head- 
quarters Company were killed by the enemy gunners. 
Five Third Battalion men lost their lives, namely, Tech- 
nician Fifth Grade Raymond E. Principe. Technician 
Fifth Grade William A. Rolke, Private First Class Bruce 
F. Stutchbury and Private Woodrow Campbell of 
"King" Company, and Private John F. Fink of "Item" 
Company. Three forward artillery observers of the 10th 
Field Artillery Battalion were lost from the fight when 
First Lieutenant George J. Kyte. Jr., was killed in the 
action and First Lieutenant Casimir J. Kedzior and 
Second Lieutenant Chester V. Franklin were seriously 
wounded. 

Private First Class Albert G. Cartier of Company "A" 
was so seriously wounded that he died of his wounds 
two days later. A total of sixty men were wounded in 
action and evacuated. 

The work of the First Battalion during the early 
morning darkness and throughout the day was par- 
ticularly outstanding and was another great accom- 
plishment of the battalion during this war. Its forward 
position as plotted on the map was like a big finger 
pointed into the enemy’s lines. By its powerful drive 
it enabled the Seventh Infantry to once again "stick out 
like a sore thumb" on the point of the Third Infantry 
Division's "embarrassing bulge". 

As the right boundary of the Third Infantry Division 
was to undergo a change on XV Corps order and Major 
General John W. O’Daniel issued orders for the com- 
mitment of the 30th Infantry on the left, his head- 
quarters issued instructions for the movements.'" The 
overlay which accompanied the instructions, besides 
showing the usual number of goose eggs for objectives, 
also showed the front line on the Third Divisic)n's front 
at the end of 18 March 1945 and is the official Army 
document which shows the forward positions of the 
Seventh Infantry on that date. 

The instructions from the commanding general’s 
headquarters ordered a continuance of the attack by the 
7th and 1 5th Regiments while the 30th was to attack 
at 0‘i30 on 19 March in a zone on the left, through 
the Third Reconnaissance Troop and Division Battle 
Patrol which were detached from Seventh Infantry con- 
trol as well as the "Friscan” Second Battalion. The 
"Friscans" were to seize objectives "A", "B”. "C". "D". 
then be prepared to attack Objectives 2 and 5 and assist 
the Seventh Infantry. 

The matter of support for the riflemen became acute 
as the supplies ran low and the task of making passage- 
ways for the armor was exceedingly difficult. One tank 
became stuck in the first row of "Dragon Teeth", another 
tank and a bulldozer ran out of gasoline, while the 
enemy kept pouring in deadly fire. A task force con- 
sisting of Company "I" with a bulldozer, two retrievers 
and engineers, attached to both the First and Third 
Battalions, moved during the night of 18-19 March to 
effect the passage for the armor and vehicles, with rations 

For authority see GO No. 625, HQ, 7th Army. W.M.D., 22 

Oct. '45. 

21 GOs No. 175. 182. 256. 262. 264. 299 « 345, HQ. 3d Inf. 

Div., 24 « 28 May. 15. 18 ^ 19 July. 15 Aug. « 25 Sept. '45. 

Sgt. Anderson. T/5 Sloan. Pfes Chewiwi, Jackson B Klish. 

Pvts. Jewell B Salley were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

22 Operations Instruction No. 30, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. Brcnschel- 

bach. Germany, 18 Mar. '45. 
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and s,upp\f ior the FiTSt Battalion. Tht enemy counter 
The lask force bnc ‘Item’' Company repulsed 
the enemf. Enemy -manned pillboxes to the right and 
left of the line of advance: hampered the operation but 
a i 15 xhe task force reached Company “B" at the 
second low of '‘Dragon Tmh" and delivered the 
supplies. 

In the morning an incjeascd amount of enemy artil- 
lery was received : 7 he supporting Air Corps carried put 
numerous bombing missions in tfont of the troops and 
die bailie to destroy the thcroy in the pillboxes c6fi- 
tirtUid ihroughout epe day. ^ 

\V7vn his platoon was halted by withering machine 
gun fVre ftom^ Line defenses on 19 March, 

Pm;afe First ^ Rumatdo Medina of Company "L‘' 

armed himself with hand grenades and daslicd forward 
alon^ to knock an enemy pilFbox. Hit in the chest 
and kmx'ked down, he caminued crawling forward 
through machine gun and . nlie &te and dtppp^d, 



of Company '‘E ' and laak desiroycrs of the 601 r T 
Destroyer BattaliPn contacied the 30tb 

Jtfafstry norcheaft of f xheim at 1 1 00» tl^n occupied 
Ixheim at 1305- The Red Battalion drewe oa to seize 
the southeastern section of ^wcihrucken while tN Third 
Battalion drove on to Nseder^ AueTbacb/ .The enemy 
WAS making a general withdrawal fo the, norrheast.^ 

The SOtb Jaiautry on the left and the 15tb on the 
fight abp advanced that day and the entire Siegfried 
l ine in the Third Division sector had been breached. 
Then with the tough assignment completed, the Sixth 
Artnored Division; unmolested, passed through the line 
held by the Third Infantry Division troops, to pursue 
the fleeing Germans. By courtesy of the regular Imantxy 
in femoying the obstacles the tanks of the Armored 
Infantry rolled again, 

The First Battalion as&wnbled; in bartered, totalty 
dc\siroyed Zwcibruckcn. The Third Batialton leff Com- 
pany '*X’' in Niedef' Auerbach then assembled the 
rtoainder of its troops in Rithschweiler at 1940/ while 
ihe S^ond Battaliorj was assembled in Afthcrtlih^h at 
1830 on 20 March. During the early morning of 21 
MAtch A force of riflemen were sent to The 3 0th 

fnfaptfy Sector to clean out enemy .snipexs who^ to 

and supply rou^e into Zweibrutken> 



Th«e 15 tiUed d^ tb< Shgtiehd 

of l.V SUr(h 1945 ww v 1) 2 ht Will P. Bat&ottr. 

{2) I Lc. JefteMon W< Co. ’A’"* and fp) 1 Lt. E. 

M<portn«IJ. Co. “B‘*. 



grenades through a vem in the piT-box and 
its crew. His ir^lrepid action enabled hi^ pUiaph to 
resume the attack, seize an enemy •held tr^och, kill three 
and capture twelve Germans. Private First Class Rvir 
maldp was awarded the Distinguished Service Cro^ 

The First and ITtcd BattaUon forces fought through- 
out 19 March in the Siegfned Eioe defenses. Toward 
nightfall resistance began breaking. Fhst Lkutenant 
Victor M. Morris^ Fkst Lkute^^^ T. Wright. 

Second ITeuienant Fredtrkk Rv Drayton^ Staff Ser- 
geant George D. Aioore/ in , who Wis blinded in one 
eye by a mortar fragmenr. all of: Company "'C”, were 
outstanding when their company fepeUed a counter- 
attack that day Staff Sergeant Jesse B. Barnett of Com- 
pany "BT Staff Sergeant: Ralph M Brown of First 
Battalion Headquarters Company. Who was wounded 
in the aclkm. Technician Fifth Grade Melvin H. Draben 
of Company ‘7'\ who was kVlted in tlie actipn, Staff 
Sergeant Robert A, Olson of Company “L ” and Private 
First Class Kenneth L Suman of Third Batlalion Head- 
quarters 0>mpany were a few whose acctons were brave.’* 

The i^ne of advance Was cleared during the nigl^t 
of 19-20 Mardi as the lixird Battalion c out six 
enemy pill boxes and /note suppto got through to the 
First Battalion Between 50 and TiO of the Tertou^iy 
wounded were evacuated ort half- track* 5 n tlve r^fy 
morning of the 20ththc Regiment siarted taking 
ers. At 0820 the Blue forces bad 21 
1 0 consc ripred Russians includi hg font women / T% 
fn-cohd BatialioR mopping up Whind 
14 Germans in hand as prisoherF fhe Sieg- 
fried Line was breached and Thhcl Bat- 

talions >vcre advancing to of 66 enemy 

including one officer had bce6 : besides 

numerous enemy were killed; . cprm&Ung 



The Third Infantry Division had not been i be only 
division of the American Sevmth A^ymy io penetrate the 
Siegfried Line. On the immediate lef'c ‘Thundef- 
birds' broke through, while fartfer to (N the 63rd 
Infantry Division, spearheaded by the 1 Plat Gayalry 
Group, made a penetration / Saarhruckyn, the prinripa) 
city of the Saar Basin, was taken op the 20th by (he 
70th Infantry Division. 

The American Third Army had combined with the 
Seventh Army to reduce the Rhune- Moselle Saar pocket. 
to oncTtbird its ociginaj size Against little r€si$tani€ the 
4th Armored Division reached Mainz also on the Rhine. 
The 80th Infantry Division and the jOth Arinored 
Division fought their way into Kaiserlautern, 

General Eisenhower's Supreme Headquarters. Ail ird 
Expedition ary Forces (Shaef) announced by bulletin 
early 21 March tbar the 6ih Armored DiVt^iOrt of; the 
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Seventh Army, which had passed through the Siegfried 
Line by courtesy of the 7th, 15th and 30th Infantries 
of the Third Infantry Division, had made contact on 
the 20th with the 26th Infantry, or ‘Yankee*’, Division 
of the Third Army, about twelve miles west of Kaiser- 
lautern. The two armies were linked up. The American 
First Army farther north held a twenty-five mile strip 
on the east bank of the Rhine. 



NEW PLANS 

Due to the rapid developments taking place with the 
enemy withdrawing to the east as rapidly as possible, 
leaving only delaying forces and scattered sniper resist- 
ance behind, the 3rd and 45th Infantry Divisions 
underwent a shift to the east. 

For the Third Infantry Division, the 7th and 15th 
Infantries were to attack to the east and northeast and 
block on the Corps boundary line while the 30th 
Infantry was to follow the 6th Armored Division 
toward Kaiserlautern. The Cavalry’s 106th Reconnais- 
sance Squadron was to conduct screening operations. 

7th INFANTRY ATTACKS TO NORTHEAST 
AND CLEARS ZONE OF ALL RESISTANCE 
21-22 MARCH 1945 

The Seventh Infantry moved its troops from Zwei- 
brucken, Rimschweiler. Nieder-Auerbach and Althorn- 
bach to assembly areas in the vicinity of Contwig, Ger- 
many. late in the afternoon of 21 March 1945. 

At 2100 the First and Third Battalions attacked to 
the northeast against little resistance. Then at 2350 
Task Force Becker was sent to the front to seize the 
Steinalben bridges. 

Without firing a shot the First Battalion (reinforced) 
cleared the six towns of Battweiler, Reifenberg. Schmitt- 
hausen. Herschberg, Schauerberg and Hoheinod, and 
assembled in the latter town during the morning. Over 
1 00 prisoners of war were captured. 

The Third Battalion in the right half of the Regi- 
mental zone cleared Rieschweiler and Massweilcr with- 
out trouble but ran into resistance in Thalcischweiler 
where Companies “K" and “L” engaged enemy in a 
stiff fight. 

At about 0500 hours on 22 March near Thaleisch- 
wciler, when his patrol was halted by a road block. Ser- 
geant Anthony J. Balbaton, of Company ”K”. exposed 
himself to enemy automatic and sniper fire to knock out 
a 75mm anti-tank gun at ten yards range with rifle- 
launched grenades. Wounded in the cheek, he walked 
past the road-block through bullets fired from enemy- 
occupied houses. He fired his light machine gun into the 
windows, killed three, and captured three of the enemy. 
His assault shattered the German defensive position, 
secured an important road net and disintegrated enemy 
resistance in the town. Sergeant Balbaton was awarded 
the Distinguished Service Cross.*® 

The Third Battalion captured fifty prisoners of war 
in the town, two anti-tank guns and one flakwagon. 
The battalion then blocked to the east and remained 
assembled in Thaleischweiler. 

Task Force Becker, commanded by First Lieutenant 
Albert V. Becker, Jr., of Second Battalion Headquarters, 
consisted of one “bazooka" platoon from Anti-Tank 
Company, a reinforced rifle platoon from the Second 
Battalion, two demolition men from Company “A", 
10th Engineers, and two radio operators from Cannon 



Company. Mounted on vehicles the task force moved 
tactically with great speed at 23-50 that night through 
Battweiler, Schmitthausen, Wallhalbcn and Saalstadt to 
Harsberg where contact was made with the 106th Cav- 
alry Group. From Harsberg the Task Force moved on 
foot on an azimuth of 1 3 1 degrees to a point southwest 
of Hermersberg and then changed its course on to an 
azimuth of 1 1 6 degrees to reach Steinalben where the 
bridges over the Moosealbe River were seized intact. The 
enemy demolitions were removed and a guard estab- 
lished at 0600. A brief skirmish was held with two 
enemy being killed and eight captured. 

The Second Battalion followed the lead battalions in 
reserve to Massweiler. Anti-Tank, Cannon, Regimental 
Headquarters and Service Companies displaced forward. 
Anti-Tank and Cannon Companies picked up scattered 
enemy to swell the Regiment’s total to about 200 for 
the operation. About 100 displaced persons of Russian. 
Polish. French and Italian extraction were liberated and 
evacuated. The Second Battalion went into Division 
reserve and moved to the vicinity of Weselberg. 

7th INFANTRY MOTOR MARCHES TO 
VICINITY OF FRANKENTHAL, GERMANY. 
23-25 MARCH 1945 

As practically all resistance west of the Rhine had 
ended and the armor and cavalry units had a field day 
dashing here and there, the Infantry moved up to the 
next barrier, the Rhine River, and made preparations 
to assault it. so that engineers could then bridge it and 
the armor would then roll again. 

The Seventh Infantry (reinforced) was ordered to 
march by motor to an assembly area east of Franken- 
stein. Accordingly the movement was started early 23 
March by the Second Battalion, Anti-Tank Company. 
Company “A", 10th Engineers, and the platoon of 
light tanks belonging to Company “D", 756th Tank 
Battalion, which units constituted the first serial. The 
initial point for the movement was established in Her- 
mersberg and the troops passed through Schopp, and 
Kaiserlautern. 

While the movement was underway order was 
received from higher headquarters to assemble in the 
vicinity of Carlsberg to the northeast of the original 
area, and near the Reichsautobahn. 

It was impossible at that time to notify the first serial 
which had turned east from Kaiserlautern, passed 
through Hochspeyer and Frankenstein to the wooded 
area. The other three serials made up of the remainder 
of the Regiment, 10th Field Artillery Battalion. 202nd 
Field Artillery Battalion (M- 1 Howitzers) , Company 
“A". 3rd Medical Battalion. Companies “A", 756th 
Tank Battalion and 601st Tank Destroyer Battalion, 
were notified in time to move through Kaiserlautern and 
onto the Reichsautobahn, then they proceded northeast 
to the new area near Carlsberg. 

Units of the first serial were then notified of the 
change in area and moved a second time. When they 
closed in at 2030 the entire Regimental Combat Team 
was bivouaced around Carlsberg. 

During the moves the Regimental Battle Patrol con- 
ducted screening operations between the routes of advance 
and the Division right boundary. Seventy-three prisoners 
of war were picked up. 



2 ® For authority sec GO No. 192, HQ, 7th Army, 16 May ’45. 
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Crossing and Drive 



the Rhine/ On the left. XJI Corps, having already forced 
a succeisRd jerossin with strong fortes was 

ti>confiftuea<ti to enlarge it. s bridgehead and exploit.^* 
The XV Corps con skttd of the 3rd. 44th» 45 ih 
63 fd. and f 00th fnlaatry Divisions and the 106th 
Cavalry Group It planned to force (he Rhine m its zone 
with its two old reliables, the ea^perienced 3rd and 45th 
infaritry Divisions The orJier three In fabtrY Divistons. 
the 44th. 63rd and lOOch, Nvere to cross f^hind the two 
a^xSault divisions, on Corps order and then attack in 



Ofd«r Nc/ I . 'OpeVirioit Rhia»l«Rrf' 





speed. The Seventh Infantry was to maintain strong 
blocks and aggressive patrols on the right, or south flank, 
toward Mannheim, while the 30th Infantry was to 
maintain light blocks on the north and contact the 45th 
Infantry Division. On order the two regimental combat 
teams were to advance rapidly and seize objectives on 
Phase Line "CHARLIE”. The line of departure for the 
operation was the west bank of the Rhine River. 

The 1 5th Infantry, having assaulted the Siegfried 
Line with the Seventh Infantry, was for the Rhine 
crossing operation to constitute division reserve. The 
"Dragon” Regiment and attachments were to assemble 
in the Bobenheim area prepared to cross the Rhine River 
at either Area No. 1 or No. 2 and assembled in the 
vicinity of Lampertheim. On division order it was to 
be prepared to assume the mission of either assault com- 
bat team. As the vulnerable flank was to be that on the 
south where the Seventh Infantry was to be exposed, 
the 15th Infantry was ordered to be ready to assist in 
blocking on the south and if necessary to counter-attack. 
There was cfanger that armor might attack north out of 
Mannheim. 




The Third Infantry Division Artillery had attached 
the 441st Anti-Aircraft Artillery (AW) Battalion, the 
250th Field Artillery Battalion (105mm Howitzers), 
the 693rd Field Artillery Battalion (105mm Howitz- 
ers) and four battalions of the 44th Infantry Division 
Artillery. This amount of artillery was to support the 
Third Division crossings by a half-hour, pre H-Hour 
preparation and coordinated with reinforced and counter- 
battery fires of the supporting XV Corps Artillery. The 
commanding general of the Third Infantry Division 
Artillery was directed to prepare and fire on call defensive 
fires on the division right or vulnerable south flank. A 
night harassing and interdiction program was to be 
carried out. A minimum of two liaison aircraft were to 
be maintained in the air during daylight hours, except 
during pozit periods, and were to submit hourly reports 
of ob.servation. Organic, direct support battalions were 
to be loaded on Dukws and closed into an assembly 
area by H-Hour. D-Day. prepared for crossing. DD 
Tanks (Direct Drive or floating tanks) of Company 
"C”. 756th Tank Battalion, were assigned to each 
assault regiment. 

In final instructions for the operation the Third 
Division commander emphasized that: 



The success of the operation depends upon speed and 
aggressive action. Commanders will imbue all men with a 
driving, offensive spirit that will overwhelm all opposition. 
Utmost care will be taken to prevent disclosure of crossing 
sites. Commanders are reminded of verbal orders of the Com- 
manding General in reference to size and conduct of reconnais- 
sance parties in forward areas. All combat vehicles will display 
cerise or orange panels east of the Rhine River. Assault units 
will be prepared to mark the front lines with yellow smoke or 
panels on order or on call from the air. The railroad line. Line 
■ Toe- Hold”, affords an excellent coordinating line as well as 
protection against armored attack. Assault elements will drive 
for this line with all possible speed following initial co- 
ordination. 

In the event of hostile armored attack, intense artillery fires 
must be called down on the hostile armor as soon as it is dis 
covered. These fires must be kept on the armor until it is 
destroyed or driven off. Bazooka teams must be alert and 
aggressive in repulsing enemy armor, and will strive to take 
the offensive against it at every opportunity. Assault Infantry 
will carry anti-tank mines for additional protection prior to 
arrival of our own armor and anti-tank guns. Assault Infantry 
will employ ropes and improvised slings to assist in unloading 
weapons on the far bank. Cargo nets furnished by the 540th 
Lngineer Group will be used to the maximum to assist in 
embarking into boats and in scaling the far bank. Life pre- 
servers will be issued to all personnel prior to leaving the boat 
assembly areas, and dropped on the far bank as early as con- 
venient. Assault combat teams will emplace tanks, tank destroy 
ers. 5 7mm guns and flak wagons in direct fire positions along 
the west bank of the river, and will employ these weapons in 
conjunction with the artillery preparations, if called, or to 
fire on specific targets opposing the crossing. 

A smoke plan was devised to provide screening cover 
and area haze in support of the Third Division opera- 
tion. Units to provide the smoke were the 87th Chemical 
Battalion and the 69th Chemical Company (Smoke 
Generator). A near-shore smoke line was established by 
the smoke generator company within the regimental 
zones to furnish smoke on order of the division or 
assault regiments beginning at daylight. D-Day. Smoke 
pots were initially to be placed on the far shore smoke 
line and followed by M-2 generators. 

The 87th Chemical Mortar Battalion was prepared 
to furnish 4.2 mortar smoke screens on the flanks. The 
Third Division Artillery was also prepared to fire smoke 
mi.ssiors. 

7th INFANTRY PLANS FOR OPERATION 
‘RHINELAND” 

With the above orders of the commanding general. 
Colonel John A. Heintges and his staff formulated plans 
for the Seventh Infantry Regimental Combat Team to 
cover the operation. The old. tried and efficient support- 
ers of the Regiment were to again support the rifle troops. 
They consisted of the 10th Field Artillery Battalion. 
Companies "A”. 756th Tank Battalion. 601st Tank 
Destroyer Battalion. 10th Engineer Battalion. 3rd Med- 
ical Battalion and a Detachment of the 441st Anti- 
Aircraft Artillery (AW) Battalion. An extra 4.2 mortar 
company. Company ”B”. was attached with Company 
”A” of the 87th Chemical Mortar Battalion. A detach- 
ment of DD tanks of Company ”C”, 756th Tank Bat- 
talion. and the Third Platoon of Company ”D”, 756th 
Tank Battalion, with a detachment of the 3rd Signal 
Company completed the list of attachments. 

The move of the Regimental Combat Team during 
the night of 24-25 March had been the first step in 
concentrating the troops in the forward assembly area 
in Frankenthal. During the day of 25 March "DUKWS” 
were delivered on the basis of one to each battalion and 
ten to Anti-Tank Company for loading purposes. 
Movement in the forward area was limited to reconnais- 
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sance and engineer parties. Plans for the night of 25-26 
March were for the engineers to commence concentrating 
boats, cables and rafting equipment on the near shore 
at dusk. The First and Third Battalions, named as the 
assault battalions, were to close into final assembly areas 
not later than H-30. H-Hour, D-Day, had been estab- 
lished as 0230 on 26 March 1945 by higher headquar- 
ters. The Second Battalion was to close into the Third 
Battalion area on order of the Regimental Commander.-'^ 

All the tactical vehicles, armor, and flakwagons were 
to close into Assembly Area No. 3, at H-Hour. Close 
liaison was to be maintained with the Regimental trans- 
portation officer, for the purpose of coordinating the 
crossings with the engineers at the river crossing site. 
A ferry traffic control post was set up in Area 3. The 
vehicles, or “DUKWS", loading from near-shore firing 
positions after H-Hour were directed to clear through the 
traffic control post before loading on rafts. The assault 
battalions were to start their boat teams forward at close 
interval, two teams at a time, so as to start launchings at 
H-Hour. Engineer guides were ordered to meet the boat 
teams at the final assembly areas and guide them to the 
boat site. Such were the plans of the concentration pro- 
gram to actually precede the assault. 




3RD PMSION 

SMOKE PLAN FOR 
OPERATION RMINELAND" 

MAP NO. 104 



Colonel Heintges ordered the First and Third Bat- 
talions. with the First on the right, to cross the Rhine 
River at H-Hour. D-Day, by assault craft and seize their 
objectives with all possible speed. 

The First Battalion was assigned the mission of 
seizing Objectives “A", “B", “C" and “D" which 



included all of Sandhofen. Upon the capture of those 
objectives the First Battalion was then to seize Objectives 
“E" and “F" and block to the southeast and east to 
repel any enemy attempts to penetrate the division zone. 

The Third Battalion was assigned the task of seizing 
Objectives “G" and “I” with one company each and to 
hold one company in reserve at “H". With that accom 
plished the Third Battalion was then to attack with 
two companies and reduce Objectives “J”, “K”. “L". 
“P”. “R;'. “T". No. 1. “O". “Q*'. *‘S" and “U". 
T hat action was to be accompanied by a sweeping flank 
maneuver of one company to Objectives “M" and “N’'. 
Upon clearing the left zone of all enemy the Third 
Battalion was to place the weight of its forces along the 
Line “ABLE" with particular attention to blocking to 
the northeast and east, pending a further attack to the 
northeast. 

The Second Battalion was to cross the Rhine River 
on order and closely follow the advance of the First 
Battalion. An initial advance was to be made to the 
dyke, running north and south about midway between 
the Rhine River and Sandhofen, as the First Battalion 
would be in the act of capturing Sandhofen. As the First 
Battalion advanced toward Objectives "E" and “F " the 
Second Battalion was then to <xcupy Sandhofen. Upon 
the capture of "E" and "F" by the First Battalion, the 
Second Battalion was to attack through the First, on 
order from the Regimental Commander, drive rapidly 
forward, seize and clear Objectives ‘“V", “W“'. “X". 
‘“Y". “Z", “2" and ‘3'“. That action was to be accom- 
panied by strong blocking and patrolling action along 
the key avenues of enemy approach from the south. 

Cannon Company was to follow its usual mission 
of supporting the Regiment by fire from positions on 
the near shore and subsequently to displace forward by 
"DUKWS" to the far shore on order. Anti-Tank Com- 
pany was initially to have all its guns and equipment, 
including "bazookas", loaded on "DUKWS" and to 
cross to the far shore on order prepared to assist the 
assault elements by anti-tank blocks or tank destroyer 
action. 

Company "C". 756th Tank Battalion, was to cross 
its allotment of seven DD tanks on order, to render 
direct support to the operation. 

Companies "A". 756th Tank Battalion ancJ-bOlsf 
Tank Destroyer Battalion, and Company "D". 756th 
Tank Battalion, were to assemble all the armor and 
vehicles in the vehicle assembly area prepared to dispatch 
platoons to the rifle battalions upon the establishment 
of rafting facilities. 

The Seventh Infantry Battle Patrol, initially in 
reserve, was to remain prepared to assist in the control 
of civilians, mopping up action or patrols as may be 
ordered. 

The Detachment of 441st Anti-Aircraft Artillery 
(AW) Battalion attached to the Regiment was to place 
six flakwagons in initial firing positions south of the 
Rhein Kanal and fire flank fires on order of the Regi- 
mental Commander. A fire plan for the flak wagons was 
scheduled to be fired from H-30 to H-f 50. 

A 4.2 Chemical Mortar fire plan was also scheduled 
to be fired by Companies "A" and “B", 87th Chemical 
Mortar Battalion from H-30 to H-f- 5 5 from positions 
on the near shore. 

The 10th Field Artillery Battalion was to render 
normal support and on order displace across the river 
to continue support of the attack. 
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Each rifleman was ordered to carry one type 'K'* and 
one type “D * rations, four bandoiim ot ammanviion, 
four grenades (3 fragmentary and J white phosphor* 
ous) . and eight rifle grenades (5 high explosive and 3 
smoke). Canteens were (p te fiUed and gas masks 



smoke). Canteem 
carried. 

The “bazooka” teams Wert ordered to carry twelve 
rounds per team (8 high explosive and 4 smoke) . The 
anti-tank platoons were to carry fifty anii-unk minejv 
in the ”DUKWS”, Each ammunition and pioneer 
platoon was directed lo carry fitly anti-tank mines and 
twenty bangaiom in the *DUKWS”. Each battalion 
was allotted one ‘ DUKW ' for initial loads of wire, 
batteries, extra animumiion and medical supplies, Two 
days’ rations were to be carried on the bam Hon organic 
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The Rhine River in ihe vkhibv at the foc»r Tl>" 

Kanal where the Seventh fnf an try 984 feet per second, 

feet in, width and 17 f«it <n d«p?h, sea Sotttli of Saftdht.fcn there is an island on the east of 

level IS 305 ieet. 1 h« .setliOn. ^ .the Rlifnc River, tnade bv the Rhine itself, its tribuiart’ 
fuhe and Maine flows ,0 tiK Rhine iT»tai>w; .wht# 

uins a tontmuoua width of U v/as to even attempt a 

The plain has a low relief cpmpartd with diagnosis of the .me ngt lokratiort of enemy luuts 

bordering it on euher wde. he Iwthjik Gi^rfnans had 

l ie change from the valley floor to tbryatt!(«d edge of t.tinedli« 3 yy 

the highlands bordering u_cm either side P«ur raiJw bad faflen feael tapidly ^ Line to the 

irteguUHy aloi^ rhe edge ot . the valley tti the Palaitnate eaxt bank bf the Rbi^e, l« the >CV Cotps zone it was 

*v ?P^ structure, the .^jd retnnatus Oi twenfy'fwvt ene divisions were 

pmn appears dtrikmgly flar ; likely to be entonnteee^ bn ihe eastern Rhine 

The land on .either sidr di the pbin; The high tomm^nd worrying much, as 

Infantty was to cross say/ ’flat it felt, and acemtety tfck Rhine could be crossed 



urr^nt of the Hv 



was nearly twelve 





anywh^r*:. The S?vcm.h lafanrfy» 'vvas more At 0340 alj the assault troops of both the First and 

concerned over the operation, it had been assigned Third Battalions were across the river and rjpsing in on 
the toughest tnissiao by the djtnmandlftg gencraL It thw objec lives. Enemy troops occupying a 
was to be on the exposed, vuIneiabUv right -flank o£ rhe tectivi lili^ before Sandhofen opened up on the advanemg 
Third Infantry Division, ’{Cotton Balers*' with lire from automatic tvea pons and 

7lh Army. . iaokVv- 



7rh INFANTRY CROSSES THE RHINE 
26 MARCH 1945 

It was the third War II that the 

Seventh Itifamry hM the Rhine Rtver* On the 

first two occasions at Strasbourg and east of Colmar 
orders were not fGrtbeommg for a jam p across the water 
barrier but this time the ' ’Cotton Balers' ' bad received 
the nod and were ready to add the Rhine to thy long 
list of creeks, streams and rivers crossed by. mtn of the 
Regiment in this great conflict. 

In the closing days of March 1945^ the enemy knew 
the river was to be crossed north of Marin hdm. At 1040 
on the 25th two Urge explosions on the easr side ot 
the river were heard. One tnachine gun on the enemv 
of the river fired spasmodically. The boat cvsrrying 
parties dragged the storm and assault boats to fhfc cross- 
ing sites. At 2220 the eitemy starred laying m milUtV 
and mortar fire on the Seventh Infantry crossing 
and assembly areas. The eogineexs suflcred rd be Casual- 
ties as some of the boats were hit and dcstroyexf. Srnijk:? 
was Uid*in around Sandhofen and the Ametican attilkry 
opened up coantcr* battery fire- 

The foot troops moved cnit and at midnight iKc First 
Battalion troops dosed into their final assembly area 
The Third Battalion troops were assembled in their 
area at 0100. The Second Bat TaliPn passed ihcough 
Morsch at 0145 and at 0223 was dosed into the final 
assembly area. 

The Third Division and XV Corp.s Artillery opened 
lip W'ith their pre-H-Hoor concentrations at 0I5Z. Ir. 
was a rcffific barrage that the supporting arm Uid down. 
Other weapons joined fire. In the diort penod of ^8 
minuies to H^Hout 10.000 rounds of high explosive 
ammnnitiGo were fired. One would tl^nk that such a 
terrific barrage wemtd silence all enemy weapons, but 
Enemy mortars and self -propel Jed gu.n> voh' 



SANDTORF 



><AiDMOF 



KinC^«ta114ii^5fN 






not 50 Enemy mortars and self-propelled gu.n> voh' 
tinuc'd to free and with deadly accuracy. The eoemy hu 
a barn with an incendiary in tfae yictnity of 4n 

observation post used by the Commanding Officer and 
set it afire. The burning barn, and flares shot into the 
sky by the enemy, lit up rhe area/ sijhouerrjfd^^r^^^^ 
and boats and made them excelicnr target far the enemy 
who poured in deadly machine gurk morw SP firv. 

Undaunted by the enemy opposkion tl«v 
Balers'" of the First arid Third Battalion climbed into 
the boats and shoved off from the b^nk 

broke loose as t lie enemy incfcascd Kis fire Some of (he 
boats were hit witli the men killed and the boars made 
into kindling. Other boats deyc loped motor rro.uble and. 
floundered around on the rivet. But oth^ Siicceede 
during the confo.Moa and roar of the gun.v and crowd 
with their assaulting troops to retUtk fpr mote human 
cargo; On (he far bank mote fire IrOm enemy mortars 
and self-propelled guns was received but t)je troops 
pushed on 

Sergeant Joseph E. Brobel of Company "t". and 
PrivarcM Fir^t Class John J. Burns and Charles W. Ros- 
cart of Company “K” assumed command of their respccr 
tive platoon and ^uads after the original Raders were 
killed or wounded and. despite the intend enemy artib 
lery. flak wagon, rDortar. machine gun and .small arms 
fire, kept control of thejrn during the cros.J5iAg opera - 
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Tfrhaical Sergeant Clarence W. ot Company 

had been one ^vbo had braved conccncraied 
«n«TnV sheU fire and Ud hij; boat team through t be impact 
airea and across the Rhine Riyei'- Then whien bi$ men 
were halted by itiachme gun fire from a distance: ot I?0 
yards, he crawled forward alone in a $ingleli3ijded 
assahlt. Despite a painful wound in his leg, he destroyed 
a German machine gun and k« three- man ere W Wkth 
band grenades. Limping and hohbring. he Jed his men 
ihrough eight more hours of con>bat to knock out 
ancthet enemy machine goo, srorin an enemy- held house 
in Sandhofen and jrapiucc four German panzerfaostmen 
He was awarded the Distinguished Service Cro^.^f 

In the early morning of 26 MarvL. Second Lieutenant 
Martin O, Kvaas and Sergeanr. Aribut Benjamin of 
Company 'AT Sufif Sergeant John E Clark of Com- 
pany ' and Staff Sergeant Alfred M. Brown of 
Company "'C rallied acattered vkaienrs of fhejr cam' 
panics, 'vhich had survived the cros.sir»g c»f the Rhine 
and led them through the enemy shell fire towards Sand- 
hofen. Private Fim pass Maurice Meyersr a radio 
operator of Corn party “C'v summDned friendly artillery 
fire with his radio and silertctd a German tank firing on 
the ' "Cottv>n Ba Im' ‘ Serge an t Ma y fnon tL Sigmon . by 
band grenade fire, and Pnvaie First Class Cfarenee Fitv- 
stone, by \'baioQk3*‘ fire, each destroyed an enemy 
machine gciri position and crew*s. Private First CLa?s 
Noah H, Weaver, a .machine gunner of Company *'D“. 
by continuous firing, pinned down a str.eable enemy 
force and enabled ‘ 'Cotton Batex"' riflemen to capture 
twenty prisoncfs.*' 



2 Li, SaxnveJ L. t>*«- 
iti. Co. ^T^ and f Lit' 
Eari^ E; 

*W\ Witt i:wo ot 
"Conon Bahfi’- 
who wtre itUrd io »c- 
UofT whrt« Hit 
Infamrr crowd the 
RMot 




By 0500 the Battalion overcame all fesistance 
before the lown to becotiie 

engaged in; ^ fettet htmse ro-bo raged all 

day. WheA he k io a fire duel, Ptivate 

Henry Fisher rescued three of hk 

comrades Adio trapped m a bouse by a stjuad 

of enemy rilfcme^n, Private First Class Michael J , Pin 
dy^dti-pt CompanC assaulted an enemy held 

bojose in Sandixjten xind dustodged the. enemy force 
ihefrinK- w and captured tbrev 

Others.*^. -T; 

The Third Battalion dh tixe left encoimtered less 
ppposition and moved tapidlv chat morning, Ac 03.45 
as Company ‘ J. ’ moved wkbour opposition on Objh:- 
tiye 'Tt ' the rem;iind<Tof the battalion was on Dbjeettve 
'■ H'L the clover leaf of the Rckfeauiobahn. Scharhof, or 
Qbjcctivt? M';, \va« capfured y^sih ; tittle trouble Com' 
panv raced on lot Gu.l Objri- 

rive ‘INI halted by ihacbiiiv 

gun and Priyar^ First Class Eugene Jf 

Wcdtowicz;^ and ran cowardy 

Ihre 1 5t) yards away 

Drawing bb.p,ycL, he nevertheless rtiuud 

the CuemanT with Brow fire. Ai' the 

eneniy v^atfemptvd to rtne'vv the fight from ^condary 
posirions . Prrvare Fh^t Oa.vs Wb jtow icz sign a ikd hts 
squaA td join him. Threc ed the, enemy were then killed 
and rW^rmxinder foFvYif to iflce^ A?.a, result, his companlf 



was able lo attain it^ olyiecttve witlroiu sufienng a 
casualty.*** 

Third Battalion pactoh went on to rhe conpex poinis. 
Cotnpany "L"‘ continued east from, Objective "G ’ and. 
cievsed on Objective ;'J'\ Fire was rercived from foiu 
enemy tanks and Infantry near the factories iocaned tn 
the woods. The Third BattaHon directed alLthe artiUeiy 
poivsrhk on the enemy 

Meanwhile the Second Batcalicm. which closed 
into its forward assembly area and w aited birders to 
cross ihe tis^er, bad ro endure the deadly tnemy fire which 
.infiicted casualties of killed and wounded. At OfiOCl 
Company *‘F'’ started the Second Battalion moyetnent 
ayfdss i he river with whatever boats were on hand. Of 
the fim three to start out eWe w*)ie hit by enemy fire and 
eapri?.edi Several of the meii w^ere killed. The boat 
shuttling continued amid the rain of ht^stde shells and 
tt riyas pot until 0800 that "Fo>c” Company was com- 
pletely across the river At I fOO the White Battalion 
iroopjs wen all on the cast side and moved to the vicinity 
vd «he dyke before Sandhofen 

Anri-Tank Company the Rhine on 

the ’DUEAV'S'' at and completed 

the operation at 10.10. T wo ihe sup- 

port c4 to ^ BaUalicn and one to the Third 

The 4cycn pD fDjj^ Drhy ) ot *’fl6ax jng" tanks 
of Companw had moved 

up under the arrillt-ri/ befme H-Hour but on« 

was hit by tmsny fire, ablaze and destroyed wi.cb 
;fhU.r casualties sustained. Two oiberk dex^loped matn- 
reliance trouble and became iwless for the operation. 
Tite remaining four ‘ floared’’ across the Rhine bur in 
thy at fern pt to \c ale the steep, artificial, stone bank on 
side twa slid backward into (be water and out of 
Sight . The orher two succeeded in scaling the bank and 
were riie first two vehicles ocros^v the Rhine in cbe Sevenrh 
Infantry sector They went to the support of the ride- 
men and gave a good accontit of themselves in the fight- 
ptgthaf occurred. ’ 

The fighting in Sandhofen becamt* uriusually bitret 
with the First Batralion troops clearing it. bc'use b.y 
hDusc. The enemy hurled heavy concentrariafis frorn 
heavy artiUcfy of the type into the town pj us 

deadly, f1a(. trajectory fire from the dreaded and 

the high velocity anti -aircraft artilkty. During the .fight- 
ing in the town Second Lieutenant Martin G, Kvaas 
ami Staff Sergeant Paul E, Osborne both of Gompahy 
■ ■A proved themselves to be kadm.*^ 

Members of the Medical Detachment aided the 
wounded and even tVvo German “medics'* sacrificed their 
lives to aid a "Cotton Balfer", Each time Seventh Infan- 
try "ntedks* attempted to reach a wounded comrade 
who lay in one of the streets of Sandbofen, ririous fire 
fmm I WG enemy machiflc. guns drove them i.o cover 
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Finally two German “medics" plainly marked with 
large red crosses ran out of a doorway and made their 
way toward the wounded American. 

“The German machine gunners allowed their medics 
to reach the wounded man," said Private Donald L. 
Wallar of the Medical Detachment. “The German 
medics put him on a stretcher and both stood up. Then 
the Nazi gunners opened fire, killing their own medics." 

After the battle quieted down some. Private Wallar 
went out and brought back the wounded “Cotton 
Baler". Later a burial party took care of the dead 
German medical personnel. 

Major Edmund B. Sinclair, Seventh Infantry Sur- 
geon, and Private First Class Joseph P. lorillo of the 
Medical Detachment administered first aid to the 
wounded “Cotton Balers".*® 

Every fifteen minutes during the afternoon the enemy 
poured from 40 to 50 rounds of very rapid fire from 
big guns into the town, in efforts to systematically knock 
the town down on the “Cotton Baler" troops. The 
situation turned in favor of the Seventh Infantry troops 
and the First Battalion took about 100 prisoners in the 
town. They then pushed southeast to the Alt-Rhein. 

On the Blue Battalion front the troops repulsed two 
platoon-sized counter-attacks. Company “I" advanced 
behind a smoke screen from Gut Kirschgartshausen to 
Sandhofen Bruch, Objective “N". 

“King Company advanced from Scharhof to Objec- 
tive “J" as “Love" Company drove on to Objective 
“L". A stray bomb dropped by the Air Corps landed 
on the command post of Company “L" which was 
located in a house and numerous casualties were caused. 
First Lieutenant Dale Van Hyning, 10th Field Artillery 
Battalion forward observer, was among the seriously 
wounded. Over 200 enemy were taken prisoners by the 
Third Battalion forces. 

Second Lieutenant Samuel L. Daniel of Company 
“I", who had rallied his boat team and led it across the 
Rhine and then had gallantly engaged a large German 
force and forced 125 enemy to surrender, was killed by 
enemy machine gun fire during the night of 26-27 March 
while attempting to set up an outpost position.*^ 

The Second Battalion moved on to Sandhofen and 
at 2330, after Sandhofen was cleared, attacked through 
the First Battalion with attached armor which had been 
ferried across the Rhine. Only scattered resistance was 
encountered. At 0740 on the 27th Companies “E" and 
“G" were on Objective “E" and “Fox" Company was 
on Objective “F". 

Company “L" moved southeast to Objective “V", 
the Karlstern Crossroads in the woods. As prisoners of 
war reported a Volks Grenadier Division reorganizing 
in Kafertal northeast of Mannheim, air bombing mis- 
sions were requested and were conducted on the town. 

The Seventh Infantry was ordered to halt in place and 
during the afternoon of 27 March was relieved by the 
71st Infantry of the 44th Infantry Division. For the 
crossing of the Rhine the Seventh Infantry had success- 
fully accomplished its mission. An unknown number of 
enemy were killed and wounded, while 657 enemy were 
taken prisoners of war. 

The operation cost the Regiment 32 killed, 10 missing 
in action and 136 wounded in action. 

7tb INFANTRY ASSEMBLES IN LORSCH 
AND MOTOR MARCHES TO THE EAST 
27-29 MARCH 1945 

Following relief by the 71st Infantry of the 44th 
Infantry Division the 7th Regimental Combat Team 
motor marched to Lorsch which is about eight miles 



directly east of Worms and east of Lorscher Wald. The 
battalions were completely closed in at 2300 the night 
of 27 March. The Regimental Command Post was 
established in a building formerly used as a bank. Across 
the street was located a cigar factory which became quite 
a popular establishment for the “Cotton, Balers" as they 
all desired a smoke to celebrate the successful Rhine River 
crossing. 



On 28 March the First Battalion remained in Third 
Division reserve in the vicinty of Lorsch while the 
remainder of the Regiment, with attachments and sup- 
porting troops, moved during the late afternoon by 
motor, through Bensheim and several small towns to 
the little village of Winkel. Germany. The First Bat- 
talion was released from reserve early in the morning of 
the 29th and joined the Regiment in Winkel. 

The motor march was continued early on the 29th 
to the east through Linden fels to assembly areas in the 
vicinity of Reichelsheim. It was learned that First Lieu- 
tenant Harold W. Erhardt who had been wounded and 
taken prisoner by the enemy in Utweiler two weeks 
before, was in the German prisoner of war hospital in 
Lindenfels but to the sadness of all he had died of his 
wounds. 

7th INFANTRY ATTACKS AND ADVANCES 

TO THE MAIN RIVER 29-30 MARCH 1945 

With the Third Reconnaissance Troop sweeping the 
high ground and road net between Klein Grumpen and 
Unter Ostem the foot troops marched at 0900 from 
Reichelsheim to Unter Ostern and passed through the 
15 th Infantry to take up the attack once more. 

The Second and Third Battalions attacked abreast at 
1020 and encountered no opposition. The battalions 
struck south from Unter Ostern then turned east. The 
Second Battalion overran the towns of Rohrbach, Ober 
Mossau, Steinbuck, Steinbach, Rehbach, 2^il, Momart, 
Kimbach and Brem Hof. 

The Third Battalion in the south half of the Regi- 
mental zone also moved rapidly through Ober Mossau 
and overran Mickelstadt where 525 wounded enemy in 
hospitals were placed under guard. Company “I" moved 
northeast to Welten Gesuss and Vielbrunn while the 
remainder of the battalion followed the road south to 
Stockheim and Dorf-Erbach then up for Eubach. 

«« GOs No. 295 0 345. H 9 . 3d Inf. Div.. 9 Aug. « 25 Sept. ’45. 

Maj. Sinclair ^ Pfe lorillo were each awarded the Silver Star 

Medal. 

GO No. 175, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 24 May ’45. 2 Lt. Daniel wa« 

posthumously awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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The Third Battalion continued on and by-passed 
numerous enemy who hid out in the woods and engaged 
in sniper action. Late in the afternoon the troops had 
advanced across country through dense forests to Lich- 
tenau and Erlenfurth on the Hafenlohr stream. 

Both the First and Second Battalions moved by motor 
during the night of 1-2 April from Wintersbach and 
Krausenbach to Lichtenau and Erlenfurth. At 2130 the 
First Battalion passed through the Third and continued 
the attack to the northeast during the night. At 0550. 
2 April the troops had penetrated through the forests 
to Bischhornerhof and struggled to eliminate a block. 
Overcoming resistance by the block the troops drove on 
and attacked Rechtenbach. Heavy small arms and anti- 
tank fire was received. One tank supporting the attack 
received a direct hit from an enemy 77mm anti-tank 
gun. The shell struck the turret, knocked out the piece 
of armor, and killed two of the tankmen. At 1130 
the town of Rechtenbach was cleared and the troops 
pushed on. At 1600 Company “C” was in the woods 
2000 yards northeast of Rechtenbach and west of Lohr. 
The remainder of the battalion was around Rechtenbach. 

The Second Battalion meanwhile had detrucked in 
Erlenfurth at 0300, 2 April and then attacked east for 
the “Spiderweb”, as the crossroads looked on the map. 
The White Battalion advanced across country with 
Companies “E” and “G” abreast and “F” trailing in 
reserve. No serious opposition was encountered but at 
one place it was reported that three enemy tried the 
impossible and launched a counter-attack. Their attack 
was not too vicious or violent as they were taken pris- 
oners rather than killed. 

In the small unit actions which occurred two members 
of Company “E” distinguished themselves. When the 
fire of seven enemy soldiers inflicted three casualties on 
his platoon Private First Class Edward E. Berg single- 
handedly assaulted the enemy force. Running forward 
and firing his rifle from the hip he killed one German 
and wounded two others. When he was about twenty 
yards from them four other Germans surrendered with 
the two wounded men. On another occasion Staff Ser- 
geant William S. Harvey ran toward a hostile machine 
gun position fifty yards away. As the German machine 
gunner turned his weapon on him, he tossed a hand 
grenade into the enemy position. A burst of bullets 
barely missed him but his well placed grenade killed the 
enemy gunner and wounded his assistant.'^^ 

The Second Battalion entered Rodenbach on the Main 
River and there fought a spirited battle against make- 
shift enemy forces consisting of officer candidates, air 
force pilots and personnel who had been thrown into the 
Infantry and imbued with the “die for the Fatherland” 
propaganda. In the end they chose not to die and 160 
were taken prisoners of war. Others fled to the south. 
The Second Battalion forces chased the remnants of 
the enemy south along the Main River nearly to Erlach 
which was out of the Seventh Infantry zone. The troops 
then returned to Rodenbach where the battalion estab- 
lished its command post. 

The rifle companies of the Second Battalion attacked 
north between the railroad tracks and the Main River 
for Wombach. Companies “E” and “G” were in the 
attacking wave while “F” was again in reserve. Brief 
but fierce firc-fights were fought, in which Private First 
Class Floyd V. Weimastcr of Company “G” and Second 
Lieutenant John Ananich, Jr., were outstanding.**- 

At 1915 Wombach was captured by the Second Bat- 
talion riflemen. In the meantime however the battalion 
headquarters group in Rodenbach was counter-attacked 



and a call was sent for rifle elements to return to its 
assistance. 

A force of approximately forty Germans reinforced 
with machine guns attacked the rear elements of the 
Second Battalion in Rodenbach. First Lieutenant Joseph 
G. Lambert, the battalion transportation officer, rallied 
six men and led them against a reinforced squad of Ger- 
mans in position on a hill 250 yards away. One member 
of his group was killed, a second wounded and his own 
right wrist was shattered by the enemy machine gun fire. 




but First Lieutenant Lambert resolutely led his remain- 
ing men into firing positions 100 yards from the enemy. 
Captain Joseph E. Martin of Second Battalion Head- 
quarters Company by that time had organized 25 of the 
battalion headquarters personnel and led them in a 
counter-attack against the enemy forces. A tank of the 
756th Tank Battalion and .50 calibre machine guns 
mounted on two jeeps augmented the fire power of the 
men and in a 30 minute fight casualties were inflicted 
on the enemy, 20 captured along with five machine guns 
and the remaining enemy were driven off.**® 

CCB of the 14th Armored Division passed through 
the Seventh Infantry in Rechtenbach during the after- 
noon of 2 April in what was expected to be a wild 
dash to the east, but the tankers got no further than 
Lohr where the enemy knocked out a half dozen pieces 
of American Armor. 

Though the Seventh Infantry, with one battalion 
south of Lohr, another on high ground to the northwest 
and the third in Rechtenbach had been in an excellent 
position to surround the town from all sides and close 
in on it, orders had been for the armored combat com- 
mand to pass through and drive on the town. A coordi- 
nated attack by the Seventh Infantry rifle battalions 
would have brought the downfall of the place in one 
day but as it turned out it took the armored boys, who 



GO No. 262, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 18 July ’45. S/Sgt. Harvey « 
Pfe Berg were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

42 GOs No. 187 ^ 282. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 30 May » 1 Aug. ’45. 
2 Lt. Ananich Pfe Weimastcr were each awarded the Silver 
Star Medal. 

« GOs No. 158 ^ 177, HQ, 3d Inf. Div.. 12 « 25 May ’45. 
Capt. Martin 1 Lt. Lambert were each awarded the Silver Star 
Medal. 
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could not maneuver off of road, several days to seize 
it and then the Seventh Infantry had to go to their 
assistance. The First Battalion had advanced against 
no opposition, but over rugged wooded terrain to Stein - 
thalerhof, northwest of Lohr and cut the road there. 

SECOND BATTALION CROSSES THE MAIN 
FOR THE SECOND TIME 

Between 1800 and 1900 on 3 April the troops of 
the Second Battalion crossed the Main River for a 
second time, in the vicinity of Pflochsbach. The crossing 
was made in assault craft and “DUKWS". Aggressive 
patrols were sent to the east, north and south. A Com- 
pany "E ” patrol encountered a three-man enemy patrol 
mounted on horses and drove it off. Hausen was found 
to be occupied by enemy. During the night artillery was 
fired on the town at 0110. 0300 and 0600. 

The 165th Engineers built a pontoon raft during the 
night and attached armor of the Second Battalion com- 
menced crossing the river at 0615, 4 April, but the raft 
broke loose and delay resulted before the armor had 
completely crossed. 

Company “E" reported Hausen and Steinfeld free 
of enemy soldiers at 1030. occupied the two towns 
and sent patrols to Rohrbach and Wiesenfeld. At 1030 
Company “F”. with attached armor, moved north from 
Pflochsbach. During the day the Second Battalion troops 
and attachments cleared the area within the big loop 
made by the Main River. Sendelbach, Steinbach, Hals- 
bach. Wiesenfeld. Rohrbach. Massenbuch and Harrbach 
were cleared. Only 38 prisoners of war were taken during 
the day. 

During the Second Battalion movements which 
directly benefitted the 14th Armored Division elements 
in Lohr the Red Battalion remained in place at Stein- 
thalerhof, prepared to close in on Lohr from the north. 
The tankers, angered and embarassed by the delay to get 
through Lohr. refused direct assistance from the regular 
Infantry, who were just as happy and for once experi- 
enced the pleasure of sitting back and watching "the 
other fellow do it". The tankers were assisted by fire 
from the Seventh Infantry however, though the "Cotton 
Balers" never actually attacked for the town. 

SECOND BATTALION CROSSES THE MAIN 
FOR THE THIRD TIME 

At 2300, 4 April, the Division G-3 called the Seventh 
Infantry Command Post and announced that the 14th 
Armored Division was in trouble and that the 30th 
Infantry north of the loop in the Main River would 
advance to the south, seize Gemunden and clean out the 
valley on the north side of the river. The Second Bat- 
talion. Seventh Infantry, was to remain in position on 
the tip of the peninsula and be prepared to support the 
30th Infantry in any way possible. In forty-five minutes 
time the G-3 was notified that the Seventh Infantry 
would send an officer with an SCR 300 radio to the 
30th Infantry early in the morning for liaison pur- 
poses. The "Cotton Baler" Second Battalion over- 
looked Gemunden and was willing to render all assistance 
necessary. 

At 0105, 5 April, the Third Division commander 
called by phone. He directed Colonel Heintges to have 
the Second Battalion cross the Main River southeast of 
Gemunden. then to attack the town from the cast as 
the 30th Infantry was not to take it after all. He 
realized the "Cotton Baler" battalion was in the best 
position to take the town. The tankers were having 



trouble proceeding along the north side of the river. 
The crossing was ordered to be made by assault craft 
and in the vicinity of Massenbuch. 

Orders were sent to Lieutenant Colonel Duncan and 
to the engineers, who had to move equipment across 
the Main at Rodenbach and transport it across the pen- 
insula to Massenbuch. That took time and it was not 
until noontime on 5 April that the Second Battalion 
troops were able to cross the river for the third time 
and drive on Gemunden. Due to muddy banks the armor 
was not able to cross with the troops. Small arms and 
light artillery fire was received during the advance. 

Without its armor the Second Battalion seized all of 
Gemunden at 1530 with over 70 prisoners taken. Ser- 
geant Leslie H. Capps of Company "G" was outstanding 
during the action^® 

The 1 4th Armored Division troops then entered from 
the west. At 0630, 6 April, the Second Battalion 
attacked to the north and seized Schonau. 

While the Second Battalion crossed the Main River 
for the third time and seized Gemunden the remainder 
of the Regiment prepared to move. At 0245, 6 April, 
the Regiment minus the Second Battalion commenced 
the motor march and passed through Lohr. Partenstein, 
Frammersbach and Lohrhaupten to areas in the vicinity 
of Burgsin and Heiligkrenz where only short stops were 
made before the march was continued over bad roads to 
Geroda. From there the Red Battalion troops marched 
to the vicinity of Platz while the Blue Battalion troops 
went on to Stangenroth. 

At 2100 Company "A" moved to establish blocks. 
One rifle platoon entered Aschach and after a sharp 
small arms fight occupied the town at 0200, 7 April. 

At 0700 the Red and Blue Battalions launched at- 
tacks to the east. The First Battalion troops seized 
Frauenroth and Stralsbach without opposition. Com- 
pany "B" crossed the Saale River and occupied Booklet. 
At 1030 a platoon of "Charlie" Company with armor 
moved north to Hohn where a fight was had. Enemy 
anti-tank guns knocked out one tank destroyer. Com- 
pany "A" sent forces from Aschah to Grossenbach and 
occupied the town against very light resistance. 




Unit Journal, 7th Infantry. 4 April ’45. 

Unit Journal, 7ih Infantry, 5 April '45. 

GO No. 282. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 1 Aug. '45. Sgt. Capps was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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The Blue Battalion on the north encountered no 
opposition at the beginning of the attack. Premich and 
Stainborg were seized. Then the troops ran into a strong 
road block near Steinach supported by three Mark V 
tanks, two anti-tank guns and about two companies of 
automatic riflemen. A heavy fight ensued before the block 
was cleared at about noc>n-time. Technician Fifth Grade 
John A. Owen, a radio operator: Technician Fifth Grade 
William A. Wanner, a Browning automatic rifleman, 
and Private Harold C. Smith, a rifleman, all of Company 
“L”, and Private First Class Charles C. Haire of 
Company “M" were cited for the part they played in 
winning the fight.**^ 

Patrols pushed on for Steinach where the enemy had 
concentrated armor. The attack was pressed as the enemy 
retaliated with tank, artillery and Neblewerfer fire. The 
“screaming meemies” were the first received for quite 
some time. The fight continued through the night, then 
at dawn of the 8th the reinforced Blue Battalion 
launched a powerful attack. A heavy battle ensued that 
cost the enemy ten Mark V tanks knocked out by tank 
destroyer and “bazooka" fire. Steinach was cleared by 
noontime that day and patrols pushed on for Roth and 
Nickersfelden. Roth was occupied after a small arms 
battle. 

While the Blue Battalion was thus heavily engaged, 
the First Battalion mopped up resistance in the vicinity 
of Bocklet and Hohn and was thrown somewhat on 
the defensive. At five minutes after midnight, 7-8 April, 
Company “B" in Bocklet received a sharp counter- 
attack. At 0200 Captain James B. Rich, Jr., command- 
ing Company “B", reported his command post sur- 
rounded by enemy. 

When a platoon of Germans stormed into the com- 
mand post in Bocklet, Captain Rich inspired nine men 
with him to defend the house. Posting a defense on the 



second story, he calmly walked from room to room, 
encouraging his men despite bullets which came up 
through the floor. When the enemy attempted to charge 
upstairs behind hand grenade fire, Captain Rich, who 
had stationed himself at the head of the stairway, killed 
the leading German with his pistol and forced the rest 
back. Although the Germans set fire to the house, he 
refused to capitulate and held out for three and a half 
hours until other elements drove the enemy from Bock- 
let.-*" 

Company “A" sent a platoon to reinforce “Baker" 
Company and by 0430 the situation had cleared. Cas- 
ualties sustained were light. One platoon of Company 
“C" with elements of the Battle Patrol occupied Hohn 
during the night against small arms fire. 



SECOND BATTALION RETURNS TO 
REGIMENTAL CONTROL AND ATTACKS 
THROUGH THE FIRST 

On the 7th of April the Second Battalion was released 
from division control in the vicinity of Grafendurf and 
moved by motor to Stangenroth. At 0230 on the 8th 
the troops moved to Aschach and at 0645 pushed 
through the First Battalion. The town of Haard fell 
to the attacking troops at 1130 after resisting with small 
arms. A patrol moved to the south to Nudlinger which 
was cleared. Contact was later established with elements 
of CCB of the 14th Armored Division which advanced 



47 GOs No. 226, 264, 316 W 370, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 24 June. 
19 July, 1 Sept. 0 4 Oct. ’45. T/5 Owen, T/5 Wanner, Pfe 
Haire & Pvt. Smith were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

4S GO No. 227. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 25 June ’45. Capt. Rich was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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from Bad Kissingcn. A total of 132 enemy had been 
captured by the battalions. 

The Second and Third Battalions continued the 
attack in their zones against scattered small arms and 
sniper fire. No prepared enemy positions were encoun- 
tered. 

The Third Battalion seized Reichenbach after a small 
arms fight then moved through Munnerstadt, Althausen. 
Fridritt. Wermerichshausen, Seubrigshausen, Theinfeld, 
Sulzdorf, Wettringen and Aidhausen where only scat- 
tered small arms fire was encountered on the morning 
of the 9th. During the night the rifle units had by-passed 
enemy stragglers hiding out in the woods. A force of 
by-passed enemy attacked the battalion command group 
in Fridritt and Wermerischausen. captured five Third 
Battalion men. shot up four jeeps and knocked out a 
tank destroyer. A lively engagement then ensued with 
the situation finally clearing up in favor of the Blue 
Battalion. Fifty-five of the enemy, including an officer, 
were captured along with four horse drawn 175mm 
howitzers. Technical Sergeant Anthony J. Dorato had 
played an important part in directing the operations.^® 

The Second Battalion had advanced from Haard to 
Burghausen. Munnerstadt. Althausen, Poppenlauer, and 
Weichtungen where it held up and was passed through 
by the First Battalion around midnight of 8-9 April. 

In Munnerstadt the battalion had encountered trouble 
but overcame it when Staff Sergeant Anthony C. Pecar 
displayed great leadership. Advancing through fire. Staff 
Sergeant Pecar killed an enemy machine pistol operator 
at 15 yards range with "Tommy gun" fire. As he 
continued forward two other machine pistol operators. 
30 yards away, opened fire on him. Firing from a kneel- 
ing position he killed the two Germans, and then forced 
a nearby rifleman to surrender. As he led the way deeper 
into the enemy position a machine gun suddenly opened 
fire and pinned his men down. While bullets smashed 
into trees inches from him, Staff Sergeant Pecar crawled 
forward to a point less than 40 yards from the emplace- 
ment and hurled a hand grenade. He then charged, firing 
from the hip. and killed the two-man crew. For his 
heroism he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. 

On the night of 8 April three men of Company "C" 
were caught beneath the tank they had been riding, 
when it turned over »on its side. Sergeant Glenn D. 
Brooks was killed. Private First Class Frederick J. 
Bassett, though badly bruised, managed to free himself. 
He then crawled back under the tank and rescued the 
third soldier.®® 

The First Battalion continued the advance to the 
southeast in the right of the Regimental zone. Thundorf, 
Rothhausen, Stadtlauringen, Altcnmunster and Fuch- 
stadt were seized. Only scattered enemy resistance was 
encountered as the enemy was without fortified, dug-in 
or prepared positions anywhere in the zone and armor 
was absent. Private First Class Wesley Falls Down of 
First Battalion Headquarters Company, who was the 
first into Fuchstadt and engaged the enemy there, was 
cited for gallantry which he displayed on that day.®^ 

The Second Battalion passed through the First Bat- 
talion in the right of the zone to Kleinsteinach. The bat- 
talion held up on the 10th, patrolled to the front and 
cleaned enemy out of the rear areas. Elements of the 14th 
Armored Division were contacted in Reichmannshausen 
by Second Battalion patrols and the Third Battalion 
established contact with the 179th Infantry of the 45th 
Infantry Division on the left. A Blue Battalion patrol 
entered Rugheim and found it unoccupied. A Second 
Battalion patrol to Uchenhofen encountered small arms 
and mortar fire. Private First Class Stephen S. Warbeck, 



of Company "G", was killed and another man was 
captured. The patrol lost its SCR 300 radio and pulled 
back. It was estimated that from 50 to 100 enemy were 
in the town. 

At 1530 on the 11th the Regiment took up the 
advance to the southeast once more. The Third Battalion 
continued to advance on the left while the Second was 
on the right. 

The Second Battalion encountered only small arms 
fire as it seized Kleinsteinach. Kleinmunster, Mechenried. 
Holshausen, Unchenhofen, Ober Hohenried and Unt. 
Hohenreid. 

The Third Battalion encountered small arms and 
automatic weapons’ fire, light artillery and mortar fire, 
but captured Hellingen, Romershofen and Prappach. 

At 2350, 1 1 April, the First Battalion passed through 
the right of the Second Battalion and attacked Haszfurt. 
Only scattered small arms fire and a few rounds of mortar 
fire were received. A few blocks were encountered but 
the town was easily cleared and captured during the 
morning of the 1 2th. 

The Second Battalion continued its advance towards 
Augsfeld, then to the high ground to the east. An unusu- 
ally heavy small arms battle, for that stage of the cam- 
paign. was fought before the high ground was cKcupied. 
The battalion then moved on to Zeil which was taken 
after a short struggle. 




At 1700, 12 April, the First Battalion passed through 
the Second at Zeil and seized Steinbach where it held up. 
The other objectives, Ebelsbach and Gleisenau, had been 
taken by friendly forces and there was no need for further 
attacks. 

The Third Battalion on the left continued its advance 
and seized Sechesthal, Krum, a road junction in the 
woods, and Schonbach. where it. too, held up and con- 
tacted elements of the 45th Infantry Division. 

The battalions moved to assembly areas in the vicinity 
of Wohnau, Ober Schwappach and Eschenau during the 
night of 12-13 April. Much difficulty was experienced 
on the bad roads, with many pieces of armor and vehicles 
becoming mired in the mud. 

GO No. 226. HQ, 3d Inf. Div.. 24 June 45. T/Sgt. Dorato 
was awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

50 GO No. 295, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 9 Aug. '45. Pfe Bassett was 
awarded the Soldier's Medal. 

51 GO No. 306 HQ. 3d Inf. Div. 20 Aug. '45. Pfe Falls Down 
was awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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The Second Battalion relieved the 30th Infantry of 
all its road blocks in the area. At 1600, 13 April, Divis- 
ion Headquarters ordered the Regiment to hold the 
Second Battalion in place on the blocks and move the 
remainder of the combat team to new assembly areas in 
the vicinity of Frenshof to the southeast. 

The Third Division furnished the Regiment with 
twenty-five trucks to reinforce the organic vehicles for 
the move which was started at 1800. The Regiment, 
less the Second Battalion, motor marched to the north- 
east to Knetzgau then southeast through Zell. Ober 
Schleichach, Trosenfurt. Priesendorf and Lisberg to 
Frenshof. The Second Battalion was placed under 
division control. 

On arriving in the new area at 2100 the Blue Battalion 
sent out a motorized patrol to the north. The patrol 
went as far as the Main River and captured two enemy. 
A dead American officer was found in a jeep near Tries- 
enbach. 

An enemy plane flew over the Regimental area the 
night of 13-14 April and dropped anti-personnel bombs 
on the Cannon Company area. Approximately thirty 
casualties were sustained including Corporal John Kill- 
ham killed. Several vehicles were damaged. On 14 April 



the Second Battalion advanced to Schonbrunn then 
established blocks at Krumbach, Reichsmanndorf and 
Albach. 

The First Battalion remained assembled but motor- 
ized in Grub while the Third Battalion remained 
assembled in Frenshof. Company “K" plus one tank 
platoon, one tank destroyer platoon, and six assault 
guns were detached to division to become part of a 
special task force which attacked to the southeast. 

During the early afternoon of 15 April the Second 
Battalion, still under division control, displaced to the 
southeast to Muhlhausen while the remainder of the 
Regiment, less Company “K" and attachments, moved 
to areas in the vicinity of Willersdorf. The troops closed 
into their respective areas at 2015. 

Five minutes after closing into the area the Regiment 
was ordered to continue the motor march to Klein See- 
bach and prepare to attack. The First and Third Battal- 
ions continued the motor march and closed into Klein 
Seebach at 0230, 16 April. The foot troops of the two 
battalions marched to the east and crossed the Regnitz 
River by footbridges east of Klein Seebach and closed 
into wooded areas north of Brauningshof. Company 
“K’' and attached armor rejoined its battalion at 1 100. 



CHAPTER IV 



The Battle of Nurnberg 

16-20 APRIL 1945 



At 1130 on 16 April the Red and Blue Battalions 
attacked to the south on the east side of the Regnitz 
River. On the left of the Regiment the 15 th Infantry 
attacked, while the 222nd Infantry of the 42nd Infantry 
Division was on the right, west of the Regnitz. 

The two attacking battalions moved initially against 
no opposition. The Blue troops passed through Marloff- 
stein, Spardorf and Utenreuth while the Red troops 
moved through Erlangen and drew very light small arms 
fire. The First Battalion then assembled in the vicinity 
of Sieglitzhof as reserve. 

The Second Battalion which was relieved of its block- 
ing mission near Muhlhausen at 1030, 16 April, had 
moved to rejoin the Regiment, and detrucked near Sieg- 
litzhof at 1415. The White Battalion crossed in front 
of the Blue troops to attack in the left half of the Regi- 
mental zone. Tfje Third Battalion crossed over to the 
right half of the zone and continued abreast of the White 
Battalion. 

The Second Battalion seized objectives in the woods 
by Weissensee then moved southwest for Tennenlohe. 
Considerable small arms, automatic weapons and self- 
propelled gun fire was received as the White Battalion 
“Cotton Balers" fought enemy entrenched in dug-in 
huts. The battle continued throughout the night of 
16-17 April and the battalion lost five men killed and 
a number wounded. One Mark IV tank and an "88" 
were knocked out as the White Battalion troops con- 
trolled Tennenlohe at 0700. Sergeant Ted W. Sharol 
of Company "F" performed with gallantry before he 

was killed in action. 

The Blue Battalion meanwhile passed through Buck- 
enhof and seized 175 Germans as prisoners of war. The 
advance was continued through Erlangen to the south. 
Staff Sergeant Bennett O. Walker of Company "L" 
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singlehandedly attacked seven enemy riflemen who had 
wounded two members of his platoon near Tennenlohe. 
killed two of the Germans and took five prisoners.®^ The 
7'hird Battalion forces knocked out two enemy tanks 
and four flakwagons and captured an additional batch 
of 150 enemy soldiers. Heavy machine gun fire was 
received from the vicinity of Bruck. An artillery 
ammunition plant and a prisoner of war camp were 
seized. The troops pushed on and cleared Grundlach 
at 0950 on the 17th and received "88" fire from the 
south. 

From Tennenlohe the Second Battalion sent Company 
"E". still under its veteran commander, Captain James 
F. Powell, in a rapid move south to Reutles, while Com- 
pany "G" commanded by First Lieutenant Louie Van 
Hoy, drove through the woods to Neunhof. 

Near Neunhof, Germany, when deadly machine gun 
and flakwagon crossfire at 250 to 300 yards range 
wounded eighteen men and cut them off from their 
forward observer. Privates First Class Christian A. Funk 
and George E. Miller both mortar radiomen of Company 
"H", directed concentrations that silenced the enemy. 

The riflemen of Company "G" entered Neunhof and 
engaged enemy in sharp skirmishes along several of the 
streets. They killed three Germans and captured a total 
of twenty-five. As the company was consolidating its 
positions it received artillery and small arms fire from 
Kraftshof, farther to the south. Several enemy 155mm 
gun positions were soon spotted just north of that town 

62 GO No. 187, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 30 May ’45. Sgi. Sharol (post- 
humously) S/Sgt. Walker were each awarded the Silver Star 
Medal. 

68 GO No. 212. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 16 June 45. Pfes Funk « 
Miller were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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and a heavy cDnceotration oi ardi kry fire was fegiFtered- 
in oo xhem. The hostile \ re quickly pulled theije field 
pieces out of their emplacements and Hdthdrew 
wards then mopped up the 

af Neutt hof . taking nine more pxm^vft 

Company ‘ F‘\ mearmhile, led fey fipr 
Wiffes Bv Gonklin passed throtigh Gompany in 

Rctideit and pushed south for Boxdorf- The company 
epcLpunteted machine gun and dfie fire which issued from 
a small patch of woods. 

As Comply 'T" neared the edge of Boxdorf. several 
•pf it^ members were wounded by an hostile fiakwagon 
south . of the town. Nevertheless the "'Cotton Balers'* of 
'FfiX*’ Company drove jfwifdy to the outskirts of the 
town and engaged approximatelf two pUcctonsof enemy 
troops wlio were dugo’n; L^daubted by hand grenade 
and rifle fire., elements of tfee cornpany clo:§ed w i cb the 
enemy, while the remainder the streets. 

The Germans fired machins pistols and they 

fell back to the extreme cad cd the town. While both 
sides were locked in fierce fighting at pomt-blanK range, 
the enemy ruthlessly laid down heavy concentration.? of 
artillery fire on the cn>ire area. Tlie fighting lasted for 
.three hours, until the la$t of the enemy were driven from 
the* town. During the fighting Staff Sergeant Michael 
Fanelli. Corporal Jackson Mvintbsh. Private Firit 
Cla^s Bremtofi J Morri^^^ Private Georgt? R. Necse 
distinguished themseivc:^.^^ 







Pvt, Alv-y k, Cwnmnghjtm.' C’'>, "*£"*• w|» 
ktU?d in HftfOfl duH.ng ih« Intr 
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Company *'G*’ continued south from Neonhof, 
seized Kraftshof and closed on Rudi. In the fading light 
of day minurous enemy troopx were pfesemd. on the 
fringe of Buch. Halting his ni'^n Firsp tieutenant Van 
Hoy ordered his supporting tanks and tank destroyers 
to open fire. Shells hit dttcedy into the enemy position.s 
and the riflemen then advanced steadily. The Germans 
became disorganized. When ai^saiilt elements of the com- 
pany neared the town, large number^ of the enemy w^ere 
so demoraUzed that they surrendered. The rifle platoons 
fanned out upon entering the town and rounded up 
other groups of Germans. As one platopn knifed through 
the town to cut off the escape tauu to the south; it 
received fire from a roadblock emplaced in the heart of 
Biicb. While riflemen returned fire, a .supporting tank 
directed shells at a hostile flak wagon on. the far side of 
the roadblock, forcing the crew to abaridon the weapon. 
Meanwhile, the rernainder of the company cleared budd- 
ing after building and surrounding- dugouts. taking 
approximately 150 ptisoncry in ah hour and securing the 
town. "Fox** and "Easy^- <>mpanie$^ 
by nightfall all fighting elements of the Second Batraiinn 
were in Buch, 

Privates Arthur R. Pundr and feyle WilUcK of Com- 
pany /'H'* c»pened fi/e tern ai fed oh a small group of 
Germans and killed four They then shifted 

their fire to i }arpr enemy fcjfce^ attack from 

3 woods about };400 y.ards away . Mvah while American 
.artilfecy area driving aliqut 50 

Germany our the enemy replied with 

artiljcry fire^^ hufldifijgs the two machine 



gunners raked the German troops with det'asiaiing fire 
and killed approximately 1 6 moTt*. Their steady shoot 
irrg dreiv the at tent ion of a hostile tank/ wfekh s»nt 
tliree shells inro the house, Imr the gunners rcfujicd m 
de^/r their dang^pous post A fifth tank shell killed 
Private Pundt and riioc off one of Private WillirkV 

Early in the afternoon of 17 April the Third Bat- 
taUon, located in Grundlach and Gross, received a very 
heavy sbetKng from eight ''88.s and returned dw heavy 
fire. Tank desrrcjycf fire knocked out two of the ‘88s*’ . 

Company ‘T'VdfOve on and captured Steitrach. At 
about 1740 hou/5 while the company was stdi tn the 
town. First feieu ten ant George Pratt rbc commmdin^ 
officer, acted as fire control officer for rhe lOth F^ld 
A rti llcry Ba t tal ion . He sa w touf enem y ffsk wagon.? that 
were firing on Company V‘£'^ Afrer ^mral smoke ton nds 
were adjusted on the enemy positions he then saw that 
the enemy actually had foweteen gum m M 

called for additional fire and soon twenty battalions of 
arrillery poured a terrific cbncentration on Baslohe, Sack 
and Braunsbacb. After a period of two hours, when the 
order to cease firing was given. First Irieutrnattr Prart 
observed ten of the enemy guns knocked out but four 
sclf-propclkd guns were attempting to escape. Once motit 
the batteries fired salvos and tjie remaiamg enemy 
weapons were destroyed 

The arfillery shoot Vinuaily ended opposttion bvfpri! 
the Blue Battalion iind the advance was taken up 
speedily. Company "I’ pushed tbrough Bislohc 3 nd 
Sack as "Love** Company pushed through Rotihof and 
entered Poppenreuth at 2045, the sight of the i7th. 
In the northern part of the town twelve were 

surrounded and; with ammunition and sleepy creivsv 
taken intact, 

The First Battalion sent Company ; B'’ down 
road through the woods from Erlangen to Tennentohe 
to clear it and mop u]p by passed vnemy in the woods 
Then the battalion d^ylaced forward to 

reserve positions in the 



SECOND battalion PRESSES ATTACK 
ON NORNBERG; 1943 

From Buch the Scepod Battalion was in position rri 
laund> its attack on Nuc^nb^xg proper the rwo 

miles of inter evening road befote^/t city liniiis wetc the 
three Bmall suburban to wm of Scbnepfenrctith. Klein 
and Thon. each reportedly held in negligible stteogth- 

Shortly after midnight of 17“! 8 April. Company 
“G” straddled the main road leading south and started 
moving out without its supporting armor. Although 
friendly units to the flanks, were being temporarily con - 
tained by fierce mlstanCe. ' ‘George* ‘ Company drove 
through SdinepfenrBiith and Klein unopposed and 
headed for the suburb af Tfeqn, 

The plan of afuck icalled for Company 'G'* to. 
advaticc to a railroad emfeankmerit about 400 yards 
inside the town and hold np Until the remainder of the 
battalion pulled abreast for a concetted push an Nutn- 
berg^ : 



GOi Na. Z0«. 2U la 2^15, HO. 3d 

^ Aug, '45. 5/.Sgn P^aeili was th^ 1st Leri 

Clpimrr to th« Silvw 5t^r Medal, Cpl. MriUii;>*h.. Pfc 
Pvt. ii*th JWaMed the StWff Star. 

^3 GOs Ho. 145 h 3K<* HQ. 3d Ivf . li 4 CVt.. ’45 

Pn, ppiidt fpo$>Kritr»oDslr) ^5 Prt. WiHwk 
the Silver Star Med^l - 
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Scarcely fifty yards from Thon, leading elements of 
"George” Company met heavy small arms and auto- 
matic fire coming from positions on both sides of the 
road. The "Cotton Balers” were so close to the enemy 
they could hear the Germans calling to one another in 
the darkness. In positions directly ahead, three machine 
guns on the left side of the road laid down a curtain of 
steel. Enemy riflemen and machine pistol men were sta- 
tioned at almost every window of the houses on the 
outskirts of the town, and others were emplaced in 
dugouts around the houses. Later, estimates were that 
four companies of Germans were defending Thon. The 
volume of fire being laid down by the enemy was tre- 
niendous. Numerous flares were also used to illuminate 
the entire area. 

With guns blazing, "Cotton Balers” of Company 
"G” drove relentlessly into the enemy positions, engag- 
ing in duels at point-blank range. Although men were 
knocked off their feet and stunned by "potato masher” 
grenades, they rose and closed with the enemy. While 
extremely heavy automatic fire temporarily checked the 
left flank of the company, which was struggling for the 
tall buildings on the fringe of the town, the right assault 
element pierced through the enemy's defenses, almost to 
the railroad embankment. But that numerically inferior 
force was hardly strong enough to withstand the formid- 
able pressure exerted by the enemy. German troops were 
on every side of "George” Company’s dispersed elements. 
The enemy had an integrated defense system in depth, 
the deeper Company "G” penetrated into it. the greater 
the resistance that was encountered. "George” Company 
was in danger of being slashed to pieces so First Lieu- 
tenant Van Hoy radioed back to the battalion command- 
er in Klein for instructions. Unwilling for Company "G” 
to maintain its precarious position with both flanks 
exposed. Lieutenant Colonel Duncan ordered that the 
company withdraw as soon as possible to Klein, from 
which a battalion attack would be launched in early 
morning. First Lieutenant Van Hoy then skillfully with- 
drew his right flank from the center of the town and 
disengaged his entire company despite heavy hostile fire. 
No prisoners had been taken during the night fighting 
but at least six Germans were known to be dead. 

In preparation for the dawn assault supporting armor 
of the Second Battalion moved up and savagely battered 
the buildings of Thon. That was followed by a heavy 
artillery concentration on the town and along the rail- 
road. In the dim light of early dawn "George” Company 
advanced in attack formation across open fields towards 
the town. Company "E” followed, ready to throw its 
weight against either flank. "Fox” Company was held 
in reserve. 

Fire by the armor and artillery, though savage and 
fierce, had not silenced or driven off the enemy. As the 
Company "G" men advanced on Thon heavy resistance 
developed. Terrific automatic fire checked the left flank. 
The right assault element punched its way into several 
outlying houses. Driving the fanatically stubborn Ger- 
mans from one house to the next, elements of Company 
"G” gradually hammered a d^ep wedge to the right of 
the Thon-Niirnberg road. 

A platoon of Company "E” was committed to swing 
around to the left of the held-up "George” Company 
elements on the left. Deploying in a broad field the 
platoon started across 800 yards of open ground, while 
other elements poured steady streams of fire into build- 
ings directly to the front. The widely dispersed men of 
the platoon, advanced in small groups and encountered 
fire which issued from a group of apartment houses along 
the railroad. Although it sustained several casualties 



the platoon finally reached the apartment buildings, but 
the Germans inside refused to break. The squads of the 
"Easy” Company platoon battled their way from room 
to room until, after an hour's fierce fighting, the last 
German was driven out of the buildings. Reorganizing 
swiftly, the platoon started across the intervening ground 
to the railroad embankment in pursuit of the enemy. 
Despite the fact that their own troops w^ere in the area 
still fighting, the Germans laid down an artillery barrage, 
as the right flank of the Second Battalion shouldered its 
way to the embankment, which overlooked a huge 
lumber yard on the south side. 

The center of the Second Battalion. Company "G's” 
left assault element, was still held up as the Company 
"E” platoon on the left and elements on the right had 
successfully advanced. The right assault clement placed 
flanking fire on the enemy blocking Company "G’s” left 
assault element. The 60mm mortar crews moved up 
behind captured buildings and lobbed shells into the 
enemy’s midst. Additional fire was placed on the enemy 
lodged in the buildings and emplacements by the sup- 
porting armor w^hich shot directly into stubborn enemy 
positions. The left assault element of "George” Com- 
pany then stormed the buildings and engaged in floor 
to floor fighting that carried well into the morning. No 
position could be by-passed but every shed, building and 
room had to be checked and methodically cleared. In 
three hours’ time fifteen of the enemy were killed as only 
six of them surrendered to the "Cotton Balers”. The 
Germans, when pried from positions in buildings, took 
up new positions behind nearby piles of rubble and con- 
tinued to fight with unbroken spirit. From the top floor 
of a large building, heavy machine guns of the White 
Battalion opened fire on enemy suicide groups fighting 
from nearby roof tops, and on the large lumber yard 
beyond the railroad tracks. 

The two remaining platoons of Company "E” were 
committed on the right of Company "G” and in their 
attempts to surmount the railroad embankment encoun- 
tered heavy enemy automatic fire. The detached platoon 
on the battalion’s extreme left was called on to beat back 
several small sized enemy counter-attacks before crossing 
the tracks and penetrating to the edge of the lumber yard, 
in which large numbers of the enemy made a con- 
certed stand. When the battalion’s supporting armor 
attempted to move forward along the main road, it 
found the railroad underpass obstructed by a huge con- 
crete roadblock. 

Without waiting for the balance of the battalion to 
pull abreast, elements of Companies "E” and "G” on the 
right jumped off in an attack across the railroad under 
the fire of 60mm and 8 1 mm mortars. Stumbling through 
the rubble of demolished buildings, the riflemen pressed 
forward despite intense sniper fire, and reached large 
apartment houses. At about the same time. Company 
"G’s” left elements had overcome their stubborn resist- 
ance and surged up the side of the railroad embankment. 
Heavy fire was poured into the lumber yard. The Ger- 
mans began to give way grudgingly. 

Companies "E” and "G” found their newly won 
positions exceedingly difficult to hold. Enemy machine 
gunners and snipers, occupying a large factory building 
400 yards to the front poured unbroken streams of fire 
through practically every window. A 20mm flakwagon 
and machine guns savagely raked the faces of the apart- 
ment houses. To the right front, across an open field, 
two other hostile machine guns focussed their fire on the 
buildings held by the "Cotton Balers”. To neutralize 
the enemy fire 81mm mortars were called into play. 
They silenced the enemy guns in the field, then they 
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smoked the field and factory building. Captain Powell 
prepared one of the “Easy" Company platoons to swing 
in front of “George" Company and assault the factory. 
Under cover of the smoke, the platoon dashed through 
machine gun fire and reached the factory building. The 
“Cotton Balers" entered the building and in close-in 
fighting overpowered the enemy who began to surrender. 
As the riflemen combed the building, a section of heavy 
machine guns moved into the right wing of the factory, 
placed its guns in top-floor windows and fired down on 
a hostile flakwagon to the rear of the building. Utterly 
confused by the plunging fire the enemy crew abandoned 
the weapon and attempted to flee, but the deadly .50 
calibre machine gun fire cut them down. Resistance in 
the factory area ended. Six of the enemy were dead and 
sixty held as prisoners of war. 

The Second Battalion forces fought throughout the 
afternoon of 18 April to gain full possession of the rail- 
road embankment and lumber yard. Approximately a 
company of Germans offered tough resistance in the 
lumberyard where they took advantage of every pile of 
lumber and rubble to stem the advance. In an hour and 
a half of fighting there, twenty-seven of the enemy were 
killed before the yard was completely cleared. Enemy 
knocked out the tank dozer which was trying to remove 
the road block at the under pass, with panzerfaust fire. 

During the fighting on the outskirts of Niirnberg 
Sergeant Martin Weber of Company “G" displayed 
gallantry in action while leading his squad.®® 

Meanwhile the Blue Battalion on the right cleared 
Poppenreuth, Wetzendorf, Schniegling and sent ele- 
ments into the cemetery at Muggenhof on the very edge 
of Niirnberg proper. 



FIRST BATTALION ATTACKS NORNBERG 
FROM THE NORTHWEST ON 18 APRIL 1945 

The First Battalion, in Regimental reserve, displaced 
forward from Erlangen in successive moves on the 17th 
of April and finally in the morning of the 18th was 
assembled in Wetzendorf making preparations to go 
into the attack. 

The First Battalion troops moved south from Wetz- 
endorf and at 1300 launched an attack for Niirnberg. 
The troops advanced very slowly however due to heavy 
small arms, automatic and panzerfaust fire from the right 
flank across the Regnitz River. 

Overcoming the resistance before the city the First 
Battalion troops entered Niirnberg proper and became 
heavily engaged. Several road blocks were encountered 
along with fanatical resistance from each building and 
the enemy had to be cleared from each room of each 
building, which slowed progress. First Lieutenant Aldo 
F. Dal Molin of Company “B" and First Lieutenant 
Andrew A. Marck of Company “D" gallantly led ele- 
ments of their companies in the fight and distinguished 
themselves. Staff Sergeant Robert M. O’Kane of Com- 
pany “B", who alone eliminated an enemy machine gun 
nest and Sergeant William J. Corbe of Company “A", 
who was wounded in action, were also outstanding. 
Technician Fifth Grade Charles H. Self and Private 
Ysabel Melchor, both machine gunners of Company 
“D", silenced many enemy positions with their deadly 
fire. Private James G. Shaw of Company “A" inspired 
his platoon by his gallant actions.®^ 

Tank destroyers were brought into action. About 150 
members of the city's police force fought with the enemy 
soldiers and SS troopers to defend the Nazi shrine city 
but definitely did not care to continue the action to the 



bitter end. They surrendered after the destroyers of the 
601st Tank Destroyer Battalion battered the already 
much destroyed buildings. 

The Second Battalion continued its push from Thon 
against fanatical resistance and entered Niirnberg proper 
on the 18th. Fire from small arms, automatic weapons, 
panzerfausts and “88's" was received from all sides. 

In a room to room battle in one apartment house fifty 
enemy gave up. In the vicinity of Ruckert Strasse the 
troops discovered a storeroom of enemy machine guns 
and pistols Which they blew up with demolitions. Des- 
perate measures were taken by the enemy to destroy the 
supporting armor which moved through the streets. 
Panzerfausts were fired from top-story floors and roof 
tops at the American armor, but to the sorrow of the 
enemy, as the armor would wheel and practically blow 
them into the sky with rapid fire. 

The Third Battalion on the Regiment's right also 
advanced into Niirnberg on the 18th and added its 
strength to the battle. In the bitter fighting which ensued. 
Lieutenant Colonel Duncan, the commander of the 
Second Battalion, Sergeant Roland P. Callahan and 
Private First Class Jarvis P. Williams of Company “G", 
Stafi” Sergeant Bennet O. Walker and Sergeant James K. 
Sullivan both of Company “L" displayed leadership and 
distinguished themselves.®® 

The push down Ruckert Strasse was continued by the 
Second Battalion and at 0400, 19 April, forward ele- 
ments reached the park near Wieland and Campe Routzer 
Strasses and the troops ran into a block covered by 
machine gun fire. Following rout of the enemy and 
removal of the block the troops advanced at dawn. Com- 
pany “E", in the vicinity of Fromman Strasse became 
engaged in a stiff fight with enemy who were well 
emplaced along Graben Bucher Strasse behind the stone 
walls of the old city. The walls stood from ten to fifteen 
feet high and were twenty feet thick. 

A bitter fight was fought in the sector of Nurnberg 
being attacked by the Seventh Infantry on 19 April 
1945. Fanatical SS troops battled the “Cotton Balers" 
fiercely but in the end were defeated. Staff Sergeant Albert 
L. Flinner and Private First Class Vincent J. Mancuso, 
both of Company “C", and Private Cecil E. Mosley of 
Company “F" were among those who distinguished 
themselves in the fighting of that day.®® 

During the night of 19-20 April, plans were made for 
a big artillery shoot on the old city for the next morn- 
ing. Major Hugh A. Scott, Third Division G-2, 
reminded the Regiment that the next day, the 20th. was 
Adolf Hitler’s birthday. He stated that the German 
Werewolf organization was expected to be active, with 
each member pledged to kill an American soldier. 

The night of 19-20 April was the second night of 
siege on the city. Company “E" crossed Burgsehmiet 
Strasse in the St. Johannis district and was hit on both 
flanks by machine gun and small arms fire, then was 
counter-attacked by German air corps personnel from 
the vicinity of Johannis Strasse. Two platoons of Com- 
pany “F" rushed to support of “Easy" Company. The 
enemy was beaten off. 



GO No. 299, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 15 Aug. '45. Sgt. Weber wis 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

Spelled Regnitz on some maps and Pegnitz on others. 

58 GOs No. 226, 235, 299. 326 ^ 339, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 24 B 
29 June, 15 Aug., 5 B 17 Sept. '45. Sgt. Corbe was awarded 
the 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star Medal. 1 Lt. Dal 
Molin. 1 Lt. Marck, S/Sgt. O’Kanc, T/5 Self, Pvt. Melchor B 
Pvt. Shaw were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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On the right of the Second Battalion the First Bat- 
talion troops also engaged in bitter fighting with the 
enemy, as Niirnberg reverberated with the sound of the 
weapons of war and smouldered in its ruins. The Com- 
manding Officer ordered Company “I" of the Third 
Battalion moved to the support of the First Battalion 
troops. At 0545 “Item” Company was at the Johannis 
Kirchhpf. 

In the early morning fighting of 20 April when all 
resistance outside the walls of the inner city of Niirnberg 
was cleared by the Seventh Infantry in its zone. Private 
First Class Abundio Castro and Private Stanley E. 
Spooner of Company “D”. Private First Class Theodore 
W. Haley and Private Kenneth B. Hale of Company 
‘ G” were courageous.-^® 



7th INFANTRY ENTERS THE OLD WALLED 
CITY OF NORNBERG, 20 APRIL 1945 

At 0640, 20 April, a loud speaker system was set up 
in the Seventh Infantry zone and the following message 
was transmitted in German to the enemy within the old 
city of Niirnberg: 

Your city is completely surrounded and the old city has been 
entered in several places. People in the occupied part of the city 
are being treated humanely. Your unconditional surrender will 
be accepted under the following conditions: Raise white flags 
over the buildings and open all entrances to the inner city. 
Otherwise you w’ill be destroyed. We w'ill not wait, so act 
quickly. 

United States Allied Military Commander. 

The enemy within the old city paid no heed to the 
bioadcast. An M-12 assault gun of 155mm calibre, 
which operated with 3d and 45th Infantry Divisions 
during the Battle of Niirnberg had been made available 
to the Seventh Infantry during the night. It was sent to 
the First Battalion. Lieutenant Colonel Wallace with- 
drew the First Battalion troops from the vicinity of the 
walls of the old city so the assault gun could fire direct 
at the wall and gates. Twenty rounds of the hard hitting 
big stuff were fired point-blank. But the old wall stood 
up under the terrific pounding with huge chips flying 
everywhere. But the Germans on the inside guarding 
the Johannis gate decided enough was enough. “Cotton 
Balers” made entrance to the old city through two small 
entrances on either side of the main vehicle entrance. 

Company “E” of the Second Battalion, in the most 
favorable position, rushed through, shortly after nine 
o'clock, and was followed by the Red Battalion troops. 
By noontime the “Cotton Balers” were in the famed 
Adolf Hitler Platz. Soon the 15th Infantry which cap- 
tured the large castle to the north and the 30th Infantry, 
which Regiment entered the old city from the northeast, 
were contacted and resistance came to an end. Officially 
resistance was ended in the Third Infantry Division 
sector north of Pegnitz at 1 400 on 20 April 1 945. 

Niirnberg. “the most German of all cities”, was in 
American hands. Actually the capture of the Nazi shrine 
city was a three division affair with the 3rd. 42nd and 
45th Infantry Divisions putting on the squeeze. The 
main pressure in the city was exerted by the “Rock of 
the Marne” and “Thunderbird ” Divisions, however, as 
the 42nd Infantry Division concentrated its efforts on 
the nearby, lesser city of Furth. The “Thunderbirds” 
had entered the city from the east and southeast as the 
“Cotton Balers”, “Dragons” and “Friscans”, wearing 
the blue and white patch of the “Rock of the Marne”, 
had entered from the northwest, north and northeast. 



Niirnberg was located in the district of Franconia, 
Bavaria, or southwest Germany. The river Regnitz, a 
tributary of the Main, divided the city into two parts 
called the Lorenzer Seite and Sebalder Seite after two. 
old. historic churches. Four small islands dotted the 
river within the city and before the war no less than 
fourteen bridges spanned the waters of the Regnitz 
Tourists had once flocked to the city to see the works 
of Holbein. Durer, Wohlgemuth and other masters in 




an old Carthusian monastery which housed the National 
Museum of Germany. The 500.000 people who had 
once lived in the city were occupied in toy manufacture, 
and fancy ivory and woodwork. 

Because of the unimpaired medieval aspect of the 
city and because Hitler admired Wagner who had com- 
posed many of his musical works there. Nurnberg was 
selected to be the shrine of the Nazi Party. In many 
respects it became the capital of the Third Reich even 
more than Berlin, Miinchen or Berchtesgaden. It became 
a distribution center for Nazi laws and propaganda. 
The numerous Nazi organizations met there. It was 
turned into a center for war. It was to a Nazi congress 
once meeting there that Hitler once said “Germany never 
will be conquered — either from without or within”. 

On 20 April 1945 American “doughboys” of the 
“Queen of Battles” saw nothing but destruction in 
Nurnberg which was a complete ruin, and smouldered 
from fires. The culture was gone. 

GOs No. 198, 208, 212, 226, 249. 256, 289. 299, 306, 326 
e 370, HQr3d Inf. Div.. 7. 12, 16 « 24 June, 10 » 15 July. 
5. 15 « 20 Aug.. 5 Sept. W 4 Oct. '45. Lt. Col. Duncan « 
Pfe Williams were each awarded the 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the 
Silver Star Medal. S/Sgts. Flinner Walker, Sgts. Callahan 
Sullivan, Pfes Castro. Haley B Mancuso. Pvts. Hale. Mosley ^ 
Spooner were each awarded the Silver Star Medal. 
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*lRON MIKE^' MAKES A SPEECH OF HIS 
OWN ON DER FUEHRER'S BIRTHDAY 
IN ADOLF HITLER PLATZ 

While the three rifle regiments and their attachments 
had been fighting for Niimberg members of the Com- 
manding General’s Headquarters had made preparations 
for a flag raising ceremony to be held in the city as soon 
as possible after the fighting was over. The Third Divis- 
ion Band was brought up from the rear echelon and held 
ready. It was Hitler's birthday and as there had always 
been a ceremony in the city on that day. each year, “Iron 
Mike" did not believe that the precedent should be 
broken. His plans were for a ceremony of far greater 
significance however. “Old Glory”, the American “Stars 
and Stripes”, were to be unfurled over the city. 

The ceremony was originally slated for 1700 hours 
at the Castle which had been taken by the 15 th Infantry, 
but when engineers went there to erect a flagpole they 
found the place unsuitable for the ceremony. Very little 
of the Castle was left. The scene of the ceremony was 
then shifted to the Adolf Hitler Platz which the gallant 
“Cotton Balers” had been first to reach that day. “Lady 
Luck” smiled on the Seventh Infantry once more when 
it was necessary to change the site for the ceremony. 

Due to the situation existing, the destruction every- 
where and the limited time of making the arrangements 
only three rifle platoons, one each from the three rifle 
regiments took part in the ceremony. The Third Divis- 
ion staflf faced west and was flanked by four tanks and 
four tank destroyers. The rifle platoons faced east toward 
the Commanding General and his staff. In each corner 
of the platz a flakwagon was stationed. Colonel Heintges 
and a “Fox” Company Platoon were the representatives 
from the “Cotton Baler” Regiment. 

At 1830 hours, where many a flaming torch had once 
burned in Adolf Hitler Platz in Der Fuehrer’s honor, the 
important ceremony, which only a few were privileged 
to witness, was held. Collie Small, representing the Sat- 
urday Evening Post, was one of those few. His descrip- 
tion, though a little colored, is quoted as follows: 

The machine guns across the river chattered impatiently as 
the ’doughs” from the other Infantry division worked their 
way along the rubble-strewn lanes twisting through the moun- 
tainous ruins of the old city. Progress had been slower over 
there, but in the half of the town that lay north of the river, 
the two regiments had met in the medieval square renamed 
Adolf Hitler Platz. The two-star general stood with his feet 
wide apart and scowled as he surveyed the debris he had con- 
quered. 

In front of the smoking cathedral, the two weary platoons 
stood at present arms while the general’s eyes traveled down the 
line of smudged faces. The tanks facing each other from oppo- 
site sides of the square pointed their big guns out toward the 
sky like an arch of sabers at a military wedding. The general 
leaned forward, his hands clasped behind his back. 

He rocked back and forth for a moment, then barked the 
first word, "Casablanca.” The word crashed out of his mouth. 
"Palermo.” The sinking sun caught the barrels of the men's 
rifles. "Anzio”. The American flag remembered and stirred with 
the breeze. "Rome”. The first sergeant with the two-day growth 
of beard thought about Rorne and smiled. "The Vosges.” The 
machine guns across the river spluttered again. "Nuremberg.” 
The general paused and waved his hand at the ruins. Then he 
said it again, slowly, savoring each syllable, "Nuremberg.” 

He said something else — ^something about objectives taken 
and history written and gallant men and supreme sacrifices. The 
groundling Air Force major, who had come to Germany the 
easy way to assess bomb damage, and had never been shot at. 
shruggecl his shoulders and said, "This is like something out 
of a bad movie.” Everyone pretended not to hfar him. The 
general finished speaking and the band swung into "Dogface 
Soldier”, the rollicking division song that starts. "I wouldn’t 
give a bean to be a fancy-pants Marine.” Then the tanks 
coughed and the song was quickly lost in the roar of the 
big engines. The general saluted, briskly crossed the dusty 



square, climbed into his jeep with the red leather seats and drove 
away. One by one, the tired doughs drifted out of Adolf Hitler 
Platz, up the hill and out through the sweet-smelling court- 
yard where the apple trees were in bloom and the four dead 
Germans lay turning to ivory,®® 

On 21 April the Third Infantry Division relieved 
elements of the 45th Infantry Division in the southern 
half of the city and was responsible for all of Niimberg. 
The Seventh Infantry was assigned the entire western 
half of the city, both north and south of the Pegnitz. 
That day a second military ceremony was held in the 
Adolf Hitler Platz with the Commanding General of the 
XV Corps being present. A small contingent of the 
Third Battalion represented the Seventh Infantry. 

Through the medium of the Third Division’s mimeo- 
graphed “Daily News” sheet on 21 April. “Iron Mike” 
congratulated his troops for a job well done. His com- 
munique of that date to his fighting “Marnemen” is 
reprinted as follows: 

OBJECTIVE TAKEN 
MEN OF THE THIRD DIVISION: 

Again you have taken all objectives. This time culminating 
in the capture of our section of this historic city and Nazi 
stronghold. This capture is symbolic of the downfall of Hitler 
and the Nazi Party. 

You have fought well. We honor those of the Division who 
made the supreme sacrifice in our fight. 

Now our job is to police the entire city of Nurnberg. We 
must make our might felt in our daily job of being firm and 
dignified in our relationships with the local German populace. 

We arc conquerors. We also represent a great nation. Let us 
conduct ourselves in such a manner as to show these people that 
we arc great. 

Fraternizing is prohibited. 

Pay attention to your job. 

Keep alert. 

Be as neat and clean as you can be under the circumstances. 

Salute promptly and smartly. 

In other words, you are the Third Division. That should 
be enough. My congratulations on a big job well done. 

JOHN W. O'DANIEL. 

Major General. U. S. Army 

Commanding. 

THE AMERICAN 7th ARMY COMMANDER 
REVIEWS 3rd INFANTRY DIVISION TROOPS 
IN NORNBERG STADIUM ON 22 APRIL 1945 

On Sunday afternoon, 22 April 1945, Lieutenant 
General Alexander M. Patch, the great leader of the 
American 7th Army, in an impressive ceremony held in 
the famous Zeppelin Stadium of Nurnberg reviewed 
troops of his fighting Third Infantry Division and pre- 
sented awards to various members for extraordinary 
heroism and gallantry in action. Five members of the 
division, all from the 15th and 30th Infantry Regi- 
ments, received the nation’s highest valor award, the 
Congressional Medal of Honor.®' It was the first time in 
American military history that five members of one 
division had received the award at one ceremony. 

Many additional awards were presented by Lieuten- 
ant General Patch. Colonel Heintges received the Legion 
of Merit Award and an Oak Leaf Cluster to his Bronze 
Star Medal. Technical Sergeant Bert A. Rodman of 
Company “D” received an Oak Leaf Cluster to his Silver 



Small: "The Third: Tops in Honors”, Saturday Evening Post. 
11 Aug. 1945. p. 28. 

Recipients were Lt. Col. Ware. 1 Lt. Tominac of the 15th 
Infantry and T/Sgt. Dunham, S/Sgt. Adams ^ Pfe Ross of 
the 30th Infantry. 
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Star Medal and Private First Class John E. Mahony. Jr., 
of Company “C" received a Silver Star Medal. 

Lieutenant General Patch made the presentations from 
the rostrum where Adolf Hitler once delivered his famous 
harangues. On the vast greensward stood a battalion 
from each of the three rifle regiments. They were com- 
manded by Brigadier General Robert N. Young, Assist- 
ant Third Division Commander. The Second Battalion 
under Lieutenant Colonel Duncan represented the Sev- 
enth Infantry. 

Behind Lieutenant General Patch stood the massive 
bronze twenty-foot Nazi swastika. Shortly before the 
ceremony it had been covered by a large American flag, 
and when the ceremony was over it was destroyed by a 
200 pound TNT charge. 

There were six huge bomb craters dotting the field, 
and a number of smaller shell holes pockmarked the 
green and concrete runways between the field and main 
stands. Part of the 200 flagpoles facing the main stands 



were still standing, others had been lowered, but each 
was still topped with wreathed swastikas. 

In his remarks the 7th Army Commander declared; 
"It is fitting that the Third Division should be stand- 
ing in this stadium, birthplace of Nazism. The Third 
has played a momentous role in bursting the superman 
theory, expounded by the evil rascals of Nazism." 

The Seventh Infantry continued to occupy the western 
half of Niirnberg until 23 April. Continuous patrols 
were conducted between the anits, and the troops rested. 
Little trouble was experienced in the beaten city. How- 
ever at 2030 on the 21st the First Battalion reported 
that one of its patrols had been fired on by snipers. The 
patrol then flushed out four SS troops who were caught 
and questioned. The Germans then attempted an escape. 
While running they were fired upon by the patrol and 
all four killed. At noontime on the 22nd the First Bat- 
talion reported an SS captain had been captured that 
morning and also killed when he attempted to escape. 



CHAPTER V 



The Battle of Augsburg 



In the morning of 23 April Companies "E" and "F" 
and a part of Company "H" were transported by the 
10th Field Artillery Battalion to the vicinity of Rothen- 
burg and then moved to Zobingen. 

At 1300 the 319th Infantry of the 80th Infantry 
Division commenced relief of the Seventh Infantry of 
occupational duties in Niirnberg. The relief was com- 
pleted in three hours time and command of the sector 
passed to the new unit. 



7th INFANTRY MAKES LONG MOTOR 
MARCH 24-25 APRIL 1945 

At 0700, 24 April, the Seventh Infantry commenced 
its longest motor march of the campaign. About 160 
miles were covered as the 7th Regimental Combat Team 
crossed the Blue Danube at Dillingen and assembled in 
the vicinity of Fristingen and Kicklingen during the 
night and next morning. Because of the numerous de- 
stroyed bridges the Regiment had been forced to make 
great detours. 

On 25 April the headquarters of General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower announced the disintegration of the German 
Army. The six American armies, two British, one Can- 
adian, and one French were smashing all resistance before 
them. On the 19th the 3rd American Army had entered 
Czechoslovakia and thus split Germany in two. The 
9th American Army had captured Magdeburg, Elbe 
River citadel, while the First American Army was in 
Leipzig, also on that day. Niimberg. as already told, 
had been completely taken on the 20th by the American 
7th Army forces. The whereabouts of the American 
15th Army was not announced. As the Russians en- 
circled Berlin and a link-up with American forces was 
imminent, British forces pushed into Bremen, Germany’s 
second largest seaport. In the south Stuttgart had also 



been cleared as the Allied forces drove farther south. In 
Italy the American 5th and British 8th were advancing. 
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SEVEN ALLIED ARMIES RACE FOR THE 
NATIONAL REDOUBT AND 
BERCHTESGADEN 

Following its entry into Czechoslovakia, Lieutenant 
General Patton’s American 3rd Army wheeled south and 
headed for Munchen. After the fall of Niirnberg, Lieu- 
tenant General Patch's 7th American Army drove south 
for the Danube and the objectives south of it. On the 
right flank the First French Army under General d'Armee 
de Lattre de Tassigny had reached the Swiss border at 
Lake Constance and was driving east for Berchtesgaden. 
On the far Southern Front the American 5th Army com- 
manded by Lieutenant General Lucian K. Truscott, Jr., 
and the British 8th Army were across the Po River and 
driving north. From the east the 2nd and 3rd Ukrainian 
Armies of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics were 
driving across Austria for the Redoubt and Berchtes- 
gaden. 

A race was developing between the seven armies to 
see which would penetrate the Redoubt first and capture 
Berchtesgaden, the prize of all military objectives at that 
time. Each day newspapers carried articles pertaining to 
Berchtesgaden and the Redoubt. It had always been a 
subject for news writers but more than ever was the 
place in the public eye. The following were two articles 
that appeared in papers concerning the Bavarian Moun- 
tain retreat: 

BERCHTESGADEN “TEST TUBE" IS NEARLY 
FINISHED 

LONDON. April 1 5 — (UP)— Adolf Hitler has almost 
completed his “laboratory test tube" in which he hopes the 
germ of national socialism can be preserved after the end of rhe 
war. emerging in the future as strong as ever to conquer the 
world. 

This test tube is the Fortress of Berchtesgaden. possibly more 
important politically than militarily, which is described in a 
number of sober analytical articles in Swiss newspapers reaching 
London. 

Hitler, it is stated, admits that the Allied armies will meet 
soon west of Berlin and has almost completed construction of 
his mountain stronghold, with Obersalzbcrg as its center. 

FOR FANATICAL FIGHT 

It will be used, the articles assert in the immediate future as a 
fortress for a fanatical fight. Hitler cannot imagine a democratic 
world and refuses to believe that an Allied victory will produce 
anything but quarrels among powers josiing for supremacy. 

He believes that after a short period in which Allied military 
might keeps antagonistic forces under control there will follow 
a “state of tremendous chaos, a wild witches' cauldron of un- 
restrained appetite for power, of disappointed hopes for the 
masses, of social unrest and cruel civil wars." the Swiss articles 
said. 

In this fertile breeding ground of war. Hitler believes the 
forces of Nazism can revive and finally succeed in dominating 
the world. Until this can be accomplished they will be able to 
remain alive in the Bavarian Fortress. 

IMPASSABLE MOUNTAINS 

Virtually impassable mountains have been turned into a 
system of pillboxes and anti-aircraft positions connected with 
caverns and salt mine shafts which have been enlarged to supply 
depots, the articles said. The Nazis also have built themselves 
comfortable quarters. • 

Refugees from Northern Germany have been denied entrance 
to the Region in order to keep the installations, allegedly in- 
cluded, completely integrated aircraft factories, synthetic oil 
plants. Material and food already have been colletced. 

To make the position of the Allies even worse when orga- 
nized resistance in Germany finally crumbles, the articles said. 
Hitler has ordered retreating SS troops to scorch the earth of 
the Fatherland, thus hastening the creation of the chaos. 

RAF BLASTS HITLER’S DEN 

LONDON, April 25 — (AP) — Adolf Hitler's mountain 
chalet at Berchtesgaden, SS barracks on the grounds, and his 
mountain refuge on top of the Kehlstein. five miles from the 



chalet, were attacked between 9 and 10 a. m. today by 12.000 
pound bombs unloaded by separate forces of RAF Lancasters. 

TIRPITZ-TYPE BOMBS 

The Lancasters attacking Hitler's hideout unloaded six-ton 
bombs of the type which sank the battleship Tirpitz. The 
bombs, which were supplemented by other heavy explosives, 
were timed to bore deep into the earth before detonating. Two 
Lancasters are missing. 

There was no official suggestion that the attacks were planned 
to catch Hitler in his hideaway, but it was pointed out un- 
officially that there was always that possibility. The United 
Press quoted an aerial gunner as saying he saw a six-ton bomb 
make a terrific flash on Hitler's chalet.*^ 

(German broadcasts have reported that Hitler was in Berlin, 
directing the encircled capital's defense.) 

While Hitler's mountain retreat was being assaulted, more 
than one thousand American warplanes blasted targets within 
twenty-five miles of Berchtesgaden. 

Following the capture of Nurnberg when the Third 
Infantry Division was detached from the XV Corps and 
placed in 7th Army reserve to garrison the city of Nurn- 
berg. other divisions of the 7th Army continued the 
drive south. The 12th Armored Division led the way 
and was followed by the 4th Infantry Division and 
others. The enemy withdrew to the south of the Danube 
and blew all bridges over the river but one, which was 
seized intact at Dillingen by the 1 2th Armored, or “Hell- 
cat”, Division, before the enemy could destroy it. 

The Danube at Dillingen is about 200 feet wide. The 
bridge is a concrete two-way structure 250 yards long, 
including the approaches. No one had expected the bridge 
or any other bridge over the Danube to be taken intact. 
The capture of the bridge made possible an earlier attack 
on the Redoubt and no doubt saved the “Cotton Balers" 
another river crossing. 

As the 12th Armored Infantry protected the bridge- 
head and the 4th and 63rd Infantry Divisions continued 
to advance toward the Danube, Lieutenant General Patch 
called the “Rock of the Marne" Division out of reserve 
and placed it in the XXI Corps, which was to attack 
next to the XV Corps for Augsburg and Munchen with 
all possible speed. Thus the reason for the short stay in 
Nurnberg after its capture and the long motor march by 
the Seventh Infantry on 24-25 April. 

In the rapid race that was developing the Seventh 
Infantry of the Third Infantry Division was to once 
more distinguish itself by being first into Augsburg, first 
into Munchen, first into Salzburg, Austria, and to cap- 
ture Berchtesgaden all by itself in a “military steal" that 
will go down in history as one of the greatest thefts of 
all time. 

When one considers the large number of units oper- 
ating against the Redoubt in late April of 1945 he 
must realize that the accomplishments of the Seventh 
Infantry were outstanding. In his 7th Army alone Lieu- 
tenant General Patch had more than nine divisions. 
The 3rd, 4th. 42nd, 45th, 63rd, 100th and I03rd 
Infantry Divisions, the 10th and 12th Armored Infantry 
Divisions and the 101st and 106th Cavalry Groups, 
were those known to be among his forces on the 26th. 
The other armies consisted of many divisions. Each 
division was made up of three rifle regiments besides 
numerous other units. Of all those separate units, “Lady 
Luck" was to smile on the Seventh Infantry or “Cotton 
Baler" Regiment once more. 

“The Stars and Stripes '. 1 6 April 1945. 

^ The gunner was mistaken. The 7th Infantry discovered on 4 
May '45 when it captured Berchtesgaden that the hideaway was 
never hit by a bomb though many had struck nearby. 

“Stars and Stripes", 26 April '45. 
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sions ^x\*a be prepared to dispatch one or two flakwa^on.s 
re support road block!? to be established by Anti-Tank 
Company The Platoon of the Recojlnai^saiice Cotupany, 
60 let Tank besUoyer BattitUon. attached Co the RegT 
ment. was ordered to push vigorous thotorized patrols 
tc the left flank of Objectives (AA)^ lEB), (CC), 
(Dp'j . ( EE ) . (FF) . (GG) and i HH ) on order qf 
tire Commanding Offleer Companies " A" of the 
Tank Batlalion and 60lsi. Tank Destroyer Ban alidn 
were to s«ttd the normal detaciiments to the rifle bat- 
talions. 

Sperial instTuctions of tf#e Commandmg Offiter to the 
as»auU; baualipns were t bar the: com 'Would co- 
ordinat^ within their zones the advances of their elements 
so as to permit a two-eonapaay isw iin any ob jeciive. 

Each battalion was to coordi c its aitaci: so as to: 
siipporri if necessary/ ihv attack of the flank barralion 
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y5?on vi?ur€ i:)f an obicctiver sixOBg patrols were to be 
pmsi3<:fj immediate} V to liie objective. The Fitst 
fe^rtahots was directed to rnaincam physical contact with 
etexnenis of the 1 5th InfaiUJrv o« il>e right at comact 
R 5 R-6. R*9, R-13 and R- J7. Company 
iOth Engineet Battalion, h as dieecied to attach one pU- 
roi:»n vach rb the aseanir batfations prepared for the 
tern oval of road blocks, demolitions and mmes. Assault 
boats to be used in crossing the Lech River and Wertach 
Canal were to be held with the re m.'imdet of the company 
in readinrss. 




New attadimcnts which joined the Regiment late in 
the day, 25 April, were Companies "A*’ and “B'*. 
Engineer Battahon. Second PJatoon of Company ‘'C'", 
35 lid ScArchfjgbt Batjalioit and one pUrodn of Com- 
pany 'B', 99th Chcmkal Mortar Battalion. 

THE BATTLE OF AUCSBURG. 

:23-27 APRIL 1945 ■••■ ■■/ 

At 1800 on 25 Aprd the the jsa^aalr bat- 

tahons siar ted moving to ihe forward a&wtnbly .areas 
near Wertincen and Rcifihhol H-Hour was established 
a^.; 2100 . 

Due. to thr ?ardmes.vo chesupponiiig tanks the jump** 
of? W4S di'laycd.. The Ri^d Battalion under Major Des- 
tpskr went into the arrack at 2120 while the Blue. Bat- 
taliOD commanded by Gaputin Korean jumi?ed at 
| f 30 in the night' 

InifiaHy ibe First "Batfahor^ Tnci\ no At 

2350 if was reported that Got imarmKbbferr. Objec live 
" A*’- was cleared and that ‘ Baker* Company w.umoy- 
ing .(6 the nPHh on Ft aunsfet tin. Objective * B' / whi 
'Charlie"’ Company was moving on 0]wnsb5c:fe. 



Co gle 



tm “D" At 0300, 26 April. “Baker’ ' Company corn- 
manded by First Licoienanr Aldo F Dal Molio, was .in 
control of Frauenswnin with ten prisoncif in hand, T]^ 
company kept moving during the night and at 0705 in 
the morning was on HohenTyich^n^ O^ with 

^fty Germame held afi prtsooer^ white ‘ Charlie’* Com- 
pany led by Captain Victor M. Morris was in BHens- 
bach. At 084.5 Company *'0* had reached Ptcaclsbof en< 
Objective T*, Company ’ B'* conrinued on and at 0940 
had deared BoswUried, Objective then reported 
Hirschbadr. Objective *‘H'\ cleared at 1009 

ANZIO VETERANS ARE UBERATED 

For the Blue Battalion. Companies ‘T" and “K*' were 
rbr assault companies, Imtially they met no resistance 
and at 2320 that night 'King * Company, commanded 
by First Lieutenant flerman Ramer reported Ob Tbur- 
heim, Objective i. all cteai, then at 2340 Unt Tbor- 
helm. Objective 2. free of eiiemy, At Ont Thurhelfn. 
after a short fire fight, about 1 50 Germans were captured, 
and 52 American prisoncfs of war were liberated. They 
had been captured by ihecnemy way back in Italy on the 
Anzto Bcadtbcad and had once belonged to the 3rd. 
34th and 45tb Infantry Divisions There was mtich 
rejoicing on their part \vhen freedom came at last. In 
telling of k Private Frank Parco, one of the freed men. 
said: ' When I saw chose guys out of the window, jmy 
knees started to knock and 1 didn't know whether tc 
jump or fly. Everybody was out in the street hugging 
and slapping each other, and I even the first Tn fan- 

ny man I sa\v, because I had been 5 wea;rm fhe fast 
fourfevn months that I would do 

At 0055 “lt€in‘* Company by First 

Lieuteoaot EU Levy, vcaij In then at 0235 

was in Buttenwiesen wbxk '’King' Company had 
advanced co Vord Ried. Objective 4, At 0600 “King** 
Company was reported In strength on Objective 6 * Hint 
Ricd, and was sending a patrol to Wortelstel tin. The 
company cleared Wortelsiectin by 0800 and moved for 
Ncaweiler, Objective 9, By 1055 Company **!**, had 
advanced through the patch of woods and cleared Lao- 
terbach, 

Meanwhile Ifie platoon c»f the Reconnaissance Com^ 
pan y, 601^1 Tao-k pe*froyet Battalion, performed its 
missiem of scre^^ dank of the Regimenc. At 

2040 that night the plat>x>n f frpaned itself on Objective 
{PPI, Reningem receiving smalt arms, panzeffau&t and 
mofVar ftre Five prisoners of war had been sei 2 ^d. The 
pfsuipn remained on Objective (Dp) unril daylight 
when it contitiued the advance At 1 110 it was reported 
through Objective (FFK 

The Regimental Battle Patrol misrion 

ot maintaining contaei with the reconnaissance platoon 
and patrolling between the assault batialions. The Sec- 
ond Battalion which w^as held in mobile reserve moved 
from Kicklingcn to Werttngen at 0100 and bivouacked 
for the remainder of the flight. 

RED AND BLUE BATTALIONS CONTINUE 
THE ADVANCE 

Resistance increased somewhat but progress continued 
to be made bn 26 April Major Desrosier committed 
j'AbJe” Company which at 1 325 was on Ob’jem\*E *‘J’\ 
Rieblingep- and received .sm a] F arms fitc from woods 
i.OOO yands to the south. Successfal attackfi by units of ' 
Comp;my. "A* led by Sergeants James D, GrOwe and 
Melvia F; N^ssbaum eliminated enemy stfongpoin 
By 1 430 CiOmp^ny ‘B * and Fcrtingen. Ob:ectiv^ *’L‘F 
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in hand. Company ‘'C*‘ captured LangenreieiKn at 1535 The First Platoon of rhe Third Reconnaissance T roop 
and was cm Markr, nieeting no opposition at 1900V became at tadied to the Regimeot duemg the morning of 
Company ’A ' d/ovc due east, crossed the Schmtitm 27 April and with a section of the Seventh Infantry 
River and at 2110 reported itsdf on Objective "R'V the Battle Patrol reinforced the platoon of the Reconnais- 
town of EfUngen. Enemy who had been chased om of sance Company, 60 1st Tank Destroyer Battalion, in the 
the town diraoed atiinery fife cm the *Able“ Company vicinity of Heissesheim. Those elements in conjanction 
troops there, During the . advance Private First Class with Company ‘T' overcame the lesisiance, in and 
How'ard L, Stevens of Company ’D^. white on forward around Mertingen, 
reconnaksance. was wounded in action but. secured valu- 
able information which enabled .Company ‘C** to over- 
come an obstacle 

Tor ihe Thitd Battalion, Company T' cleared 
Objectives 14 , 1 3 and J 2 ; or the towns of Alltnanshofcn, 

Druis^im and Meftirtg.en., I3,0mm guns on sta- 

cionary mounts, which bad given the troops trouble, 
went raptured at Drciislx?im; ’ seized 

Objectives 1 1 and 10, the little towns of lllmad. Maiers- 
hdf and Grcggerhol. " under the leader- 



SECOND BATTALION IS COMMITTED AND 
LEADS THE THIRD DIVISION 
INTO AUGSBURG 

Tl5e Second Batialion which had remained in Regi- 
mental reserve at thr beginning of the opetaiion ^outh of 
the Danube, seized Herbertshofen the morning of 27 
April and at 0900 jsepi /Tox'' Company in tl?e attack 
for Langweid Objective U. The remainder of the bat- 
Ulion followed in support 

Company "F” encountered enemy artiliery fire and 
the lead placc>on became dispersed Second Lieu tenant 
William E. Marlar reorganked his scattered platoon and 
moved n forward thcough sniper &re into Langweid 
He directed hk men in an attack which wounded two 
Germans, captured ten and drove the Test put of town. 
Later while engaged in. reconnaissance, he observed 
twelve “ 88 '$*' in position 500 yards away. Dispatching 
a runnct co guide Up triendly armor, be deployed hk 
men to cut off the enemy per^nneL, Several minutes 



2 Lt. Ralph E- L«u:£6. Co, 
wa& kitUd m aettan oa 26 
1945. 



ship of First Lieutenant Sherman W. Pratt raptured 
Objective^ 16 , 17 and 15 , the towns of EbingerhOrtl.- 
fingeo and Holzen, When the troops bad neared HoUen 
the enemy blew the bridge over the Schm utter River. A 
tocai oi 111 Germans were captured by the Blue Bat- 
talion forces up to noon dme on the 26 th. ‘King" Com - 
pany seized a brid^gc intact over the vSrhntiUtyc near Alh 
mansfaofen : Nordendorf 



of Objective 19 , was partially 
occupied by a platoon of Company 'T'* at 1735 . 



THIRD DIVISION CHANGES SCHEME OF 
MANEUVER AND BOUNDARIES 

On 26 April tlie I bird Division Headquartvr.s opened 
in Wertiflgen at 1950 issued n<w in> 

stfuctioniT'* which changed tbr Third Division scheme 
of maneuver and bdundaries so that the weight of the 
division attack would be thrown to the west of the Lech 
River and Werk Canal in the ditectioTi of Augsburg, 
The boundary between the attacking regiments was 
mavi-d 1 arthec to (he wc.st so thai; Augsburg was directly 
before the Seventh Infantry zone of atuckv The 30 th 
Infantry w* 4 s ordered (o come out of division reserve 
and be prepared to exploit the crossings over the Lech 
River and Werk Canal seized by the Seventh Infatury 
and to assume a mission east of those waterways^ 

As a result of the new cnstnifdoDS Colonel Heintges 
drew pew objectives on bis situation map and prepared 
to throw the Second Baualion into the fray The ttoc^p 5 
continued their efforts during the night of 26:27 April 
’Love * Company cleared the towns of Wcscknidtiff. £ 11 - 
gau, Ostendotf and. Waltersbofcn Seventeen ptisonm 
of war Wer« seized ^frer a brief 6 r« 6 gbr as machine gun 
and flakwago.n fire were tin;dvctl fmm **a$i of the Werk 
Cana). In rhe morning, five officers and 45 

enlisted men Were captured near EUg 4 u\ 



67 GOs No, 26: . 3 U t? 32T HQ. 3ii fat. Div . 1,3 Julr. AW- 

H ^ S^t. T5, %r^'. H ’J^iwi.sbadm .6? PVc 5t-li-feni M:b 

aw'^^rvied th? Silw .Sr^t 

68 Operations HQ 5d fnf: Div. Wettingvn. 
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men to cut off the enemy personnel. Several minutes 
after tanks arrived and opened fire, the Germans 
attempted to flee but the skillfully set trap forced ten of 
the enemy to surrender.®® By 1130 Company “F” com- 
manded by First Lieutenant Willis B. Conklin had con- 
trol of the town. Small arms and mortar fire were 
received from the woods to the north and east. 

Acting on information obtained from an enemy sol- 
dier that he captured, Staff Sergeant Orie H. Tilseth, of 
Company ‘‘F’', organized a six-man patrol to raid a 
German concentration camp. After routing eight Ger- 
mans, he led his men to within 50 yards of the camp. 
Then, skillfully deploying his men, he surprised ap- 
proximately 30 enemy guards and took them prisoners. 
As a result of Staff Sergeant Tilseth's leadership an esti- 
mated 200 political prisoners were released.^® 

“George” Company commanded by Second Lieuten- 
ant John Ananich moved to the right of “Fox” and 
together the companies attacked south at 1415. Objec- 
tives 1 and 2 were cleared by 1510 as the “Cotton 
Balers” of “Fox” Company overran ten 105mm anti- 
aircraft guns by direct assault. Forty-five minutes later 
Stettenhofen, the Bahnhof-Gablingail and Objective 5 
were cleared by Company “F”. Company “G” drove on 
and by 1645 had cleared Objective 6. Resistance con- 
sisted mostly of sniper fire, booby traps and some light 
shelling from across the Lech River. Short sharp fire 
fights were held in the various towns. 

The First Battalion moved through the right of the 
Regimental zone. At 2250, 27 April, “Able” Company 
had taken Hirblingen, Objective 12. and was fighting 
for Tafertingen, Objective 1 3, which was captured how- 
ever at 2330. By 0145 Company “A” had driven on 
and cleared a patch of woods designated as Objective 1 4, 
as well as Neusass, Objective 15. The Red troops were 
close to Augsburg but they were too late, the White Bat- 
talion troops of Lieutenant Colonel Duncan were already 
in the city. In a telephonic conversation with the Com- 
manding Officer at 0020, 28 April, Lieutenant Colonel 
Duncan reported one of his companies was clearing up 
Oberhausen, Objective 19, but another company had 
driven on and passed the city limits into Augsburg. 
Before the conversation was completed the line went out. 
But in ten minutes the line was in again and Lieutenant 
Colonel Duncan reported that all his fighting units were 
below the 82 grid line, or northing, and many prisoners, 
who had not wished to fight, were being held. Patrols 
were then going through Augsburg to determine the 
situation and to contact the Burgomeister or military 
commander. Company “G”, he reported, was engaged 
in a fire fight along the railroad tracks below Oberhausen. 
At 0038 Colonel Heintges reported to the Commanding 
General: “We have elements of two companies in the 
big town in a block of apartment houses.” 

The German troops and civilians in Augsburg did not 
desire to put up a fight and wished to surrender as soon 
as possible. Lieutenant Colonel Duncan contacted the 
Burgomeister who expressed willingness to surrender the 
city and further stated the commanding general of the 
German military forces also wished to surrender. The 
German military commander was not to be found in 
the hours of darkness and very early morning. As it 
turned out he was in the southwestern portion of the 
city and surrendered eventually to 15th Infantry forces 
who advanced from the west and entered Augsburg from 
“the back door”, so to speak, some time after the Seventh 
Infantry had passed through the “front entrance”. But 
as there was no fighting in the city, and white flags of 
surrender flew from every window it did not matter. 
Whenever German troops were met they surrendered 
without further ado. 



The Seventh Infantry once more established a first by 
leading the Third Division into Augsburg. The where- 
abouts of the leading 15th Infantry elements at the time 
the lead troops of the Seventh Infantry entered Augsburg 
may be determined from study of the official 1 5 th 
Infantry reports as published in the Third Division 
reports of operations.^' 

During the operation of 25-28 April 1945 when the 
Seventh Infantry pushed into Augsburg, only a small 
unknown number of enemy were killed but 827 German 
soldiers including 28 officers were taken prisoners. Ten 
105mm anti-aircraft and three 150mm guns were cap- 
tured as well as the chemical factory at StauWeiher. This 
was accomplished at a cost of four killed in action and 
one so seriously wounded that he died of his wounds a 
few days later. Battle casualty reports show that only 
13 were wounded in the action. Those who made the 
supreme sacrifice were Second Lieutenant Ralph E. Leuze 
and I'echnical Sergeant Walter M. Clarke of Company 
“A”, Private Robert Haeni of First Battalion Headquar- 
ters. Private Peter Nuttale of Company “K” and Private 
First Class Harry E. Frank. Jr., of Company “E”. 



69 GO No. 326. HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 5 Sept. '45. 2 Lt. Marlar was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

70 GO No. 187, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 30 May '45. S/Sgt. Tilseth was 
awarded the 1st Oak Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star Medal. 

71 At 0135 on 28 April a telephone call was received at the Seventh 
Infantry War Room from the 15th Infantry Command Post 
(7th Infantry Journal Notes, 28 April ’45). At that time 
Seventh Infantry elements were in the northern section of Augs- 
burg. The 15th Infantry desired to know if the Seventh Infantry 
had troops at 308805, the coordinate location of Kriegshaber. 
The “Dragon” Regiment desired to direct an artillery shoot on 
the town. At tha^ time, then, the 15th Infantry troops were 
2000 yards, more or less, from Augsburg. 

The 15th Infantry elements did not enter Augsburg until at 
least six hours after troops of the 7th Infantry's Second Battalion, 
but when they did enter they found the German miliury com- 
mander who surrendered to them. The approximate time of the 
15th Infantry entry is established by the official report of the 
15th Infantry itself and is quoted as follows: “At the beginning 
of the period the First Battalion was in Regimental reserve, and 
on the afternoon of 27 April was committed on the right flank. 

Aystettin (Y248828) was cleared bv 1645. Company '“C” at- 
tacked Hainhofer (Y266808)and then Schlipsheim (Y258699) . 
Deuringen (Y285785) was cleared and Company “A” moved 
to Leitershofen (Y298770) where they encountered resistance 
from flak and artillery fire and small arms. This resistance was 
overcome by 054 5B and the advance continued to the Wertacb 
River. After taking Goggingen (Y325 765), the First Battalion 
entered and began clearing Augsburg. Co. *‘E”. 2nd Bn. over- 
came resistance from artillery, self-propelled and small arms at 
Gablingen (Y283888) at 1700B and Co. G cleared Achsheim. 
The Bn assembled and moved to Steppach (Y290800) at 
0700B. and followed the route of the 3rd Bn into Augsburg. 
At close of the period the Bn crossed the bridge at (Y371779) 
and was attacking toward Friedberg (Y403780). The 3d Bn 
continued the advance to the southeast clearing the towns of 
Edenbergen, Batzenhofen. Westheim and Stadtbergen by 280500. 
A task force from the 3d Bn passed through elements of the 
7th Infantry at Kriegshaber and entered Augsburg securing 
bridges at Y327788 and Y336783 at 280625B”. (G-3 Report 
No. 118, HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. 28 April *45). 

From the above quoted report of the 15th Infantry it will be 
noted that its first elements to enter Augsburg were its 1st Bn 
and a task force from its 3d Bn. Its 1st Bn did not overcome 
its resistance in Leitershofen, a town 2000 yards southwest of 
the nearest city limit, until 0545 the morning of 28 April. 
Therefore by the fairest estimate possible it could not have 
entered the city until sometime after 0600. The 15rh Infantry 
task force entered the city at about 0600 on 28 April, or a 
little after, as. according to the report, it was at 0625 it secured 
bridges over the Wertach within the western limits of the city. 
The 7th Infantry elements passed through in Kriegshaber were 
elements of the 1st Bn which were not the most forward ele- 
ments of even that battalion. The 15th Infantry 2n Bn was 
still in Steppach at 0700 on 28 April. 
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CHAPTER VI 



The Race Into Munchen 

29-30 APRIL 1945 

The Third Infantry Division wasted no time in Augs- Besides the Third Battalion troops and a section of 



burg. Instructions were issued during the day of 28 April 
for the 1 5th Infantry to relieve the Seventh in the city of 
Augsburg and assume garrison duties while in reserve. 
The 30th Infantry which had come up behind the 
Seventh Infantry to Gersthofen and during the early 
hours of darkness of 28 April had crossed the Lech River 
under some artillery fire, then proceeded south to seize 
Lechhausen by noontime and went on to Fricdberg, was 
to be the friendly rival in the race for Munchen or 
Munich. The Third Division, then in the XXI Corps, 
was assigned the southern portion of Munchen. Anti- 
Tank Company was ordered released to the 15th Infan- 
try to assist in occupying Augsburg. The Seventh 
Infantry was to assemble in the northwestern edge of 
Augsburg and cross over the Lech to Friedberg by bridge 
and pass through right elements of the 30th Infantry at 
0630, 29 April. 

THIRD INFANTRY DIVISION PASSES TO 
XV CORPS, 28 APRIL 1945 

Before the “7th Light Foot" actually showed its heels 
to Augsburg to overhaul and pass through the 30th 
Infantry and sprint into Munchen first, the Third Infan- 
try Division was relieved of attachment to XXI Corps 
and attached to XV Corps as of 2225B, 28 April 1945. 
It was to continue its advance, however, with the utmost 
speed and capture the southern portion of Munchen. 

Overwhelming power was to be used in the seizure 
of the city made famous by Hitler’s "putsch" in 1923, 
at the Rosenheim Strasse beer hall. On the left of the 
“Rock of the Marne" Division the 42nd and 45th Infan- 
try Divisions were to advance in assigned zones. The 
20th Armored Infantry Division was to operate in con- 
junction with the 3rd. 42nd and 45th Divisions and in 
cooperation attack Munchen. On the far left the 106th 
Cavalry Group had the mission of protecting XV Corps' 
left flank in the area north and northeast of Munchen. 
On the right of the “Rock of the Marne" Division the 
4th Infantry Division. 12th Armored Infantry Division 
and the 101st Cavalry Group were to advance and isolate 
Munchen on the south. 

PLANS OF THE 7th INFANTRY FOR DASH 
INTO MONCHEN 

Colonel Heintges and his staff drew up instructions to 
cover the new operation. With his eye on Munchen, the 
Commanding Officer carefully outlined the plan to be 
followed."^ 

The Third Battalion reinforced was formed into a 
mobile task force called Task Force Horton after the 
commander. Captain Robert V. Horton. The Com- 
manding Officer directed Task Force Horton to attack 
in the right of the Regimental zone and use the main 
highway to proceed with all possible speed. If necessary, 
the weight of the entire force was to be used to break 
resistance along the route as soon as possible. All known 
enemy positions adjacent to the route of advance were 
to be by-passed so that Objectives “W" and “X" could 
be captured preparatory to an entry into Munchen. 
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the Seventh Infantry Battle Patrol, elements of all the 
attachments comprised Task Force Horton. Order of 
battle for the force consisted of a Reconnaissance Spear- 
head, an Advance Guard and the Main Body. The 
Reconnaissance Spearhead of Task Force Horton con- 
sisted of a section of the Seventh Infantry Battle Patrol, 
a platoon of the Reconnaissance Company, 601st Tank 
Destroyer Battalion, a platoon of light tanks from 
Company “D", 756th Tank Battalion, and a platoon 
of medium tanks from Company “A", 756th Tank 
Battalion. 

The Advance Guard consisted of Company “L" 
mounted on the armor of two platoons of medium tanks 
of Company "A", 756th Tank Battalion, one platoon 
of destroyers of Company “A", 601st Tank Destroyer 
Battalion, and one tank dozer of Company “A", 10th 
Engineer Battalion. 

The Main Body of Task Force Horton consisted of 
the remainder of the Third Battalion. Battery “B”, 
10th Field Artillery Battalion, three assault guns of the 
756th Tank Battalion Headquarters, two flakwagons 
of Battery "B", 44 1st Anti-Aircraft Artillery (AW) 
Battalion, and a platoon of Company “A", 10th Engi- 
neer Battalion. The riflemen were to ride on the battal- 
ion’s organic transportation reinforced by twelve 
“DUKWS" and six IJ^-ton trucks of Anti-Tank 
Company. 

Behind Task Force Horton the First Battalion was 
directed to advance and mop up all by-passed enemy 
resistance and maintain contact with the 4th Infantry 
Division on the right. 

The left of the Regimental zone was entrusted to the 
Second Battalion which was reinforced by two platoons 
of Company “A", 601st Tank Destroyer Battalion, one 
platoon of Company “B". 99th Chemical Mortar Bat- 
talion. and a platoon of Company “A". 10th Engineer 
Battalion. The White Battalion troops were to advance 
in their zone, destroy all enemy encountered, capture 
assigned objectives and maintain contact with the 30th 
Infantry on the left. 

The 10th Field Artillery Battalion, minus Battery 
“B", was to render normal support to the Regiment 
during the operation while Cannon Company was 
ordered to follow the advance of the Second Battalion 
and be prepared to fire normal support missions in the 
Regimental zone with emphasis on the left. 

The Commanding Officer issued special instructions 
for Task Force Horton. The armored Spearhead was to 
engage any hostile resistance aggressively and continue 
on its mission as soon as the resistance should weaken. 
The Advance Guard was to reinforce the Spearhead at 
the earliest possible moment to assist in reducing the 
resistance and bring about the uninterrupted advance of 
the Spearhead. Colonel Heintges stressed the point that 

*- Operations Instruction No. 64, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., Lauterbrunn, 

Germany, 28 April '45. “Special Instructions”. HQ, 3d Inf. 

Div.. Oberhausen. Germany, 2 8 April '4 5. 

"3 Operations Instruction No. 65. HQ. 3d Inf. Div.. Oberhausen, 

Germany, 29 April '45. 

Operations Instruction No. 41. HQ. 7th Infantry. 2 8 April '4 5. 
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it W3S ab$o]mi'ly t^iat xltc arm Tbc Fin^ BattaUon/ again u«deif the commat^d of 

on a broad front and that sU be miibr^d to clear Lieutenant Colonel Wallace* followed Ta$k Force Hbr- 

resistance. The Spearliead Gu^fd were ton. In addiction to clearing f.h^ t,0wtts pas5#ed ihrough bf 

to, proceed with the elements the, on rushing task ^ Batralipn cleared KUs* 

ol the Main Body were to advance by bounds behind ing. Riefersbrunn, Horb^ch, Haspemoor* Luttennwang. 
the Advance Guard and drop off sufficient troops to mop Na&senhansen/ Loitetshaien. Ertelstied, Ctalgcn. Aich. 
up by -passed resistance along the ton ic. Prisoners of wai and Puch. then moved into Furstenfeld-BriicL No op- 
captured by Task Force Horton were to be disarmed and position was encountered, . 

Icfl along the main axis to be picked up by the First 

Batralion Only a minimum of personnel were to be 

left TO; guard prisoners of; war. Task Force Horton was t 

to maintain normal radio comm 0nication w'^bde the First 

and Second Battalions \yere to maintain bpib telephone il 

and radio comm unkat ion, W 



TASK FORCE HORTON DRIVES TO AM PER 
RIVER 29 APRIL 194^ 

A t .0650, JIX Apfl^ the Sevemh 1 uf amr y ; pressed (he 
attack to ihc: southeast for Muncbciv. ResisUn^^ wa^ 
sporadic and light and consisted mostly of blocks. ble*wn 
bridges ;rnd imal] arms 

Task Force Horton on tlie ng^^ ran into small 
rJtifmishes against small arms ffre and in one place an 
anti-lank gun. but pm;sed through all tvsisran^; •Stay- 
ing on the main road tba force imsed 
Lfuden^U/ Aietitig, Matching Sttihachr 
Hat tenhofen and Mammendorf to Fumen 1 eld -Br uck on 
the A xn pC' r B i vetr. The ri vc r w' as pass'd over bu i the 
(otet wAk held up at 2040 by a huge and a blown The Second Battalion d’eared; the entire left or north- 
ivater mam uttdei the f:^il road overpass just Wyond tbt nn 2 ,one of the Regimental ^ with the 

Amptr Rivcf . trpop^s marching the distance. 



Ont. J*iUpb E. Marlin 
and i Ll. Daoi? A 

Come of thf Sffond 
BatjuUkirfi |K»5f for a 
nhbtU in a German viJ- 
hge irlonwj^ iht closing, 
darT of »lw cjanip.}ign, 
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29th the White Battalion troops had cleared Rederz- 
hausen, Mergenthau and Bachern. The last named place 
was taken after a brief fire fight and yielded prisoners of 
war. The troops continued the advance during the after- 
noon against little resistance. Hormonsberg, Ried, Zillen- 
berg, Eismansberg, Holzberg, Sirchenried, Baindlkirch 
and Tegernbach were screened of enemy troops. At Holz- 
berg 800 German soldiers were made prisoners of war. 

At 1900 Mittelstettin was mopped up with 30 German 
officers and 350 men added to the prisoner of war bag. 
The troops continued on in the night and cleared Lan- 
genmoos, Hanshofen and Gunzelhofen where an addi- 
tional 60 Germans were made captive. By 0230 of 30 
April the troops of Lieutenant Colonel E>uncan had 
passed through Herrnzeil, Unt-Schweinbach, Spielberg. 
Ob Schweinbach, Aufkirchen, Geisenhofen, Rammerts- 
hofen and Stephansberg to Frauenberg. Germerswang 
and Unt-Malching, the last of its objectives. Nearly 
1300 enemy soldiers had been made prisoners of war 
during the advance. 

COMBAT TEAM 7 IS REORGANIZED 

Because of the obstacle encountered by Task Force 
Horton and the increased danger for troops riding on 
armor and vehicles during the night Colonel Heintges 
issued orders at 2100, 29 April which changed the orga- 
nization of the combat team. Task Force Horton was 
dissolved. The Third Battalion was ordered to dismount 
and proceed forward by foot while the transportation 
was to assemble in Fiirstenfeld-Briick. In the morning 
troops of the Second Battalion who had pounded the 
roads throughout the day and night were to be given a 
ride. A platoon of tanks was detached from the Third 
Battalion. 

THIRD BATTALION CONTINUES 
THE ADVANCE 

Riflemen of the Third Battalion continued the advance 
on foot and at 0105 were in Puchheim encountering 
small arms fire. The opposition was slight as the town 
was reported cleared at 0120. In thirty minutes' time 
troops of the battalion were in Germering and had cap- 
tured fourteen “88’s'*, an American jeep and twenty 
prisoners of war. In a short while thirty-nine more 
Germans were captured by the Blue forces. 

The Red Battalion moved out of Fiirstenfeld-Bruck 
at 0230, 30 April and passed through Puchheim, Unt- 
Pfaffenhfn. At daylight forces of both the Blue and 
Red Battalions were within the city limits of Miinchen, 
the capital of Bavaria. Blue forces officially reported 
reported themselves at Neuaubing at 0710 receiving some 
small arms fire. Colonel Heintges who was up front with 
the troops had questioned a civilian in the early dawn to 
determine the boundary of the city limits. He was told 
his troops were already in the city limits and was shown 
a sign which marked the entrance to the city from the 
southwest. Thus it was, that the “Cotton Balers" were 
first into Miinchen. On the left 30th Infantry troops 
entered later in the morning, as did 42nd and 45th 
Infantry Division troops from the north. Troops of all 
three divisions helped clear the city. The huge concen- 
tration camp of Dachau, filled with anti-Nazi prisoners, 
was taken by troops of the “Rainbow" Division. 

7th INFANTRY CLEARS ITS ZONE 
TO THE ISAR RIVER 

During the day and night of 30 April troops of the 
First and Third Battalions cleared the Seventh Infantry 
zone in the southern portion of Miinchen to the Isar 
River. Blue troops encountered strong small arms fire 
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east of the Grafelfing district and had to knock out an 
enemy bunker manned by two machine gun crews. Two 
of the enemy were killed and eight captured as the nest 
was cleaned out. Planegg, where several of the enemy 
were killed and many more captured, was cleared early 
in the afternoon. The Blue troops pushed south to Stockt 
where 300 of the enemy gave up. 

The Red troops had passed through the Blue Battalion 
and cleared Martinsried, Neuried, Furstenried and Max- 
hof sections, taking numerous prisoners of war and over- 
running twelve damaged “88's". Resistance was encoun- 
tered from juvenile enemy soldiers but quickly ended. 
Forstenried and Pullach were cleared during the night. 
The bridges over the Isar at Pullach were found 
destroyed. 

At Puljach the great underground estate and adminis- 
tration center of Adolf Hitler's chief of staff. Martin 
Bormann, was seized. It was a most elaborate under- 
ground installation, most modernistically designed and 
equipped. It had been the hiding place at various times 
of many Nazi big-wigs, and it contained many souven- 
irs, but alas the “Cotton Balers" were not to be around 
long enough to procure many of them. However, one of 
Adolf Hitler's personal luxuries, a fourteen passenger 




sedan, was picked up and later given to the Command- 
ing General as a present from the Seventh Infantry. 
Though there was not much time to gather trophies, 
the great stores of some of the finest liquers in Europe 
were not overlooked by any means. The Commanding 
Officer himself appropriated 1 200 bottles of champagne 
for his hard working staff and battalions. 

Following clearance of its zone to the Isar the Seventh 
Infantry was placed in division reserve. 

The dash into Miinchen was accomplished at prac- 
tically no cost to the Regiment. For the first time during 
the war the Seventh Infantry completed an assignment 
without a single death or killing occurring. The battle 
casualty records show that only two men were lightly 
wounded in the action. The enemy suffered some killed, 
though the number is unknown: 2600 German soldiers 
including one brigadier general were made captive. 
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CHAPTER VII 



The Dash Into Salzburg, Austria 
Capture of Berchtesgaden 



C£RMANY. 2^4 MAY t945 



On 1 May 1945 orders were i«sned iot TTiu^ 
forces to arresi; the advance, to dose into assembly areas, 
and prepare for another mission. The 42nd Infantry 
and iOth Armored In Ian try Divisions were also to cloec 
into areas with the same instructions. The 43th Infantcy 
Division* which bad started fighting alongside the Third 
in Sicily* was given t hr mission of garrLsoning Muoeben. 
gua/ding all prisonrrt^^ interiar targets of the 3!-d 
Infaafr^^v and 20th Acm^d Infantry 

Diyifibha" It ended {ts comhai in Mnnrh<^> biff the 
Thirdf whi<rh was one of the Arsf to get Intis the, fight 
3 Novemh^^r 1 942; to go on* till, the end; The 1 06th 
Cavarfy^rottp was ordered to reconnoiter riielnn River 
from tho RVifljs^iitobaha nwth t\? /Wasserhurg. The 
1 2th Atmejred Infantry pivision of XXI Corps on the 
right was TO pass across the front of the XV Corps to 
the east on tfie axis of the Reichs^ntnfeahn.'^* 

The S^cvenrb Idlantty reinforred remained in division 
reserve on ) -2 May 1945* On tfec second day displace* 
menb was made to tJt® east of the Isar River. The Ht«t 
Batfaiion rhe Second BatCAlioG 

into Dei'senhin and rhif Tbi into Hphcokirch^n, Qjm- 
pBnf ‘‘A'Y 5rd Med/cai Battalion* closed into Si^gerti* 
briifin while armorc»i attachments assembled around The 
Regimental Ccvjtmatt<d in Brfixinthal: A change 
the atfachmenT? oceurred when a pUtoob of Company 
“B"‘. 2nd Chernical Mortar Batralifitn. lOok oyer the 
supipoctirig ro’k of 4. 2 moTtars and as^mbkd in Otter- 
loh. ■ 

INSTRUCTIONS TO CONTINUE THE 
ADVANCE • 

On 2 May orders were issued for the XV Corps ter 
. COR finite the advance and capture Sal/burg, Austria 
The c^ljtnre w as to be made by the Third I nf antry 
Division. On the left of the Third; the 20ih Armored 
Infantry Division was also to advance and be followed 
by the 42nd Infantry Dmsian. On the tight, ^ 1 2th 

Armored Infantry Dtvislpti tcv cofi{|nGe It$ advance 
on the of the Reichsauiobahin as far as lSct04ti near 




A rp;id ^igt> points to the U$t ptjeftives of 
Wo'fJct Wax fs>r S«.ifepffi. lafaotry. 



th)c southwest corner oJ Chiem St^. At that poml^ 

I Zrh Aftnor^ Infantry DivfekJn ivas di reeled to iprn 
somh intoflit 

t nst tncfioh.s of In Ivintjy Di Visipn Were foi* the 

1 5 di and 4{>>h Infanme.^ {o complete missions of iruip' 
pilng up WfsT of the Inn R!v« whik th^^ Seventh was. tp 
seiJu: and. ?£Ci4re die bridges at No. I and .No- 2 with 
strt^ag reconnaissance patrols duying ilie night of 2-3 
May. then ac 0400, 3 May the '‘Cotton Bakti" were to 
.spearhead the Third Oivisicin diivr by pa«ia^^ tbrough 
the 30tb Infantry at Roscnbelm ^vith die istmost speed, 
along the axis of the Rciclisautobahn to capedre 
burg. East of the ton River the Regifpeivt w'as to protect 
the division’s right by employ ing myebanized reconnais- 
sance and the csiahlishmcnt of blocks. Contact wa 5 to b« 
maintained w4cb the 1 2th Armored Infantry Division 
as far as line ''CRAN"r^;Fol1ow4 capture of Salzburg 
the Regiment was to be prvpwd to capture Berchtes- 
gaden OD Third Divisi<m order if the situation should 
piettTiit. 



2th INFANTRY tEADS THE 3rd DIVISION 
AND XV CORPS INTO SALZBURG. AUSTRIA. 

2 4 MAY 1945 

At 2150 on 2 May a reconnaissance force 
of. Company ‘L”, mounted on tWd Zl/z ton trucks, 
with a platoon of light tanks, two medium, tanks and 
two tank destroyers from the attachments departed from 
the a&sembly area kit Rosenheim by way of Pciss and 
Bad Aibling,* At Rosenheim 30tb Infantry elements 
were passed through and the forced moved south to the 
Ri'khsautobahn. At 2230 the remainder of tli« Third 
BatUlion. tcinforced and motorized, followed the rccon- 
naisxartce force. 

Along the Rcidisautobahm skirts the sou rh 

shore of Chiem See: eienjents advanced With great 

ypecd to Die Tirolg«> vAkbeb No; | was 

found destroyed. through Maosc 

and 3 aossing ctFecl^Y^^^ Sossauer Kanal Joim 

Die Tirolger Akhen;S^^^^ on ro the Rekbsanto- 

bahn the Third and attachmeb^ 5tv><i 

on to fieize Bridge No ; 2 over flije T^ near 

Ob-Siegsdorf in the morning of the 

advance Company ’'K“ fired on five; 
fiecing south from FrajdOrf. Obr its 

occupants killed; 

Near Ob-Siegsdotf itself somir of the rifie elements 
were ambUshtd by abouf 200 German Infantrymen 
occupying strong byf pojufions, Private First Class 
Everett M. Goodloe of Ct>rbp was killed by the 

enemy and a few v>fh^tyrs#;w Snipers in 

buildings about 200 yacds; rear prevented tb- 



. OperanG^ik lrt*-txjucfio^ inf. Div . Un^>tlcbing/ 

'. ■ Cerm;»n;y, 1 Mj(y ’vtSv, ; ■ 

3d Inh DK;* ffnjvHacfiiay; 

GcrpiattV.-Z:KUy'-45*'' , 
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machine gun squad of Company “M” to which Private 
Leonard J. Blaskowski belonged from delivering effective 
fire against the enemy Infantrymen occupying the hill 
positions. Private Blaskowski singlehandedly assaulted 
the snipers. Rushing over the intervening flat and open 
terrain, he cleared several houses, killed three of the 
enemy and captured ten. Observing that hostile fire was 
coming from a barn, he unhesitatingly charged that 
position. As he opened the door of the barn he was 




fatally wounded by a sniper. His courageous actions 
however had enabled his squad to inflict severe losses on 
the enemy. 

Company “I" went into the attack which soon became 
temporarily stalled when 20mm, machine gun and rifle 
fire was encountered. Private First Class Vincent A. 
Logan rushed forward in a singlehanded assault on an 
enemy strongpoint. Dashing 100 yards through fire, he 
assumed a firing position on a road embankment and, 
in a 1 5 minute duel, destroyed two 20mm guns, killed 
four and wounded four of the enemy. He then dashed 
75 yards through fire to bring up tank support and. 
advancing on foot, forced the surrender of 1 5 Germans. 

Private First Class Charles H. Zweek of Company 
“M" dashed over bullet-swept ground to set up his 
machine gun in an exposed position. Engaging the enemy 
he wounded and killed the members of an enemy seven- 
man crew of a self-propelled gun. Although German 
rifle fire was concentrated on him, he blew up a gasoline 
truck, neutralized two hostile machine guns, drove the 
enemy from his firing line, killed 12 and wounded 20 
Germans, and caused the capture of 114 others. 

Privates First Class Logan and Zweek were each 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. For his part in 
the same engagement Staff Sergeant Clarence Fredlund of 
Company “I" was awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

The Second Battalion, motorized and reinforced by a 
battery of the 10th Field Artillery Battalion, platoons 
of light tanks, medium tanks, tank destroyers and chem- 
ical mortars, and Cannon Company, moved out of the 
assembly areas at 0300, 3 May and followed the Third 
Battalion forces and, in turn, was followed by the 
remainder of the Regiment. 

At 1300 the Second Battalion reinforced passed 
through the Third Battalion forces on the Reichsauto- 
bahn near Ob-Siegsdoff. The advance was continued to 
the Saalach River during the afternoon and evening 
with a little shooting along the way. The Saalach River 
along one stretch separates Germany from Austria. The 
Second Battalion reported three bridges over the river 
destroyed. 

SECOND BATTALION CROSSES SAALACH 
INTO AUSTRIA TO BE FIRST INTO 
SALZBURG. 4 MAY 1945 

Not to be held up by the river obstacle, troops of 
Lieutenant Colonel Duncan's battalion crossed the Saal- 
ach, a tributary of the Salzach, by assault craft during 
the night and at dawn entered Salzburg. The White 
Battalion troops were the first Third Division troops 
into Austria and the first Allied troops into Salzburg, 
the birthplace of Mozart. While the troops were in the 
city west of the Salzach the 106th Cavalry Group then 
attached to the Third Infantry Division but not in the 
city at that time received a radio message from German 
forces in the city who desired to surrender. Other than 
a little shooting that had been put on near the airfield 
of Salzburg there was no fighting in the city. 

During the rapid advance to capture Salzburg over 
1000 enemy had been captured and several Germans were 
killed. The casualties sustained by the Regiment were 
small in number. 



GO No. 226, HQ, 3d Inf. Div., 24 June *45. Pvt. Blaskowski 
was posthumously awarded the Silver Star Medal. 

78 For authority sec GOs 600 & 626, HQ, 7th Army, Oct. '45 & 
GO No. 345, HQ. 3d Inf. Div., 25 Sept. '45. 
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E^rly in th»? m^^rnmg of 4 May J 945 recooiitosana' 
thav. a jpajiroad bridge over the Saalach near 
Piding fed a locomoiivc engine on it. A small wooden 
bridge was also disiTo vered nearby which was nndam- 
3g(jd and St j-ong enough to pt'rmit passage of foot troops 
ai^d jrvpSv " ; 

With its Second Battalion already actoNs the rivet into 
Austria and in possession of much of Salzburg and bv 
a stroke of luck in possession of two bridges, the Seventh 
Infantry was in a most favorable position to iwoop 
down on Berchtesgaden and capture Hirlcr's hidcaw^ay. 
Dcr Berghof Obcrsalzibcrg; No one reatijutd fhi« any 
sooner than the Third Division Commander. Oh the 
right the iOist Airborne Infantry Division and the 
S^ond French Arniored Division, w^hich divisions fed 
direct orders to seize Berchtesgaden. h?d hot yet reached 
the Saaladi. 

Early 4 May Major General O’Daaiel took matters 
into his own hands and decided to send the Seventh 
United States Infantry out of the Third Infantry Divis- 






Piisonm of are Imed uy »tn; tl*t |Leicb»aufob*bn 
donng ibe Usr day* of the. %hticg in Evtoffe 



ion 2one of action to steal Berchtesgaden and Hitler’s 

hideaway, Der Berghof Ohri^aiibefg. from . ^ 

can paratroopers and French armored IhtceSr 

nically were supposed to capture those platc^J O Sal^- 

burg, Austria/ had been defmkely assigned to the Third ^ 

infantry Division bur that place was already in fend; 

It had been expected that Salxbutg would be a last - -i’ 

enenvy sti^nghold before Berchtesgaden and would be - 

a hard nut to cracky like Ntiro berg had been, but^ as 

Siated/ hardly a shot had been feed In that and it 

capiratared eariy ^ M M j aS H 

Map johit W. 'iron Mike " O DankL Com- / 

ffending General of the Third Infantry Division, fed \ 
tried unsfe^'essfuUy to get Befchtesgaden 
for his division Hov/eve; he decided hot to from 

his fingers the golden oppercun tty of Uddfeg^ 
ian mountain town , made famou^^^^b^ . 

to the long list of tOyvns and cities captu fed U>V^^ 
of the Marne'^Dfeston. He then ordered Cold 
A. Heintges ro drive the “Cotton Baler“ Regiment with 
all possible speed and to capture Berchtesgaden tfe pria^e ^ 
and pearl all mihtafy ofeectives at 

Colonel Heintges. who the night before had dreatrted jBIHHBBHBHHiHHBHHHHHiH 
and hoped for that very opportumey and had conceived 
his “Orange Plan" to put into execution should the 

chance occur, quickly issued his ordt^s ,tp and to permit no one, or any vehicle, to pass over them 

and Third Battalions over the bridgesv Tfe vxcepr Seventh Infantry pet sema and vehicles. Accord- 

log General to assure himself of succeiss. fed Ordered ingly gfetds commaiifed' Lieutenant Nathan 
Golopei Heintges to place heavy guard on the two bridges W White and Second Lieutenanr- Robert Millerc liaison 




Bau^Iion moving around from Mai^QlL to Grodig. St> 



pfem, >vtTc placed on the bridgesv Th« Commanding 
General cstablUhed a temporary command post tor the 
Third Infantry Division on the far side of the Saalacb 
River and made it known that be could be contacted It 
an occasion Warranted it. 

Skilled workers of Gompany IQtb Combat 

Engineers quickly removed the locomotor and repaired 
the raiitoad bridge to permit passage of the artillery and 
attached armor. The First and Third Battalions mean- 
while had passed all their foot troems and tactical vehicles 
over die small w'ooden bridge First Battalion patrols 
soon entered Bad Reichenball and at 09^0 that place 
was seized with 3.000 German troops held as prisoners 

of war. The Third Battalion troops captured Marzoll. , r , , i 

With those places in hand Colonel Heintges gave Lieu- became established in the Haus. Waldfast Berebtesgaden, 
tenant Colonel Wallace and Major Flynn the go sign for Meanwhile the French forces and the 10 1st Airbon 
Bcrtbiesgadeo. At noon lime the First and Third Bat- Infantry Division, had not been, so fortunate in disco' 
talions were on their way in a pincers move rhat was to bridges over the Saalacb. They learned of rho 

bring about the capture of the famous ohjectlve within held^by the Seventh Inrantry and sought to use the 



Leonard and Schdienberg entered the town from 
northeast at 1630. Der Berghof Obemlzberg 
quickly found and a Nazi flag tom doWn from the pole 
nearby. Contrary to news reports Der Berghof Oner- 
salzhetg had not been bit by an air bomb but it 
smoking from destruction and fires caused by the SS 
troops prior to entry by the Seventh Infantry. How- 
ever many of the SS barracks, homes and other buildings 
nearby had beert hit and many large bomb craters marked 
the area. The former home of Herman Goering and the 
former headquarters, of the German Luftivaffe were found 



a surprisingly short time. 



ALL TROOPS INTO BERCHTESGADEN marched ayM. fbe Woodm .bri^^ bacli 

to prusoner or AVat. c&ges.: a cphimiy of vehiri^ 

The First Battalion was assigned The most direct moving rapidly rovpatd .thr w 
route along the main highway fern Bad Reichenban lead vehicle, a jeep. 

but was pteced by elements b{ the Seventh Infantry who was -Stahdthg dp ip the v ope hancf on 

BariJel^5i?r6J commanded b Second Lieutenant \ViUiam the windshield and the Other waving frantically and 



Wfille CoricMBrt and pbtoym cjt lbfc Rifjdiflirot catpfe to ^Puitht Amur" on 5 May 1^45. S ^Sst B^ntiett Or Walt'enf. 

Go. ' h' V and Upek. naiitmal ''OJd Glory/’ oy«r tbe former Adolf yulrf nesr Becduesgaden* 



Miller. Jt- The Battle Pa tf oilers Of ihe Seventh Infanlry Tm'patienri^^ stick for the prisoners 

cncounteicd no opposiripn and were the first Aiiied of war to dear tbe road and make way for 
saldtefs to enter fierchresgaden at l ^SS on 4 May 1945, Not desiring fo geC run down the 
The Red Bactalkinri<iops soon followed and the town iuttiyurd aside and let the vehicles thro ugh. ^ 
seized with 2000 enemy surrendering. The Third orders, the guard boveever blocked the 




rhe French S^'cond Armored Divialon column. The 
French general, who was Major General LeGlerc, de- 
manded an expbnadoii from the officer in command of 
the guard- Wlicn told of the existing orders be Jskrd of 
the whereabouts of the Commanding General. American 
Tliifd Infantry Dtvision/and when fold demanded to 
be faKen to him Major Generai O'DantcI was contacted 
and gaye peemi^ton for the French generai to p4fis over 
the 1?H<fge bde all French troops were ordered held m 
place. Tite French general who was most displeased 
over the whole situation hurriedly passed to converse 
the American gcnctal 

Major Genera) PhilUppe Haufecloque. really the 
Vicomte d< Hautedoque. who served under tlie pseudo- 
nym of ‘'General LeClerc’' which had been adopted in 
the early part of thr war to; pt otect his wife and ftve 
children who lived in occupied Frapee, was probably 
France’s moist outstandinct h^Jidge^ in World Wat li- 
lt be who led Free French rbrees: on that long desert 
march of 17OT miU-s across the $ahara from the Chad 
territory of Central Africa in I <^43 to help cfush Axis 
forces in Africa. He took command of French regulars 
for the invasion of South^n France and Jed the Second 
French Armored Division into Paris and Strasbourg. He 
was a man of action and usual iy g:€>t his way. But on 
4 May 1945 be came face to face iyjih Majoi General 
John *'Iron Mil^.’' Cbtumandm General 

of the American Third iKfapthy Division. 

Idtifortunately for pocsti^fity couver- 

satiorji between t)>c Amerkan French generals was 
not recorded* but in life 

had learned the full meaning irf “possession, 
is nine -tenths of ih>? law“. rema'wd and refused 

to budge. In an earlier 

shall not Ort 4. May 194^’ ^ M ike' some- 
what the same thing but ia and referred ' 

to Fteach troops. Not unfit some tim after rhe Com- 




To «mre ev«ii more privacy than h< rri joyed at hb <»nvo«a ibileX, 
Hitler bad the fabulous Aldethtiest (6agl«S boilt tip in 

the Alp*, about five miles from Dcr IJerjUiof aiop KtbHuin (Swoe- 
Tbrbatl, the mounuio that oyerbattss Uen:hresg?d&tft, Hiller 

weot alone and octaiiortiUy enmtataed a spctial gum. An ehry^tof 
shaft had been ikiUed ihrou^h the mountain. A fur 4 M4y 154? the 
elevator was tmt of order so ^‘CoifOn &alert’* who viailed lb? refuge 
bad to climb the mountain- Two x'iews of the eVr4 ire sfiowe above. 



mandipg General had learned of icIh* caprur^^ of Berch- 

li’sga difU by the Seventh Infantry did fe afldw ^ards 

H* leased. The Frendt troops vnateitd 

hours after the fest 

found the Seventh Infamry in couttoly 

Though the Seventh In fa at ry had captuced Befchte^- 
gaden vhe Cdmmandjjig General had much to 
if, u it was hifr order that sent the “Cotton bti 

chetf wav and tc was his foresight that 
eknirnrs from crosiing the river until the vibjet 
captured. As a result of his otder vehVcJes^ of the lOist 



Airborne and . the French were jammed on the Reich* 
autobahn with no place to go anti I he chose to let them. 

In Berchiesgaden. at Hermann Goering’s Staff He-ad- 
quact^fs. General Der Fkiger (L t Gen. \ Gustav Kastner- 
Kirkdoff found dead in his bedraom adjoining his 
office. Aecarding to a female ciriploy^i^ ar the headquar- 
ters. who was questioned, he was a member of Adolf 
Hitler s Staff and had arrived at Gwing s Headquarters 




A view af tbe Aastriao moaoxaim .is 
from D?f Bexghof Oberfalxbm^. 



Berchtesgaden tm 2 M4y. He ccfmmiite.d s^ xhofily 
Seventh In/amrymcn entered the 
Other German general. 

Included in the of prisoners jcaaght in Bcrcliti^r' 
gaden wa& X^pJOnel Ktitz Goertng of rhe Luftw*4ffe, a 
nephetv of the number two Nazi, Hermann Goering. 
He per.'SohaUy; Colonel Heineges and 

handed his pistoli to the Coihroanding Offi.cer, who 
person xaUy que^tiot^ on the whereabouts of Adolf 
Hitler, Hermann Goering and othei Nazi officials* as it 
‘ hoped- that .some of tbetn t;ouId be caprurtdr Tl>e 
German Colonel srated be did n know of hi$ unde’i 
wbctcabouU because Hitler had had Herrnann Cioering 
arrcAtrd a fe\V days before becaU.w lie had wanted to 
the war. 'Neither did he know atiythlng of Hitter 'swhejrt?- 
aboj^ty. He told ColcmclHcintge^^ rt^^ would tikv to 
turn over to the Seventh Infantry Commander the prop- 
erty of Hermann and Frau Goering which was quire 
considerable. That which interested, the “Cottem Baler’' 
Colonel most was some 1 8.000 bottles^ of the finest 
liquers and two automobiles: the Field Marsbars rwo- 
.seated roadsier and a fourteen passenger, bullet-proof 
sedan ^ 

According to the iTtadquartvrs commander o£ Field 
Marshal Albert Kesselfing's General Staff, who wa4 also 
iakeii prisoner ia Berchtesgaden that day. the 'Gotton 
Baktx ’ had missed the commander in chief of all German 
forces on the Western Front bf ju.si several hours. The 
field marshal had been in Bercht^^^ and bad left the 
ToWn the with hundreds of bia troops. 

Howyver^a^^ 4 jMay an arniistice deiegatJon 

Imm Kcsselrmg entered the SecondBai* 

t^iDn Austria. The delegation con- 

s^ted. Infantry Foertsch. Commanding 

Geri^fat Atfny, at the head, and 

I tj*Ti t 4* ty fftfcV lo IndtV, 

Cbiiu Jfnd ilkctk llh»p<Kthf Xirnirnj <»f f' ttnch Fo*v?» 

lii Kqrrb AfHr-i. ' 




attain pted it dragged on ground. The French officer 
then withdrew hi.$ objaxi0n^^^^ Anicrican flag 

alone rat&trd <>yer thcTof'mct mpilnUm retreat. 

At 1^30 on 5 May 1^45 the following message Was 
received at the Command Post (tom |he Commanding 
General 

Bi?eetive imrneduiely <ht « will be no more Bghting DsJm 
£rcd npon or 4(tAcKedf 

O Dantd. Commailding. 



C>oiQfld Zollihg; Ma.ior Hay^ Major For feet and Major 
A^oh German Gcnet^ SiaC Corps es well 

a^ Majpt Kxselie. Captain Be hn?ndt & 

Firi^t Lieutenant Von Weber, SQndcrluebfer Scbcf ntfigh 
and Colonel Cbllosius dt the I uflwafle 

Thvic was much rejoiemg and excicmcrtt Over the 
capture of Berebresgaden and the troops induiged in a 
lirric celebrating. Champagne and cigars Were found in 
abundance at Hitlers and Goering's former establish - 
mems which w etc searched for soo^ente 

On 5 May 1945 an importaut ceremony was held 
when the Ameiican flag was raised over Der Bergbof 
Obersalzbrre by the Seven tb Infantry ^ At first the cere- 



Obersalzhrrg by the Seven tb Infantry ^ At first the 



Lt. Col. Jack M, OnocaOi fomip^nding. and Msjot CUrewce H. 
Whit«. Jr.. rs«fUm,«L officer, of ibe Sttond B;(tuilion. w«rf pbofo- 
gtapbed near tb^ batralion^i; xpmtnand yoff in Salzburg. A«*trta» on 
6 May 1945. 



Then at .2045 that ni^hr ibe following message was 
received: 

An armhher lr<aA bern agrc<f<l upon Anti V Group “C* 
Trnns to be efTectivs Ot 1 20QB May | $45 . . 

O OameJ, Comroandibg. 

Fighting therefore against the efirmy was finished for 
the Seventh Infantry for World War 11 

Ort 6 May the Seventh Infantry, was ordered to 
remove its First and Third Battallcns from Berchies-* 
gadcti and to assemble the entire regiment in Salzburg; 
Austria Rehicranrly the troops which had captured 
Bcrchtcsgadcn turned the whole place ow to the 506(h 
Parachtite Rcgimepl of the 10 1st Airborne Oivisitm and 
to French troops and repaired to Salzburg; 

The short stay in the famous town had been quite 
profirablc and many souvenirs fc»nnefly belonging to 
Nazi big wigs were hauled ay;ay to the dismay of the 
relieving forces. Colonel Heintg« had to content him-tclf 
with oni.y one of Hermann Goering's vehicles, however: 
The sedan could not be startMand^b^ Mt behind: 

out whkh they had captured the day beforcv ihe While rhe Sr wntb Infantry assembled ip Saizburg, 

Amcfican flag was to be raiseci .over rhe Austria; World War H came to an cnd> The 

out a French cplood appeareti Oft the^scene and aitympt^ armies had begun surrendering on 2 May whsp A^rmy 
ro pfevent thr cwmemy .hea^ Group ‘G‘" in Notthetn Italy stopped fighting The 

of his commanding general Hii atgu German forces in Holland, Denmark^ HdgolandT thv^ 

Ik'rghof was wifhin assigneti to Frisian Islands and Northwest Germany followed suit, 

the French the night before. Afiet much discussion it on. 5 May. Af already told Army Group “G‘’ m Wrsferti 

was agreed to raise the Ameticaft “Stars and Stripes" Austria and Bavatfa j.«rrenden'd on 6 May. Army 

and Freticb “Tricolor,'* together^ up the pole wbith Groups ' A* . B' and '*South" opposing the Rustians; 

once flew the Nazi flag,- A French flag was procinrcd bur and German forces m Norway surrendered on ^ May 

it was such a large one that when the rising was first and all fighting in Burope cessed. 



The iwa mtn virbo planned znd executed ihr tfrcTt of Betdntsgad^ti 
from tbe 10 Ui Airborne DiTiston and 2nd Freneh Armored Division 
on 4 May 1945 and who accepted rrspcnwibHity For the '‘sfear' were 
Major Grueral John W. 'Iron Mikt" O'Daniefe tomraand»ng ibt 
Thud Infantry Dirision. and his ace rifle regiment: commander. 
Colonel Jobo A. Heiniges. commanding ihe famous Seventh Infanlry. 
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APPENDIX I 



Summary 



On 4 May 1945 when its troops were first to enter 
Salzburg. Austria, in the early morning, and in the after- 
noon captured Berchtesgaden, Germany, the Seventh 
United States Infantry ended its combat days for World 
War II in a blaze of glory. 

It was nearly two and one-half years to the day since 
the landing at Fedala, French Morocco. During ten 
campaigns the Regiment had battled from Fedala to 
Berchtesgaden, and had compiled a combat record second 
to none in the entire American Army. It was indeed 
fitting that the Regiment that had captured Fedala should 
have captured Berchtesgaden, once the hideout of Adolf 
Hitler himself. 

Many feats of arms and "firsts" did th? "Cotton 
Baler" Regiment perform over its rugged combat course. 
Of the three rifle regiments in the Third Infantry Divis- 
ion it was the only one to be employed in the assault for 
every major operation of the "Rock of the Marne" 
Division, whether the operation was over water or land. 
That each of the commanding generals of the Third 
Infantry Division, Major Generals Jonathan W. Ander- 
son, Lucian K. Truscott. Jr., and John W. O’Daniel, 
who commanded during the war, should hold such con- 
fidence in and so honor the "Cotton Baler" Regiment 
speaks for itself, and is. in the opinion of many, the 
greatest tribute that could have been paid the Regiment 
and its fighting men. The Seventh Infantry was the 
only regiment of the Third Infantry Division to be in 
the assault for each and every one of the following major 
operations: (1) the invasion of French Morocco; (2) 
the invasion of Sicily; (3) the crossing of the Volturno 
River; (4) the Anzio-Nettuno Landing; (5) the attack 
of 30 January 1944; (6) the breakthrough from the 
Anzio Beachhead; (7) the invasion of southern France; 
(8) the crossing of the Meurthe River; (9) the three 
attack phases of the "Colmar Pocket ” Campaign; (10) 
the entry into Germany; (11) the breaching of the Sieg- 
fried Line: (12) the crossing of the Rhine River; (13) 
the Battle of Nurnberg: (14) the Battle of Augsburg; 
(15) the race into Miinchen; (16) the capture of Salz- 
burg and Berchtesgaden. The Seventh Infantry was in 
the assault for many other operations, which cannot, 
however, be classified as major operations. 

The "7th Light Foot’’ Infantry, always "Willing 
and Able", never failed to capture an objective or com- 
plete an assigned mission during World War II. That 
was why it never missed an assault assignment for each 
major operation the Third Infantry Division executed. 
A trust well placed, a job well done. 

Having been in the assault for so many operations the 
Seventh Infantry Regiment had the opportunity to dis- 
tinguish itself. The noteworthy feats it performed and 
the enviable list of "firsts" the Regiment compiled in- 
clude: (1) the capture of Fedala and first entry into 
Casablanca; (2) the rapid establishment of its beach- 
head in Sicily and the capture of Agrigento. Palermo, 
and Messina, principal cities of that island; (3) the first 
crossing of the Volturno River on 13 October 1943. 
which merited the personal commendations of Lieuten- 
ant General Mark W. Clark, commanding United States 
Fifth Army; (4) a penetration of the Barbara Line, 
outer defenses before Cassino; (5) the greatest penetra- 
tion into enemy territory during the attack of 30-31 
January 1944 on the Anzio Beachhead and noteworthy 
defensive fighting thereafter: (6) the capture of Cisterna 
di Littoria during the breakthrough operations from the 
Anzio Beachhead; (7) one of its battalions made the 
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first entry of any Allied unit into Rome on 4 June 1944; 
(8) a rapid establishment of its beachhead on the French 
Riviera, 15 August 1944: (9) the first observation of 
and taking under fire of the German convoys destroyed 
north of Montelimar, France; (10) a principal role in 
the capture of Besancon, France; (11) outstanding fight- 
ing in the Vosges Mountains and the capture of Le 
Haute Jacques, the "Crossroads of Hell"; (12) a success- 
ful crossing of the Meurthe River; (13) the first entry for 
Third Infantry Division into the province of Alsace 
and the city of Strasbourg; (14) successful assaults 
across La Fecht River. Canal de Colmar, and south 
between the Rhine River and the Rhone-Rhine Canal 
during the three attack phases of the "Colmar Pocket" 
Campaign; (15) the first entry into Germany for the 
Third Infantry Division: (16) the greatest penetration 
into the Siegfried Line during the Third Infantry 
Division attack of 18 March 1945 and subsequent 
breaching of the line: (17) a successful crossing of the 
Rhine River; 0^) the first entry into the Adolf Hitler 
Platz in the inner city of Nurnberg; (19) the first 
entry into Augsburg; (20) the first entry into the city 
limits of Munchen: (21) the first entry into Salzburg, 
Austria: (22) the capture of Berchtesgaden, Germany. 

TEN CAMPAIGNS 

After the first sections of this volume were printed 
the War Department in Washington changed the time 
limitations of some battles and campaigns previously 
recognized for the United States Army for World War 
II and added new ones to the list.^ Under the list the 
Seventh United States Infantry is credited with having 
participated in ten campaigns against the enemy in World 
War II. The ten campaigns are listed in Appendix III. 

In this volume the account of the action of the Seventh 
Infantry for the war just ended was described under 
titles different from the titles of the ten official campaigns 
the Regiment is now credited with having participated 
in because some of the Seventh Infantry actions carried 
over into two or more of those ten campaigns. Also it 
was not known that the War Department was to change 
or add to the list. But regardless as to whether the Regi- 
ment is credited with eight or ten campaigns its action 
consisted of so many days. The Regiment spent more 
than 400 days in the actual front lines. If the days it 
was in reserve just behind the front lines and the few 
days between 4 May 1945 and the date the war is 
officially timed as being ended in Europe are counted the 
Regiment spent nearly 500 days in the front line battle 
areas. Few regiments or divisions spent that much time 
in the forward areas. 

Though the French Moroccan Campaign consisted of 
only three full days it was crammed full of action. The 
Regiment made its first amphibious landing during the 
war. captured Fedala and played a principal role for the 
land forces in forcing the capitulation of Casablanca. 

The Tunisian Campaign was the easiest of them all 
for the Seventh Infantry because the Regiment was in 
the battle areas only a few days towards the dose of the 
campaign and did not fire a shot. Seventh Infantrymen 
consider a battle star for that campaign a gift but when 
one considers the generosity of the War Department in 
bestowing battle stars to non-combatant personnel not 
in the actual battle areas for campaigns he may decide 
that the Seventh Infantry was entitled to its second battle 
star for World War II. (The battle areas as determined 

1 GO No. 24. War Depr., Wash.. D. C.. 4 Mar. ’47. 
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PERIODS OF ACTUAL COMBAT ENGAGED IN BY THE SEVENTH INFANTRY 

AND 

PERIODS OF NON-COMBAT WITHIN THE FORWARD BATTLE AREAS 

DURING WORLD WAR II 



Length 

in Days Dates 


Country 


3 


8-11 November 1942 


French Morocco 


8 


6-13 May 1943 


I'unisia 


13 


10-22 July 1943 


Sicily 


7 


1-7 August 1943 


Sicily 


10 


8-17 August 1943 


Sicily 


14 


22 September to 


Italy 


7 


5 October 1943 
6- 12 October 1943 


Italy 


35 


1 3 October to 


Italy 


67 


1 6 November 1 943 
22 January to 


Italy 


15 


28 March 1944 
28 March to 


Italy 


18 


12 April 1944 
13-30 April 1944 


Italy 


22 


1-22 May 1944 


Italy 


13 


23 May to 


Italy 


75 


4 June 1944 
1 5 August to 


France 


21 


14 October 1944 
20 October to 


France 


13 


9 November 1944 
20 November to 


France 


18 


2 December 1 944 
3-20 December 1944 


France 


30 


2 1 December 1 944 to 


France 


16 


19 January 1 945 
22 January to 


France 


1 1 


7 February 1 945 
8- 1 8 February 1 945 


France 


37 


1 5 March to 


France and 


12 


20 April 1945 
23 April to 


Germany 
Germany and 


4 May 1945 

Total days in the lines: 465. 


Austria 



Type of Action 

or Mission Opposing T" roops 



Offensive 


French Colonial 


II Corps Reserve 




Offensive 


Italian and German 


Division Reserve 




Offensive 


Italian and German 


Offensive 


German 


Patrolling and 
Reconnaissance 


German 


Offensive 


German 


Offensive-Defensive 


German 


VI Corps Reserve 




Defensive 


German 


VI Corps Reserve 





Offensive 


German 


Offensive 


German 


Offensive 


German 


Offensive 


German 


Defensive 


German 


Defensive 


German 


Offensive 


German 


Defensive 


German 


Offensive 


German 


Offensive 


German 



by the War Department include much more territory 
than the Infantryman would include.) Actually the 
Seventh Infantry suffered two men killed and three 
wounded, but had earlier sent hundreds of its finest 
officers and men to reinforce the hard hit divisions of 
that campaign. Many of the “Cotton Balers" sent to 
reinforce the then fighting divisions were killed. Because 
of the training they had received while with the Regi- 
ment and because of their sacrifices it may be said that 
they and the Seventh Infantry contributed much to the 
successful conclusion of that campaign. 

The Sicilian and Naples-Foggia Campaigns were 
similar for the Seventh Infantry in that they were pri- 
marily pursuit actions over rugged, mountainous coun- 
try. In the first an amphibious assault was made and in 
the second a crossing of a defended river line was accom- 
plished. The Naples-Foggia was of longer duration and 
was therefore more costly. For the Seventh Infantry it 
ended after an attack on the outer defenses before Cassino. 

In this volume the actions of the Regiment from 22 
January to 4 June 1944 were referred to as belonging 
to one campaign, the Anzio-Rome. The records show 
that it was the costliest one of them all for the Seventh 
Infantry. It consisted of an amphibious landing, an 
attempted breakthrough from the initial beachhead, 
defensive warfare on the beachhead, and finally a break- 



through and drive into Rome. Though never officially 
cited for its fighting on the Anzio Beachhead the Seventh 
Infantry nevertheless was conspicuous and there dis- 
played some of its best fighting during World War II. 
The roughest four-day period during that campaign, 
and for the whole war for the Seventh Infantry, was the 
period from 30 January to 2 February 1944 inclusive 
when 166 “Cotton Balers" were killed outright and a 
large number were wounded. February 16, 1944, was 
a particularly costly day and the period from 29 
February to 4 March 1944 was a time of heavy and 
bitter fighting. Casualties during the breakthrough 
operations of 23-25 May 1944 were severe. Sharp and 
costly actions were fought on the way to Rome. 

The operations of the Seventh Infantry during the 
period 15 August- 20 December 1944, which occurred 
in France, were referred to in this volume under the title 
“From the Riviera to the Rhine". Time limitations of 
three of the official campaigns fall within that period. 
The actions of the Regiment from the “Riviera to the 
Rhine" consumed about the same amount of time as the 
Anzio-Rome actions but were not quite so costly. The 
actions were featured by the fourth amphibious assault 
of the war for the Regiment, pursuit of the enemy 
through southern France, bitter fighting in the Vosges 
Mountains, a major river crossing operation, and 
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another pursuit of the enemy to the Rhine itself. 

Members of the Regiment like to refer to the campaign 
from 20 December 1944 to 18 February 1945 when the 
Third Infantry Division fought under supreme French 
command as the “Colmar Pocket” Campaign but such 
a title is not recognized by the United States War Depart- 
ment. The Colmar actions fall under the official Rhine- 
land Campaign. But by whichever name you wish to 
call the campaign it should be recognized as a particu- 
larly bitter one during its three attack phases for the 
Third Infantry Division and Seventh Infantry. The 
“Cotton Baler” Regiment crossed La Fecht River by 
stealth, crossed the Canal de Colmar in another night 
operation, and alone opened the Third Division’s attack 
between the Canal du Rhon au Rhin and Rhine River. 
Nearly all the casualties suffered during that campaign 
occurred during the three attack phases. 

The campaign of the Regiment which started in 
France on 15 March 1945, carried across much of Ger- 
many, and ended in Salzburg, Austria, and Berchtes- 
gaden, Germany, on 4 May 1945, was referred to by 
the writer as the German Campaign, another unofficial 
designation. The campaign was characterized by sharp 
and bitter actions of a few days duration and then rapid 
pursuit of a beaten enemy. The entry into Germany, 
breaching of the Siegfried Line, actions in Niirnberg. 
Augsburg, Miinchen, Salzburg, and Berchtesgaden high- 
lighted the campaign. 

FOUR MAJOR AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULTS 

During World War II the Third Infantry Division 
made four major amphibious assaults and two minor, 
behind-the-lines landings of battalion sizes. The Sev- 
enth Infantry was used for assault purposes in each of 
the major operations. 

The first big assault was the operation against French 
Morocco when the “Cotton Balers” made their longest 
voyage to strike at the enemy. The troops embarked in 
Virginia waters, crossed the Atlantic and debarked off 
Fedala, French Morocco, to invade Africa. Of the four 
great overseas operations it was the most confused and 
poorly executed because in the dark the assault troops 
were landed at widely separated points by the naval 
coxswains. Weak and spotty resistance by French colonial 
troops saved the Seventh Infantry much heavier casual- 
ties. But in spite of its great dispersion the Regiment 
captured its initial objectives. The cost of that opera- 
tion was heavy enough however. Fifteen members of 
the Regiment are definitely known to have lost their 
lives in that operation, and it is almost certain that the 
number was even greater because at least four “Cotton 
Balers” are still missing from that action. 

An unusual storm delayed the Seventh Infantry 
assault against Sicily and enemy shore guns hampered 
the second amphibious landing. Direct hits were scored 
by the enemy guns on the command vessel of the com- 
manding officer. Twenty-two members of the Regiment 
lost their lives during the assault operations against 
Sicily. 

The assault landing south of Nettuno. Italy, was 
the easiest of them all for the Regiment and was virtually 
unopposed. Ten men nevertheless lost their lives through 
accidents and because of exploding mines. It was not 
the landing but what came after it that made the Anzio- 
Rome Campaign the costliest of them all for the Seventh 
Infantry. 

Contrary to what most people think the invasion of 
southern France was the costliest one of the four 
amphibious assaults made by the Seventh Infantry dur- 



ing World War II. Fifty-eight members of the Regiment 
were killed in that operation, which as far as has been 
determined by the writer, was the greatest number of 
personnel the Regiment lost killed in a single day during 
the entire war. Three of the small landing craft struck 
underwater mines and were destroyed. The underwater 
mines caused most of the deaths but exploding land 
mines, machine gun and small arms fire were the direct 
causes of some of the deaths. The assault against southern 
France was the only one which the “Cotton Balers” 
made in daylight. The first three were all made in the 
dark before dawn. 



ASSAULTS AGAINST DEFENDED 
RIVER LINES 

Many rivers and canals were crossed during World 
War II by the Seventh Infantry, several by major assault 
operations. The Wadi Mella in French Morocco, the 
Furiano, Rosmarino and Di Zappulo in Sicily, the Vol- 
turno River and Canale Mussolini in Italy, the Durrance, 
Doubs, La Moselle, Meurthe. Le Petite Rhin, La Fecht, 
L'll Rivers, and the Canal de Colmar in France, the 
Rhine, Main and blue Danube in Germany, and the 
Saalach, which forms the boundary between Germany 
and Austria, were just a few of the many streams, canals 
and rivers which the “Cotton Balers” crossed during 
the second great conflict. 

The crossing of the Volturno when forty-one mem- 
bers of the Regiment were killed in action, the crossing 
of the Meurthe when thirty-one “Cotton Balers” were 
killed, the crossing of La Fecht River by stealth, which 
led to bitter fighting the next day, the crossing of the 
Canal de Colmar, and the crossing of the Rhine, when 
twenty-four Seventh Infantrymen were killed, were river 
and canal crossing operations which demanded great 
preparations and were very successful. The troops crossed 
La Moselle by seizing two bridges before the enemy 
could destroy them. The Main River was crossed three 
times. The crossing of the Saalach, just a few days 
before the termination of the war, was very spectacular 
and enabled the “Cotton Balers” to capture Berchtes- 
gaden. 

SEVENTH INFANTRY FOUGHT IN THE 
MOUNTAINS AND FORESTS 

Besides crossing oceans, seas, and rivers, the Seventh 
Infantry was called on to fight in the mountains and 
forests. The rugged hills of Sicily, the Appenines of 
Italy, and the heavily wooded Vosges Mountains of 
France saw some bitter fighting. The Regiment ended 
the war in the Bavarian Mountains of Germany and 
Austria. Probably the two individual peaks which are 
mentioned most by the “Cotton Balers” as scenes of 
bitter fighting in World War II are Hill di Marco, the 
“Million Dollar Ridge” in Sicily, and Mount !a Difensa 
in Italy. Many men lost their lives fighting for those 
piles of rock. 

MANY CITIES WERE ENTERED BY THE 
“COTTON BALERS ’ 

In World War II the Seventh Infantry added the 
names of many cities to the list which includes New 
Orleans and Mexico City. Some of those were Casa- 
blanca, Agrigento, Palermo. Messina. Rome. Besancon, 
Strasbourg, Niirnberg, Augsburg, Miinchen, and Salz- 
burg. Bitter fighting took place at the gates of Casa- 
blanca and inside Besancon, Strasbourg, and Niirnberg. 
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BIG LAND OPERATIONS AND BIG BATTLES 
FOR SMALL PLACES 

The Seventh Infantry took part in many big attacks 
over land. The “breakthrough” from the Anzio Beach- 
head and the breaching of the Westwall or Siegfried 
Line were outstanding ones. Cisterna di Littoria was 
the hardest nut of all for the Third Infantry Division 
to crack and it was captured by the Seventh Infantry 
during the “breakthrough” operations. 

Many of the toughest and bitterest battles were fought 
during the war for small and seemingly insignificant 
places. Cisterna and Liberi in southern Italy. Ponte 
Rotto and the Windmill on the Anzio Beachhead, and 
the crossroads of Le Haute Jacques with its three houses 
located in the Vosges Mountains were a few such places 
which demanded a heavy toll before being wrenched 
from the enemy’s grasp. 

COST OF THE WAR TO THE 3rd INFANTRY 
DIVISION AND 7th UNITED STATES 
INFANTRY 

At a press conference on 31 May 1945 Acting Secre- 
tary of War Patterson reported the casualties suffered 
by various Infantry divisions in their campaigns against 
Germany and her European allies. As the war in Europe 
had finished early that month the figures he gave were 
only preliminary ones based on reports through 30 April. 
The final figures probably do not show a change in the 
position of the Third Infantry Division. His report of 
3 1 May 1 945 is here quoted:^ 





Killed 


Wounded 


Missing 


Total 


3rd Infantry Division 


6.240 


24.793 


3.191 


34.224 


45th Infantry Division 


3.747 


19,413 


4.403 


27.553 


36th Infantry Division 


3.974 


19.052 


4,317 


27.343 


9th Infantry Division 


3.834 


17.424 


1.466 


22.724 


4th Infantry Division 


3.808 


16.951 


791 


21,550 


The reader will 


note that 


the five 


divisions 


listed 



above as having sustained the most casualties of all the 
divisions which participated in the campaigns of the 
European-African-Middle Eastern Theater of Opera- 



tions were regular Infantry divisions. There was not a 
special organization like airborne, paratroop, armored 
or mountain Infantry divisions included. Nor was there 
a glamor division included in the lot. The first four 
divisions listed all fought in Africa, Sicily, or Italy, or a 
combination of those places before fighting in France 
and Germany. The 3rd Infantry Division was the only 
one to fight in all those places. The 9th Division fought 
in Africa and Sicily but then pulled out and went to 
England to wait for the Normandy invasion. The 45th 
started its fighting in Sicily and the 36th started its 
battles in Italy. The 4th Division was the only one of the 
first five listed that did not fight in the African and Medi- 
terranean campaigns. However it made the Normandy 
invasion as an assault division and for the number of 
days the division was in the lines it probably suffered 
as large a percentage of casualties as did the 3rd Division. 

While the Third Infantry Division led all divisions 
of the several armies in regard to casualties, the Seventh 
United States Infantry led all units of the division in 
the same field. The main reason for that was that the 
Seventh Infantry was used in assault for all major opera- 
tions of the division when the most casualties were suf- 
fered. The other two regiments of the division, the 15th 
and 30th. had large casualty figures but thty do not 
equal those suffered by the 7th Infantry.^ At least 2130 
deaths were suffered by Seventh Infantry personnel. 
That figure is not final. It may grow larger as informa- 
tion regarding men missing in action becomes known. 
More than 10,000 casualties were suffered by the Seventh 
Infantry during World War II, which is a stupendous 
figure when one considers the normal strength of an 
Infantry regiment during this last war was 3.040 officers 
and men. Only a few divisions suffered more than 10,000 
casualties. It is not known whether there was a regiment 
which suffered more casualties than did the Seventh 
Infantry but it is doubted. 

2 Bulletin, Society of the 3rd Infantry Division. Wash.. D. C., 
Vol. 2. No. 5. May *45. 

3 Battle casualties of the 30th Infantry were 1876 killed, 644 
missing. 5 788 wounded or a total of 8308. Prohme, "Hist, of 
the 30th Inf. Regt., World War H ”, Inf. Journal Press, *47, 
f). 387. 



WORLD WAR II CASUALTY TABLE FOR THE SEVENTH UNITED STATES INFANTRY 



Campaigns^ 


KIA2 


o 

o 


DOH 


MIA*i 


SWA'^ 


LWA’ 


POW^^ 


SIA^> 


LIA’«> 


Totals 


French Moroccan 


46 


3 


0 


4 


79 


66 


0 


0 


0 


198 


(8-11 Nov, 1942) 

Tunisian 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


0 


5 


(6-13 May 1943) 

Sicilian 


120 


29 


2 


28 


338 


156 


1 1 


8 


0 


692 


(10 July-17 Aug. 1943) 

Southern Italy 


248 


29 


1 


33 


151 


521 


41 


2 


67 


1.093 


(22 Sept.- 17 Nov. 1943) 
Anzio-Rome 


657 


65 


6 


205 


687 


1.247 


258 


19 


178 


3,322 


(22 Jan. -4 June 1944) 
From the Riviera to the Rhine . 


470 


42 


7 


143 


535 


1.342 


87 


4 


98 


2,728 


( 1 5 Aug. -20 Dec. 1944) 

Colmar Pocket 


173 


25 


1 


38 


165 


483 


23 


4 


49 


961 


(21 Dec. 1944- 18 Feb. 1943) 
German 


167 


12 


5 


17 


173 


589 


222 


1 


38 


1.224 


( 1 5 Mar. -4 May 1 945 ) 

Between campaigns or after termina- 


0 


0 


21 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


21 


tion of war in Europe .... 
Totals 


1.883 


205 


43 


468 


2,128 


4.407 


642 


38 


4 30 


10.244 



^ Dates indicate the first and last days that the 7th Infantry participated in the respective campaigns. - Killed in action. 3 Died of wounds. 
■* Died of injuries. ^Missing in action. ^Seriously wounded in action. ~ Lightly wounded in action. ^ Prisoners of war. ® Seriously 
injured in action. Lightly injured in action. 
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Of the units comprising the Seventh Infantry the 
rifle companies were hardest hit because of their forward 
positions. The heavy weapons companies were next in 
line for most casualties sustained and were followed by 
the command groups. The safest place to be in the 
Regiment was in Service Company. 

Over three-fourths of the deaths suffered by Seventh 
Infantrymen during the war were suffered by Privates 
and Privates First Class. Of the officers who died over 
80% were Second and First Lieutenants. 

A study of the table showing the running tally of 
deaths to Seventh Infantry personnel will also tell the 
days when the Regiment was most heavily engaged. 

An attempt was made to compile a table which would 
show the casualties for Regimental Combat Team 7 but 
due to the rapid breakup of the team after 4 May 1945, 
the redeployment of the personnel, and the demobiliza- 
tion of many of the units, that was not possible. The 
necessary figures could not be secured from the War De- 
partment in time to be included in this volume. 

The Seventh Infantry is greatly indebted to the sup- 
porting and attached combat and service units which 
rendered heroic and untiring efforts to support and scrv 
the Regiment during World War II combat. The many 
accomplishments of the Regiment could not have been 
attained without the loyal and efficient support of those 
units. 

Nine officers and 52 enlisted men of the 10th Field 
Artillery Battalion, and 25 enlisted men of Company 
“A”, 10th Engineers, are definitely known to have sac- 
rificed their lives during the war just ended. Their names 
are listed with the glorious dead. Many men from those 
units were wounded but the numbers are not known. 
Heavier casualties in killed and wounded were suffered by 
Company “A”, 756th Tank Battalion. Company “A”, 
601st Tank Destroyer Battalion, the Detachment, 441st 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery (AW) Battalion, Company 
“A", 3rd Medical Battalion, and the various chemical 
mortar units which supported the Regiment, but the 
numbers and names are not known. 



NUMBERS OF 7th INFANTRY PERSONNEL 
KNOWN TO HAVE SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES 
DURING WORLD WAR II LISTED BY UNITS^ 



Units 


Men 


Officers 


Total 


Rifle Companies 

Company “A" 


183 


15 


198 


Company “B ' 


138 


6 


144 


Company “C " 


177 


10 


187 


Company “E” 


210 


5 


215 


Company “F” 


173 


6 


179 


Company “G’' 


160 


5 


165 


Company “I" 


147 


7 


154 


Company “K" 


176 


11 


187 


Company “L” 


167 


9 


176 


Heavy Weapons Companies 
Company “D’' 


94 


4 


98 


Company “H" 


68 


4 


72 


Company “M" 


84 


9 


93 


Headquarters Groups 
First Battalion 


57 


7 


64 


Second Battalion 


39 


2 


41 


Third Battalion 


37 


2 


39 


Regimental- 


29 


7 


36 


Other Units 
Medical Detachment 


51 


0 


51 


Anti-Tank Company 


15 


4 


19 


Cannon Company 


8 


2 


10 


Service Company 


3 


0 


3 


Totals 


2016 


115 


2131 



1 Includes those known to have been killed or died of wounds 
received in action and died of injuries but does not include those 
who were listed as missing in action and after a year were declared 
dead by the War Department. Also table does not include all 
who may have died of wounds received because when men were 
wounded and evacuated they were officially transferred from the 
Regiment. In cases where seriously wounded personnel died quite 
some time after being evacuated no records of their deaths were 
received by the 7th Infantry. 

^ Regimental Headquarters Group includes the Regimental Field 
and Staff, the Regimental Battle Patrol and Regimental Head- 
quarters Company. 



NUMBERS OF 7th INFANTRY PERSONNEL 
KNOWN TO HAVE SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES 
DURING WORLD WAR II LISTED BY 
GRADE OR RANK 

Grades Totals 



Privates 

Privates First Class 
Technicians Fifth Grade 
Corporals . 

Technicians Fourth Grade 

Sergeants 

Staff Sergeants . 

Technical Sergeants 

Master Sergeants 

First Sergeants 

Second Lieutenants 

First Lieutenants . 

Captains 

Lieutenant Colonels 



894 

747 

32 

59 

8 

145 

100 

21 

1 

9 

48 

49 
16 

2 



Totals 2131 



RUNNING TALLY OF DEATHS TO 
SEVENTH INFANTRY PERSONNEL 
DURING WORLD WAR II 



FRENCH MOROCCAN CAMPAIGN 



Date 


No. of Dfjrhi 




Typ* 


of Operation or Cause of Death 


8 


Nov. '4 2 


15 






. African Invasion 


9 


Nov. '42 


2 






. African Invasion 


10 


Nov. '42 


26 






Attack on Casablanca 


11 


Nov. '42 


3 






Attack on Casablanca 


12 


Nov. '42 


1 






. Died of wounds 


14 


Nov. '42 


1 






Died of wounds 


23 


Nov. '42 


1 






Died of wounds 


29 


Dec. '42 


1 






. Died of wounds 


30 


Dec. '42 


1 






Died of wounds 


25 


Feb. '43 


1 






Died of injuries 


18 


April '43 


2 

TUNISIAN 


. Died of injuries 

CAMPAIGN 


12 


May ‘4 3 


1 






Reserve 


13 


May '4 3 


1 






Reserve 


30 


May '43 


1 






Died of injuries 


27 


June '43 


1 

SICILIAN 


Died of injuries 

CAMPAIGN 


10 


July '43 


22 






Invasion 


13 


July ’43 


2 






Pursuit action 


16 


July '43 


7 






Pursuit action 


20 


July '43 


1 






Pursuit action 


21 


July '43 


1 






Pursuit action 


3 


Aug. '43 


1 






Pursuit action 


8 


Aug. '43 


4 






Pursuit action 


9 


Aug. '43 


31 






. Fight for Hill di Marco 


10 


Aug. '43 


39 






. Fight for Hill di Marco 


1 1 


Aug. '43 


23 






. Fight for Hill di Marco 


12 


Aug. '43 


4 






Pursuit action 


13 


Aug. '43 


3 






Pursuit action 


15 


Aug. '43 


8 






Pursuit action 


16 


Aug. '43 


3 






Pursuit action 


17 


Aug. '43 


2 






Pursuit action 


19 


Aug. '4 3 


1 






Pursuit action 


3 


Sept. '4 3 


1 . . . . Pursuit action 

NAPLES FOGGIA OR 
SOUTHERN ITALY CAMPAIGN 


22 


Sept. '43 


1 






Pursuit action 


24 


Sept. '4 3 


8 






Pursuit action 


26 


Sept. '43 


3 






Pursuit action 


27 


Sept. '4 3 


2 






Pursuit action 
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Date 




No. of Deaths 




Type of Operation or Cante of Death 


Ditr 




No. of Draihf 




Type of Operation or Caotc of Death 


28 


Sept. 


'43 


1 




Pursuit action 


18 


Mar. 


'44 


3 




. Defensive warfare 


29 


Sept. 


'43 


3 




Pursuit action 


21 


Mar, 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


30 


Sept. 


'43 


1 




Pursuit action 


22 


Mar. 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


2 


Oct. 


'43 


1 




Pursuit action 


23 


Mar. 


'44 


4 




. Defensive warfare 


3 


Oct. 


'43 


1 




Pursuit action 


24 


Mar. 


'44 


6 




. Defensive warfare 


5 


Oct. 


'43 


1 




Pursuit action 


25 


Mar. 


'44 


4 




. Defensive warfare 


7 


Oct. 


'43 


2 




Pursuit action 


26 


Mar. 


'44 


2 




. Defensive warfare 


8 


Oct. 


'43 


3 




Pursuit action 


13 


April 


'44 


2 




. Defensive warfare 


10 


Oct. 


'43 


2 




Pursuit action 


14 


April 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


12 


Oct. 


'43 


1 




Pursuit action 


17 


April 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


13 


Oct. 


'43 


41 




Volturno Crossing 


18 


April 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


14 


Oct. 


'43 


7 




Pursuit action 


19 


April 


*44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


15 


Oct. 


'43 


14 




Enemy counterattacks 


20 


April 


•44 


1 




, Defensive warfare 


16 


Oct. 


'43 


47 




Enemy counterattacks 


21 


April 


'44 


5 




. . Defensive warfare 


17 


Oct. 


'43 


5 




Pursuit action 


22 


April 


'44 


3 




. Defensive warfare 


18 


Oct. 


'43 


3 




Pursuit action 


23 


April 


'44 


4 




. Defensive warfare 


19 


Oct. 


'43 


2 




Pursuit action 


24 


April 


'44 


7 




. Defensive warfare 


20 


Oct. 


'43 


2 




Pursuit action 


25 


April 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


21 


Oct. 


'43 


6 




Pursuit action 


26 


April 


'44 


2 




. Defensive warfare 


22 


Oct. 


'43 


3 




Pursuit action 


28 


April 


'44 


3 




. Defensive warfare 


23 


Oct. 


'43 


7 




Pursuit action 


5 


May 


*44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


24 


Oct. 


'43 


4 




Pursuit action 


12 


May 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


26 


Oct. 


'43 


4 




Pursuit action 


22 


May 


■44 


2 




. Defensive warfare 


27 


Oct. 


'43 


2 




Pursuit action 


23 


May 


'44 


54 




Breakthrough operations 


28 


Oct. 


'43 


4 




Pursuit action 


24 


May 


'44 


38 




Breakthrough operations 


29 


Oct. 


'43 


1 




Pursuit action 


25 


May 


■44 


24 




Breakthrough operations 


1 


Nov. 


'43 


5 




Pursuit action 


26 


May 


'44 


6 




Push to Rome 


2 


Nov. 


'43 


2 




Pursuit action 


27 


May 


•44 


10 




Push to Rome 


3 


Nov. 


'43 


10 




. Attack on Barbara Line 


28 


May 


'44 


18 




Push to Rome 


4 


Nov, 


'43 


11 




. Attack on Barbara Line 


29 


May 


'44 


6 




Push to Rome 


5 


Nov. 


'43 


12 




. Attack on Barbara Line 


30 


May 


'44 


6 




Push to Rome 


6 


Nov. 


'43 


18 




. Attack on Barbara Line 


31 


May 


'44 


18 




Push to Rome 


7 


Nov. 


'43 


3 




. Attack on Barbara Line 


1 


June 


'44 


24 




Push to Rome 


8 


Nov. 


'43 


6 




. Attack on Barbara Line 


2 


June 


'44 


7 




Push to Rome 


9 


Nov. 


'43 


6 




. Attack on Barbara Line 


3 


June 


'44 


18 




Push to Rome 


11 


Nov. 


'43 


12 




. Attack on Barbara Line 


4 


June 


'44 


6 




Push to Rome 


13 


Nov, 


'43 


2 




. Attack on Barbara Line 


5 


June 


'44 


2 




. Died of wounds 


14 


Nov. 


'43 


1 




. Attack on Barbara Line 


7 


June 


'44 


2 




Died of wounds 


16 


Nov. 


'43 


7 




. Attack on Barbara Line 


17 


June 


'44 


1 




Died of wounds 


1 


Dec. 


'43 


1 




. Died of wounds 


19 


June 


'44 


1 




D'ed of wounds 


25 


Dec. 


'43 


1 




Died of wounds 


21 


June 


'44 


1 




Died of wounds 








ANZIO-ROME 


CAMPAIGN 






FROM 


THE RIVIERA TO THE RHINE 


22 


Jan. 


'44 


10 




. Nettuno Landing 


15 


Aug. 


'44 


58 




Invasion 


23 


Jan. 


'44 


1 




Consolidation of beachhead 


16 


Aug. 


'44 


5 




Pursuit action 


26 


Jan. 


'44 


1 




Consolidation of beachhead 


17 


Aug. 


'44 


3 




Pursuit action 


27 


Jan. 


'44 


1 




Consolidation of beachhead 


18 


Aug. 


'44 


5 




Pursuit action 


28 


Jan. 


'44 


1 




Consolidation of beachhead 


19 


Aug. 


'44 


1 




Pursuit action 


30 


Jan. 


'44 


42 




Attack for Cisterna di Littoria 


21 


Aug. 


'44 


2 




Pursuit action 


31 


Jan. 


'44 


53 




. Major German counterattack 


22 


Aug. 


'44 


1 




Pursuit action 


1 


Feb. 


'44 


16 




Major German counterattack 


23 


Aug. 


'44 


3 




Pursuit action 


2 


Feb. 


'44 


54 




. Major German counterattack 


28 


Aug. 


'44 


4 




Pursuit action 


3 


Feb. 


'44 


8 




. Defensive warfare 


29 


Aug. 


'44 


7 




Pursuit action 


4 


Feb. 


'44 


3 




. Defensive warfare 


2 


Sept. 


'44 


1 




Pursuit action 


5 


Feb. 


'44 


4 




. Defensive warfare 


4 


Sept. 


'44 


2 




Pursuit action 


6 


Feb. 


'44 


2 




. Defensive warfare 


5 


Sept. 


'44 


3 




Pursuit action 


7 


Feb. 


'44 


4 




. Defensive warfare 


6 


Sept. 


'44 


7 




Pursuit action 


8 


Feb. 


'44 


5 




. Defensive warfare 


7 


Sept. 


'44 


6 




Pursuit action 


10 


Feb. 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


9 


Sept. 


'44 


5 




Pursuit action 


1 1 


Feb. 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


10 


Sept. 


'44 


5 




Pursuit action 


13 


Feb. 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


1 1 


Sept. 


'44 


4 




Pursuit action 


14 


Feb. 


'44 


2 




. Defensive warfare 


12 


Sept. 


'44 


1 




Pursuit action 


16 


Feb. 


'44 


28 




. Major German counterattack 


13 


Sept. 


'44 


7 




Pursuit action 


17 


Feb. 


'44 


5 




. Defensive warfare 


14 


Sept. 


'44 


11 




Pursuit action 


18 


Feb. 


'44 


3 




. Defensive warfare 


15 


Sept. 


'44 


20 




Fight for Vy-lcs-Lurc 


19 


Feb. 


'44 


9 




. Defensive warfare 


16 


Sept. 


'44 


4 




Pursuit action 


20 


Feb. 


'44 


6 




. Defensive warfare 


18 


Sept. 


'44 


1 




Pursuit action 


21 


Feb. 


'44 


4 




. Defensive warfare 


20 


Sept. 


'44 


3 




Pursuit action 


22 


Feb. 


'44 


2 




. Defensive warfare 


21 


Sept. 


'44 


6 




Pursuit action 


23 


Feb. 


'44 


2 




. Defensive warfare 


22 


Sept. 


'44 


8 




Pursuit action 


24 


Feb. 


'44 


2 




. Defensive warfare 


24 


Sept. 


'44 


4 




Pursuit action 


25 


Feb. 


'44 


2 




. Defensive warfare 


25 


Sept. 


'44 


7 




Pursuit action 


26 


Feb. 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


26 


Sept. 


'44 


3 




Pursuit action 


29 


Feb. 


'44 


34 




Major German counterattack 


27 


Sept. 


'44 


10 




Fight for Rupt-sur-Moselle and 


1 


Mar. 


'44 


24 




. Major German counterattack 


28 


Sept. 


'44 


3 




Ferdupt 


2 


Mar. 


'44 


1 1 




. Major German counterattack 


29 


Sept. 


'44 


7 




Fight for Rupt-sur-Mosellc and 


3 


Mar. 


'44 


20 




Maior German counterattack 


30 


Sept. 


'44 


13 




Ferdupt 


4 


Mar. 


'44 


27 




. Major German counterattack 


1 


Oct. 


'44 


7 




Pursuit action 


5 


Mar. 


'44 


6 




. Defensive warfare 


3 


Oct. 


'44 


1 




Pursuit action 


6 


Mar. 


'44 


9 




. Defensive warfare 


4 


Oct. 


'44 


3 




. Fight for Vagney and Sapois 


7 


Mar. 


'44 


4 




. Defensive warfare 


5 


Oct. 


'44 


9 




. Fight for Vagney and Sapois 


8 


Mar. 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


6 


Oct. 


•44 


15 




. Fight for Vagney and Sapois 


9 


Mar. 


'44 


3 




. Defensive warfare 


7 


Oct. 


'44 


1 1 




. Fight for Vagney and Sapois 


1 I 


Mar. 


'44 


3 




. Defensive warfare 


8 


Oct. 


'44 


6 




. Fight for Vagney and Sapois 


12 


Mar. 


'44 


6 




. Defensive warfare 


9 


Oct. 


'44 


3 




. Fight for Vagney and Sapois 


1 3 


Mar. 


'44 


5 




. Defensive warfare 


10 


Oct. 


'44 


2 




. Fight for Vagney and Sapois 


14 


Mar. 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 


1 1 


Oct, 


'44 


1 




. Fight for Vagney and Sapois 


16 


Mar. 


'44 


2 




. Defensive warfare 


13 


Oct. 


'44 


1 




. Defensive warfare 
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Date 



No. of Dtaiha Type of Operatioo or Caoae of Dcacb Date 



No. of Deaths Tfpr of Operation or Cansc of Death 



14 


Oct. '44 


2 


. . . Defensive warfare 


15 


Oct. 


'44 


1 


. . . Defensive warfare 


20 


Oct. 


■44 


7 


. . . Pursuit action 


21 


Oct. 


'44 


10 


. . Pursuit action 


22 


Oct. 


■44 


14 


Pursuit action 


23 


Oct. 


'44 


2 


. . . Pursuit action 


24 


Oct. 


'44 


2 


. Pursuit action 


25 


Oct. 


'44 


I 1 


. Fighting in Mortagne River Valley 


26 


Oct. 


'44 


8 


. Fighting in Mortagne River Valley 


27 


Oct. '44 


5 


. Fighting in Mortagne River Valley 


28 


Oct. '44 


5 


, Fighting in Mortagne River Valley 


29 


Oct. '44 


8 


. Fighting in Mortagne River Valley 


30 


Oct. 


'44 


8 


. Fighting in Mortagne River Valley 


31 


Oct. 


'44 


11 


. Attack on Le Haute Jacques 


1 


Nov. 


'44 


6 


. . Attack on Le Haute Jacques 


2 


Nov. 


'44 


6 


Attack on Le Haute Jacques 


3 


Nov. 


’44 


20 


. Attack on Le Haute Jacques 


4 


Nov. 


'44 


16 


. . Attack on Le Haute Jacques 


5 


Nov. 


'44 


1 


. . . . Pursuit action 


6 


Nov. 


'44 


3 


. . . . Pursuit action 


7 


Nov. 


'44 


2 


Pursuit action 


8 


Nov. 


'44 


1 


. . . Pursuit action 


9 


Nov. ’44 


1 


. . . . Pursuit action 


10 


Nov. ’44 


1 


. . . . Defensive warfare 


1 1 


Nov. 


'44 


1 


. . . . Defensive warfare 


13 


Nov. 


'44 


1 


. . . . Defensive warfare 


20 


Nov. 


'44 


31 


. Meurthe Crossing 


21 


Nov. 


'44 


8 


. . . . Pursuit action 


22 


Nov. 


'44 


9 


. . . Pursuit action 


23 


Nov. 


'44 


8 


. . . . Pursuit action 


24 


Nov. 


'44 


4 


. . . . Pursuit action 


29 


Nov. 


'44 


2 


Pursuit action 


30 


Nov. 


'44 


1 


. . . . Pursuit action 


1 


Dec. '44 


9 


Apartment House Battle 


2 


Dec. '44 


1 


Apartment House Battle 


8 


Dec. '44 


1 


Watch on the Rhine 


9 


Dec. '44 


1 


Watch on the Rhine 


1 1 


Dec. '44 


1 


Watch on the Rhine 


20 


Dec. '44 


1 


Watch on the Rhine 



26 


Mar. 


'45 


24 








Rhine Crossing 


27 


Mar. 


'45 


6 








Pursuit action 


28 


Mar. 


'45 


2 








. Pursuit action 


29 


Mar. 


'45 


1 








Pursuit action 


31 


Mar. 


'45 


7 








. Pursuit action 


2 


April 


'45 


4 








Pursuit action 


5 


April 


'45 


4 








Pursuit action 


6 


April 


'45 


2 








Pursuit action 


8 


April 


'45 


6 








Pursuit action 


9 


April 


'45 


4 








. Pursuit action 


10 


April 


'45 


2 








Pursuit action 


1 1 


April 


'45 


2 








. Pursuit action 


12 


April 


'45 


1 








Pursuit action 


14 


April 


'45 


1 








. Pursuit action 


15 


April 


'45 


1 








Pursuit action 


16 


April 


'45 


6 








Battle of Numberg 


17 


April 


'45 


2 








Battle of Numberg 


18 


April 


'45 


6 








Battle of Numberg 


19 


April 


'45 


4 








Battle of Numberg 


20 


April 


'45 


2 








Battle of Numberg 


21 


April 


'45 


1 








Guarding mission 


22 


April 


'45 


1 








Guarding mission 


26 


April 


'45 


2 








Pursuit action 


27 


April 


'45 


2 








. Pursuit action 


29 


April 


'45 


1 








Pursuit action 


3 


May 


'45 


2 








Pursuit action 


4 


May 


'45 


1 


Capture 


of Salzburg and Berchtesgaden 


12 


May 


'45 


1 








Died of injuries 


4 


June 


'45 


1 








Died of injuries 


13 


June 


'45 


1 








Died of wounds 


14 


July 


'45 


2 








Died of injuries 


30 


July 


'45 


2 








Died of injuries 


7 


Aug. 


'45 


1 








Died of injuries 


17 


Sept. 

Total 


'45 


1 

2131 








. Died of injuries 



SEVENTH UNITED STATES INFANTRY 
WAS AN ALL-AMERICAN REGIMENT 



COLMAR POCKET CAMPAIGN 



24 


Dec. 


'44 


1 








. Defensive warfare 


26 


Dec. 


'44 


1 








. Defensive warfare 


28 


Dec. 


'44 


3 








. Defensive warfare 


31 


Dec. 


’44 


2 








. Defensive warfare 


1 


Jan. 


'45 


1 








. Defensive warfare 


2 


Jan. 


'45 


3 








, Defensive warfare 


4 


Jan. 


'45 


1 








. Defensive warfare 


5 


Jan. 


'45 


2 








. Defensive warfare 


6 


Jan. 


'45 


2 








. Defensive warfare 


8 


Jan. 


'45 


2 








. Defensive warfare 


9 


Jan. 


'45 


1 








. Defensive warfare 


14 


Jan. 


'45 


2 








. Defensive warfare 


15 


Jan. 


'45 


1 








. Defensive warfare 


16 


Jan. 


*45 


7 








Raid in Force 


17 


Jan. 


•45 


3 








. Defensive warfare 


18 


Jan. 


'45 


1 








. Defensive warfare 


20 


Jan. 


'45 


1 








. Defensive warfare 


22 


Jan. 


‘45 


5 








La Fecht Crossing 


23 


Jan. 


'45 


26 








First Attack 


24 


Jan. 


'45 


10 








First Attack 


25 


Jan. 


'45 


23 








First Attack 


26 


Jan. 


'45 


6 








First Attack 


27 


Jan. 


'45 


5 








First Attack 


29 


Jan. 


'45 


5 






Crossing of Canal de Colmar 


30 


Jan. 


'45 


20 








Second Attack 


31 


Jan. 


'45 


8 








Second Attack 


1 


Feb. 


'45 


4 








Second Attack 


3 


Feb. 


'45 


27 








Third Attack 


4 


Feb. 


'45 


4 








Third Attack 


5 


Feb. 


'45 


14 








Third Attack 


6 


Feb. 


'45 


4 








Third Attack 


9 


Feb. 


'45 


1 








Watch on the Rhine 


17 


Feb. 


'45 


2 








Watch on the Rhine 


18 


Feb. 


’45 


1 . . . 

GERMAN CAMPAIGN 


Watch on the Rhine 


12 


Mar. 


'45 


2 








Drowning accident 


14 


Mar. 


'45 


2 








Entry into Germany 


15 


Mar. 


'45 


35 








Entry into Germany 


16 


Mar. 


'45 


7 








Pursuit action 


17 


Mar. 


'45 


2 








Pursuit action 


18 


Mar. 


'45 


19 








Siegfried Line Attack 


19 


Mar. 


'45 


15 








Siegfried Line Attack 


20 


Mar. 


'45 


2 








Pursuit action 


21 


Mar. 


'45 


3 








Pursuit action 


24 


Mar. 


'45 


1 








Pursuit action 



In times past the Seventh Infantry has been thought 
of as a “southern regiment" because of its nickname of 
the “Cotton Baler" Regiment. Also it has been thought 
of as a “western regiment" because during the period 
between the two world wars it was stationed for the 
most part in the western parts of the country. The Regi- 
ment has been in continuous Federal service since 1808 
and served in the same service from 1798 to 1800. It 
has always been All-American and especially was that so 
during the great war just ended. Men from every State 
of the Union and the District of Columbia served with 
the Regiment in World War II and some from each state 
and the district lost their lives. 



NUMBERS OF 7th INFANTRY PERSONNEL 
KNOWN TO HAVE SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES 
DURING WORLD WAR II LISTED BY STATES 
OF THE UNION FROM WHICH THEY CAME 



States 

New York . 
Pennsylvania 
Ohio . 

Illinois 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

New Jersey . 

California 

Kentucky 

Indiana 

North Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Alabama 

West Virginia 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Maryland 

Washington 

Georgia 



Totals 

243 

210 

135 

132 

106 

92 

86 

74 

71 

61 

59 

52 

50 

49 

48 

44 

42 

38 

36 

34 

34 

32 



289 
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FELTNER. Herman. Pfc.. 35471 196. Co. • B”. Busy. 
Kentucky. 

FOOTE, Glenn S.. S/Sgt.. 6575615. Co. “C”. Princcn- 
ton, Minnesota. 

FREEMAN. Daniel E., Pvt.. 17010901. Co. ' B •. 

Oighton. Kansas. 

GEHMAN. Webster. Pfc.. 33233288. Co. 'B . Bow- 
mansviile. Pennsylvania. 

GREENWOOD. Percy J.. Pfc.. 36127875, Co. ‘ C ’. 
Bay City. Michigan. 

GUNKEL. Raymond B.. Pvt.. 3 5 668599. Co. "E . Mel- 
bourne. Kentucky. 

HALLETT, Linn W.. Jr.. Pvt.. 33356997. Co. ' F •. 
Wilkes Barrc. Pennsylvania. 

HAMMON. Frank E.. Pfc.. 16146718. Co. ‘A-. 

Chicago. Illinois. 

HEYLMUN. Leroy J. Pvt.. 35741 733. Co. -B”. 

Piedmont. West Virginia. 

HOLMES. Richard B.. Pvt., 1315321 3. Co. “A ‘. 

Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

HUMPHREY. Roy W.. Pvt.. 15102940. Co. 'G ”. 
Miami. Florida. 

JONES. Roy E.. Pfc.. 35668202, Co. * K”. Norwood. 
Ohio. 

KATZ. Herman. Pvt., 32307194. Med. Det.. Newark. 
New York 

LANDRUS. Raymond J., Pvt., 20700565, Co •L*. 
St. Cloud. Minnesota. 

LARSON. Hans L.. S/Sgt.. 17006107. Sv. Co.. Wat- 
ford City. North Dakota. 

MARONE. Michael J.. Pfc.. 17001145. Co. "D”. Owa- 
tonna. Minnesota. 

MILLS. Earl W.. Sgt.. 17012664. Co. ‘-C”. Clear 
Lake. South Dakota. 

MORTON. James R.. Sgt., 35010928. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Medina. Ohio. 

MURPHY. Paul C.. 1st Lt.. 0-1295254. Co. T‘. 
Fairmont. Minnesota. 

OLVIS. Harvey E., S/Sgt., 351 18783, Co. ••K”, Day- 
ton. Ohio. 

PATTERSON. Orville J.. Pfc.. 355 1 8801. Co. ' M •. 
Cleveland. Ohio. 

PIERCE. Frank C.. Pvt.. 1 5 1 1 7737, Co. ’K '. Dayton. 
Ohio. 

PUTNAM. John E . 1st Lt.. 0-419404, Co. ' M •. 
Seattle. Washington. 

RICHMOND. Burl G.. Pvt.. 356371 31. Co. "B •, Pluto. 
West Virginia. 

SHORT. Harlan. Pfc., 35101242, Co. "L-. Vernon. 
Indiana. 

SHOWERS. Leroy B.. Pfc., 33 233 247, Co. "A ', Stev- 
ens. Pennsylvania. 

TERRY, Wirt B.. Pfc.. 381 16639. Co. ‘B ‘. Savoy. 
Texas. 

TODESCO. Pasqnale A.. Pvt . 31 135255. Co. 'B'. 
Boston. Massachusetts. 

WENDT. Herman A.. Pvt., 6579519. Med. Det., Fargo. 
North Dakota. 

WYATT. Henry J., Jr. Pfc.. 6956057, Co. '‘M”, 
Franklin, Arizona. 

11 AUGUST 194 3 

BARAN, Thomas S., Pfc., 33246528. Co. ' B". Black 
Lick. Pennsylvania. 

BOONE, Carl W.. S/Sgt., 18016505, Co. ‘ K -. Lub- 
bock. Texas. 

COX. Kenneth R.. T/4, 6825259. Co. "B”. Omaha. 
Nebraska. 

DINGUS. Henry M . Pfc., 345 71432, Co. * E”. Brox- 
ton. Georgia. 

FOURNIER, Leon W.. Pfc., 31078388. Co. ‘T’. 
Lowell, Massachusetts. 

HAUTALA. Arne J.. Pfc.. 31 133820. Co. “F", Rock- 
port. Massachusetts. 

HODGE, Frank L.. Pvt., 3443 7800. Co. "F ’, Ruther 
Fordton. North Carolina. 

LOVELL. William R., Pvt., 3 563 71 14. Co. "B". 
Spanishbnrg, West Virginia. 

LYON, James A.. Pfc., 16072239. Co. *T', Peoria, 
Illinois. 

MALONE. Leo J.. Pvt.. 37207035. Co. "H”. Oakley. 
Kansas. 

MEDNICK. Milton. Pfc., 12085965, 1st Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 

Edgemore, Long Island. New York. 

MINTER. Earnest C.. Pvt., 37368416. Co. "M •. 

Bates City, Missouri. 

MOORE. Frank C.. Pvt.. 34396458. Co. "D”. Grant. 
Alabama. 

MURDOCK. David N , 1st Lt.. 0-1287749. Co. • I”, 
Temple. Arizona. 

NELSON. Arnold G.. CpL, 37036892. Co. "B". 

Beresford. South Dakota. 

PEARSON. Ernest E.. 1st Sgt.. 6349233. Co "B”, 
North Port, Alabama. 

POFF. Henry E.. Pvt., 36445820, Med. Det., Bradford. 
Illinois. 

RICHMOND. Carson D., Pvt.. 35636975, Co. 'B'. 
Brichton. West Virginia. 

SASSO. Frank. Pfc.. 33232658. Co. '‘E". Reading. 
Pennsylvania. 

SMITH. John W.. Pvt., 12172132. Co. "E". Rome. 
New York. 

ST. CYR. George. Pvt.. 31186644, Co. T'. Green- 
field, Massachusetts. 

WATTS. Franklin L., Pvt., 343161 14. Co. "I”. 
Nakina. North Carolina. 

WELLINGHAM. Alan H.. Cpl.. 39009909. Co. “B”. 
Oakland. California. 

12 AUGUST 1943 

MEININGER. Walter W.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1294701. Co. 
"B”. Louisville. Kentucky. 

MORGAN. James C.. Sgt.. 1 70 1 1 783. Co. “H’. 
Tacoma, Washington. 

SIMON. Harold J.. Pvt., 35566670. Co. "C”. Detroit. 
Michigan. 

WIMSETT. Forrest L. Pfc.. 1 904932 1. Co. •‘I". 
Georgetown, Illinois. 



13 AUGUST 1943 

BURRGESS. William A.. Pfc.. 36049420. 1st Bn Hqrs 
Co.. Chicago. Illinois. 

JORDAN. Roy W . Pfc.. 33215479. Co. * K' . Roanoak. 
V'irginia. 

SABELIC. Mike, Pvt.. 3339693 3. Co. ' B'. Midland. 
Pennsylvania. 

15 AUGUST 1943 

CARICO. Hugh V.. Capt.. 0-337748. Co. ' C Jackson. 
Minnesota. 

GAMPERL. Frank. Cpl.. 3 5010409. Co. 'C -. Cleve- 
land, Ohio 

HAYWARD. William A . Pvt., 35404998. Co. "C '. 
Springfield. Ohio. 

KILBURN. James R . 1st Lt . 0-463441. Co "C , 
Rawlins. Wyoming. 

SMITH. Charles A.. Jr.. Pvt . 33490067. Co. “C”. 
Palmerton, Pennsylvania. 

STINE. Daniel A . Pvt . 36424587. Co. "C •. Ypsilanti, 
Michigan. 

TONER. Raymond K.. Pvt., 33256286. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 

Co.. Lewiston. Pennsylvania. 

WILLIAMSON. Charles R.. Pfc . 33346102. Co. ‘C”. 
Bath, Pennsylvania. 

16 AUGUST 194 3 

DYE. Paul H.. Jr.. Pvt.. 14136709. Co. •F”. North 
Augusta. South Carolina. 

OLIVER. Clyde H.. Pfc.. 18 135979. Co. ”E ■. Hamp- 
ton. Arkansas. 

WILLIAMS. Marvin D.. T/5. 6954193. Co. •F’. 
Frederick. Oklahoma. 

17 AUGUST 1943 

CUPKA. John L.. Cpl.. 37092223. Co. ‘ C •, Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. 

19 AUGUST 194 3 

DUDZIK. John. Jr . Pfc.. 35010765. Co. -G -. Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 



Naples-Foggia or Southern Italy 
Campaign 

22 SEPTEMBER 194 3 

BORER. Fred J. Cpl. 35010892, Co. "F”. Lorain 
Ohio. 

24 SEPTEMBER 194 3 

DEYLE. Forrest B.. Pfc.. 12095979. Co. ‘M *. Ilion 
New York. 

DOOLEY. Frank J,. T/4, 17004175, 3rd Bn. Hqrs 
Co.. Omaha. Nebraska. 

FISHER. Charles P., Pfc., 35 1 18977, Co. "K”. Nich- 
olasville, Kentucky. 

KEEFER. Norman R.. Pfc., 33233007. Co. “E". 

Upper Strasbourg. Pennsylvania. 

MILLER. Paul J.. Sgt.. 351 18784. Co. •’M". Spring 
Valley. Ohio. 

RODGERS. William H.. T/5, 35017163. 3rd Bn 
Hqrs. Co.. Bellevue. Ohio. 

SMITH. Nevin K.. Pfc., 33243544. Co. 'E *. Glen 
Rock. Pennsylvania. 

VILCOT. Jules P., T/5. 16039966, Co. -M”, Pana, 
Illinois. 

26 SEPTEMBER 1943 

CHRAPEK. Walter T.. Cpl., 31 126239. Co. ‘F”. 

Springfield. Massachusetts. 

GEE. Albert. Pvt.. 343 57054, Co. "F”, Cordele. 
Georgia. 

SCROGHINES. Raymond E., Pfc., 35696886, Co. "C". 
Scipio. Indiana. 

2 7 SEPTEMBER 1943 

McCOY. Thornton D., Pvt.. 3 7283917. Co. ‘E". 

Minneapolis. .Minnesota. 

RAKOWSKI. Frank H.. Pfc.. 35201904, Co. •A”. 

Wierton, West Virginia. 

28 SEPTEMBER 1943 

WEAKLEY. Luther R.. Pvt.. 33455048. Co. "A”. 

Washington. District of Columbia. 

2 9 SEPTEMBER 1943 

DOWLING. Edwin S.. Jr.. Pfc., 19044301, Co. "A •. 
Draper, South Dakota. 

ELLIOTT. William F.. Pvt., 6951676, Co. “I". Paris. 
Texas. 

HART. Loron S.. Pvt.. 361 27861. Co. "C”. Bay City. 
Michigan. 

30 SEPTEMBER 194 3 

BREAZIER. Louis W., Pvt.. 3 7207425, Co. ‘L”. 
Lincoln. Kansas. 

2 OCTOBER 1943 

MADRICK, Frank J.. Pfc.. 20233766, Co. •'G*. 
Newburgh. New York. 

3 OCTOBER 1943 

SAKOCIUS. George C.. Pfc.. 33358822. Co. ■G", 
West Pittston. Pennsylvania. 

5 OCTOBER 194 3 

CRAWFORD. Melvin L., T/5, 19014077, Sv. Co. 
Shevlin, Oregon. 

7 OCTOBER 1943 

EDWARDS. Charles W., Jr., Capt.. 0-406915. Cn. 
Co., Seattle. W’ashington. 

THORNTON. Samuel W.. Pfc.. 39306934, Cn. Co., 
Klamath Falls. Oregon. 
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8 OCTOBER 1943 

BANKS. John R . 2nd Lt.. 0-1308909. Regtl. Hqrs. Co. 
Newark. New Jersey. 

WRAY. Bert H.. 1st Lt.. 0-1288341, 2nd Bn Hqr*. 
Co.. Minneapolis. Minnesota. 

YOUNG. Vernon W.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1302085, 1st Bn. 
Hqrs. Co.. Plainvilte. Massachusetts. 

10 OCTOBER 194 3 

GRIEBSTEIN, Alfred. Jr.. Pfc.. 31 132044. 1st Bo- 
Hqrs. Co . Hamilton. Massachusetts. 

MARTIN. Willis G. Pfc.. 33246306, 1st Bn Hqr*. 
Co.. Williamsport. Pennsylvania. 

12 OCTOBER 194 3 

GRIFFIN. Anthony N.. Pvt.. 38382382. Co. 

Golden Meadow, Louisiana. 

13 OCTOBER 1943 

BELL. Carl M.. Cpl., 36128333. Co. ‘D ’. Wyandotte. 
Michigan. 

BIRD. Charles R.. Pvt . 35497198. Co. l\ Willsbnr*. 
Kentucky. 

BOWYER, Cloyd A.. Cpl.. 35153489, Co. "D". Loo- 
gansport. Indiana. 

BROUILLARD. Alcide J. Pvt , 31 183742. Co. -D". 
Woonsocket. Rhode Island. 

BULL. Harry E . Pvt., 33204377, Med. Det., Balti- 
more. Maryland. 

BURNS. James G , Pfc.. 1700131 1. Co. ‘H ’. Leavea- 
worth. Kansas. 

DETTY. Arthur C., T/5. 3 5271 786. Co. *‘L '. Jacksoei. 
Ohio. 

FARRELL. John P.. Pfc., 36034013. AT Co.. Chicago. 
Illinois. 

FOLEY, William C.. Cpl.. 36035539. AT Co.. Cbicagea. 
Illinois. 

KOZAR. George A.. Pfc.. 130863 3 2. Co. "D '. Wil- 
merding, Pennsylvania. 

LATEGANO. Vincent W.. Pvt.. 32615581, Co. 

New York. New York. 

LEDESMA. Domingo S.. Pfc.. 38032125. Co *'L”. 
San Antonio. Texas. 

LEMASTER, Junior. Pvt.. 35436266. 2nd Bn. Hqrs- 
Co . Manila. Kentucky. 

MANNING, Angelo. Pvt.. 32784067. Co. ‘ C ". Bronx. 
New York. 

McALOON. Eugene G.. Pvt., 31245 549, 1st Bn. Hqrs. 

Co.. Pawtucket. Rhode Island. 

McDonald. Joe V.. Pvt., 34449123. Co. ' r'. Griffin. 
Georgia. 

McNEELY, Jeff, 2nd Lt.. 0-1300352, 3rd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. IdaloQ. Texas. 

MOODY. Ted R.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1303757. AT Co.. Talla- 
dega. Alabama. 

MURPHY. John E.. Pvt.. 3 1267632. Co ‘C”. Berlin. 
New Hampshire. 

NEWALL. Alfred R., Jr.. Pfc.. 31 109504. AT Co.. 
Rochester. New Hampshire. 

OLAETA. Laurence. Pfc., 39028084. Co. “D' . Lerve- 
IcKk, Nevada. 

PARRISH. Clarence S.. 1st Lt.. 0-1296893. Co “I ', 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

PEDERSON. Henry R.. Pfc.. 36249965. Co. "L”. 
Seymour, Wisconsin. 

REED. Russell F-. Cpl., 36246722. Co. "L". Marsh- 
field. Wisconsin. 

RUGGIERO. Rafael A.. Pvt.. 31287215. Co. "A”. 
Springfield. Massachusetts. 

SANTEE. Eugene G.. Pfc., 17006041. Co. **F’*. Cannem 
Ball. North Dakota. 

SCHERER. Arthur H.. Pvt.. 7031302. Co. "D”. Fond 
du Lac. Wisconsin. 

SCHLECKTE. Edwin J.. Pvt.. 36434428, Co. \ 
Worden, Illinois. 

SHOLLEY. Glenn L.. Pfc.. 3 501 1046. Co. ' L". Akron. 
Ohio. 

SPECTOR. Bernard. Pvt.. 34546438, Co. -I”. Miami. 
Florida. 

ST. GERMAIN. Francis F.. Pvt.. 31 186543. Co "K”. 
Oxford. Massachusetts. 

SUMNER. Guy W.. Cpl.. 39381 131. 3rd Bn Hqrs. Co . 
Yakima. Washington. 

TATUM. Jack M.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1296934. Co. "C ’. 
THOMPSON. Melville L.. Pvt.. 35369395. Co. ‘T'. 
Sheridan, Illinois. 

UHRICH, Clarence A., 1st Sgt., 6861713, "Co "I". 
Lot Angeles, California. 

VOGT. Glennon J., Sgt.. 19028774. Co. "D". Monett. 
California. 

WILKINS. Johnnie W.. Sgt.. 63 73302. Co "L”. 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

WILLIAMS. Charlie. Pvt.. 1407085 1. 2nd Bn Hqrs. 
Co.. Lexington, Mississippi. 

WOODSON. Waldo, Sgt., 35034062, Co "L". Colum- 
bus. Ohio. 

YETTER, Howard I., Pfc.. 33256251. Co. "G ". Bum- 
ham. Pennsylvania. 

ZIELINSKI, Frank H., Sgt., 6564966. Co. "D ". Gary. 
Indiana. 

14 OCTOBER 1943 

FRUBACK, Anthony. Sgt., 6877927. Co. "F’ . New 
York. New York. 

GEBHART. Nicholas H.. Sgt.. 17012677. Co. "E •. 
Watertown. South Dakota. 

JUAREZ. Frank M.. Pfc.. 19012451. Co. "D". Stock- 
ton, California. 

MILLER. Raymond J.. Pfc.. 37098919. Med. Det.. 
Devils Lake. North Dakota. 

PRISTAS. Joseph. Pfc.. 33370221. Co "M '. Beth- 
lehem, Pennsylvania. 

VUKMIROVICK, Nick. Pvt., 36731989. Co "A". 
Chicago. Illinois. 

WILKERSON. Robert A.. Pvt.. 34396659. Co "G". 
Ward. Alabama. 

15 OCTOBER 1943 

CURRY. William J.. Cpl. 36506734, Co. "M". 
Detroit, Michigan. 

DREIBELBIES. Robert A.. S/Sgt . 6945051. Co. "B". 
Allentown, Pennsylvania. 
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FLEMING, Jerald B.. Pvt.. 14107933, Co. ‘I Ozark, 
Alabama. 

HESS. Mike. Sgt.. 6580510. Co. “G Aberdeen. 
Washington. 

HUFNAGEL. Thomas J. Pvt.. 33312992. Co. ‘E’-. 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

JENKINS. Grady L.. Pvt.. 34440129. Co. ' K '. Tignall. 
Georgia. 

LAUDERDALE. Calvin M.. Pvt.. 35369320. Co ' K ”. 
Hammon, Indiana. 

LEVIN, Ralph L.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1307715. Co. T’. 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

MOHLOR. Glover C.. Pvt., 33446300. Med. Dct., 
Shenandoah. Virginia 

ODONNEl.L. John E.. Pfc.. 33319560, Co. G . 

Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

SCHULMAN, Philip. Pvt., 32809060, Co. "K '. Brook- 
lyn, New York. 

SIPE, Warren H.. Pfc.. 33243469. Co. ‘E •. Mount 
Wolf. Pennsylvania. 

STONE. John T.. Pvt . 34329 163. Co 'K '. Tulla- 
homa. Tennessee. 

SWANSON. Elston A.. Cpl., 3 72063 1 5, C* T’. Kansas 
City, Missouri. 

16 OCTOBER 194 3 

ADERHOLD, Calvin D., Pfc.. 34397681. Co. K . 
Jacksonville, Alabama. 

ALLEN. Alonzo. Pvt., 3 2667639. Co. ■'H', South 
Glens Falls. New York. 

ANDERSON. Chester A.. Pvt., 3^206472, 1st Bn. 

Hqrs. Co.. Bolokow. Missouri. 

CARDENAS. Raymond H.. Pvt.. 39265177. Co. "I •. 
Montouia, California. 

CARDWELL, Preston. Pvt., 35489933. Co. 'A”. 
Morgantown, Kentucky. 

CARLSON. Cecil H.. Cpl.. 371 14642. Co. ' K”, Coland. 
Nebraska. 

CURR. Charles H.. Pfc.. 19010473. Co. “H •, Chester. 
Idaho. 

CURRY. Glendie M., Sgt.. 352102070. Co. "K ’. Ger- 
mania. West Virginia. 

DEMCHOCK. Theodore T.. Pvt.. 32586137. Co "H , 
KOvDcster. New York. 

DILLARD. Barney P.. Cpl.. 62995 75. Co. "M' , Hous- 
ton. Texas. 

DURDON, Stephen. Pvt.. 33382193, Co. - C ’. Balti- 
more, Maryland. 

ELDRIDGE. Walter C.. Pfc., 14097531, Co. ' K 
Benton. Massachusetts. 

FRENCH, Charles E.. Pfc.. 39542760. Co. “E". Los 
Angeles, California. 

GARRETT, Ira B.. Pvt., 38133606, Co. 'M . Mc- 
Caulley. Texas. 

GERHARDT, Elmer E, K.. Pvt., 37128443. Co. "H 
Lincoln. Nebraska. 

HAMLIN. Everett. Pfc.. 35201970, Co. • K ”. Pikes- 
ville, Kentucky. 

HAMMONS. Clifford D.. Sgt.. 19051576, Co. “E 
Trinidad, Colorado. 

HARBISON, Frank. Pfc.. 32541005. Co. "B' . Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania. 

HILL. John W.. Pvt.. 15316148. Co. Charles- 

ton. West Virginia. 

HUGHES. Marshal V„ Pfc.. 34397678. Co. "K-. 
Jacksonville, Alabama. 

I2ZO. Carmine J.. Pvt.. 32792023, Co. “E ’. Bronx. 
New York. 

JANDEL. Joseph F., Sgt., 17012669, Co. ' E”. Zell, 
Sooth Dakota. 

KICKLIGHTER. Hartridge W.. Pvt.. 34686723, Co. 
'T‘. GIcnnville, Georgia. 

LAUTENSCHLAGER. Russell D., Jr.. Pfc.. 35 588054. 
Co. "K”. Orrville. Ohio. 

LEMPKE, Orlan P.. Cpl., 37121080. Co. "H Gris- 
wold, Iowa. 

MARVNYCZ. George. Pvt., 36280192. Co. ‘ T . 
Butternut, Wisconsin. 

MARMARELO, Angelo, Cpl., 32308007, Co. **H’. 
Jersey City. New Jersey. 

McNALLY. Thomas J.. Pvt.. 36709132. Co. •‘D ’. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

MASON .Harry S.. Pfc.. 33345798. Co. *H”. Dan- 
ville, Pennsylvania. 

MORES. Stephen E.. Pvt., 35253874, Med. Det., 
Whiting. Indiapa. 

MURPHY, William G., Pvt., 33441983. Co. •C”, 
Dillwyn. Virginia. 

NORLAND. Archie, Sgt., 6863050, Co. "E”. Iron- 
wood, Michigan. 

PARTICKI. John. Pfc.. 19044285, Co. “L ’. Hawkins. 
Wisconsin. 

PIERCE. Wilbur R.. Pvt . 34397777. Co. "D *. Geor- 
giana, Alabama. 

PORTER. John M., Pvt.. 65 78740. Med. Det.. Stroud. 
Oklahoma. 

REINERTSEN, Paul A.. Sgt., 39010045, 1st Bn. Hqrs 
Co.. Hayward. California. 

SANCHEZ. Regino B.. Pfc.. 38158719, Co. "M ”, 
Conception, Texas. 

SCARPINATO, Joseph. Pfc., 3 23 75 740, Co. “C'. 
Lockport, New York. 

SCHINDEL. Fred J., Pvt., 36632422, Co. "C”, Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 

SEA. Sidney C.. Pfc., 35664478, Co. “E”, Sinai, 
Kentucky. 

SELL. Gerhardt W.. Pvt.. 36246431, Co. "H '. Green- 
wood. Wisconsin. 

SHANK. Earl L., Pvt., 35605772, Co 'M', Akron, 
Ohio. 

SIMMONS, Marcus A.. Sgt.. 6547287. Co. ' C”. Grande 
Ronde. Oregon. 

SLOAN. William J.. Pvt.. 39184525, Co. “K”. Ya- 
kima, Washington. 

TAYLOR. Arbury R.. Pfc., 35201 188, Co. •’H', 
Alderson. West Virginia. 

THOMPSON. Glenn O.. Cpl.. 39167440. Co. •‘K ", 
San Pedro. California. 



YTURRI. John. Sgt.. 39085094. Co. •‘B'. Barstow, 
California. 

17 OCTOBER 194 3 

HASELWOOD. Leroy A., Capt.. 0-354715. 1st Bn. 
Hqrs. Co.. Gardner. Kansas. 

HOLLIDAY. Charles T.. Pfc.. 32554805. Co. •K”. 
Newark, New Jersey. 

LORENSON. Wilbert F.. Pvt.. 35345520. Co. -‘B”. 
Port Clinton. Ohio. 

MePHERSON. Roland N.. Pvt.. 3 2838762, Co. "B”. 
Guilford, New Jersey. 

ULMER. Nevin R.. Pfc.. 333 1 1614, Co. ‘ H , Malvery. 
Pennsylvania. 

18 OCTOBER 194 3 

DUART. James F.. Pvt., 3 1303302. Co. ’ D”. South 
Dighton, Massachusetts. 

MERRILL. Clement F.. Pfc.. 3 23 509 50, Co. “L' , War- 
wick. New York. 

WROE. Edmund. Jr.. 1st Lt., 0-1301580. 3rd Bn. 
Hqrs. Co., Clinton. Kentucky. 

19 OCTOBER 1943 

CARNEAL. Ernest H.. Pvt.. 130755 24, Co. T'. 
Alexandria. Virginia. 

20 OCTOBER 194 3 

ALLFORD. Roy H.. Pvt., 33348858. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co., Pittstin. Pennsylvania. 

RIORDAN. Eugene T.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1 3 1 1359, Co. -L ’, 

21 OCTOBER 194 3 

HOLAWAY. Jesse C.. Sgt.. 37349866. Co. ‘ F '. Mont- 
rose, Colorado. 

KING. Charles L., Pfc , 381 1 7572. Co. "M Boyd, 
Texas. 

LAFERTY. Floyd, Pvt.. 35448543, Co. ' E ', Allen. 
Kentucky. 

RED. Alvin W.. Sgt.. 695621 1, Co. ' G ', Wheeler. 
Texas. 

SMITH. Wallace E.. Pfc., 14097563. Co. ' G '. Gun- 
town. Mississippi. 

WORTHINGTON. Elbert T., Pfc., 35202019, Co. T’, 
Riverton, Kentucky. 

22 OCTOBER 194 3 

ETZOLD. James J.. Sgt.. 17012369, Co. ‘ F". Inde- 
pendence, Kansas. 

KOSCO, John P.. Pfc.. 35010514. Co. • M '. Barber- 
ton. Ohio. 

WARD, Maysill E.. Pvt., 37243977, Co. -A'-. Kansas 
City, Missouri. 

23 OCTOBER 194 3 

BENTLEY. Ray. Pvt., 36183472, Co. 'A '. Beaulah. 
Michigan. 

BUWEN. Frank D.. Pvt.. 32528453, Co. "M •. Free- 
port, New York. 

FORTIN. Delmar R. Pfc., 37285398, Co. ‘M”. 
Edgelcy. North Dakota. 

HILL. Baxter L.. Pvt.. 35723457, Co. *T’. Providence. 
Kentucky. 

JOHNSON. Harry J.. Cpl,. 37043990. Co. “L '. Sea 
City. Iowa. 

RUSSELL. Alexander H.. 1st Lt., 0-279673, Co. ' L". 
Jacksonville, Illinois. 

THOMPSON. Weldon G . Pfc., 37453287, Co. ' D”. 
Superior, Wyoming. 

24 OCTOBER 1943 

HUBER. Lothar F.. Pvt.. 32789737, Co. "C '. Brook- 
lyn. New York. 

NEVILLE. Ben W., 2nd Lt.. 0-1310623. Co. • K”. 
Dallas. Texas. 

WARRINGTON, Stanley R., Pfc., 36569478. Co • C”. 
Saginaw. Michigan. 

WERZBICKI. Walter F., Pfc.. 36128419. Co. ‘M ". 
Detroit. Michigan. 

26 OCTOBER 194 3 

CANCELA. Jnsto. Pvt.. 3 2863643. Co. ‘K". Bronx. 
New York. 

McGRATH. Joseph E.. Pvt., 31308606. Co. ‘ K ’. 
Brockton, Massachusetts. 

SENATORE. Frank. Pvt.. 12087714. Co. ' L". Brook- 
lyn, New York. 

ZALKA. Louis J., Pfc., 36128413. 2nd Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 
Detroit, Michigan. 

27 OCTOBER l’943 

HEAD. Earl. Jr.. Sgt., 35010754. Co. "F '. Cleveland. 
Ohio. 

MAZZA, Vincent A.. Pvt . 35518845. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Cleveland, Ohio. 

28 OCTOBER 194 3 

BROPHY. Arthur C.. Jr., Pvt., 31295934. Co. ' B ’. 
Malden, Massachusetts. 

CHINE. Joseph. Pvt., 35394530, Co. “B”, Orrville. 
Ohio. 

MILLER. Walter M.. Pvt.. 31186469, Co. ’‘l\ Web- 
ster. Massachusetts. 

WINTER. Virgil W.. Cpl.. 19048477, Co. ‘ B •. Bakers- 
field, Cailfomia. 

29 OCTOBER 194 3 

KNUCKLES. James L., Sgt., 3515341 7, Regtl. Hqrs. 
Co., Alexander. Indiana. 

I NOVEMBER 194 3 

ALLEN. Elvin C. Pvt.. 38342815, Co. *'L”, Ropesville. 
Texas. 

BAYNUM, Leroy W.. Pvt., 35668562. Co “L •. Cali- 
fornia. Kentucky. 
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POLENSKY. Frank. Pvt., 37284003. Co. "C’. Bcl- 
field. North Dakota. 

ROSSOMONDO. Angelo. Pvt., 33467125. Co. "E". 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

WATERS. Robert A , Sgt.. 6574811. Co. ‘'C ’, North 
Bend. Oregon. 

2 NOVEMBER 194 3 

BOWEN, Thomas D.. Jr.. Pvt.. 32869728. Co. 'L”. 
Brooklyn. New York. 

ROTH. Randal C . Pvt.. 35052885. Co. "I”. Warren, 
Ohio. 

3 NOVEMBER 1943 

BROWN. Alexander A . Pvt.. 36586836. Co. ‘ L”. 
Detroit. Michigan. 

BUCK. Clovis C.. Pvt., 33535753. Co. ‘E ’. Roanoke. 
Virginia. 

CHARZYINSKI. Ray F.. Pvt.. 3 5517059. Co. -E". 
Cleveland. Ohio. 

LAHNA. Leo E.. Pvt.. 3 5416659. Co. “L". Coshoc- 
ton. Ohio. 

NICHOLSON. George E.. Pfc.. 15104840. Co. ‘E ". 
Indianapolis. Indiana. 

STUARD, Warren G.. Pfc., 3 5664616. 2nd Bn Hqrs. 
Co., Georgetown, Kentucky. 

URBAN, William C.. Pvt.. 32485206. 3rd Bn. Hqis. 
Co.. Kenton, Delaware. 

WALKER. Raymond T., Pvt.. 36569752. Co. •’K”. 
Detroit Michigan. 

WUBBINS. Vernon L.. Pvt., 6567052. Med. Det.. 
Yakima, Washington. 

ZALEWSKI. Constantine J.. Pvt.. 3 2842295. Co. “E'\ 
North Tonawanda, New York. 



4 NOVEMBER 194 3 

ARCHABAL, John R.. Pvt.. 39327582. Co. "K”. Ely. 
Nevada. 

BLACKENBURG. William J.. Jr., Pfc.. 3334 245 7. Co. 

“L”, Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

FRANK. Delmar A.. Pvt., 3 6812013. Co. ’K", Burnett. 
Wisconsin. 

GLEAVES, James a. Pvt.. 34525816. Co. *’L”. Nash- 
ville. Tennessee. 

PIE. Justin A.. 2nd Lt . 0-440899. Co. "L '. Smith- 
ville. New Jersey. 

REGISTER. William J, Pvt.. 34764932. Co -L'. 
Atlanta. Georgia. 

ROBERTELLI. Pasquale A.. Pvt.. 32614765. Med. 

Det., New York. New York. 

SILOVICH. Joseph M.. Pvt., 35045690. Co. *T'. 
Youngstown. Ohio. 

TAORMINA. Vincent J.. Pvt.. 32784046. Co. 'K *. 
New York. New York. 

URSO. Charles J.. Pfc.. 32341317. Co. •'L”, New 
York. New York. 

WILLIAMS. James B.. Pvt.. 34491310. Co. "E”, 
Limestone. Tennessee. 

5 NOVEMBER 194 3 

ALBERT. Thomas A.. Pvt.. 32860943. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 

Co.. Lindenhurst. New York. 

AMATUCCl. Severino. Pvt.. 32869 3 39. Co. "E”. 
Brooklyn. New York. 

BENNETT. Jerome W.. Pvt.. 33551 141, Co. "C-. Sea- 
ford. Delaware. 

CORSEN. Joseph G.. Pvt.. 33590489. 1st Bn. Hqrs.. 

Co.. Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

FAIRCHILD. James W.. Cpl.. 35118697. Co. ’ C ‘. 
North Bend. Ohio. 

MORGAN. Coy L., Capt.. 0-1287743. Co. "E”. Pres- 
cott. Arizona. 

OSBORN. Delbert, Pfc.. 16151339. Co. "C ’. Caro. 
Michigan. 

OUTLAW. Stewart C.. Pvt., 34368030. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 

Co., Charlotte, North Carolina. 

PALLADINETTI. Pasquale L.. Pvt.. 33592160, Co. 

“C ”, Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

PHILLIPS, William. Pvt., 32539503. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Bronx. New York. 

RHODES. Roy. Pfc., 37396870. Co. "G*, Frederiek- 
town. Maine. 

ROBBLEE, Peter L., Pvt.. 31035700. Co. "E '. Dor- 
chester, Massachusetts. 

6 NOVEMBER 1943 

ACKLEY. Kenneth R., Pvt.. 36569596, Co. ”E” Hem- 
lock, Michigan. 

ARCHER. Davis M.. Cpl., 34105855. Co. •’H”. Dayton. 
Alabama. 

BIAGA. Stanley J., Cpl.. 32066549. Co. "G ’. Union 
Beach. New Jersey. 

BULLER. Vernon H . Sgt , 19 046022. Co. "G -, Hal- 
stead, Kansas. 

CARLIN, John A.. Pvt., 33370367. Co. “G”. Coal- 
dale, Pennsylvania. 

DI PIETRA. Mariano J , Pvt . 39285935. Co. "E '. 
Los Angeles, California. 

IRVIN, Roy D.. Pvt., 367383 12, Co. "E”, Dale. 
Illinois. 

MANZO. Canuto M.. Pvt.. 39554642. Co. “G". Man- 
rovia, California. 

MAZZARIELLO. Paul E.. Pvt.. 32756434. Co. "H”. 
Camden. New Jersey. 

MERRITT, Edwin L.. Pvt., 34571 364. Co. "E '. Moul- 
trie. Georgia. 

PIERSON. J. C.. Pvt.. 38228401. Co. ”G '. O Brien. 
Texas. 

REDDING. Clarence D.. Pvt.. 32735229. Co. “G”. 
Rochester, New York. 

SHAY. Everett A., Pfc., 121 72142. Co. •'£’•. Waler- 
eliet. New York. 

STEINBERG. Albert J.. Pvt , 32861 715. Co. "G •. 
Brooklyn. New York. 

STROUPE. Edwin J.. CpL, 35003790. Co. "E ', Worth- 
ington. Ohio. 
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TINNELL. CUffnce. Pvt.. 34285805. Co "G Kno*- 
villr. Tcnneisff. 

WALSH. Carl N., Pvt.. 3 2778908. Co. -G -. Franklin. 

New Jertey. 

WATSON. Donald P.. Pvt.. 3645 3944. Co. "G '. Kala- 
mazoo. Michigan. 

7 NOVEMBER 194 3 

McDOLE. Riley J.. Jr.. Pvt.. 32769265. Co •'K ’. 
Newton. New Jersey. 

VARGA. Steve J.. Sgt.. 35010695, Co. "F ”. Massillion. 
Ohio. 

WILLIAMS. Harry L.. Pvt . 34397655. Co ' G •, Jack- 
sonville. Alabama. 

8 NOVEMBER 194 3 

BRENNAN. William L.. Pvt . 32678078. Co ’ A . 
Syracuse. New York. 

FETTO. August F.. Pvt.. 16010549, Regtl. Hqri. Co . 
Detroit. Michigan. 

HOBBS. Francis C . Pvt.. 3 6480227, Co. ’ F '. East 
St. Louis, Illinois. 

JOHNSON, Robert T., Sgt.. 17010716. Co. “K •. Para 
gonld. Arkansas. 

KNUDSON, Herbert S.. Pvt . 3 2869107. Co. “F '. 
Brooklyn. New York. 

MEEKS. Martin L.. Pvt.. 34722619. Co. "F". Coal- 
mont. Tennessee. 

9 NOVEMBER 194 3 

ANDERSON. Robert L.. Pfc.. 6948008. Co. •’H ". 
North East. Pennsylvania. 

DOBIECKI. Matthew T.. Pfc.. 36304166. Co. “G . 
Chicago. Illinois. 

DUDLEY. Noble P.. Pvt.. 3673 1677. Co. ‘ F ’. La 
Porte, Indiana. 

MARTINEZ. Basil J., Pfc.. 19049586. Co. "F”. No- 
pomo. California. 

MAYER. Stanley E.. Pfc.. 39014944, Co. "F •. North 
Fork. California. 

VAUGHN. Alfred D.. Pvt.. 34645 700. Co "E . Paco- 
let. South Carolina. 

II NOVEMBER 194 3 

CALE. James E.. Cpl.. 17015545, Co "F . Newport. 

Arkansas. 

DOLAK. John M.. Pvt.. 32771085. Co. "E '. Alpha. 
New Jersey. 

ELKINS. Eddie. CpL. 6970146, Co. • D". Alabama 
City. Alabama. 

ELMES. John D.. Sgt.. 35118760. Co. ‘ H ’. West 
Eckton. Ohio. 

GAINES. Delbert. Pvt.. 35466897. Co • F’ . Forfleet. 
Kentucky. 

GREGORY. Lewis S.. 2nd Lt.. 0-2055477. Co. "B”. 
Union. South Carolina. 

HAZELWOOD. Leonard A.. Pfc.. 33 1 26657. Co. ”E”. 
Stuart. Virginia. 

NETT. Ralph H.. Pvt.. 37207632. Co. ‘H -. Mount 
Hope. Kansas. 

NEWBURY. Russell W.. 1st Lt . 0-1284192. Co. ‘ H ‘. 
Pasadena, California. 

QUEENSBERRY. Henry C. Pvt . 3 35 28065. Co. ' E 
Sylvatns. Virginia. 

ROMAN, Michael. Pvt.. 33 5 73885, Co. ’ D Cleve- 
land. Ohio. 

WARD. Melvin L.. Pvt.. 34438632. Co. ‘ G •, Alfreds. 
North Carolina. 

13 NOVEMBER 194 3 

KONDART. Teddy S.. Pfc . 3 501 0‘>14. Co. ‘ G ". 
Campbell. Ohio 

McCRAE. Edwin. Pfc.. 39304644. Co ‘ H ’. Yachats. 
Oregon. 

14 NOVEMBER 194 3 

NEAL. Donald. Cpl. 3734975 9. Co. "M- . Dolares. 
Colorado. 

16 NOVEMBER 194 3 

ANDERSON. Thomas J.. Pvt.. 3 6640518. 1st Bn 
Hqrs. Co.. Chicago. Illinois. 

ARAMBULA. John M.. Pvt.. 38402165. Co "L". 
Enid. Oklahoma. 

GEBING. Howard V.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1 285 741. Co. T'. 
Brewster. New York. 

HARRIS. Lonnie M,. Pfc.. 34438654. Co - C . Mount 
Airy, North Carolina. 

JOSEPH. Lee. S/Sgt., 3501 1042. Co. M . Akron. 
Ohio. 

MITCHELL. John C.. Sgt.. 181084 76. Co I”. Tulsa. 
Oklahoma 

TOMES. Gilbert D., Pvt., 34396430, 1st Bn. Hqrs 
Co.. Guntersville, Alabama. 

2 5 DECEMBER 194 3 

FISHER. Robert L.. Pfc.. 33 256173. Co. -C”. Ama- 
ranth. Pennsylvania. 



Anzio-Rome Campaign 

22 JANUARY 1944 

ADAM. Armand. Pvt., 31307426. Co. ‘’C “. Lawrence. 

Massachusetts. 

BENSON. Calvin S., Pfc., 31321115. Co "K”. Port- 
land, Maryland. 

BROWNBACK. James R., S/Sgt., 19018596, Co. ' K”. 
Butte. Montana. 

COOLEY. Fred W.. Pvt., 36820891. Co. ‘B ”. Mil- 
waukee. Wisconsin. 

GERHART. John M.. Jr.. Pvt., 35655877. Co. *‘C”. 
Richmond, Virginia. 

LINDSEY. Max D.. Pvt.. 37245 270. Co “K'. Half- 
wav. Missouri 



NELSEN. Leroy N , Pfc.. 3 728981 3. Co. ' C \ Albert 
Lea. Minnesota. 

ROONEY. Waller F., Pfc . 31306625. Co. ' B '. 
Brighton. Massachusetts. 

STEFANINI. Peter P.. Pfc.. 3 1309764. Co. "C •, 
Framingham. Massachusetts. 

YUSKO. Andrew J . Pvt.. 3 1 329409. Co. *B . Bridge- 
port. Connecticut. 

23 JANUARY 1944 

SCHRYVER. Albert K.. Pfc . 32863981. Co ' C ’. 
College Place, New York. 

26 JANUARY 1944 

MAURAN. Howard J, Pfc.. 32852693. Co M . 

West Point, New York. 

27 JANUARY 1944 

ANDERSON. Gordon A . Sgt.. 38140123. Co. "M ". 
Waskom. Texas. 

28 JANUARY 1944 

REECE. Charles E., Pvt.. 347291 23. Co. *L '. Wall- 
ing. Tennessee 

30 JANUARY 1944 

BARONE. Joseph J.. Pvt.. 36586461. Co. “C‘‘. 
Detroit. Michigaq. 

BERUMEN. Tony F., S/Sgt.. 37463476. Co. 'F”. 
Gibbon. Nebraska. 

CAMPBELL. Edward G., Pfc. 36127953. Co. •C". 
Clio. Michigan. 

CHINCHILLA, John J., Pvt.. 33679455. Co ■F*. 
Ambridge. Pennsylvania. 

COWLING. James W.. T/Sgt.. 6955286. Co. 'C'. 
Anna. Texas. 

DAVIDSON, Russell G.. Pvt., 35554375. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Amherst. Ohio. 

DUDDLESTON. William J.. Pvt.. 363 13920. Co. 
“C". Chicago. Illinois. 

EHRHART. Charles E . Pvt.. 31259202. Co. “F '. 
Wickford. Rhode Island. 

FALCO. Anthony J.. Pvt . 3 133591 8, Co. "C”. Bridge- 
port. Connecticut. 

FARRIS. Henry T.. Jr., Pvt . 14 I 507 10. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co., Augusta, Georgia. 

FRANKWICH. Joseph M.. T/5. 3 2647659. Med. Det., 
Brooklyn, New York. 

GRAMA. John G.. Pvt., 36753 5 25. Co. ’F ’. Chicago. 
Illinois. 

GUNSALLUS. Russell C. Pvt.. 33759674. Co. "C". 
Tyrone. Pennsylvania. 

HAINES. John E.. Pvt.. 3 3 507668. Co. ‘ C’. Coates- 
ville. Pennsylvania. 

HALL. Francis G.. Pfc.. 33564218. Co. "F ". Tunnel- 
ton. West Virginia. 

HEATER. Wallace W.. T/Sgt.. 65 75 237. Co. ■C”. 
Sherwood. Oregon. 

HOFFMAN. Albert G.. Pvt . 3 2857295. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Utica. New York. 

HUGHES. Herbert H,. Pvt., 33634203. Co. 'H*. 
Nelly Ford, Virginia. 

KRAUSE, Frederick L.. Pvt.. 36822824, 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Janville. Wisconsin. 

LYNCH, Steve M., Pvt.. 3 505 5891. Co. "L '. Lake- 
wood. Ohio. 

MAYBERRY, Kenney C.. Sgt.. 17086910. Co. "H". 
Denver. Colorado. 

MELGARD. William J.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1309089. Co. "C’. 
Baltimore. Maryland. 

MOLNAR. Frank. Pfc.. 3 3623174. Co. "F”. Allen- 
town, Pennsylvania. 

NICOLETTl. Paul. Pvt., 32871 192. Co. “C”. New 
York. New York. 

O’HANLON. Arthur F. Pfc. 33595393. Co. 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

ORTIZ. Vevo. S/Sgt., 6954168, Co. •*F'. Gardner. 
New Mexico. 

POINTS. Otto L., Pfc . 3 7004302. Co. "C”. Crane. 
Missouri. 

POST. Harlan. Pvt.. 3 7443 14 2. Co. "C ”. Albia. Iowa. 
RANCOURT, Augustin C.. Pfc.. 31321982. Co. ’’C ’. 
Lewiston. Maine. 

SAMPLES. James V.. Sgt., 35690274. Co. "C'. Hatton. 
Kentucky. 

SCARFO. Vincent. Pvt.. 3 2613828. Co. "C”. Brook- 
lyn. New York. 

SPENCE. John T.. Pfc.. 3 563861 5. Co. *'F ”, Soldier. 
Kentucky. 

TOSKOS. Sotiris. Pvt.. 3 270168 3. Med. Det.. New 
York. New York. 

VIOLA. James V., Pfc.. 31327645. Co. •'C'. West 
Hartford. Connecticut. 

WALSH. Charles R.. Pfc.. 33563227. Co. 'C”. Cre- 
saptown. Maryland. 

WARD, Christopher C.. Pfc.. 34666533. Co. 'F'. 
Whiteville. North Carolina. 

WASHINESKI, John L.. Pvt., 33603569. Co. "F”. 

Bellaire. Long Island. New York. 

WEAKLEY. Alvin W,. 2nd Lt.. 0-1318239. Co. ’F ”. 
Hershey. Nebraska 

WEAVER. Robert L.. Pvt.. 33760983. Co. *‘L”. Lewis? 
ton. Pennsylvania. 

WEBB. William P., Pfc.. 38444291. Co. ‘T”. Farm- 
ersville. Texas. 

ZABARSKY. Herbert. Pfc.. 12877381. Med. Det.. 
Bronx. New York. 

ZUPO. William L.. Pfc., 39410888, Co. '’L’’. Vallejo. 
California. 

31 JANUARY 1944 

ABNEY. Alvie. Pfc.. 357289 16. Co. -D’’. Calhoun. 
Kentucky. 

ADKINS. James K.. Pfc.. 3563 1 753. Med. Det.. Spring- 
fi -Id. Iowa. 

ANDERSON, Claude E.. Pvt.. 34760966. Co. ”E ”, 
Dahloncla. Georgia 

BAKER. Raymond R.. Pvt.. 38I54I23. Co. “A”. 
G.ary, Oklahoma. 
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BANSEMER. Theodore C.. T/Sgt. 59160048. Co 
"A ", Holstead. Kansas. 

BARBARA. Stiphen T.. T/5. 32820458. 1st Bn. Hqts. 
Co.. Brexaklyn. New York. 

BENDIGO. Elmer J. 1st Lt.. 0-40287 1. Co ’ A’. 
Lcakville. North Carolina 

BLACK. Paul D,. Pvt . 352 1 7778. Co. "D ’. Byesville. 
Ohio. 

BOISJOLI, Rolland O.. Pfc.. 3 1 338942, Co, ‘ L ’. 
Vk’inooski. Vermont. 

BROWN. Curtis V.. Pvt., 35 704527. Co ”E Wind- 
sor. Kentucky. 

BUMBARGER. William J,. Pvt.. 335 76198. Co. ’A”. 
Clearbeld. Pennsylvania. 

BUSBY. Edward V., 1st Lt.. 0 1294429. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 

Co., Washington. District of Columbia. 

CALLAGY. Ambrose J.. Pfc.. 32658277. Co. * F’. 
New York. New York. 

CHAPMAN. Lionel E.. Pvt.. 385393332. Co. "F". 
Houston, Texas. 

COHEN. Samuel R.. Pvt., 36745278, Co. “E". Chicago. 
Illinois. 

CONTRERAS. William R.. Sgt.. 39161 143. Co. "A", 
Costamesa, California. 

DANKO. Steve P.. Pfc.. 3 2776806. Co. “D Wood- 
ridge. New Jersey. 

DAVIDSON. George H.. Pvt.. 31341577. Co. *'D”. 
Oakville, Connecticut. 

DOBEK. Frank P.. Pvt.. 3 3 277086. Co. ’K”. Merritta- 
town. Pennsylvania. 

DRURY. Charles M.. Pfc . Ml 7 183 3. Co. •’K ”. Greens- 
boro. Alabama. 

DZIAK. Walter. S/Sgt.. 36049065, Co. -D ”. VilU 
Park. Illinois. 

EGY. Orville D.. S/Sgt.. 3 7014159. Co. "R’. Hets- 
ton. Kansas. 

FARINA. Eugene J.. Pvt,, 32308450, Co. "A”. Elm- 
hurst. New York. 

FIX, John W. Pvt., 35 139238. 1st Bn. Hqrs Co.. 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

FREEMAN. Bernard M.. Pvt.. 36661309. Co. ’K ”. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

GILMAN. Herbert R . 2nd Lt.. 0-510222. Co. ’M*. 
Burley. Idaho. 

GORDON, Clifford G. 1st Lt.. 0-1298533. Co. "K ”. 
Worcester, Massachusetts. 

HUGHES. Harlin P.. Sgt.. 34800127. Co. •’A ”. Clay- 
ton. Alabama. 

MACKINEN. Remo R.. Pvt.. 37557545. Co. ”E'. 
Branwood. Wisconsin. 

MATRISS. Frederick J.. Pvt.. 329105 78. Co. ’K ”. 

East Rutherford. New Jersey. 

MAYO. John A., 1st Sgt.. 6955354. Co. ’B’ . Whites- 
burg, Texas. 

NEUWIRTH. Julius, Pvt.. 32653829. Co. "F ’. Bronx. 
New York. 

OLSON, Truman O . Sgt.. 36246624. Co. ’B ’. Cam- 
bridge. Wisconsin. 

PLANTIER. Eugene G.. Pfc.. 312686 72. 3rd Bn. 

Hqrs. Co.. Hudson Hills. New Hampshire. 

REINIG. Walter H.. Sgt.. 3 7035972. Co. ”E ”. Omaha. 
Nebraska. 

REYNOLDS. Earle G.. Sgt.. 69 5 266. Co. ’’B ”. Antlers. 
Oklahoma. 

REYNOLDS. John E.. Pfc.. 3 2769256, Co. 'D'. 
Summit. New Jersey. 

ROBERTS. Gordon W., Pfc.. 3665625 5. Co. *’K ’. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

SANTONACITA. Lewis. Pvt.. 32910722. Co. ”L ’. 
Carlton Hill. New Jersey. 

SPIDLE, Jack D.. Pfc., 34707509. Co. "E”. Leeds, 
Alabama. 

STIERMAN. John E., Pvt.. 37602076. Co. "D”. St. 
Louis. Missouri. 

STOESSEL. Carl A.. Cpl.. 39605647. Co. "D '. Rapelje. 
Montana. 

TESTER, Charles L.. Pvt.. 33536217. Med. Det.. 
Grundy. Virginia. 

USCHMANN. Raymond E.. Pfc., 36649572. Co. ' D *. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

VALENTIN. Emilio. De J.. Pfc., 3289754 2. Co. “K ”. 
New York. New York. 

VALENTINO. Nicholas F.. S/Sgt.. 32358203. Co. 

“M”. Graniteville. New York. 

VAN ECK. William R.. Pfc.. 32776777. Co. ’ E 
Kearney. New Jersey. 

WAGONER. John V.. Pfc.. 3 5 668496. Co. ”F ’. Cali- 
fornia. Kentucky. 

WALLIN. John H.. Pfc.. 19012028. Co. -D’*. Oakland. 
California. 

WEBB. Richard F.. Pvt.. 15089 205. Med. Det.. Charles- 
ton. West Virginia. 

WEILACHER. Emden L.. Pvt.. 33434486. Co. ’K’'. 
Hallton, Pennsylvania. 

WILLIAMS. Raymond H.. Pvt., 35655852. Co. *E’. 
Rowe. West V'irginia. 

WONG. Sing. Pfc., 39164091. Co. ‘D’’. Los Angeles. 
California. 



1 FEBRUARY 1944 

CHERNITZKY. Seymour. Pfc.. 121 13935. Co. “F*. 

Mount Vernon, Westchester. New York. 

CREWS. Hilman V.. S/Sgt.. 36049470. Co. •’D". 
Golden Gate, Illinois. 

D’ANGELO. Melvin Pfc.. 33477042. Co. -’F ”. Phila- 
delphia. Pennsylvania. 

DOMINGO, Joseph A.. Jr., S/Sgt.. 39015007. Co. ”G ’. 
Oakley, California. 

FRANKS, Albert W.. 1st Sgt.. 17001 124. Co. “D”, 
Knox. North Dakota. 

GOODWIN, Lawrence E., Pfc.. 31330166. Co. ' D ”. 
Dorchester. Massachusetts. 

HARDWICK, Willis J.. Pfc.. 36481960. Co. ”G”. 
White Hall. Illinois. 

HUDOCK, Peter, Pfc.. 33623956. Co "K ”. Shenan- 
doah. Pennsylvania. 

OLSEN. Norbert L.. S/Sgt.. 17006006. Co. "G”. Gar- 
rison, North Dakota. 
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RAKE, Edward J., Pvt., 366M843, Med. Dct., Chicago. 
Illinoii. 

RAMIREZ. Je*se M.. Sgl.. 39264624. Co. "F '. Azusa. 
California. 

ROMERO. Fred I., Pfc.. 3 7349807. Co. “H”. Monte 
Vista, California. 

SAVAGE. Raymond E.. Pvt.. 31319227. Co. 'G ’. 
Auburn. Missouri. 

SZUKALSKI. Teddy J., Pfc.. 32842416. Co. "D ’. 
Lackawanna, New York. 

URBANOWSKI. Stanislaus J.. Pvt.. 3 2881206, Co. 
F”. Bronx. New York. 

YUTZY. Kenneth J.. Sgt.. 3 5010469, Co. •D”, 
Canton, Ohio. 



2 FEBRUARY 1944 

BEATRICE. John J., Pvt.. 31359905. Co. *‘A”. East 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

BEAUDET, Marcel R.. Pvt.. 31268633. Co. "B ■, 
Manchester, New Hampshire. 

BORZEWSKI. Edward M.. Pvt.. 32751084, Co. ”B ’. 
Trenton, New Jersey. 

BOULANGER, Adrien A., Pvt.. 3126865 5. Co. -'B ’. 
Quincy. Massachusetts. 

BUGAILA. Edward J.. Pvt., 36664992. Co. 'B”. 
Chicago, Illinois. 

CABALA. Francis, Pfc., 36585430. Co. ' F '. Midland. 
Michigan. 

CARSTENS. George H.. 1st Lt.. 0-1295828. Co. ' F -. 
Mobile, Alabama. 

CEBEREK. Stanley A.. Pvt., 3 1 342589, Co. ' B '. 
Torrington. Connecticut. 

CHEEK. Paul H . Pfc.. 33532332. Co. "B -. Jonesville. 
Virginia. 

COLLINS. Wallace D., Pvt., 34649992. Co. ‘E’. 
Columbia. South Carolina 

CURRAN. Louis F., Jr, Pvt., 3 1 356974, Co. “B", 
Dorchester, Massachusetts. 

DAVIS. Jean, T/Sgt.. 6574589, Co. -£ •. Broken 
Bow. Nebraska. 

DAVIS. Richard H.. Pvt.. 36649848. Co. “B”. 
Savanna, Illinois. 

DE LONGE, John H.. Pfc.. 1 701 75 29. Co. -G •. 
Minneapolis. Minnesota. 

DITSWORTH. La Verne E.. Pfc.. 36749079. Co "B ’. 
Freeport, Illinois. 

EAZOR, John, Pvt., 33674864, Co. "A". Beaver Falls. 
Pennsylvania. 

FIELDS, Sherwood N.. Pvt.. 34775921, Co. -‘F -. Bel- 
mont, North Carolina. 

FISHER. Lloyd M.. Pfc., 35 1 73565. Co. 'B •. Massal- 
lion, Ohio. 

FORNI. Louis C.. Pfc., 32648416. Med. Det., Ozone 
Park. New York. 

GABRYNOWICZ. Richard C.. Pvt., 31328870, Co. 

"A ”. New Britain. Conecticut. 

GARVEY, Kenneth J.. Pvt., 32867836, Co. "H •. New 
York. New York. 

GIL.MORE. John C . Pvt.. 36478128, Co. ”A Gran- 
ite City. Illinois. 

GODSEY, Clarence. Pfc., 35668454. Co. Stearns, 

Kentucky. 

GRABAREK. Frank J.. Sgt., 35345376, Co. 'E . 

South Bend. Indiana. 

HAMILTON. Paul V.. Pvt.. 33623270, Co. "D'. 

South Conshohocken, Pennsylvania. 

HARLOW. Arthur F.. Pvt.. 31308450, Co. ‘ H -. Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. 

HARRELL. Paul F, Pfc., 34663716. Co. “A ’, Clin- 
ton. North Carolina. 

HOLZER. Charles A.. Sgt.. 38063778, Co. "A ". Still- 
water. Oklahoma. 

JAMISON. Charles L.. Pvt., 335 1091 8, Co. "F ’. 

Harrisburg. Pennsylvania. 

JENNINGS. Calvin C.. Pvt.. 34607213, Co. ‘ E •. 

Charlotte, North Carolina. 

LINVILLE. Paul P.. Sgt.. 367361 19, Co ' K •. Conchas 
D.im, New Mexico. 

McKEEL, Walter D.. Pfc.. 33524875, Co. ‘ B '. Nor- 
folk, Virginia. 

MeVAY, George V.. Pvt., 13 15303 1. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 

Co.. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

MIAZGA, Joseph, S/Sgt.. 35153491. Co. “F ’, Cory. 
Indiana. 

MILLER. John L.. Pvt., 32657716. Co. ”K Linden- 
hurst, New York. 

MORIN, Clifford J.. Pvt.. 32898019. Med. Det., Elm- 
hurst, Long Island. New York. 

NICHOLS, Edgar A.. Pvt., 32830389, Co. "E '. Sala- 
manca, New York. 

POWERS. Milford F.. Pfc.. 1 6 1 5 1 536, Co. "B'. 
Webberville. Michigan. 

RISALVATO, Joseph C.. Pvt . 32357307, Co. -A ’. 
Brooklyn. New York. 

SCHWAB, William. T/Sgt.. 6499687, Co. "A". Santa 
Rosa, California. 

SHORT. Glenn E.. S/Sgt.. 6253232, Co. "C ’. Key- 
stone. Nebraska. 

SNYDER. Carl J., Pvt., 33616832. Co. 'A". Pen 
Argyl, Pennsylvania. 

TATE. Raymond E., Pvt., 34710120, Co. ”A ', Nash- 
ville. Tennessee. 

TAYLOR. Charles A.. Pvt . 34821692, Co. "A*'. Bain- 
bridge, Georgia. 

TEICHER. Max. Pvt,, 3 2883146, Med. Det., Bronx. 
New York. 

THOMAS, Philip L.. Pvt.. 31287679. Co. *‘B ”, Palmer, 
Massachusetts. 

VEILLEUX, Fernand L.. Pvt., 3 1267977. Co. * F ”, 
Manchester. New Hampshire. 

VOGT. Lawrence A.. Pfc., 37368468. Co. “B ”. Sweet 
Springs, Missouri. 

WILSON. Robert T.. Jr, S/Sgt.. 35010447, Co. "B ”. 
Charleston. West Virginia. 

WOOD, William D.. Pvt.. 34708983. Co. **E ”. Athens. 
Alabama. 

YINGLING. David M.. Pfc.. 33574708. Co. 'B", Al- 
toona. Pennsylvania. 
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ZDIMAL. Albert W.. Pvt.. 32738337, Co. -'A ”, Bing- 
hampton. New York. 

ZINDA. Jake E.. Pfc.. 35584402. Co. ‘'A ”. Hammond. 
Indiana. 

ZUBAL. Leroy J.. Pvt.. 36482642, Co. "F ”. Mount 
Olive. Illinois. 

3 FEBRUARY 1944 

GENATEMPO. Patrick J.. Pfc.. 32880702. Co. "F”. 
New York, New York. 

HACK, Charles C.. Pfc., 19012178. 1st Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 
Fort Bragg. California. 

HARVILL. Edward E.. Sgt.. 17010594. Co. "G ”, 
Watson, Arkansas. 

HJUETLAND. Orlando L.. Sgt.. 37158550. Co. "A". 
Willis, Kentucky. 

KOVAC. Paul J.. Pfc.. 33777060. Co. "L ”. Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. 

LINDSTROM, Floyd K., Pfc.. 37349634. Co. ” H ”. 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

MATTHEW. Wilfred L., Pfc.. 31257247, Co. ‘H ”. 
Lowell. Massachusetts. 

RYNKA. Gerard E., Pvt.. 36811589. 1st Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

4 FEBRUARY 1944 

CARR. James. Pvt.. 32795485. Co. 'M '. New York. 
New York. 

MILTON. Clyde O.. T/Sgt., 39601540. Cn. Co.. 
Townsend. Montana. 

VALKOVICH. Joseph C.. Jr., Pvt., 3 2795 3 82. Co. 
•F ”, New York. New York. 

5 FEBRUARY 1944 

BAKER. Robert D.. Pvt., 35093743. 2nd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co , Richmond. Indiana. 

HARNICAR. Joseph R.. Pvt., 3 1341 66 1. Co. ” £ 
Torrington. Connecticut. 

HOY. Patrick E., T/Sgt., 37092221. Co. - L” , Denver. 
Colorado. 

NEARY, Jerome A.. Pfc., 36817833, Co. ' M ”. Antigo, 
Wisconsin. 



6 FEBRUARY 1944 

BROWN. Carson E. Pvt., 33444402, Med. Det., 
Pciersburgh. Virginia. 

YANUZZI. Nicholas, Pvt.. 32897162, Co. •‘K ”. New 
York, New York. 

7 FEBRUARY. 1944 

BASTIAN. Daniel R., Pvt., 33501263, Co. -A". 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania. 

BORNWASSER. Charles P.. Pfc.. 35701077, Co. • B ”. 
Louisville. Kentucky. 

DRURY. Vernon A.. Pfc.. 3681 1595. Co. ‘ K’”. Eau 
Claire. Wisconsin. 

ONEY, Teddy R.. Pvt., 35869099, Co. ” T”, Ashland. 
Kentucky. 

8 FEBRUARY 194 4 

ALVERSON. Clyde H., Jr., Pvt., 36743425, 2nd Bn. 

Hqrs. Co , Chicago, Illinois. 

DUTCHAK. Joseph E.. Pvt.. 31329575, Co. ” M ”. 
Bridgeport, Connecticut. 

JUDE, Charlie. S/Sgt., 35201969, Co. "K", Pilgrim, 
Kentucky. 

PARTH. Donald R.. Pvt., 36569510. Co. "F ”. Center- 
line. Michigan. 

TOMAKA. Henry J.. Pvt.. 32834467. Co. A". 
Lackawanna. New York. 

10 FEBRUARY 1944 

HIGDON. James R.. Pfc.. 33721 144. Co. -'G ”, 

I 1 FEBRUARY 1944 

GIOTTA. Anthony G.. Pvt., 35054148. 2nd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co . Cleveland. Ohio. 

13 FEBRUARY 1944 

AVILLA. Salvador, S.. Pfc., 37 127958. Co. ' A '. Sioux 
hills. South Dakota. 

14 FEBRUARY 1944 

BARKER. Perry W.. Pvt.. 33218001, Co. ”A”, 
Damascus. Virginia. 

BAST. Alvin E., Pvt., 36454854, Co. "A ”, St Johns. 
Michigan. 



16 FEBRUARY 194 4 

BUSHBY. William E.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1 3 1 2877. Co 
Yuba City, California. 

COOPER. Lloyd S.. Pvt.. 3 1 384479. Co. •'C ”, War- 
wick Neck, Rhode Island. 

CRAPO, Andrew, Pfc.. 31 1 20742. Co. ”C ”, Fall River. 
Massachusetts. 

CURL. Ralph W.. Jr., T/4, 36149960. Co ‘C ”, Black 
River. Michigan. 

DEC. Walter A.. Sgt., 36587134. Co. "E”. Detroit, 
Michigan. 

EVERETT, George F.. Pvt., 36479442, Co ‘ C ”, 
Altcn. Illinois. 

FORBES. Henry G.. Pvt.. 32824076. Co. “C , Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. 

GIBBS. Harold L.. Pvt., 34609049, Co. ‘ C’”. Leices- 
ter, North Carolina. 

GREGGERSON. Robert G.. Pvt.. 31384518. Co. ' E '. 
Lymanville, Rhode Island. 

HATHAWAY. Ernest V.. Pfc., 31025360. Co. *'C ”. 
Pepperell. Massachusetts. 



HEBERT, Clifford. O.. 


Pvt.. 


31287984. 


Co. 


Southbridge, Massachusetts. 






HOLCOMB. Sandford G.. 


Pvt., 


34822907, 


Co. 


Clayton. Georgia. 








HUGGINS. Norman S., 


Pvt., 


33652621, 


Co. 



Danville. Virginia. 
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KARSCHNIA, Walter G., Pvt.. 37170342. Co. 'E '. 
Saint Paul, Minnesota. 

LANGFELD. Leonard R.. Pvt.. 32923324, Co. 'E ”. 
South River. New Jersey. 

LAVALLEE. Albert C. Pvt.. 31007141. Co. ‘E”', 
Chicopee Falls. Massachusetts. 

LAWHON, Jesse E.. Pvt., 34735743. Co. ‘ C”. Lou- 
don, Tennessee. 

LAZAR, Morris, Pvt., 32780244, Co. "E ”, Bronx. 
New York. 

LIENERTH. Julius A.. Pvt.. 3656971 1, Co. 'E*. 
Frankenmuth, Michigan. 

LIVOLSI. Tony. Pvt., 32925454, Co. •‘C”. Montclair. 
New Jersey. 

MILLER. Edward J.. Sgt.. 39200698. Co. *'E ”. Dry- 
wood. Washington. 

MISHKIN, Harry, Pvt., 32332016. Co. -E”. New 
York. New York. 

PUGH. Eugene, Pvt.. 35656606. Co. “E”. Nigh. 
Kentucky. 

SKIVER. Delielle. Pfc.. 364633 71. Co. * E ”, Traverse 
City, Michigan. 

SMITH, Arnold, Pvt., 35 202002. Co. ”C '. Turtle 
Creek. West Virginia. 

SMITH. Paul E.. Pfc.. 36746837, Co. “E ”. Gary 
Indiana. 

TAYLOR. Leroy V . Pvt.. 36740051. Co 'E ”• 
THOMAS. Lester D., Pvt., 35751822, Co. "H” . Sandy- 
ville. West Virginia. 

17 FEBRUARY 1944 

BECKER, Richard A.. Pvt.. 37343597. Co. 
Denver, Colorado. 

HIMEL. Ramon E., Cpl.. 34279065, Co. -F”. Glen 
Allen. Mississippi. 

KANDEL. Sam. Pvt , 1 2087987, Co. "G". Brooklyn. 
New York. 

LEES, John M.. S/Sgt., 321 12967, Co. ”F”, Ozone 
Park, New York. 

SHUEY. Thomas G,. Pvt.. 13093905. 2nd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co , Lebanon, Pennsylvania. 

18 FEBRUARY 1944 

GRADY. Joseph M.. Sgt.. 323847 1 2, Co. "F ”. Wood- 
bridge. New Jersey. 

HUCK, Lawrence G., Pvt , 36819 158, Co Roeine. 

Wisconsin. 

LOCKLEAR. Winfred. Pvt.. 34674861, Co. “C ”. Lum- 
berton. North Carolina. 

V . 

19 FEBRUARY 1944 

BOREL. Paul G. Pfc.. 32823908. Co. “G , New 
York. New York. 

CYR. Normand M.. Pvt., 31200784. Co. ''F ”. St. 
Johnsbury, Vermont. 

DAUM. Balthazar L.. Pvt., 32868190, Co. •'H”. 
Queens Village, New York. 

JARVIS. Walter J.. Pvt , 38404016. Co. "F ”, Elmer, 
Oklahoma. 

LEONE, Cesidio. Pfc.. 31031669, Co. “E", Quincy, 
Massachusetts. 

MONTALVO. Martin. Pvt,, 32724874. Co. "F ”. New 
York. New York. 

MURPHY. John G. 2nd Lt., 0-352577, Co. *G”, 
Burlington. Vermont. 

NEIDERMEYER, Richard J . Pfc.. 33149106. Co. '■F'”. 
Lititz, Pennsylvania. 

VITALE. Prisco A.. Pvt., 33685575. Co. ••£ '. New 
Castle, Pennsylvania. 

20 FEBRUARY 1944 

BIADASZ. Alfred L.. Pvt., 36579872. Co. ‘M”. 
Detroit. Michigan. 

BRIGGS, Howard R. Pvt, 3 5 6581 10. Co. •'E". 
Lemark. West Virginia 

GREEN. Wesley L., Pfc., 3 7610214, Co, “H ”, Willow 
Springs, Missouri. 

JONES. Jasper H., Pvt.. 18154127. AT Co . Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 

KARBOSKY. Stanley T.. T/4, 32163350, Co. "F”. 
New York. New York. 

MORALES. Joe. S/Sgi . 19045326. Co. "M ". Las 
Vegas. Nevada. 

21 FEBRUARY 1944 

CONI.ON, Donald D.. Jr . Pfc., 33440999. Co. ‘E ”, 
Connellsville, Pennsylvania. 

McGLUCKlE, Earl C.. Pvt., 34774439, Co. -E”. 
Webster, North Carolina. 

MILLER. Kenneth E. Pvt.. 36661200, Co. ”G", 
Chicago. Illinois. 

PERODEAU. Vincent J.. Pvt., 20110546, Co. "F”. 
Worcester. Massachusetts. 

22 FEBRUARY 1944 

MeSHANE, Francis. Pfc., 201 10577, Co. ‘”F’. North- 
boro, Massachusetts. 

MOORHEAD. Richard A . Pvt., 36743602, 2nd Bn. 
Hqrs. Co., Sterling, Illinois. 

23 FEBRUARY 1944 

WHITE. Roger K . 2nd Lt.. 0-1309457, Co. •K ”, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

WHETTON, Frank J.. Pvt., 34705498, Co. "A*. 
Adamsvillc. Alabama. 

24 FEBRUARY 1944 

EARLE, Hobart. Cpl. 32771 156, Co •'I”. Verona, 
New Jersey. 

HORN. Charles F.. Pvt., 34731093, Co. ‘ L ”. Cooke- 
ville, Tennessee. 

25 FEBRUARY 1944 

STRATTON. Jesse. S/Sgt., 15046368, Co •E”’. 
Neafus. Kentucky. 

WARREN. Cleveland A., 2nd Lt.. 0-1295304. Co. ' A". 
Tullahoma. Tennessee. 
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26 FEBRUARY 1944 

ASIMUS. Earl E.. Pfc.. 3 58005 36. Co. -L”. Cheriot. 
Ohio. 

29 FEBRUARY 1944 

ARNETT. Archie W.. Sgt.. 3 5 201927. Co. ' C . Finer. 
We*t Virginia. 

BALKOVEC .Nicholas L.. Pfc.. 33403850. Co. “G 
Braddock. Pennsylrania. 

BROOKS. Harold R.. Jr.. Pvt.. 36586282. Co. “F”. 
Detroit. Michigan. 

CHANDLER. Walter R.. S/Sgt.. 20604442. Co. • L '. 
Danville. Illinois. 

COOPER. James E.. Pfc.. 345 78914. Co. ' G '. Smith- 
ville. Georgia. 

DILLMAN. Roger M.. Pvt.. 36478482. Co. •K”. 
Champaign. Illinois. 

DUBRUIEL. Wilfred A.. Pfc.. 31 109381. Co. -E”. 
Claremont. New Hampshire. 

ECCLES. Charles J.. Pfc.. 31135111. 3rd Bn. Hqrs. 

Co.. Fall River. Massachusetts. 

FLANIGAN. James R.. Pfc.. 36813105. 3rd Bn. Hqri. 

Co.. Winnccawne. Wisconsin. 

GENS. August W.. Jr. Pvt.. 36283618. 3rd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Milwaukee. Wisconsin. 

HAGEMEYER. Ralph O.. S/Sgt.. 35153031. Co. -F”. 
Stendal. Indiana. 

HENRY. William C.. Pvt.. 33441014, Co. ’ E '. 
Indianhead, Pennsylvania. 

HILBERT. Waldo B.. Pvt.. 33636783. Co. ' E . Mount 
Crawford. Virginia. 

LANE. Carl, S/Sgt.. 34087223. Co. • H '. Americus. 
Georgia. 

LA PIERRE. Clarence J.. Pvt.. 31101187, Co. ' K ”. 
Portland, Maine. 

LESLIE, B. F„ Pfc.. 34659255, Co. “C . Lyman. 
Sooth Carolina. 

LEWIS. James R.. Pfc.. 33132276. Co ”L". Luttrell- 
ville. Virginia. 

MALICKI. Chester S.. Pvt.. 3659083 2. Co. * H '. 
Wyandotte. Michigan. 

McDANIEL. John C.. 2nd Lt., 0-13 13273, Co. G , 
Gary. Indiana. 

MORTON. Howard E., Pfc.. 34709120, Co. ‘G '. 
Steele. Alabama. 

NEUMANN. Earl R.. Pfc.. 33668719. Co. ' G '. Pitts- 
burgh. Pennsylvania. 

NOLAN. William M.. Pvt.. 36483342. Co. ’ r’. Oak- 
land. Illinois. 

OBUSH, Martin, Pfc.. 33256195. 3rd^. Hqrs. Co.. 
Lucerncmines. Pennsylvania. 

PERKINS, John D.. Jr. Pfc.. 3529 1663. Co. •'K", 
Newark, Ohio. 

PULVER. Bernard L., 2nd Lt.. 0-1309162. Co. "B”. 
Port Angeles. Washington. 

RAYMOND, Normand E.. Pfc.. 31265067. Co. •’H". 

Suncook, New Hampshire. 

RITTER. Raymond W.. Pvt.. 35536525, Co. 'F". 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

ROSS. Carl. Pvt.. 35800870. Co. "L". Chevrolet. 
Kentucky. 

RUBY. Howard M., Pvt.. 39199 748, Co. * H ‘. Seattle. 
Washington. 

SEKUSKY. Harold E.. Pfc.. 3 3604058. Co. ‘M-. 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

SMITH. Boyd. Pfc.. 34396460. 3rd Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 
Guntersville. Alabama. 

SONDELSKI. Zig J.. Sgt.. 36815124. Co. "E”. Doney. 
Wisconsin. 

SPLAIN. Francis T.. Jr. Pfc.. 32852791, Co "M . 
Beacon, New York. 

STEPHENSON, Dalton O.. Pvt.. 14 1571 20, 3rd Bn. 
Hqrs. Co., Willow Springs. North Carolina. 



I MARCH 1944 

ANGLEY. Carl J.. Pvt.. 32855471. Co. T’. Troy. 
New York. 

BARKO. Andy S., Pfc.. 36483281. Co. ■'K'\ Granite 
City, Illinois. 

BAYNE. James E.. Pvt., 36458253. Co. "A”. Greens- 
boro. North Carolina. 

BELLAND, Robert M.. Pfc.. 3 7268640. 3rd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Waubum. Minnesota. 

BINEGAR. Robert E.. Pfc., 35274048. Co. ' R- , Wash- 
ington. Ohio. 

BLACK. Dean P.. Sgt.. 351 18769. Co. ’ C”, Dayton, 
Ohio. 

BLISS. Milo V.. Pfc., 36590624. Co. ‘ K”. Plymouth. 
Michigan. 

BLIZZARD. Elwood S.. Pvt.. 33606188. Co. “A' . 
Noxon. Pennsylvania. 

DANDOS. Pete. Pfc.. 3 5631717. Co. 'A '. Martins 
Ferry. Ohio. 

DURKEE, Charles R., Jr. 2nd Lt.. 0-1319609. Co. 

■’C”. West Palm Beach, Florida. 

FLAVIN. Lawrence W.. Pfc.. 34024 160. Co. '•M ". 
East Boston. Massachusetts. 

GAMELIN. Arthur J, Pvt.. 31)84181. Co. ”E‘. 
Bristol, Rhode Island. 

GOLDNER, Herman A.. Pfc.. 36463402, Co. "K", 
Grand Rapids. Michigan. 

HARTMAN, Robert R . Pvt . 1 3 1 38476. Co. 'C'. 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

HASKEW. Sam T.. Pvt . 34735399. Co 'K •. Com- 
fort. Tennessee. 

HAYES. Henry C. Pvt . 34776339. Co. -C”. Boomer. 
North Carolina. 

JACOB, Robert J.. Sgt., 35789091. Co. ’•M ”. Hamil- 
ton. Ohio. 

LEXSINGER. Earl W.. Pvt.. 34329606. Co. "K". 
Nashville. Tennessee. 



McCARTER. D. C.. Pvt., 34651928. Co. -M”. Spar- 
tanburg, South Carolina. 



MORRISON. Carl K.. Pfc., 
Martinville, Virginia. 


33535603. 


Co. 


•■G" 


POIDMORE. Frank J.. Pfc. 
Youngstown. Ohio. 


35273565. 


Co. 


■T" 



PROIA. Albert. Pfc.. 32894167. Co. ‘ C . Middletown, 
New York, 

SIGMON. Lewis E.. Pvt.. 15056666. Co. ' C”. Rock. 
West Virginia. 

STANKOCH. Jerome L., Pfc., 36809764. Co. ‘ K". 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

2 MARCH 1944 

ASCOLESE. Dominick S.. Pfc.. 3 1 123940. 1st Bn. 

Hqrs. Co., Bridgeport, Connecticut. 

BEELER. Thomas O.. Pvt., 34736227, Co. “E . Wash- 
burn. Tennessee. 

CHANIS. John P.. Pfc.. 32772849. Co. ‘F Notely. 
New Jersey. 

EWING. James F.. Pvt.. 13 1 3 3049. Co. ' M '. Arnold. 
Pennsylvania. 

GREENWALD. Robert L., Pfc., 352183 73, Co. "E”. 
Newark, Ohio. 

KELL. Harold E.. Pvt.. 35410367. 1st Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 
London, Ohio. 

KLINE. James M., Pvt.. 3)1404 36, Co. *‘K”, Amster- 
dam, New York. 

MACZKA. Marion J.. S/Sgt.. 6920495. Co. ‘'M'. 

Chicago. Illinois. 

NORWOOD. Harold W.. Pvt.. 36462866, Co. “E”. 
Kalamazoo. Michigan. 

PRICE. James W.. Pvt., 3 3 561840. Regtl. Hqrs. Co.. 
Vienna, West Virginia. 

WELDON. Lloyd M.. Pvt.. 38385341. Co. •'L”. 

Belcher. Louisiana. 

3 MARCH 1944 

ATHAS. William P.. Capt.. 0-1288348, 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Salt Lake City. Utah. 

CAMPBELL. William F.. Pvt.. 32796386, Co. ‘ B '. 
Brooklyn. New York. 

CUMMINS. Albert B.. Pvt.. 351 13970, Co. •‘L’, 

McHenry, Kentucky. 

CUNNINGHAM. Edward H.. Pvt.. 34736108. Co. 
‘‘B ", Greenback. Tennessee. 

DASHNER. Merton D.. Pvt. 3274533 1. Co. ‘F". 

Gonverneur. New York. 

DEAN, Harlan E., Pfc., 3 5 508 1 23. Co " B ". Lobelia. 
West Virginia. 

DENNIS, Neal W.. Pvt.. 345941 58. Co. "B"'. Randel- 
man. North Carolina. 

DOHERTY, Joseph A.. Cpl.. 13106273. Co. “M”. 
Manchester. Connecticut. 

GARCIA. Emilio E.. Pvt . 340249)9, Co. 'G'". Tampa. 
Florida. 

GLOSNER. James V.. Pvt.. 39465786, Med. Det.. 
Opportunity, Washington. 

KITSON. Earl E.. Jr.. Pfc.. 36563087. Co. ' I'. Royal 
Oak, Michigan. 

LAWLER. Harry J.. S/Sgt.. 3 5668507. Co. ’ L'’. New- 
port, Kentucky. 

LEVAN. Donald R.. Pfc., 33619 391. Co. “V. Allen- 
town. Pennsylvania. 

MAILHOT. Roland J.. Pvt., 31319907. Co. "L". 
Sanford, Maine. 

MANUEL. Francis, Pfc.. 31005443, Co. "F”. Framing- 
ham. Massachusetts. 

NIELSEN. Ross D.. S/Sgt.. 3902 798 2. Co. "V. River- 
ton. Utah. 

PETTOGRASSIA. Fred J., Pvt.. 3 285 5417. Co. *T’. 
Albany. New York. 

REMETTA. Edward. Pfc.. 330883 15. Co. *T'. Wil- 
burton Colombia. Pennsylvania. 

SEE. Barnett J.. Sgt.. 3 7)98578. Co. “M", Montgom- 
ery City. Missouri. 

SILVEIRA. Joseph G.. Pfc . 19000385. Co. "E"’. San 
Lorenzo. California. 

4 MARCH 1944 

ACHORN. Elmer A.. Pvt.. 31220658, Co. "E”. Waldo- 
boro, Maine. 

AMENDOLA. Julio F.. Pfc., 33693 2 10, Co. "A”. 
Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania. 

AUSTIN. Ernest E., Pfc., 33640184. Co. "A ". Saxe. 
Virginia. 

BAUMAN, William R.. Pvt.. 33139876. Co. "A”, 
Alpena. Michigan. 

BAUMANN. Louis. T/5. 12079 249. Co. "A”. Water- 
loo. Iowa. 

BERKSHIRE. Arthur B.. S/Sgt.. 35256993, Co. “C" . 
North Vernon, Indiana. 

BRIDGES. Maurice W. Pfc., 34024567. Co. • A". 

Miami. Florida. 

BRIN. Nathan H.. Pvt.. 3 1354055. Co. "E ". Dorches- 
ter, Massachusetts. 

BROOKS. Eldridge H.. Pvt., 35604026, Co. •’A". 

Ellet. Ohio. 

BROWER. Herman E.. Pfc.. 35357929. Co. ■"A”. 

Twelve Miles. Indiana. 

BYERS. Omcr S.. 1st Sgt.. 3528 1662, Co. " L"'. Clyde. 
Ohio. 

CHISMER. Edward T., Pvt.. 33463080. Co. "G"". 

Kingston. Pennsylvania. 

COLBATH. Chester G.. Pvt.. 3 1263619. Co. •"A". 

Lowell, Massachusetts. 

DEMETRE. Alexandre S.. Pvt.. 3 1025523. Co. ■"L”. 
Uxbridge. Massachusetts. 

DSANZI. Oreste J,. Pvt., 3326961 1. Co. ‘ A ". Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. 

FRESE. Wallace E.. Pvt.. 32954905. Co. •"E ", Yard- 
ville. New Jersey. 

GAINOR. Summers H.. Jr., Pvt.. 3373 1 752, Co. ' E ". 
Baltimore. Maryland. 

HARTWIG. Wilbur R.. Pvt.. 36201 787. Co. ‘"B". 

Blair. Wisconsin. 

KREPEL. Alphonso A.. Pfc., 3 2930957. 1st Bn, Hqrs. 

Co.. Lockawanna. New York. 

LEONARD. James E.. Pvt.. 3 1 360 14 3. Co. "A"", 

Dorchester, Massachusetts. 

MAHER. James A.. Pvt., 3 2905 107. Co. "A". Yonkers. 
N^w York. 

MERRITT. Russell H . Pvt.. 348229 1 1. Co. ‘"A ". 

Cairo. Georgia. 
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MOUNTS, Mason W.. Pvt.. 35 657756, Co ' G 
Charleston. West Virginia. 

RIGSBEE. Archie. Pvt., 34466791. Co. ‘T ’. Lumber- 
ton, North Carolina. 

ROHLING. Gilbert L.. Sgt., 3 716815 8. Co. • L ". Saint 
Paul. Minnesota. 

VAN SCOYOC. Charles W.. Jr.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1294568. 



VIRAMONTES. John G.. Sgt.. 
Redlands. California. 



39170502. Co. 



5 MARCH 1944 

BAKER, Kenneth W.. Pfc.. 35201926. Co. * A '. Ridge- 
ley, West Virginia. 

BERTRAM. Elmo, Pvt.. 34730853. Co. -V, James- 
town. Tennessee. 

CANTWELL. Clarence C.. Pvt., 34736229. 3rd Bn. 

Hqrs. Co.. Bean Station. Tennesse. 

HOLTZMAN. Robert F.. S/Sgt,, 6843523. Co. T'. 
Carlisle. Pennsylvania. 

MURRAY. Donald J.. Pfc.. 33600143. Co. "M 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 



6 MARCH 1944 

CARRUBBA. Harry J , Pvt.. 3 1335395. Co. "L 
Ansonia. Connecticut. 

CHADD. John A.. Pvt.. 3 7603683. Co. ■ B ". Morley. 
Missouri. 

GROFF. David L.. Pvt., 33639727. Co. ‘ B ", Sterling. 
Virginia. 

HAHN. Joseph D.. Pvt.. 3 3640177. Co. "C”. Rich- 
mond. Virginia. 

HERNDON. Willis E., Pvt.. 33564202. Co. "F". 

Axton. Virginia. 

JUBINVILLE, Gerard J.. Pfc., 31007489. Co. ••C"‘. 
Holyoke, Massachusetts. 

KANNALLY. John H.. Pvt.. 31358915. Co. ‘ A”. 

Brighton. Massachusetts. 

NEWMAN, Wayne L.. Pvt.. 39375810. Co. -K"'. 

Bremerton. Washington. 

RUSSELL. Geran W., S/Sgt.. 35101267. Co. “E-. 

Webbs, Kentucky. 

7 MARCH 1944 

DAVEY. John J . Pvt.. 32852779. Co. " L ". Hopewell 
Junction. New York. 

HAGEN. Curtis G.. Pfc.. 37276496. Med. Det.. Aneta 
North Dakota. 

KRUMROY. Melbert D.. Pvt.. 36463)68. Co ' L ’. 
Stronach. Michigan. 

TISCHLER. Albert J.. Pvt , 32878055. Co. ' B 

Brooklyn. New York. 

8 MARCH 1944 

RUTLEDGE. Robert G., Pvt.. 31 16038 7. Co. * E ’. 
Wakefield Middlesex, Massachusetts. 

9 MARCH 1944 

MARLETT, Wilburn. Pvt., 38405272. Co "F ’. Moun- 
tnia View, Oklahoma. 

TORI, John A.. Pfc.. 19016129. Co ' K ‘. Aberdeen. 
Washington. 

ZACHRICH. Nelson R.. Pvt.. 35554228, Co. ‘ B '. New 
Bavaria, Ohio. 



11 MARCH 1944 

CONNELL, Jesse W.. Pvt.. 34023808. Co. *‘G”. Bush- 
ncll, Florida. 

KOSINSKI, Bernard S.. Pvt.. 36735584. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Chicago. Illinois. 

MOONEY, George E.. Pfc . 3 3403 728. Co. ‘A". Wash- 
ington. Pennsylvania. 

12 MARCH 1944 

BURKE. Woodrow, Pfc.. 348021 52. Co. “B ". 
CARROLL. Silas, Jr., Pvt.. 38469003, Co. "B'. 
Barnsdall, Oklahoma. 

DOMINGUEZ. Antonio B.. Pvt.. 39 285606. Co. '"H”. 
Los Angeles. California. 

GIFUN. Donald E., Pvt.. 31369202, Co. -L”. Boston. 
Massachusetts. 

HERNDON. Robert, Pvt., 35802936. Co. •’A”. Car- 
rollton. Kentucky. 

MALOCHLEB. Stanley J., Pvt.. 36603963. Co -G"'. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

13 MARCH 1944 

EVANS. Harold Y.. Pfc.. 35 752389. Co. ' H'. Web- 
ster Springs. West Virginia. 

GRAVES. Robert J.. Pfc., 36583099. Co. -A”. Flint. 
Michigan. 

SKOWRONSKI. Louis F.. Pvt.. 3288 1 32 1. Co. ' E '. 
Bronx, New York. 

TROJAK, Joseph W., Pvt.. 36807269. 2nd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Phillips. Wisconsin. 

WHITE. Chauncey I... Jr.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1 317740, Co. 
■"A”, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

14 MARCH 1944 

ALLEN. William E.. Pfc.. 33 1 1 3673. Co. "A". Leech- 
burg. Pennsylvania. 

16 MARCH 1944 

BILSKI. Joseph J.. Pvt.. 32357606. 2nd Bn. Hqrs. Co . 
Ozone Park. New York. 

MASON. Russell G,. Pfc., 201 10766. Co. "B". MiU- 
buty. Massachusetts. 

18 MARCH 1944 

BOLEN. Charles J. Pvt.. 3365 1524. Co. “A”. Blue- 
field, Virginia. 

LUSSY. Robert H.. Pvt.. 42006147. Co. "F"", Whorton. 
New Jersey. 

SEARS. Edwin C.. CpL. 3 1032437. Co. -H". Bel- 
monr. Massachusetts. 
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21 MARCH 1944 

COLLETT. G<org« F.. Pfc,. 33604433. Co. ' A •. 
Wilkrt Barr<. Pcnosylvani*. 

22 MARCH 1944 

DOOLEY. Donald C.. Pf< . 31331218. Co. “L”. Derby. 
Connccticat. 

23 MARCH 1944 

GRANGER. Percival H.. Jr.. Pvt.. 33791 125. Co. •'L '. 
Philadelphia. Penniylvania. 

RENTER. John W.. Pvi., 33619439. Co. “D ". North 
Wales. Pennsylvania. 

ODONNELL. William J.. Pvt.. 39279322. Co. "K”. 
Inglewood, California. 

ST. LAURENT. Lawrence V.. Pvt.. 201 12616. Co. 
"1', Winchendon, Maaaachusetts. 

24 MARCH 1944 

MACEYKO. Albert V.. Pvt.. 3344097 7. Co. ”L”. 
ConnelUville. Pennsylvania. 

MAHER. Edward L.. 1st Lt.. 0-1306869. Co. * K”. 
Newton. Pennsylvania. 

MILLER. William H.. Pvt.. 35579727. Co. *H . Indi- 
anapolis. Indiana. 

MOORE. Richard D.. Pfc.. 33410541. Co. 'F ’. Frank- 
lin. Pennsylvania. 

STOUFFER. Ralph S., Pvt.. 33502873. Co. "H . Ship- 
pensburg. Pennsylvania. 

STRECKER. Leonard J.. Sgt.. 3 7210296. 2nd Bn. 
Hqrs. Co.. Falls City, Nebraska. 

25 MARCH 1944 

ALEXAKOS, James G.. 1st Sgt., 31078049. Co. "A ”. 
Lowell, Massachusetts. 

BARE. Paul W.. Pvt.. 35871 181. Co. "L ". Pedro. 
Ohio. 

BELL. James I., Pfc.. 204195 73. Co. 'I". Day. 
Florida. 

JANARO, Carmine R.. Pvt., 32867707, Co. L'. New 
York. New York. 

26 MARCH 1944 

BONNER. Daniel J., Pvt., 33621625. Co. 'K . Coal- 
dale. Pennsylvania. 

KLAUSMAN. Walter A . 1st Lt.. 0-350964. Co. “K”, 
Syracuse. New York. 

14 APRIL 1944 

BROWN. Clement H . Cpl.. 33636344. Co r’. Hume. 
Virginia. 

17 APRIL 1944 

CARROW. Louis G,, Pvt.. 3373 1 306. Co. “A . Balti- 
more, Maryland. 

18 APRIL 1944 

MATSAS. Donald. Pfc.. 3 130823 7, Co. 'L". Somer- 
ville. Massachusetts. 

19 APRIL 1944 

BERDOU, Henry D.. Pfc.. 38375733. Co. “A \ New 
Orleans. Louisiana. 

20 APRIL 1944 

HESS. James R.. Pvt.. 39198155. Co. “F -. Belling- 
ham. Washington. 

21 APRIL 1944 

BOWMAN. Charles. Pfc.. 35 789400. Co. -K". Boone- 
ville, Kentucky. 

COREY. Elliott L.. Pfc.. 35725147. Co. "L ', Evans- 
ville, Indiana. 

DE LA RONDE, Frederick R.. Pvt.. 36683061. Co. 
"K". Chicago. Illinois. 

DES VERGNES, Thomas. Pfc.. 31253916. Co. ‘K”. 
Buffalo. New York. 

TITUS. Everett G. N.. Jr.. Pvt., 32999584. Co, ‘K ’. 
Brcxsklyn. New York. 

22 APRIL 1944 

ATENCIO. Armando S.. Pvt.. 37343085. Co. 'L '. 
Monte Vista. Colorado. 

LIVERGOOD. Donald C.. Pfc.. 33149634. Co. ' B ’. 

Lecontes Mills, Pennsylvania. 

ROGERS. Burl. Pfc.. 34337451. Co. ‘B’. Anniston. 
Alabama. 

23 APRIL 1944 

FRANK. Junior. Sgt.. 19045999. Co. ‘r. Moapa. 
Nevada. 

LONG. Harley W.. Pvt.. 35870344. Co *'B”. Columbus. 
Indiana. 

REGAN. William S.. Pvt.. 33747235. Co “G '. Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia. 

SLAPE. Raymond W.. Pvt . 32956782, Co "G Deep 
water. New Jersey. 

24 APRIL 1944 

BASSETT. Harvey H., S/Sgt.. 36 1 287 14. Co "M '. 
Wyandotte, Michigan. 

CLAYTON. Calvin C., Pfc.. 34594222. Co. “G , Box 
Boru. North Carolina. 

CONNER. Ralph E.. Pfc.. 35330499. Co. •'L”. Chn 
rubusco, Indiana. 

DAY. Morris G. Pfc., 34637597. Co. "K -. Rosetta. 
Mississippi. 

HANDLEY. Charles W.. T/5. 36196205. Co. "L •, 
South Haven. Michigan 

HEBERT. Norman A.. Pvt.. 3 1373598, Co. "G '. 
Rexhester. New Hampshire. 

PENNINGTON, Billy P.. Pvt., 34890423. Co 'K ’. 
Gastonia. North Carolina. 

25 APRIL 1944 

STEWART. Samuel E., Pfc . 34024453. Co ' B 
Hollywocxl. Florida. 



26 APRIL 1944 

ANDERSON. Nathan E.. Pvt.. 37292269. 1st Bn Hqrs. 
Co.. Bemidji. Minnesota. 

LEICY. Harold L . Pfc. 35632915. Co K Mans- 
field. Ohio. 

28 APRIL 1944 

FABRY. Charles A.. Pvt.. 35609778. Co. ’L ”. Akron. 
Ohio. 

SCHMITT. Anthony P.. Pvt., 3 7339828. Co. "B '. 
Monument, Kansas. 

STUMP. Charles W.. Jr.. Pvt.. 35690890. Co ' B 
De Pauw. Indiana. 

22 MAY 1944 

BARSAMIAN. Souren. Pvt.. 31360243. Co. ' L . Som- 
erville. Massachusetts. 

FLANAGAN. J. C., Pvt.. 34630235. Co. ”I". Vance. 
Mississippi. 

23 MAY 1944 

AIELLO. Frank T.. Pvt.. 42008621. Co. “E ", North- 
bergen. New Jersey. 

AMORE. George L.. Pvt.. 36413421. Co K , Mare- 
nisco, Michigan. 

BAUGHARD. Willie E.. Pvt.. 34884998, Co. ‘ M '. 
Mosheim. Pennsylvania. 

BISHOP. Stanley V.. Sgt., 3 3436428. Co “L . Spnng- 
boro. Pennsylvania. 

BLALOCK. Coy . Pfc.. 34594251. Co. "I . Timber 
Lake. North Carolina. 

BLEVINS. William F.. Sgt.. 35650795. Co. 'L”. 
Ashland. Kentucky. 

BROUTHERS. Addison F.. Pfc.. 32862975. Co. *L •. 
Jackson Heights. New York. 

BURAN. Steve L.. Pfc., 33676590. Co. - M . Neville 
Island. Pennsylvania. 

CAPRIO. Dante A.. Pfc.. 42008489, Co. ‘ F -. Newark. 
New Jersey. 

CARDILLO. Guy. Pfc.. 31031684. Co. ‘ E '. Roslin- 
dale, Massachusetts. 

CARR. George F.. Pfc.. 32939503. Co. "F”, Water- 
town. New York. 

COOL. Truman A.. S/Sgt., 20210595. Co. 'F-. 
Evans Mills. New York. 

CREVISTON. Marvin W.. Pfc.. 36810621. Co. ' F". 
Wilston. Wisconsin. 

DAVIS. William J.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1289401. Co "G , 
Freedom. Pennsylvania. 

DUDLEY. Stanley J.. Pvt.. 31084952. Co. ‘'A ’. Wor- 
cester. Massachusetts. 

DURKEE. Louis H.. 1st Lt.. 0-1285026. Co. "M ”. 
Rochester. New York. 

EBERHARDT. Donald W.. Sgt.. 36744049, Co. ‘T’. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

EIDSON. James W.. Pfc.. 34449282. Co. " G '. Union 
City. Georgia. 

FIERO, Oscar H.. Jr.. Pvt., 32942741. Co. -‘F*. 
Chatham. New York. 

FISH. Joseph H, Pvt.. 31371666. Co. -K”. West 
Medway. Massachusetts. 

FREANO, Joseph W., Sgt., 35011080. Co. "M’*. 
Bristol, Tennessee. 

HENRY. James. Pvt.. 42011566. Co. "M”. Clifton. 
New Jersey. 

HITT. Horace L.. S/Sgt.. 34396662. Co. * F '. York. 
Alabama. 

HUTTO. Eldridge J.. Pfc.. 34651444. Co. "M”. Ker- 
shan. South Carolina. 

JOHNSON. Elnes J.. Pvt.. 32999593. Co. "G”. New 
York. New York. 

KELSCH. William R.. Pfc.. 36678222. Co. •*L ’. Naper- 
ville, Illinois. 

KIMBLE, Marion A.. Cpl.. 37157737, Cn. Co. Alma. 
Kansas. 

KOVACEVICH. Francis. Pfc.. 36355006. Co. “M”. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

LAMBERT. James R.. Pvt.. 34770834. Co. "H”. Bry- 
son City, North Carolina. 

LA PORTA. Charles J. .Pfc., 32205151. Co. "L *, 
Williamstown. New Jersey. 

LE GRAND. Leonard M.. Pvt.. 37125950. Med. Det., 
Sionx City. Iowa. 

LOWE. Francis L.. Pfc., 31318284. Co. "H”. Winter- 
port. Maine. 

MATHIAS. Ervin M.. Pvt.. 34842347. Co. “G". West 
Colombia, South Carolina. 

McCRACKEN. James H.. 1st Lt.. 0-443182. Co **K ”. 
Bridgeville. Pennsylvania. 

McDermott. Raymond J.. Pvt.. 13200221. AT Co. 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

MELIA. Anthony R.. Pvt . 32942728. Co. "F". Water- 
vliet. Albany. New York. 

MILBOURNE, Ronald E.. Pvt.. 33382009. Co. "E”. 
Crisfield, Maryland. 

MONRREAL. Margarito. Pvt.. 38459235. Co "F". 
Devike. Texas. 

MONTES. Raymond G.. Pfc.. 37703591. Co. -'A”, 
Longmont. Colorado. 

PEPPIATT. Gordon A . Sgt.. 32859 703. Co. *'M '. 

Glensdale. New York. 

PLESS. Joseph W.. Pfc . 38474907. Co "M", Troop. 
Texas. 

PLYLER. Edward L. Pvt.. 33764667. Co. "L‘. 

Heathville. Penniylvania. 

REYNOLDS. Blair V.. Pvt.. 34890125. Co. **H”. 

Lincointon, North Carolina. 

RISTICH, Michael P.. Pvt , 15019183, Co. "M 

Youngstown. Ohio. 

ROBINSON. Darol M.. Pfc . 31350918. AT Co . Perry. 
Maine. 

ROHAN. Samuel G.. Pfc., 35608990. Co *‘H '. Youngs- 
town, Ohio. 

ROSLOOF. James H.. Sgt . 12159203. Co "K”, Lake- 
view. New York. 

SHAMIRIAN. Shamir. Pvt.. 31371865. Co 'K", Bos- 
ton. Massachusetts. 

SMITH Stanley E . Pfc.. 37345982. Co -M -. Colo- 
rado Springs. Colorado. 
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SPALLINA. Joseph E.. Pvt.. 36688220. 3rd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co., Chicago. Illinois. 

STILLWELL. Clarence E.. Sgt.. 38504979. Co. T’. 
Dewitt, Arkansas. 

TURNEY. Orville. Pfc.. 33671053, Co. *E ”. South 
Connellsville. Pennsylvania. 

WALLACE. Glenn M., Pvt.. 33508017. Co L’. 
Wrightsville. Pennsylvania. 

WERBIE. Thomas J., Pfc.. 36202506, Co. “L”. Ken- 
osha. Wisconsin. 



24 MAY 1944 

AALDERKS, John A.. Sgt.. 37268089. Co. ’'G '. Ren- 
ville, Minnesota. 

AUSTIN. Marvin T.. Pvt.. 35728895. Co. “C ‘. Rom- 
scy. Kentucky. 

BLANDENBURGO, Sal. Pvt.. 32879629. Co. L . 
Brooklyn. New York. 

BRADSHAW. Marion W.. Pfc.. 20421011. Co. *'D”. 
Wacissa. Florida. 

BRYAN. Charles R.. Pvt.. 35765424. Co. * C' . 
Ludlow, Kentucky. 

BURKE. Charles O.. T/Sgt.. 35637209. Co. "L *. Job. 
West Virginia. 

BURNS. Ray E.. Pfc.. 33510909, Co. • B ". Harrisburg. 
Pennsylvania. 

BUSCH. Richard R.. Pfc.. 42023454. Co. *C . Victor 
Ontario, New York. . 

COHEN. David. Pvt.. 42035841. Co. ”D”. New York. 
New York. 

COUGHLIN. Earl G-. Pfc.. 36457376. Co. C , Mar- 
quette. Michigan. 

DE GREGORY. Henry R.. Pfc.. 33666890. Co. E . 
Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania. 

DELPRA. Leonard. Pvt.. 33573252. Co. "G”. Indian*. 

Pennsylvania. ^ 

DEUTSCHMAN. Alfred J., Sgt.. 32013578. Co. D . 

Long Island City. New York. 

FADEL, Saleh M., Pvt.. 32697140. Co. ••C”, Brooklyn. 

New York. _ 

GLEICH, Frederick J.. Pfc.. 36649718. Co. I . Chi- 
cago, Illinois. ^ 

GONZALEZ. Dimas S.. Pvt., 39124537. Co. C . 
Decoto, California. 

GRAHAM. Philip S . Pvt.. 1 1132796. Co. B . Som- 
erville. Massachusetts. , 

GREENMAN. Robert E.. Pvt.. 42033961. Co. 1 . 

Brooklyn. New York. _ , 

HAMPTON. Oren R . Pvt.. 33737583. Co. D . 

Washington, District of Columbia. 

HARTILL. Fred E.. Pvt.. 32913130. Co. * G ‘, Rich- 
mond Hill. New York. , 

HASTINGS. Claude H.. Pvt.. 14161030. Co. G , 

Jackson. Tennessee. 

HAYNES. Robert E.. S/Sgt.. 31286150. Co. C . East 
Long Meadow, Massachusetts. 

HUNT, Bryan G.. Pfc., 14116562. Co. *'A' . Hot 

Springs. Arkansas. , 

JORDAN. Thomas L.. Jr.. Pvt.. 34792645. Co. B . 
West Palm Beach. ’Florida. 

KENNEDY, Charles M.. Pfc., 34884578. Co. K . 

Columbia. Tennessee. , , 

NEGLESS. La Verne L.. Sgt.. 37251921. Co. G . 
Holstein, Iowa. 

POTTER. William P., Pfc.. 37541855. Co. E , White 
Earth. Minnesota. ... _ 

PRESTON. Bascom E.. Pvt.. 35772726. Med. Det.. 

Mila. Kentucky. . 

RICH. Ordway K.. Pvt.. 37540239. Co. L . St. 

Joseph, Missouri. 

SMITH. Lawrence O.. Pfc.. 6664649. Co. E . Indi- 
anapolis. Indiana. 

SNEAD. Ernest H.. S/Sgt.. 33455365. Co. C . Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia. , , « u 

SUTPHIN. James E.. Pvt.. 35650233. 3rd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co., Wyco. West Virginia. 

TAYLOR, Albert. Pfc.. 34739818. Co. ‘ C . Rockwood. 

Tennessee. , _ ,, _ 

THOMAS, John E.. S/Sgt.. 15045476. Co. L . Foa- 
toria. Ohio. 

TIEDEMAN. George R.. Pvt.. 32999684. Co. I . 

Bronx, New York. ^ ..... 

WILLIAMS, Warren B.. S/Sgt.. 19018636. Co. 1 , 
Boyd. Montana. ^ 

ZINDA. Oliver* J.. Pvt.. 36257287. Co. C . Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin. 

ZWIERS, Walter J.. Pvt., 36004181. Co, G . Chicago. 
Illinois. 

25 MAY 1944 

ADAMAITIS, Frank J. Pvt.. 31337988. Co. •C*. 

Union City. Connecticut. ^ 

ADKINS. Earl. Jr.. Pvt., 35767371. Co. B . New 
Boston. Ohio. ^ _ 

BALL. William J., Pvt.. 33602740. AT Co.. Benton. 

Pennsylvania. ^ 

BEAN. Ray T.. Pfc.. 36350094. Co. ”K . Chicago. 

Illinois. « X. 

BOND. Kermit A.. Pfc.. 3 2856016. 2nd Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 
Massena, New York. 

BROOKS. Dillon D., Pfc.. 34024630. Co. G . South 
Miami. Florida. 

CANNIFF, Ralph I.. Pfc.. 32865404, Co. I . Plcas- 

antville. New York. , ^ ^ _ 

CORNELIUS. Howard F.. Jr.. Pfc.. 33139846. Co. 

‘'M”. Fannettsburg, Pennsylvania. 

DELIA. Pasqualc, Pfc.. 36867219. Co. •'G . Dear- 
born, Michigan. . 

FELDMAN. Harry. Sgt.. 33 781689, Co. E . Phila 
delphia, Pennsylvania. . 

GROENEVELD. James A.. Pvt.. 36661458. Co D . 

Phoenix, Illinois. , . 

HINDMAN. William C., Pvt.. 33409144. Co. D . 
Callensburg, Pennsylvania. 

HOOVER. Richard H., Pfc.. 34891550. Co. "B . Char- 
lotte, North Carolina. 

HOUGHTON. William R,, Sgt., 36463529. Co. ‘ 1 . 
Maitawan. Michigan. 
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lADAROLA. Leo A.. Sgt.. 3 1086 1 25. Co. "E ’. Mil- 
ford. Mamchusectf. 

JARES, Calvin L.. Pfc.. 39212147. Co. "K ’, Cocur 
D'Alene, Idaho. 

JOHNSON. Maurice H.. S/Sgt.. 32026010. Co "E '. 
Elmira, New York. 

LARY. Henry P.. S/Sgt., 20630974. Co. “K". Detroit. 
Michigan. 

MARTZ. Charlei E., Pvt., 37538755. Co ' I ", Kansas 
City, Missouri. 

MEGOWN, John N.. Jr.. Pfc., 19018555. Co ‘ A ", 
St. Joseph. Missouri. 

RIVERA. Edward A.. S/Sgt.. 39161202. Co. “F '. Los 
Angeles. California. 

ROCCHICCIOLI. Ralph. 1st Lt.. 0-1 296427. Co "K' . 
Richmond. Virginia. 

SANNICONDRO, Rudolph A.. Pvt.. 3 299969 7, Co. 
"I". Bronx. New York. 

WILLIS, John E.. Pvt., 1 201 203 7, Co. T’. Pauls- 
boro. New Jersey. 

26 MAY 1944 

ALFIER. Nicholas. T/Sgt.. 32279419. Co. “H". 
Phillipsburg, New Jersey. 

GIFFIN, Edgar R., 2nd Lt., 0-1301982. Co, ’ F ". Guil- 
ford. Missouri 

KOONCE. James E.. Pvt., 34709179, Co "I '. Hazel 
Green. Alabama. 

LOPEZ. Joe, Pvt,, 39696238. Co. ‘T*. Merced. Cali- 
fornia. 

SCATES. Edward R.. S/Sgt., 3404481 1. Co “B". 
Lexington. Tennessee. 

SCIABARRA. Carlo. Pvt., 3 24 19672. Co. “A' . Brook- 
lyn. New York. 

27 MAY 1944 

CHASE, Robert M.. Pvt., 1406418 3. 2nd Bn Hqrs Co 
CLARK. Clifford L.. Sgt., 37068666, Co "F , Eureka 
Springs, Arkansas. 

D'ALESSIO. Antonio. Pvt., 3 1 387373. Co •'L ". Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island. 

DANII^IK, Steve, Pvt., 36830246. Co •'A ’, South 
Milwaukee. Wisconsin. 

FAGENBAUM. Joseph S.. Pfc.. 36 1 28268. Co. -H '. 
Detroit, Michigan. 

KELSEY, Adolph E.. Pvt., 3 1405243, Co. "C". Water- 
bnry, Connecticut. 

RICE. Timothy. Pfc.. 33629221. Co. *K’’. Marshal. 
North Carolina. 

ROWLAND. William H.. Pfc.. 33 149652. Co -F". 
Niagara Falls, New York. 

S7ABO, Anthony, Pfc., 335635 14. Co ■‘A". Prince 
Georges. Maryland. 

WRIGHT. Robert S.. Pvt.. 13 1 203 1 3. Co '’F ”. Metu- 
chen. New Jersey. 

28 MAY 1944 

BOWMAN. James, Pvt.. 33775 1 59. Co. •'A '. Cheney. 
Pennsylvania. 

BUSH. James H.. Pvt.. 33209780, Co •’B". Kansas 
City. Kansas. 

CHASING CROW. Vernon P.. Sgt,. 1 7005 5 75. 3rd Bn. 
Hqrs. Co.. Miami, Florida. 

CONDON, Robert W.. Pvt, 3 1 345526. Co ‘A". 
Simsbury. Connecticut. 

COSHAREK. Nicholas. Pvt.. 33 149659, Co “A’. 
Johnstown. Pennsylvania. 

DAVIS, James, Pvt., 15354890, Med. Det . Coshen. 
Indiana. 

DENEHY. George A.. Pvt., 32765308, Co. “C Jersey 
City. New Jersey. 

ERICKSON. Rudolph M.. S/Sgt.. 3930345 3. Co. ‘'A ", 
Quincy, Oregon. 

EWING. Robert E.. Pvt.. 3 5 225 202, Co. “K”. Grand 
Island. Nebraska 

HEINTZ, Louis K.. Pfc., 3838258 1. Co “A '. Wa.o. 
Texas. 

JAY, Clinton H.. Pvt.. 35235 1 24. Co “K ", Youngs- 
town. Ohio. 

MAGARO. Peter N . Pfc., 366791 16. Co •'B '. Chicago. 
Illinois. 

McCARVEI.L. Herbert D., Pvt.. 1 1085949. Co. ‘ D ’, 
Winooski, Vermont. 

MOYER. Glenn A.. Pfc.. 33606596. Co “A". Ber- 
wick. Pennsylvania, 

OSIPOFF. Michael. Pvt., 368718 1 7. Co. "A ". Dear- 
born, Michigan. 

ROUX, Adrien J. P., Pvt., 3 1321 309. Co "B", Sabbat- 
tus. Maine. 

STERNFELD. Bernard. Pvt.. 3 2790962. Co “A". 
Bronx. New York. 

TANCIN, George. Pvt.. 336022 19, Co. “I”. Upper 
Lehigh. Pennsylvania. 

29 MAY 1944 

BERARDL Nello L. Pvt.. 35 556856. Co. "B", San- 
dusky, Ohio. 

CAS^A^LL. Henry J.. Pvt., 36763354. Co. “K”, Col- 
lingsville, Illinois 

DROBNIEWSKI. Chester G.. Pfc.. 36296704. Co ■'H ", 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

CODA. David. Pvt.. 3374358 1. Co. “K ", Washington. 
District of Columbia. 

McKNIGHT. Wendel L.. S/Sgt. 1 6014078. Co "D". 
Charlotte. Michigan. 

MURPHY, Ernest G.. Pfc. 34763507, Co "D". 
Lavonia. Georgia. 

30 MAY 1944 

DANZER. Harry. Pvt.. 32539865. Co ‘ C”, Brooklyn, 
New York. 

ORTIZ. Joseph. Pvt . 36661574, Lst Bn Hqrs Co., 
Chicago. Illinois 

PENA, Ysidro T/4. 38032209. AT Co.. Floresv.lle, 
Texas. 

RIENKS. Louis M. Pfc.. 36463475. Co "G". Grand 
Rapids. Michigan. 



SZCZEPANSKI. Charles J. Sgt., 36196321. Co. "B", 
Vermontville, Michigan. 

TESTA. Charles F., Pfc.. 3 2664467, Co. "G ". Utica. 
New York. 

31 MAY 1944 

ADAMS, John R.. Pvt., 37721801. Co. ”L ’. Essing- 
ton. Pennsylvania. 

ANDRESS. Floyd J., Sgt.. 35346392. Co. * T’. Geneva. 
Indiana. 

BISPHAM. Edward J, Pvt.. 359 1 3416. Co. "D”. 

Cleveland. Ohio. 

BOROWSKI, Walter J.. S/Sgt., 3660171 5. Co. "L”. 
Chicago, Illinois. 

CHAMBERS. John M.. Pvt.. 3485 2300. Co. '•K”. 

Timberlake. North Carolina. 

DARLACK. Stanley G.. Pvt.. 33897870. Co. “K”. 

Baltimore. Maryland. 

GOODWIN. Clarence P.. Jr.. 1st Lt.. 0-13 19734, Co. 
■'L”. Gonzales Texas. 

HEISI.ER. Arthur W.. Pvt.. 39620610. Co. "L". 

Billings, Montana. 

HOUDE. Raymond A.. Pvt., 3 1389866. Co. ■•L ". Gard- 
ner, Massachusetts. 

JARRETT, Benjamin F.. Jr.. Pfc., 34881 149, Co. 
"K”. Memphis. Tennessee. 

LEWIS. Harold T., Pfc., 1 1015072, 3rd Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 
Lancaster. New Hampshire. 

MANDEL, David. Pvt., 32886455. Co. 'I '. Bronx. 
New York. 

PEOPLES. Donald J., Pvt.. 32366880. Co. •'K”, 
Trenton. New Jersey. 

SCHU.MACHER, John L., Pvt., 33749492, Co. "L". 

Washington. District of Columbia. 

SILVIA. John H.. Pvt., 3 1370595. Co. "K". Brock- 
ton. Massachusetts. 

STEFEIN, Vincent W.. Pvt., 3992 1059. Co 'T'. Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 

THORNBURG. Kenneth K.. Pvt.. 394683 16. Co. I '. 
Babbitt, Nevada. 

VERNON, Phillip H.. Pvt., 34893595. Co. ‘I', 
Winston Salem. North Carolina. 

1 JUNE 1944 

ALTHOUSE. Robert E.. Pvt.. 33833644, Co. “A ". 
Lebanon. Pennsylvania. 

COFFMAN. Paul R.. Pvt.. 33655857. Co. •'A”. Saint 
Charles. V'irginia 

COOK. Charles R. Pfc., 36582453, Co. “A ', Essex 
ville, Michigan. 

DAVIDOVITZ, Alfred. Pvt.. 35314780, Co. •'K". 
Cleveland. Ohio. 

DWYER. Joseph E.. Pfc., 3 1 292559, Co. "D '. Provi- 
dence. Rhode Island. 

GREEN. Samuel T. Jr.. Pfc., 33218655, Co. 'M". 
Tip Top, Virginia. 

HAYES. Otis E.. Jr.. Pvt., 33898066. Co. "L ’. Owings 
Mills, Maryland. 

HOUGH. George M.. Jr., 1st Lt.. 0-3 1 1788. Co. "A ". 
Chicago, Illinois. 

HUNDRUP. Anton W., S/Sgt.. 3732 83 59. Co. "A”. 
Dayton. Ohio. 

l.EVY Harry E.. Capt.. 0-1292548. Co. "H '. Hale- 
thorpe. .Vlaryland. 

LINTHICUM. Franklin A,. Pvt., 33897976, Co. "F '. 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

MASCIANGELO. Albert W.. Pvt., 35282321, Co. "L ". 
Niles. Ohio. 

McCOY, James L.. Pvt.. 33656607. Co. “A”. Coving- 
ton. Virginia. 

NAIL. Leo A.. Pvt.. 35174426, Co. •'A'. Youngs- 
town. Ohio 

NEVAL. Thomas C.. T/5, 42006323. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Fords. New Jersey. 

NIX. Robert W.. III. 1st Lt., 0-387880, Co. •‘A'. 
Waterford. Virginia. 

RENO. Sterling, Sgt., 34335473, Co. -K". New Castle, 
Alabama. 

SALVETA. Leo. Pvt., 3658761 8. Co. “M”. Detroit. 
Michigan. 

S.MITH, Wilbur L.. Pvt.. 34793 1 3 5. Co. "F ". Winter 
Park. Florida. 

TILDEN. William T.. Pvt., 346792 1 2. Co. "A". High 
Point. North Carolina. 

UNDERHILL. Frederick M.. Jr.. Pfc., 3 1337961. Co. 
"F", Danbury. Connecticut. 

VASTOI A. Sam M., Pvt., 42025086. Co. “A Buffalo, 
New York. 

VICIC. Frank J.. Pvt.. 33573035, Co. "A”. Lloydell, 
Pennsylvania. 

W07NEAK, Joseph G. Pvt.. 33683 1 66. Co. *‘D". 
Warren. Pennsylvania. 

2 JUNE 1944 

DYKE. Lawrence, Pvt., 3 3678303. Co. "C ", Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylv«iii«. 

LANGE. Arthur H.. Pvt., 3992 1 1 22, Co. ‘‘F ’. Rock- 
well City. Iowa. 

LUEBKE. Arden D.. Pfc.. 36832865. Co. "F". Beloit. 
Wisconsin. 

MANUES. Roy L., Pvt.. 3 76 1 7474. Co. "F ", Pevely. 
Missouri. 

MARTEL, Ferdinand J.. Pfc.. 17006108. Co. "A”. 
Medina. North Dakota. 

ROMANO. Frank J.. Pfc., 1 3 1 5 3 243. Co, "B ". Phila- 
delphia. Pennsylvania. 

ROUSH. Jacob R.. Jr.. Pfc., 3570824 1, Co. "E'-. Terre 
Haute, Indiana. 

3 JUNE 1944 

ABERNATHY, Thomas C.. Pvt., 34891470. 1st Bn. 

Hqrs. Co.. Boger City, North Carolina. 

BANKS. Staev O, Pvt., 33656696. Co, “C”. 1 ynd- 
hurst. Virginia. 

BOYER. Earl W.. Pfc., 35201 84'J. Co “A ", Mason 
City, West Virginia. 

DAY. Ernest F... Sgt., 37550 1 8 2. Co. "C ". Carrington. 
North Dakota. 



DEEGAN. Thomas J., Jr., Prt , 3 1305530. Co. "K '. 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

DOERNER. Wayne, Pfc., 36763 1 56. Co "K '. Granite 
City. Illinois. 

GRASTY. Charles F.. Pfc,. 33646485, Co ’ K 

Orange, Virginia. 

LARGE, Charles W.. Pvt.. 33735974. Co. ‘ D '. Lenoir 
City, Tennessee. 

RANEY. John S., 1st Lt., 0-1300217, Co. "M". 

Brooklyn, New York. 

SCULLEY, Thomas H.. 2nd Lt.. 0-13 24 194. Co "K ', 
Long Island. New York. 

SWETT, Roy A.. Pvt.. 35933627. Co. "I ". Atlanta. 
Georgia. 

TOFFEY. John J.. Ill, Lt. Col . 0 335 348. RFUS, 

Columbus, Ohio. 

VALENTINO, Joseph J., Pvt.. 3 2862639. Co. 'L '. 
Brooklyn, New York. 

WALE. Albert J.. Pvt., 39140759. Co 'K ". San Fran- 
cisco. California. 

WALKER, William C.. Pvt.. 3971 1328, Co. ‘'K ". Bell. 
California. 

WILLIAMS, Francis B.. Pvt., 33658362. Co. “K". 

Strasburg. Virginia. 

WINTERS, Robert V., Pfc.. 32855605, Co. "K ". Ran- 
dall, New York. 

ZISNER, Irving, Pvt., 32999544. Co "K", Brooklyn, 
New York. 

4 JUNE 1944 

KORPAK, Alex., Pvt., 32848072, Co ’ L' . Syracuse. 
New York. 

MEENAN. Joseph R.. Pvt., 3 1387368. Co. "I ". Provi- 
dence, Rhc^e Island. 

NAKTENIS, George M.. Pvt.. 3 1378756, Co ‘ L ". 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

SAUNDERS. Robert P.. Pvt.. 4203 5 347, Co. ' G 
Hudson Falls. New York. 

SPENCER. Edward S.. S/Sgt., 34730971. Co. "L '. 
Lovelville, Tennessee. 

WEISS. Seymour. Pvt., 3 299 7446, Co. “I". Bronx. 
New York. 

5 JUNE 1944 

SARGEANT, Marvin. Pvt., 34813828. Co. "D ", Nota- 
sulga. Alabama. 

SCOTHORN. George M.. Pvt., 3 7566 716. Co. "A '. 
Watertown, South Dakota. 

7 JUNE 1944 

NOBLE. Montie P.. S/Sgt.. 6666850, Co. ' A". Anco, 
Kentucky. 



19 JUNE 1944 

MOEDE. Owen F.. Pvt., 3 75 7603 1. Co ‘ T'. Forrest 
Lake, Minnesota. 

21 JUNE 1944 

McCOY. Andrew C.. Pvt , 347352 1 3. Co. "A". Frank 
fort, Tennessee. 



Campaign of Southern France 



15 AUGUST 1944 

ADDIS, Gerald J.. S/Sgt.. 35 1 53522. Co ‘ G . Albion, 
Indiana. 

ARSENAULT, George C , Sgt . 3 1 398687. Co. 'A '. 
Rumford, Maine. 

BARTELSON, John L., Pvt.. 3 1385400. Co. -H'. 
Providence, Rhode Island. 

BILLS. Charles R.. Pfc., 383 13 15 3. Co * G Olney. 
Texas. 

BOLLEN, Chester H.. Pvt.. 3 367027 1. Co •'D ". West- 
view. Pennsylvania. 

BURKE. Melon J., Pvt., 18062227, Med. Det.. Orange. 
Texas. 

CASPER. Selwyn S.. Pfc.. 3 7268744. Co. "F ", Tracy. 
Minnesota. 

CONAWAY. Mino T.. Pvt.. 338335 16, Co. "K 
Norristown, Pennsylvania. 

COOK. Robert O., Sgt., 37399195. Co. ' F '. Halls- 
ville. Missouri. 

COOPERBERG. Harold. Pfc , 6 5 84709, Co ' G 
Brooklyn, New York. 

COUGHLIN, Francis X.. Pvt.. 13200381. Co. “A''. 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

CRAMPTON, Merle O., Pfc.. 33562048. Co -G'. 
Fairplay. Maryland. 

CREAGH. John J.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1 3 1 7971. Co. •'K'. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

CUCCINIELLO. William S.. S/Sgt . 3 1305626. Co. 
■’K”. Chelsea, Mas.sachusetts 

DAVENPORT. Harry I.. Pfc . 201 1 2414. Co. "G". 
Dudley. Massachusetts. 

DAVIS. Sammie, Pvt.. 348103 27, Co. "D". Spring 
ville, Alabama. 

DI MATTEO, Joseph M.. Pfc.. 33600188. Co "D ". 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

DURANDO. Thomas J.. Pvt , 3:805H7. Co "D '. 
Brooklyn. New York. 

EAST. Harry F.. Pvt., 358971 16. Co. "G". Michigan 
City. Indiana. 

EIDSON. Wyman. Pvt.. 34686454. Co "G". Augusta. 
Georgia. 

FINOCCHIARO. Fred H, Cpl.. 33 1 39369. Co D’’. 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

FITZGERALD. Francis J.. Pfc.. 42013264. Co "A 
Union City. New Jersey. 

FLETKE, Gilbert E.. Sgt., 36121410, Regtl Hqrs 
Co., Detroit, Michigan. 

FRIFDLANDER. Herman H.. Pvt.. 38286638. 2nd Bn 
Hqrs. Co.. Dallas. Texas 

FRY. Cecil O.. Pvt.. 39 136975. Co ■'F ". Watsonville. 
California 

HALE. James L.. S/Sgt., 356683 20. Co. "E ", Bimble. 
Kentucky. 
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HA2EN, James W.. Jr. Pfc.. 38126940. Co. •*K'. 
Ponca City. Oklahoma. 

HERBERT. Joseph J., Pvt.. 3825 8467. Co. "D *. Gney 
Dam. Louisiana. 

HOWARD. Murt M. Pfc.. 3 3291294. Co. -G'. 
Duquesne, Pennsylvania. 

KAFKA. William J.. Pfc.. 3 6662490. Co. -P ". Chicago. 
Illinois. 

KERSEY. Robert L.. Pvt.. 39419308. Co. * F Dyess. 
Arkansas. 

KING. George. Pfc.. 3216697 7, Co. "D", Bayonne. 
New Jersey. 

KOSIBA. Joseph. Pfc.. 36856688. Co. "F”. Detroit, 
Michigan. 

MARENGO. Clarence L.. Sgt.. 19018731. Co. “F ”. 
Arlee, Montana. 

MILLER. Orren J . Pfc.. 35870197. Co. ‘ B '. Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. 

MORLEY. Maynard R.. Pfc.. 365 70615. Co. "G”. 
Detroit. Michigan. 

NIEDZWIECKI. Chester J., Pfc.. 36810453. Co. "F**. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

NORLING, Sven R.. Pfc., 37283676. Co. -'H '. Mc- 
Intosh. Minnesota. 

ORGANIS, John S., Pfc., 3 28 77944, Co. "G ". McAdoo. 
Pennsylvania. 

PACION. Frank A.. Pfc.. 36875185. Co. "G ’. Dear- 
born, Michigan. 

PARKER. Ivan H.. Pvt.. 39336524. Co. “E ’. Eugene. 
Oregon. 

ROSS. Ernest N.. Pfc., 2011 1605. Co. ■G”, Old 
Orchard. Oregon. 

SCHULTZ, Harold A., 1st Lt., 0-1315974. Co. "D". 
Naspeth. New York. 

SEILF, Paul F, Pvt.. 42024845, Co. ‘G’. Buffalo, 
New York. 

SHELTON. Simon P.. S/Sgt., 6925690. Co. “F Flag 
Pond. Tennessee. 

SHAFFER, Robert H., S/Sgt.. 33678996. Co. ••F”. 
Elderton, Pennsylvania. 

SMITH, Robert E.. Pfc., 19014213. Co. ”G’*. Portland, 
Oregon. 

SORBER. George W.. Pvt., 322351 14. Co. 'B”. Har- 
rison. New Jersey. 

STAWIARSKl, Stanley. Pfc.. 36164255. Co. **A”. 
Detroit, Michigan. 

ST. HILAIRE. Adrien J.. Pvt.. 31320407. Co. ‘'G". 
Lewiston. Maine. 

STREETER, William H.. Pfc.. 37357378. Co. "B*. 
Cheyenne. Wyoming. 

SWAYNE. Robert J.. Sr.. Sgt.. 33656649, Co. "G". 
Galex. Virginia. 

TAKACS. John J.. Jr., Pvt., 359 15675. Co. “G”. 
Kellington, Ohio. 

TAURIAINEN, Robert E.. Pvt., 36451333. Co. ' G '. 
Hurontown. Michigan. 

THIELBAR. Edward T.. Jr., Pvt.. 36686570, Co. "G". 
Elgin. Illinois. 

TOINEETA. Jeremiah. Pfc., 34599 187, Co. "F', 
Cherokee. North Carolina. 

WALL. John P., Pvt.. 31306196, Co. -B”. Roxbury. 
Massachusetts. 

WILLIAMS. Robert J., Sgt . 328771 14. Co. "G '. 
Brooklyn. New York. 



16 AUGUST 1944 

BOEVER. John D., Pvt.. 36481547, Co. "C'. Peking, 
Illinois. 

CASSIDY. Edwin H.. Pfc., 31 196154. Co. "G”. 
Etowah. Tennessee. 

CHILENSKY. John. 2nd Lt.. 0-1321 154. Co. "A”, 
Colliers. West V'irginia. 

GERMANY. Roy B.. Pfc., 34624431, Co. “C”, Centre- 

ville. Mississippi. 

WEBSTF.R. Charles H. Pvt . 3 1 245250. Med. Det.. 
Wakefield. Rhode Island. 



17 AUGUST 1944 

HEGLUND. Dale L.. Pvt.. 39336002. Co. "G Colom- 
bia. Orgeon. 

HORYT. Edward S.. Pfc., 42012303. Co. -E ’, Eliza- 
beth. New Jersey. 

SPARK. Albert J. Sgt., 37035953. Co. ‘•H ’, Logan, 
Iowa. 

18 AUGUST 1944 

BERCHIOLLY. Thomas F.. S/Sgt . 703 1867, Co. ‘ L”, 
Macon. Georgia. 

CARSON, Joseph C . Pfc . 34147942. Co. "E ". Mem- 
phis. Tennessee. 

DE FILIPPO. Anthony J . Pvt.. 32944002. Co. "L”. 
Ballston Spa . New York. 

SELF. Loise J.. Pfc , 34726986, Co. “A”, Flintville, 
Tennessee. 

SIME. Richard C.. 2nd Lt . 0-13 13401. Co. ‘ L". 
Aberdeen. South Dakota. 

19 AUGUST 1944 

SAYLOR. Leonard H.. Pvt . 33735891. Co. “G”. Ras- 
burg, Maryland. 

21 AUGUST 1944 

BONOYER. Francis T.. S/Sgt.. 31025499, Co. "C'. 
Northbridge. Masschusetts. 

NICHOLS. Robert R.. Pfc . 35609106. Co. *‘C’. Hope- 
dale, Ohio 

2 2 AUGUST 1944 

McGHAN. Paul V. 1st Lt.. 0-13 17098. Co. *‘K'. 
Saratoga Springs. New York. 

23 AUGUST 1944 

BURRIS. Othie. Pvt.. 35622783. Co. ''A'. Alger. 
Ohio. 

GOETZ. Carl A. Pvt.. 32756131. Co. •’G’. Maya 
Landing. New Jersej. 



Digitized by Google 



28 AUGUST 1944 

CUNNINGHAM, Joe R.. Jr., Pfc., 34736302. Co. *'B '. 
Graytville, Tennessee. 

FARMER. Leslie H.. Pvt.. 35 101309. Co. "K '. Lewis 
burg. Kentucky. 

HAGAN, Stephen J.. Pvt.. 31372165. Co. * K". Salem. 
Massachusetts. 

SWEIGARD. Harold H.. Pvt . 1701 1447. Co. "K ”. 
Stanton, Nebraska. 

29 AUGUST 1944 

DIEHL, William H., Pfc.. 35870266. Co. ' K ‘. Canton. 
Ohio. 

FERNALD, Harold L.. Jr.. T/Sgt., 1 1039985. Co. ‘ K ’. 

Nottingham, New Hampshire. 

FOTTENBURY. Otis O.. 2nd Lt., 0-2055045. Co. 

"M”, Arkington Heights. Ohio. 

MUNGAY. William. Pfc., 420506 54, Co. “C'. Brook- 
lyn. New York. 

SMITH, James E.. Pfc.. 34827727. Co. ‘T\ Thomas- 
ton, Georgia. 

STANSBERRY. Ray, Pfc.. 35 671525, Co. 'K '. Brook- 
side. Kentucky. 

STEINER. John H.. S/Sgt.. 3 5010988. Co. "K'’. 
New Philadelphia, Ohio. 

2 SEPTEMBER 1944 

FALKOWSKI, John S.. Pfc.. 32468539. Co. "C”. 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 

4 SEPTEMBER I 944 

KROVCHUCK, William E.. Pvt.. 17017625. 2nd Bn. 

Hqrs. Co., Saint Paul, Minnesota. 

WARR. Robert L.. Sgt., 34645109, Co. “F *. Camden. 
South Carolina. 



13 SEPTEMBER 1944 

CASTONGUAY. Raymond J.. S/Sgt.. 31378806. Co. 
"K", Hartford. Connecticut. 

KATZ. Sidney. T/5. 32820255, 3rd Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 
Brooklyn. New York. 

McClellan. Harold J.. Sgt.. 34256684. Co. "A *. 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 

POTISUK. Stephen. Sgt., 35 607984. Co. 'L". Kent. 
Ohio. 

SANDERS. Henry, Pfc.. 39537850. Co. *‘K ", Compton. 
California. 

SHULL. Elmer J.. Pfc., 34884793. Co. 'K”. Elizabeth. 
Tennessee. 



14 SEPTEMBER 1944 

ADLER. Harold. Pfc.. 32539690. Regtl. Hqr*. Co.. 
Bronx. New York. 

ANCANAGE. Joaeph S.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1319909. Cn. Co.. 
Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania. 

EVANS. Rufus. Jr.. Pfc.. 34808814. Co. -C'. Brewton, 
Alabama. 

GOODWIN. James A., Sgt., 36649957. Co. "A'. 
Herrin. Illinois. 

LOWE. James D.. Pvt.. 34893216. Co. 'A ". Spring- 
field. North Carolina. 

NALBONE. Angelo C.. Pvt., 3295 7274. 2nd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Trenton, New Jersey. 

OLSEN. Stanley K., Pvt., 36870857, Co. 'B”. Detroit. 
Michigan. 

STREHLE. Frank. 2nd Lt., 0-1287780. Co. '•A ". New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

STUMP. Robert W.. Pfc., 35668212. Co. "C . Nor- 
wood. Ohio. 

TROTTER. Morris L., Pfc.. 341875 74. Co. **K”. Cun- 
ningham. Tennessee. 

VAILLANCOURT. Ernest J.. Pfc.. 31261860, Cn. Co.. 
Northbridge, Massachusetts. 



5 SEPTEMBER 1944 

MERRIHEW, Harry L.. Jr.. Pfc.. 32942820. Co. ' F". 
Plattsburg. New York. 

MULLER. James E., Pvt.. 32863019. 2nd Bn. Hqrs. 

Co., Jackson Heights, New York. 

SMITH. James V.. Sgt.. 36446959. Co. -F ’. Peoria. 
Illinois. 

6 SEPTEMBER 1944 

HERRERA. John A., Pfc.. 37342763. Co. “G *. Denver. 
Colorado. 

KESTERSON, Doyle D., Pfc.. 3 851 1648. Co. "E'-. 
Dierks. Arkansas. 

KLATTE. Ralph C.. Pvt.. 35808118. Co. “C’. Terre 
Haute. Indiana. 

MEYER. Charles F.. Pfc.. 3 2642713. Co. "E". White 
Stone. Long Island, New York. 

TAYLOR. Shuba W.. Pfc.. 33515013. Co. **L”. Wash- 
ington. District of Columbia. 

TRUPIANO. Dominick J., Pfc.. 38495315. Co. ‘'L ”. 
Marrero. Louisiana. 

URBA. Walter, Pfc , 42010378. Co. -‘G”. Kearny. New 
Jersey. 

7 SEPTEMBER 1944 

CRAWFORD. Woodrow W.. Pfc.. 32327052, Co. *‘E ’. 
New York, New York. 

FUCHS, Herbert B.. Pvt.. 42035880. Co. "M '. Brook- 
lyn. New York. 

GREEN. Robert A.. Pvt., 33640171. Co. "B”. Sand- 
sion. Virginia.' 

MONTGOMERY, John F.. Jr., Pfc.. 12101216, Co. 

"B ”. Livingston. New Jersey. 

TOLBERT. Raymond W,. Pvt.. 33898059. Co. ' I”. 
Baltimore. Maryland. 

WALBERT, George W,. Pvt.. 33832047, Co. "B". 
Easton, Pennsylvania. 

9 SEPTEMBER 1944 

DAVIS. Lucius S.. Jr.. Capt.. 0-381599. Co. •‘M”. 
Seattle, Washington. 

DRAPER. James H.. CpL. 36678085, Co. “M”. Ohio. 
Illinois. 

HAYES. Frank. Pfc.. 35 101 321, Regtl. Hqrs. Co.. 
Henderson. Kentucky. 

MONASTERIO. Fidel. Pfc., 3968331 1. Co. ■M". 
Mount Home, Idaho. 

TAMBURINE. Albert J.. Pvt.. 33683168. Co. ' M ". 
Warren. Pennsylvania. 

10 SEPTEMBER 1944 

GREENE. Julian F., S/Sgt., 14142174. Co. “M'. 
Warwick, Georgia. 

HARRIS. John W.. Pfc.. 33642983. Co. ‘ G”. Norfolk. 
Virginia. 

MALLOY. George, Pvt.. 32777092. Co. ' L", Newark. 
New Jersey. 

PATTERSON, Elwyn D.. Pfc.. 35224861, Co. ■‘L ’, 
Logan. Ohio. 

VERMEULEN. Edward F.. Pfc.. 36453887. Co. "G'. 
Kalamazoo. Michigan. 



11 SEPTEMBER 1944 

ALEXANDER. John F.. Pfc . 3901 1010. 3rd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co., Richmond, California. 

ALLEY, Willis D.. Pfc.. 694733 3. Co. ‘'M '. Balti- 
more. Maryland. 

GRIFFIN, Virgil R.. T/5, 36459455, 3rd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co , Battle Creek. Michigan. 

HANNON, Ernest E.. Pfc.. 31051221. Co. "K ', Provi- 
dence. Rhode Island. 

12 SEPTEMBER 1944 

BEVINS. Edward J.. Sgt . 310091 1 1. Co. "L ", Hart- 
ford, Connecticut. 



The Campaign of the Rhineland 

15 SEPTEMBER 1944 

BLACKWOOD. Arthur J., 2nd Lt., 0-2055944, Co. 

■‘H”. Donnybrook, North Dakota. 

BURKHARDT. Richard L.. 1st Lt.. 0-439204, Co. 
”D”. Xenia, Ohio. 

CANALE. William T.. Pfc.. 3473833 1. Co. "L'. 
Memphis. Tennessee. 

D ANGELO, Thomas. Sgt., 32880883. Co. "D '. New 
York. New York. 

DEBO. Ralph V.. Pfc.. 35273920, Co. "M '. Canton. 
Ohio. 

DEEMER. Howard K.. Pvt.. 33674988. Co. 'L‘. 
Zelienople. Pennsylvania, 

DUBY, Bernard L., Pvt.. 20631945. Co. "M”. Saginaw, 
Michigan. 

GOLDSMITH. James H.. Pvt.. 33897968. Co. 'L '. 
Prince George. Maryland. 

HALL. Noah B.. Pfc.. 34571293. Co. "L”. Adel. 
Georgia. 

HANSON. Thomas E.. Pfc.. 396833 52. Co. "M ’. Salt 
Lake City. Utah. 

KUHNS. Harry T.. Jr., S/Sgt.. 33240415. Co. "A”. 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

MORRIS. Sherman, Pvt.. 35728716, Co. “D”. Wick- 
liffe, Kentucky. 

PERKINS. Thomas J., Pfc., 368 1 1 183. Co. *1'. 
Superior. Wisconsin. 

SARDO. Pasquale, Pfc.. 31259645. Co. 'M ', Fitch- 
burg, Massachusetts. 

SCOTT. George W.. Pfc.. 34880182, Co. ‘ T'. McMin- 
ville. Tennessee. 

SHAPIRO. Bernard M., Pvt.. 32995258. Co. -T' 
Brooklyn. New York. 

THOMPSON. Kenneth J., S/Sgt.. 19012297, Co. "D '. 
Alampo, California. 

THOMPSON. William B.. Pfc.. 34625 1 85. Co. "C'. 
Aberdeen, Mississippi. 

VALERI. Ernest. Sgt,, 32999605. Co. 'T'. White 
Plains. New York. 

YANISH. William G.. S/Sgt.. 33109588. Co. ‘T’. 
Sheffield. Pennsylvania. 



16 SEPTEMBER 1944 

CATALANO. Angelo J.. S/Sgt.. 31040314. Co. "C”. 
W'lllimantic. Connecticut. 

DIOGUARDI. Joseph C.. Sgt.. 36031259, Co. "C ’. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

HIRZEL. Howard H.. Jr.. Pfc., 32959378, Co. "L '. 
Baltimore. Maryland. 

NELSON. John D.. Pfc.. 33384450. Co. "D”. Cris- 
firld. Maryland. 

18 SEPTEMBER 1944 

FELKEL. Absalom C, Pfc.. 3465 15 26. Co. "D ‘. EHo- 
ree. South Carolina. 

20 SEPTEMBER 1944 

LEONARD. Ocko F.. Pvt.. 341 14070. Co. "I”. Lexing- 
ton. North Carolina. 

McELVEEN. Joseph M . 1st Lt , 0-1298894. Co. "D * 
Charlotte. North Carolina. 

SCHUTT. Melvin J., Jr. Pfc . 31341731. Co. “E *. 
South Egremont, Massachusetts 

21 SEPTEMBER 194 4 

BOGER. Arthur O . Pvt.. 3383365 1, Co. "A '. Leban- 
ion. Pennsylvania. 

BUSCHEL. Leonard. 1st Lt., 0-1302948, Co. •'L”. 
New York. New York. 

CAMPBELL, Tyler. Capt.. 0-1 3095 1 3. Co. "A '. Tow- 
son, Maryland. 

OLIVE. Edward J . Pfc., 37554803, Co. "A”. Carlton. 
Minnesota. 

PRIDEMORE. Albert T , Pfc , 34491946. Co. ' A ". 
Knoxville. Tennetiee. 
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22 SEPTEMBER 1944 

EGGLEFIELD. WiUtjm R.. Sft.. 3 294 2 J 79. Co. ‘ A . 
Elizabcthtowo. New York. 

FINE, William. Pet.. 13177900. Co. ‘ K”. Philadelphia. 
Peniuflvania. 

GILBERT. Jamea J.. Pet., 32997892. Co. I . Brook 
Ifn. New York. 

MILLER. Walter E.. Pvt.. 33441004. Co A . Acme 
Pennaflvania. 

NEVILLE. Tbomaa J . Pfc.. 32666323. Co. ’D . Troy. 
New York. 

TARLETON. Francis G.. Pvt.. 34852171, Co "1 . 
Wadesboro, North Carolina. 

WHITE. Gilmer W.. Pvt.. 34891493. Co I , Ger 
mantown. North Carolina. 

YAVANISKL John J.. Pvt.. 32852640. Co. -D . 
Hoosick Falls. New York. 

24 SEPTEMBER 1944 

COGAR. Fred. Pfc., 35202017. Co. "K . White Pine. 
West Virginia. 

HARNETT. Thomas M.. S/Sgt.. 32230016. Co. I". 
Bronx. New York. 

JONES. Leonard A.. T/Sgt.. 3344 3644. Co. "K . 
Roseville. Virginia. 

THORNBURGH. Joseph W.. Pfc.. 3805 2053. Co ’ F . 
Crosby. I'exas. 

25 SEPTEMBER 1944 

BLAHA. Richard J.. Pfc.. 36744010. Co C”. Berwyn. 
Illinois. 

CASE. Arthur D.. S/Sgt.. 19014941. Regtl. Hqrs. Co.. 
Wctley. California. 

CHRISTIAN. Clarence A.. Pvt., 37704977. Co. ' I . 
Denver. Colorado. 

DENNING. Adrian 1.. Jr . T/Sgt.. 33044628. Co ‘ E '. 

Washington. District of Columbia. 

EARP, Otis C.. Pfc., 36810585. Co. ‘H ’. La Crosse. 
Wisconsin. 

GARDNER. Calvin R . Pfc., 3 3434 139. Co. H . 

Weepville. Pennsylvania. 

MILLS. Thomas K.. S/Sgt.. 36739081. Co. ’ M . 
Wbitestone. South Carolina. 

26 SEPTEMBER 1944 

JOHNSON. Melvin M.. Pvt., 3 6667711. Co. K . 

Chicago. Illinois. 

REYES. Richard J.. Pvt.. 38462227. Co. T‘. San 
Antonio, Texas. 

RYSER. Cornelius J.. S/Sgt.. 36369095, Co. ‘ D '. 
Chicago, Illinois. 

27 SEPTEMBER 1944 

COCHENOUR. Howard G.. Pfc.. 336893 38. Co. ’A . 
McKees RcKk, Pennsylvania. 

DI DONATO. William J., Pfc.. 33792454. Co. "A . 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

HACKER. John L.. Pvt., 35501979. Co. A”. Hamil- 
ton. Ohio. 

HAUGHT. James M.. Pfc.. 3367 185 2. Co. ‘ A . New 
Kinsington, Pennsylvania. 

JONKMAN. Boniface, Pfc.. 3 27793 59. Co. ‘ H . Pat- 
terson. New Jersey. 

KITTREDGE. Marvin J.. Pvt , 31 592096. Co A , 
Worcester, Massachusetts. 

MANGIGIAN. Minas G , Pfc.. 39025368. Co. ‘ A , 
Los Angeles. California 

SCHAFFER. Thomas A.. Pfc., 359 19516. Co. A . 
Cleveland. Ohio. 

WALTERS. Arthur A., Pvt.. 36713728. Co. ‘ A . Eau 
Claire. Michigan. 

WYNN. Harvey E. Cpl.. 17003540. Co I . Saint 
Paul, Minnesota. 

28 SEPTEMBER 1944 

HENSON. Delma. Pfc.. 38437350. Co E . McGrrgor. 
Texas. 

POMPEl. Daniel R, Sgt., 3 )618465. Co. ‘E . Per 
kasie. Pennsylvania. 

SOJA. Edward F.. Pfc.. 33 5 1 1669. Co. "C . Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania. 

29 SEPTEMBER 1944 

ADAMIAN. Vahry A. J.. Pvt.. 3 1308506. Co C . 
Arlington. Massachusetts. 

CUMMINGS, James T.. Pfc.. 37108861. AT Co.. Pres 
cott, Arkansas. 

GALFRE. Vincent A.. Pfc., 31 134 283. 1st Bn Hqrs. 

Co.. Middleboro. Massachusetts. 

GIDCUMB. Alfred W.. Pvt.. 36687359. 2nd Bn Hqrs 
Co., Harrisburg. Illinois. 

LOVETT, Joseph G.. Pvt.. 31408849. Co. “F . Water 
bury. Connecticut. 

TARTAGLIA, Frank. Pfc.. 32776834. 2nd Bn Hqrs 
Co., Kearny, New Jersey. 

WHITNEY. Donald R.. Pfc., 37666201. AT Co. 
Dundee. Iowa. 

30 SEPTEMBER 1944 

ARROWSMITH, Stanley D.. 1st Sgt.. 34210075. Co. 

‘T’, Winnsboro, South Carolina. 

AUGUSTYN. Anthony S.. Sgt.. 12133547, Co. ' L . 
Trenton. New Jersey. 

BOZEMAN. William T.. Pfc., 34399996. Co “A . 
Trenton, New Jersey, 

DEAN. Harold M.. Pfc., 20421023, 2nd Bn. Hqrs Co . 
Quincy. Florida. 

KAGLE. Raymond P.. Pvt.. 13038899, Co. '■A". Mol- 
Icnauer. Pennsylvania. 

MARLATT. Chester L.. Pfc . 35234743, Co. "B . New 
Comberstown, Ohio. 

NICHOLSON, William C.. Pvt.. 34876642. Co. "L”. 
Richton. Mississippi. 

PRIMMAR. Donald B.. Pvt.. 19012384. Co. ■B”. 
Richmond. California. 

ROTHERMUND. Earl R.. Sgt.. 33418204. Co ' F". 
Muse. Pennsylvania. 



SCHERGER. Thomas M., Pfc . 20504069. Co. "A •. 
Defiance. Ohio. 

SPENCE. Elmer R . Pvt., 33542520. Co. "M ’. Phila- 
delphia. Pennsylvania. 

TRON. Paul J., 1st Lt.. 0-1312564. Co. "A '. Marion. 
Ohio. 

WILKINS. Chester O., Pvt.. 42081901. Co “L- . 
I rankford. Delaware. 

1 OCTOBER 1944 

CRAWFORD. W. H.. Pvt.. 20420609. Co. T . Winter 
Garden, Florida. 

GOULETTE. Cheshawgan H.. Capt . 0-323851. AT 
Co.. Phoenix. Arizona. 

HANNAH. Walter W.. Pvt.. 33898989. Co. "I". Balti- 
more, Maryland. 

LINDBERG. Charles T, Pvt.. 37722681. Co T'. 

Baltimore. Maryland. 

LOPEMAN. Herbert T.. Pvt.. 35297739. Co T'. 

Bellevue, Ohio. 

MILLER. Wayne E., Pfc.. 3 5606179. Co. ' I". Youngs- 
town. Ohio. 

SIEGEL. Martin. Pfc.. 42043143. Co * F •. New York. 
New York. 



3 OCTOBER 1944 

GIANARIS. Louis N., Pvt.. 33700056. Co. C . 
Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania. 

4 OCTOBER 1944 

DE SANTI, Michael. Pfc.. 3 23 71845. Co ‘ G , Albany. 
New Yo^k. 

GITTLEN. Joseph J.. Pvt.. 33076398. Co. D , Har 
risburg. Pennsylvania. 

KADRA. William J.. Cpl. 3 1 134158. Co. D . 

Chicago, Illinois. 

5 OCTOBER 1944 

BEARD. Davis M.. Pvt.. 34876233. Co. E . Tuplo. 
Mississippi. 

DAILEY. Donald L.. Pvt., 6580609. Co. ' C . O Neill. 

Nebraska. 

EGLITZ. Arthur R.. Pfc.. 3279 3 14 1. Co. C . New 
York. New York. 

LAMPKIN. Ernest A.. Pfc., 33640229. Co. C . 

Charles City. Virginia. 

LEWIS. Clair E.. Jr.. Pfc.. 33435952. Co. ' E . Titus- 
ville, Pennsylvania. 

LINKER. Paul E.. Pfc.. 3459 11 19, Co. G . Concord. 
North Carolina. 

MATHIS, Reese C., Pfc.. 34634602. Co. ' H . Collins. 
Mississippi. 

PETERS. Harry A.. Pvt . 36901610. Co. ‘ C . Chicago. 
Illinois. 

THOMPSON. Lloyd E., Pvt., 39184521. Med. Det . 
V akiama, Washington. 

6 OCTOBER 1944 

BARICH. John A.. S/Sgt.. 36695 728. Co -L . 
Chicago, Illinois. 

BERARDI. Frank J.. Pfc.. 32641568. Co. "C . New 
York. New York. 

COHEiN, Ra.ph L.. Pvt.. 42037216. Co. H . Bronx. 
New York. 

LEIGH. Farris E , Pfc.. 35702998. Co. ‘ L ’. Eubank. 
Kentucky. 

MERRUW. David A.. Pvt.. 3 1 540754. Co. ' L , Cairo. 
Georgia. 

MILLER. Dean A . Pfc , 31 178866. Co. 'L . White- 
field, New Hampshire. 

MOLYNEAUX, John M.. Pvt., 35589258. Med. Det.. 
Akron. Ohio. 

PAWLAK. Raymond J.. Pvt.. 36883806. Co. ' L . 
Wayne. Michigan. 

POTEEIE, Elmer r.. Pvt.. 34920925. Co. ‘K . Frank- 
lin, Tennessee. 

SHORT. Willard A.. Pvt.. 34679150. Co. 'L . Greens- 
boro. North Carolina. 

SLOCKBOWER, Edward W., Pfc.. 3 2918661, Co. ‘ L' . 
Hamburg. New Jersey. 

TOMPKINS. Robert J.. Pfc.. 36414555, Co. “I '. Lan- 
sing, Michigan. 

WALDIE. Alexander S.. Pfc.. 31309859. Co. X . 
Andover. Massachusetts. 

WALLACE. John. Pfc.. 39020957. Co. "I '. Stratford. 
Oklahoma. 

ZAPPILE. Charles C.. Pvt.. 33808693, Co. ‘ L '. Phila- 
delphia. Pennsylvania. 



7 OCTOBER 1944 

BARTKOWIAK. Benedict M., Pfc.. 35273754. Co. 
"G Cleveland. Ohio. 

FAIRCLOTH. James W.. Pfc.. 34801963. Co. G . 
Pritchard. Alabama. 

FLYNN. Francis P., Pfc.. 32939440. Co. ‘ F Auburn. 
New York. 

HUSTON. Paul K.. Pfc.. 35593853, Co. 'E ’. New 
Waterford. Ohio. 

MARTINEZ. Pairocinio. Sgt.. 3956 1652. Co. "L . 
Ocean Park. California. 

MATOSKY. Stanley A.. Pfc.. 31415187. Co. 'A . 
Northfield. Massachusetts. 

MORESCHI. William. Jr.. Pfc. 5 1033816. Co. G . 
Everett. Massachusetts. 

PATTON. ROBERT D.. Jr.. Pvt.. 19 188485, Co 
“C '. Sa ramento. California. 

PIPA. Louis. Pfc., 32887658. Co. ‘ B . Brooklyn. New 
York. 

TAYLOR. Marwood S . 1st Lt , 0-1 ) 1 3 323. Co ‘ G ". 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

WHITE. Robert A.. S/Sgt.. 191 19659. 1st Bo. Hqrs. 
Co , Payette. Idaho. 

8 OCTOBER 194 4 

DILL. G'orge R.. Jr.. T/Sgt , 34396664, Co ‘X. '. 
Yante. Alabama. 
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Commerce. Georgia. 

ROBERTS. Buford J.. Pfc . 34591957. Co. "K . Kaa- 
GARRISON. Thomas S.. Pfc., 3483071 1. Co *C . 
napolis. North Carolina. 

SPENCER. Leslie V.. Pfc., 19019297. R««tL Hqrs. 
Co.. Midway. Kentucky. 

SYKES. Charlie W.. Pfc.. 34464646. Co. "A". Roper. 
North Carolina. 

WILLIAMS. Ralph H.. Sgt . 34671340, Co. ’H . 

9 OCTOBER 1944 

GUNTER. Lawrence W.. Pvt. 34897825. Co. 'L'. 
Bostic. North Carolina. 

HALEK. Edward F.. Pvt . 33385039. Co ' D . Balti- 
more. Maryland. 

REIGHTER. William A . Pvt.. 33705330. Co ‘ L 
Jeannette. Pennsylvania. 

10 OCTOBER 1944 

McTEER. Cecil H.. Sr.. Pvt.. 34848276. Co. -A '. 
White Hall. South Carolina. 

11 OCTOBER 1944 

CURTIN. Clarence C.. T/5. 6860624. 3rd Bo. Hqrs. 
Co.. Grand Island. Nebraska. 

13 OCTOBER 1944 

WOLVEN. Llewellyn R.. Pvt , 32947587. Co. “C . 
Kingston. New York. 

14 OCTOBER 1944 

LEWIS. Robert E.. S/Sgt.. 36446020. Co. T”. 
Wagoner. Illinois. 

15 OCTOBER 1944 

BROWN. Truman L.. Sgt.. 1 701 345 5. AT Co.. Rassel- 
ville, Arkansas. 

20 OCTOBER 1944 

AUSBURNE. Robert L., Pvt.. 3365 1779. Co. 'A'. 
Galex. Virgina. 

GALLAGHER. Bernard J.. Pfc., 13080650. 2nd Bn. 

Hqrs. Co.. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

KLINE, Leon W.. Jr.. Pvt.. 32447293. Med. Det.. 
Milford, New Jersey. 

LIFSCHITZ. Samuel. Pfc., 42037242. Co. ‘ D . Brook- 
lyn. New York. 

NELSON, Chris H.. Pvt., 37477352. Co. "A-. Knox. 
Nebraska. 

SNECKENBERGER. Robert J. Sgt. 334 3 5652. Co. 

■'G ', New Castle. Pennsylvania. 

WILSON. Robert. Pfc., 34916682. Co. "E . Dadeville. 
Alabama. 



21 OCTOBER 1944 

BOWMAN. Glenn M.. Pfc.. 39922748. Co. ' E . Ster- 
ling. Idaho. 

BURNES. Edward J.. Pfc.. 31048877. Co. ‘ B 
Clinton, Connecticut. 

FORESTAL. Bernard J . Pvt.. 36841014. Co. ‘ E 
Milwaukee. Wisconsin. 

FULBRIGHT. Golden J.. Pvt.. 38598044. Co. -L '. 
Walderburg. Arkansas. 

HERBIN, Harry J.. Pfc.. 56546965, Co. 'E . Sagi- 
naw, Michigan. 

HOLCOMB. Wesley L., Pvt.. 33903694. Co. ' I 
Joppa, Maryland. 

McClendon. CUrence D.. Pfc.. 34812522. Co. ' E”. 
Jasper. Alabama. 

MEDINA. Alfred M^ Pvt.. 38165451. Co. “C ”. 
Monero, New Mexico. 

ROMANO. Anthony J . Pvt.. 32947924. Co "I . 
Rome. New York. 

WILKINSON. Earl. Pfc., 34871 123. Co. 'G ”. New 
Orleans. Louisiana. 

22 OCTOBER 1944 

ALBRITTON. Joe C.. 1st Lt.. 0-1030332. Co. ‘B 
Farmervillc. Louisiana. 

BIRD. George. Pvt., 3 3706230. 1st Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

BRENGEL. James F.. Pfc.. 3 2996765. Co. ‘ M”. Sea- 
cliffe. New York. 

CARR. Andrew J.. Pfc., 341408 78, Co. ■ D". McDon- 
ald, Tennessee. 

EDWARDS. John, Pvt.. 33435836. 1st Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 
Newcastle. Pennsylvania. 

FOX. Charles E., Pfc., 34883885. Co. -D”. Byling- 
ton, Tennessee. 

LEVIN. Percy. Pvt , 42022520. Co. "K ’. Niagara 
Falls. Niagara. New York. 

MARTIN. Marvin H., Pfc . 5 3649054. Co. ••D '. Mar- 
tinsville, Virginia. 

MASON. John F.. Pfc . 3 1 342965, Co ‘ D '. Meriden. 
Connecticut. 

NELLINGER. Ernest. Pfc.. 3 509 7464. Co. ‘A'. 
Bloomington. Indiana. 

OVERHOLT. James L.. Pvt . 35924569. Co. T . Bar- 
berton, Ohio. 

REMICK. William C.. Pfc.. 31226804, Co. ' K -. Rox- 
bury, Massachusetts. 

SHIEPKO. Anthony T.. Pfc., 3 26219 73. Co. -C ’. 
Brooklyn. New York. 

YOUNG, Donald L . S/Sgt., 364573 73. Co. “K '. 
Marquette. Michigan 

2 3 OCTOBER 1944 

FREDELL. William L.. Pvt.. 33432895, Co. ‘ E 
Kane. Pennsylvania. 

MUTHER, Donald. Pvt.. 31428505. Co. ‘T'. Newton. 

Massachusetts. 

24 OCTOBER 1944 

CHAMPAGNE. Leon J. Pvt.. 31428645. Co. -r’. 
Springfield. Massachusetts. 

REWERS. Joseph F.. Pfc.. 3 306463 5. Co. "L”. Balti- 
more. Maryland. 
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2 5 OCTOBER 1944 

ATKINS. Charlet L.. Pvt.. 42033916. Co. -I . Queens. 
New York. 

FERINA. Patrick F.. Pfc.. 420131 17. Co. r‘. Hobo- 
ken. New Jersey. 

GALLO. Nicholas R.. Pfc.. 3 2910900. Co. -I ’. Tren- 
ton. New Jersey. 

HUSING, John C.. 1st Lt.. 0-3 76627. AT Co.. Lyn- 
brook. New Jersey. 

LINDLEY. James A.. Pfc.. 35706284. Co. “F". Paoli. 
Indiana. 

MITCHELL. Vana F.. Pvt.. 35775339. Co. •A". 
Rhodell. West Virginia. 

ORTIZ. Michael J.. Pfc.. 39265749. 3rd Bn. Hqrs. 

Co.. Huntington Park. California. 

RODKEY. Georgi L.. T/5. 33073566. 3rd Bn. Hqrs. 

Co.. Osterburg. Pennsylvania. 

SCHLAANSTINE. Frederick R.. S/Sgt.. 33797473. Co. 

’T’. Kennct Square. Pennsylvania. 

WHITEKNACT. George N.. Pvt.. 36694942. Co. "L *. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

YUENGERT. George R.. Pfc.. 35918440. Co. T'. 
Youngstown. Ohio. 

26 OCTOBER 1944 

BARTLETT. Edward O.. Pvt.. 36590835. Co. ‘ B ". 
Wyandotte. Michigan. 

CRAWFORD. George W.. T/Sgt.. 3619 7849. Co. -F- . 
Hillsdale. Michigan. 

DE MEGLIO. Jerry A.. Pfc.. 32822470. Co. "E". 
Bronx. New York. 

EHRLICH. Howard N.. Pfc.. 12041603. Co. "E . New 
York. New York. 

GILREATH. James A.. Pvt.. 35924806. Co. B . 
Dent. Ohio. 

KALMANOWITZ. Morris. S/Sgt.. 32655070. Co. A". 
Brooklyn. New York. 

SHEEHAN, John J.. Pvt.. 4203 3 5 73. Co. “C ‘. Brook- 
lyn. New York. 

STRUBER, Isaac. Sgt.. 3 204618 2, Co. -L”. Kingston. 
New York. 

27 OCTOBER 1944 

BIER. Arthur A.. Pvt.. 12014145. Co. 'A -. Brooklyn. 
New York. 

DETWILER. Richard E.. Pvt.. 32959181. Co. -F '. 
Riverside. New Jersey. 

LUCAS, Ecklor C , T/5, 37064386, Co. "B". Gentry. 
Arkansas. 

SAMUELS, John H.. Pvt.. 35261794. Co. "C •, Eaton, 
Ohio. 

WILSON. Bassy M , Pfc.. 34893585. Co. “l\ Canton. 
North Carolina. 

28 OCTOBER 1944 

GALLARDO. Macario J.. Pvt.. 385 7 8217, Co. ' L '. 
El Paso. Texas. 

GOSS, Floyd E.. Pvt., 35899938. Co. ■ B ". Richmond, 
Indiana. 

JUDGE, SAMUEL. Pvt., 3 14 2739 1. Co. ‘ A”. Brock- 
ton, Massachusetts. 

KAY. Walker H.. S/Sgt.. 7006437. Co. 'T’. Hartwell. 
Georgia. 

TETREAULT. Albert J., 2nd Lt.. 0-2155232. BP. 
Meriden, Connecticut. 

29 OCTOBER 1944 

CESSNA. Dale E.. Sgt.. 36738447. Co. - G -. Sumner, 
Illinois. 

FRALEY. Lloyd J., Pvt., 39173990. Co. ' L '. Jackson, 
Kentucky. 

GILBERTSON, Richard A.. Pfc.. 39709939. Co. * G". 
Ventura, California. 

GOLI.ADAY. Floyd W, Pfc., 39213481, Co. "G”. 
Petaluma. California. 

HYDE. Edward L.. Pfc.. 36784414. Co. "G '. Chicago. 
Illinois. 

McCLURG. Albert. Pvt.. 31 149194, Med. Det.. Paw- 
tucket. Rhode Island. 

MULLER. Roy G.. Pvt.. 33140049. Regtl. Hqrs. Co. 
Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania. 

RUGEN. Harold P.. Pfc.. 42032557. Co. ‘ I *. Spring- 
field. New York. 

30 OCTOBER 1944 

BAMBURAK. Joseph W., Pfc., 36041765. Co 'T'. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

CARDILLO. Carmelo. Pvt.. 3 264985 1. Co E . 
Brooklyn. New York. 

LUNETTA, Salvatore J.. Pfc . 3 10055 14. Co E . 
Fitchburg. Massachusetts. 

MABUCE. Eddie L.. Pfc.. 36480765. Co. -H Chester. 
Illinois. 

MARIMONE. .lohn. Pfc.. 35 765 3 3 7. Co ‘E •, Newton 
Falls. Ohio. 

McFarland. Beryl E.. Sgt.. 352350‘J9. Co ' E '. 
Akron. Ohio 

SELTENRIGHT. John R.. Pfc.. 3 5 09 1009. Co. “E •, 
Fort Wayne. Indiana. 

WHITLEY. Adam. Pvt.. 3 5774 1 77. Co. ‘L . Hen- 
dricks. Kentucky. 

31 OCTOBER 1944 

BISHOP. Joseph L.. Pvt.. 3 1 38 103 7. 2nd Bn Hqrs 
Co.. Danielson, Connecticut. 

DRUYOS. James, Pvt.. 3 3640234. Co Bowers 

Hill. Virginia. 

GRANDO. George A. Sgt., 392 1 22 1 4. Co "L ’. Vader. 
Washington. 

HOEY, Frederick E.. Pfc.. 32205 240. Co. 'L”. 
Delanco. New Jersey. 

LARSRUD. Orrin L.. Pvt., 3 7587 1 0Q. Co. ‘ E'\ Pros- 
per. Minnesota. 

McDermott, Edward j.. Sgt , 13007550 . Co -i . 

Edwardsville. Pennsylvania 

MILLER. Frank C. Pfc. 3673 7 1 05. 2nd Bn. Hqrs 



Co.. Lombard. Illinois. 

O BRIEN. Stephen B., Pfc.. 36682299, Co. * B '. Chi- 
cago. Illinois. 

PEARO. Richard J.. Pvt.. 3 2939467, Co. "E”. Syra- 
cuse. New York. 

PRYOR. Muriel G.. Pfc., 34446090. 2nd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co., Rossville. Georgia. 

WEINGARDEN. John R.. Sgt., 32855386, Co. "A'. 
Albany. New York. 

1 NOVEMBER 1944 

ANDREWS, Arthur C., Pfc.. 31426848, Co. "E'. 

Vineyard Haven. Massachusetts. 

CALDERELLA. Anthony V., Pvt.. 3281 1406. 1st Bn. 

Hqrs. Co.. Rockville Center, New York. 

COOK. Roy E.. Capt.. 0-1 285553. Co. “C '. Bakers- 
field. California. 

EDWARDS. Nelson C., S/Sgt.. 33535527. Co. “E •. 
Danville. Virginia. 

GUTHRIE, Willie D., Pvt.. 34796524. Co. "C -. Jack- 
sonville. Florida. 

SIMPSON. Leonard P.. Pfc.. 3355563 2. Co. ' C ". Free- 
land, Maryland. 

2 NOVEMBER 1944 

BAKSANSKAS. Victor. Pfc., 3340301 7. Co. ‘A”. 
Mongahela. Pennsylvania. 

BONNER, Andrew L., Jr.. Pfc.. 34085 3 76. Co. -A '. 
Toxey. Alabama. 

GALLAGHER. Robert B.. Pvt.. 39215507. Co. •L". 
Butte, Montana. 

HAGAN. James R., Pfc., 42021595. Co. - G". Buffalo. 
New York. 

LEITHAUSER. Arthur. Pvt.. 42103631, Co. ‘L*. 
Nutley, New Jersey. 

MAY. Woodrow. Pfc.. 35 772181. Co. •'L”. Edgar- 
ton. West Virginia. 

3 NOVEMBER 1944 

ADAMS. Paul E.. Pfc.. 3 357 1 1 5 1. Co. *‘G”. Boswell, 
Pennsylvania. 

ANSON. Charles K.. Jr.. CpL. 3 2917049. Co. "A”. 
Plainfield, New Jersey. 

BABBS, Charles E. .Pvt.. 35 878504. Co. -A”. Buffalo, 
New York. 

BABER. John M.. Pvt.. 35776923. Co. -C '. Charles- 
ton. New Jersey. 

ELDRIDGE. Robert J.. Jr.. 1st Lt.. 0-1310422. Co. 
“A". Kalamazoo. Michigan. 

FLICK. Russell W.. S/Sgt., 35650428, Co. •‘A". 
Oak Hill. West Virginia. 

GILL. Michael P.. Pfc.. 391 13064. Co. ■B*. San 
Francisco. California. 

GLADE. Keith E.. Pvt.. 3 7681710. Co. "B ". Fontan- 
elle, Iowa. 

GUTHRIE, Willie D.. Pvt.. 34796524. Co. "C •, South 
Jacksonville. Florida. 

HATAWAY. Willie B.. Pvt.. 34926921, Co. “F*. 

Clinton, Mississippi. 

JENNINGS. Ralph W.. Pvt., 39247579. Co. 'I". 

Bakersfield. California. 

JOHNSON. William O., Pvt., 35807744. Co. “A". 

East Bernstadt. Kentucky 

KESSLER. Jerome D.. Pfc.. 3 3734273. Co. •D ’. Balti- 
more. Maryland. 

KLASSEN. Harold R.. Pfc.. 39716757. Co. ‘T’. 

Shafter, California. 

LORD. Lionel B, Pvt.. 37020385. Med. Det.. Saint 
Paul. Minnesota. 

MADDIGAN. James P.. Pfc.. 33670559, Co. ‘D'. 

West Homestead, Pennsylvania. 

MARTINEZ. Felipe C. Pfc., 38459041. Co. “F'. 

Gonzales. Texas. 

MOORE. Kenneth O.. Pvt.. 35737874. Co 'r. Ports- 
mouth. Ohio. 

PELTON. Robert C . Pfc.. 3 1428716. Co. ’T. Need- 
ham. Massachusetts. 

VERNON. Glenn O.. Pfc.. 37483550. Co "C”. Coun- 
cil Bluffs. Iowa. 

4 NOVEMBER 1944 

BEEMER, Robert J.. S/Sgt., 3 25 69 790. Co. ‘G •, New- 
ton. New Jeresy. 

BELLETINE, Tony. Pfc., 3 287734 2. Co. ‘E •, Brook- 
lyn. New York. 

BOATWRIGHT. Johnnie W., Jr.. Pfc., 34794746. Co. 
“G”, Tampa, Florida. 

BOKEDON, George. Jr., Pfc. 33692015. Co. "E 
Braddock. Pennsylvania. 

FIDLER, Eugene F.. Pvt., 36827063. Co. ‘ G '. Stur- 
geon. Wisconsin. 

HAMM. Clayton E., Pvt., 3 1 352602. Co ' G '. Millt- 
nocket, Maine. 

JONES. Wilson A.. Pvt., 349255 58. Co, ’ E '. Tulsa. 
Oklahoma. 

KATZ. Daniel, Pfc.. 32994987. Co G . Brooklyn. 
New York. 

KING, Alvin F. Pfc.. 34496200. Co ‘E‘, Toone. 
Tennessee. 

McCORMICK. Robert D.. S/Sgt . 35032463. Co "E . 
Huntsville. Ohio. 

MITCHELL. Miles M.. Pvt.. 34922508. Co. I . 

Jonesboro. Tennessee. 

PAWLAK. Edward J.. Pvt., 36107308, Co ‘A', 
Richmond. Michigan. 

POLLACK. Samuel, Pvt., 42032266. Co. "D ", Brook- 
lyn. New York. 

SANTILLO. Joseph J.. Pfc.. 420 1 88 55, Co 'K' , 

Elizabeth. New Jersey. 

WHITELEY. William C.. Jr.. Cpl . 34654'56. Co 
“B". Durham, North Carolina 
WOOLUMS. Robert W.. Pvt . 3 5 : 284‘>1. Co 'G . 

Columbus, Ohio. 

5 NOVEMBER 1 944 

LAVOIE, Roland J.. Pvt.. 3 14473 3 7, Co -D . Provi- 
dence. Rhode Island 
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6 NOVEMBER 1944 

GRANT. Daniel J. Pfc.. 13 153171. Regtl. Hqrs Co 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvan.a. 

HOLTON. William C.. Jr . Sgt . 33595384. Co T'. 
Philadelphia. Pcnnsylvoma 

PALMER. Mack L.. Pfc . 345303 18. Co. ' A”, Dins- 
more. Florida. 

7 NOVEMBER 1944 

CLARK. Winnie W.. Pvt.. 34988848. Co. "C •. Mire. 
Mississippi. 

DEESE. Lee L. Pvt.. 34974073. Co. 'C”. Merile. 
Alabama. 

8 NOVEMBER 1944 

AARON. Juland A., Pfc.. 35893000. Co. ' I”. Aaron. 
Kentucky. 

9 NOVEMBER 1944 

ANDREWS. Arthur C.. Pfc.. 31426848. Co. "E '. Vine- 
yard Haven. Massachusetts. 

10 NOVEMBER 1944 

SMOCK. Burdet W., S/Sgt.. 3 7040021. Cn. Co.. 
Garber, Iowa. 

11 NOVEMBER 1944 

COLLINS. Gordon A., Sgt.. 31321476. Co. ’ D ". Farm- 
ington. Maine. 

13 NOVEMBER 1944 

REED. Cecil R.. Pvt.. 34884673, Co T '. Woodbury. 
Tennessee. 

20 NOVEMBER 1944 

BARYS. Stanley P.. S/Sgt.. 31261831. Co. “M”. 
Worcester. Massachusetts. 

BIBINSKI. Anthony J.. Pfc.. 32215507. Co. 'G*. 
Camden. New Jersey. 

BLAIR. Leonard O.. Sgt., 35 702186. Co. •‘K“. Louis- 
ville. Kentucky. 

CARROLL. James E.. T/5. 34883835. Med. Det.. 
Lynn. Massachusetts. 

CHAMBERLAIN. Willard. Pfc.. 35897951, Co. *‘G'. 
Rochester. Indiana. 

COLEMAN. Forrest H.. Jr.. 1st Lt.. 0-282409. Co. 

"M ", Laurens. South Carolina. 

CRAWFORD, Richard E.. S/ Sgt.. 6959092. Co. "C'. 
Timpson, Texas. 

CREASY. Stewart W.. Sgt., 33441925, Co. 'C”. Char- 
lottesville. Virginia. 

DERR. Howard H.. Pfc.. 39382987. Med. Det., Odesse. 
Washington. 

EVANOSKY. Getty. Pfc.. 33461897, Co. ‘ C ‘. Wilkes 
Barre. Pennsylvania. 

FENSTERMACHER. Irvin O., Pvt.. 33873926. Co. 

"L‘’. Shamorin, Pennsylvania. 

FOX. Alex. Pvt.. 3962173 3. Co. * L". Billings. Mon- 
tana. 

FECICZ. Nicholas A.. Pfc.. 3 3423 3 23. Co. -K’. 

Cannonburg. Pennsylvania. 

HARNEY. Donald A. Pfc. 369733 1 6. Co “G”. 

Milwaukee. Wisconsin. 

HONEYBELL, James H.. Pfc.. 3 29 39484. Co. "F'. 
Watertown. New York. 

JACKSON. Arthur W.. Pfc.. 34854522. Co. "F”. Wil- 
mington. North Carolina. 

LEMMERT. Ernest E., Pfc.. 37459223. Co. -'G'. 

Seneca, Nebraska. 

MATTINGLY. Sylvester A.. S/Sgt.. 35 101285, Co. 
“G”. Owensboro. Kentucky. 

MILLER, Albert L.. Jr.. Sgt.. 35538404, Co. •'L”. 
Cleveland. Ohio. 

MUCHMORE. Raymond P.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1055922. Co. 

"D ". Redwoc^ City. California. 

NATIONS. Elmer D.. T/5. 38506721. Med. Det.. 
Hope. Arkansas. 

NUTTER, Jack C , Pfc.. 35847679, Co. "E '. Goke- 
ton. West Virginia. 

PHILLIPS. Murray S.. Jr.. Pvt.. 35298371. Co ■‘H”, 
Logan. Ohio. 

RASMUSSEN. Donald W . Pvt.. 39 343173. Co. •‘H’'. 
Portland. Oregon. 

REINERTSON. Stanley T . Pvt.. 3 7585412. Co. * D''. 
Tacoma. Washington. 

SCHUBERT. Otto J.. Pfc . 33 1 3965 7. Co ' M”, Pen- 
nington. New Jersey. 

SNIDER. Wilburn S.. Pvt., 39723 176. Co "F", Bakers- 
field, California. 

SOMMA. Albert C . Pfc.. 32 3 38404. Co *‘B '. South 
Ozone Park, New York. 

STILES. Leslie E.. 1st Lt . 0-41 1896. 1st Bn Hqrs. 

Co.. Chestnut Hill. Conn*cticut 
VANBERG, Alvin B.. Pfc. 36288967. Co "L'. Ells- 
worth. Wisconsin. 

WILSON. Thomas S.. Pvt. 313^0399. Co. •'M'. 
Charlestown. Massachusetts 



21 NOVEMBER 1944 

ADELSTEIN. Harold S. Pvt . 3645 3 744. 2nd Bn. 

Hqrs. Co . South Haven Michigan. 

BARDONI. Julius J.. Pvt.. 1 60 1 05 5 7. Co ' B . Wvan- 
dotte. Michigan. 

CLARK. Charles W.. Pvt.. 35 24 1 95 2. Regtl. Hqrs Co.. 
Fort Wayne. Indiana. 

GARZIA. Armand A . Pfc.. 32939462, Co - F- . Syra- 
cuse. New York. 

KRESSAL. Donald H, C., Pfc., 3 5 3 1 9 87 3. Co ‘E'*. 
( levcland. Ohio 

LOGUE. James F.. Cpl.. 33591021, 1st Bn Hqrs Co.. 
New York. New York. 

OLDHAM. Alderson G.. Pfc.. 36649 107. Co ‘ A”. 
Shobonier. Illinois 

ROBERTSON. Lemuel C. Sr. Pfc . 3493 1 250 Co 
L’, Kershaw South Carolina 
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22 NOVEMBER 1944 

DEVINE, John H., Pfc,, 20214665, Co. "C ■. Brook- 
lyn. Ntw York. 

GREENE. John J.. 1st Lt.. 0-1306268, Co. ‘L . New 
York. New York. 

HERTZEN, Harold G.. Pfc., 32537861. Co E . 
Bronx. New York. 

JOHNS. Marvin J.. Pfc . 36837834. Co C . Stanley. 
Wisconsin. 

KERSKI. Walter J.. Pfc., 3 1 337973. Regtl. Hqrs Co.. 
Naogatuck. Connecticut. 

LIMPP, Albert J. Pfc., 3921 5552. Co "A '. Ratsil. 
Washington. 

MONKIEWICZ. Raymond J.. Pfc.. 33792506. Co. -E '. 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

SMITH. Gilbert L.. Pfc., 39215855. Co 'E . Seattle. 
Washington. 

VIPPERMAN. James L.. Pvt.. 34678098. Co. • E 
Mebane. North Carolina. 

23 NOVEMBER 1944 

HESSEY. Benjamin F., Pvt.. 33753017, Regtl. Hqrs. 

Co . Washington. District of Columbia. 

KEY. Ralph. S/Sgt., 34805336. Co. r'. Carbon Hill. 
Alabama. 

OCHS. Roy W.. Pfc.. 36767667. Co. T'. Okawville. 
lllinoi.s. 

RIGNEY, Anthel M.. T/5. 35093277. Co T . New 
Castle. Indiana. 

SOLEY. William L.. Pvt.. 37639249. Co. "L •, Saint 
Louis, Missouri. 

STEFEK. Emil. Jr.. Pfc . 3 3804 1 39. Co. “K ‘. Croyden. 
Pennsylvania. 

STEWART. Connie B.. S/Sgt.. 3 5 796803. Regtl Hqrs. 
Co . Lexington. Kentucky. 

WALKER, Herbert L.. Pfc . 34581497. Co. ‘I . Lang- 
dale. Alabama 

24 NOVEMBER 1944 

BLAKE. Tommie S.. Pvt.. 38671 1 53. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. RcKkdale. Texas. 

HERRING. Francis M.. 1st Sgt.. 20418561, Co "A '. 
Climax. Georgia. 

MERLINO. Samuel. Pfc.. 32559261. Co. “A '. Newark. 
New Jersey. 

TRACY. Lawrence J.. Jr.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1318488. Co. 
"A , Anderson. Indiana. 

29 NOVEMBER 1944 

BUTTS. Willis E,. Pfc., 38520214, 2nd Bn Hqrs Co . 
Jackson. Mississippi. 

VAN CLEAVE. John T.. Pfc., 6912610. 2nd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Chicago, Illinois. 

30 NOVEMBER 1944 

LEE. Alvin J.. Pvt., 37592644. Co. "E”, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 

1 DECEMBER 1944 

CARLSON. Dale. Pvt.. 39922545. Co. "E' . Charles- 
ton. Utah 

CRUZ. Rodolfo G.. Pvt.. 35736707. Co. "E ’. Adrian. 
Michigan. 

FOUSSARD, Gaston J.. Pvt.. 37591205. Co. •E ', St. 
John. North Dakota. 

HLIFF, Jack B , Pvt.. 37363048, Co. “E". Jennings. 
Kansas. 

JOHNSON. Calvert. Pfc,, 33885447. Co. ‘G". St. 
Lynchburg. Virginia. 

KELLY, John J.. Sgt.. 39140751. Co ' F”. San Fran- 
cisco. California. 

LEE. Ellis N.. Pfc., 34892018. Co. - F '. Kannapolis. 
North Carolina. 

LOMBARDO. Clifford E.. Pvt.. 42102365. Co. F . 
Livingston, New Jersey. 

YOUNG. Carl W.. Pfc., 3859961 9. Co. "C '. Quitman, 

Arkansas. 

2 DECEMBER 1944 

CHERNEY. Robert H . 1st Lt.. 0-447522. Co ' E' . 
Oswego, Oregon. 

9 DECEMBER 1944 

BOYER. Walter L.. Pfc,, 3387316, Co. “E-. Shomo 
kin, Pennsylvania. 

I I DECEMBER 1944 

FISHUN. Andrew. Pfc., 3 1338094. Co. “F”, Seymour. 
Connecticut. 



20 DECEMBER 1944 

The ''Colmar Pocket’* Campaign 

24 DECEMBER 1944 

THURMOND, John E.. Sr., S/Sgt.. 38536909. Co 
■'B '. Dallas, Texas. 

26 DECEMBER 1944 

O LEARY. Edward G_. Pvt.. 39582962, Co. "L ”. Los 
Angeles. California. 

28 DECEMBER 1944 

ADAMS. Patrick H., 2nd Lt . 0-1299976. Co. •'L'. 
Richmond, V'^irginia, 

HITE. John E„ Pvt.. 33 702976. AT Co. Munthall. 
Pennsylvania. 

OBERNDORF, Leo G., Capt.. 0-307995. Co. • A ", 
Minneapolis. Minnesota. 

31 DECEMBER 1944 

KARLUK, Alex M.. 1st Lt.. 0-1288236, Co. ‘M”. 
Scranton. Pennsylvania 

REID. Frank A . Pvt.. 3 2277805. Co. '•M". Patter- 
son. New Jersey. 



1 JANUARY 194 5 

PUGLIA. Carlo. Pfc . 31308395. Co. "I”. Somerville. 
Massachusetts. 

2 JANUARY 194 5 

GIBSON. Carl V.. Pvt , 35778564. Co. ' B”. Bluefield. 
Massachusetts. 

JONES. Robert F., Pfc.. 39474017. Co. "B”. Klaber. 
Washington. 

RIGG. Bennis E.. S/Sgt.. 35808664. Co *'L ". Evans- 
ville, Indiana. 

4 JANUARY 194 5 

MARTINI. Reno A., Pfc.. 36763229, Co. 'B -. Staun- 
ton. Illinois. 

5 JANUARY 1945 

KIMMER. Talmadge J , Pfc.. 34893590. Co. ' I '. Goo- 
leemee. North Carolina. 

PROFFIT. Evan W.. Pfc., 36975855. Co. “B '. Dear- 
born. Michigan. 

6 JANUARY 1945 

JABLONOWSKl. Casimar. Pfc.. 35920277. Co. "I '. 
Brooklyn Villiage. Ohio. 

TAMBURELLI. Anthony S.. Pfc.. 37639229. Co ' I ’. 
St. Louis. Missouri. 

8 JANUARY 1945 

GOODWIN. Varold H.. Pfc. 37683263. Co -F’. 
Floris, Iowa. 

PARKER. Herbert D.. Pfc.. 34801868, Co. ‘'F". Pyri- 
ton. Alabama. 

9 JANUARY 1945 

STILES. Arthur R.. Pfc . 32843176. Cn. Co . Buffalo. 
New York. 

14 JANUARY 194 5 

DENKO. Emil E., Pvt., 33810892. Co. "A". Phila- 
delphia. Pennsylvania. 

PARTIN. George W.. S/Sgt.. 35802860. Co. ' A '. Jel- 
lico. Tennessee. 

15 JANUARY 194 5 

WOLAVER. David A.. Pfc.. 36463151, Co. ”H '. Ann 
Arbor. Michigan. 

16 JANUARY 194 5 

BROWN. Richard S.. 2nd Lt., 0-205 5 280. BP. West 
minister, Maryland. 

FINCH. Ned, T/Sgt.. 39467001. Co "L” 

FORTUNA. William B.. Pfc.. 42100672. Co ‘L '. 
Sumerville, New Jersey. 

HARTMAN. William C.. Sgt.. 38393943. Co. T". 
Forgan. Oklahoma. 

McCOY. Walter F.. S/Sgt.. 32307157. Co. -'L", 
Newark. New Jersey. 

RAINS. Onis L.. Sgt . 35719493. Co. "L". Rosine. 
Kentucky. 

UNGAR. Joseph. Pfc., 12019615. Co "L New York. 
New York. 

17 JANUARY 194 5 

DEATHERAGE Virgil V.. Cpl., 38018869. Co. "C”. 
Norman. Oklahoma. 

KERN. Jerome J.. Pfc.. 36593 120. 1st Bn. Hqrs. Co . 
Detroit. Michigan. 

PINTO. Joseph. Pfc. 32958508. Co. 'T'. Camden. 
New Jersey. 

18 JANUARY 194 5 

CROSS. Joseph J 2nd Lt., 0-13 14775, Co. *'K”. 
Kearny. New Jersey. 

22 JANUARY 194 5 

BELLAVIGNA, John. Pfc., 32880670. Co. "M". New 
York. New York. 

JANOFSKY. Isaac. Pfc.. 33746527. Co. “M”. Chicago. 
Illinois. 

JEANES. Reuben J. W.. T/4. 17013464. 3rd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co., Nashville. Arkansas. 

SHANNON. William A.. Pfc.. 33415429. Co. ‘•K”, 
New Florence. Pennsylvania. 

WHITE, William O. S/Sgt. 33 1 82768. Co. “K’. 
Philadelphia. Pennsyl v.an a 

23 JANUARY 1945 

ALBUS. Richard F.. Pfc., 38606495, Co. "E ’. Munday. 
Texas. 

BING. Bradford 1... Pfc. 38545507. Co *‘G’'. Oak- 
wood. Texas. 

CATTS. William I .. Pfc.. 42080769. Co. ‘ E”. Wil- 
mington. Delaware. 

COLWELL. Robert B.. Pvt.. 38607287. Co. "A”. Pur- 
cell. Oklahoma. 

DI MURA. Phillip. Pfc., 32944 119. Co •■£“. Albany 
New York. 

FLYNN. Frank J,. Pfc. 328926 1 3. Med. Dct.. New 
York. New York 

FRAME. John. Pfc.. 32076682. Co -'C'. Newark. 
Dclaw.irc. 

GILLILAND. Henry O., Pfc., 349 1 8798, Co "D ". 
Bexar. Alabama. 

GURSKI. Joseph A.. Pfc.. 33666895. Co. ''G”. Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. 

HAYS. Beverly G.. Capt.. 0 410206, Co. "C”. Visalia, 
California. 

HEINRICHS. Gilbert J., Pfc.. 16005333. Med. Dct . 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 

KREFT. Lester F.. Pfc., 37683982. Co ''K”. Lytton, 
Iowa. 

LA BARF. Donald II , Pfc . 3 1 39 2 3 79 , Co. ••G ". 
Warren. Mass.ichiisctts. 
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LONG. Austin M.. Pfc.. 34922306. Co. ' G- , Taze 
well. Tennessee. 

MARCOTTE, Arthur R-, Pfc.. 3 1 32082 3. Co. ‘G , 
Biddeford. Maine. 

MITCHELL. Donald B.. Pfc . 31465126. Co. “G . 
South Portland, Maine. 

MOEGELIN. William M., 2nd Lt.. 0-1325451. Cct 
"C''. Brcxiklyn. New York. 

MONTOYA. Alex, Pfc.. 37362889. Co. -'K". Monte 
Vista. Colorado. 

MOONEY. Wayne D.. Pfc.. 37593612. Co 'G . 
Montevidio, Minnesota. 

NELSEN. Eric. Pvt., 36715761. Co - C Chicago, 
Illinois. 

RORER. David P.. Jr . Pfc . 33661984. Co. ' G- . 
Lynchburg. Virginia. 

SOLVER. Richard A.. Pvt.. 39215095. Co. -A'. 
Edmonds, Washington. 

THOMAS. Clifton C.. Pfc . 2073 1 151. Co *‘B -, Ren- 
net. Missouri. 

THOMPSON. John W.. Pfc. 32777475. Co. 'T‘, 
Clifton. New Jersey. 

WAGENER. Jewel E.. Pfc., 35574029, Co. "G L Indi- 
anapolis. Indiana. 

WIEDE. Walter G.. Sgt,. 31005 390. Co. "G”. Allertoa. 
Massachusetts. 

24 JANUARY 194 5 

BRINKEY. Harry J.. Pfc., 365553638. Co, "E”. 
Hazel Park. Michigan. 

GARVEY. William J.. Pfc.. 32910739. Co -D". New 
Bedford. Massachusetts. 

HALL. Sterling B. G.. Pfc.. 33836802. 1st Bn Hqrv 
Co.. Allentown, Pennsylvania 
HAYES. Clayton J.. Pvt.. 39716885. Co. 'K L Wil- 
mington. California. 

KREIN. Ludwig O . Pfc.. 37487019, Co - I". Hot 
Springs, South Dakota. 

McBRlDE. John T.. T/5. 36462641. Co. "E L Bailie 
Creek. Michigan. 

SCHULTZ. Ernest C. Sgt.. 38809557. Co. "E '. But- 
ternut. Wisconsin. 

SCHWEITZER. Harold A.. Pfc.. 42024856. Co. ‘ G •, 
Buffalo. New York. 

SILBERSTEIN. Norman. Pfc., 32171869. Co. *•£'. 
Brooklyn. New York. 

7AWACKI. Joseph J.. Pvt. 36905 135. Co. *T‘. 
Oglesby. Illinois. 

2 5 JANUARY 194 5 

ADKINS, Clyde J.. Pfc., 34509426. 3rd Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 
Kingsport. Tennessee. 

ALLISON, George G.. T/Sgt.. 39412810. Co. “E”, 
Stockton. California. 

BREON. Parse H.. Pvt., 33761973, Co. "C”. Loganton. 
Pennsylvania. 

CAMP. Byron G.. Jr.. Pfc . 31349691. Co. -'G -. Pitts- 
field. Massachusetts. 

DIAZ Benny C.. Pfc. 3835 1077. Co Galop. 

New Mexico. 

DI FILIPPO. Carmen. Pfc , 36682995. Co ‘ K 'L Chi- 
cago. Illinois. 

HARWELL. Irving A . Pfc , 31465121, Co. “E '. 
Portland. Maine. 

FLEMING. Charles W.. Pvt. 33873254. Co •G'. 
Columbia. Pennsylvania. 

FORKEY. John H.. S/Sgt.. 31 253565. Co "F’-. East 
Arlington. Vermont. 

FULTON, Robert R.. Pfc.. 39714929. Co. "L”, Long 
Beach, California. 

HEALY. Milton H.. Pfc.. 31 370976. Co "K”. Fall 
River, Massachusetts. 

HILAND. Vincent E . Pfc . 421 17575. Co. 'E *. Peek- 
skill. New York. 

HURD. Donald W.. Pfc., 32779983, Co. Ganer- 

villf. New York. 

IRONS. Alvin J.. Pfc., 3866331 7. Co. ‘*F’ Washita. 
Arkansas. 

KEARNEY. Aloysius E.. T/5. 33606056. Co "I.-. 
Wilkes Barrc, Pennsylvania. 

KILLEN. William L., Pfc . 35899419. Co. "E ’. 

Goshen. Indiana. 

KUTTIN. Anton. Jr„ Pfc.. 36902398. Co -'G", New 
Douglas, Illinois. 

LUDLAM. Stephen C.. Pfc.. 42081 753. Co. "E”. Stone 
Harbor. New Jersey 

MEDLIN. William A.. Pfc . 385 1 2634. Co. ’T'. Star 
Citv. Arkansas. 

SMITHERMAN. Robert W.. 1st Lt . 0 1317348. Co 
“G”. Calera. Ahibama 

TEAGUE. Emmett R.. Pfc.. 386641 18. Co. ”E '. 
Dierks. Arkansas. 

THOMAS. Doyle H.. Pfc.. 34830364, Co ‘'K'-. Eas 
tanollee. Georgia. 

TURPIN. Theodore E. Pvt.. 358 1 23 1 1. Co -F”. 
Linton. Indiana. 

26 JANUARY 1945 

DE BENEY. Richard. Pvt.. 36755618. Co. -C’. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

HOWARD. Wayne. Pfc . 39723237, Co. ‘T’. Bakers- 
field. California. 

KEENER, William H. S^Sgt.. 34776282. Co. ''C". 

Iron Station. No''h Caro''na. 

KING. Ray J.. Pfc.. 39254805. Med Det.. Los Angeles. 
Californ-'a. 

PETROPOLIS. Stanl V. 2nd Lt . 0-528696. BP. East 
Chic.svo, Indiana. 

SHULT. Homer P. Pfc. 34840 255. Co. 'T'. West 
Columbia. South Carolina. 

27 JANUARY 1945 

FEELY Catl W.. Pfc. 36482532. Co. ‘•G". Pekin. 
Illinois. 

HOI ICK. John, Pfc . 3 1406638. Co ’ M ". Kingsville. 

MOYNIHAN. Francis D. Pfc . 39 1 27796. Med. Det.. 
San Francisco. California 
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SVALINA, John M . Pvt . 36909696. Co. ' A Chi- 
cago. Illinois. 

WILLIAMS. William V.. Pvt . 36909504. Co ‘ A '. 
Piper City. Illinois. 

29 JANUARY 1945 

HUSSON. John E.. Pfc.. 4201 749 2. Co ‘ I . Garwood, 
New Jersey. 

MITCHUM. Clarence. Pfc.. 348491 12. Co "L ’. Sum- 
ter. South Carolina. 

NELSON. Donald E.. Pvt . 36909726. Co ‘ L . Tam- 
pico. Illinois. 

SCHOENFELD. Melvin E., S/Sgt . 35010383. Cn Co . 
Cleveland. Ohio. 

YERARDI. Salvatore C. Pfc.. 20101437, Co "K . 
West Newton. Massachusetts. 

30 JANUARY 1945 

BAKER. George J.. Pvt.. 3 7744406. Co ‘'C \ Kansas 
City, Missouri. 

BALE. Joseph L., Pfc., 6 3 98737. 2nd Bn. Hqrs. Co., 
Detroit. Michigan. 

CASTELLAW. Aaron S.. T/Sgt . 639873 7. 2nd Bn 
Hqrs. Co., Jones. Tennessee. 

CLARK, George W., Pfc., 35809352. Co * G ", Detroit. 
Michigan. 

CONLEY. Ed. Pvt., 35660262, Regtl. Hqrs. Co.. 
Logan. West Virginia. 

FANNING. Thomas F.. Pfc . 32786952. Co * L ". 
Bronx. New York. 

GIFFORD. Alwyn R., Pvt.. 31428560. Co. "H" . New 
Bedford. Massachusetts. 

HENBEST. Henry G , Pvt . 37646027, Co " F" . Jop- 
lin. Missouri. 

KING, William C . Pfc.. 3 2283918. Co. " G ". Olean. 
New York. 

LAZAR, Philip. Pvt.. 36910099. Co. •"F". Chicago 
Illinois. 

LEININGER. Milton M . Pvt . 35906904. Co. ' F . 
Fort Wayne. Indiana. 

MIELE. John J.. Pfc.. 420593 15. Co, " G ". Brooklyn. 
New York. 

MORRISON, Archie J . Pvt . 36472527. Co. " C ", 
Ubiy. Michigan. 

PARIMUHA, John. Pfc.. 3 34105 34. Co. " F"’. Sharon. 
Pennsylvania. 

PERRY. Carl E.. Pfc . 3762161 3, Co " G Pop’ar 
Bluff. Missouri. 

PONTICEl.LI. Glen P. Pvt . 39422374. Co. " F '. 
Sacramento, California. 

SALMON. Thomas J.. Pvt . 36910035, Co '"F ". Spring 
Valley. Illinois. 

STRANGE. Robert E.. Pvt.. 3942361 1. Regtl Hqr, 
Co . Oakland, California 

WEAVER. Robert E.. Sgt., 3671 1850. Co " B Leving- 
ton. Illinois. 

ZULLO. Michael A.. Pvt.. 36909906. Co. “A ". Kan- 
kakee. Illinois. 



31 JANUARY 1945 

BOUMAN. Paul D.. S/Sgt.. 35577930. Co "E ". Hunt- 
ington. Indiana. 

CLARK. Charles L.. Pfc.. 392 14752. Co " E ". Tacoma. 
Washington. 

DRONEY. John, Pfc. 34976545. Co. "E ". Sanford. 
Florida. 

HESKITT. Floyd L.. Jr.. Sgt.. 35057772. Co •"E ". 
Elyria. Ohio. 

LIMMER. Robert A . Sgt . 33556594. 3rd Bn Hqrs 
Co . Baltimore. Maryland. 

LYNCH. Nicholas A.. 1st Sgt, 6875812. Co. ‘"F". 
lamaica. New York. 

MASCALI. Frank. Pfc. 32820651. Co. •"F". New 
York. New York 

POMPONIO. Mario. Pvt , 42097185. Co ""E ". Fair- 
port. New York 

I FEBRUARY 194 5 

GUTIERREZ. Jose. Pfc.. 38286905. Co " H ". Saginaw. 
Michigan. 

JACKSON. Bill E.. Pvt.. 3576^789. Co " A’". Pine- 
ville. West Virginia. 

MUHAR. Andrew J., Pfc . 368351 50. Co. " K ". West 
Allis, Wisconsin. 

NELSEN. Fred P.. Pvt. 36909915. Regtl Hqrs Co. 
Chicago, Illinois. 

3 FEBRUARY 1945 

BRODERICK. Raymond J. Pfc. 33478713. Co "G"". 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

DAVIS. Raymond M.. Jr.. Pfc.. 34830462. Co. “L”. 
l.oganville. Georgia. 

DI BARTOLOMEO. Sebastian R . Pfc . 3 1428608, Co 
*'F". Hivrrhill. Massachusetts 
DILLEY. Orville L . 1st Lt . 0-1 299861. Co * I. . 
Kilgore. Texas 

FLETCHER Adrian S. Pvt, 36902399. Co " C ". 
Topeka. IlLnois 

GROSS. Peter. Pfc.. 3 29 1 3805. Co •"K". .lers y City 
New . Jersey. 

HANNA. Beaii^rd L. Pfc. 36624494. Co. "K ". Kin- 
mundv. Illinois 

HEDEN. Harold G. Pfc , 391 16614. Co "M ’. San 
Francisco. California. 

HOWARD. Jobie V . Pvt . 3508 1581. Co " G . B-rrv. 
K entucky. 

KIMBIE. Everett J. Pfc. 1201 5 II 10 1st Bn Hqrs 
Co , Hamburg. New Jersey 

KI7IRIAN. Archie T,. Pvt . 39423089. Co " K " O.k- 
land. California. 

KWIATKOWSKI. Dominie D. Pvt. 35849005. Co 
"Cl". Toledo. Ohio 

LOCKWOOD. Paul R. Pvt. 36909880. Co ‘K ". 
Kankakee. Illinois 

M DONALD. Vernon W . Pfc . 34795783. Co "K". 
Lake Alfred rioruli 
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MILLER. Hughes E.. CpI . 34088884. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co., Dawsonville. Georgia. 

MITCHELL. Donald M.. Pvt.. 34504946, Co. "L". 
Knoxville. Tennessee. 

MOORE. Ralph W.. Pfc.. 36171562. Co "M ", Spruce. 
Michigan. 

MYLEK. Frank J . Pfc . 35229466, Co. " K"", Toledo. 
Ohio. 

NANCE, Robert D., Pfc.. 37477679. Co " K ". Fair 
bury, Nebraska. 

PINARD. Raymond F., Pfc., 3 1267976. 3rd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co. 

POTTS. Gilbert E, Pfc.. 3 1 1 25946. Co. " E . East 
Northbeld, Massachusetts. 

QUINLAN. James R.. Pvt,. 3 1 308498. Co. "M . 
Arlington. Massachusetts 

SPENCER. Albert L,. Pvt.. 36784645. Co. " H . Wil- 
liamsville. Illinois 

TAUCHEN. Robert T.. Pvt. 36909947. Co K 
Chicago. Illinois. 

VANDERHOOF. Victor S. Jr. Pvt.. 36909824. Co. 
"K". Joliet. Illinois. 

VISE. Radis A.. Pvt.. 35906882. Co ' K ", Garrett. 
Indiana. 

WILDRICK. Andrew A . Pfc.. 33614542. Co " K". 
Sayre. Pennsylvania. 

4 FEBRUARY 194 5 

ISRAEL, Mark J., Pvt.. 3 77107 1. Co. "F ". Colorado 
Springs. Colorado. 

PAIGE. Clarence W.. Pvt.. 3493 1895. Co. "B ’. Honea 
Path, South Carolina. 

STREET, Ralph C.. 2nd Lt.. 0-1291 193. Co. "H". 
New Orleans. Louisiana. 

WALKER. Charlie R.. Pfc.. 34890384. Co. "B". Mill 
Spring. North Carolina. 

5 FEBRUARY 194 5 

ARNOLD, Bryan L . Pvt.. 33835673. Co. "E . Helle- 
town, Pennsylvania. 

CASTROVINCE. Thomas, Pvt.. 369 566 2 2, 1st Bn. 

Hqrs. Co.. Milwaukee. Wisconsin. 

CORBIN. Frank A.. Jr.. Pfc.. 38578164, Co. "A ". El 
Paso. Texas. 

FACHET. Adolph F.. Sgt.. 1 3 124185. Co. "C", Phila- 
delphia. Pennsylvania. 

FRIDAY. Charles J.. Jr. Pfc.. 33792341. Co. "B". 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

KAISER. Glendon H., Pfc., 32640435. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 

Co.. Forrest Hills, New York. 

LA BAUN. Edwin W.. Pvt.. 36909602, Co. "E". 
Chicago. Illinois. 

MELELLA. Carmine L.. Pvt.. 42067287. Co. ""D". 
Yonkers. New York. 

MIER. Robert C.. S/Sgt.. 36171586. 1st Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 
Hillman. Minnesota. 

MILLER. Claude M.. Pvt.. 39346095. Co. "F Gate- 
way. Oregon. 

PETERS. George M.. Pvt.. 3 3813 508. Co. "C". Nar- 
bert. Pennsylvania. 

ROWLAND. Edward R.. Pfc.. 35733691, Co. "r". 
South Irwine. Kentucky. 

WILLIAMS. Floyd E.. Jr.. Pfc.. 3 1 3 1 7598. Regtl. 

Hqrs. Co.. North Bancroft. Maine . 

WITKOWSKI. Frank A.. Pfc.. 33897882. Co "K". 
Baltimore. Maryland 

6 FEBRUARY 194 5 

GOTTSCHALK. Arthur H., Pfc. 35063350, 1st Bn. 
Hqrs. Co., Cleveland. Ohio. 

HOLLINSWORTH. Don C.. Pvt.. 3 77 1 1 247. Co. "’I ". 
Ogallala. Nebraska. 

MORRETT. James A.. Pvt.. 36161807. Co "B ", 
Benton Harbor. Michigan. 

TAYLOR. John C.. Sgt.. 35875040. Co. "B " Mays- 
ville. Kentucky. 

9 FEBRUARY 194 5 

KONOPKA. Joseph S . Pfc.. 3 1 350457, Co. " B". Three 
Rivers, Massachusetts. 

17 FEBRUARY 1945 

STEVENSON. Robert T, Jr. Pfc.. 37728839. Co 
"E", Avondale. Missouri. 

V’ALDEZ. Jose F . Pfc , Co. "'B' . Governador. New 
Mexico 

18 FEBRUARY 1945 

PUSEY. Walter W.. Pvt.. 3 3906928. Co. " L". Seat 
Pleasant. Maryland. 

The German Campaign 

14 MARCH 194 5 

NEELS. Milton L. Pvt., 42097210, Co. "H , Wal- 
worth. New York 

SNIDARICH, John F.. Pvt.. 3777 1867. Co "A", Eve- 
leth, Minnesota. 

15 MARCH 194 5 

BABINEAUX. Curley, Pfc., 3826023 1. 1st Bn Hqrs 
Co.. Carencro. Louisiana. 

BEADER. Gordon C.. Pvt.. 421 22806. Co. "E ". Endi- 
cott. New York. 

BERG. Leonard. S/Sgt.. 36297 348. Co "F’ . Mil- 
waukee. Wisconsin. 

CLARK. Edward D., Pvt.. 399341 1 1. Co " F" . Great 
Falls. Montana. 

CHAVES, William M.. Jr.. Sgt.. 3 1428188. Co "D". 

Fall River. Massachusetts. 

CREEGAN. John T.. Pvt.. 37749079. Co. "F" 
DAVIS. Cleborn S.. Pvt.. 3483 7961, Co. "F"'. Buford. 
Georgia 

DE SISTO. Mario. Pvt.. 39480050. Co "F". Seattle. 
Washington 
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DRUCKER, Simon, Pfc.. 32882827. 3rd Bn Hqrs Co. 
Astoria, New York. 

DUNCAN. Kenneth L. Pvt.. 36910618. Co " F". 
Viola. Illinois. 

EECKHOUT. Leonard P., Pvt.. 369092'5. Co K ". 
East Moline. Illinois. 

EVANICH. Andy. Pfc.. 33440893. Co. " E . Monesien. 
Pennsylvania. 

FARANDA, John A., Pvt.. 42 1 7923 7, Co. "K". 
Brooklyn. New York. 

FORISTER. William G.. Pvt.. 38571 105. Co. " E ". 
Seminole. Oklahoma. 

GIBSON. Paul D . Pvt.. 3 5816601. Co. "F", Hebbards- 
ville, Kentucky. 

HEIDENFELDER. John J., Jr . Pvt., 170341 36. Med. 
Drt., St. Louis, Missouri. 

HEIGOLD. Gene G., Pvt.. 37627 187, Co. "L ". Saint 
Louis. Missouri. 

KLEIBOEKER. Hubert H. A.. Pfc. 37748996. Co. 
"F". Wentworth, Missouri. 

KLEIN. Bernard. Pfc.. 32249842. Co "B . Bronx. 
New York. 

KOLODZIEJ. Edward M.. Pfc.. 3 2773084, Co. "F". 
Wallington. New Jersey. 

MEKRUIT. John. Pfc., 3 3 300612. Co, ' F ". Butler. 
Pennsylvania. 

NEAL. William T.. Pfc.. 34497419. Co "F" , Neptune. 
Tennessee. 

PEDERSON. Selmer L , Pvt.. 3 75991 23. Co. E". 
Gonvick. Minnesota 

PETRY. Edgar. S/Sgt., 35795601. Co "K", Sexton. 
Kentucky. 

RANKIN. Robert W.. 1st Lt.. 0-1030927. Co. ' F ". 
Hindsdale. Illinois. 

REYNOLDS. Robert H.. Sgt . 6259505. Co " E ". 
Dallas. Texas. 

ROSE. Arthur C.. M/Sgt.. 3 7018094. Co. "F ". St. 
Paul, Minnesota. 

SALLEE. George C.. Pvt.. 38451678. Co. "F", Pint 
Bluff. Arkansas. 

SCHEPKOWSKI, Theodore V.. S/Sgt.. 34897922. Co. 

"K". Brevard. North Carolina. 

SCOTT. Fred A . Pvt.. 39196712. Co. "K". Port 
Angeles. Washington. 

SMITH. Norvel C.. Sgt.. 35835167. Co. "G ", Eddy- 
viUe. Kentucky. 

STEIN. Joseph N.. Pfc.. 36684087. Co. "B ". Chicago. 
Illinois. 

SULLIVAN. Warren J. Pfc.. 6914746. Co. "K". 
Grand Rapids. Michigan. 

SWANSON. Earl E.. Capt , 0-2055276. Co. "F"'. 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

TIFFANY. Willard H.. Pfc, 6878802. Co. "B". 
Oswego. New York. 



16 MARCH 194 5 

AZZATA. Frank. Pvt. 32650901, Co. "C", New 
York, New York. 

BARTILUCCI. James J.. Sgt.. 32880519, Co. •"C”. 
Long Island, New York. 

CAMPBELL. Charles B.. Pfc.. 34896191. Co. ‘C', 
Greenville. South Carolina. 

DREHER. Thomas H.. Pfc.. 34844641. Co. "K”. West 
Columbia. South Carolina. 

FULLER. Julius. Pfc . 34898822. Co. *"C". Hamlet. 
North Carolina. 

GRAHAM. Roland H.. Pfc.. 31401732. Co. "C ". Bridg- 
ton. Maine. 

MOON. Chiles W.. Pvt.. 384751 18. Co. ■"L ". Pitta- 
burg. Texas. 



17 MARCH 194 5 

MANNO. George J , Pfc., 36686654. Co. "B ". Chicago. 
Illinois. 

MARRERO. Gerardo. Pfc., 3 2641 721. Co "I". New 
York. New York. 



18 MARCH 194 5 

CAMPBELL. Woodrow, Pvt., 18166788. Co. "K"'. 
Emmet. Arkansas. 

DELANEY, Paul J., Jr.. 1st Lt.. 0-13 19931. 1st Bn. 

Hqrs. Co., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

DELONG, Lewis R.. Pfc., 36952756. Co. "A ". Flint. 
Michigan. 

DI PASQUALE. Urbano, Sgt., 3337 1423, Co. "A’*. 
Reading, Pennsylvania. 

DIXON. Dewey W.. Pfc.. 3489203 7. Co. ’"A ". Marion. 
North Carolina. 

DUTFL. Elisee A , Pfc., 3 1 1 16655. Regtl. Hqrs. Co.. 
Lewiston. Maine. 

FINK. John F.. Pvt.. 35832689. Co. "I ". Akron, Ohio. 
GOWER. Clyde A.. Pfc.. 3 35 87441. Co. "D ". Phila- 
delphia. Pennsylvania. 

GUARD. Ernest K., 1st Lt.. 0-1304898. AT Co- 
Orlando. Florida. 

HIGDON. Howard J . Pvt., 35816415. Co "C". Clark- 
son. Kentucky. 

HORTON. Melford M.. Pfc.. 3 99 34400. Co "C*. 
Crosby, North Dakota. 

KARNS. Harold. Pvt., 350879 1 2. Co. •A’", Eaton. 
Ohio. 

PRINCIPE, Raymond E , T/5, 3681 3343. Co "K". 
Kenosha. Wisconsin. 

ROLKE. William A.. T/5. 35461 154. Co. "K". 

Amelia. Ohio. 

ROSE. William E.. Pfc.. 39 1 43628. Co " D ". Docota. 
California. 

S.MITH. Corwin J.. Pvt . 37749254. Co "A". Gove. 
Kansas, 

STUTCHBURY. Bruce F.. Pfc.. 32734494. Co "K ". 
Rochester, New York. 

THORPE, Harry R.. Jr. Pfc.. 33805 38 3. Co. '"C". 
Lansdown. Pennsylvania 

WORDEN. Frank J.. Pvt. 3858272 1. 1st Bn Hqrs. 
Co Seminole. Texas 
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19 MARCH 1945 

BARBOUR. Will P.. Jr . 2nd Lt.. 0-200689. Co. ' B ’. 
Four Oaks. North Carolina. 

BEST. Lowrll E.. T/5. 36736532. Co. F . Albion. 
Illinois. 

CHEWIWE. Jose A.. Pfc . 38010059. Med. Det . Islrta. 
New Mexico. 

DAVIS. Jefferson W.. 2nd Lt . 0-540090. Co. “A ’, 
Chilligrtbe. Missouri. 

DRABEN. Melvin H., T/5. 36670745. Co ”I . Joliet. 

Illinolv 

KELLER. Henry J.. Pfc.. 35 789865. Co. 'A '. Paris. 
Kentucky. 

McDonnell. Robert E . 1st Lt.. 0 1826290. Co. 
"B". Fort Dodge. Iowa. 

McGEE. Emery J.. Sgl.. 18129713. 3rd Bn Hqrs Co.. 
Gcxxlland. Oklahoma. 

MOCKEVICIUS. Edward A.. Pfc.. 31464433. Co T'. 
Lawrence. Massachusetts 

NESTLER. Fred. Jr.. Pfc.. 36909864. Co ‘B '. Spring 
Valley. Illinois. 

PRESTON. Charles E.. Pfc. 1 1040377. Co "B”. 
Derry. New Hampshire 

ROSA. Nicholas J . Pfc.. 32863274. Co. - A- . Corona. 
New York. 

WHITEHEAD. V. O.. Pvt., 34928526. 1st Bn. Hqrs. 
Co.. Tylertown. Mississippi. 

WHITTINGTON. Albert E.. Pvt.. 39479966. 1st Bn. 

Hqrs. Co.. Ranier. Washington. 

WOOLWINE. Carl H.. Pfc.. 33658406. Co. "A’. 
Christiansburg, Virginia. 

20 MARCH 194 5 

ACKER. Frank. T/Sgt.. 33436436. Co. "G ". Hager- 
town. Pennsylvania. 

CARTIER. Albert G.. Pfc. 31 428679. Co 'A', 
Wrentham. Massachusetts. 

21 MARCH 194 5 

BAKER, Donald J.. Sr.. Pfc.. 34931065. Co. ‘ A . 
Chrraw, South Carolina. 

BENEDICT, Clifford J., Pvt.. 6573121. Co "B . 
Pasadena. California. 

ORLESKI. Stanley. S/Sgt , 3361 1344. Co ' B •. Wilkes 
Barre, Pennsylvania. 

26 MARCH 194 5 

BROWN. Ralph E.. Pfc., 33701206. Co. "M . New 
Freeport. Pennsylvania. 

BURNS. Owen V., Pfc.. 37193559. Co "C’. Charles 
City. Iowa. 

COFFIN. Cecil B.. Pvt., 39343178, Co. ‘D’ . Eagle 
Point, Oregon. 

DANIEL. Samuel L-. 2nd Lt.. 0-2010646. Co. T. 
Cnllman. Alabama. 

DOWNEY. Thomas E.. Jr.. Sgt.. 36784593. Co "D". 
Lerna, Illinois. 

DROBNIK. Frank S.. Sgt.. 35921678, Co. ’C '. Cleve- 
land. Ohio. 

FLOURNOY. Edward O.. Pfc.. 38481892. Co. -K '. 
Pickton, Texas. 

FRENCH, William H.. Pvt.. 31434607. Co. -I '. Plain- 
ville, Massachusetts. 

GOODNITE. Glenn N.. Pvt.. 3 5778518, Co. “I *. 
Hartford. West Virginia. 

GRAY. Alvin V., T/Sgt.. 20530746, Co. "F ’. Inde- 
pendence, Indiana. 

HEWITT. Thomas L.. Pfc.. 34916180. Co. '‘K'’. Bir- 
mingham. Alabama. 

HOOVER. Everett L.. Pfc.. 37734846. Co. “K”. Wal- 
nut, Iowa. 

HURLEY, Floyd W.. Pfc., 36909184. Co. “K”. Pekin. 
Illinois. 

KRAMPE. Earl E.. 1st Lt.. 0-1042341. Co. "M”. 
Brazil, Indiana. 

MEADVILLE, Charles E., Pvt., 33893456. Co "F '. 
Mollenawer, Pennsylvania. 

MILKOWSKI, Stanley P.. Pvt., 42165544. Co. "F”. 
Hudson Falls, New York. 

MURRAY. William J.. Pvt., 42096434. Co. -F”. 
Niagara Falls. New York. 

NAPPI, Anthony. T/5. 32339845, Co. "C”, New 
York. New York. 

NELSEN. James D.. Pvt., 36845546. Co. "F”. Racine. 
Wisconsin. 

ROSEMA. Theodore A., Pvt.. 13029637. 3rd Bn. 

Hqrs. Co.. Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

RUDQUIST. George E.. Pfc.. 37597335, Co. "K". 
Hamit. Minnesota. 

SIMON. Cornelius M.. Pvt., 42083 710. Co. •‘F”. Mt. 
Ephraim. New Jersey. 

SKIDMORE, George W.. Pvt., 37710019. Co ”A '. 
Grand Junction. Colorado. 

SPEARING, Everett J.. Sgt.. 3 1018389. Co. "A ’. New 
York. New York. 



2 7 MARCH 194 5 

COONS. Walter S . Pvt.. 68 7108 7, Co. "A”. Buffalo. 
New York. 

EGGEMEYER. Clyde L.. Pfc., 36446157. Regtl. Hqrs. 
Co,. Chester, Illinois. 

EVENSON. Orville J., Pvt.. 37577630, Co. ’B". St. 
Paul, Minnesota. 

HURLBUT. Edmund A . T/Sgt.. 31 1 14652. 2nd Bn. 

Hqrs. Co.. St. Albans. Vermont. 

KENDALL. Edwin A. Pfc.. 37595 1 22, Co -K". 
Mitchell. South Dakota. 

TRESSLER. Donald V.. CpL. 33759567. 2nd Bn. 
Hqrs. Co., Meyers Dale, Pennsylvania. 

28 MARCH 1945 

FIPPS. Bailey. Pfc.. 34010563. Co. ”A '. Loris. Sooth 
Carolina. 

TOLLEFSON. Arthur G. Pfc.. 37771980. Co. “B”. 
Fosston. Minnesota. 

29 MARCH 1945 

ERHARDT. Harold W., 1st Lt . 0-406243. 2nd Bn. 
Hqrs. Co.. Burlington. New Jersey. 

31 MARCH 194 5 

CHILDERS. Francis M , Pfc.. 3 7610460. Co. * E '. St 
Louis. Missouri. 

CRAWFORD, John B , Pfc.. 44066666. Co. 'B '. Har- 
lem. Georgia. 

GREGORY. Hugh N . Sgt.. 44025183. Co. "C '. 
Alkens. South Carolina. 

PARKER. Preston M.. Sgt . 34547003. Co. "B”. St. 
Petersburg, Florida. 

RAMSEY. Bill. Pvt., 4404088, Co. "B”, Crosby Ten- 
nessee. 

SMITH. Charles E.. Pfc.. 3 3878488. Co. ‘F ‘. Potose. 
Missouri. 

ZAWADA. Stanley J.. Pvt. 36910693. Co. 'C'. 
Chicago. Illinois. 

2 APRIL 194 5 

CHANEY. Charles, Pvt., 32776816. 2nd Bn. Hqrs. Co.. 
Woodbridge. New Jersey. 

HICKEY. Avon H.. Pvt.. 4403 2858. Co 'G”. Farrant. 
Alabama. 

HUNT, Wilbur F . Pvt.. 31414134. Co. "E' . Cole- 
brook. New Hampshire. 

LANE. Richard J.. Pvt.. 31389486. Co. "F ". Lowell 
Massachusetts. 

5 APRIL 1945 

DEEKE. Norman H.. Sgl.. 35902990. Regtl. Hqrs. Co. 
JOHNSON. Denton D. Pvt.. 33838048. Co. *E". 
Birdsboro. Pennsylvania. 

SPADONI, Reynold L. J.. Pfc.. 3142771 5, Co. "G”. 
Hyde Park. Massachnsetts. 

THOMAS. E. L.. Pfc.. 34705979. Co. *•£•. Ucey 
Springs. Alabama. 

6 APRIL 1945 

GROGG. Claude R., Pvt . 33893535, Co. -G”. Roches- 
ter. Pennsylvania. 

STEVENS. Bennie A.. Pfc.. 36909491, Co. "G". Piper 
City, Illinois. 

8 APRIL 1945 

BROBST. Charles W.. CpL, 33236473. Co. “L'. 
Sunbury. Pennsylvania. 

BROOKS, Glenn D.. Sgt., 35235397. Co. “C”. Akron. 
Ohio. 

BROWN. Armand V.. Pvt., 3 771 1493. Co. ‘L ' Bogue. 
Kansas. 

DE TURK. Ernest S.. T/5. 33 2 3 2599. AT Co . Read- 
ing. Pennsylvania. 

LANIANO. Carmin J.. Pfc.. 327783 74, Co. ' B ’. 
Boonton, New Jersey. 

SIMPSON, Leonard F.. Pfc.. 33284791. Med. Det.. 
Manorville. Pennsylvania. 

9 APRIL 1945 

KLEIN. Edward A.. Pvt.. 420571 11. Co. "K”. New 
York, New York. 

MERRILL, Walter. Pvt.. 421 14487. Co. ' K Schen- 
ectady, New York, 

NIEMI. Wilbert M.. Pvt.. 36845477. Co. ”K '. Brant- 
wood. Wisconsin. 

PRITCHETT. George H., Pvt.. 3678471 1. Co. 'K '. 
Park Rapids. Minnesota. 

10 APRIL 1945 

THOMPSON. Charles E.. Pvt., 31423468. Co. T’. 
Hyde Park, Massachusetts. 

WARBECK. Stephen S., Pfc.. 31285030, Co "G '. 
Greenfield, Massachusetts. 



11 APRIL 194 5 

STEWARD. Robert L.. Jr., Pvt.. 33592959. Co. ' K . 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. 

WISE. Samuel G.. Pfc. 36978508. Co. " K . Ray. 
Indiana. 

12 APRIL 194 5 

COPEN. Carl L., S/Sgl., 35756306. Co. -K ’. Eliza- 
beth, West Virginia. 

14 APRIL 194 5 

KILLHAM, John. CpL, 370875 76. Cn Co. Sidney, 

Nebraska. 

15 APRIL 194 5 

SMITH. Clifford B.. T/5. 35768023. Co ' D L Scar- 
bro. West Virginia. 

16 APRIL 194 5 

JOHNSON. Harold D.. Pvt.. 37775582. Co. "E". 
Eagle Lake. Minnesota. 

MITCHELL, Robert A., Pvt.. 42097221. Co. ‘ E '. 
Canadaigna. New York. 

ROGERS. Eugene J.. Pfc.. 31 167388. Med. Det. 
Winstead, Kentucky. 

SHAROL, Teddy W., Sgt.. 33893534. Co. "F . New 
Castle. Pennsylvania. 

STEFFAN. Elmer E.. Pfc.. 39928869. Co "L \ Philips- 
burg. Montana. 

17 APRIL 1945 

PUNDT, Arthur R.. Pvt.. 42188203. Co. **H L Glen- 
ridge. New Jersey. 

VOORHEES. Darryl V., Pvt.. 35906916. Co. ••L’. 
Sooth Bend. Indiana. 

18 APRIL 1945 

BASCO. Stephen J . CpL. 32842929. Co ”C ’. Tona- 
wando. New York. 

CANONICA. Edmund M., Pvt.. 42188603. Co “E ". 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 

CUNNINGHAM. Alvy L.. Pvt.. 4404759 2. Co. "E”. 
Escataopa, Mississippi. 

SMITH. Richard E.. Pvt . 31414764. Co ”E \ Willi- 
mantic. Connecticut. 

TOMASKI. Stanley. Pvt . 32669697, Co "L”. Check- 
towago. New York. 

VENEZIA. Michael C . Sgt , 32498705. Co. -L 
Brooklyn. New York. 

19 APRIL 194 5 

DRAUSZEWSKI. Henry. Pvt.. 6147029. Co. "G”. 
Derby. Connecticut. 

PERRY. Richard C.. Pvt.. 32981941. Co "D”. New 
York. New York. 

SAXTON. Earl. Pvt.. 36905678. Co "A*. Peoria. 
Illinois. 

UTLEY. John D.. Pfc.. 3 5803195. Co ”F”. Harves- 
ton, Kentucky. 

20 APRIL 1945 

GAMBLE. William C., Pvt.. 42099695. Co. “E". 
Hilton. New York. 

21 APRIL 194 5 

TAYLOR. Harold. T/5. 351 18621. Co. ' C ’. West 
Union. Ohio. 

26 APRIL 1945 

HAENI, Robert. Pvt.. 36818088, 1st Bn. Hqrs. Co. 
Milwaukee. Wisconsin. 

LEUZE. Ralph E., 2nd Lt.. 0-133 2614. Co. "A". 
Evans Mills. New York. 

27 APRIL 1945 

CLARKE. Walter N.. T/Sgi., 35654942, Co. *'A‘. 
Mullens. West Virginia 

NUFTALL. Peter, Pvt.. 42190363. Co "K '. Lenola. 
New Jersey. 

3 MAY 1945 

BLASKOWSKI. Leonard J.. Pvt,. 3394 30 3 7. Co. "M L 
Nanticoke. Michigan. 

GOODLOE. Everett M , Pfc.. 38530461. Co. ’I. Red 
Oak. Texas. 

4 MAY 1945 

FRANK. Harry E. Jr. Pfc.. 3295475 1. Co. ‘E’. 
Paulsboro. New Jersey. 

13 JUNE 194 5 

LEWALLEN. William L.. T/4. 17046144. Med. Det.. 
Zion. Missouri. 



DIED OF INJURIES 

THE MEN LISTED BELOW MET DEATH THROUGH ILLNESS. EXPOSURE. DROWNING ACCIDENTS DURING 
AMPHIBIOUS TRAINING. VEHICLE WRECKS. BURNS OR GUN SHOT WOUNDS FROM ACCIDENTAL 
DISCHARGE OF WEAPONS. ALL WERE IN LINE OF DUTY. 



29 DECEMBER 1942 

STANFORD, Llewellyn. Pvt., 19032061. Co. • C”. 

30 DECEMBER 1942 

MARTIN. Larmer A.. Pvt., 361 28 161. Co. T . Perry. 
Michigan. 

25 FEBRUARY 1943 

GARNER. James H,, Pvt.. 35618422. Co. ”D ’. Cleve- 
land. Ohio. 



SMITH, Thomas J.. Pvt.. 13081 1 1 1. Co. •‘B". Phila- 
delphia. Pennsylvania. 

30 MAY 1943 

PRETKIEWICZ. August J.. Pvt.. 7030060. Co. '‘A '. 
Muskegon. Michigan. 

27 JUNE 1943 

SETZKORN. Irvin R.. CpL. 3 7014221. Med. Det . 
Dcxlgc City. Kansas. 



18 APRIL 1943 

LAYNE, Malcolm B., Pvt., 35637266, Co. 
Langely, Kentucky. 



21 JULY 1943 

FOSTER. Charles R.. CpL, 35101171. Regtl. Hqrs. Co 
Harrodburg. Kentucky. 



3 AUGUST 194 3 

GARCIA. Jose M.. Pvt.. 38169427. Co. -F ’. Ledoux. 
New Mexico. 

17 AUGUST 194 3 

BOOTH. Everett J.. Pvt.. 35436297. Co. 'K '. Beckley. 
West Virginia. 

3 SEPTEMBER 194 3 

RAMACKAR. Harold F.. Pvt.. 33423560. Co. ‘K ”. 
Joffre, Pennsylvania. 

19 OCTOBER 194 3 

SCHUSTER. John W.. Pfc.. 351 18585. Regtl. Hqrs. 
Co.. Cincinnati. Ohio. 



304 



Digitized by 



Google 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




ic Domain, Google-digitized / http://www.hathitrust.0rg/access_use#pd-g00gle 



1 DECEMBER 194) 

COOK, Dexter M.. Pfc.. )56)900l, Co. ‘H”. Key- 
rock, Wett Virginia. 

5 MARCH 1944 

COSrO, Guftave M., Pvt., 32962678. Co. 'G . New 
York. New York. 

13 APRIL 1944 

HORAN. Joaepb P., Pfc . 1209095 2, 2nd Bn. Hqrc 
Co.. New York. New York. 

MEADOR. Elmer O., Pfc.. 356371 19. 2nd Bn Hqrs 
Co., Odd. Wett Virginia. 

5 MAY 1944 

CAINE. Sheldon. Pvt.. 328983)4. Sv. Co, Brooklyn. 
New York. 

12 MAY 1944 

McLaughlin. AWm C. Pfc.. ) 8290667 , 3rd Bn 
Hqrs. Co.. Black Oak, Arkansas 

7 JUNE 1944 

ROBERTS. Isaac D.. Pvt . 3449)4)8, Co ‘ A '. Dun- 
lap. Tennessee. 

17 JUNE 1944 

DARE. Samuel E., T/5. )) 15)52). Co 'G' . Walker- 
ton, Indiana. 

2) AUGUST 1944 

KAPLAN. Benjamin. Pvt.. 32979685. Co •'I". Bronx. 

New York. 

1) SEPTEMBER 1944 

Hall. Zehnor. T/4. 69)6)22. Co. ' G". Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas. 



21 SEPTEMBER 1944 

NIELSON, Vernon H., Prt.. 1700602-1. 2nd Bn Hqrs. 
Co . Seattle. Washington 

10 OCTOBER 1944 

WESENBURG. Daniel W.. Pvt, 36818007. 1st Bn. 
Hqrs. Co.. Milwaukee. Wisconsin. 

14 OCTOBER 1944 

JOHNSON. Lawrence. Pvt . 35771601, Co “M". Crow, 
West Virginia 

8 DECEMBER 1944 

WARUS. Otto M . Cpl . 37276)70. Med Det., Carlson. 
North Dakota. 

20 DECEMBER 1944 

EVANS. Robert E.. 1st Lt . 0-4))03), Co. "A”, Marfa, 
Texas 

20 JANUARY 1945 

BOWMAN. Stanley H . Jr . Pvt . ))61 2079, Co ' A". 
Wilkes Barre. Pennsylvania 

12 MARCH 194 5 

DUNHAM. Donald F.. Pfc . 32947262. Co "A . Troy. 
New Jersey. 

GERHARDT. Michael M, Jr. Pvt . 369 10098, Co. 
"A ". Chicago. Illinois 

24 MARCH 1945 

RAMNICK. Raymond. T/5. 324 1 785 7. 2nd Bn Hqrs. 
Co . Brooklyn. New York 

16 APRIL 194 5 

SMITH. Harold L . Pfc . 190 14594. )td Bn Hqrs. Co . 
McMinnville. Oregon. 

20 APRIL 1945 

CONGLET0N. Frank. Jr,. Pvt.. 44014290, AT Co. 
Aulander, North Carolina. 



22 APRIL 1945 

McMANUS. Warren R , Pfc . 190154)7. Regtl. Hqrs. 
Co.. Doris. California. 

29 APRIL 1945 

MERRITT. Carl A . Pvt . 58602206, Co. "L”, Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas. 



12 MAY 1945 

VIRGIL. Gillierto. Pfc.. 37)47610, Co. "E-. Fort 
Garland. Colorado. 

4 JUNE 194 5 

GOODSON, Elbert R.. Pfc.. 34)97854, 3rd Bn. Hqrs. 
Co . Birmingham. Alabama. 

14 JULY 1945 

FUNK. Christian. Pfc. 31)805 24, Co. *‘H", New 
London. Connecticut. 

YURISICH, Harold M. Pfc. 39216615. Co. ’I". 
Tacoma. Washington 

30 JULY 1945 

MUSAK. Floyd P.. Pvt.. 36627554. Co ‘ M ', Chicago. 

Illinois. , 

SALTKILL. Lewis C . Pfc.. 3 7606979. Co. 'D . 
Catena. Missouri. 

7 AUGUST 194 5 

EDWARDS. Leslie. Cpl , 328)9226. AT Co., Living 
ston, Manor, New York 

17 SEPTEMBER 194 5 

VAN DEMARK, Kenneth R . Pfc . 3)779245, Co. 'H '. 
Chester. Pennsylvania. 



FORMER “COTTON BALERS” KILLED IN ACTION 
WHILE SERVING WITH OTHER UNITS 



6 MAY 194) 

RICHEY. James Alexander, Lt.. 0-305939. while serv- 
ing with Co. “M". 168ch Infant^. 34th Inf. Div. 
in the Beja-Mateur sector, Tunisia. From Yakima. 
Washington. 



. 17 JULY 1944 

VAN BUSKIRK, Hal. Pfc., 19046047. while serving 
with 2nd Bn Hqrs. Co.. I 75th Inf., 29th Inf. Div. 
near St Lo, France. From Los Angeles. California 



18 OCTOBER 1944 

AYLOR, Harry J.. S/Sgt.. 657 ) 491 . while serving 
with Co. 'B' . 3 2 1st Inf., 8 1st Inf. Div . on 
Pelelieu Island in the Pacific. Posthumously awarded 



29 MAY 194) 

CLOUD. Eugene Harrington. Major, while serving as 
American Aide-de-Camp to the English General 
K. A. N. Anderson in Tunisia, From San Antonio. 
Texas 



13 DECEMBER 1944 

PIERCE. Clarence, while serving with Co. “C”. 1 5 7th 
Inf , 45th Inf. Div.. in France. From Humnoke. 
Arkansas 



LIST OF MEN AND OFFICERS OF THE TENTH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTAUON 
KILLED IN ACTION WHILE IN SUPPORT OF THE SEVENTH INFANTRY REGIMENT 



3 AUGUST 194 3 

OBLAD, Briant O.. Capt.. 0-3 15465. Sv. B'try. Salt 
Lake City. Utah. 

4 AUGUST 194) 

JOHNSON. Elver S . T/5. 3 7039865. Hqrs. B try. Lost 
Creek, West Virginia. 

WEISIGER. William B , 2nd Lt.. 0 1 168130. B try 
“C'', Memphis, Tennessee 

5 AUGUST 1943 

FORTH, Harold J.. Pvt . 37019807 . B try "A- . Litcii- 
field. Minnesota. 

6 AUGUST 194 3 

CASSIDY. James D.. Pfc , 3544 1156. Hqrs B try. 

Williamstown. West Virginia 
CORBEILLE. Maxsum E. Pvt . 611)5)7. Hqrs B try. 
Bridgeport. Connecticut 

FAY. John A.. Pfc . 1907220). Hqrs B try. Decatur. 
Illinois. 

HARKER. Harvey A . Pvt.. 1 8084)08. Hqrs B try. 

Hulbert, Oklahoma. 

HELM. Williams I , T. 5, 3609)972. Hqrs Btry. 

GKn Ellyn. Illinois 

LEGAKO. Roman. T, Sgt . 6264 1 1 ). Hqrs B try. WelU- 
ton. Oklahoma 

SNYDER. Glenn H. T/5. 39078570. Hqrs, Btry, 

Stockton. California 

8 AUGUST 194) 

BREUNINGER, Fred, Sgt. 6579905. Btry C . San 
Diego. California 

9 AUGUST 194) 

OWENS, Merlin LeRoy. Pvt . 39676878. B try A”. 
Burley, Idaho. 

26 SEPTEMBER 194 3 

QUINN. Aubrey. Pfc . 39084454. Hqrs. B try. Likely. 
California 

8 NOVEMBER 194 3 

FUREY. Charles R , T/5. 32612056. B try ' B", New 
York, New York 



I 1 NOVEMBER 194 3 

SMITH. James T.. Jr . S/Sgt.. 3) 189690. Hqrs B try. 
Alexandrick. West Virginia. 

22 JANUARY 1944 

FINNEY. Jack L., T/5. 39)82825. Btry C . Ever- 
ett, Washington 

)0 JANUARY 1944 

HOOVER. Virgil F. Pfc.. 370 1 571 8. Btry “A'. 
Huntington Park. California 

31 JANUARY 1944 

STRGOS. James P. Sgt, 6947072. Hqrs Btry, Scran- 
ton. Pennsylvania 

7 FEBRUARY 1944 

RITLAND. Lester G . Pvt . 37040187. B try ’ B‘ . 

Huxley. Iowa 

9 FEBRUARY 1944 

CLARK. Richard J. Capt . 0 41 2657 , Btry B . 
Salmas. California 

19 FEBRUARY 1944 

REIMERS. Frederick. 2nd Lt , 0 1 1 79 1 83, B try B . 
Oshkosh. Wisconsin 

29 FEBRUARY 1944 

AIOSA. Anthony M.. Pvt. 32)6059. Hqrs Btry. 
Orange, New Jersey. 

FRANK. Raymond R. Pvt, 366659 1 ), Sv Btry, 
Chicago. Illinois 

JENSEN. Richard E. Sgt . 37019844 Btry C . 

Clements. Minnesota 

I MARCH 1944 

KOSTRIBA. Valentine, T/4, 370199)0. B try “B ’. 
Holdingford. Minnesota 

LYON, Ralph F.. Pvt . 6264095. B try ' B Bayard. 
Nebraska 

NOVAK. Herman E . Pfc , 36242)98. B try ' C”. 

Haneexk. Wisconsin. 
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PINIANSKI, Paul. Jr. Pvt, 33)55860. Btry C . 

Dickson. Pennsylvania . 

SCHEUCH. Henry F. 2nd Lt.. 0-1 179260. Btry B , 
Ellsworth, Kansas 

2 MARCH 1944 

WITTKOPP. Arthur. Pfc , 38062568. B try “B El 
Reno. Oklahoma. 

4 MARCH 1944 

ERWIN. James R , Pvt.. 34288549. B try ' C ', Lime- 
stone, Tennessee. . 

GROTZINGER. Henry C. Pfc. 688)4 15. Btry C . 
Renovo. Pennsylvania 

JOHNSON. Morris T, Pvt, 69)5)84. Hqrs. Btry. 
Robbindale. Minnesota. 

MeINTOSH. Park. Pfc , 150541 23, B try C . New- 
port. Kentucky. , 

McKENNEY, Raymond J.. Pvt. 39005861. Btry C . 
San Francisco. Califoraia. 

MUSULIN. Tony. Pvt,, 35 1587 19. Btry 'C . Indi- 
anapalis. Indiana. 

REID. John W. Pfc . 3960 1 596. Btry C , Miles 
City, Montana 

6 MARCH 1944 

SCHULTZ. Emmett E. T/4. 3701 9860. Sv Btry. 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

10 MARCH 1944 

PROVOST. Thomas F . Pvt.. 329 16004. B try 'C •, 
Jersey City. New Jersey. 

27 MARCH 1944 

SORf^OSO. Sylvester J. Pvt. 392959) 1. Btry “B”. 
Los Angeles. California- 

26 MAY 1944 

HORNER. Donald M. T/4, 656)973. Btry A", 
West Park Bremerton. California 
JONES. Jenkin R . 1st Lt , 0-1 1704)9, B try “B 
Warren, Ohio 

MORMANIS. Kris D. Cpl. 3901 583. Btry ' B '. Los 
Angeles, California 
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APPENDIX 111 



Campaign Credits, Citations, and Awards 

EUROPEAN-AFRICAN-MIDDLE-EASTERN THEATER OF OPERATIONS 



4 if i( if if if if if if if 



A. TbN CAMPAIGNS 

The Seventh Infantry participated in ten campaigns' 
in this theater of operations. They are listed below 
with the boundaries of the combat zones and the 
time limitations for each campaign as determined by 
the War Department.^ Also the periods of time that 
the Seventh Infantry was within the combat zones 
for the respective campaigns are g.vcn.® 

1. ALGERIA-FRENCH MOROCCO 

a. Combat zone. — Algeria. French Morocco, and adjacent 
waters. 

b. Time limitation. — 8 to 1 1 November 1942. 

c. The Seventh Infantry was active in French Morocco 
during the entire period. 

2. TUNISIA 

a. Combat zone. — Tunisia and Algeria east of a north- 
south line through Constantine (inclusive), and ad- 
jacent waters. 

b. Time limitation. — 12 November 1942 (air), 17 No- 
vember (ground), to 13 May 1943. 

c. The Seventh Infantry was within the combat zone as 
a reserve unit from 6 to 13 May 1943. 

3. SICILY 

a. Combat zone. — Sicily and adjacent waters. 

b. Time limiution. — 14 May 1943 (air), 9 July 1943 
(ground), to 17 August 1943. 

c. The Seventh Infantry was within the combat zone dur- 
the entire period. 

4. NAPLES-FOGGIA 

a. Combat zone. — Italy (exclusive of Sicily and Sardinia) . 
Corsica, and adjacent waters. 

b. Time limitation. — 18 August 1943 (air), 9 Septem- 
ber 1943 (ground), to 21 January 1944. 

c. The Seven^ Infantry was within the combat zone 
from 19 September 1943 to 21 January 1944. 

5. ANZIO 

a. Combat zone. — Mussolini Canal-Sessano, Cistema, 
Campoleone, Carroceto, Moletta River, and adjacent 
waters. 

b. Time limitation. — 22 January to 24 May 1944. 

c. The Seventh Infantry was within the combat zone dur- 
ing the entire period. 

6. ROME- ARNO 

a. Combat zone. — Italy (exclusive of Sicily and Sardinia) , 
Corsica, and adjacent waters, to 15 August 1944: 
thereafter, that portion of the lulian mainland and 
adjacent waters north of 42® north latitude, except 
that the area of the Anzio combat zone is excluded from 
22 Januai 7 to 24 May 1944. 

b. Time limitation. — 22 January to 9 September 1944. 

c. The Seventh Infantry was within the combat zone dur- 
ing the period 25 May to 14 August 1944 (inclusive). 

7. SOUTHERN FRANCE 

a. Combat zone. — Those portions of France (exclusive 
of Corsica) CKCupied by forces assigned to the Nonh 
African Theater of Operations, and adjacent waters. 

b. Time limiution. — 15 August to 14 September 1944. 

c. The Seventh Infantry was within the combat zone dur- 
ing the entire period. 



8. RHINELAND 

a. Combat zone. — Belgium. Holland, Luxembourg, Ger- 
many. and France east of the line: Franco-Bclgian 
frontier to 4® east longitude, thence south along that 
meridian to the Mediterranean coast, except that the 
area of the Ardennes-Alsace combat zone is excluded 
from 16 December 1944 to 25 January 1945. 

b. Time limitation. — 15 September 1944 to 21 March 
1945. 

c. 1 he Seventh Infantry was within the combat zone dur 
ing the periods 15 September to 15 December 1944. 
and 21 December 1944 to 21 March 1945. 

9. ARDENNES-ALSACE 

a. Combat zone. — Euskirchen, Eupen (inclusive), Liege 
(exclusive) , cast bank of the Meuse River to its inter- 
section with the Franco-Belgian border, thence south 
and east along this border to the western border of 
Luxembourg, thence to Metz (inclusive), east bank of 
the Moselle River to Epinal (inclusive) , Strasbourg 
(inclusive) . 

b. Time limitation. — 16 December 1944 to 25 January 
1945. 

c. The Seventh Infantry was within the combat zone dur- 
ing the period 1 6 to 20 December 1944. 

10. CENTRAL EUROPE 

a. Combat zone. — The areas occupied by troops assigned 
to the European Theater of Operations, east of a line 
10 miles west of the Rhine River between Switzerland 
and the Waal River until 28 March 1945, and there- 
after east of the east bank of the Rhine. 

b. Time limitation. — 22 March to 1 1 May 1945. 

c. The Seventh Infantry was within the combat zone dur- 
ing the entire period. 

B. BRONZE ASSAULT ARROWHEAD 

The Seventh Infantry was in the assault wave during 
four major amphibious operations against Africa. 
Sicily. Italy and France during the war just ended. 
Personnel of the Regiment who participated in one 
or more of those operations are authorized the Bronze 
Assault Arrowhead which is worn to the right of the 
campaign or battle stars on the campaign ribbons. 

C. THIRD INFANTRY DIVISION AWARDS 

The Third Infantry Division was awarded the Dis- 
tinguished Unit or Presidential Unit Citation for 
action performed during the period 22 January to 6 
February 1945, and the French Fourragere for its 



1 However the Seventh Infantry has been awarded only four cam- 
paign streamers for its World War II action. Illustrations of them 
are shown in the preface. War Department policies in regard to 
these awards seems to be quite inconsistent. >^y shouldn't a unit 
receive a campaign streamer for each campaign in which it par- 
ticipated to correspond to the battle or campaign stars with which 
it is credited:* 

2 GO No. 24, War Department. Wash.. D. C., 4 March 1 947. 

3 Periods of time within the combat zones must not be confused 
with time spent on the actual front lines. It was possible to be 
within the combat zones and not hear a shot fired. The combat 
zones of the front line Infantry were within those larger zones 
as determined by the War Department. 
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I wo awards oi the C'loix de Guerre with for its 
victorious ih^ beaches of the iVledi 

tcrrancan terthe baafes of the jfihine/’ 

I\*Tsonoel of the Seventh In 1;^ who served Willi 
the Rcgimeiu during Uie said periods arc authorized 
both the FJiistinguished XJnii Badge and: the Feeach 
F^urragere. 

As a unit of tl)e TiiiMlnt^VntTy Divisi^^^ the Seventh 
Infantry received a streaiiKt in ot the D.s* 

linguished Unit AwAfd — ^ 

D. DISTlNGUiSilED UNH ;aTAT 

The fonowing uniti cT the <^yfsdh lafan were 
cii^ih in ihe^ the PreMdent of the United 
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COMPANY ;t " ; . ^ . 
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; COMPANY : . 
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mAtn in W^iur df fhe Sie'gfrhd 

Cine; for act ntftCin ^ehh;ictV:«nd^ 

cffillUns l0f sbrtic hi iis iediviUCai 

the Swenib IniatjuiY j 5 deserving, o( i« -stw^rd or 
its emuv tomhar rcnord ,pri. Wof|d War .ti “Ffmtl 
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i"<ft yal0r by the gr^^yern meiu Tb^r 

conduipna )^re Resolution 

\vhirh parsed on ^ Jufy’- 1 9iS lojjpws/ 

Be if rejibiwd provUwai pf ''i»iM^jig , 

fluting ro fhy awiiifii Honor td nUn- 

coin missioned ifisficex,^;^^^ ibi 'Arw^y"’ b«; ;3-M ' 

ibpy hebby a ry fo that ibe u aiitboK 

fzvd Co prmn{. in tht nattie <?f ih* Co«gn‘«y. > ’MedaPbf 
Hv>noir dnly T^. w.fb pi‘‘fsyn. «»hp wbtlc jot ot »jit- 

UiUd mftrt rb? ^my hite,>ftrrv m a» tt<sn inVcAvtni^, , 

ic'tual lAnfb^r '^tth dijRtfoj|j0Kb cabv 

ipii^budy bV yaUitptry ' aUd iott'ifp'i^ifv ai tht niK of lp4 
bfi »bovf i»nd bv^ibnd ibi? call of duty- 

Th^” rt«w he cUaHy 

The winner oi ^ Medal dr Honibf 

enlisted man f 2)Vin 

with the 

^i>tin^ui5hy$ hm^ll ^ h 

lnttepi4iiV> (4^{ crl his life; 

■;tevda;dthjfb 

or rhr m mv;K who went to du 

^oHd^Wat awarded th^ l^ 

posthumously ) . Seventy^ thr^ recipients 

were Infantrymen, five Marines, four were ^ 

rnrmbfrs of machine gun baftalions. two were 
ArtiJUrymen, two- were Airmen, cwo were Tank- b 
OTen. one was an Engineer, and one was the Un- 



known Solciiet'^ Two of chc rouipienty served with 
the Third Infantry Dj^isib^^ 

Dimng World War TI nearly H 000.000 soldiers 
were mobilized fc\r swiVtid in all, tiicat'ers of opera- 
tions and the zone of fhe interior. Of that, gteat 
number only 259 rcfdyW 

.of the Mfcida) of Hbnor (40%, po^ Soc 

(thrL'e pp.d:h.unrousif>^ \vete *"Cbttob' Balers’' who 
. . /are^iisicd, bejow^ 

•\lrtdicateithc -awirdwAi pwithu^ 

:] ^pUjd'ATC PtRST/tt K VINOST^OM: 

.’ M Navipncbti ty4ii Rij Mouaf^J^ 

. bUhd m 

.;4irpf»K bn Iwty; on ;5 ;F*bt«afy' (94^ 

i'tsr a^iEjisv ,ob 10 t \ JjlniMitv 1944 , t»n rhf 

i r U Olsten ^ 

.^jVlid 1944. 

i V GDNNOR Ri^inienial Battle . 

, PaiuiI . , , ‘ • ‘ , ■ 

dvinn-g the invasion <3? Southern 

■ Company 

Pot itiiQ^is dispUved in on 16 Kn^vn 

. ' ■'1044.- , • , ■ • 

. • ■ CoffipaaT-' 

••' ' ■ ‘ :Fttr fict»oh'« d»spl4ytd:^bbir’Bbt^^ F--7 Sep.-- 

temb/e 1 944,.. ^ ^ ^'■>'. \--V-.;;' ■ ’'^.'.. 

<5 . ^PRfVA# )9R^ -GJ.yA$$, ■ 
•panv ''B ' • '• 

Por;itiMns dUpl^y^ Ho 

. Oft 25' Jinu^tlr '1945-/ PrivTUTlti^GiGiiu^. ..tHed . of 

'\«b«D ds m.rtvcU in .ibe ;*-f Uppv '(tv ,f ? • i.9 4 

Hrxppci;' ‘klnllh of H Yurkr I ^2V. vK-jiix. 

t^hayl# 1^^ C^. T ' lib Infantry, 

;»nd I I r, Qeotae R . H.f f(, :f0ib fifkt ^ 

C>pn Ma ri(UiU\. Report (f be ,^f the War in £wxope 

■>nd' fbe ^;:.^ ,.\.;v^ ,- 






DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS 



extraocrdinar^ heroism in action 



Ser^eairrdanicit P Go^nnor 



Technical Scrgtani StanlfV B«nd<r (on the right) 



iTchetcran Fifth Grade Rpberr D. Ntilawcllf 





14 ♦TECHNlCAt SERGEANT EARl E 
Cdwj^wy 'T*'. 

May i‘)44 in Ci^t^rrt* di Lietoria. Iiaifv rfurtag tbe 
brtikfiittaugh oi«ra(rt>ns frpm tbt Aniio %aciE^ca4, T«l>- 
ni«J SfTgunX latef r^Uived a ba>tJfEfl5f wniWr- 

advanced to the $nde of C^jpt^in #ad ij\j6 ?ci 
tHr cotflinartd of Corttpaisy T‘\ WbUt fcadia^ bi^ 

0any in ih<» atutV fU%r yi vti’Itt. H Manib 

■ I V ^'5 : C.jrpt4‘>v killed . ’ 

It SEROeAct 5AMUEI S^' POllARn Ci^mpif^r:ff^'. 



SW AN50N 



V7 ^ERIV ATE FIRf?T Ct ASS ARTHUR MAKCOTTE 

neat Fjiant^, Wfeto rrnJl« First 

• M.»iT0tI'i kilirsl, 

,n, ^Pflf V A tii CUFt ON c. THOMAS (Aimp^v ' S ' 

. :,^} JXrtvi.^rr nf4r Crdmar. Private 

; kdlf!l 

io BUST tiFC^E^A?^'!' OARI^V COyVNOR/nird; 
IVktaljon: CQm[»^ 

74 I .M 'J 

tlFiriTK^ANT ', COIONFI. KUNKTrilf W WAt, 

F /HtF , 0'ninMndi.ng p)rst . 

« 4 lanuary near Ostbnm Friinc;(‘ 

U IT CH.NICAi/ SERCvrANT' H.ARRV 13\ 

. CcriTipMy ''TV'. 

.75 t Oi'at Hou>i^cn. fTint<r 

4i- -^PRIVAfE ,'jTRS.T CI.-ASS .JOSEPH d BALE. Swond 
R.u?alu>-n Conti^fiy- 

10 hnuarv 19^5 in Wjbr en riainc. Ecaai'e 
Firsf .Cf.4."]t- Bale >v Vi Killed 

♦ s ^PRiV'At? AIARID POMPONIO, Comparrv E 
t945VtiV,Wibr-f- ^ 



7.S May T. 944 i A 0a*^riia di Litton^ 

• bi^kfKn>ti$cfe from fhr A«j?to B^achlwad. . 

■li. staff sergeant RUTOIF^ 
wfty tit. V-'^' ■ 

v^S May 1944 tiFif Atiens, Tult, rSj|;ra:i^«\t Dav'ijla 

laiff received 3 batriefieUf tdoicrisaicij. 

I 7. PRIV ATE CHARLES T BOREiXi, Comivan v At 
1 .tl^urie 1944 nfa» Artenay Envait l^r^U lapi 

oromoirtJ to the jjrado of S«!r^VtL , V 

18 ♦PRrVArii EDWARD $ H^YT. 



hiVi PnV3»<* 



1 7 August 1944 rteat Hte:rea, F^ao;^ «-h«h 
was killed in actio rt. 

lt;:^ECOM3 LiE H. ADAMS, 

■Comp4oT''FV :;■■;■■■■:■■' 



<rt • Piaine F^3U1>T^ wMi pri vatf 



lO Jaowir.y . .. , . - , 

Prt.nB,poni«;» 

1 1 riRtt aLUTENA?»tt Victor M MORRIt Caw 

niinditT^ ComrHity ‘ ' 



v9 Aif^nM r 944 tieaf Mcynleiunistr Ff3fr*-f Second L «ew»^t» 
ant Adams dkd of r^efved ia itijon r)r» ?8^ Dec-fw • 

her 1944 

20. .STAFF SFRQ^ H STANTON. Cpmt>.»r»v 

! 2 Septamber J944 n.eair ^M^? 7 T^*BlOttfy|. Eracce 
n PRIVATE, FIRST Cf ASS MtCHAEl \t AMERILLQ; 
■■Companf. , 

1 5 Siptrmhct 1944 w*r i. c4 Aynaui. Fit ncf^ 

22y liBV^'mAS^T COWmi XX C THOBRO. 

Comwand»'n,y Secoifd BaitalWii, ; . ■ 

24 SfptfcmbfT’ IV4-4 qsar f^idrupv, Tpsnrr 
21 ^PRIVATE FIRST CtASS .JAMHA 



rto» Morrvv liter prcVWOt>if to i,h« grade ,e*f C^pisin 
H pRfVATF FIRESTONE. 

CosQfrrffnT TC , . - 

I EKhinp Franve 

46 AVERY Cowpany. A*. 

i 5 Afafvb ’ t»^ir GUjderkircb .. Frartce. 

I' CAPtAlN WIlTlAM D: ANTHOW. Cbmmandmg 

V5. 1945 n(*ar Utweiler. Gerniany-. 

48. ^sTAFF SEROTANT ALBERTS, flASKEll . Company 

■ ' '••'A". '...,■ .' ,' V ■/■ 

I H Mao b (S4^’ pfe^r. ?,w«it7rwckepvGr^ 

PRIVATT FIRST CLASS RLfMAL DO MEDrNA..Cow 
■p*aAy "L’ / ■ ■ ^ 

) ^LMarvb J.94S Alfh>?jbib>tb Oermanv. 

V<T SERGEANT .ANTHoNV ; J. ,kAL BATON. Coinpanv 

. •;•■ :*K‘\ ‘ ^ ^ : ■•: ■ ■ . •. 

J : Maritt 1945 oejy Tbsl?t5s45Wed^ Ocnttatry, 

55 TEtTHNiCAl ■ SERGFA^ TI AKTNCB W COPP. 

■ ' ‘ '.Cv^mpant ' 'B'', ^.■ ■ ' ' .- :’■■ ■' 



. , _ , . . . M HAHOHT. 

Company "A*' 

27 September J 944 near PiJftce, 

PtiTile Fir^t Cm*? H?ughi; Veu kdMd, . , 

:24-/ $TAf:T 



TRGE ANT vmcn; G; Compsti^ 

27 Stplemher 1944 ntit Rupt ?i»r-Mpfelir 
25 PRIVATE- WAI TTR T- HALtEVv 

CowpanTT^V7:-.';'---v: V- '.'^ 

" Offobe.t f^-44 Fyin\it iV»y4r.e F(»4 t 

Halley wgiMMr pcc^tpoif d Ip fb4 £‘si Sergeant ’ 

2n- 

.lx) Ocmhti 194 < 9x4* » v 

Mter prv»fTt«9e4 fbe 
e’ STAFF sfroeant micmM 

*‘C''‘ . ^ •;. ■-: v'" . .'' .^ ■ - “ ■ 

iZ' .O^lobef 1944 near 

■2fi\ TECHNICAL SEROEAirr^lH)^^ LEWIS' Cant 

pany ■•L-': - • .; 

.21 ClctotwT 1944 near Atnla?r(oijHE Trantre 

20 *-PRn-ATE MACAKtO JiG^^^^^^ CofT<pAn.v *L 

Z8 piipber 19 44 neat Mat?*r‘ 0 .'sa, France, Vhr.n Pnvvjff 

Gallardo Killed 

50. *STAFP SERGEANT GEORCtE A. OR ANTh.!, C/>rn 

pany^'L*'. 

11 Ocioher 1944 neir Mararnossj*. .fiam*', Stiff 

Sr-rge^nr Gripdo w\\ Killed 

i I stArF SERGEANT Wn,J.,IAM R. PE7ARN. Cow 

pany '.’A'',, . ,''7 7 _ ■■ 

5 NMvrmbi:e-.,E'>44 .nciif.T.'^'T^^ ,.IVdiie?. Ft^nti:' Stiff. 
Seigiani DtyjTn. M.i«T »x«;xrvtd a bsf rtf field <omm*r»<Qn 

5 ?. private ei>gAr\ AT:os.w 

♦ No^-endw'* t 'H4 near Le Ewnte. 

U TmiVATF TmST;q::A!5ST^^ Er,m- 

paoy "K7. . ' ' ::'. _ 

Z i NovewEff ! 9 4 4 'in S'»4l tjr. rrapre: V'hwr P.r 4 t«- I'ir 
, CMm StefeK v'nw Kdl’ed. . 

5 V >SERGEA>n’ 



• '2/' M>trwb j n'4.S near .SandbpKi^, 

57 ^TAFF SERGEANT ANTHObn^ C/FTCAR' <^ 

■ -■• ' ■.'■.■ ' 
^ Aprd !&45 pear N'lunnetit^fd't' 

55 PRn'ATF flR.ST O GH.^RLES H 2WECK 
Company ‘ M' 

J 045 ov3r S«et;5d«>H CSertEiait) 

1J' .PRIVATE-; .RR.ST CtAA^ VINCENT A LOGAN 
CtJtnpJtly 'T'. 

r>4 5 nr^r fbiebt»?^a4rn. 

Fi nit Oat Leaf Clojiyt ro the 
Dvi»Agnrt.bfd $Jp<yj<re Cross 

L (JEUTiSNANT-^C^ KENNETH' W. WAL- 

L ACT C^nun arid t»>* F'' fit 

J i-Mffuity -1 ’LkSrnw'r Citwnir. v . . ,. 



I Dm wber' 1944 sStt^tb^yu f-raiicc. Kb^n . Sf-njyinv 
Krlly 'k»iis Vdlad , . 

FIRST ?JTUTFNAm' 1“ BERNAto T 09I>AV 
panv "A": 

22 .lanttarv L945 ncar Cuiemyr, FraWt. 

-PFUVATE HRSTvCL7SSS.SrEFTlE.N C LUnLAM. 
Fompixiy E '■■ 

23 Januiiy 1945 near Oxhe^W; Fx4Mce. lyhri; Fr*vau 
Fir*t C144S LudUanj was .kt lied. 



Capt W. K, DUJemati. 1 Lt. H. W. Erhardt and Lt. CoL C. C 
Thobro donog a training exercise in France, 
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The D.S.C. recipients shown above were: (1) T/5 Sanford M. Forbes. (2) Pvt. Herman A. Wendt, posthumously. (3) Col. Harry B. 
Sherman and (4) Capt. William P. Athas received their awards from Lt. Gen. Mark W. Clark on 15 Jan. 1944 in the Piano di Quano 
area. Italy. (5) Capt. Leroy A. Haselwood. posthumously. (6) Maj. Frank C. Sinsel. (7) Maj. William B. Rosson. (8) S/Sgt. Harry 
J. Lawlor. posthumously. (9) Pfc. Emery Brooks, missing in action. (10) Pfc. John N. Megown. Jr., posthumously. (1 1) Capt. Earl E. 
Swanson, posthumously. (12) Sgt. Samuel W. Pollard. (13) 2 Lt. Rudolph R. Davila. (14) Sgt. Charles T. Borelli. (15) Pvt. Edward 
S. Horyt. posthumously. (16) 2 Lt. Patrick H. Adams. 
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